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TO  THE 


VETEKANS  OF  THE  GRAND  ARMY. 


COMRADBS, 

I  HAVE  undertaken  the  task  of  tracing  the 
Histovy  of  the  Grand  Army  and  its  Leader 
dormg  the  year  181S.  I  address  it  to  such  of 
you  as  the  ioes  of  the  North'  have  disanaed, 
and  who  can  no  longer  serve  theb  country, 
bat  hy  the  recollections  of  their  misfortunes 
and  their  glory.  Stopped  short  in  your 
noble  career,  your  existence  is  much  more  in 
the  past  than  in  the  present ;  but  when  the  re- 
adlections  are  so  great,  it  is  allowable  to  live 
flolely  in  them.  I  am  not  afraid,  therefor^ 
of  troubling  that  repose  which  you  have  so 
dearly  purchased,  by  placing  before  you  the 
most  fatal  of  your  deeds  of  arms.  Who  is 
there  but  knows,  that  from  the  depth  of  his 
ebbcurity  the  looks  of  the  fallen  man  are  in- 
vohmtarily  directed  towards  the  splendor  of 


VI 

his  past  existence--eYW  when  iter  light  iliu^ 
initiates  the  idioal  on  which  the  bark  of  his 
fortune  struck,  and  when  it  dkpkys  the  fifag^ 
ments  of  the  greatest  of  shipwrecks  ? 

For  myself,  I  will  own,  that  an  irresistiUe 
feeling  carries  me  badk  incessantly  to  that 
ditastrous  epoch  of  our  public  and  pyivbte 
calftuiities.  My  memory  feeds  a  sort  nf  m^ 
Ite^oly  pleasure  in  cojtDempbtin^  awl  mh 
itewing  the  pauiftil  traces  M^iicah^  so  many 
}ionors  iMve  left  in  it  Is  the  Bcml^  slscv 
pkoud  of  her  deep  and  numerous  imuMk? 
Does  Alt  deUght  in  displayiiqp  d»m  ?  Am 
tliey  a  property  of  which  she  has  reaiofi  to^bb 
ptoud  ?  Is  it  rather,  liiat,  after  thus  detiM^tf 
knowing  Ihem,  her  first  wish  is  to  irapafet^het 
sensations  ?  To  feel^  and  to  excite  fteiifig,  am' 
not  these  the  most  powerful  q>rings  of  oosn 
soul?  ;     •'.  / 

£irt  in  fihort,  wfaatei^r  m^  be  the  calisB 
of  I  the:  sentiment  whidb  actuates  me,  1  haimt 
yielded  to  the  desire  of  retracing  tihie  yariolur 


mimiknm  wbkwk  d  Qsperieiicad  jdwing  that 
fiiilti).war»t.nIj]|ftv/»«m|^lQ|ied  msrlcMuro  howH 
ifjH|»mtuigL  wmmgmg».  and  condNoing^  unt^ 
method  m!f  Bm^ibeaoed^  aiui  ficttfwedi  fowi^ 
koticms.  Comrades!  I  also  inroke  yours! 
kdbt^mA  audi  gMat  leMdleclHws^-  v^hidi 
hnelMsea  a»  dearly  pfirahasMi^  W  b^  lort  ;;^ 
milimff  atw  dw  only  |»ropertyi  which  the  ffi^ 
kmeBtioUte  fiituiie.  Sin^e^  against  so  jnany 
enraidbs,  je  fell  with  greater  glory  than,  thf^^ 
me.  Learo^  then^  that  there  was  no  diiaima 
in^beiiig  vanqiiished !  Baise  once  more  thwe 
aoUd'fimntfl^  whidi  have  b^en  furrowed  wilfo 
aA/the  tbimdces  of  Europe !  Cast  not  dawti 
tfabse  e(ya«9  whiish  have  seen  so  mmy  subsfocfb 
opilaifl^sajaiaDy  vanquished  kings!  Fortune^ 
dorthhlBjS).  owed  yOu  a  laore  glwious  repaset;! 
hat^,|iicb  as  jEt  iK,  it  dbpen^  on  yourselves. to» 
iMketa  noble  use  «f  it  Let  history  .inftenhe^ 
yoor  recollections ;  the  solitude  and  sitetaoe' 
of  misfortune  are  favourable  to  her  labours : 
ad«let^lteutfa,  wbich  is  ahiri^s  presemk  m  flie 
bug'  Aij^  fl£ ;  odvenijirf ^  at  last '  ealigiiteiftt 
tfatit  may  not  prove  ^mpiddiAOtiveL    r^ 


/ 


•  •  • 

vm 

As  for  me,  I  will  aTail  myadf  of  the  privi* 
k^  sometimes  painful,  sometimes  f^nouBy 
of  tellitig  what  I  have  seeo,  and  of  lefaradng, 
peihaps  with  too  scnipuloiis  attention^  its 
most  minute .  details ;  feding  that  notUBg 
was  too  minute  in  that  prodigious  Grcnius 
and  his  gigantic  feats,  without  which  we 
should  never  have  known  the  extent  to  whidi 
human  strength,  glory,  and  misfortune  may 
be  carried. 
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CHAP.  I. 

bm  since  1807»  when  the  space  between  the 
iQBQe.ud  the  Niemen  had  been  overrun,  the  two 
grst^  enqpnres  of  which  these  rivers  were  the  boun- 
iuAs  bad  become  livals.    By  his  concessions  at 
TSA,  at  the  expense  of  Prussia,  Sweden,  and 
1M^$  Napoleon  had  only  satisfied  Alexander, 
nd. .treaty  was  the  result  of  the  defeat  of  Russia, 
Mid  the  date  of  her  submission  to  the  continental 
Among  the  Russians,  it  was  regarded  by 
^8  attackpig  their  honour ;  and  by  all  it  was 
leit.'lt^  be  ruinous  to  their  interests. 

Bj  'tiiB  continental  system  Napoleon  had  de* 
i  jebnd  eternal  war  against  the  English.;  to  that 
'  qpitam^  attached  Ins  honour,  his  political  exist- 
and  that  of  the  nation  under  his  sway.    That 


(  «  ) 

sjatem  banished  from  the  Cpnttnenk  all  xaerchandise* 
which  waa  English,  or  had  paid  duty  in  any  shape 
to  England.  He  could  not  succeed  in  establishing 
it  but  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  continental 
nations,  and  that  consent  could  not  be  hopfd  for 
but  under  a  single  and  universal  dominion. 

France  had  alienated  the  nations  of  Europe 
from  her  by  her  conquests,  and  the  monarx^hs  by 
her  revolution,  and  her  newdynasty.  Henceforward 
she  could  no  longer  look  forward  to  have  either 
friends  or  rivals,  but  merely  subjects ;  for  the  fin^t 
would  have  been  false,  and  the  second  implacable ; 
it  followed  that  all  must  be  suligect  to  her,  or  she 
to  all.  "I 

With  feelings  of  this  kind,  her  leader,  influenced 
by  his  position  and  urged  on  by  his  enterprising  cha<* 
racter,  fiUed  his  imagination  with  the  vast  project 
of  becoming  the  i^ole  master  of  Europe^  by  oye^r 
whelming  Russia,  and  wresting  Poland  from  bei; 
dominioxi.  He  had  so  much  difiSculty  in  conceatiujg^ 
this  project,  that  hints  of  it  began  to  escape  him  in 
all  directions.  The  immense  preparations  fWhjch 
so  distant  an  enterprise  required,  the  aoiorinoius 
quantities  of  provisions  and  ammunition  collepting, 
the  noise  of  arms,  of  carriages,  and  the  mareh  of 
such  numbers  of  soldiers^^tbe  universal  mov^ebfb 
the  majestic  and  terrible  course  of  all  the  forces  of 
the  West  against  the  East— -every  thing  ^nnottnoea 
to  Europe  that  her  two  greatest  colossuses  werq 
about  to  measure  their  strength  with  each  other*  . 

,  But,  to  get. within  reacii  of  Russia,  it  was  necesf^ 
sary  to  go  beyond  Austria,  to  cross  Pru^pia,  fu^d  to 


(   s   ) 


mtdi  helwttn  Sweden  and  Turkey  ;  an  bfifensive 
dfaiice  wi^  these  four  powers  was  ^erefore  in- 
diape&saUe.  Austria  was  as  much  subject  to  the 
ittfluenee  of  Napcdeon  as  Prussia  was  to  his  arms : 
he  "had  only  to  declare  his  intentions ;  Austria  im- 
mediately entered  into  his  plans  with  warmth,  and 
PhBiia  was  eanly  prerailed  on  to  join  hinu 

Austria,  however,  did  not  act  blindly.  Situated 
between  the  two  great  colossuses  of  the  Noarth  and 
the  West,  she  was  not  displeased  to  see  them  at 
war :  afae  looked  to  their  mutually  weakening  each 
oflier»  and  to  tlie  increase  of  her  own  strength  by 
iSieir  eochaustion.  On  the  14th  of  Mardi  1812^  she 
promised  France  S0,000  men;  but  she  prepared 
ptttfcnt  secret  instractbns  for  them.  She  obtained 
a  ttigne  promise  of  an  increase  of  territory,  as  an 
ibdcnuiity  for  her  share  of  the  expenses  of  the  war, 
aiiA  the  possession  of  Gallicia  was  guaranteed  to 
Her.  Sbt  admitted,  however,  the  future  possibility 
0fm  eessidti  of  part  of  that  province  to  the  kingdom 
ef  -Fbland ;  but  in  exchange  for  that  she  would 
hthft  reeeived  the  Illyrian  provinces.  The  sixth 
ttticia  tt  the  secret  treaty  establishes  that  fact. 

^  The  success  of  the  war,  therefore,  in  no  degree 
iepelided  on  the  cesttoh  of  Gallicia,  or  the  dffi- 
arismg  from  the  Austrian  jealousy  of  that 
MML  Napoleon,  consequently,  might  oa  hia 
into  Wflna,  have  pubHely  proclaimed  thft 
Kberstldn  of  the  whole  of  Poland,  instead  of  be- 
fraying  the  expectations  of  her  people,  astonishing 
attd  veftderin^^  tbem  inJBflbreirt  by  expressions  ^ 

b2 
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'  This,  however^  was  one  :of  those  prominent  points 
which  in  politics  as  well  as  in  war  are  decbiye,  with 
which  every  thing  is  connected,  and  to  which  we 
ought  to  hold  fast.  But  whether  it  was  that  Na-- 
poleon  reckoned  too  much  on  the  ascendancy  of 
his  genius,  or  the  strength  of  his  army,  and  the 
weakness  of  Alexander ;  or  that,  considering  what 
he  left  behind  him^  he  felt  it  too  dangerous  to  carry 
on  a  war  so  distant  slowly  and  methodically;  or 
whether,  as  we  shall  presently  be  told  by  himself 
from  doubts  of  the  success  of  his  undertaking; 
certain  it  is,  that  he  either  neglected,  or  could  ncft 
yet  determine  to  proclaim  the  liberation  of  that 
couBtry  whose  freedom  he  had  come  to  restore* 

.  And  yet  he  had  sent  an  ambassador  to  her  DieLr 
When  this  inconsistency  was  remarked  to  him,  he 
replied,  that  ''  that  nomination  was  an  act  of  war, 
which  only  bound  him  during  the  war,  while  by  lus 
words  he  would  be  bound  both  in  war  and  peace." 
Thus  it  was,  that  he  made  no  other  reply  to  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  Lithuanians  than  evasite  ex- 
pressions^  at  the  rery  time  he  was  following  up  his 
attack  on  Alexander  to  the  very  capital  of  his  em- 
pire. 

He  even  neglected  to  clear  the  southern  Polish 
provinces  of  the  feeble  hoistile  armies  whieh  kept  the 
patriotism  of  their  inhabitants  in  cheek,  and  to 
jiecure,  by  strongly  organizing  their  insurrectian, 
a  solid  basis  of.  operation.*  Accuston^.  to -short 
methods,  and  to  rapid  attacks,  he  wished  to  imitate 
himself,  in  spite  of  the  difference  of  places  and  cir- 
qumstances ;  for  such  is  the  weakness  of  man,  that 
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he  is  always  led  by  imitation^  either  of  others,  or 
of  himself^  which  in  the  latter  case,  that  of  a  great 
man,  is  habit ;  for  habit  is  nothing  more  than  the 
imitation  of  one's  self.  So  true  it  is,  that  by  their 
strongest  side  these  extraordinary  men  are  unf* 
done! 

The  one  in  qu&tion  committed  hunself  to  the 
fortvne  of  battles.  He  prepared  an  army  of  six 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  men,  and  he  fancied 
.that  that  was  doing  sufficient  to  secnre  victory, 
from  wlueh  he  expected  every  thing.  Instead  (4 
saciifienig  every  thing  to  obtain  victory,  it^was^by 
tiiat  he  tooked  to  obtain  every  thing;  he  made  lis^ 
of  it  as  a  means,  when  it  ought  to  have  li^eeii  bis 
end.  In  this  manner  he  made  it  too  necessary;  it 
waa  already  rather  too  much  so.  But  he  confided 
so  mock-  of  futurity  to  it,  he  overloaded  it  with  so 
mdi  responsibility,  that  it  became  urgent  and  in- 
di^osable  to  him;  Hence  his  precipitation  to  get 
within  re«ch  of  it,  in  order  to  extricate  himself  from 
so  critical  a  position. 

Bat  we  must  not  be  too  hasty  in  condemning  a 
geniuft  so  great  and'  universal ;  we  shall  shortly  bear 
Crom  himself  by  what  urgent  necessity  he  was  hurried 
on ;  ^id  even  admitthig  that  the  rapidity  of  his  exr 
feditkm  waa  ooiy  equalled  by  it»  rashness,  success 
^oald  have  probably  crowned  it,  if  the  premature 
weakening  of  lus  health  bad  left  the  physical  con- 
Jtitation  of  this  great  man  all  the  vigour  of  his 
ndnd. 


(    6    ) 


CHAP.  II. 

As  to  Prvsria,  of  which  Napoleon  was  completely 
master,  it  is  not  known  whether  it  was  from  his 
imcertaiaty  as  to  the  fate  which  he  resenred  for 
her,  or  as  to  the  period  at  which  be  should  eomi 
menee  the  war,  that  he  refiised,  in  1811,  to  ton^ 
tract  the  alliance  whidi  she  herself  proposed  to  him, 
and  of  which  he  dictated  the  eonditions  in  1812. 

His  ayersion  to  Frederi<^  William  was  rematk* 
able.  Napoleon  had  been  frequently  heard  to 
speak  reproacHAilljr  of  the  cabinet  of  Prussia  for 
its  treaties  with  the  French  republic.  He  said; 
^  It  was  a  desertion  of  the  cause  of  kings ;  that 
the  negociations  of  the  court  of  Berlin  widi  the 
Directory  displayed  a  timid»  selftsh,  and  ignoble 
p^cy,  which  sacrificed  its  dignity^  and  the  general 
eause  of  monarchs,  to  petty  aggrandizements;'' 
Whenever  he  followed  with  his  finger  the  traces 
"of  the  Prussian  frontiers  upon  the  map,  he  seemed 
to  be  angry  at  seeing  th^m  still  so  extensive,  ani 
exclaimed,  ^  Is  it  possible  that  I  have  left  ttos  man 
so  large  a  territory?* 

This  Aslike  to  a  mild  md  padfic  monarch  w«# 
surprifAng.  As  there  is  nothing  in  the  ^aracter  of 
Napoleon  unworthy  of  historical  remembrance,  it 
is  worth  while  to  examine  fhe  cause  of  it.  Some 
persons  trace  back  the  origin  of  it  to  the  refrisal 
Which  he  experienced,  when  First  Consul,  from 
Louis  XVIII.  of  the  propositions  which  he  made  to 


(    7    ) 

Mm  tfaroi:^  the  medium  of  the  king  of  Prussia ; 
and  they  suppose  that  Napoleon  laid  the  hlame  of 
this  refusal  upon  the  mediator.  Others  attribute 
it  to  the  seisure  of  Rumbold^  the  English  agent  at 
Hambfurgh^  1^  the  orders  of  Napoleon,  and  to  hii 
^mng  eompdled  to  gire  him  up  by  Frederic^^  a4 
jWtoteettt  of  the  neutrality  of  the  north  of  Germany* 
Qelore  that  time  FVederick  and  Napoleon  had  car^ 
Tied  OB  a  secret  correspondency  which  was  of  so 
intimate  a  nature,  that  they  used  to  oonide  to  eaeh 
otfa*r  «ven  the  details  of  thehr  household ;  that  or* 
camatamee  put  an  end  to  it. 

Ait  the  begiaaing  of  1805,  however,  Russia, 
Ai8ftria»  and  England,  made  ineffectual  attempts 
^  engage  Fredetick  in  their  third  ooalition  against 
Fiasice,  The  eourt  of  JBerUnj  the  queen,  the 
ftinees,  the  minister  Hardenberg,  and  aU  th« 
fMDg  Pnmsian  military,  exeited  by  the  ardour  £|f 
diqdayiag  the  inheritance  of  glory  wh^^b  had  been 
left  them  by  the  gveat  Frederick,  or  by  the  m$k 
of  falottii^  out  the  disgrace  of  the  campaign  of 
&99i^*«otered  heartily  into  the  views  of  the  aUif4 
^  but  the  paeifie  policy  of  the  king,  and  of 
aimsCer  H«9gwitsii  reeisted  them,  until  thp 
liolation  of  the  I^ussian  territorjpi  neer  Auspaoh, 
by^^tbe  maiflh  of  a  eovpa  of  French  treQps,  eswpe- 
nted  the  passiDna  of  five  Vmssiaos  to  Jsuch  a  degree^ 
Jliiafc  tlmir  eiy  for  immediate  w«r  prevailed* 
*  Alexander  was  then  in  Polapd }  b«  was  innted 
Fetsdson,*  and  repaired  tiiith^  immediately*; 
CO. the  Miiid  of  November,  1906,  he  ^ngag«)d 
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Ff edeiick  in  the  fhitd  ooaKlian^  Tlie  Phnriaa 
^ormy  was  immediateljr  withdrawn  from  the  Russia* 
frontiers^  and  M.  de  Haugwitz  repaired  to  Briiiiii 
to  threaten  Napoleon,  But  the  battle  of  Anster- 
}{tz  shut  his  mouth ;  and  within  a  fortnight  aftec^ 
the  wily  minister,  haying  quickly  turned  round,  to 
the  side  of  the  conqueror,  signed  with  him.  tlie  per*- 
tieipatidn  of  the  fruits  of  the  victory. 
'  Napoleon,  however,  disaemUed  his  displeasurii; 
for  he  had  his  army  to  reorganuse,  to  give  the 
grand  dueby  of  Berg  to  Murat»  his  brotliec4n4«v, 
Neufchatel  to  Berthier,  to  conquer  Ne^des  for  fab 
brother  Joseph,  to.  mediatize  Switiierland^  far. dis- 
solve the  Germanic  body » find  to  ci^eate.ihe  KbeMBdi 
confederaticm,  of  which  he  declared  himself  pro* 
tectc^r;  to  change  the.  republic  of  Hdland  iofca'a 
kiugdom,  and  po  give  it  to  his  brother  Louis ;  these 
were  the  reasons  which  indueed  Urn,  oa  the  Ifith 
of  December,  to  cede  Hanover  Co  Prussia,  in  eK* 
change  for  Auspach,  Cleves,  and  NeufchateL 
.  ThiQ  possf^ssion  of  Hanover  at  first  teo^ted  Fre* 
derick^  but  wh^n  the  trenty  was  to. be  ^signed  h^ 
appeared  to  feel  ashamed,  and  to  hesitate.;  lie 
iYished.  only. to  accept  it  by  halveji»  and  to.relniiit 
.merely  as  a  depodt*  Ni^leon  bad  no  idea.of  sudh 
timid  pplicy^ .  "  Wjiat/*  said  hoi  ^<  does  tbia  mon- 
iirch  neither  dare  to  make  psac^  nor  war  ?  Does 
he  prefer  the  English  to  me  ?  Is  there  another 
coalition  preparing  ?  Does  he  despise .  my.  alli- 
ance T  Indignant  at  the  idea,  by  a.  fresh  treatjr, 
on  the  8th  of  March,  1806.  he  compelled. FredertdiL 
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todedare  irar  a^fftimt  BnglanB^  to  take  possession 
af'^HanoTter^  und  to  admit  French  garrmms.  into 

The  king  of  Prussia  alone  submitted;  his  court 
aad^hiSLSalijeets  were  exasperated  ;  they  reproached 
'Urn  with  aUbwing  himself  to  be  vanquished  without 
ult^mftMug  to  ^ht;  and  elerating  themselTes  on 
the  remembraace  of  thdr  past  glory,  they  fancied 
that  iw  them  alone  was  reserved  the  honour  of 
4minphing  over  the  conqueror  of  Europe.  In  their 

they  insulted  the  minister  of  Napo- 
;.  thej'sharpened  their  swords  on  the  threshold 
•ef  hut  gMe*  Napoleon  himself  they  loaded  with 
HmMBi  Ereni^e  queen^  so  distinguished  by  her 
gnceB  and  attraetiotis^  put  on  a  warlike  attHude. 
tTheir  pifnces^  one  of  them  particularly  (^ho^e'car- 
:iii^  Mid  Csatnres^  spirit  and  intrepidity,  seemed  to 
^pKonnae  them  a  hero),  offered  to  be  their  leaders. 
-▲*diivi^mi8  ardour  and '  fury  animated  the  minds 
ofalL 

:  It  iS'ifSMrted^  that  at  the  same  time  there  were 
ffenou^  eilhet  treacherous  or  deceived,  who  per- 
m^dei^uAenck  Aat  Napokob  was  obliged  to 
«b0ir:  kfanlclf •  pa€ific>  that  that  warrior  was  averse 
•tMrAf  ;<aflRi  added,  tiiat  he  was  perfidiously  treating 
iDi;paace  with  England^  on-  the  terms  of  restoring 
"Hiaovkr^  whioh  he-  was^  to  take  back  from  Prussia. 
Drawn  in  at;  last  by4he  general  feelings  the  king 
aikwed  all  their  passions  to  burst  forth.  His  army 
adraoced,  and  threatened  Napoleon ;  fifteen  days 
nAawvdM  he  h^d  neither  army  nor  kingdom ;  he 
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fled  bj  faiiiiMlf,  and  NafK»Ieoii  dated  from. BorlMi 
his  decrees  against  EnglaML  « 

Humbled  and  conquered  as  Proasia  tbns  wns^  it 
^as  impossible  for  Napoleon  to, abandon  his  hold  of 
her;  she  would  hare  immediately  rallied,  under 
the  cannon  of  the  Russians.  Finding  it  impoesiUe 
to  gain  her  to  his  interests  like  Saicony,  by  a  great 
act  of  generosity,  the  next  plan  waa  to  diTide  her ; 
and  yet,  either  from  compassion,  or  the  eflbct  of 
Alexander's  presence,  he  could  not  resolve  to  dis- 
member her.  This  was  a  mistaken  policy,  like  most 
of  those  where  we  stop  half-way,  and  Napoleon  was 
not  long  before  he  became  sensible  of  it.  When  he 
exclaimed,  therefore,  '*  Is  it  possible  that  I  have 
left  this  man  so  large  a  territory  T  it  is  probable 
that  he  did  not  forgive  Prussia  the  prdtection  of 
Alexander ;  he  hated  her,  because  he  felt  that  At 
hated  him. 

In  fact,  the  sparks  of  a  jealous  and  impatient 
hatred  were  kindled  in  the  youth  of  Prussia, 
which  was  fomented  by  a  system  of  educationp 
national,  liberal,  and  mysticah  It  was  among 
them  that  a  formidable  power  arose  in  oppositioil 
to  that  of  Napoleon;  it  included  all  whom  his 
victories  had  humbled  or  offended ;  it  had  all  the 
strength  of  the  weak  and  the  oppressed,  the  law  of 
nature,  mystery,  fanaticism,  and  revenge !  Wanting 
support  on  earth,  it  looked  up  for  aid  to  Heaven, 
and  its  moral  forces  were  wholly  out  of  the  reach 
of  the  material  power  of  Napoleon.  Animated  by 
the  devoted  and  indefatigable  apirit  of  an  ardent 
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mtt,  it  watdied  the  al^htest  movements,  and 
weakest  points  of  its  entmy^  insinuated  itself  into 
sU  the  inierstiees  of  bis  power,  and  holding  itself 
Yeady  to  strike  at  e^ery  opportunity,  it  waited 
ipnetly  with  the  patience  and  pUegm  which  are  th« 
pecalkur  characteristics  of  the  Germans,  whidi  wet e 
the  causes  of  their  defeat,  and  against  which  our 
Tietory  wore  itself  out. 

Tbh  Tast  conspiracy  was  that  of  the  Tugend^ 
hmd^,  or  Friends  of  Vtrtue.    Its  head,  in  other 

*  In  1806,  several  literary  men  at  Konigsberg,  sttieted  wMi 
Ihe  0fil8  whkh  dttolaSed  thdr  comitry,  ascribed  it  %p  the  general 
OQcrpptioii  of  iDaimens  acoording  to  these  philosophers,  it  bad 
stifled  true  patriotism  in  the  citizens^  disciplioe  in  the  armyj  and 
coorage  in  the  people.  Good  men  therefore  were  bound  to  unite 
to  regenerate  the  nation,  by  setting  the  example  of  every  sacri- 
iee.  Aft  assorfalien  wm  in  eonseqnence  ibrmed  by  them^  whidi 
tosk  the  title  of  Afore/  and  Scknt^  Union.  ThegoTemmeQl 
approved  of  it,  merely  interdicting  it  from  political  discussions* 
Tliis  reiolation^  noble  as  it  was,  would  have  been  lost,  like  many 
others^  in  the  vagueness  of  German  metaphysics ;  but  about  that 
tftte  Wniiam,  duke  of  Brunswick,  who  had  been  stripped  of  his 
dsdhy,  liad  retired  to  his  principslity  of  Oels*  in  Silesia,  In  the 
kmnm  of  tbis  letreat  he  observed  the  first  prcgreas  of  tiie  Moral 
Vwkm  anoog  the  Pmssians*  He  became  a  member  of  it,  and 
his  heart  swelling  with  hatred  and  revenge,  he  formed  the  idea 
ef  another  assodation,  which  was  to  consist  of  men  resolved  to 
e>fsiHicow  the  confedenitioa  of  the  Rhine,  and  to  drive  the 
entirely  evt  of  Geimany.  This  soeiety,  whose  obj^ 
real  and  positive  than  that  of  the  first,  soon  swaUowisd 
iq»  the  other;  and  from  these  two  was  formed  that  of  the 
ISigemdbund,  er  Friends  qf  Virtue. 

Aboot  the  end  of  May,  1809>  three  enterprises — ^those  of  Katt, 
Petsiierg,  nnd  SduU-^ad  ahready  given  prooft  of  its  existenoe. 
That  of  dohe  WOliam  began  on  the  14th  of  May.    He  wa«  at 
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^ordft  the  person  who  first  gave  a  preciBe  and 
definite  direction  to  its  views,  was  Stein.  Napo- 
leon perhaps  might  have  gained  him  over  to  his 
interests^  but  preferred  punishing  him.  His  plan 
happened  to  be  discovered  by  one  of  those  chances 
to  which  the  police  owes  the  best  part  of  its  mi* 
racles;  but  when  coniipiracies  enter  into  the  in* 
terests,  passions,  and  even  the  consciences,  of  men, 
it  is  impossible  to  seisse  their  ramifications ;  ever  j 
tme  understands  without  communicating,  or  rather, 
all  is  communication— a  general  and  simultaneous 
aympathy. 

This  focus  spread  its  fibres  and  gained  new  pai^ 
-tilsans  every  day ;  it  attacked  the  power  of  N/tpo^ 
Icon  in  the  opinion  of  all  Germany,  extended  itself 
into  Italy,  and  threatened  its  complete  overthrow. 
It  was  already  easy  to  see  that,  if  circumstances 
became  unfavourable  to  us,  there  would  be  no  want 
tjf  men  to  take  advantage  of  them.  In  18099  ^voh 
before  the  disaster  of  Esslingen,  the  first  who  had 
ventured  to  raise  the  standard  of  independence 
^igainst  Napoleon  were  Prussians.  He  sent  them  to 
the  galleys ;  so  important  did  he  feel  it  to  smotlmr 
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^st  supported  by  the  Austrians.  After  a  variety  of  adventures, 
•this  leader,  abandoned  to  his  own  resources  in  the  midst  of  sub* 
logated  Europe,  and  left  with  only  2000  men  to  combat  with 
Ahe  whole  power  <9f  Napoleon,  refused  to  yield :  he  stood  his 
ground,  and  threw  himself  into  Saxony  and  Hanover,  but  £tiidii^ 
it  impossible  to  raise  them  into  insurrection^  he  cut  his  way 
through  several  French  corps,  which  he  defeated,  to  Eisfleth ; 
where  he  found  an  English  vessel  waiting  to  receive  and  to  con- 
jrey  km.^  England,  with  the. laurels  he  had  ucquired. 
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that  Gxy  of  reyolt,  which  seemed  to  echo  that  of  the 
SpanmrdS)  and  might  become  general. 

Independ^at  of.  all  these  causes  of  hatred^  the 
positioii  of  Pf usaia,  between  France  and  Riussia^ 
compdled  Napoleon  to  remain  her  master;  he 
oouldnot  reign  there  but  by  force — ^he  could  not 
be  strong  there  but  by  her  weakness; 

He  ruined  the  country^  although  he  must  have 
known  well  that  poverty  creates  audacity ;    that 
the  hope  of  gain  becomes  the  moving  principle  of 
tliase  who  have  nothing  more  to  lose ;  and  finally , 
that  in  leaving  them  nothing  but  the  sword,  he  in 
a  manner  obliged  them  to  turn  it  against  himself* 
laconaequenice,  on  the  approach  of  the  year  181  j^ 
tad  ctf  the  terrible,  struggle  which  it  was  to  p(ro» 
diioe, Frederick, uiieaay  andtaredof  hb  sofaservient 
fetttioBi  was  determined  to  extricate  himself,  from 
it, either  by  an  alliance  or  hj  war^  -  In  MarchslBll;, 
he  oflfared  himself  to  Napokon  as  an  auxiliary  in 
tbj$  etpeditton  he.  was  preparing*    In  the  montik 
'pf  May>  and  again  in  the  month  of  August^;  he  re- 
.peated  that  offer ;  and  aa  he  received  no  sati^jSustory 
4p»wer,  he  dedfuned,  that  as  the  great  military 
movements  which  surrounded,  crossed,  or  drained 
his  kingdom,  were  such  as  to  excite  his  appreheur 
aion   that  its  enti]:e.  destruction  was  meditated> 
f*  ha  took  up  armisy  becauae  circuiaQstaiices  import- 
ously  called  upon  him  to  do  so»  deeming  it  fhr 
preferable  td  ^e  with  swotd  in  hand  than  to  f&Il 
iirtth  disgrace."  . 

It  was  said  at  the  same  time,  that  Frederjiqk.M- 
cretly  offered  to  Alexander  to  give  him  possession 
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of  GraudeHts,  and  his  magaxmes,  and  to  put  himself 
at  the  head  of  his  insurgent  subjeets,  if  the  Rdssian 
army  would  advance  into  Silesia.  If  the  same  au- 
thorities are  to  be  believed,  Alexander  received  this 
proposition  very  favourably.  He  immediately  sent 
to  Bagration  and  Wittgenstein  sealed  marcEing^ 
orders.  They  were  instructed  not  to  open  tfaetn 
until  they  received  another  letter  from  their  sove- 
reign, which  he  never  wrote,  having  changed  his 
resolution.  A  variety  of  causes  might  have  die** 
tated  that  change ;  1st,  a  wish  not  to  be  the  first  to 
commence  so  great  a  war,  and  his  anxiety  to  have 
divine  justice  and  the  opinion  of  mankind  on  his 
side,  by  not  appearing  the  aggressor;  dd,  tiiat 
Frederick,  becoming  less  uneasy  as  to  the  plans  of 
Napoleon,  had  resolved  to  follow  his  fortunes.  It 
is  probable,  after  all,  that  the  noble  sentiments 
which  Alexander  expressed  in  his  reply  to  the  king 
were  his  only  motives;  we  are  assured  that  he 
wrote  to  him,  '*  That  in  a  war  which  might  begin 
by  reverses,  and  in  which  perseverance  was  re- 
quired, he  only  feH  courageous  for  himself,  and 
that  the  misfortunes  of  an  ally  might  shake  his  re* 
solution ;  that  it  would  grieve  him  to  chain  Prussia 
to  his  fortune  if  it  was  bad ;  that  if  it  was  good  be 
should  always  be  ready  to  share  it  with  her,  what- 
ever might  be  the  conduct  which  necessity  might 
oblige  her  to  take." 

These  details  have  been  given  us  by  a  witness, 
although  an  inferior  one.  However,  whether  this 
counsel  proceeded  from  the  generosity  or  the  po*- 
liey  of  Alexander,  or  FVederick  was  determhied 
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aokly  l»y  the  necessity  of  the  oasej  it  is  certain  that 
it  was  Idgh  time  for  him.  to  make  his  dedsion ;  for 
m    Fehniary   1813^   these    commamcations  with 
Alexander,  if  there  were  such^  or  the  hope  of  ob^ 
taimng  better  terms  from  France,  having  made 
him  hesitate  in  replying  to  the  definitive  proposi** 
tioDs  of  Napoleon,  the  latter,  becoming  impatient, 
sent  additional  forces  to  Dantsic,  and  made  Davoust 
eater  Pomerania.    His  motives  for  this  invasion  of 
a  Swedish  province  were  repeated  and  pressing, 
and  were  grounded  on  the  illicit  commerce  carried 
<»i^by  the  Pomeranians  with  the  English,  and  sub- 
sequently on  the  necessity  of  compelling  Prussia 
to  acc^  to  his  terms.    The  Prince  of  Eckmiihl 
even  r^c^ved  orders  to  hold  himself  in  readinepsi 
to  take  complete  possession  of  that  kingdom,  and 
to  seiae  the  person  of  her  sovereigns  if  within  eight 
days  from  the  date  of  these  orders  the  latter  had 
uot  coacluded  the  offensive  alliance  dictated  to  her 
hj  France ;  but  while  the  marshal  was  tracing  the 
hm  marches  necessary  for  this  operation,  he  re* 
edved  intelfigence  that  the  treaty  of  the  91st  of 
Ffl^bruBry,  1813,  had  been  ratified. 

Thi*  sobviission  did  not  ^together  satisfy  Na- 
poleoD*  To  his  strength  he  added  artifice;  his 
suspicions  still  led  him  to  covet  the  occupation  of 
tfas  fiNTtresfies,  which  he  was  ashamed  not  to  leave 
in  Frederick's  hands ;  he  required  the  king  to  keep 
mdf  A>  or  SO  invalids  in  some,  and  desired  that 
iMie  FiBnch  officers  should  he  admitted  into  others ; 
an  of  whom  were  to  srad  their  reports  to  him,  and 
t#  IbUow  his  orders.    His  solicitude  extended  to 
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every  thing.  '^  Spanlaii/'  saidjhe,  in  Iws.lettei'a  ta 
Davoiist^  '<'  U  the  citadel  of  Beriiti»  m  PiUw'it  tiiat 
of  KonigBborg:"  and  French  offleess  had  otden 
to  be  ready  to  introduce  themadfes  at  the  fiiat 
signal:  the  manner  he  himsdf  pmnted  out*  Al 
Potsdam,  which  the  king  had  reserved  for  himadUE^ 
and  which  our  troops  were  interdicted  from  en« 
tering,  his  orders  were,  that  the  French  officer/^ 
should  frequently  show  themselves  as  lookers-on, 
in  order  to.  accustom  the  people  to  the  sight  of 
them.  He  recommended  every  degree  of  respect 
to  be  shown  to  both  the  king  and  his  subjects; 
but  at  the  same  time  that  every  sort  of  arms 
should  be  taken  from  the  people  which  might  be 
of  use  to  them  in  an  insurrection ;  and  he  pointed 
out  every  thing  of  the  kind,  even  to  the  smMleat 
weapon.  Anticipating  the  possibility  of  the  loss  of 
a  battle,  and  the  chances  of  Prussian  vespers,  he 
ordered  that  his  troops  should  be  either  put  into 
barracks  or  encampments,  with  a  thousand  other 
precautions  of  the  minutest  description.  As  a 
final  security,  in  case  of  the  English  making  a 
descent  between  the  Elbe  and  the  Vistula,  although 
Victor,  and  subsequently  Augereau^  were  to  occupy 
Prussia  with  50,000  men>  he  engaged  by  treaty  the 
assistance  of  10,000  Danes. 
.  All  these  precautions  were  still  insufficient  to 
remove  his  distrust :  when  the  Prince  of  Hatzfeld 
*  came  to  require  of  him  a  subsidy  of  25  millions  of 
francs  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  war  which  was 
preparing,  his  reply  to  Dam  was,  '*  that  he  would 
take  especial  care  not  to  furnish  an  enemy  with  arms 
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igaiMt  hiflMetf."  In  this  auamer  did  Frederick^ 
Atangled  w  it  were  in  a  net  of  iron,  which  sur- 
mnded  aitd  held  him  tight  in  erery  part»  resign 
Umielf  to  put  between  20  and  30,000  of  his  troops, 
and  hit  principal  fortresses  and  magazines,  at  the 
dispoial  of  Napoleon  *.    . 

*  By  this  traatyj  Ptrnssia  i^eed  to  farniah  two  hundred  thou- 
nad  qvintab  of  rye,  tweDty-four  thonsand  of  rice,  two  million 
bottloB  of  beer,  fomr  hundred  thousand  quintals  of  wheat,  six 
koodred  and  fifty  thonsand  of  straw,  three  hundred  and  fifty 
tloisand  of  hay,  m  million  Imshels  of  oat8,'forty-fonr  thousand 
<imm,  MtetM  tliovsand  horses,  three  thousand  six  hundred  wag« 
giM,  with  ham^s  and  drivers,  each  carrying  a  load  of  fifteen 
hindied  weight;  and  finally,  hospitals  provided  with  every  tbing 
■ecessary  for  twenty  thousand  sick.  It  is  true,  that  all  these 
ioppKes  were  to  be  allowed  in  deduction  of  the  remainder  of  the 
tuci  impoeed  by  the  conquest. 
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CHAP.  III. 

These  two  treaties  opened  the  road  to  Russid 
to  Napoleon;  but  in  order  to  penetrate  into  the 
interior  of  that  empire,  it  was  necessary  to  make 
sure  of  Sweden  and  Turkey. 

Military  combinations  were  then  so  much  ag- 
grandized, that  in  order  to  sketch  a  plan  of  warfare, 
it  was  no  longer  necessary  to  study  the  configura- 
tion of  a  province,  or  of  a  chain  of  mountains,  or  the 
course  of  a  river.  When  monarchs,  such  as  Alex- 
ander and  Napoleon,  were  about  to  fight  for  the 
dominion  of  Europe,  it  was  necessary,  to  regard  the 
general  and  relative  position  of  every  state  with  a 
universal  coup  (Tceili  it  was  no  longer  on  single 
maps,  but  on  that  of  the  whole  globe,  that  their 
policy  had  to  trace  its  plans  of  hostility. 

Russia  is  mistress  of  the  heights  of  Europe ;  her 
flanks  are  supported  by  the  seas  of  the  north  and 
south.  Her  government  can  only  with  great  dif- 
ficulty be  driven  into  a  straight,  and  forced  to  sub^ 
mit,  in  a  space  almost  beyond  the  imagination  to 
conceive,  the  conquest  of  which  would  require  long 
campaigns,  to  which  her  climate  is  completely 
opposed.  From  this,  it  follows,  that  without  the 
Concurrence  of  Turkey  and  Sweden,  Russia  is  less 
vulnerable.  The  assistance  of  these  two  powerjs 
was  therefore  requisite  in  order  to  surprize  her, 
to  strike  her  to  the  heart  in  her  modern  capital, 
and  to  turn  at  a  distance,  in  the  rear  of  its  lefb^ 
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her  grand  wtay  of  the  Niemen^ — and  not  merely 
to  precipitate  attacks  on  a  part  of  her  front,  in 
plains  where  the  extent  of  space  prevented  oon- 
ftuHon,  and  left  a  thousand  roads  open  to  that 
anny'a  retreat. 

The  meuiest  soldier  in  our  ranks,  therefore,  ex« 
pected  to  hear  of  the  comhined  march  of  the  Grand 
Visir  towards  Kief,  and  of  Bernadotte  against  Fin-* 
land.   Eight  sorereigns  were  already  enlisted  under 
the  banners   of  Napoleon ;  but  the  two  who  had 
the  greatest  interest  in  the  quarrel  were  still  deaf 
to  his  call*    It  was  an  idea  worthy  of  the  great 
emperor  to  make  all  the  goTemments  and  all  the 
religions  of  Europe  march  for  the  accomplishment 
of  his  great  designs :  their  triumph  would  hare 
been  then  secured;  and   if  ihe  voice  of  another 
Homer  had  been  wanting  to  this  king  of  sa  many 
kings,  the  voice  of  the   nineteenth   century,  the 
great  century,  would  have   supplied  it,  and   the 
cry  of  astonishment  of  a  whole  age,  penetrating 
and  piercing  through  futurity,  would  have  echoed 
from  generation  to  generation,  to  the  latest  pos- 
terity! 
So  much  gkvy  was  not  in  reserve  for  us. 
Which  of  us,  in  the  French  army,  can  ever  forget 
his  astonishraenty  in  the  midst  of  the  Russian  plains, 
on  hearing   the  news  of  the  fatal  treaties  of  the 
Tarka  and    Swedes  wi)ji  Alexander;    and  how 
anxmialy  our  looks  were  turned  towards  our  right 
oncQFvered,  towards  our  left  enfeebled,  and  upon 
aiir  retreat  menaced  ?  Then  we  only  looked  at  the 
Crtal  effects  of  the  peace  between  our  allies  and  our 

c  2 
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enemy ;  mm  we  feel  desirous  af  knowing  the  causes 
of  it» 

The  treaties  concluded  af>out  the  end  of  the  last 
century,  had  subjected  the  weak  sultan  of  the 
Turks  to  Russia;  the  Egyptian  expedition  had 
armed  him  against  us.  But  ever  since  Napoleon 
had  assumed  the  reins  of  power,  a  well-understood 
common  interest,  and  the  intimacy  of  a  mysterious 
correspondence,  had  reconciled  Selim  with  the.  first 
consul :  a  close  connexion  was  established  between 
these  two  princes ;  they  had  exchanged  portraits 
with  each  other.  Selim  attempted  to  effect  a  great 
revolution  in  the  Turkish  customs.  Napoleon  en-* 
couraged  him,  and  was  assisting  him  in  introducing 
the  European  discipline  into  the  Ottoman  army,  wh^p. 
the  victory  of  Jena,  the  war  of  Poland,  and  the  in- 
fluence of  Sebastiani,  determined  the  sultan  to  throw 
off  the  yoke  of  Alexander.  The  English  made  hasty 
attempts  to  oppose  this,  but  they  were  driven  froni 
the  sea  of  Constantinople.  Then  it  was  that  N^ 
poleon  wrote  the  following  letter  to  Selijoi. 

"  Osterode,  April  3, 1807^ . . 

'^  My  ambassador  informs  me  of  the  bravery  and 
good  conduct  of  the  Mussulmen  against  ouip  com- 
mon enemies.  Tliou  hast  shown  thyself  the  worthy 
descendant  of  the  Selims  and  the  Solin;ians.  Thou 
hast  asked  me  for  some  officers ;  I  send  them  to 
thee.  I  regretted  that  thou  hadst  not  demandf^d 
of  me  several  thousand  men, — thou  hast  only  aake(l 
for  five  hundred ;  I  have  given  orders  for  their  im-r 
mediate  departure.  It  is  my  intention  that  .th|^^ 
shall  be  paid  and  clothed  at  my  expense,  sa^d  that 
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thou  shalt  1)6  reimbursed  the  expenses  which  they 
may  occasion  thee.  I  have  given  orders  to  the  com^ 
mander  of  my  troops  in  Dalmatia  to  send  thee  the 
arms,  ammunition,  and  every  thing  thou  shalt  re- 
quite of  me.  I  have  given  the  same  orders  at  Naples ; 
and  artillery  has  been  already  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  pasha  of  Janina.  Generals^  officers,  arms  of 
every  description,  even  money,  I  place  them  all  at 
thy  disposal.  Thou  hast  only  to  demand :  demand  in  a 
distinct  manner,  and  all  which  thou  shalt  demand  I 
wffl  send  thee  on  the  instant.  Arrange  matters  with 
the  shah  of  Persia,  who  is  also  the  enemy  of  the  Rus- 
sians ;  encourage  him  to  stand  fast,  and  to  attack 
warmly  the  common  enemy.  I  have  beaten  the 
Russians  in  a  great  battle ;  I  have  taken  from  them 
seventy-five  pieces  of  cannon,  sixteen  standards,  and 
Si  great  number  of  prisoners.  I  am  at  the  distance 
of  eighty  leagues  beyond  Warsaw,  and  am  about 
to  take  advantage  of  the  fifteen  days'  repose  which 
I  have  given  to  my  army,  to  repair  thither,  and 
there  to  receive  thy  ambassador.  I  am  sensible  of 
the  want  thou  hast  of  artillerymen  and  troops ;  I 
latfe  offered  both  to  thy  ambassador  ;  but  he  would 
not  have  them,  from  a  fear  of  alarming  the  deli- 
taty  of  the  Mussulmen.  Confide  to  me  all  thy 
Wttts;  Tarn  suflSciently  powerful,  and  sufficiently 
interested  in  thy  prosperity,  both  from  friendship 
tod  pcKky,  to  have  nothing  to  refuse  thee.  Peace 
has  been  proposed  to  me  here.  I  have  been  offered 
dl  the  advantages  which  I  could  desire ;  but  they 
*^i^lAi^  that  I  should  ratify  the  state  of  things 
ettabl&hed  between  the  Porte  and  Russia  by  the 
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treaty  of  Sistowe,  and  I  refused.  '  My  answer  was, 
that  it  was  nece^ary  that  the  Porte  should  be  se^ 
cured  in  complete  independence ;  and  that  ail  the 
treaties  extorted  from  her^  during  the  time  that 
France  was  asleep,  should  be  revoked/* 

This  letter  of  Napoleon  had  been  preceded  and 
followed  by  rerbal  but  formal  assurances,  that  he 
would  not  sheath  the  sword,  until  the  Crimea  was 
restored  to  the  dominion  of  the  crescent.  He  had 
eren  authorised  Sebastianr  to  give  the  d^van  9 
eopy  of  his  instructions,  which  contained  these 
promises. 

Such  were  his  words^  with  which  his  actions  at 
first  corresponded.  Sebastiani  demanded  a  passage 
through  Turkey  for  an  army  of  3^,000  French^ 
which  he  was  to  command^  and  which  was  to  join 
the  Ottoman  army.  An  unforeseen  circumstance, 
it  is  true>  deranged  thii!  plan ;  but  Napoleoti  then 
made  Selim  the  promise  of  an  auxiliary  force  of 
9000  French,  including  5000  artillerytnea,  whb 
were  to  be  conveyed  in  eleven  vessels  of  the  line  to 
Constantinople.  The  Turkish  ambassador  was*  at 
the  same  time  treated  with  the  greatest  distkietioti 
in  the  French  camp ;  he  accompanied  Ni4>ol60B  in 
all  his  reviews  ;  the  most  flattering  attentions  were 
paid  to  him^  and  the  grand-equ^nry  (Caulaii|COitrty) 
was  already  treating  with  him  for  an  aUionee^ 
offensive  and  defensive,  when  a  eudden  attack  by 
the  Russians  interrupted  the  negdctatton. 

The  ambassador  returned  to  Warsaw,  where  tlie 
same  respect  continued  to  be  shown  him,  up  to  Ae 
day  of  the  decisive  victory  of  Friadland.     Bitt  on 
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the  tisOamyig  day »  bis.  illUBioa  wa$  <&sipated ;  he 
Mw  himself  negleoted ;  for  it  was  no  longer  Selim 
ivhom  he  represented.  A  revolution  had  just 
hurled  from  the  throne  th^  monarch  who  had  been 
the  friend  of  Napoleon^  and  with  him  all  hope  of 
^vi%  the  Turks  a  regular  army,  upon  which  he 
Mvid  depead.  Napoleon,  therefore^  judging  that 
be  could  no  longer  reckon  upon  the  assistance  of 
these  barbarians,  changed  his  system*  Hencefor^- 
ward  it  was  Alexander  whom  he  wished  to  gain ; 
and  as  bis  was  a  genius  which  never  hesitated^  he  was 
already  prepared  to  abandon  the  empire  of  the  East 
to  that  moiiarcfa^  in  order  that  he  might  be  left  at 
liberty  to  possess  himself  of  that  of  the  west. 
.  i^  his  great  object  was  the  extension  of  the  con* 
tiae^tal  system,  and  to  make  it  surround  Europe> 
the  eo^eperation  of  Russia  would  o^mplete  its 
development*  Alexander  would  sknt  out  th^ 
Engiiih  frodi  the  north,  axA  compel  Sw^eden  to  go 
i0  war  with' diem;  the  i^rduch  would  drive  tb»m 
oet  iroa  the  centre,  from  the  souths  and  fromr  the 
west  of  ..Europe.  -Napoleon  was  already  ipedi^ 
Mb^  iim  expeditioa  to  Portugal,  if  that  kingdom 
wwild -not  jote  his  eoaUtion.  With  these  ideas 
ieeting  Sa  his  bvain^  Turkey  was  now  only  an  ac- 

^m  bis  plimij  and  he  agraad  to  the  armistice, 

to- the  •eonCefrondes  at  Tilsit. 
'  B(ifc  a  Jkepvitation  bad  just  oomo  from  Wifa&a, 
iolteiting  the  Mstoration  of  their  independence^ 
mA^  ^fMkming  the  eamq  devotion  to  his  cause  ail 
bid  been  shown  by  Warsaw ;  Berthier,  whose 
Mahition  wafe  a«Ai»fied,  aad  ^ho  began  to  be  tired 
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of  war,  £ttiii09ed  theae  envoys  xttdeljr^  atyimg  them 
trmtors  lo  their  isoyeretgn.  The  Prince  of  Ecfc* 
muhl,  on  the  contrary,  faYoured  their  object,  and 
presented  them  to  Napoleon,  who  waa  irritated 
with  Berthier  (br  his  treatment  of  these  Lithua- 
nians, and  reoeiyed  diem  graciously,  without,  how- 
ever, promising  them  his  support*  In  vain,  did 
Davonat  represent  to  him  that  the  opportunity  waa 
fiftvourable,  owing  to  the  destruction  of  the  Rnsstaa 
attay ;  Napoleon's  reply  was^  **  that  Sweden  had 
just  declared  her  armistice  to  him;  that  Austria 
offered  her  mediation  between  France  and  Russia^ 
which  he  looked  upon  as  a  hostile  step ;  that  the 
Frussi^ns^  seeing  him  at  such  a  distance  from  Frande, 
niight.  recover  £rom  theii  astonishmi^frt;  find  indly, 
that  Seiim^  his  faithfiil  aUy^  had  just  been  cb- 
Uuroaed,  and  his  place  filled  by  Mustaphd  :I  V^o^  ^ 
iifhose  dispositions  he  knew  nothing/' . 

The  emperor  of  Fraaee  continued,  therefore^  to 
li^Qciate  with  Rus^a ;  and  the  Turkish  anbassa* 
dj^^i  9aglected  and  forgotten,  wandiered  about  ate 
camp,  without  being  summoned  to  take  any  paftdai 
tW  negoeiatiions  which  terminated  the  war;  heiao- 
turned  tq  Constantmople  soon  after,  in  great -dia^ 
pleas4f(re»  Neither  the  Crimea,  nor  even  Mtddavia 
and  Wallachiai  weire  restored  to  that,  barbmous 
court  by  the  treaty  at  Xilait ;  the  restitution  of  the 
two  latter  provinces  waa  only  stipulated  by  an 
armistice,  the  conditions  of  which  ware  never  meanl; 
to  be  executed.  But  as  Napcdeoa  professed  to  be  the 
mediator  between  Mnstapfaa  and  Alexander,  the 
nunisters  of  the  two  powers  repaired  to  Paris.  But 
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ilKre;4drilq^  tli6-knig^  coid;iiiU«kiGar^'  Hiait  fcagned 
medial6oD,  the  Turkish  plehipcitentiBries  wefe  never 
admitted  to  im' presence. 

If  we  most  even  tei\  the  whole  triith,  h  is  as- 
•erled  that  at  the  interne w  at  Tilait,  and  siibse- 
qjOBttyf,  a  treaty  for  the  partition  of  Turkey  was 
muder- discussion;  It  was  proposed  to  Russia  te 
take  psBseasion  of  Wallachia,  Moldavia,  Bulgaria, 
aiid-a.*part  df  Mount  Hemus.  Austria  was  to  have 
Servia'and'  a  part  of  Bosnia;  France  the  other 
part  ef  that  province,  Albania,  Macedonia,  a»d 
aIl':Gfreece  as  far  as  Tiiessahmica :  Constanti* 
iiople^  Adrianople,  and  Thrace,  were  to  be  left  to 
ilMcTAcks;/'  •" 

'I'iWiietiher  tfaeeotiferenoes  respectisig  thi^pariitldii 
wwe  reUly  of  a  terioufc  nature^  or  merely  the  ^orii- 
mnmiation  of  a  great  idm,  is  uncertain ;  wlHitis 
certain  is,  that  shortly  after  the  iiiiteryi«rw  atTiliiif, 
>  Alexander's  staibidon  was  very  sehdbly  ttioderalted. 
29ie  -saggestions  of  prudence  had  tnade^  him  se^ 
1i»  danger  of  Mbstitifting  for  the  ignorant,  ill^ 
toAted^  Bad  lisdile  TmiDsy,  Kn-  active,  powerful^  Md 
aaanofiMEHidaiihi^  neighbour.  In  his  conversation^ 
eiidiemlije^atthat  tinie,  he  retnarked '^ that  h^ 
luilailready  too  aiueh  of  d^ert  country ;  thtft  fa^ 
kn«r  too  well  by  the  oecnpation  df  the  Orimcfa, 
vsUdi  was  stiH  depopulated,  the  eS^ct  of  eoho^st 
civer  foseign  and  hostile  religions  diid  maiiners ; 
dttttfcerides,  France  and  Rnssld  were  too  sttongtb 
kecofloa-  'sneh  near  ne%hbonrsi  that  two  such 
yffVieikA  iKMlies  coming  into  immetfiate  -  contact, 
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ffQiuld  ba  mxe  to  jostLe;  and  tbat  it  .vr$s  much  be|;ter 
to  leave  intermediate  powers  between  tbem.^' 

Oa  the  other  side^  the  French  emperor  urged  the 
matter  no  further;  the  Spanish  insurrection  diverted 
hifi  attention,  and  imperiously  required  his  presence 
with  all  his  forces.  Even  previous  to  the  interview 
at  Erfurt,  after  Sebs^tiani  s  return  from  Constanti- 
Dople,  although  Napoleon  still  seemed  to  stick  tp 
the  idea  of  dismembering  Turkey  in  Europe,  ha 
had  admitted  the  correctness  of  his  ambassador's 
reasoning :  "  That  in  this  partition,  the  advantages 
would  be  all  against  him  ;  that  Russia  and  Austria 
would  acquire  contiguous  provinces,  which  would 
make  their  dominions  more  complete,  while  we  shouk) 
be  obliged  to  keep  80,000  men  continually  in  Greece 
to  rqtain  it  in  subjection  ;  that  such  an  army,  from 
the  distance,  and  losses  it  would  sustain  from  long 
mi^rc^esy  i^nd  the  novelty,  and  unhealthiness  of  ti^ 
climate,  would  require  30,000  recruits  annually  to 
keep  it  up;  a  number  which  would  quite  drain 
France :  that  a  line  of  operation  extending,  from 
Athens  to  Paris»  was  out  of  all  proportion  (  thftt 
besides  it  was  strangled  at  its  passage  at  Triestet 
at  which  point  only  two  marches  would  put  it  in  the 
power,  of  the  Austrians  to  place  theijoselves  acrpss, 
and  thereby  cut  off  our  army  of  observation  in 
Greece  from  all  communication  with  Italy  and 
France." 

Here  Napoleon  exclaimed^  "  that  Austria  cer* 
t^nly  complicated  every  thing ;  that  she  was  there 
like  a  dead  weight ;  that  she  must  be  got  rid  of ; 
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and  Europe  must  be  divided  into  two  empires :  that 
tbe  Danube,  from  the  Black  Sea  to  Passau,  the 
mountains  of  Bohemia  to  Konigsgratz,  and  the 
Elbe  to  the  Baltic^  should  be  their  lines  of  demarca- 
tion. Alexander  should  become  the  emperor  of  the 
north,  and  he  of  the  south  of  Europe/'  Aban- 
doning^ subsequently^  these  lofty  ideas,  and  revertr 
ing  to  Sebastiani's  observations  on  the  partition  of 
European  Turkey,  he  terminated  the  conferences, 
which  had  lasted  three  days,  with  these  words : 
^  You  are  right,  and  no  answer  can  be  given  to 
that !  I  give  it  up.  Besides,  that  entars  into  my 
views  on  Spain,  which  I  am  going  to  unite  to 
Prance.**— **  What  do  I  hear  V  exclaimed  Sebas- 
tian!, astonished,  **  unite  it!  And  your  brother  !"-^ 
*  What  signifies  my  brother  f '  retorted  Napol6on ; 
''does  one  give  away  a  kingdom  like  Spain?  I  am 
determined  to  unite  it  to  France.  I  will  give  that 
nation  a  great  national  representation.  I  will  make 
the  emperor  Alexander  consent  to  it,  by  allowing 
Uln  to  take  possession  of  Turkey  to  the  Danube, 
and  I  will  evacuate  Berlin.  As  to  Joseph,  I  will 
mdte  him  amends/' 

The  congress  at  Erfurt  took  place  just  after 
ftis.  He  could  have  no  motive  at  that  time  for 
supporting  the  rights  of  the  Turks.  The  French 
anny,  which  had  advanced  imprudently  into  the 
very  heart  of  Spain,  had  met  with  reverses.  The 
presence  of  its  leader,  and  that  of  his  armies  of  the 
Rhine  and  the  Elbe,  became  there  every  day  more 
and  more  necessary,  and  Austria  had  taken  advan- 
tage of  the  opportunity  to  take  up  arms,     l^neasy 
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About  the  state  of  Germany,  Napoleon  was  there* 
fore  anxious  to  make  sure  of  the  dispositions  of 
Alexander,  to  conclude  an  alliance  offensive  and 
defensive  with  him,  and  even  to  engage  him  in  a 
war.  Such  were  the  reasons  which  induced  him 
to  abandon  to  the  emperor,  Turkey  as  for  as  the 
Danube. 

The  Porte  therefore  had  very  soon  reason  to  re^ 
proach  us  for  the  war,  which  was  renewed  between 
it  and  Russia.  Notwithstanding,  in  July,  1808, 
when  M ustapha  was  dethroned,  and  succeeded  by 
Mahmoud,  the  latter  announced  his  accession  to 
the  French  emperor;  but  Napoleon  had  then  to 
keep  upon  terms  with  Alexander,  and  felt  too  much 
regret  at  the  death  of  Selim,  detestation  of  the  bar- 
barity of  the  Mussulmen,  and  contempt  for  theit 
unstable  government,  to  allow  him  to  notice  the 
communication.  For  three  years  he  had  returned 
n<6  teplj  to  the  sultan,  and  his  silence  might  be  in- 
terpreted into  a  refusal  to  acknowledge  him. 

He  was  in  this  ambiguous  position  with  the 
Turks,  when  all  of  a  sudden,  on  the  21st  of  March# 
181 S,  only  six  weeks  before  the  war  with  Russia 
commenced,  he  solicited  an  alliance  with  Mahmoud; 
he  demanded  that  within  five  days  from  the  period 
of  the  communication,  all  negociation  between  thfe 
Turks  and  Russians  should  be  broken  off;  and 
that  an  army  of  100,000  men,  commanded  by 
the  sultan  himself,  should  march  to  the  Danube 
within  nine  days.  The  return  which  he  proposed 
to  make  for  this  assistance  was  to  put  the  Porte  in 
possession  of  the  very  same  M<ddavia  and  Wab- 
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lachia,  which  luder  the  circumstances  the  Rcissians 
were  but  too  happy  to  restore  as  the  price  of  a 
speedy  peace ;  and .  the  promise  of  procuring  the 
restoration  of  the  Crimea,  which  he  had  tnade^ii^ 
years  before  to  Selim,  was  again  renetwed. 

We  know  not  whether  the  lime  at  which  this 
despatch  was  to  arrive  at  Constantinople  had  beea 
badly  calculated^  whether  Napoleon  believed  the 
Turjdsh  army  to  be  stronger  than  it  really  was,  or 
whether  he  had  flattered  himself  with  surpriaang 
and  captivating  the  determination  of  the  divan  by 
a  proposition  which  was  as  sudden  as  he  deemed 
it  advantageous.  It .  can  hardly  be  supposed  that 
]^  was  igoorant  of  the  invariable  customs,  of  tb9 
l^ossulmen,  which  prevented  the  grand  ifigno;:  from 
ever  t^ipearing  in  person  at  the  h^ad  of  his  army^ . 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  genius  of  NapolpoA 
coiild  stoop  so  low  as  to  impute  to  the  div^an  the 
brutish  ignjorance  which  it  exhibited  of  its  real  in*. 
terests.  After  the  manner  in  which  he  had  abaof 
doned.the  interests  of  Turkey  in  1807>perhpps  hedid 
i^otJifaki^  sufficient  allow  au/ce  for  the  distrust  whicii 
tlie,  Mussulman  we^e  likely  ;tQ  enter  tain,  of  his  new 
mouses.  ;^  he  forgpt  that  they  were  tftiorign^orant  to 
fl|^reciate  the  change  which  r/eoenti  cirouinstances 
^i  effected  in  his  political  views ;  and  that  barber 
rifuislike  these,  oould  still  less  comprehend  the  fee]- 
^gs  of  dislike  with  which  they  had  inspired  him^  by 
ikeir  depositiqin  an4  murder  of  Selim^  to  whi»n  he 
W.91  attached^  and  in  cqujunction  with  whom  he  had 
hoped  to  make  European  Turkey  a  military  power 
capable  of  coping  with  I^ttssia. 


(    so   ) 

Perhaps  he  might  still  have  gained  over  Mah« 
moud  to  his  caase^  if  he  had  sooner  made  use  of 
more  potent  arguments ;  hut^  as  he  has  since  ex- 
pressed himself^  it  revolted  his  pride  to  make  use 
of  corruption.  We  shall  besides  shortly  see  him 
hesitating  about  beginning  a  war  with  Alexander, 
or  laying  too  much  stress  on  the  alarm  with  which 
his  immense  preparations  would  inspire  that  mon- 
arch. It  is  also  possible,  that  the  last  propositions 
which  he  made  to  the  Turks  being  tantamount  to  a 
declaration  of  war  against  the  Russians,  were  delayed 
for  the  express  purpose  of  deceiving  the  Czar  as 
to  the  period  of  his  invasion.  Finally,  whether  U 
was  from  all  these  causes,  from  a  confidence 
founded  on  the  mutual  hatred  of  the  two  nations, 
and  on  his  treaty  of  alliance  with  Austria,  which 
had  just  guaranteed  Moldavia  and  Wallachia  to  the 
Turks,  he  detained  the  ambassador  whom  he  sent 
to  them  on  his  road,  and  waited,  as  we  have  just 
seen,  to  the  very  last  moment. 

But  the  divan  was  surrounded  by  the  Russian, 
English,  Austrian,  and  Swedish  envoys,  who  with 
one  voice  represented  to  it,  "  that  the  Turks  were 
indebted  for  their  existence  in  Europe  solely  to  the 
divisions  which  existed  among  the  Christian  mon- 
archs;  that  the  moment  these  were  united  under 
the  same  influence,  the  Mahometans  in  Europe 
would  be  overwhelmed ;  and  that  as  the  French 
emperor  was  advancing  rapidly  to  the  attainment  of 
universal  empire,  it  was  him  whom  the  Turks  had 
most  reason  to  dread." 

To  these    representations  were   added  the  in- 
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trigue$  of  the  two  Greek  princes  Morozi.  They 
were  of  the  same  religion  with  Alexander^  and  they 
looked  to  him  for  the  possession  of  Mohlavia  and 
Wallachia.  Grown  rich  hy  his  favours  and  by  the 
gold  of  England,  these  dragomen  enlightened  the 
misuspecting  ignorance  of  the  Turks,  as  to  the  occu- 
patibn  and  military  surveys  of  the  Ottoman  fron- 
tiers by  the  French.  They  did  a  great  deal  more ; 
the  first  of  them  influenced  the  dispositions  of  the 
divan  and  the  capital,  and  the  second  those  of  the 
sultan  and  the  army ;  and  as  the  proud  Mahmoud 
resisted,  and  would  only  accept  of  an  honourable 
peace,  these  treacherous  Greeks  contrived  to  disband 
his  army^  and  compelled  him,  by  insurrections,  to 
sign  the  degrading  treaty  of  Bucharest  with  the 
Russians. 

Such  is  the  power  of  intrigue  in  the  seraglio ; 
two  Gseeks  whom  the  Turks  despised,  there  de- 
cided the  fate  of  Turkey,  in  spite  of  the  sultan 
himself.  As  the  latter  depended  for  his  existence 
on  the  intrigues  of  his  palace^  he  was,  like  all 
despots  who  shut  themselves  up  in  them,  obliged 
to  yield;  the  Morozi  carried  the  day,  but  afterwards 
he  had  them  both  beheaded. 


(  «•  ) 

CHAP.  IV. 
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In  tb|8  manner  had  we  lost  the  suppprt  of  T^x^, 
key ;  but  Sweden  still  remained  to  us ;  her  n^nard^ 
had  sprung  from  our  ranks;  a  soldier  of  our  »^Jr, 
it  was  to  that  he  owed  his  glory  and  hia  throne;, 
was  it  likely  that  he  would  desert  our  cause  on  thp^ 
first  .opportunity  he  had  of  showing  his  grati|kude  I 
It  was  impossible  to  anticipate  such,  ingratitude;^ 
still  less,  that  he  would  sacrifice  th^  real  ajxd  pejC;, 
manent  interests  of  Sweden .  to  hi^  formep  jea^^ 
lousy  of  Napoleon^  and  perhaps  to  4  weakness  to^v 
common  among  the  upstart  favorites,  of  fo^tu^j^^ 
unless  it  be  that  the  submission  of  men  who  h^^^ 
newly  attained  to  greatness^  to  tho^e.  who  l^pa^l^ipj^ 
a  transmitted  rank,  is  a  necessity  of,  their  position, 
more  than  an  error  of  their  self-lova^        .  .  ,  .,  %n 

Jn,  this  greftt  contest  between  aristocracy,  fipd 
democracy,  the  ranks  of  the  former  had  jlpi^^, 
joined  by  one  of  its  most  determine4 .  e^/^^^ 
Bernadotte  having  ,been,  thrown  almost  .mi>^j^^ 
among  the  ancient  courts  and  nqbility,  di4  pwy , 
thing  to  merit  his  adoption  by  them,  and  qucceeid^d^, 
But  his  success'  must  have  oost  him  dea^j,.  as; .  i^^ 
order  to  obtain  it,  he  was  first  obliged  to  'ab^ndcMptj 
his  old  companions^  and  the  authors  of /hiif,  (^9fyf 
in  (he  hour  of  peril.  At  a  later  period  he;di4i 
more ;  he  was  seen  marching  oyer  thei):  h^/^fi^i^^j 

corses^  jouwg  with  .all. theix^.  and  f^rai^ly  thiiU) 
enemies^,  to  overwhelm  the  country  of  his  birth. 
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nd  thereby  lay  that  of  hla  adoption  at  the  mercy 
ef  the  first  csar  who  should  be  ambitious  of  reign- 
ing orer  the  Baltic. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  would  appear  that  the 
character  of  Bemadbtte,  and  the  importance  of 
Sweden  in  the  decisive  struggle  which  was  about 
U^  Commence,  were  ndt  sufficiently  weighed  in  the 
poKti'cal  balance  of  Napoleon.  His  ardent  and  ex- 
dusive  genius  bazarded  too  much ;  he  overloaded 
a  sofid  foundation  so  miuch  that  he  sunk  it.  Thus 
itwasy  that  after  justly  appreciating  the  Swedish 
intereats,  as  naturally  bound  up  with  his,  the  mo- 
nent  he  wanted  to  weaken  the  power  of  Russia,  he 
fancied  that  he  could  exact  every  thing  from  the 
Swedes  without  promising  them  any  thing  in  re« 
tern:  his  pride  did  not  make  any  allowance  for 
^eirs,  judginff  that  they  were  too  much  interested 
tntht  iucceis  of  his  cause,  for  them  ever  to  think 
of  separating  themselves  from  it. 

-  ''Wdl  ihtiat^  however,  take  up  the  history  a  little 
flssriferi  foots  will  prove  that  the  defection  of 
SIrMett  was  as  niuch  attributable  to  the  jealous 
aMition  of  Bernadbtte  as  to  the  unbending  pride 
ef  Napcfilioa* '  It  wiH  be  seen  that  her  new  monarch 
Mramed  tb  lihnself  a  great  part  of  the  responsibility 
dt'ihe  niptbre^  byofibring  hilf  alliance  &t  the  price 
cffllliHicfc  of  treabhery. 

.  yH^UBa  Napoleon  xietumed  from  Egypt,  he  did 
abt  beeoine  the  chief  of  his  equals  with  all  their 
€lUttirience>  Then  such  as  were  already  jealous 
ofthialglory  baeame  still   more  envious  of  his 
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ppw^.  Ab  tbfsy  could  not  diifmtQ  the  fitatj  i^tfj: 
i^ttempti^d  (o  refuafe  qbedience  to  tiie  sepond.  Mo? 
re^u^  and  several  other  gener/ils,  eitbcff  bj  per? 
guasipii  or  ^wprUe,  iMid  co^p^rated  is  the.rer 
i^lution  of  tke  18th  Brumaire:  they  afiterwatdA 
repef^ted  of  it  Bernadotte  had  refused  partis 
^ipatiB^  in  it«  Alonej  during  the  nighty  in  Narr 
poleon's  own  residen<pe».  amidst  a  thousand  de* 
voted  officers,  waiting  only  for  the  conqueror's 
ordersj  Bernadottei  then  a  strenuouft  .repuhUe4]^ 
TUTM  daring  enough  to  oppose  his  argfiments^  to 
Xfiidse  the  second  place  in  Ihe  republic^  and  to  xet 
tort  upon  his  aogisr  by  threats*  ^  apoleoa  ^owed 
him  .to  dep^t,  bearing  himself  proudly*^  and  «pMS 
ibrough  the  midst  of  his  piurtijians,  ciirrying  iwit^l 
lum  his  secrets^  and  declarhig  himsiBlf  bis  en^qij) 
pnd  even  hb  c)enQunG^r•  Either  from  res^c^^o^h)^ 
l^xothep^  to  whom  Bernadotte  was  alUed  by.  mai:t 
riage^  from  moderatioui,  the  usiial  eompiiBt^  ^ 
strei^th/or  from  astonishment,  herslii^[bordifaim.tR 
depart  quietly.  .  .    jM    ' 

,  Xn  the  eojuxseof  the  siame,nighi;»,aco(nv^iilipIei 
cpi^isting  often  deputi^  of  the  Caundl.  of.  Fivn 
Hupdredi  m^t.  at  tb^  b^use  of  S^^r*- ;  >  thither  3^ 
padotte.  repaired*  Tbey  settlefd^  that  ^it  ;Di|if 
o'clock,  peji^t  morning  the  CoupfciL  dpvVi...  ^0)14 
a  sittings  to,  which  those  only  ahmU  be.invite^ 
yfho  tv^e  of.  Ijhe  sama  wm^  of  tlanking^; :  t|iat 
tbptP  a  defcree  aboipld  lie  passed^  that  in  liiffitatiiTn 
of  the,  Qoundil  of  Ancients^  which:  had  p^udei^lji 
qmned  Boni^rte.  general' of  ita^ord^- the  Council 
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ifPm^t^iBi  ^ttld  &|)pdit)tf^rn«ld6et6  to  com> 
ukM  ^kskii'  and  t'ftaf  fhe  latter,  properly  anded; 
AinAi:  beih  readiness  to  be  sinnmbned  to  it.  It  wa^ 
iH  S— 1^'^ hbnht  thkt  l^is plbn wtisfbteed.  8—;-^ 
Mliisilf  nhnjediately  afterwards  rati  to  NitptfTeon, 
Ia9  audOSed  thd  whole  to  film.  A  thr^'&t  from  thd 
I^ifkr  -kair  qtnte  si^ffiliietit  to  kee|>  the  conapiratoH 
id'orAef ;  not  one  of  them  dared  to  show  his  fa6d 
it  tliy  Cduhdl,  and  the  next  day  th^  revolution  of 
tfte  l3tt  Brttthkire  Wa§  cood^eted. 
'  -  Beiriiiifloite  was  prMent  enough  HftiefWardi  to 
tetffn  stifnuission,  hut  Napoleon  had  hot  forgotten 
faydjiifefliiBH:  He  kept  a  watchful  eyb  on  all  his 
mieiiMtai  Nbt  long  after,  fae  dilsp«cted  His  bdtig 
Si  theli^cf  ae'l^epubKcan  6dnspiracy  v^hieH  hid 
Vien'fbmSn^  a^ntist  him  )tl  the  west.  A  ptetba- 
iii^^d<9ttiAriSon  discovered  it ;  an  officer  wh6  hUd 
V&iA  4tteilfM"BpV  othet  catisei,  and  dtt  tecomplic^ 
k  BtfrtMBtffcfe/'  d^oini^ed  the  authors.  On  th&t 
eidaiflifB^foMmt)'ii\^-^sta  seated,  if  Napbtebii 
had  be^n  tlble  to  conViei  hiiii  of  it. 
''^'fl(^'WM»>'«ittiB&ea  with  baiiiAing  him  tb  Aihdrlca; 
Vli^^'iM'm»ofta^iAei  bf  the  Republfc.  But 
flil^iAift'ltltt^Mtrtd'Berl^^  who  i^ak  alrisixdf  ai 

RUflid&rti- 1^  Maying  hitr  embarkation  ufitil  fitb 
W  with  Sfigiand' was  renewed!  He  tiien  rbfds^i 
i»^i^^  Nikjpo^  ^uld  no  longbi:  d)mpel  him. 
''  jm  '1k&  TNHh^at/s  l&etwiett  them  h&d  thus  beei^ 
tt(MI»'(ff''1mtr«9;'  and' (Ms  «hc/ek  only  get^kd  to  in- 
•rtittetllkiL  -Sttdttaft^,  Napoleon  Wks  heard  re>- 
jfMHetA^  'BetbiOkMe  willt  hht  ehi^Mts  dftd  trea> 
eberovs  inactiort  during  the  battle  of  Auerstadtj  aind 
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hi9  Older  of  the  day  at  Wagram,  in  which  he  had 
assumed  the  honour  of  that  victory.  He  also  spoke 
reproachfully  of  his  character^  as  heing  much  mor^ 
lumbitious  than  patriotic ;  and  perhaps  of  the  fasci^ 
jMtioa  of  his  manners^ — all  of  them  things  consi- 
dered dangerous  to  a  recently  established  govern- 
ment; and  yet  he  had  showered  rank,  titlei^,  and 
distinctions  upon  him,  while  Bernadotte,  always  un- 
grateful, seemed  to  accept  them  merely  as  injustice 
due  to  his  merits,  or  to  the  want  which  was  felt  oi 
him.     These  complaints  of  Napoleon   were  not 

without  foundation. 

•  •  ' 

Bernadotte,  on  his  side,  abusiilg  the  emperor^ 
•moderation  and  desire  to  keep  on  terms  with  him, 
l^fadually  drew  upon  him  an  increase  of , his  diii^ 
l^leaspre^  which  his  ambition  was  pleased  to  call 
^nmity*  He  demanded  why  Napoleon  had'pladedl 
him  in  suqh  a  dangerous  and  false  position  at  W^- 
jglTi^p,?  why  th^  report  of  that  victory  had  been  so 
m^fE^vQucable  to  him?  to.w^iat  was  he  to  a^ribute 
the  jealous  anxiety  to  weaken  his  eulogium  in  llhp 
jj^imrnals  by  artful  notes?  Up  to  that  t^mi^,  hpw- 
jaypr,  the  obscure  and  uodejrhand  opppsition  of 
^is  general  tp  his  emperor  had  been  of  no  im- 
.portati(cq ;  but  a  jnuch  wider  field  was  then  open^ 
t^  their  mjsiaiid<^rstanding. 

.  „By  the  treaty  of  Tilsit,  Swedeq,  as  well  as  Tuir 
jkey^  bad  beep  sacrificed  to  Russia  apd  the  copii- 
•nental  system.  The  mistaken  or  mad  politics  of 
Oui;tavds  ly.  had  been  the  cauae  of  this.  Ever 
^nce  1804  that  n^o^arch  appeared  to  I^ave  enli^te^ 
j^^qpself  in  the  pay  of  England ;  \t  wall  he  afso  .w^o 
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h»d  been  the  first  to  break  the  ancient  alliance 
between  France  and  Sweden.  He  had  obstinately 
persevered  in  that  false  policy  to  such  an  extent  at 
firsts  as  to  contend  against  France  when  she  was 
victorious  over  Russia,  and  afterwards  with  Riissfa 
and  France  united.  The  loss  of  Pomerania,  in 
1807,  and  even  that  of  Finland  and  the  islands  of 
A}dnd,  which  were  united  to  Russia  in  1808,  were 
not  su^cient  to  shake  his  resolution. 
.  It  was  then  that  his  irritated  subjects  resumed 
die  power  which  bad  been  torn  from  them  in 
1772, ,  and  1788,  by  Gustavus  III.,  and  of  which 
}fiM  successor  made  such  bad  use.  Gustavus  Adol- 
plfius  IV.  was  imprisoned,  dethroned,  his  linekl 
ijescendants  excluded  from  ttie  throne,  his  uticlis 
put  in.lBis  place,  and  the  princie  of  Hblsteiri- 
Ao^^tenbufg  elected  hereditary  prinjce  of  SWe*- 
den.  As  tije.war  had  been  the  cause  of  this'revo- 
jutton.  peace  was  the  result  of  it ;  it  was  concluded 
witfc  "Russia  in  1809 ;  but  the  newly-elected  hei^e- 
3itaiy  prince' fiheh  died  suddenly.  ' 

V  in  tpeheminin^  of  1810,  France  rlestored  Pome- 
raua  w^A  the  Island  of  tlugen  to  Sweden,  al^  tli^ 
bnce'of  hef'acceMiori  to  the  continetitil  system. 
Tnie  Swedes,  worn  out,  impoverished,  anti  become 
ahnpst  islanders,  in  cons'equence'oftli'^  loss  of  pin- 
land,  were  vel^^'toatirtb  breaTs:  wi^  fciigldhd,  knd 
jet  th^'h^a  no'^reme^y':  bii  tfie*  other  side  theV 
stoqd  m '  awe  of  the  nei^hbourinfif  and  powerfm 
£OTeiiiment. of  Russia.  Fmdmg  themselves  weak 
uid  isola(e(^/tbey  looked  routfiff  for  siibport.'  *  *^ 
^%iilioititai  juii  Ulen'  appointed-  to  the  'coto- 


(    «8    ) 

mtmd  of  the  French  army  which  took  pOMessira  of 
Pbtnerania ;  his  military  reputation^  and-  stUl  more 
that  of  his  nation  and  its  soveragn^  bis  fascinating 
mildness,  his  generosity,  and  bis  flattering  atten* 
tions  to  the  Swedes  with  whom  he  had  to  trefrt, 
induced  several  of  them  to  fix  their  eyes  upon  him. 
They  appeared  to  have  known  nothing  of  the  ima*- 
understanding  between  this  marshal  and  the  emi- 
peror ;  they  fancied  that  by  electing  him  for  their 
prince,  they  would  not  only  obtain  an  a\A^  and 
experienced  general,  but  also  a  powerfbl  mediatOT 
between  France  and  Sweden,  and  a  certun  pror 
tector '  in  the  emperor :  it  happened  quite  the 
contrary. 

Daring  the  intrigues  to  which  this  circumstatace 
gave  rise,  Bemadotte  to  his  previous  complaints 
against  Napoleon  fancied  that  he  had  to  add  others. 
When,  in  oppontipn  to  the  king,  and  the  majority 
of  ihe  members  of  the  diet,  he  was  proposed  n 
successor  to  the  crown  of  Sweden ;  when  his  pre^ 
tensions  were  supported  by  Charles's  prime  mi- 
luster,  (a  man  of  no  family,  who  owed,  like  faim, 
all  his  illustration  to  himself,)  and  the  count  de 
Wrede,  the  only  member  of  the  diet  who  had  rf>- 
served  hfs  vote  for  him ;  when  he  came  to  noUett 
Napoleon's  interference,  why  did  he,  when  Charlda 
Kill,  desired  to  know  his  wishes,  exhibit  so  nmdi 
indifference  ?  Why  did  he  prefer  the  ufnioQ  of  the 
three  northern  crowns  on  the  bead  of  a  prince  of 
Denmark?  If  he,  Bernadotte,  succeeded  in  the 
enterprise,  he  was  not  at  all  indebted  for  it  to  the 
emperor  of  France ;  he  owed  it  to  the  pretensions 
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•f  die:  di^jof  A«gii9teilbufg  */)u8  most  4itngfaroui 
fvroi^ita  the'  giwlefiil  jindawty  <€tf  Ijba  bpqron  4e 
Mmneif,  whariwci^  the  first  to  propose,  bis  joleeitipiji, 
mid  to  fchA  aremon  of  tlip  Sw^w  to  tfae.DawJi^ 
alwre  «tt  be  owed  it  to  atpM«|M>rt  wbiob  bpd  beea 
«dioitfy  0btiiiiied  hj  Im  ag^ont  from  Napoleonfs 
inimstar.  It  uras  s^d  tbat  this  dociuneat  was  3% 
dadoiMly  pff<>diieed  by  Beroadojtte's  secret  emissary 
BSA  jMAof  ixf  aa  ^utogiapb  miasioii  with  whicb  he 
pmtended  fo  be  charged^  and  of  the  formal  desire 
«fi  tfie  francb  emperor  to  see, one  of  bis  lieutenants^ 
wkA  tlie  relfttiaii  of  his  brother,  plaoed  upofi  the 
throne  of  Sweden. 

riB^paadotte  also  felt  that  be  owed  this  ofowm  to 
4iui:cbiaice,  wfaieh  had  made  him  be  faqrn  and  edu^ 
eaied  in  a  vel^ion  JNmilar  to  that  of  the  Swedesr; 
t#1ihe  bitdfe  of  a  s<m,  wbieh  eeonrjed  the  succession;; 
te  *b«:>#ddr6B8  of  his  agentfi^  Wbo»  either  wi^h  xfr 
wi^wmt  Jna  autiMnrkjr^  dazded  the  poverty  of  the 
iasui  with  the  promise  of  fourteen  millions 
which  hk  election  Was  to  enrich  their  treasury.; 
«id^Hdly  to  hb  flattejii^  attontiqns,  which  had 
•fdaadlhaiii^hftveioea  of  seireral  Swedish  officers  who 
iair^lKMii  bieprssonerd*  But.  as  to  Napoleoq^  what 
'Hisihe^' w9&*Q^hxml't  What. wee. his  reply  to  the 
(|»M  of  thli^l&r.3of ^several  Swedes,  mh^n  be; him- 
^fwaiiejlupeft  hkmi  to  iH^bcm  him  of  it  ?  ''  I  am  at 
Moo  gfeat  e  distanee  from  Sweden,  to  miit  myself  up 
bar  aHabs^    Too  nutst  Aot  reckon  upon  my  su$h 


•^  BroHisr  sl^tbe  dacewsd  prisBce  of  that  same. 


:• 


oj^oea^ity,  from  bis  fdTCa.d4ii£:.tta)&^cicltioa  ef  thsidiika/ 
of  Oldenburg^  the  husband  of  the  ^MMmm  ffrmA^ 
duche39»  ^bo  had  refiued  bim  ber  haad;  of  flnaliy- 
fropd ,  respect  for  the  wjisbes  of  fortiiB^y  NapcdiMm; 
djRclar^  tb^t  be  wqiild  leave  it  to  IbNT/to  dexside.:] 
^i4  Bepnadptta  was  in  ci^ns^quenoe  electee^  ciojHiiir 
prince  of  Sweden.  «  a  ^  n-i 

Tbe  newly-telec^  ptince  immediately  paid -bis 
r^espepts  to  the  ^niiperor,  who  rei^eived  hitn  firanldyi 
''.As  you  are  offered  tbe  ctawn^ojT.Swe^W,  hftg^aokV 
you  to  accept  of  it.  I  bad  anpthei:  wish^  m  ^U  kliaw^- 
l)ut,  in  shorty  it  is  your  swoyrd  wbi(;h'H99:iwt40  yMu 
a  kif^^and  you  understand  tbat.it;  is.Q«l'iSl>t  me>U9 
stai^  in  the  way  pf  your. i^opd.fovtuiie/' .  K^itbehl 
entered  very  fully  with  km  into  the  wholo^^aA^pA 
hi9  poUcyj  in  wj^cb  Jpernadotte  appetfediliiUjtJn 
copcur  f  ^verj;  dajr  be  .attended  the.^inp^rocVl#vM< 
a]9ng  with  bis  sony mixing,  i^itl^  th^^h^/CMifftierea 
$^  such  marks  of  deference^  he  comple|;e}y.  gaiiiedi 
the  heart  of  Napoleon.  Me  wa8  f^bpiiti  t^.4l»9arijt 
poor.  Unwilling,  that  be.  should  /pre«(9nt  bitowlf  to 
the  Swedish  throne  in  tbat.niecessitou«.Btajt%:]j|^  Ai 
ipere  adventurer,  the  jemperor  g^era^sly,ggteifaisM 
two  milUons  out.  of  his  pw^  .treasury  ^.ti^ikyrfah 
granted  to.  his  family  the  dat9itioiui!.>^ieh.;jaa  .f' 
forei|:n  prince  lie  couW  W.Jgng^ff  ar^t^Wi  faifnaei^q 
4nd  they  parted,  on   apparmit  'ternw  p{  mutmii 

satisfaction.  .      .    :  '  ;i    ;»f 

It  was  natural  that  1^^  expeotatJuansrof  Nftpolroii^ 
as  to  the  alliance  with  Sweden  should  be  heighkeiffidl 
b^  this  election,  a^id  by<  the  favoucs^  w^itli  ihe.faail^ 
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vtvjnnomeBt^rte  ^ns  fairljr  out  cf'f'r^nce/  i^ellng 
fa|IMeIf  M  St  were  Mli^mcl 'from  a  Malte  oblong  tmd 
paMfad^0DnM«il!(e;ii49  sakl  thbt  his  liktdd  to  m^ 
polboit.vMwiedl  Mself  in  tht^fltenhig 'ext>rei^slor)s^^^ 
wUe^  IrlMlierflitie  or  felse,  were  ccmYeyed  tb  thW 
emperor.  ^ 

"  OmibiB  side^  that  noliardb,  forced  to  be  absolute 
iartttiototiiieiital  ajrstem,  craniped  the  commerce  of 
SiMden^  b^-'wisbed  even  to  exchide  American 
u&mld  iftcptt'  Mnr  ports ;  and  at  last  he  declared' 
that  he^'w^iiMicffiily  regard  as 'frietids'lifa^  enemies  of 
Grtfttt  B#iiaAb/  Bernadotte  was  obfiged  to  mak^ 
bbiMed&onitb^' winter  and  the  Hea  separated  liitn 
tmam^Vk&BaiMa^e,  ot  protected  him  firom  the  at-' 
tabkiit^^'tlMGbjgHih;  the  French  were  clos^  to 
bia^fiotla^'Mii  waif  with  France  therefbre  might  be 
mtiitmtit  ^WikHihmi  a  w&r  tnth  England  would  be; 
itmH/tf,  ok'^p^*  ■  The  prince  of  Sweden  adoptedf 
tki^Mlef  al«M«aisve. 

'  '^HbpBlooa'  however,  being  as  mnch  a  conqueror 
ift  fiiiic^M  ill  wai*,  and  suspecting  the  intentions  of 
Mi«d«lt^'''lMd  dMaanded  from  Sweden  several 
sspfAiMiof  %^iilg  for  bis  Birest  fle^t,  and  the  de- 
sy i*th»  icff ^tf^baJy ' tff  trbops,  which  were  to  be  in  his'' 
Iiiiyf  Itts^hSH-inlmaite'ltreakening  his  allies  to  subdue 
hiMmmaik^p  M^as^  ilBow  Mm  to  become  master  of 
bodu  He  also  required  that  colonial  produce 
i;»lib  talleeted'in'  Stireden,  the  same  as  in 
ry-to*  a  dtttf  of  "five  per  cent.  Ft  is  even 
afiftneA 'thatr^ he* applied  to  Bernadotte  to  allow 
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£E0Mk   dMMMfig   to    be    pIlMSCd   4t  :<}l6tteBfallrgl 

Theie  demands  were  eluded.  > 

Soen  after  Napokon  propmsd  a&  alKaiHie'be* 
kween  Sweden^  Denmatk,  and  die  gmad  duAj  cf 
Warsaw^  a  northttn  eon&devatioii^  ef  wldoii  he 
woaUL  hare  deolared  himself  protector^  like  tha*<Qf 
Ifae  Rhine.  The  answer  of  Bemadotte,  without  ibsiag 
poBitirely  negative^  had  the  same  effect ;  it  ms  tke 
same  with  the  offiansive  and  defimnre  treaty  which 
Mi^c^eon  again  proposed  to  him.  Sinoe  tibdt,  Beatv 
nadotfte  has  declared,  that  in  feai  sucoessitethktifeexfi 
written  with  his  own  hand,  he  had  fmnUy  rtated 
tibe  impossibiUty  he  was  under  of  complying'  with 
iuB  wishes,  and  repeated  his  protestations  of  attadb- 
ntent  to  his  former  sovereign,  but  that  the  Idtter 
aierer  deigned  to  reply.  This  im^iolitic  silemie^dan 
«nly  be  attributed  to  the  pride  of  Napoleon^  mrhidi 
was  piqued  at  Bernadotte's  refusals.  Vh  doobt  he 
considered  his  protestatimis  as  too  iblse  to  deeenre 
any  answer*  .  v 

The  irritation  increased;  the  communleatioQfK 
bepame  disagreeable ;  they  were  iatevrupted  by  tite 
recall  of  Aiquier,  the  French  minister  in  Sweden. 
As  the  pretended  idedaration  of  war  by  B^hititdofttfe 
against  England  remained  a  dead  li^tter,  Nafpo^eott, 
who  was  not  to  be  denied  or  deceived  mitk  intfpiKkity, 
carried  an  a  sharp  war  against  the  Swedish  com- 
tnerce  by  means  of  his  privateers.  By  them,  and 
the  invasion  of  Swedish  Pomerania  oo  Ihe  d7th  of 
January,  181S,  he  punished  Bernadotte  for  hie  de- 
viations from  the  conl^inental  Byatein>  and  obtained 
as  prisoners  several  thousand  Swedish  soldiers  and 
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fiaries. 

Tkma  also  ow  eomrnvnic^tions  wit^  Rassia  were 
^fa%  a  stop  ta  Napoleon  immedigtely  pddceased 
Muiitll^x)  the  fstmce  of  Sweden ;  hi^  notes  were 
'toacmrvad  an  the  style  of  a  lord  parasioUnt  yibo 
speaks  ifttha  interest  of  Hs  vassal^  and  who  is  setir 
s9>Ie  of  the /right  he  has  to  his  gi^titnde  or  svikh 
Bunion,  and  who  calcnlates  upon  it.  He  demanded 
that  Beniadotte  sfaonld  dedare  a  reel  war  against 
fiegland>  diiit  her  out  from  this  Baltic,  and  that  he 
(ibodld '  send  an  army  of  40,000  Swedes  against 
'fiossiia;.  19  return  for  this,  he  promised  him  his 
prateetiDn,  the  restoration  of  Finland,  and: twenty 
vfllions'  for  an  eqtial  amount  of  colonial  produee, 
whieh  the  Swedes  were  first  to  deUren  Austria 
imdertook  to  support  this  proposition ;  hut  Ber^ 
nadotbv  already  feeling  himself  settled  on  the 
thnme^  answered  l&e  an  independmt  monaneli. 
Ostensibly  he  declared  himself  neutral,  opened  }m 
fottBi»  all  urtions,  proclaimed  his  rights  and  his 
giievatiees,  appealed  to  humanity,  recommended 
peaee>  and  ofibr^d  himself  as  a  mediator :  secretly, 
henAmd  himself  to  Napoleon  at  the  price  of 
Hsivay;  finland>  and  a  subndy. 

' '  jte  ihe  reafiag  of  a  letter  concaved  in  this  new  and 
wwgytftsd  Irty fe,  Boni^rte  was-  seised  with  rage 
and  ostonisiitnent*  He  saw  m  it,  and  not  without 
leisofl^  ari^eneditnteddi^fectibn  on  the  part  of  Ber- 
atdofte,  li  seclret  agreement  with  his  enemies!  He 
waa  Med  with  indignation ;  he  exclaimed,  striking 
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violently  ou  the  letter,  and  the  table  on  which  it 
lay  open :  ''  He !  the  rascal !  he  presume  to  give  rae 
advice !  to  dictate  the  law  to  me !  to  dare  propose 
^ch  an  iiifamoiis  act  *  to  me!  And  this  from  a  man 
who  owes  every  thing  to  my  bounty!  What  in- 
gratitude !"  Then,  pacing  the  room  with  rapid 
strides,  he  was  at  intervals  giving  vent  to  such  ex- 
pressions as  these :  "  I  ought  to  have  expected  it ! 
he  has  always  sacrificed  every  thing  to  hts  interests ! 
l*his  is  the  same  man,  who,  during  his  short  mi- 
nistry, attempted  the  resurrection  of  the  infamous 
Jacobins!  When  he  looked  only  to  gain  by  dis- 
6rder,  he  opposed  the  18th  Brumaire !  He  it  was 
^^ho  was  conspiring  in  the  west  against  the  re- 
estaMishment  of  law  and  religion!  Has  not  bis 
eiivio'us  and  perfidious  inaction  already  betrayeil 
rtie  French  army  at  Auerstadt  ?  How  many  times, 
from  regard  to  Joseph,  have  X  pardoned  his  in- 
fHgues  and  concealed  his  faults!  And  yet  I 'have 
tiiade  him  general-iri-cbief,  marshal,  duke,  prince* 
and  finally  king !  But  you  see  how  all  these  favours 
ancl'thfe  pardon  of  so  many,  injuries  are  thrown 
aSvaty  on  a  man  like  this!  For  a  century  past,  it 
Sweden;  half  devoured  by  Russia,  stifl  retains  her 
independence,  she  owes  it  to  the  support  of  France. 
But  itmatters  not :  Bernadotte  requires  the  taptisrii 
bf  theandent  aristocracy!  a  baptism  of  blood,  and 

•  ■  • 

::  ^,  ltI«poieDQ.itt>:4oubt  apake-ofMheAp^^^siiidii^  whkfa  Biar^ 
{^atte.|iuKi«  to  luin  U>  tal|e  awaj  Nojrwugr  fit^iii  I>09Qn»ki  hjgk 

faithful  ally^  iii  order  by  this  act  .of  tre^hcry  to  p^rcl^fte  .t4)f 
assistance  of  Sweden. 


pf  French  blood j  aod  yoci  will  Boofi  s^e,  that  tp 
satisfy  his  envy  aod  amhition^  he  will  betray  both 
his  native  and  adopted  country."  t 

In  v'ain  did  they  attempt  to  calm  him.  They 
repr.esei>t^4  the  difiGiculties  which  his  new  situation 
bad  in^pojSfed  on  Bernadotte;  that  the.  .cession  pf 
Unland  to;  Russia  had  separated  Sweden  from  the 
continent^  almost  made  an  island  of  that  country^ 
and  thereby  enlisted  her  in  the  Englbh  system.— r 
Under  such  important  circumstances,  all  the  need 
wlucfa.he  hi^  of  this  ally  was  unable  to  vanquish 
his  pridcj  which  revolted  at  a  proposition  which  he 
regarded. as  insulting;  perhaps  also  in  the  new 
monarph  of  Sweden  he  still  saw  the  same  B^r- 
DflidQtte  wJ^  .was  {ornverly  his  subject,  ^nd  his 
pnSUtapry.inferiorjand  who*  affected  to  have  cut  out 
for;  h^ipself ,  a.  4^tiny  independent  of  his.  ^roijo 
t)iat  :iiiopient  his  instructions  to^  his^  minister  boi;^ 
the  fiqipjress.  of  that  disposition;  the  latter,  ita^ 
hue^B^tetied  the  bitternesa  of  them,  but  a  r^uptuif 
becanfip  ineyitable. 

It  ifi^  uncertain  which  contributed  most  toit^ith^ 
nnde  of  Napoleon,  or  .the  ancient  jealousy  of  JBer- 
i^fqt%t^^it  19  certain  t^at  onr  the  p^rt  of  the  fprn^ 
ihe  ni^tivef  of  it  were  honourable.  ^'Penniad^? 
M.^aid^  "  was  his  mp^t  faithful  ally ;  her  a^achf^ 
m»if,  tp :  France  iiad  I  cost  her  the  loss  of  her  flee| 
abd  the  burning  of  her  capital.  Must  he  repay  a 
fidcJi^>!whifdiehiid<  boemflocKiueiUy  tried,  by>*a«i^  act 
•f tteacfttf^ sttdi  as' tfatftof/ialfin^  Nonray^ fhiiH 
Mr  taglye  to  Sw^en  r 
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Aofto  the  miteid^r  "wVak  -  ^eAm  a^ifd  df  Ititn^ 
lie  inftw^red^  as  he  hadddne  to  Tvirk^y^^thtftif 
the  war  was  to  be  carried' oniti A  money,  Eh^smd 
woiild  ahrsys  be  «ure  to  oaibid  him ;''  Mfd  aiiOTe 
all/ ^' that  there  was  veakiNiss  attd  ba^Mew  itt: 
ttfiumphmg  by  co^rapihm/'  R^ertiifg  by  tiM 
ttil  hot'  woiBiiided  pride^  he  terfidinaited  th^  eottfbr-* 
emie  by  exclaimh^g,  ''Bi^iiadotte  inijj^se  ^ndi^ 
tioas  on  me !  Does  he  fancy  then  that  I  have  need 
of-  him  X  I  wHl  soon  bind  him  to  my  victorioM 
dareer,  and  ebmpel  him  to  follow  my  Mv)el?eign 
iflkpttlse.'' 

'  But  the  active  and  speieulatifi^  Eng^Hshi  whtf' 
wece  fmSi  of  his  Kach,  made  a  judidods  ^A^At«' 
of  the  weak  points  of  his  systetti/  aiy|  fonrid  <lh(^' 
Bmsiiana  teadf  to  aet  np^tl  their  sug:ge»tidii^i' 
l%6y  it  wa»  who  had  be«n  efifdeayoti^ring  fei^  {9ii^ 
hot  thiee  years  td  d»aw  the  forces  of  NapoIeMl 
ttrto^the  defiles  of  Spain^  and  to  Exhaust  them;  ir 
nw?  they  aim  wtio  w«^e  <Ai  thewatdbto  t^ke^^^l 
vantage  of  the  vindictive  enmity  of  the  prhic^  e^ 
6#edeaw  '  ' 

^  Knowing  Iftiat  the  active  and  restless  vanity  of  toteil 
wiMyhave  tie wly  risen  from  6b)5(!fiTity  is*  always  iiiieasy^ 
an)d  snscdptible  in  the  presence  of  ancient  paroemki, 
Geer^  and  Alexander  w^re  lavish  of  their  piro- 
msiis  aAd  flarttery,  in  order  to  dajole  B^n^dotttf!*^ 
It  waa'^iis  that  they  caressed  him^  aft  the  ttiiii^ 
tiMtt  the  irritated  Ni^Kiieon  was  thMatetiin^' fifirV 
they  promised  faini  Ndritay  and  a*  mibsidy^  when 
the  other>  forced  to  refuse  faink  that  province  of  d' 
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fidftftft  aUir^tbek|H)M«sAta  df Pbidtftiiiib.    Wkfte 
Bhpoiecm,  il  mbkiareh  didritiiig  Ikis  eler&tioiv  from 
ttiMldf^  reljing  on  the  fbith  of  tlre0tie0>  on  the 
remembrance  of  paM  benefits,  and  6n  the  reisil  in« 
tererts  of  Sweden,  leqmred  aticeonrs  fi*eiti  Bev-^ 
nedotte^  the   ancient   monarohs  of  Losidon  and 
Peteraburgh  demanded  hia  opinion  with  deference^ 
and  submitted  themselred  by  anticipation  to  the 
cimnads  of  his  experience.     Finally,  while  the' 
geMoa  ef  Napoleon,  the  grandenr  of  his  elevation, 
theiflapertanee  of  his  enterprise,  and  diehafaitx»f 
their  former  relations,  still  classed  Bernadotte  w 
Ufi  J||ieQt(6n§|iti  they  appeared  already  to  treat  him 
as:  their  gener^  .  How  was  it  poesible  for  him  not 
t^f se^k  to  eioi^e  ^^  the  one  hand  from  a  sense  of 
i|l£^fmty^  and  oq  the  other  to  resist  a  mode  tiS 
trfi^tment^  and  proioises  so  seductire?    Thne  it 
iiu9|pii.t}i)it  tibue  ftttttre  proepeets  jof  Sweden  were: 
aacrifiq^^  a^d  her  indepepdenee  for  ereir  laid  a(t' 
tbci  np^ii^y.  .of  Bai/s^ian;  faith  by  the  tneaty  of  Peteca* 
1iWgi.  jvbich. .  Bernadotte  signed  on  the  24th  of 
Marchj  181 S.    That  of  Bucharest,  between  AJex* 
wi(U^r.a«d  Jtltahmoud/ was.  e  on  theSStth 

cf  Jdaj* .  Thjos.  did  we  leae  the  support  of  anr  two> 

tj^Viextiieless,'thc):en^l»r  of  the  FreHiQh,  at  the^ 
li^.!9^,fBO{e  ^<vi.s|a  holered  tliousfmd  men,  and 
ali;«adf,i^Oj  far  advanced  to  think  of  retreating,* 
flal^ftajF^tlwiMK  ^^  bis  strength  would  determine 
c{f4iQF..tibii|g9.that  a  victoKy  on  Ae  Niemen  would 
cnl^  the.knojb  of  all  these  dipkmiatic  difficulties;. 
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wUch  he  degriied,  probaUy  too  much ;  that  then 
all  the  mmiarchs  of  Earope^  compelled  to  acknow* 
ledge  his  ascendancy^  would  be  eager  to  return 
into  hb  system,  and  that  all  those  satellites  would 
be  4r awn  into  its  vortex. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Napoleon  meanwhile  was  still  at  Paris,  in  the 
nad$t  of  his  great  officers,  who  were  alarmed  by 
the  terrible  encounter  which  was  preparing.  The 
latter  had  nothing  more  to  acquire,  but  much  to 
preserve ;  their  interest,  therefore,  attached  them 
to  the  general  desire  of*^all  nations,  which  were 
fatigued  with  war;  and  without  disputing  the 
utility  of  this  expedition,  they  trembled  at  its  ap- 
proach. But  they  only  confessed  this  to  each 
other  in  secret,  either  in  dread  of  giving  umbrage, 
of  impairing  the  confidence  'of  nations,  or  of  being 
proved  wrong  by  the  result.  For  that  reason,  in 
Napoleon's  presence  they  remained  silent,  and 
even  appeared  to  be  uninfoi'med  of  a  war,  which 
for  a  considerable  time  had  furnished  a  subject  of 
eonversation  to  the  whole  of  Europe. 

But  at  length  this  respectful  taciturnity,  which 
he  himself  had  taken  pains  to  impose,  became  dis- 
agreeable; he  suspected  that  it  proceeded  more 
from  disapprobation  than  reserve.  Obedience  was 
not  sufficient  for  him ;  it  was  his  wish  to  combine  it 
with  conviction :  that  was  like  another  conquest. 
Bemdes^  no  one  was  more  convinced  than  himself 
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of  the  power  of  public  opinion,  which,  according  to 
him,  created  or  destroyed  sovereigns.  In  short, 
whether  through  policy  or  self-love,  it  was  his  de- 
sire to  persuade. 

Such  were  the  sentiments  of  Napoleon  and  the 
great  men  who  surrounded  him,  when  the  veil 
being  about  to  be  rent,  and  war  evident,  their 
silence  towards  him  assumed  a  greater  appearance 
of  indiscretion  than  hazarding  a  few  timely  words. 
Some  of  them,  therefore,  commenced  the  task,  and 
the  emperor  anticipated  the  others. 

A  show  was  made  •  at  first  of  comprehending  all 
the  emergencies  of  his  position.  ''  It  was  necessary 
to  complete  what  had  been  begun;  it  was  im- 
possible to  stop  in  the  midst  of  so  rapid  an  accli- 
vity, and  so,  near  the  summit.  The  empire  of 
Europe  was  adapted  to  his  genius ;  France  would 
become  its  centre  and  its  base ;  great  and  entire, 
she  would  perceive  around  her  none  but  states  so 
feeble  and  so  divided  that  every  coalition  among 
them  would  become  contemptible  and  impossible ; 
but  with  such  an  object  why  did  he  not  commence 
the  task  by  subjecting  and  partitioning  what  was 
immediately  around  him  ?*' 

To  this  objection  Napoleon  replied,  *'  That  such 
had  been  his  project  in  1809i  in  the  war  with 
Austria,  but  that  the  misfortune  of  Esslingen  had 
deranged  his  plan;  that  such  even  had  been  his 
idea  when,  after  the  treaty  of  Tilsit,  imd  through 
the  inter-mediation  of  Murat,  he  sought  to  aUy 

*  The  arch-chancellor. 
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bimself  with  Russia  by  a  marriage ;  but  that  the 
refusal  of  the  Russian  Princess,  and  her  precipitate 
onion  with  the  Duke  of  Oldenburg^  had  induced 
him  to  marry  an  Austrian  Princess,  and  strengthen 
Mmself  by  an  alliance  with  the  Austrian  against 
the  Russian  emperor. 

^  That  be  did  not  create  circumstances,  but  that 
be  would  not  allow  them  to  escape  him ;  that  he  com- 
prehended them  all,  and  held  himself  in  as  much 
readiness  as  possible  for  their  appearance ;  that  in 
order  to  accomplish  his  designs,  he  was  perfectly 
aware  that  twelve  years  were  necessary,  but  thait 
he  could  not  spare  time  to  wait  so  long. 

**  That  as  to  the  rest,  he  had  not  provoked  this 
war ;  that  he  had  been  faithful  to  his  engagements 
with  Alexander ;  that  proof  of  this  was  to  be  found 
in  the  coldness  of  his  relations  with  Turkey  and 
Sweden,  delivered  into  the  hands  of  Russia,  one 
almost  entirely,  the  other  dispossessed  of  Finland, 
and  even  of  the  isle  of  Aland,  which  was  so  near 
Stockholm.  That  he  had  replied  to  the  distressed 
appeal  of  the  Swedes,  by  advisifig  them  to  make 
fhe  cession. 

■^That,  nevertheless,  since  1809,  the  Russian  army' 
destmed  io  act  in  concert  with  Poniatowski  in  Au- 
sfrian  Gallicia  had  come  forward  too  late,  was  too 
weak,  and  had  acted  perfidiously;  that  since  that 
time,  Alexander,  by  a  ukase  of  the  31st  of  Decem- 
ber, 1810,  had  abandoned  the  continental  system, 
and  by  liis  prohibitions  declared  an  actual  war 
agttiiiBt  French  commerce ;  that  he  perfectly  under- 
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»tood  that  the  national  interest  and  spirit  of  the 
Russians  may  have  compelled  him  to  that»  but  that 
he  had  then  made  known  to  the  Emperor  that 
he  was  aware  of  his  position^  and  that  he  would 
enter  into  every  kind  of  arrangement  which  his  re- 
pose required ;  and  that,  nevertheless,  Alexander, 
instead  of  modifying  his  ukase,  had  assembled 
80,000  men,  under  pretence  of  supporting  his  cus- 
tom-house officers;  that  he  had  suffered  himself  to 
be  suborned  by  England ;  that,  in  short,  even  at 
this  time  he  refused  to  recognise  the  thirty-second 
military  division,  and  required  the  evacuation  of 
Prussia  by  the  French;  a  requisition  which  amounted 
to  a  declaration  of  war," 

Through  all  these  complaints,  many  of  which 
were  well  grounded,  some  persons  thought  they 
perceived  that  the  pride  of  Napoleon  had  been 
wounded  by  the  refusal  which  Russia,  in  I8O7, 
had  made  of  his  hand,  since  he  had  exposed  himself 
to  a  war,  by  dispossessing  the  Russian  Princess  of 
Oldenburg  of  her  duchy. 

But  all   those  passions   which   so  despotically 

govern  other  men,  possessed  but  ^  feeble  infiuence 

on  a  genius  so  firm  and  vast  as  Ms :  at  the  ttMdst, 

they  may  have  imparted  the  first  ibbmefiititaii  \?tiifidh 

'limpelied  hhft  itito  action  earlier  than  *  he  wotdd 

otherwise  hare  w'ished;  but  Wittiout  {jehc^traiffiSg 

'iso  deeply  beneath  the  foHs  of  his  great  miiid/la 

•'single  thought,  t)ne  bbvious  fttct,  ^tiffieed  to  hbrty 

'film/ sooner  or  later,  'into  fliit  decisive  sttuggltp-* 

;thkt  wasi  the  exfeterice  of  an  empite,  which'riVtfte^ 
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Us  awn  in  greatness,  but  was  still  young,  like  its 
prince,  and  growing  every  day ;  while  the  French 
empire,  already  mature^  like  its  emperor^  could 
scarcely  anticipate  any  thing  but  its  decrease. 

Whatever  was  the  height  to  which  Napoleon 
had  raised  the  throne  of  the  south  and  west  of 
Europe,  he  perceived  the  northern  throne  of  Alex- 
ander ever  ready  to  overshadow  him  by  its  eternally 
menadng  position.  On  those  icy  summits  of  Europe, 
whence,  in  former  times,  so  many  fl6ods  of  bar- 
barians had  rushed  forth,  he  perceived  all  the  ele- 
ments of  a  new  inundation  collecting  and  maturing. 
Till  then,  Austria  and  Prussia  had  opposed  sufficient 
barriers;  but  these  he  himself  had  humbled  and  over* 
thrown :  he  stood,  therefore,  single,  front  to  front 
with  what  he  feared ;  he  alone  was  the  champion 
of  the  civilization,  the  riches,  and  the  enjoy- 
ments of  the  people  of  the  south,  against  the 
rude  Ignorance,  and  the  fierce  cupidity,  of  the 
poorer  people  of  the  north,  and  against  the  ambition 
of  their  emperor  and  bis  nobility. 

It  was  obvious,  that  war  alone  could  decide  this 
great  arbitrement, — this  great  and  eternal  struggle 
between  the  poor  and  the  rich ;  and,  nevertheless, 
that  war,  with  reference  to  us,  was  neither  Euro- 
pean, nor  even  national.  Europe  marched  to  its 
oicoanter  against  her  inclination,  because  the  ob- 
ject of  the  expedition  was  to  impart  new  strength 
to  him  who  had  conquered  her.  Exhausted  France 
required  repose ;  the  great  men  who  formed  the 
court  of  Napoleon  were  alarmed  at  the  double- 
headed  character  of  the  war,  at  the  dispersion  of 
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our  armies  from  Cadis  to  Moscow;  and  even  whan 
comprehending  the  eventual  necessity  of  the  strug- 
gle, its  immediate  urgency  did  not  appear  to  them 
so  legitimately  proved.  They  knew  that  it  must 
especially  be  by  an  appeal  to  his  political  interest 
^hat  they  had  any  chance  of  shaking  the  resolu- 
tion of  a  prince,  whose  principle  was,  '^  that  there 
exist  individuals  whose  conduct  can  but  rarely  be 
regulated  by  their  private  sentiments,  but  always 
by  surrounding  circumstances/'  In  this  persuasion, 
one  of  his  ministers*  said  to  him,  ''that  his  finances 
needed  tranquillity  ;'*  but  he  replied, ''  On  the  con- 
trary, they  are  embarrassed,  and  they,  conse- 
quently, need  war/'  Another  t  added,  "  that  the 
state  of  his  revenues  never,  in  fact,  had  been  more 
flourishing;  that,  independent  of  a  furnished  ac<- 
count  of  from  three  to  four  millions,  it  was  really 
admirable  to  find  France  unencumbered  with  any 
urgent  debts ;  but  that  this  prosperous  condition 
was  approaching  its  termination,  since  it  appeared 
that  with  the  year  1812  a  ruinous  campaign  was 
to  commence ;  that  up  to  that  time,  war  had  been 
made  to  support  the  e^cpense  of  war ;  that  we  had 
at  that  time  every  where  found  the  table  laid  out ; 
but  that,  in  future,  we  could  no  longer  live  at  the 
expense  of  Germany,  since  she  had  becQme.  our 
ally ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  would  be  necessaif 
to  support  her  contingents,  and  that  without  any 
hope  of  remuneration,  whatever  the,  result  oiighjfc 
be  'p  that  we  should  have .  to  pay  at  Paris  ev^y 
ration  of  bread  which  would  be  consumed  at  Mos^ 

*  Count  Afollien.  t  The  Duke  of  Gaeta. 
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ww;  the  new  fields  of  our  contention  having 
nothing  to  collect,  independent  of  glory,  but 
cordage,  pitch,  and  shipping-tackle,  which  would 
doubtless  go  but  a  small  way  towards  the  discharge 
of  the  expense  of  a  continental  war ;  that  France 
was  not  in  a  condition  to  subsidise  all  Europe  in  this 
manner,  especially  at  a  moment  when  her  resources 
were  drained  off  in  the  direction  of  Spain ;  that  it 
was  lighting  a  fire  at  both  extremities,  which,  re- 
Tolvingupon  its  centre,  exhausted  by  so  many  efforts, 
•—would  probably  end  in  consuming  ourselves/' 

This  minister  was  listened  to ;  the  emperor  sur- 
veyed him  with  a  smiling  air,  accompanied  with 
one  of  hb  familiar  caresses.  He  imagined  that  he 
had  secured  conviction,  but  Napoleon  said  to  him — 
"  So,  you  think  that  I  shall  not  be  able  to  find  a 
paymaster  to  discharge  the  expienses  of  the  war  V* 
The  duke  endeavoured  to  learn  upon  whom  the 
burden  was  to  fall,  when  the  emperor,  by  a  single 
word,  revealing  all  the  sublimity  of  his  designs, 
closed  the  lips  of  his  astonished  minister  • 

He  estimated,  however,  but  too  accurately  all 
ibe  difiBcnilties  of  his  enterprise.  It  was  that,  per- 
faaps,  which  drew  upon  him  the  reproach  of  having 
availed  himself  of  a  method  which  he  Kad  rejected 
in  the  Austrian  war,  and  of  which  the  celebrated 
FHt  had  given  an  example  in  1793.  .       ..^ 

Towards  the  end  of  1811,  the  prefect  of  police  ,# 
Paris  learnt,  it  was  said,  that  a  printer  wa§  s^ cret^y 
cotrnterfigiting  Russian. bank-bills  ;  he  qr^ereid  }i\jp^ 
CO  DC  arrested;  the  latter  resisted;  but  in  the  r&- 
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lult  his  house  was  broken  into,  and  himself  taken 
before  the  magistrate,  whom  he  astonished  by  his 
assurance,  and  still  more  by  his  appeal  from  the 
minister  of  police.  This  printer  was  instantly  re- 
leased ;  it  has  even  been  added,  that,  he  continued 
his  counterfeiting  employment ;  and  that,  from  the 
moment  of  our  first  advance  into  Lithuania,  we 
propagated  the  report  that  we  had  gained  pos- 
session at  Wilna  of  several  millions  of  Russian  bank* 
bills  in  the  military  chests  of  the  hostile  army. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  origin  of  this  fic- 
titious money.  Napoleon  contemplated  it  with  ex- 
treme repugnance ;  it  is  even  unknown  whether  he 
resolved  on  making  any  use  of  it ;  at  least,  it  is 
certain  that  during  the  period  of  our  retreat,  and 
when  we  abandoned  Wilna,  the  greater  part  of 
these  bills  were  found  there  untouched,  and  burnt 
by  his  orders. 


CHAP.  IL 


Meanwhile  Poniatowski,  to  whom  this  expedi- 
^tion  appeared  to  hold  out  the  prospect  of  a  throne, 
jgenerously  united  his  exertions  with  the  emperor'^ 
ministers  in  the  attempt  to  demonstrate  its  danger, 
^ove  of  (country  was  in  this  Polish  prince  a  great 
and  noble  passion ;  his  life  and  death  have  proved 
it ;  but  it  never  rendered  him  blind  to  truth. '  tie 
depicted  Lithuania  as  an  impracticable  desert ;  its 
nobility  already  become  half  Russian ;   t\\e  cha- 
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meter  of  its  inbabitantB  as  cold  and  backward :  but 
the  impatient  emperor  interrupted  him ;  he  re- 
quired  information  for  the  sake  of  conducting  the 
enterprise^  and  not  for  the  sake  of  being  deterred 
from  it. 

It  is  true  that  the  greater  part  of  these  objec- 
tions were  but  a  feeble  repetition  of  all  those 
which^  for  a  long  time  past,  had  presented  them- 
selves to  his  own  mind.  People  were  not  aware 
of  the  extent  to  which  he  had  appreciated  the 
danger,  of  his  multiplied  exertions,  from  the  SOtb 
of  December  1810  to  reconnoitre  the  nature  of 
the  ground  which  sooner  or  later  was  destined  to 
become  the  theatre  of  a  decisive  war ;  how  many 
emissaries  he  had  despatched  for  the  purpose  of 
survey;  the  multitude  of  memorials  which  he 
caused  to  be  prepared  for  him  respecting  the  routes 
to  Petersburgh  and  Moscow ;  respecting  the  disposi- 
tions of  the  inhabitants,  especially  of  the  mercantile 
class;  in  short,  of  the  resources  of  every  kind 
which  the  country  was  enabled  to  supply.  If  he 
persevered,  it  was  because,  far  from  deceiving  him- 
self as  to  the  extent  of  his  force,  he  did  not  share 
in  that  confidence  which,  perhaps,  precluded  others 
from  perceiving  how  much  the  humiliation  of 
Hoj^id  was  important  to  the  future  exbtence  of 
tbe^eat  French  en^pire. 

f  lb. diis  spirit  he.  once  more  addressed  himself 
U^  three*  oi  his  great  officers,  whose  well-'known 


!'•• 


*  TM  i^ukeof  Frioo)^  ibe  Count  de  ^qfur#  fijie  l>f^c  of 
ViccBxa. 
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•orvices  and  attachment  authorized  a  tone  of  frank- 
ness. All  three,  in  their  capacity  of  ministers,  en- 
Toys,  and  ambassadors,  had  become  familiar  with 
Russia  at  different  epochs.  He  exerted  himself  to 
convince  them  of  the  utility,  propriety,  and  ne- 
cessity of  this  war;  but  one*  of  them,  in  particular, 
often  interrupted  him  with  impatience ;  for  when  a 
discussion  had  once  commenced.  Napoleon  sub- 
mitted to  all  its  little  breaches  of  decorum. 

This  great  officer,  yielding  to  that  inflexible  and 
impetuous  frankness  which  he  derived  from  his 
character,  from  his  military  education,  and,  per- 
haps, from  the  province  which  gave  him  birth,  ex- 
claimed, **  That  it  was  not  necessary  to  deceive 
himself,  or  pretend  to  deceive  others ;  that  in  pos- 
sessing himself  of  the  continent,  and  even  of  the 
states  belonging  to  the  family  of  his  ally,  that 
ally  could  not  be  accused  of  abandoning  the  conti- 
nental system*  While  the  French  armies  covered 
all  Europe,  how  could  the  Russians  be  reproached 
with  their  army  ?  Did  it  become  the  ambition  of 
Napoleon  to  denounce  the  ambition  of  Alexander  ? 

'^  That,  in  addition  to  thiff,  the  determination  of 
that  prince  was  made  up;  that,  Russia  once  ih- 
Taded,  no  pmce  could  be  anticipated,  while  a 
single  Frenchman  remained  upon  her  so3 ;  that, 
in  that  respect,  the  national  a|id  obstinate  pride  6t 
the  Russians  was  in  perieet  harmony  with  the  de- 
cision of  their  emperor. 

"That,  in  truth,  his  subjects  accused  him   of 

*  llie  Dake  of  VieenEa. 
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weakness^  but  tbey  were  in  the  wrong ;  iha^  be 
¥88  not  to  be  measured  by  the  complaeenoy  wbiek, 
8t  TUsit  and  at  Erfurt^  bk  admiration,  his  inex* 
periemie^iiBd  some  tincture  of  ambition  bad  extorted 
from  Imn*  That  this  prince  loved  justice;  that 
bis  desire  was  to  baye  right  on  bis  side,  and  be 
vigbt,  indeed,  hesitate  till  he  thought  it  was  so ; 
but  then,  be  became  inflexible ;  that,  in  short, 
looking^  to  his  position  with  refereni;e  to  his  sub- 
jects, be  incurred  more  danger  by  making  a  dis- 
graceful peace,  than  by  sustaining  an  unfortunate 
W8r. 

^  How  was  it  possible,  moreover,  to  avoid  seeing 
tluit  in  th«  wax  every  thing  was  to  be  feared,  even 
our  allies?  Did  not  Napoleon  bear  their  discon- 
tented kings  murmuring  that  they  were  only  his 
prefects  ?  In  order  to  turn  against  him,  they,  all  of 
tbem,  only  waited  a  suitable  occasion  :  why  risk 
the  chance  of  giving  that  occasion  birth  ?*' 

At  the  same  time,  appealing  to  his  two  ool- 
le8gues,  the  same  general  added,  '^  that  since  1805 
a  system  of  war  which  compelled  the  most  dis- 
ciplined soldier  to  plunder  bad  sown  the  seeds  of 
batned  throughout  the  whole  of  that  Germany; 
whiohtbe  emperor,  qow  designed  to  traverse.  Wasr 
Wfpi|ig  to  .preeqntate  himself  and  his  army  be^' 
imA  itibe  frontiers  oi  all  those  nations  whose» 
woiiods,  foor  which  tbdy  were  indebted  to  us,  w^e^ 
Qot  yet  healed  ?  What  an  aooumuletion  of  hatred 
8Rd  i^esentment  would  he  not,  by  so  doing,  inter- 
pose between  himself  and  France ! 

''And   upon  whom  did  he  lean  for  his  points 
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iappm  i — on  Prussia,  whom,  for  five  years  we  had 
been  devouring,  and  whose  alliance  was  forced  and 
feigned?  He  was  about,  therefore,  to  trace  the 
longest  line  of  military  operations  ever  drawn, 
through  countries  whose  fear  was  taciturn,  supple, 
and  perfidious,  and  which  like  the  ashes  of  volcanoes, 
hid  terrific  flames,  the  eruption  of  which  might  be 
provoked  by  the  smallest  collision  *• 

''  To  sum  up  all,  what  would  be  the  result  of  so 
many  conquests?  To  substitute  lieutenants  for 
kings,  who,  more  ambitious  than  those  of  Alex- 
ander, Wbuld,  perhaps,  imitate  their  example,  with*^ 
out,  like  them,  waiting  for  the  death  of  their  sove- 
reign,— a  death,  moreover,  which  would  one  day 
inevitably  happen  among  so  many  fields  of  battle, 
and  that,  perhaps,  before  the  consolidation  of 
his  labours,  each  war  reviving  in  the  interior  of 
France  the  hopes  of  all  kinds  of  parties,  and  re- 
viving discussions  which  had  been  already  ter- 
minated. 

''  Did  he  wish  to  know  the  opinion  of  the  army  ? 
That  opinion  pronounced  that  his  best  soldiers 
were  then  in  Spain ;  that^his  regiments,  too  often  re- 
cruited by  new  materials,  wanted  coherency ;  that 
they  were  not  reciprocally  acquainted ;  that  they 
were  uncertain  whether,  in  case  of  danger,  they 
could  depend  upon  each  other;  that  the  first 
rank  vainly  concealed  the  feebleness  of  the  two 
others;  that  already,  from  youth  and  weakness, 
many  of  them  sank  in  their  first  march  beneath 

*  The  Dnice  of  Vtcenza,  the  Couut  de  Segur. 
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the  single  burden  of  their  knapsacks  and  their 
arms. 

"  And^  nevertheless,  in  this  expedition,  it  was 
less  the  war  which  was  disliked  than  the  country 
where  it  was  to  be  carried  on  *•  The  Lithuanians, 
it  was  said,  desired  our  presence  ;  but  on  what  a 
soil?  in  what  a  climate?  in  the  midst  of  what  pe- 
culiar manners  ?  The  campaign  of  1806  had  made 
those  circumstances  too  well  known !  Where  could 
they  quarter,  in  the  midst  of  level  plains,  divested 
of  every  species  of  position  fortified  by  nature  or 
by  art  ? 

**  Was  it  not  notorious,  that  all  the  elements 
protected  these  countries  from  the  first  of  October 
to  the  first  of  June  ?  that,  independent  of  the  short 
mterval  comprised  between  these  two  epochs,  an 
army  engaged  in  those  deserts  of  mud  and  ice 
unght  perish  there  entirely,  and  without  the  equi-* 
valent  of  renown  ?**  And,  they  added,  *^  that 
Lithuania  was  much  more  Asiatic  than  Spain  was 
African;  and  that  the  French  army,  already  all 
but  banished  from  France  by  a  perpetual  war, 
wished'  at /least,  to  preserve  its.  European  cha- 

\'y^  floallyy^^ben  face  to  face  wiAli  tise  enaiiy 
Iv'thMe*  idbs«fts«t^faat  diffsrl^iit  motives  ntiist 
WfiiaMlnh^  idifibfehti  athiies !  On  llie  sidie  of:  the 
'Rrtsridiis  ^  wdra  ^  ebUirtry^  inddpendencflr^  every  ijke- 
Mr^ptktt'  ^'Antet^X,  privnte  and  public,  eren'  to 

*  The  Daks  of  Frioal>  the  Count  de  SegQr>  the  Duke  of 

Vieensa.  .../'•  ..   .     '  • 
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IJie  secret  good  wishes  of  our  allies.  On  our  side, 
and  in  the  teeth  of  so  many  obstacles,  glory  alone, 
unassociated  even  with  that  desire  of  gain,  to  which 
the  frightful  poverty  of  the  invaded  climates  offered 
no  attraction. 

^  ^  And  what  is  the  end  of  so  many  exertions  ? 
The  Freneh  no  longer  recognised  each  other,  in 
the  midst  of  4  country  oncircumiscribed  by  any 
ilatoral  frontier ;  and  in  which  the  diversity  was 
io  much  the  greater  in  manners,  persons,  and  lan- 
guages.'' On  this  particular  point,  the  eldest* 
of  these  great  officers  added,  '^  That  such  an  exten- 
sion was  never  made  without  proportionate  ex- 
haustion ;  that  it  was  blotting  out  France  to  merge 
it  in  Europe ;  for,  in  fact,  when  France  should  be- 
come Europe,  there  would  no  longer  be  a  France. 
Would  not  the  meditated  departure  leave  her  soli- 
tary, a  desert  without  a  ruler,  without  an  armiy, 
Itocessible  to  every  aggression  ?  Who  then  was  to 
defend  her  V  '^  My  renown^  rejoined  the  emperor : 
^^  /  kave  my  name  behind  me^  and  the  ^ar  inspired 
by  a  nation  in  arms/" 

And,  without  suffering  his  decision  to  be  shaken 
by  so  many  objections,  he  announced  ''  that  he  was 
about  to  organise  the  empire  into  cohorts  of  Ban 
itnd  Arriere  Ban ;  and  without  mistrust  to  leave  to 
Frenchmen  the  protection  of  France,  of  his  crown, 
and  of  his  glory. 

"  That  as  to  Prussia,  he  had  secured  her  tran- 
quillity by  the  impossibility  in  which  he  had  placed 

*  M-  de  Segar. 
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her  of  moviDg,  even  in  cade  of  his  defeat^  or  of  a 
descent  of  the  English  on  the  coasts  of  the  North 
Sea^  and  in  our  rear ;  that  he  held  in  his  hands  ih6 
ciYil  and  military  power  of  that  kingdom ;  that  he 
was  master  of  Stettin^  Custrin^  Glogau^  Torgan^ 
Spandau,  and  Magdehurg;  that  he  would  post 
some  officers  at  Colberg^  and  an  army  at  Berlin ; 
and  that  with  these  means^  and  supported  by  the 
fidelity  of  Saxony,  he  had  nothing  to  fear  from 
Prussian  hatred. 

^  That  as  for  the  rest  of  Germany,  an  ancient  system 
of  policy,  as  well  as  the  recent  intermarriages  with 
Baden,  Bavaria,  and  Austria,  attached  her  to  the 
interest  of  France;  that  he  made  sure  of  such 
of  her  kings  as  were  indebted  to  him  for  their  new 
titles;  that  after  having  suppressed  anarchy,  and 
ranged  himself  on  the  side  of  kings,  strong  as  he 
was,  the  latter  could  not  attack  him  without  in* 
citing  their  people  by  the  principles  of  democracy ; 
but  that  it  was  scarcely  probaible  that  sovereigns 
wMid  ally  themselves  with  the  natural  enemy  of 
thrones -«^n  enemy  whieh>  had  it  not  been  for  him, 
wdold  have  overthrown  them,  and  against  whidi 
lie  alontt  was  capable  of  defending  them. 

^  That)  besides,  the  Germans  were  a  tardy  and 
methodieal  people,  and  that  in  dealing  with  them 
ke  should  always  have  time  on  his  side ;  that  he 
reined  in  all  the  fbr tresses  of  Prussia ;  that  Dantzic 
was  a  second  Gibraltar.'*  This  was  incorrect,  espe- 
cially in*  indnter.  *'  That  Russia  ought  to  etcite  the 
apprehettirion  of  lUl  Europe,  by  her  militai^  and 
eMquerfalg  ^vemment,  as  weU  as  by  Her  savage 
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population,  already  so  nuqaerouSj  and  which  ai^gT 
merited  annually  in  the  proportion  of  half  a  inillioi)^ 
Had  not  her  armies  been  seen  in  all  parts  of  Italyt 
in  Germany^  and  even  on  the  Rhine  ?  That  by  der 
manding  the  evacuation  of  Prussia,  she  required  an 
impossible  concession;  since  to  abandon  Prussia^ 
morally  ulcerated  as  she  was^  would  be  to  surrendef 
her  into  the  hands  of  Russia,  in  order  to  be  enir 
ployed  against  ourselves." 

Proceeding  afterwards  with  more  animation,  he 
exclaimed,  *^  Why  menace  my  absence  with  the 
different  parties  still  alleged  to  exist  in  the  interiQr 
of  the  empire  ?  Where  are  they  ?  I  see  but  qhq 
against  me ;  that  of  some  royalists,  the  principal 
part  of  the  ancient  noblesse^  superannuated  an4 
inexperienced.  But  they  fear  my  downfall  more 
than  they  desire  it.  This  is  what  I. told  them  ia 
Normandy.  I  am  greatly  cried  up  as  a  great  capr 
tain,  as  an  able  politician,  but  I  am  scarcely  me% 
tioned  as  an  administrator:  that  which  I  harv^ 
however,  accomplished,  of  the  most  difficult  au4 
most  beneficial  description^  is  the  fact  of  having 
stayed  the  revolutionary  torrent;  it  would  hav9 
swallowed  up  every  thing,  Europe  and  yourse^fes. 
I  have  united  the  most  opposite  parties,  amalgar 
mated  rival  classes,  and  yet  there  exist  among  you 
some  obstinate  nobles  who  resist ;  they  refuse  017 
favours.  Very  well !  what  is  that  to  me  ?  It  is  for 
your  good,  for  your  welfare,  that  I  offer  theiQ. 
What  would  you  do  by  your  single  selves^  Midi 
without  me  ?  You  are  a  mere  handful  opposed  t9 
masses.     Do  you  not  see  that  it  is  necessajry  to  i^%r- 
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tmgiiish  the  struggle  between  the  Iters  ttat  and  the 
^^Messe^hy  a  complete  fusion  of  all  that  is  best  worth 
preservation  in  the  two  classes?  I  offer  you  the 
kand  of  amity^  and  you  reject  it ;  but  what  need 
fcare  I  of  you  ?  While  I  support  you,  I  do  myself 
an  mjury  in  the  eyes  of  the  people  ;  for  what  am  I 
but  the  king  of  the  ^ers  ttat:  is  not  that  suf- 
ficient r* 

Passing  more  calmly  to  another  question :  "  He 
was  quite  aware/'  he  said,  *'  of  the  ambition  of  his 
generals ;  but  it  was  diverted  by  war,  and  would 
never  be  sanctioned  in  its  excesses  by  French  sol- 
diers,  who  were  too  proud  of,  and  too  much  attached 
to  their  country.  That  if  war  was  dangerous,  peace 
bad  also  its  dangers :  that  in  bringing  back  his 
armies  into  the  interior,  it  would  enclose  and  con- 
centrate- there  too  many  daring  interests  and 
pasnons,  which  repose  and  their  association  would 
tend  to  ferment^  and  which  he  should  no  longer  be 
aUe  to  keep  within  bounds :  that  it  was  necessary 
to  give  free  vent  to  all  such  aspirations ;  and  that, 
in  abort,  be  dreaded  them  less  without  the  empire 
than  within." 

He  concluded  thus :  *'  Do  you  dread  the  war,  as 
eadangering  my  life  ?  It  was  thus  that,  in  the  times 
o£  eonspiracy,  attempts  were  made  to  frighten  me 
about  Georges ;  he  was  every  where  to  be  found 
upon  my  track:  that  wretched  being  was  to  fire 
at  me.  Well !  suppose  he  had !  He  would  at  the 
utmost  have  killed  my  aide-de-camp:  but  to  kill 
me  was  impossible!  Had  I  at  that  time  accom- 
pfiabed  Ibe  decrees'  of  fate  ?  I  feel  myself  impelled 

▼OL.  I.  F 
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towards  a  goal  of  which  I  am  ignorant.  As  MOti 
as  I  shall  have  reached  it,  so  soon  shall  I  no  longer 
he  of  service^ — an  atom  will  then  suffice  to  put  me 
down;  hut  till  then,  all  human  efforts  can  avail 
nothing  against  me.  Whether  I  am  in  Paris,  of 
with  the  army,  is,  therefore,  quite  indiflfertnt. 
When  my  hour  is  come,  a  fever,  or  a  fall  from  my 
horse  in  hunting,  will  kill  me  as  effectually  as  a 
hullet :  our  days  are  registered." 

This  opinion,  useful  as  it  may  often  he  in  the 
moment  of  danger,  is  too  apt  to  blind  conquerors 
to  the  price  for  which  the  great  results  which  they 
obtain  are  bought.  They  indulge  a  belief  in  pre^ 
destination,  either  because  they  have  experienced 
more  than  other  men  whatever  is  most  unexpected 
in  human  destiny,  or  because  it  relieves  their  can-" 
science  of  too  heavy  a  load  of  responsibility.  It  was 
like  a  return  to  the  times  of  the  crusades,  when  these 
words,  it  is  God*s  will^  were  a  sufficient  answer  to 
all  the  objections  of  a  prudent  and  pacific  policy. 

Indeed,  the  expedition  of  Napoleon  into  Russia 
bears  a  mournful  resemblance  to  that  of  St.  Louis 
into  Egypt  and  Africa.  These  invasions,  the  one 
undertaken  for  the  interests  of  Heaven,  the  other 
for  the  interests  of  the  earth,  terminated  in  a  similar 
manner;  and  these  two  great  examples  admonish 
the  world,  that  the  vast  and  profound  calculations 
of  this  age  of  intelligence  may  be  followed  by  tlie 
same  results  as  the  irregular  impulses  of  religious 
frenzy  in  the  ages  of  ignorance  and  superstition* 

In  these  two  expeditions,  however,  there  can  be 
no  comparison  between  their  opportunities  or  their 
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dtftDces  of  raoecNia.  The  ktteir  was  iiidi^>fiii8able 
ta  the  completion  of  a  great  dissigu  <m  the  poiat  of 
bmg  accomplwhed :  its  6h§^t  was  not  out  of  reach ; 
the  means  for  reaching  it  ware  not  inadequate.  It 
may  be^  that  the  moment  for  its  execution  was  ill 
diosen ;  that  the  directi<m.  of  it  was  mmetimes  too 
precipitate,  at  other  times  unsteady ;  bnt  in  this 
reject  facts  will  speak  jsnifficiently :  it  is  lor  them 
to  decide. 


CHAP.  III. 

Napoleon,  however,  was  prepared  to  meet  every 
objection.  His  skilful  hand  was  able  to  comprehend 
and  turn  to  his  purpose  every  disposition ;  and,  in 
fact,  when  he  wanted  to  per&uade,  there  was  a  kind 
of  charm  in  his  deportment  which  it  was  impossible 
to  resist.  One  felt  overpowered  by  his  superior 
strength,  and  compelled^  as  it  were,  to  submit  to 
his  influence.  It  was,  if  it  may  be  so  explained,  a 
kind  of  magnetic  influence ;  for  his  ardent  and  var 
nahle  genius  infused  itself  entirely  into  all  his  de- 
axes,  the  least  as  well  as  the  greatest :  whatever  he 
willed,  all  his  energies  and  all  his  faculties  united 
to  effect :  they  appeared  at  his  beck ;  they  hastened 
£[>rward ;  and,  obedieut  to  his  dictation,  simultane* 
ooisly  ^sumed  the  forms  which  he  desired. 

It  was  thus  that  the  greater  part  of  those  whom 
he  wished  to  gain  over  found  themselves,  as  it  were> 

f2 
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fascinated  by  him  in  spite  of  themselves.  It  was  * 
flattering  to  your  vanity  to  see  the  master  of  Eu- 
rope appearing"  to  have  no  other  ambition,  no  other 
desire  than  that  of  convincing  you  ;  to  behold  those- 
features^  so  formidable  to  multitudes^  expressing' 
towards  you  no  other  fbeling  but  a  mild  and  affect- 
ing benevolence;  to  hear  that  mysterious  man, 
whose  every  word  was  historical,  yielding,  as  if  for 
your  sake  alone,  to  the  irresistible  impulse  of  the' 
most  frank  and  confiding  disclosure ;  and  that  voice, 
so  caressing  while  it  addressed  you,  was  it  not  the 
same,  whose  lowest  whisper  rang-  throughout  all 
Europe,  announced  wars,  decided  battles,  settled 
the  fate  of  empires,  ruined  or  destroyed  reputa- 
tions? What  vanity  could  resist  a  charm  of  so 
great  potency  ?  Any  defensive  position  was  forced 
on  all  points ;  his  eloquence  was  so  much  more  con- 
vincing, as  he  himself  appeared  to  be  convinced. 

On  this  occasion,  there  was  no  variety  of  tints 
with  which  his  brilliant  and  fertile  imagination  did 
not  adorn  his  project,  in  order  to  convince  and 
persuade.  The  same  text  supplied  him  with  a 
thousand,  different  commentaries,  with  which  the 
character  and  position  of  each  of  his  interlocutors 
inspired  him ;  he  enlisted  each  in  his  undertaking, 
by  presenting  it  to  him  under  the  form  and  colour, 
and  point  of  view,  most  likely  to  gratify  him. 

We  have  just  seen  in  what  way  he  silenced  him 
who  felt  Blarmed  at  the  expense  of  the  conquest  of 
Russia,  which  he  wished  him  to  approve,  by  hold- 
ing out  the  perspective,  that  another  would  be 
made  to  pay  it. 
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He  told  the  military  man^  who  was  astonished 
by  the  hazard  of  the  expedition^  but  likely  to  be 
easily  seduced  by  the  grandeur  of  ambitious  ideas> 
that  peace  was  to  be  conquered  at  Constantinople ; 
that  is  to  say,  at  the  extremity  of  Europe ;  the  in* 
dividual  was  thus  free  to  anticipate,  that  it  was 
not  merely  to  the  staff  of  a  marshal,  but  to  the 
sceptre  of  a  monarch,  that  he  might  elevate  his 
pretensions. 

To  a  minister  *  of  high  rank  under  the  ancient 
rigime,  whom  thevidea  of  shedding  so  much  blood, 
to  gratify  ambiticm,  filled  with  dismay,  he  declared 
"  that  it  was  a  war  of  policy  exclusively ;  that  it 
was  the  English  alone  whom  he  meant  to  attack 
through  Russia ;  that  the  campaign  would  be  short ; 
that  afterwards  France  would  be  at  rest;  that  it 
was  the  fifth  act  of  the  drama — the  denouement.'' 

To  others,  he  pleaded  the  ambition  of  Russia, 
and  the  force  of  circumstances,  which  dragged  him 
ioto  the  war  in  spite  of  himself.  With  superficial 
and  inexperienced  individuals,  to  whom  he  neither 
wished  to  explain  nor  dissemble,  he  cut  matters 
short,  by  saying,  ''  You  understand  nothing  of  all 
this;  you  are  ignorant  of  its  antecedents  and  its 
consequents*" 

But  to  the  princes  of  his  family  he  had  long  re- 
realed  the  state  of  his  thoughts ;  he  complained 
that  they  did  not  sufficiently  appreciate  his  posi- 
tion. .  '^' Can  you  not  see,"  said  he  to  them,  ''  that, 
as  I  was  not  born  upon  a  throne,  I  must  support 

*  Coant  Mole. 
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myself  on  it,  as  I  ascended  it,  by  my  renown  ?  tbat 
it  is  necessary  for  it  to  go  on  increasing ;  that  a 
private  individual,  become  a  sovereign  like  myself, 
can  no  longer  stop;  that  he  must  be  continually 
ascending,  and  that  to  be  stationary  is  to  be 
lost?" 

He  then  depicted  to  them  all  the  ancient  dynasties 
armed  agdnst  his,  devising  plots,  preparing  wars, 
and  seeking  to  destroy,  in  his  person,  the  dangerous 
example  of  a  roj  parvenu*  It  was  on  that  account 
that  every  peace  appeared  in  his  eyes  a  conspiracy 
of  the  weak  against  the  strong,  of  the  vanquished 
against  the  victor ;  and  especially  of  the  great  by 
birth  against  the  great  by  their  own  exertions.  So 
many  successive  coalitions  had  confirmed  him  in 
that  apprehension!  Indeed,  he  often  thought  of 
no  longer  tolerating  an  ancient  power  in  Europe, 
of  constituting  himself  into  an  epoch,  of  becoming  a 
new  era  for  thrones ;  and,  in  short,  of  making  every 
thing  take  its  date  from  him. 

It  was  in  this  manner  that  he  unbared  his  inmost 
thoughts  to  his  family,  by  those  vivid  pictures  of 
his  political  position,  which,  at  the  present  day,  will 
probably  appear  neither  false  nor  over-coloured: 
and  yet  the  gentle  Josephine,  always  occupied  with 
the  task  of  restraining  and  calming  him,  often  gave 
him  to  understand  ''  that,  along  with  the  consci- 
ousness of  his  superior  genius,  he  never  seemed  ti> 
have  possessed  sufficient  consciousness  of  his  power : 
that,  like  all  jealous  characters,  he  incessantly  re* 
quired  fresh  proofs  of  its  existence.  How  came  it^ 
amidst  the  noisy  acclamations  of  Europe,  that  his 
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Mudous  eiGur  could  hear  the  few  solitary  yoices  which 
disputed  his  legitimacy  ?  that  in  this  manner  his 
troubled  spirit  was  always  seeking  agitation  as  its 
dement :  that  strong  as  he  was  to  desire,  but  feeble 
to  enjoy^  himself,  therefore^  was  the  only  one  whom 
he  had  been  incapable  of  conquering.'* 

But  in  1811  Josephine  had  been  separated  from 
Napoleon,  and  although  he  still  continued  to  visit 
her  in  her  seclusion,  the  Toice  of  that  empress  had 
lost  the  influence  which  continual  intercourse,  fa- 
miliar habits  of  affection,  and  the  desire  of  mutual 
confidence,  impart. 

Meantime,  fresh  disagreements  with  the  pope 
isomplicated  the  relations  of  France.  Napoleon 
then  addressed  himself  to  cardinal  Fesch.  Fesch 
waa  9  walous  churchman,  and  overflowing  with 
Italian  vivacity:  he  defended  the  papal  preten- 
sions with  obstinate  ardour;  and  such  was  the 
warmth  of  his  discussions  with  the  emperor,  on  a 
former  occasion,  that  the  latter  got  into  a  passion, 
and  told  him^  '^  that  he  would  compel  him  to  obey/' 
**  And  who  contests  your  power  ?"  returned  the  car- 
dinal: '*  but  force  is  not  argument;  for  if  I  be 
^gh^j  not  all  your  power  can  make  me  wrong. 
3fiS«da8^  your  majesty  knows  that  I  do  not  fear 
martyrdom.*' — *'  Martyrdom  !'*  replied  Buonaparte, 
W&k  a  tri^sition  from  violence  to  laughter;  '*  do 
BQt  i:Qckon  on  that,  I  beseech  you,  M.  le  Cardinal : 
martyrdpm  is  an  affair  in  which  there  must  be  two 
persons  concerned ;  and  as  to  myself,  I  have  no  de- 
sire to  make  a  martyr  of  any  individual.^ 

It  is  said  that  these  discussions  assumed  a  more 
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saiMUs  obsraetef  towatcb the  cad  of  ISll.-  Aneye* 
ivttM^s  asserts  tlitt  the  eardinaiy  till  that  timib  s 
straager  to  politics,  then  began  to  mix  them  up 
with  his  religious  controT^ersies;  that  he  ccmjured 
Napoleon  not  thus  to  fly  in  the  face  of  men^  the  dte** 
ments^  religion,  earth  and  heaven,  at  the  some  time ; 
and  that,  at  last,  he  expressed  his  apprehension  of 
seeing  him  sink  under  such  a  weight  of  enmity. 

The  only  reply  which  the  emperor  made  to  this 
vehttnent  attack  was  to  take  him  by  the  hand,  and, 
leading  him  to  the  window,  to  open  it,  and  inquire, 
"  Do  you  see  that  star  above  us  V — **  No,  sire.'*— 
*'  Look  again." — *^  Sire,  I  do  not  see  it.'* — '*  Very 
well !  /.see  it  I"  replied  Napoleon^-^The  cardinal^ 
seieed  with  astonishment,  remained  silent,  conclude 
ing  that  there  was  no  human  voice  sufficiently  loud 
t9:make  itself  heard  by  an  ambition  so  gigantic, 
tkat  it  already  reached  the  heavens. 

As  .to  the  witness  of  this  singular  scene,  he  un* 
derstood  in  quite  a  different  sense  these  words  of 
his  sovereign.  They  did  not  appear  to  him  like 
the  expression  of  an  overweening  confidence  in  his 
destiny,  but  rather  of  the  great  distinction  which 
Napoleon  meant  to  infer  as  existing  between  the 
grasp  of  his  genius  and  that  of  the  cardinal's 
policy. 

.  But  granting  even  that  Napoleon's  soul  was  not 
exempt  from  a  tendency  to  superstition,  his  inteUeet 
was  both  too  strong  and  too  enlightened  to  permit 
such  vast  events  to  depend  upon  a  weakness.  One 
great  inquietude  possessed  him ;  it  was  the  idea  of 
that  same  death,  which  he  appeared  so  much  to 
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fannrei  /  Hi^  spikiti .  misglnret  faim  at  the)  teAeatmn ; 
nd'fae  dreaded  tknfc  iviieii  he  sfaduld  be  no  nora^ 
Ae  French  empirey  thai;  sah&ne  tn^day  of  so  nany 
Umniis  and' victories,  wmild  fidl  afneyto  diBmem^ 
bamifint. 

'*  The  Ruasiaii  emperor/'  he  said,  ^  was  the  only 
soverdgn  who  pressed  upon  the  summit  of  that 
colossal  edifice.  R^lete  with  youth  and  animataon^ 
the  strength  of  his  rival  was  constantly  auginetttiiig, 
while  fab  was  already  declining/'  It  seemed  to  him» 
that  Alexander,  on  the  banks  of  the  Niemen,  only 
waited  the  intelligence  of  his  death,  to  seize  the 
sceptre  of  Europe,  and  snatch  it  from  the  hands  of 
Us  feeble  successor.  **  While  all  Italy,  Switzerland, 
Austria^  Prussia,  and  all  Germany,  were  mar<^iog 
ander  his  banners,  why  should  he  delay  to.  antici*- 
pabe  the  danger,  and  consolidate  the  fabric  of  the 
great  empire,  by  driving  back  Alexander  and  the 
Rosakn  dominion,  enfeebled  as  they  would  be  by 
ife  loss  of  Poland »  beyond  the  Boristhenes  ?" 

Such  were  his  sentiments,  pronounced  in  secret 
amfidenee;  they,  doubtless,  comprised  the  tnie 
motives  of  that  terrible  war.  As  to  his  precipita* 
tien  in  commenciiig  it,  it  would  seem  that  he.  was 
harried  on  by  the  instinct  of  his  approaching  death. 
An  acrid  humour  diffused  through  his  blood,  and 
to  wUiA  he  imputed  his  irascibility,  (*'  but  without 
whidi/'  added  he,  ^^  battles  tae  not  to  be  gained,^ 
devoored  his  constitution* 

A  profound  knowledge  of  the  organisation,  and 
mysteries  of  the  human  frame  would  probably 
enable  us  to  decide  whether  this  concealed  malady 
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was  noil  one.  of  the  osuma  of  that  r^decis  aotintjr 
which  hurried  on  the  majr eh  of  evenl^^  and  iii  whkh 
origioated  both  his  eleyation  and  hb  fall. 

This  internal  anemy  testified  its  piesem^  nw^ 
and  more^  by  an  internal  pain,  and  by  the  violent 
spasms  of  the  stomach  which  it  inflicted.  Even  in 
1806,  at  Warsaw,  daring  one  of  its  agonizing  crises* 
Napoleon  was  ^  heard  to  exclaim,  ^  that  he  carried 
about  with  him  the  germ  of  premature  dissolution ; 
and  that  he  diould  die  of  the  same  malady  as  bis 

father/' 

Already,  short  rides  in  hunting,  the  most  gentle 
gfallop  of  his  horse,  fatigued  him :  how  then  was  he 
to  su{^rt  the  long  journeys,  and  the  rapid  and 
violent  morements  preparatory  to  battles  ?  Thus 
'it  was,  that  while  the  greater  part  of  those  who 
surrounded  him  concluded  him  to  be  impelled 
into  Russia  by  his  vast  ambition,  by  his  restless 
Spirit  and  his  love  of  war,  he  in  solitude,  and 
almost  unobserved,  was  poising  the  fearful  respon- 
ribilities  of  the  ent^rise,  and  urged  by  necessity, 
he  only  made  up  his  mind  after  a  course  of  painftd 
hesitation. 

At  length,  on  the  8d  of  August,  1811,  at  an  au- 
dience in  the  midst  of  all  the  ambassadors  of  Eu- 
rope, he  declared  himself;  but  the  burst  of  indig- 
nation which  was  the  presage  of  war  was  an  addi- 
tional proof  of  his  repugnance  to  commence  it.  It 
might  be  that  the  defeat  which  the  Russians  had 
just  sustained  at  Routschouk  may  have  inflated  his 

*  By  the  comit  Lobaa. 
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hopes;   perhaps  he  imagined  that  he  mighty  by 
menace^  arrest  the  preparations  of  Alexander. 

It  was  prince  Kourakin  whom  he  addressed. 
That  ambassador  having  just  made  protestations 
of  the  pacific  intentions  of  his  ittia^ter,  be  inter- 
rupted him :  ^  Ho,"  esclaimed  he^  **  your  mostust 
deske^  war;  I  know,  through  my  generals;  that 
the  Russian  army  is  hurrying  towards  the  Niemen ! 
The  emperor  Alexander  deludes,  and  gains  all  my 
etifoys  V    Then,  perceiving  Caulainoourt,  he  ra- 
pidly traversed  the  hall,  and  violently  appealing 
to  hhn,  said :  ^  Yes,  and  you  too  have  become  a 
Rnnan :  you  have  been  seduced  by  the  emperor 
Alexaader/'    The  duke  firmly  replied,  ^  Yes,  sine ; 
because  I  consider  him  to  be  in  hear€  a  French- 
man/'   Napoleon  was  silent;  but  from  that  mo- 
ment, he  treated  that  great  dignitary  coldly,  widi- 
ont,  however,  absolutely  dismissing  him :   several 
tones  he  even  essayed,  by  fresh  argmn&ents,  mter- 
mixed  with  familiar  caresses,  to  win  him  over  to  his 
optoion,  but  inefikctually ;    he  always  found  him 
inflexiUe;   ready  to  serve  him,  but  without  i^ 
proving  the  nature  of  the  service. 
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CHAR  IV. 

While  Napoleon,  prompted  by  his  natural  cha- 
racter, by  his  position,  and  by  circumstances,  thus 
appeared  to  desire  to  accelerate  the  period  of  con* 
flict,  he  preserved  the  secret  of  his  embarrassment. 
The  year  1811  was  wasted  in  parleys  about  peace, 
and  preparations  for  war.  1812  had  just  began, 
and  the  horizon  was  already  overclouded.  Our 
armies  in  Spain  had  given  way ;  Ciudad  Rodrigo 
was  taken  by  the  English  (on  the  19th  of  January, 
1812) ;  the  discussions  of  Napoleon  with  the  Pope 
increased  in  bitterness ;  Kutusof  had  destroyed  the 
Turkish  army  on  the  Danube  (on  the  8th  of  De- 
cfeihber,  1811)  j  France  herself  became  alarmed 
about  her  means  of  subsistence ;  every  thing,  in 
short,  appeared  to  divert  the  attention  of  Napoleon 
from  Russia ;  to  recall  it  to  France,  and  fix  it  there ; 
while  he,  far  from  blinding  his  judgment,  recog- 
nised in  these  contrarieties  the  indications  of  his 
ever  faithful  fortune. 

It  was,  especially  in  the  midst  of  these  long 
winter  nights,  when  individuals  are  left  more  than 
usually  to  their  own  reflections,  that  his  star  seemed 
to  enlighten  his  foresight  with  its  most  brilliant  il- 
lumination ;  it  exhibited  to  him  the  different  ruling 
genii  of  the  vanquished  nations,  in  silence  awaiting 
the  moment  for  avenging  their  wrongs ;  the  dangei^s 
which  he  was  about  to  confront,  those  which  he 
left  behind  him,  even  in  his  own  family  :  that,  like 
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the  returns  of  his  army,  the  census  of  his  empire's' 
population  was  delusive,  not  so  much  in  respect  to 
its  numerical  as  to  its  real  strength;  none  were' 
computable  there,  but  men  superannuated  at  once' 
by  time  and  war,  or  children — ^few  men  in  the  prime 
of  liie.  Where  were  they  ?  The  tears  of  wives,  the 
cries  of  mothers  answered !  bowed  in  sadness  to 
the  earth,  which,  without  their  aid  would  remain 
uncultivated,  they  cursed  the  scourge  of  war  as- 
identified  in  his  person. 

Yet,  nevertheless,  he  was  about  to  attack  Russia, 
without  having  subjected  Spain  ;  forgetting  the 
maxim  of  which  he  himself  so  often  supplied  both 
precept  and  example,  "  never  to  strike  at  two 
places  at  the  same  time  ;  but  on  one  only,  and  al- 
ways in  mass."  Wherefore,  in  fact,  did  he  abandon 
a  brilliant,  though  uncertain  position,  in  order  to 
throw  himself  into  so  critical  a  situation,  when  the 
slightest  check  might  ruin  every  thing  j  and  where 
every  reverse  would  be  decisive  f* 

At  that  epoch,  no  necessity  of  position,  no  senti- 
ment of  self-love,  could  prompt  Napoleon  to  combat 
his  own  arguments,  and  prevent  him  from  listening 
to  himself.  Hence  he  became  thoughtful  and 
agitated.  He  collected  accounts  of  the  actual  con- 
dition of  the  difierent  powers  of  Europe ;  he  ordered 
an  exact  and  complete  summary  of  them  to  be 
made;  and  buried  himself  in  the  perusal:  his 
anxiety  increased  ;  to  him  all  irresolution  was  a 
punishment. 

Frequently  was  he  discovered  half  reclined  on  a 
80&,  where  he  remained  for  several  hours,  plunged 
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opnYttkively,  and  with  an  ej;aciulat;iQB.  FfiocyiDg 
he  h^ard  his  name,  he  would  ex^^laim, ''  Who  call^ 
me  V  Then  Tvmg,  and  walking  about  with,  hur* 
ried  fltep»,  he  at  length  added,  ''No!  beyond  a 
deobt,  nothing  i$  yet  sufficiently  matured  rqund 
me,  ^yen  in  my  own  family,  to  admit  of  so  dis|;ant 
a  wan  It  must  be  delayed  for  three  years  1"  And 
instiatly,  he  dictated,  with  precipitation,  the  pro- 
ject of  a  detailed  note,  by  which  the  emperor  of 
Attiytria,  his  father-i|:i4aW9  was  to  act  as  a  mediator 
between  Russia,  Ex^g^d,  and  France, 

He  then  read  the  instructions  which  he  had  just 
dictated,  hut  did  not  sign  them;  on  the  circuiQ.- 
stance  being  noticed  to  him,  he  replied,  as  wiv$ 
often  the  ca^,  ''  No !  to-morrow  morning ;  on^ 
should  never  be  too  much  in  a  hurry :  night  is  a 
good  counsellor:"  then  he  gave  orders  for  th^ 
afiSur  to  remain  secret;  and  that  the  summary 
which  reminded  him  of  the  dangers  of  his  position 
be  continually  left  on  his  table.  It  was  his  constant 
subject  of  consultation,  and  every  time  he  consulted 
it,  he  approved  and  repeated  his  first  conclusiqqs*. 

The  individual  who  wrote  these  instructions .  is 
igoorant  of  their  eventual  destiny ;  it  is  certain, 
that  about  that  epoch  (the  25th  of  March^  1819), 
Czerniche£P  transmitted  new  proposals  to  his  §oy^ 
reign.  Napoleon  offered  to  make  a  declaration 
that  he  would  contribute,  neither  directly  npr  indi- 
rectly, to  the  re*establishment  of  the  kingdom  .of 
Poland  9  and  to  come  to  an  understai^dix^  i^bout 
the  other  subjects  in  dispute. 
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At  a  latet  period^  on  the  17%b  df  Aprils  th^^ 
Duke  de  Bassano  proposed  to  Lord  Ga^tlereagh  aa 
arfangement  relative  to  the  PeniMUla^  and  the  king^ 
dom  of  the  Two  Similes ;  and  in  other  respects  to 
negotiate  on  the  haris,  that  each  of  the  two  pow«s 
nhould  keep  all  that  war  conld  not  wrest  from 
them.  But  Castlereagh  replied,  that  the  engage** 
inents  of  good  faith  would  ifiot  permit  England  to 
treat  without  making  the  recognition  of  Ferdinand 
as  king  of  Spain  a  preliminary  of  the  negotiation. 

On  the  25th  of  AprU,  Maret,  in  appruring  CdHdt 
RiHaaanaoff  of  this  conmiunication,  recapitulated  a 
poHion  of  t^e  complaints  which  Napoleon  made 
against  Rusda  ;-^rstl j,  the  ukase  of  the  Slst  of 
Bec^oiher,  1810,  which  prohibited  the  entry  into 
Russia  of  the  greater  part  of  French  productions, 
and  violated  the  Continental  system  ;  secondly,  the 
protest  of  Alexander  against  the  occupation  of  the 
dudiy  of  Oldenburg ;  and  thirdly,  the  armaxheiits 
ofRusiia. 

This  minister  referred  to  the  fact  of  Napoleon 
having  offered  to  grant  an  indemnity  to  the  Duke  of 
Oldenburg,  and  to  enter  into  a  formal  engagement 
not  to  concur  in  any  undertaking  for  the  re-establish- 
ment of  Poland ;  that  in  1 81 1 ,  he  had  proposed  to 
Alexander,  to  give  prince  Kourakin  the  requisite 
powers  to  treat  with  the  duke  of  Bassano  respect- 
ing all  matters  in  dispute ;  bnt  that  the  Russian 
emperor  had  eluded  the  overture,  by  promising  to 
send  Nesselrode  to  Paris;  a  promise  which  was 
never  fiilfilled. 

The  Russian  ambassador,  almost  at  the   same 
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time,  transmitted  the  emperor  Alexander's  ulti- 
matum, which  required  the  entire  evacuation  of 
Prussia ;  that  of  Swedish  Pomerania ;  a  reduction 
of  the  garrison  of  Dantzic.  On  the  other  hand,  he 
offered  to  accept  an  indemnity  for  the  duchy  of 
Oldenburg ;  he  was  willing  to  enter  into  commercial 
arrangements  with  France,  and  finally  promised 
empty  modifications  of  the  ukase  of  the  31st  of 
December,  1810.  '| 

But  it  was  too  late :  besides,  at  the  point  to  which 
both  parties  were  now  arrived,  that  ultimatum 
necessarily  led  to  war.  Napoleon  was  too  prou^ 
both  of  himself  arid  France,  he  wajs  too  mucK 
overruled  by  his  position,  to  yield  to  a  menacing 
negotiator,  leave  Prussia  at  liberty  to  throw  herselt 
*  into  the  open  arms  of  Russia,  and  to  abandon  Po« 
land.  He  was  too  far  advanced ;  he  would  bi^ 
obliged  to  retrograde  in  order  to  find  a  point  a^ 
which  to  stop ;  and  in  his  situation.  Napoleon  con7 
sidered  every  retrograde  step  which  he  might  takq 
as  the  incipient  point  of  a  complete  downfall. 
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CHAP.  V. 

His  wishes  for  delay  being  thus  frustrated^  he  sur- 
veyed the  enormous  volume  of  his  military  strength ; 
the  recollections  of  Tilsit  and  Erfurt  were  revived  j 
he  received  with  complacency  delusive  informa- 
tion respecting  the  character  of  his  rival.  At  one 
time,  he  hopes  that  Alexander  will  give  way  at  the 
approach  of  so  menacing  an  invasion;  at  another,  he 
gives  the  reins  to  his  conquering  imagination ;  he  in- 
dulgently  allows  it  to  deploy  its  masses  from  Cadiz 
to  Cazan,  and  to  cover  the  whole  of  Europe.  In  the 
next  moment  his  fancy  riots  in  the  pleasure  of 
Being  at  Moscow.  That  city  is  eight  hundred 
leagues  from  him,  and  already  he  is  digesting  in- 
formation with  respect  to  it,  as  if  it  were  on  the  eve 
of  being  occupied.  A  French  physician,  who  had 
long  inhabited  that  capital,  having  apprised  him 
that  its  magazines  and  its  environs  vv^ere  sufiScient 
to  maintain  his  army  for  eight  months,  he  imme- 
^itely  attached  him  to  his  person. 

FnUy  impressed,  however,  with  a  sense  of  the 
peril  in  which  he  was  about  to  embark,  he  sought 
to  surround  himself  with  all  his  friends.  Even  Tal- 
leyrand was  recalled ;  he  was  to  have  been  sent  to 
Warsaw,  but  the  jealousy  of  a  rival  and  an  intrigue 
again  involved  him  in  disgrace ;  Napoleon,  deluded 
hy  a  calumny,  adroitly  circulated,  believed  that  he 
Wd  been  betrayed  by  him.  His  anger  was  ex. 
tMme ;  its  expression  terrible.    Savary  made  vain 
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efforts  to  undeoeive  him,  irhieh  vrare  prolonged 
up  to  the  epoch  of  our  entry  into  Wiina;  there 
that  minister  again  sent  a  letter  of  Talleyrand  to 
the  emperor  ;  it  depicted  the  influence  of  Turkey 
and  Sweden  on  the  Russian  var^  and  made  an  oflfer 
of  employing  his  most  zealous  efforts  in  negotiating 
with  those  two  po  wars. 

But  Napoleon  only  replied  to  it  by  an  exdamaf- 
tion  of  contempt.  ^  Does  that  man  belieye  himself 
to  be  so  necessary  ?  Does  he  expect  to  teach  me  V-^ 
He  then  ordered  his  secretary  to  send  that  letter  to 
the  very  minister  who  stood  most  in  dread  of  Tal»- 
leyrand's  influence. 

It  would  not  be  correct  to  say, '  that  all  tfaoae 
about  Napoleon  beheld  the  war  with  an  anxious 
eye*  Outside  the  palace,  as  well  as  within,  many 
nuGtary  men  were  found  who  entered  with  ardout 
into  the  policy  of  their  chie£  The  greater. part 
agreed  as  to  the  possibility  of  the  conquest  of  Russia, 
either  because  their  hopes  discerned  in  it  a  means 
of  acquiring  something,  according  to  their  posttioB^ 
from  the  lowest  cUstinotion,  up  to  a  throne ;  or  that 
they  suffbred  themselves  to  pacticipaite  in  the  ent 
thusiaMi  of  the  Poles ;  or  that  the  expedstidn,  if 
conducted  wii»h  prudence^  might  fairly  look  b)  su^ 
oees;  or,  to  sum  up  all»  be^ai^e  ^ey  eonceivedt 
erory  daag  pfissftle  to  Napoleon^  .  i 

Among  the  ministef  s  of  th^  ettipiiror»  seToral  dk^ 
approved  it ;  the  greater  number  preserved  sileifepe] 
one  alone  was  accuaed  of  flattery,  and  that  without 
aiiy  ^ottB4-  It  is  true  he  was  beard  tg^  repeals 
''  That  the  empetor  was  not.  stfflBbQiMilly  gimit ;  jilbtf 
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liwaaaeccaMMry  Inr  Ima  to  lieoomB  greater  «tfU,  iti 
wder  to  be  abfe  to  Btop.'^  But  idiur  miaister  wchu 
ia  reotily,  what  so  maoy  eonriaerB  nishied  taa{>pear; 
lie  bad  a  real  and  afasohite  faith  in  the  geiaiuB  and 
fortune  of  ins  MTGtsigUM 

laother  respects^  k  is  vmng  to  impnte  to  im 
eonnsek  a  large  portioii  of  mr  mi«fortitBe&  N»- 
peiran.  was  not  a  man  to  be  influenoed.  As  sooa 
Ha  bis  <4y|eet  was  marked  oat,  and.  be  bed  made  ad- 
taacee  towards  its  acquisition,  be  adnitted  of  no 
eontradiction.  He  tiien  i^peared  as  if  he  ^onld 
hear  notfaiag  but  what  flattered  his  detemuBation ; 
he  repelled  with  ill-humonr,  and  even  with  apparent 
aamdidity,  aU  disagreeable  intellsgenee,  as  if  he 
kmed  to  be  shakam  by  it.  Thts  mode  of  acting 
fhangcd  its'  name  aeoording  to  bis  fbrtune ;  when 
fartuaate,  it  was  called  force  of  ehaiacter ;  .wbea 
mfertimate^  it  was  designated  as  infataatioiL 

The  knowledge  <if  siMb  a  dispontiaii  induced 
some  sabalteros  to  maiDO  £ail8e  seports  to  Um. 
£rea  a  minister  tiiougbt  Inmself  ocoasioaaily  eea^ 
peBed  to  maintaia  a  dangerous  sileaiw*  The  ibar<- 
mer  isflated  bos  bopte  of  isuooess,  in  order  to  imitate 
dw  baugbty  codfidenee  o€  tbeir  chief,  and  in  onder, 
by  tketr  ^ceantetianee,  to  atunp  apoa  ids  mind  the 
■BfKsmMi  of  a  Isiffy  wtuia ;  4lie  aBeondiSoasetimeB 
dediaed  communieating  bed  nems^  ia  order,  as  be 

I,  taavwd  tbe'barsb  itebatti  wbieh  be  bad  Ihea 


But  ibis  fear^wtadi  did  natttstnmCaulaifleourt 
sMd  tfeveealetfaari;  bad  ne  inftoeace  wftm  I>acoc, 
Dmkj,  lii^iaUi^lUpp,  Launstan,  and  sometimes  even 
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Berdiier.  .Tteie  ministets  and  gonevab^  each  in  Mb 
gphere,did  not  spare  the  emperor  when  the  truth  was 
to  betoM.  If  it  so  happened  that  he  was  enraged  by 
it/ Duroc^  without  yielding,  assumed  an  air  of  in- 
diffisrence;  Lobau  resisted  widi  roughness ;  Ber- 
thier  sighed,  and  withdrew  with  tears  in  his  eye^; 
Caolamcourt  and  Daru,  the  one  turning  pale>  the 
other  reddening  with  anger,  repelled  the  v^Lement 
contradictions  of  the  Emperor ;  the  first  with  im- 
petuous obstinacy,  and  the  second  with  short /and 
dry  determination.  They  were  often  seen  to  end 
these  altercations  by  abruptly  retiring,  and  shuttiAg 
the  door  after  them  with  violence. 

It  dionld,  however,  be  added  here,  that  these 
warm  discussions  were  never  productive  of  bad  con- 
sequences ;  g^d  temper  was  restored  immediately 
after,  without  leaving  any  other  impression  than 
redoubled  esteem  on  the  part' of  Napoleon,  Im  the 
noble  frankness  which  they  had  displs^^ed^ 

I  have  entered  into  these  details,  because  tJbey 
are  either  not  known,  or  imperfectly  known;  be- 
cause Napoleon  in  his.ck>set  was  quite  different 
from  the  emperor  in  public ;  and  because  this  por- 
tion nf  the  palace  has  hithearto  remained  secret. 
For,  in  that  new  and  serious  court,  little  was  said ; 
all  were  rigorously  classed,  $o  that  one  sahn  knew 
not  what  passed  in  another.  Finally,  beoawe  it^is 
difficult  to  comprehend  the  great  eveaats  of  histcNry 
without  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  charaatear.and 
manners  of  (he  principal  personages^ 

Meantime  a  famine  was  announced  in  France. 
The  universal  panic  quickly  aggravated  the  evil. 
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bj  the  precautioiis  rrhieh  it  suggested.  Afariee^ 
always  prompt  in .  seizing  the  means  of  enriching 
itBeltfpTtmnopcliiiBed  the  corn^  while  at  a  low  prieeyjaud 
waited  till  hunger  re^purchased  it  for  its  weight  in 
gold.  The  alarm  then  heeame  general*  Napoleon. 
WIS  compeUed  to  suspend  hu  departure ;  he  im« 
patiently  urged  his  council ;  but  the  steps  to  be 
taken  were  important^  his  presence  necessary ;  and 
that  war,  in  which  the  loss  of  every  hour  was  irre- 
parable, was  delayed  for  two  months  longer. 

The  emperor  did  not  give  way  to  this  obstacle ; 
the  delay,  besides,  gave  the  new  harvests  of  the 
Russians  time  to  grow.  These  would  supply  his 
cavalry ;  his  army  would  require  fewer  transports 
in^  its  train ;  its  progress  being  lightened,  would 
be  more  rapid ;  he  would  sooner  reach  the  enemy ; 
and  this  great  expedition,  like  so  many  others, 
woiMl  be  terminated  by  a  battle. 

Such  were  his  anticipations;  for,  without  deceiving 
Umself  as  to  his  good  fortune,  he  reckoned  on  its  in- 
ftoence  upon  others;  it  entered  into  his  estimate 
of  hiir  Ibrc^.  It  was  for  that  reason  that  be  always 
(mshed  it  forward  where  other  things  failed,  making 
iip  by  that  whatever  was  deficient  in  his  means, 
without  fearing  to  wear  it  out  by  constant  use,  in 
the  conviction  that  his  enemies  would'  place  more 
tsiih  in  it  than  himself.  However,  it  will  be  seen 
in  the  sequel  of  this  expedition,  that  he  placed  too 
nnch  reliance  on  its  power,  and  that  Alexander 
was  able  to  evade  it. 

Such  waa  Napoleon !  Superior  to  the  passions  of 
nen  by  his  native  greatness,  and  also  by  the  cir- 
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oumstance  of  being  controlled  by  a  still  greater 
pluB&ion  t  for  when,  indeed,  were  these  masters  of 
the  world  ever  entirely  masters  of  themselves  ?  And 
thus  was  blood  again  about  to  flow ;  and  thus,  in 
their  great  career,  the  founders  of  empires  press 
forward  to  their  object  like  Fate,  whose  ministers 
they  seem  (and  whose  mait;h  neither  wars  nor 
earthquakes,  nor  all  the  scourges  which  Providence 
permits,  ever  arrest),  without  deigning  to  make  the 
utility  of  their  purposes  comprehensible  to  their 
victims. 
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BOOK  III. 


CHAP.  I. 

The  time  for  deliberation  had  passed,  and  that 
for  action  had  arrived.  On  the  9th  of  May,  1812i 
Napol6on>  hitherto  always  triumphant,  quitted  his 
palace,  which  he  was  destined  never  to  re-enter 
victorious. 

From  Paris  to  Dresden  his  march  was  a  continued 
triumph.  The  east  of  France  was  first  traversed ; 
that  part  of  the  empire  was  devoted  to  his  service ; 
very  different  from  the  west  and  the  south,  she 
was  only  acquainted  with  him  by  means  of  benefits 
and  victories.  Numerous  and  brilliant  armiea, 
attracted  by  the  fertility  of  Germany,  and  whiah 
imagined  themselves  ttiarching  to  a  prompt  and 
certain  glory,  proudly  traversed  those  coubtrieSi 
scattering  their  money  among  them,  and  consumiog 
their  productions.  War,  in  that  quarter,  always 
bote  the  semblance  of  justice. 

At  a  later  period,  when  our  victorious  bulletins 
readied  them,  imagination,  astonished  to  see  itself 
exceeded  by  reality,  caught  fire ;  enthunasm  pofl- 
•ess^  th«e  people,  as  in  the  times  oi  Austerlitz 
«id  Jena ;  numerons  groups  collected  round  this 
eowiers ;  their  tidings  were  rs«eived  with  intoxiea- 
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tion,  and  the  inhabitai|(js,  i/i  a  transpgit  iQfjay#  never 
separated  without  e^damatioBs.of  <'  hox^  lif«  Hk 
emperor !  Long  live  our  brave  army  I** 

It  \8,  besides,  well  known,  tbet  thii  portion  of 
^France. has  been  warlil(:e  from  time  immemorieL 
It  is  frontier  ground ;  its  inhabitafits  are  nnrsed 
amidst  the  din  of  arms ;  and  arms  are,  conseqiientlj, 
held  there  in  honour..  It  was  the  commcm  con-* 
versation  in  that  quarter,  that  the  war  would  libe- 
rate Poland,  so  much  attached  to  France ;  that  the 
barbarians  of  Asia,  with  whom  Europe  was  threats 
ened,  were  about  to  be  driven  back  into  their  nar 
tive  deserts}  that  Napoleon  would  onoe  more  re- 
turuj  loaded  with  all  the  fruits  of  victory.  Would 
not  the  edstern  departments  profit  most  by  that 
event  ?  Up  to  that  time,  were  they  not  indebted 
for  their  welilth  to  war,  which  caused  all  the  com* 
merce  of  France  with  Europe  to  pass  through 
their  handb?  Blockaded,  in  fact,  iu  every  oiber 
quatter,  the  empire  only  breathed  and  received  its 
Nourishment  through  its  eastern  provinces.^ 

For  ten  years,  their  roads  bad  been  covered  with 
travellers  of  all  ranks,  hastening  to  admate  the 
great  nation,  its  daily  embeUished  metropolis,  die 
ck^s^'aiivre  o{  all  the  arts,  and  of  all  ages,  whioh 
victory  had  there  assembled ;  and  especialfy'that 
extraMdidary  man  who  seeiaed  destined  to  4sarry 
the  national  glory  beyond  every  degree  of  glory 
hitherto  known.  Gratified  in  their  interests,  A^b^ 
1)ered  in  tbcshr  vanity,  the  people  of  the  east  of 
Krenee  owed  every  thing  to  victory.  Neither,  weee 
t^y  iHigrateCttl  (  they  fbUowed  the  emptfor.wikfa 
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b^t  wkiie!9^jf'on  aB  dderwere  acclamations 
aod  tfibiaphal  an^^s ;  on  all  side's  the  same  inten- 
sity of  devotion^ 

]ii>Ger|Qaai]r,  there  was  less  affection,  but,  per- 
hoj^  more  homage.  Conquered  and  subjected,  the 
G«rm«n^  either  as  soothing  to  their  vanity,  or  from 
habitsat  indiiiatipn  for  the  marvellous,  were  tempted 
to  conrider  Ni^leon  as  a  supernatural  being. 
Astanisbed^  beside  themselves,  and  carried  along  by 
the  imiversal  impulse,  these  worthy  people  exerted 
themselves  to  he,  sincerely,  all  that  it  was  requisite 
toisaff. 

They  hurried  forward  to  line-both  sides  of  the  long 
iJsiid'  by  which  the  emperor  passed.  Their  princes 
qnitted  didr  capitals,  and  thronged  the  towns, 
where  the  great  arbiter  of  their  destiny  was  to  pass 
a  fiiw  short  moments  of  his  journey.  The  empress, 
andairamercNis court, followed  Napoleon ;  he  pro- 
ceeded to  confront  the  terrible  risks  of  a  distant 
and  perilous  war,  as  if  he  were  returning  victorious 
and  triumphant.  This  was  not  the  mode  in  which 
he  was  formerly  accustomed  to  meet  a  conflict. 
. .  He  had  expressed  a  wish  that  the  emperor  of  Au- 
stria, several  kings,  and  a  crowd  of  princes,  should 
meet  faxm.at  Dresden,  on  his  way ;  his  desire  was 
fidftiled ;  all  thronged  to  meet  him ;  some  induced 
hf  hope^  others  prompted  by  fear :  for  himself^  his 
i]|e*ives  wecB  to  feel  his  power,  to  exhibit  it,  and 

*  In  this  approzhasation  with  the  ancient  house  of 
A«rtriafhe  was  ambitious  to  exhibit  toGermahy  a 
faaaily  meejting.    He  imagined  that  so  brilliant  an 
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aasemblage  of  sovemgan  would  odTan^gcooBly^ 
coiitrast  with  the  isolated  :  state  of  the  Rusfiian 
monarch ;  and  that  he  would  probably  be  alarisefi 
by  so  general  a  desertion.  In  fact^  this  assembly 
of  coalesced  monarchs  seemed  to  announce  that  this 
war  against  Russia  was  European. 

He  was  then  in  the  centre  of  Germany,  exhibiting 
to  it  his  spouse^  the  daughter  of  its  emperors,  sittii^ 
by  his  side.  Whole  nations  had  quitted  their  homes 
to  throng  his  path ;  rich  and  poor,  nobles  and  ple- 
beians, friends  and  enemies,  all  hurried  to  the 
scene.  Their  curious  and  anxious  groups  were 
seen  collecting  in  the  streets,  the  roads,  and  th^ 
public  places  ;  they  passed  whole  days  and  nights 
with  their  eyes  fixed  on  the  door  and  windows  of 
his  palace.  It  was  not  his  crown,  his  rank,  the 
iarury  of  his  court,  but  him^-^iimself-^^-on  whom 
they  desired  to  feast  their  eyes  ;  a  memento  of  his 
features  which  they  were  anxious  to  obtain :  they 
wished  to  be  able  to  say  to  their  less  fortuiiafe 
countryman  and  posterity,  that  they  had  seen 
Napoleon.  > . 

On  the  stage,  poets  so  far  degraded  themselves 
as  to  make  him  a  divinity.  It  w^  in  this  manner 
that  whole  nations  became  his  flatterers* 

There  was,  in  fiotct,  little  differenee  between 
kinga  and  people  in  the  homage  of  their  ^miri^ 
tion ;  no  one  thought  of  imitating ;  the  agreement 
was  unanimous.  Nevertheless,  the  inward  se^ti- 
ments  were  very  diffiurent. 

At  this  important  interview^  we  were  attentive  ia 
observing  the  different  dpgt ees^  of  ze^  which,  these 
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prin<!e&  exhibited,  and  the  Various  shades  of  our 
cbSeftain^s  pride.  We  had  hoped  that  his  prudence, 
or  the  deadened  feeling  of  displaying-  bis  power, 
woulfl  preTent  him  from  abusing  it ;  but  was  it  to  be 
etpected  that  he,  who  while  yet  an  inferior  never 
spoke  to  his  superiors  but  in  the  language  of  com-^ 
niand,  and  who  was  now  the  conqueror  and  master 
of  tfaem  all,  could  submit  to  tedious  and  minute 
details  of  ceremony  ?  He,  however,  displayed  mo* 
deration,  and  even  tried  to  make  himself  agreeable ; 
but  it  was  obviously  an  effort,  and  not  without  bI- 
lowing  the  ennui  he  experienced  to  be  perceived. 
Among'  these  princes  he  had  rather  the  air  of 
idoeiving  tfaem,  than  of  being  by  them  received. 

On  their  side,  it  might  be  thoii^ht,  that,  know«^ 
ing  Yds  pride,  and  hopeless  of  subduing  him,  ex^ 
cept  by  means  of  himself,  these  monarchs  and 
tbdr  people  only  humiliated  themselves  before  him 
in  (»rder  to  aggravate  the  disproportion  of  his  ele* 
vAtion,  and  by  so  doing,  to  dazzle  his  moral  vision. 
In  tiiehr  assemblies,  their  attitude,  their  words,  even 
the  tone  of  their  voice,  attested  his  ascendancy  over 
thfelii.  Ail  were  assembled  there  for  his  sake 
ahmel  They  scarcely  hazarded  an  objection,  so 
impressed  were  they  with  the  full  conviction  of  that 
superiority,  of  which  he  was  himself  too  well  aware. 
A  fedhd  lord  could  not  have  exacted  more  of  )us 
variriddfiefr. 

Bm  levee  presented  a  stiU  more  remarkable  spec- 
tadel  Sovereign  princes  attended  it  in  order  toso» 
lidC  an  audience  of  the  conqueror  of  Europe.  They 
so  intermis^led  with  his  officers,  that  the  latter 
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W0ve  flrequentlj  obliged  to  takepreoautions  againtt 
invbliftitarily  crowding  upon  these- new  eburtiors^ 
who  were  confounded  with  them*  It  waa  thua  that 
the  presence  of  Napoleon  made  distinctbna  disap- 
{fear ;  he  was  as  muoh  their  chief  as  oors;  This  ebm- 
ynoti  dependency  appeared  to  pot  all  aroiidd  hinrom 
a  level*  it  is  probable  that,  even  thai,  the  ill-diB- 
gnised  military  pride  of  several  Prench  general^ 
gave  offence  to  these  princes:  they  conceived 
themselves  raised  to  an  equality  with  them ;  and;  in 
fact,  whatever  may  be  the  noble  blood  and  rank  of 
the  vanquished,  the  victor  becomes  hk  equal. 

The  wisest  among  us  however  began  to  be 
alarmed;  they  said,  but  in  an  under*tone,  that 
ft' man* must  fancy  himself  mor^than  human  to^dd^ 
naturalize  and  displace  every  thing  in  this  manner 
Without  fearing  to  be  involved  in  the  universal 
confusion.  They  saw  these  monarchs  quitting  ttie 
pidiEkse  of  Napoleon  with  their  eyes  inflamed^  and 
their  bosoms  swoln  with  the  most  poignant  resent- 
ment. They  pictured  them,  during  the  nighty 
when  alone  with  their  ministers,  giving  vent  to  the ' 
chagrin  by  which  they  were  devoured.  Every  tling 
wa^  calculated  to  render  tbeir  snffefing  more  acute ! 
How  importunate  was  the  crowd  whsch  it  waa 
necMSary  to  pass  llirough,  in  order  to  reach  tiie 
gate  of  their  proud  master;  while  their  own  re- 
mained deserted !  Indeed,  all  things,  even  Uieir  own 
people,  appeared  to  betray  them.  While  boasting 
'df  Ms  good  fortune,  was  it  not  evident  that  he  waa 
iMulting  their  misfortmies  ?  They  had  therefbne 
come  to  Dresden  in  order  to  swell  the  pomp  of  Na* 
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Bitmwq[>k9/tedt/if  a8HQvw<them  tiifftt  he  thas 
tmitaphmd'i  eack.ci^  of  admirattoii  ofibred  tO'bim 
Jvas  a.ovy  ofsaprosch  to  theoaci.;  bis  grandeur  mm 
^nuflimiiilialiKm;  bis. victory  tbdr defeat.  « 

•  BoaJbdess  they,  in  this  manner,  gave  vent  to 
their  bitter  feeUoga;  and  their  hatred,  day  after 
^y,  snnk  more  deeply  into  their  hearts.  One 
fimos^  vfksk  observed  to  withdraw  precipitately 
fiMmi-tUa  painfnl  position*  The  empress  of  Austria, 
wbaae  ancestors  general  Buonaparte  had  dis* 
^pQUBBBeA  in  Italy,  made  herself  remarked  by  her 
aversion,  whidi  she  vainly  endeavoured  to  dis- 
guise ;  it^^eflpaped  from  her  by  an  involuntary  im- 
fudse,  which  Napoleon  instantly  detected^  and  sub- 
dued- by  a  smile :  %ut  she  employed  her  spirit  and 
-altniclion  in  gently  winning  hearts  to  her  opinion, 
Sn- order  to  sow  them  afterwards  with  the  seeds 
<lhste« 

f  The  empress  of  Franoe  unintentioaaUy  aggra- 
-vatedthia  fatal  disposition.-  She  was  observed  -to 
.ei^pse  her  mother-ishlaw  by  the  superior  magni- 
4ibeoee  of  her  costume:  if  Napoleon  required 
iOMe  nsetve^  she  resisted  and  even  we^,  till  the 
emperor,  either  through  affeetion>  fatigue,  or  ab- 
.«wct.  of  mind,  was  induced  to  give  way*  It  isevien 
^aid  that,  nol^ithfltanding  her  ofigin^.  remarks 
-Mhmkted  to  wound  German  pride  ^escaped  that 
.prmesas^  i&  extravagant  compariesDns  between.  |ier 
3li(itive  and  her  adopted  country  •  Napoleon  re- 
linked her  for  this^  but  gentiy;  he  was«plea«d 
-nith  a  patriotism  whid^  he  had  huMeif  inapiyed'; 
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utd  he  fanciod  he  Mpained  hecimptfudent  iangnage 
by  the  mvmficeiice  of  his  presents. 

Thb  aasemblage^  therefore,  .could  not  ftil  td 
irritating^  a  variety  of  feelings::  much  aelMove 
came,  wounded>  from  the  coUimon.  Napoleonv 
however,  havii^  exerted  himself  to  pleaae,  thou^^ 
that  he  had  given  general  Batiafeustion :  whik  waiting 
at  Dresden  the  result  of  the  marches  of  his  army, 
the  numerous  columns  of  which  were  tratisrsin^ 
the  territories  of  his  allies^  he  more  especially  ocpor 
pied  himself  with  bis  political  arrangements^ 

G^ieral  Lauriston,  ambassador  from  France  to 
Petersburgh,  received  orders  to  requsrd  of  the 
Russian  emperor  an  authority  for  6ommuidi»taig 
definitive  proposals  to  him  aJL  Wilna.  Oetmral 
Narbonne,  aide-de^eunp  of  Napoleon,  departed  for 
the  imperial  headquarters  of  Alexander,  iK  order 
to  assure  that  prince  of  the  pacific  intentioBD  of 
France,  and  to  induce  him  to  visit  Dresden.  The 
archbishop  of  Malines  was  dispatched  in  order  to 
direct  the  impulses  of  Polish  patriotism.  The 
king  of  Saxony  made  up  his  mind  to  the  loss  of  thb 
grand  duchy ;  but  he  was  flattered  widi  die  hop6 
of  a  m&te  substantial  indemnity* 

Meantime,  during  the  earlier  days  of  meetings 
sarprise  was  CKpressed  at  the  absence  of  the  king^ 
PrusAa  from  the  imperial  court;  but  it  was.  sOes 
understood  diat  be  was  prohibited  hMa.  coming. 
This  prince  was  the  mote  alarmed  in  prapottioa  ^a* 
Iw  had  lets  deserved  such  treatment.  His  prmamum 
fmaid    hsnre^been   embanrassing*     NevertbekiBii; 
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avKmraged  fay  Nadboime^  he  resolved  od  meMiig 
kb  appearance*  His  vrival  was  aimoaneed  to  t^f 
en^eror ;  the  latter  ^rew  angry,  and  at  first  re^ 
fined  to  see  him*^-^' What  did  that  prince  want 
«f  lam?  Was  not  the  constant  importunity  of  his 
letters,  and  hb  continual  solicitations,  sufficient  J 
fBhetefore  did  he  persecute  him  with  his  presence  1 
What  need  had  he  of  him  ?"  But  Duroc  insisted. 
He  rennided  Napoleon  of  the  want  that  he  would 
espcrienee  of  Prussia,  in  a  war  with  Russia ;  and 
the  doers  of  the  emperor  were  opened  to  the 
asonmdi.  He  was  veeeiTed  coldly,  but  with  the 
Mipeet  due  to  his  superior  rank.  His  renewed  as-* 
SHtaaoes  of  fiddity,  of  which  he  ga¥e  numerous 
pKOofii,  were  accepted. 

It  was  reported  at  that  time,  that  this  monairch 
was  led  to  eipect  the  posses&on  of  the  Russo* 
OeBSUttpnyfinces,  which  his  troops  weore  to.be  com* 
mianoned  to  intrade.  It  is  even  affirmed  that,  after 
dieir  ooiiqaest,  he  demanded  their  investiture  from 
Na|K)leoB.  It  has  been  added,  but  in  vague  termsi, 
that .  Ke^leon  allowed  the  prince**royal  of  Prussia 
to  mtjpkte  to  the  hand  of  one  of  his  nieces^  This 
was  to  be  a  remunearation  for  the  services  which 
wae  to  reader  him  in  this  new  war.  He 
so  be  expressed  himadf ,  that  he  would  go 
aasd'  sound  her.  It  was  thus  that  Fxederiek,  by 
faeoombg  ti»  relation  of  MapoieDn,  would  be  en* 
aUad  topreserveihai  diminished  power;  butpcooft 
are-waating,  to  show  that  the  idea  of  this  naaioiiage 
sedileaditho  king  olfln]flBa»as  the  bepe  of  a  similar 
alliance  had  seduced  the  prince  of  Spain. 
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Such  at  that  time  vtm  the  mtafaissioB  lat^noffif^ 
reigBs  to  tliepovrer  of  Napoleon.  It  eAn  ailiiiBiig 
example  of  the  rai]^e  of  necessity  arer^HpenKmi 
and  shows  to  what  lengths  the  prospeet*  of  gani 
and  the  fear  of  loss  will  lead  ]ainees  as  weH  aa 
stttjeets*. 

Meanwhile^  Napoleon  awaited  Ae  resoh  «f  liMl 
negotiations  of  Lauriston  and  NarbonoB.  He 
hoped  to  vanquish  Alexander  by  the  mere  MMfmet 
of  his  united  army,  and,  above  all,  by  tkamenaciBy 
splendour  of  his  reaidenee  at  Dresden..  He  Vaat^ 
expressed  this  opinion,  whea  sone  days,  after,  at 
Posen,  he  said  to  General  Dossolles,  ^  ISle  asMBs^ 
blage  at  Dresden  not  having  pemaded  Al0leairifer 
to  make  peace,  nothing  but  war  is  now  to  be  ec^ 
pected." 

On  that   day  he  talked  of  nothing  but   hb 
former  victories.  It  seemed  as  if,  ^Did)tlial-  of  the  fii*" 
ture>  he  recurred  to  the  past,  and 'that  het^ndift' 
necessary  to  arm  himself  with.Us  mdit  giairiawv^ 
collections,  in  order  to  oonfront  a  peril  of  M  gfeat' 
a  magnitttde.    In  fcK^,  ihen^  as  since,  hefdt'^lsft' 
necessity  of  deluding  himself  with  tile  all^^ed' 
weakness  of  his  rivars  daraeter.   As  the  period  ^ 
the  great  invasion  approadbed,  h^'kerittfledlB-eonM 
sideriag  it  as  certsin,  &r  her  no  longer  possessed 
the  consciousness  of  his  infaJlftilHy,  nor  that  waj^* 
like  asenrance  which  Ae  fire  and  energy  of  yd^lfc 
impart,  nor  Aat  inatioct  at  sneeesr  which  malMil 
it  certrin. 

In  other  reipeets^thase  park^  were  not;*obly^'' 
attempts  tapieservn  pmos,  bat  an  additions^  rust^ 
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y^^^Hkeim  ht^'hopuA  to  render   th<^ 

tafleiMOf  ib^iigMIt;  ta  IM  them- 

t^iiii  HHfpfUftd  amt  fiispdrsed^  or,  tf  unftefl, 

pfewuKfitiKHai  ta  wait  his  approa<;h. 

cot^^-mam,  or  by  a  victory.  But  Latirisfoii'vas 
wM  Mcdmi^  As  to  Narbofinei  he  returned.  ^  He 
M/'  iHul.be^  ^  foo&d  .thfa-Rassians  in  a  state  of 
wmAeqaaib^  remote  from  dejection  as  from  boast- 
»>.'.'Croai:all  that  their  emperor  had  said,  it 
fhst  ihe^  ^raferred^war  to  a  disgraceful 
ftBfimi  that  tiiey  leopid  take  care  not  to  expose 
thmmiwtfii  to  tfe .  hmuoABt  ofiia*.  battle  agasntt  so 
IwiWiflbiWlt  tMUUamj;  asditibat^in  abort,  they  were 
BVPlp9d«Miuridiig.«ery  sacnfice,^  in  order  to  spin 
out  tlie  war^  and  to  baffle  Napokon/' 

,TbTIJ#tTliTUlrhirtiTrnrhadthnffm]TfiT^  midst 

o|1h»ffe«atattd3kqplajr  «f  bis  glory;  was.  te^ated  with 
iJlHiliPlili.  To  w^lka  ttath,  1  must  add,  that  a  great 

ihad .contributed:  to:  delude  him: 
ifirafm  inntekeQ  vifaws,  or  from  artifice,  tUs 
]|||p<inrik«Ji^{ftuiBa^  HuBLt  lua  sovereign 

iMllflifeMlk  at  ^kfaajogfat  of  diffieMties,  md  be 
%|P%4iM0iil»gid  l^fMvwses.^  Uiifortuiiateiy;th8 
^gfgD|lbfmmm(piAha.^^^  obsaqniramesft  to  him 
^IBJit  Wf^Ml^ilM:tQat&amed  the  French  enlpbwr 

^JS0,^famfmA:m.AhQiim  of  Majmt  fitesden, 
gpjw^ol^^  bwwiigr  whiclt  .karloHW  him  tamp-^ 
fttOMi^  exhibiting  io  Europe  princ^  and.ldni^, 
MpfiME  ^^ronihe  m^fcfe  JmoMfr  famffiaa  of  Germaify, 
wipJUj  ^itj^pl^MWHif^lf1tTlft  tmmdr*  ptiaes  dmrfmip 
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hH* difiitinction  f r6m  faimfelF.  He  ajypeoredl  to  t&ke 
a  pleasure  in  multiplying  the  changes  of  the  greUlt 
ga^e  of  fortune,  as  if  to  encitcle  with  them,  and 
Teiider  lees  extraordinary,  that  which  placed  him 
on  the  throne,  and  thus  to  accustom  others  as  well 
as  himself  tp  them.   . 


CHAP.  II. 

At  length,  impatient  to  conquer  the  Russians,  M^d 
escape  firom  the  homage  of  the  Germans,  Napo- 
leon quitted  Dresden.    He  only  remained  at  Posefn 
long  enough  to  satisfy  the  Poles.     He  neglected 
Warsaw,  whither  the  war  did  not  imperiduflly  call 
him,  and  where  he  would  have  again  been  invoWed 
in  politics.    He  stopped  at  Thorn,  iii  order  to  Iti- 
spect  his  fortifications,  his  magazines,  and  his  troops. 
There  the  complaints  of  the  Poles,  whotin  ^t  tallies 
pillaged  without  mercy,  and  insulted,  reached  hrai. 
Napoleon  addressed  reprpieu^hes,  and  eren  thj^eais, 
to  the  King  of  Westphalia,  wiiich,  as  is  well  ^l^owp, 
were  thrown  away ;  as  their  effect  was  lost  in  tl^e 
juid^t  of  too  rapid  a  movement;   as,  besid^s,^  Ms 
fits  of  anger,  like  all  other  fits,  were  followed  %y 
weariness  and  exhaustion;  as,  in  short,  he  hlnis^lf 
WAS  liable. to.  the  reproietch  of  being  the  cause  'oif'tfie 
disorders  which  provoked'  him ;  for,  from  the  O^r 
to  the  Vistula^  and  eVen  to  the  Niembn,  if  provisibbs 
were  abundant  and  properly  stationed>  less  portable 


/|WW^-»J^*^  J^^^^  cer^ialy  deficient.  .  Our 
.j^f(y^Irj:wer6  already  ,£f>rc^d  to  cut.  the  green  cori^ 
ftf^  tpj^if\the  hoijises  of  thejir  thatch^  m  prder.to 
1^  thek  h^rse^  i  |t  is  true  that  all  did  not .  stop 
«t  t^9t ;  bnt  wJ^^Q  one  disorder  is  au|tho}rized|»  how 
can  others  be  forbidden  i 

The  evil  augmented  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Nielsen.  The  emperor  had  calculated  upon  a  mul* 
tjtade  of  light  cars  and  heavy  waggons^  e^ch  de- 
stined to  carry  several  thousand  pounds  weighty 
tbroogh  a  san^y  region,  wjii^h  carts,  with  no  greater 
weight  than  some  quintals,  with  difficulty  traversed* 
Xb€3H$  I^O&T^yWC^B  we.re  organized  in  battalions 
Jll^  jqufdf  )}{LS.  Each  battalion  of  light  carts  called 
pnifoil^9  consisted  of  six  hundred,  and  might  carry 
I  u  (IioikiUkL  quintals  of  flour.  ThQ  battalion  of 
.^leay J  Tj^clesj  drawn  by  oxen,  carried  fonr  thousand 
fl^^Jjyyn^fftd  q^int^ls. .  There  were  besides  twenty- 
^f^^^q^jdions  of  waggons,  loaded  with  military 
jfOKf^PBti  a  gr^t  quantity  of  waggons  with  tools 
irf.  jiJL.J^nds,  as  well  as  thousands  of  artillery  and 

JfJB^til.ff»«g^»«^  ^  ^^^S^  ^^^  «^x  bridge  equi- 

.x^;|^rpv^^  were  to  take  in  their 

Jj^mitif^yif''  tne  magazines  established  on  the  Vistula. 
"^r^^^^tnp  ^my  passed  that  river,  they  were  to 
yrj^^'j|5(en^^^  Raiting,  with  provisions 

|l4^^b^0D4«  the  J^fiemen.  Tn  gonclu^ion,  the 
j|5|yter  Mrt  pCth^se  m^imspf  transport  failed,  either 
&cap|i^^i^  prganissation  of  soldiers,  to  act  as  con^ 
49«0r|i  of  isulit^ry  convoys^  was  essentially  vicious, 
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the  motives  of  honour  and  ambition  nqt  bting  cftUl^ 
into  action  to  maintain  proper  djb^cipUne;;  or  Qhi^fl]C» 
that  these  vehicles  were  too  heavy  ios}  thp  tfisj^ 
the  distances  too  conaiderable,  and  tho  priTaiti<^ 
and  fatigues  too  great ;  certain  it  is  that  the  greater, 
number  of  them  scarcely  reached  the  Vistula.       .  , 
The  army^  therefore^  provisioned  itself  on  itA 
inarch.      The    country  being    fertile,   waggons^, 
cattle,  and  provisions  of  all  kinds  were  carried  off; 
every  thing  was  swept  away,  even  to  such  of  the 
inhabitants  as  were  necessary  to  conduct  the^ 
convoys.    Some  days  after,  at  the  Niemen^  tbe.em^ 
barrassment  of  the  passage^  and  thece^rity^fof  1j^ 
first   hostile  movements,  caused  all  the  fi:ui^:|^| 
this  pillage  to  be  abandoned  with  m  indiffer^i^^, 
only  equalled  by  the  violence  with  which  th^y  1}^ 
been  seized. 
.  The  importance  of  the  object,  however,  was  ^W!bt 
as  might  excuse  the  irregularity  of  th^e  prQC^dr^ 
ings.    That  object  was  to   surprise  the  Rus^JQ^ 
army,  either  collected  or  dispersed;  in  s)iprt,,,|^9^ 
make  »  coup-de-main  with  400,000  men.      Wjff,[ 
the  worst  of  all  scourges,  would  thus  h&Yi^  bf^y 
shortened  in  its  duration.     Our  long  andb^vjpj 
*>aggage-waggons    would   have   encumbei:fd  f^n 
march.     It  was   much  more  convenient  ^  Xtf ,  live, 
on  the  supplies  of  the  country,  as  w^  shptfld^.tb^ 
sides,  be  able  to  indemnif)r  the  loss  afterwftf^j^ 
But  superfluous  wrong  was  done  as  wqll  as^^e^ 
oessary  wrong,  for  who  can  stop  midway  in  ^t)^ 
commission  of  wrong  ?  What  chief  could  be  resfyoi^, 
sfble  for  the  crowd  of  oificers  andjsoldiens«scatt^ced 
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Ah>i^fi*  the  'ikhihtTy  in  brder  to  collect  its  re- 
flboreeB?  Tb  whom  were  complaints  to  be  ad- 
Anessed  ?  Who  was  to  punish  ?  AH  was  done  in 
Ae  conirse  of  a  rapid  march ;  there  was  neither 
tSmeto  try^  nor  even  to  find  out  the  guilty.  Be- 
tween tile  affair  of  the  day  before^  and  that  of  the 
ftiBowing  day,  how  many  others  had  sprung  up !  for 
at  that  time  the  business  of  a  month  was  crowded 
into  a  single  day. 

'  Moreover,  some  of  the  leaders  set  the  example; 
iStaetkfWBs  a  {K>sitiye  emulation  in  committing  wrong. 
hL^mOLt  rfespect,  many  of  our  allies  surpassed  the 
F^iidii '  We  were  their  teachers  in  every  thing ; 
Mt'incbpying  our  qualities,  they  caricatured  our 
dklAftta.'  Their  gross  and  brutal  plunder  was  per- 
Abliy^Mtolting. 

Bnt  the.  emperor  was  desirous  to  have  order 
l!(^  iDL  the  middle  of  £sorder.  Pressed  by  the  ac- 
ctkSAlg^foBche^  of  two  allied  nations,  two  names 
jgjiitt  tobre  especially  distinguished  by  his  indigna- 
flhc'Iti  Us  letters  are  found  these  words:  **I 

htM^mspMAei  Generals and .    I  have 

ritppreM^  the  brigade ;  I  have  cashiered  it 

ift^AK^firiitf  of^flie  army,  that  is  to  say,  of  Europe. — 

f  liin^f '#9ltlefii  fo ,  informing  him  that  he  ran 

l^t'riaU'df  *b43hg  broke,  if  he  did  not  take  care.'' 

SiAaifiai^  sftef  he  met  this ,  at  the  head  of 

li^  -  thM  afid  ^tiU  indignant,  he  called  to  him, 
^^Yfllt  dii^adt  ^diirself ;  you  set  the  example  of 
piiaitrv-  Be  fileAt,  or  go  back  to  your  father ;  I 
dUf'tUt  wtbt  yolir  services  any  further." 

FtMft'Tftom,  Napoleon  descended  the  Vistula. 
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Graudentz  belonged  to  Prussia ;  he  avoided  paMttig 
it ;  as  that  fortress  was  important  to  the  BaS&ty  ^ 
the  army^  ah  officer  of  artillery  and  soiAe  £re^ 
workers  were  sent  there,  with  the  ostensible  motive 
of  making  cartridges ;  the  real  motive  remained  wb9^ 
cret ;  the  Prussian  garrison  was  numerous,  and  BtMd 
on  its  guard,  and  the  emperor,  who  had  proceeded 
onward,  thought  no  more  about  it. 

It  was  at  Marienburg  that  the  emperor  mgdid 
met  Davoust.  That  marshal,  whether  through 
pride,  natural  or  acquired,  was  not  inclined  te  Mi- 
cognize  as  his  leader  any  other  individual  than^the 
master  of  Europe.  His  character,  besides,  was 
despotic,  obstinate,  and  tenacious  ;*  and  he  was'Sts 
little  inclined  to  yield  to  circumstances  as  to  meib 
In  1809,  Berthier  was  his  superior  for  some 'days, 
during  which  Davoust  gained  a  battle,  and  idVed 
the  army,  by  disobeying  him.  Hence  ardke  a^ ter- 
rible hatred :  dimng  the  peace  it  augmented;  bttt 
secretly ;  for  they  lived  at  a  wide  distance  ffOM 
eabh  other,  Berthier  at  Paris,  Davouaft  ai  HaHU 
burgh ;  but  this*  Russian  war  again  Mrovt^  tifMlH 
together.  ^        '  *' 

Berthier  was  getting  enfeebled.  'Since  1^09^,*  dl 
kind  of  ^nrar  had  become  odious  to  him.  His  talent 
especially  l£ty  in  his  iictivity  ahd  his  m^m^f)r.^'  1fe| 
could  receive  and  transntit,  at  aH  hours  df^lS'Ai^ 
and  night, 'the  most  various  tntelKgence  stid'^ordcttli; 
on  this  occasion  he  had  conceived  hSmsdf  etftitffe'd 
to  givb  orders  himself.  These  orders  dispbmtfit 
Davoust.  Their  first  interview  w$s  il  scett^  of 
violent  altercation;   it  occurred   at   MaridAbiurgj 
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iHiere  theeDkpeDor  had  jutf  armed,  and  in  hit 
yrawace. 

fiavoqst  expreMed  himiscjf  haishly,  and  he  went 
«#fiur,as  to  accuse  Berthier  of  incapacity  or  trea* 
^kf&rj^.  They,  both  threatened  each  other,  and  when 
Begtfiier  was  gone,  Napoleon,  influenced  by  the 
iwifawmBy  auspiisiotts  character  of  the  marshal,  ex* 
fiaitnedj  *f  It  sometimes  hiq^^pens  that  I  entertam 
dmibta  of /the  AS^e^tj  of  my  oldest  companion  in 
arma^  but  at  such  'tinies  my  head  turns  round  with 
^hi^n^  and  I  do  my. utmost  to  banish  so  heart- 
midiiig  a  supieioap*' 

.    While  Davoust  was  probably  enjoyang  the  danger- 

fiia  iJeararefiif  having  humbled  a  rival,  the  emperor 

.  pcveeaded  to  Dantssic,  and  fierthier>stung.  by  resent- 

flwnt^iribmed  in.hi3  train.  Fcom  that  tii}ie,the  2eal, 

t^gkiry  of  Dawust^  the  exertions  he  had  made  for 

ttpis-.B^ip.  c^pi;dition,  all  that  oif ght  to  have  availed 

iMB^,.ve(o  JT^acdsd  imfitvmirabiy*    .The  emperor 

^IfMi  wviti|en>iQ  him,  ''that  the  var  was  about  to  b6 

carried  into  a  barren  territory,  where,  the  enei;ny 

4l<n»U.  deatnqr,  evory  thing,  and  that  it  was  requi- 

ste  to  prepare  for  such  a  state  of  things,  by  pro* 

.iid»|p  loc  4mnsdf.''-^Davoiist  replied  by  an  enu^ 

jSMftkoi  of  Ms,  preparations.— <'  He  had  70,000 

,f|a^;irJbM;wemcQnple^y.organiiied;  the^  carried 

.  wiAAfm.  tirartjiMfive  days'  proidsions.   Each  com^ 

11819  Mmpatf^  swimmers^  masons,  baker^B,  tailors, 

ilwymrt W8»ymsmiths,  in  short,,  workmen  of  every 

<lmk-.The^.caixied: every  tlnng  they  required 

mtb.  them;  hie  army  waa  like  a  eolony ;  hand- 
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aHmipaiiil  of  t«p][dyii%  them  were^ tewiyy^ "  ''  '  ' 
I  iSudb.frmtv\6X)eirifo(»^^^^^ 

sented.  Insidious  observations  were  oTerhe^rd-'by 
tbb  ^Bmftaa^r.  ^^tTMB  niaridMiV^  it  \ra»  "isaidy 
^.iiiAas'ti>::h»ri^  it  tboogfit  thtttlua  .has  fdiesMn^ 
aorr^nged^  aisi  encttted  every  thing.  U  ^  eni^ 
peFMT^i  thea^  no  more  than  a  speetetor  af ^  ^lii 
expe^lwai?-  :  WiU  the  glory  of  it  dwalvd^qii 
Bafoust  rv^f  In  fact^**  exelaisud  the^  eitipaMfi 
<*  one  would  think  it  was  he  thatieoouiuiadteA^^Ma 

.rvfCfaejrefen  wmtliirthay.;  dorttiafit  a^pprAMs^Mtt 
.^raosnepived :  ^wab^H:  not  the  aamit'Dai^iiriitf^ 
ialteretdiainclorf  ofaf^na,  dt)0^  ^m^^vwUiftb 
iiUahd?'  la  it  not  ha  who  now  deilvbs  a^Bulnii  wwt? 
ii^Ha^whia  Uf  eadf  possassaa  sdohilarga  ptafMty^Ai 
that  coutry,  wMm  aoMrate  wid''Stf^»f^]itQli(^ 
^kaa  «7cm  jawm  tlia  P<da»raftd'  whbls ^/msfiiriMA^ 
^Pj^iingtDthc&r  tiiimiait'  •  t: -^  ,{j;b  oI>; 

It  is  not  easy  to  say^  whetbet  rth»  piMioof>Bbitii- 
^rte;  was  sbodbed'^t^  seeing  idtafc^f  'faiadleu* 
i»iaiita:a9efaaehhig  on  his  ow»?-<DriiwiMiltei9^ih 
fthv  botnrse^'df  this 'hrregalar/9irar,^ll&'MtoU 
.Awarted;iigw«-flnd(HKxre  b^  the  methoifiealpig^nMs 
!of  DaToiist^-Mjbuti  :■  ihe '  iradfaycttiii^ltfiiaBpMiM 
^lal^asnat  Mlnfstnfok.deepeE;  itww  !pmda0(fr«8i'i«tf 
iat  ai  eonasqaencaa ;  ^itrcreasdwd  itomi  Mb.  coafttenae 
a  bold,  tenadour/  ailrd  ^prudent  wartiwy  aUd  hcigiMb* 
^ncd^fap  pceebleclionilbr  Mtirat,  wiuiea  irariaAsanMa 


isfwiMttioii);  tiieir  Imnwiqr:  vmild  IvMe  totiii^himr 

., EroQi:  Danteic  tlia  ranpnor:  procMdedi  on  the 
IfUh  of  Jime^  to  Kdikigslberg^  At  that  pltoe  taded 
th^  im^eetion  of  hi&  immentt  HUigaginfig»  nod?  of 
tlm  aBCoid  mstmg^poiiit  and  pi^ot  of  hit  Ium  of 
opef»(lratu  Imm^nw  quantitieb  of  protiaioiui,  a^ 
l|MtO(to  tk)  *  iaHme&ti^  of  tiie  undertaking,  weir^ 
thtr^HMiuniiltted.  No  detail  hid  beeii  neglected. 
The  actbe  and  impassioned  genius  of  Napoken 
aiwi<rthttiiw#wly.du^ted  ^teiAatidi'ihat.modbim* 
jMMantrjiHidf  diflb2ult.depftvtnit1lfr.tf  hii  eiEpeditMB. 
ibrthi^hf 'ins'  jfiofm^  of  edbottat^sy  ordcn^  ^b^ 

iksfwi'^nifetq  «««fpted'  uk  dktati9%*  in&tiiietioBfi  on 
iMtom^hjl(99bi^M  «igiM?  *  h»^ f r eqsi* wtly  »ae  ta  rfe^ 
jifih  Aiy  fi^alib « ^  Qhn  gwicfil  Meeimi^  on  «  aU- 
gle  day^  six  despatches  trdmioBlip  aUdiiliiignMibed 

4i]idfteiMMt«oli«tt«d6^  •  '   . 

u4ti  oM»y  1heaft:ita>rda'iiefe  ansniarifaBd>  '*  For  mftsfiqi 
Ukei'ttMey'ili'preciNitiani  be  nof  i  taken;  theigtain 
M^mbiiOtiiAtxf.  <ua  ^suffibe/'  Jm  aktolher,  "^  It  vffl 
Jbirff^^fluttefifeir*  alivtlie  prot  ifion-ws^dnitf  *  to  he 
JoUeA|riiitbHepy,  /|trBad>  iAcA,  ^egetabha/  atad 
^branJJjRijbesi^e^  whBt  iajpcAsdry  <ar  the  hospital 
■Mihilii  t'>'Bife'gertilfr4rfiaH3ny:HiowaientB  :vitt.ai- 
MlpkblMOjOODiBen^oa'asipgle^pmnt^  T^  wfll 
4sriiotUtig-thea  to  expect  ftom  tiM  coimtrir,  and  it 
will  be'necessary  to  have  every  thing  within  our- 
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aetvea/'  But^  0a  the  oaei  bMd»  iht  mesito  of  tnute- 
pwt  wwe  badly  cakulated;  and^  on  the  other^  h6 
9A]ffweA  biffiMlf  to  be  bturried  od>  ae  Mdo  ad  he  ^ai 
^(ittt  in  «iotioii« 
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CHAP.  III. 

Fbqm  Konigebe^g  to  Gumbinnenj  he  reviiewecl  ser 
verc(l  of  his  armiea ;  conv^raing  with;  the  soldiery 
Y^jith  a  g«y>  frank,  and  often  abrujK  air,  weU  awajri? 
that,  with  such  unsfiphisticatad  and  hwdy  .cht(r 
][^e^s^  ahruptn^fs  is  looked  upov  as  frAnjknesfti 
rudeness  ^s  forc^,  haugh$ine.S9  as  tru?  wtbilitj^; 
9i\d  that  the  delicacy,  and  refin^eiits  of 'thie.  highly 
classes  a^e  in  their  ey^S'  no  better  th^  we^kn^ 
and  efieminacy ;  they  apjiear  to  them  like  .^  forf ^ji^ 
)wgnage>  which  they  do. not  understand;  and  ^p 
accents  of  which  strike  them  as  ridiculous.  ...  r, 
Af:pprding  to  QU^tom^  Ife^  pr^n^poi^Baded  \^fyte\  tiofi 
ranks-  Knowipg  i^  which  of  his  warfi  ^i^^h.  rpgi^ 
ptent  }iad  beqn  WAthrhinij  at  ^  Mfl^t  of  tha.ql^est 
scddiers  he  occasionally  hi^lted;  -to  gfie.ho -rpwllQA 
the  battle  of  the  Pyramids ;  another  he  rQiisind^..of 
Mi^rengo,  Au^terli^j  Jeqa«  or  Friedldndi  aild.al* 
lyayp  by  a  sii^le  ifojrd,  accompaaiod  by.  a  fawlw 
caress,  The  ^  y^teran  who  belie.vf^d  hinaaelf  ^pax* 
spirally  recogiu^  by  hif  emperor,  rose  in  cws^* 
qpence  in  the  estimation  of  his  junior  eompanipns. 
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wlM'^dnsM^red  Mm  an  object  6t  envy.  -Napolebti; 
til  this  m^nneT,  continued  his  inspection ;  he  oT^r* 
iMked  not  ^en  tihe  ^^ligest  soldiers ;  it  would 
seem  that  eyery  thing  which  concerned  them'  was 
to  him  matter  of  interest ;  their  least  wants  were 
familiar  to  him  ;  he  interrogated  them :  Did  their 
captains  take  care  of  them  ?  had  they  received  their 
pay  ?  were  they  in  want  of  any  requisite  ?  he  wished 
to  see  their  knapsacks. 

At  length  he  stopped  at  the  centre  of  the  regi- 
ment ;  there  being  apprised  of  the  places  that  were 
vacant ,  he  required  aloud  the  natnes  of  the  most 
nkeiftoirious  hi  the  ranks ;  he  called  those  who  were 
10  fllSfislgn^tM  befote  him,  and  questioned  them* 
How  mahj  yeArs'  service  ?  how  many  campaigns  ? 
y^ftaii  Wdntads  ?  Whtat  exploits  ?  He  then  appointed 
tl^lli  ottcers,  and  caused  them  to  be  immediately 
iMlttn^,  himseTf  pt^scribing  the  forms ;— all  parti- 
Mi^ek  Which  delighted  the  soldier.  They  told 
'dieh  othe^r'  how  the  gi'eat  emperor,  the  judge  of 
Mftitfflfrinthe  massj  occupied  himself  with  them  in 
their  mMtifebt  details;  ^hat  the^  composed  his  oldest 
^Hak  tf^ireal  family  ? '  Thus  it  was  that  he  instilled 
m&t  lUiSh*  the  love  of  war,  of  ^lory,  and  himself. 
'^^^fhe'tttmjy  mi^antime^  miariched  from  the  Vistula 
'ill(if*llie*N?eittferi.  This  river,*  from  Grodno  as  fat 
W«dtHter,^  rims  parallel  with  the  Vistula.  The 
k^itPrt^l,  'WhicW  Wtes  one  to  the  other,  was 
M^  m^th^fotidions :  SSd/XX)  ioien  arrived  there 
IWin  Hchii^ififffcrent -joints ;  there  they  found  Bread 
dttA'  soifae  foraging  provisions.    These  provisions 
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tion  would  permit.  ■    • 

,  tWbeo  tiie  Aimy  was  obliged  to  ^qii^t  die  ^iAa, 
it  tookr  with  it  suffieient  provisrMp  to  reftdi  and 
CK(M  the  Niemeti,  to  prepare  for  a  battle,  and  to 
%irme  iib Wiba.  AJb  that  plaoe^  the  ^emperor  efilcu^ 
latfli  oathemagamneB  of  die  inhabitants^  on  thoie 
of  the  OMny;  ud  on  his  own,  which  he  had  oi^ 
4ered  to  be  brought  from  Danteio^  by  the  Fri- 
vUipfl^  the  Piegel,  1^  Deme,  the  canal  Fredarie/ 
and  the  Vilia.' 

^  We  were  upon  the  Yerge  of  the  Russian  frcmtier  j 
from  right  to  leftj  or  from  south  to  north>  the  army 
Mtaa 'dicfMs^d  in  tke.foUowing  maoDRi  in  frenfcW 
tJ^  Niemen.    In  the  fit st  pUioe>  on  the  eatM^n^ 
right,   Mtd  isauieg  frem  GaUicia»  ^it  Droj^Qri»;> 
Pl4|t()^  SchwartBcmberg  and  d^JXlO  Austrians^t  dn* 
t)^eir  lefta  coming  from  Warsaw,  and  miartfhiiig^itfi 
the  direiefAon.of  Bialystock  and  Oipdoo,  tftie  Mij^ 
ctC  WwtphaKa,  at  the  head  of  79ii200  W6s(|(halisMif 
S(M:«A9i  and  Poker  by  the  side  of  tiiem  wasvtitir 
yil^eroy ^f  Itoly^whahad  justefibeted  thejuvetietti^ 
new  JMEarienpol  and  Pikwy,  of  79^^00  fiarakiatei^ 
Ita]ianfi,.4iid  Frenchmen;  next,  the  Bmpetoiv  liridi' 
a8p#QQP  men^  commanded  by  tbs  kmg:o£  Naplei^^lAi«i 
prince  of  Eckmuhl,  the  dukes  of  Pantais^vIeifWiT 
Reggio,  and'  Elchingen«    They^  advaneed  ^  fr6m 
Thiirfti  Mmrientvierder,  aood  fitting,  and  6ni  the.Mll  > 
of  ^vtne.had assemUed  ia  a  single  juass  tiefr  litMl 
gmieky^a.  leagne  alMTe  KotwttiK    Finally,. »  freM^ 
o/^.  TilsU»  was  MacdoniOd,  cand  39,609  Psusiiao^' 
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B(Wttiw^jr'««it9«lQAp.ctomtiDsbg^^  eitrMiiff  left 
of  the  grand  army. 

.:.I^9I7'  tibiQg  |Wa0  now  ready*    From  th^  batiks 
((frith^  .(SnadiilqviTiry  and  tbe-  ddabrian*'  saa^  'W 
1bf^^^\M^if4n  aatemUfd  617>000  anen,  Uw^d» 
4OQ10P&  wate  prenent;  one  siege  aad  sixr  brid^6 
egoijiagas,  itlMttsaads  of  pTOFvision^^aggic^nS)  iitio*' 
ntmtbki hc)tdil  oi  oicen,  ld?2  pieoes  of  eaimen^  vbii^ 
H^fU^m^s  /of  artiHery  and  has|iitidi>waggons^  >hiA' 
Impi^dcted^  assembled^  and  stationed  at  a  4ihoW 
distance  from  the  Russian  frontier  tiver.   -The^ 
giMtaikpiirt-ixf  tbe  pm^iinuHwagg^M  were  alone 

r^Sivtsft  tihbmrad  Anafarittnd>  P»testanb,  md  'Spi^' 
iMP^jrefe;  pv«paiiing«  ta^shediJfaeir  blMd  Ibk"  tli^^ 
^imififgnfLt  o£< Wagrii«s^>o£  Jena;' ^and  of  M adMif  i^ 
tfK ^miOMnr^h^  baft hm  timesbeatea  doWli  tbe^ 
pfN^tt itf £  > Ansina, . wbo :b*d  hnmbted' 9tnm^,  imd  > 
€9»MrblAii|ed%aini^  And  ]mli«a  werts  ^iM^ibUd' 
])Miitr.Wken/itj8»'cQl»3iddred  thftt  JOfa^4Mt4^^  thU' 
Wliy^ipf  Ka^Ibon*  -waiF  ioitber  Jcitei^n  td  biKi  e^T* 
Im^ik^ofiA  ioatdLy^  ftnowr  at  mrfikh  -moit  to  bi(  iMd- 
iMMr^tbe)iitkd«i^ity  o^  one  party,  ontbe  rerngfUtf-^ 
tJMkr/Gtfidtberrolherlj  it^i^aa  in  llAiis  bopanner  ^  l^kiat'^ 
i^wvi  ja^idfi  berifonqiieste  oontnbiito  tot  ^ef .  leitttr^ 
iniVHT &#:.eonq^4iiiif^  Mi  ^u*  ,.»;nri.  .-  -j 

rnAi  ttibWf 'Fnncbinieil^  ha^fiRmdus  att^^U  af  i^' 
dflflr^^ffttibil^fieuyioUty^  ^md  ^tie^  ^emme^  ofitm^ 
hillituig^ttbenselTteiBn  tbaidial^iater  of^Masttoi^in^ 
]«9li7  ceiAQtiAss^  ikctuatadi  Ae  edUiere  ^  vanitf  ^  wae^ 
tlif):gre«l(  (Mfallitiittiittjof  iibe;youi3i^ge»::/on^ft^ 
thirsted  to  acquire  some  glory  which  they  might 
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leoowt  mi^  Afi  attroctUa  w«<^ery  peatUfo:  P> 

soldiers ;  these  inflated  and  paayK>u^  ^^i^ratives  pf 
thw  exploits.  1;^ngmoreOYer  indJispeiMAl^e  to  their 
reUxaliooj  when  no  longer  imd($r  arms.  To  this 
mMH  be,9dd^>  thf  expectation  of  plunder ;  foir  the 
exaetiii|»  ambition  of  Napoleon*  had  ba^  ofiben  dis- 
gnated  bis  soldiersi  as  the  disorders  of  the  latter 
taimiihed  hifl  glory.  A  comprojoii^e  was  necej|i^iMr]F : 
0yer  since  180^. there  wa^.a  sort  of  mutual  untder^ 
ttaiidii^gr  on  hifi  part  to  wink,  at  their  plund$r-*<rQi^ 
theirs  to  sitffer  his  ambition*  . .    . 

This  .plwuder^  however>4»:  rather,  .this,  pvau^ing 
system^  was  generally  confined  to  provisions^  wlu|ch> 
in  default  of  supplies^  were  exacted  of  the.  inha- 
bp4ants>  but  pftep  in  too  unlimited  a  manner.  ;  Xhe 
iaaiOst.€ttlpable:p]iunderers,w.we  the  atraggjcri*  wj|^> 
are  alwayt.  nunerousj  in  forced  mfnrchp^,  Th«|(e 
disord^rSii  iqd^^  were  never  tolerated,  {a  order 
jto  t^rofs  a^em,  Napole(W  left  ^^11^^944  W^  flyiafiT 
€o}umqs  .oa  the  track  of  the  army ;  and  wh«n  t|t^ 
albr^i^lers  subsequently  re-joined  their  corppi^  tjbf^ir 
knapsAcks  were  examined  by  their  pffiqera;..or«.^ 
was  th^  case  at  Au3tjerXitZj  by  their  cQiE^panionB  in 
arms ;  and  strict  justice  wa^  thep  <?Yeci|tqd,amonf: 
tbemaelve?*  .  .,   ^ 

The  last  levies  werCi  it  is  ttv^,.%OQ^,yfiiingt  9f^ 
too  feeble ;  bi|t  the  army,  had^stUL  ,a  dtock  of  hfjffre 
and  expcmmced  men>  used  tp  mt^ca)  situi^lwiR, 
and  whom  nothing  could  inidmidate*  Tb^y  .w^0 
reeogniaable  at  the  first  glaoce  by  their  warlike 
deportment;  tfa^  had  no  other  past  nor  fututie 
hut  war ;  war  formed  the  only  $ulgect  of  their  con- 
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TeiMt!^.    ^Thkit  officers  wek^  worthy  of  fiicte,  or 
At  least  were  becottdng  so ;  for^  iti  order  to  ^esenre 
tlie  due  ouHiority  of  their  rank  oyer  such  men,  it 
was  requisite  for  them  to  show  wounds  like  their 
own,  and  be  able  to  appeal  to  their  own  exploits. 
Such  was,  at  that  period,  the  life  of  those  men ; 
all  was  action  within  its  sphere,  even  to  words. 
They  often  boalBted  too  much,  but  even  that  had  its 
advanfe^ ;  for  they  were  incessantly  put  to  the 
proof,  and  when  that  happened,  it  was  necessary 
to  be  what  they  wished  to  appear.    This  espcfcially 
•isl^  characterof  the  Poles  ;f  they  boast  in  the  first 
iliMftnce  of  being  more  i&an  they  have  been,  bat 
t^  oibre  thteh  they  are  capable  of  being.     Poland 
ikt  fact  is  a  nation  of  heroes!  pawning  their  words 
Wk  ei^ptoits  beyond  the  truth,  but  subsequently  re- 
deeming them  with  honour^  in  order  to  yenfy  what 
Wfrnit  was  i^ther  true  nor  even  probable. 
*'  'Jbf^  the  M8  generals,  some  of  them  wore  no 
'1B«^:ef'^t^'hfkrdy  and  simple  warriors  of  the  repub- 
lic*^ &oriotirs,  iiitigues,  age,  tod  the  emperor,  had 
"cohtribttted  to  soften  many  of  them  down.     Na- 
Ip^ttstfu^  ocAfpelfed  them  to  adopt  a  luxurious  style 
WHiriK^'by^'his  example  and  his  orders ;  according 
to  him^  it  was  a  means  of  influencing  the  mtiltitude. 
H  riitfgttt^Mf  kh6,  ifiat  that  circtm^tance  prevented 
'tUln'IMitti' accumulating  property,  which  might 
&fife'^Mid!^  for  being  himself 

tte  ibufce  tif  riches,  he  was  glad  to  keep  up  the 
iiteedUty  of  r^aSrfi&g  to  it,  and  in  this  manner  to 
bring  them  back  within  his  infltiehce.  He  had, 
fiiereSbre,  pushed  his  generals  into  a  circle  from 
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wiiidi  it  was  £flmk  to  Mcapt ;  Immg  4lH«iir.«t» 
POM  measantly  firpnt  want  to  pisocliflpftMt]^  mA^ 
from  prodigaUty  to  WBat,  which  he  alooe  was.abln 
to  relieve. 

Several  had  nothing  but  their  appmntjrnepitfc 
whidi  accustmaed  them  to  an  ease  of  Ufiiig  wUh 
which  they  could  no  Icqager  dispense*  If  ha  m^dy. 
them  grants  of  landed  propwty^  it  wps  out  of  faji 
ocmquestfli  which  were  exposed. to  inseeuiity  hj 
war,  and  which  war  only  could  presetrye. 

But  in  ord^r  to  retoin  them  in  4cpendeQ0^  8k^9 
which  with  some  was  a  ha,bit,  with  others  a  passion,  ^ 
with  all  a  want,  was  the  all^ufficient  ptimulaiitj^ 
and  Napoleon,  absolute  master  as  he  was  of  his  owu^ 
century,  and  even  dictating  to  history,  wfif  the  dj|^ 
tributor  of  that  glory.    Though  he  fixed  it  at  a  ^f  |i  -- 
price,  there  was  no  rejecting  his  conditions;  oife 
would  have  felt  ashamed  to  confess  one's  wtak^ieM 
in  presence  of  his  strengthjand  to  stop  sl^rt  be&^e  ^ 
a  man  whose  ambition  was  still  mpunting^  g^ ^^  It^ 
was  the  elevation  which  he  had  already  attained. 

Besides,  the  renown  of  so  great  an  4i^ditM^wm 
full  of  chai^m ;  its  success  seemed  certain ;  it  W4«i|^ 
be  nothing  but  a  military  march  to  Peten^^u %)>  wg^ 
Moscow.  With  this  additional  effort,  his  wars  wpu)4  , 
probably  be  terminated.    It  was  a  last  op{^rtm)i1^ 
which  one  would  repent  to  have  let  escape;  offe^ 
would  be  annoyed  by  the  glorious, narrative^  whi^  . 
others  would  give  of  it.      The  victory  of  t(»-d^ 
would  make  that  of  yesterday  so  old !    Afid  .who 
would  wish  to  grow  old  with  it? 

And  indeed,  when  war  was  Icindled  in  all  quwtf^ 
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WilW|»lto  i«|pdMli^b  to  a^dlt  f  The  scenes  of  actioA 
^hflte  4ij6t  'iniiKkteiM ;  here  Napoleon  would  com<« 
liMd'  {d-'perrion ;  elsewhere^  though  the  cause  might 
be  the  same^  the  contest  would  he  carried  on 
mtJiBf  tt^ffiifetenf  commander.  The  renown  shared 
WMF  ttifr  latter  would  be  foreign  to  Napoleon^  dd 
iVtMil,  nievwtheless,  depended  glory,  fortune,  every 
tMb^  /ttftd'ii  was  well  understood,  whether  it  was 
ftfllbi''  pfcference  or  policy,  that  he  was  only  pro- 
fuse in  his' favours  to  them  whose  glory  was  iden- 
tfllfct'^whli  his  glory;  and  that  he  remunerated 
UU  i^efterously  such  exploits  as  were  not  his/ 
It  ^*<IW*t(Oq\iiisSte,  therefore,  to  serve  in  the  axmy 
Wii&'fibisomttianded ;  thence  the  anxiety  of  young 
ailh^  tbm  its  ranks.  What  chief  had  ever  [ 
^Jielm^itf^  mahytneans  of  power?  There  was  no 
^Vi^  trfflfe1i''be'^  could  not  flatter,  excite,  or  satiate. 

^WmDV^  we  loved  him  as  the  companion  of  our  . 
liffiMnr^vh^  chief  who  had  conducted  us  to  re- 
nBMt'^lfhis  astonishment  and  admiration  which  he 
ti»pnM3' 'fl^^  our    self-love;    for   these   we 

JfWiro^  with  him, 

'wU!k  ibrtietit  to  that  youthful  ilite,  which  in  those 

litei  ^dt'gfcky  fllled  pur  camps,  its   enthusiasm  , 

iinr'ttlf(:lcBl%f.    Who  lis  there ,  amongst  us  who,  in 

iM^U^yiMliBl:'^  not  been  fired  by  the  perusal  - 

af^jBkf^}i¥l9th  )skp!bits  of  the  ancients  and  of  our 

watMmtki  'Sfhditltii  t^e  pot  have  all  desired,  at  that 

tidl^"^  he  (he  heroes  whose  real  or  imaginary 

hStkflty  Wi&  peninredt  At  that  period  of  enthusiasm, 

if  those  re^pUections  had  been  suddenly  realize'd 

IwiUrld  tfiy  if  our  eyes,  instead  of  reading,  had  wit- 
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nessed  the  performance  of  those  miracles ;  if  we  hftil 
felt  their  sphere  of  action  within  oar  reach^  ancl  if 
employments  had  been  offered  to  us  by  the  side  of 
those  brare  paladins,  whose  adventurous  lives  and 
brilliant  renown  our  young  and  vivid  imaginar 
tion  had  so  much  envied ;  which  of  us  would  have 
hesitated?  Who  is  there  that  would  not  have 
rushed  forward,  replete  with  joy  and  hope,  land 
disdaining  an  odious  and  scandalous  repose  ? 

Such  were  the  rising  generations  of  that  day. 
At  that  period  every  one  w&s  free  to  be  ambitious ! 
a  period  of  intoxication  and  prosperity,  during 
which  the  French  soldier,  lord  of  all  things  by 
victory,  considered  himself  greater  than  the  noble- 
man, or  even  the  sovereign,  whose  lands  he  tra- 
versed! To  him  it  appeared  as  if  the  kings  of 
Europe  only  reigned  by  permission  of  his  chief  and 
of  his  arms. 

Thus  it  was  that  habit  attached  some,  disgust  at 
camp  service  others ;  novelty  prompted  the  greater 
part,  and  especially  the  desire  of  glory ;  but  all 
were  stimulated  by  emulation.  In  fine,  confidence 
in  a  chief  who  had  been  always  fortunate,  and  hope 
of  an  early  victory,  which  would  terminate  the  war 
at  a  blow,  and  restore  us  to  our  firesides;  for  a 
war,  to  the  entire  army  of  Napoleon  (as  it  was  to 
some  volunteers  of  the  court  of  Louis  XIV.)  was 
often  no  more  than  a  single  battle,  or  a  short  and 
brilliant  journey. 

They  were  now  about  to  carry  such  a  war  to 
the  extremity  of  Europe,  where  never  European 
army  had  been  before.     They  were  about  to  erect 
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the  colamns  of  Hercules.  The  greatness  of  the 
enterprise ;  the  agitation  of  co-operating  Europe ; 
the  imposing  apparatus  of  an  army  of  400^000 
foot  and  80^000  horse;  so  many  warlike  reports 
and  martial  clamours^  kindled  the  minds  of  veterans 
themselves.  It  was  impossible  for  the  coldest  to 
remain  unmoved  amid  the  general  impulse;  to 
escape  from  the  universal  influence. 

In  conclusion ;  without  any  of  the  above  motives 
for  ammation^  the  composition  of  the  army  was  good^ 
and  every  good  army  is  desirous  of  war. 
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BOOK  IV 


CHAPTER  L 

Napoleon,  satisfied  with  his  preparations,  at 
length  declared  himself.  ''  Soldiers,"*  said  he,  ^  the 
second  Polish  war  is  commenced.  The  first  was 
concluded  at  Friedland  and  at  Tilsit.  At  Tilsit, 
Russia  swore  eternal  alliance  with  France,  and  wat 
with  England.  She  now  violates  her  oaths.  She  will 
give  no  explanation  of  her  capricious  conduct  until 
the  French  eagles  have  repassed  the  Rhine;  by 
that  means  leaving  our  allies  to  her  mercy.  Russia 
is  hurried  away  by  fatality ;  her  destiny  must  be 
accomplished.  Does  she  believe  us  to  be  degene- 
rated ?  Are  we  not  still  the  soldiers  of  AusterBtz  ? 
She  places  us  between  war  and  dishonour;  the 
choice  cannot  be  doubtful.  Let  us  advance  then ; 
let  us  pass  the  Niemen,  and  carry  the  war  into 
her  territory !  The  second  Polish  war  will  be  as 
glorious  for  the  French  arms  as  the  first ;  but  the 
peace  we  shall  this  time  conclude  will  carry  with  it 
its  own  guarantee ;  it  will  put  an  end  to  the  fatal  in- 
fluence which  Russia  for  the  last  fifty  years  h^ 
exercised  over  the  affairs  of  Europe." 

This  tone,  wtuch  was  at  that  time  deemed  pro- 
phetic, befitted  an  expedition  of  an  almost  fabulons 
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character.  It  was  admissible  to  invoke  Destiny 
and  give  credit  to  its  empire,  when  the  fate  of  so 
many  human  beings,  and  so  much  glory,  were 
about  to  be  consigned  to  its  mercy. 

The  emperor  Alexander  also  harangued  his  army, 
bat  in  a  very  different  manner.  The  difference  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  the  two  sovereigns,  and  their 
reciprocal  position,  were  remarked  in  these  procla^ 
mations.  In  fact,  the  one  which  was  defensive  was 
onadomed  and. moderate;  the  other,  offensive,  was 
replete  with  audacity  and  the  confidence  of  victory. 
The  first  sought  support  in  religion,  the  other  in 
fatality ;  the  one  in  love  of  country,  the  other  in  love 
of  ^bry ;  but  neither  referred  to  the  liberation  of 
Poland^  which  was  the  real  cause  of  contention. 

We  marched  towards  the  East,  with  our  left 
towards  the  North,  and  our  right  towards  the 
Soudi.  On  our  right,  Volhynia  invoked  us  with  all 
her  prayers ;  in  the  centre,  was  Wilna,  Minsk,  and 
the. whole  of  Lithuania  and  Samogitia;  in  front  of 
our  left,  Courland  and  Livonia  awaited  their  lot  in 


The  amqr  of  Alexander,  composed  of  300,000 
aien»  kept  those  provinces  in  awe.  From  the  banks 
gS  the  Vistula,  from  Dresden,  from  Paris  itself, 
NayJfan  had  critically  surveyed  it.  He  had  ascer- 
tained that  its  centre,  commanded  by  Barclay,  ex- 
tended from  Wilna  and  Kowno  to  Lida  and 
.  GrodnOj  resting  its  right  on  Vilia,  and  its  left  on 
the  IhRemen. 

That  river  protected  the  Russian  front  by  the 
^enaikm  which  it  makes  from  Grodno  to  Kowno ; 
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for  it  was  only  in  the  inteiral  between  these  two 
cities,  that  the  Niemen,  running  toward  the  north, 
intersected  the  line  of  our  attack,  and  served  as  a 
frontier  to  Lithuania.  Before  reaching  Grodno, 
and  on  quitting  Kowno,  it  runs  toward  the  west. 

To  the  south  of  Grodno  was  Bagration,  with 
&9,000  men,  in  the  direction  of  Wolkowisk ;  to 
die  north  of  Kowno,  at  Rossiana  and  Keydani, 
Wittgenstein,  with  S6,000  men,  substituted  their 
bayonets  for  that  natural  frontier. 

Meantime,  another  army  of  50,000  men,  called 
the  reserve,  was  assembled  at  Lutsk,  in  Yolhynia,  in 
order  to  keep  that  province  in  check,  and  observe 
Schwartzemberg ;  it  was  confided  to  Tormasof^ 
till  the  treaty  about  to  be  signed  at  Bucharest 
permitted  Tchitchakof,  and  the  greater  pwt  of  the 
army  in  Moldavia,  to  unite  with  it. 

Alexander,  and,  under  him,  hb  minister  of  war, 
Barclay  de  Tolly,  directed  all  these  forces.  They 
were  dinded  into  three  armies,  called  the  first 
western  army,  under  Barclay;  second  western 
army,  under  Bagration ;  and  the  army  of  reserve^ 
under  Tormasof.  Two  other  corps  were  formed; 
one  at  Mozyr,  in  the  environs  of  BolMruisk ;  and  the 
ether  at  Riga  and  Dunabourg.  The  reserves  were 
at  Wilna  and  Swentziany.  In  conclusion,  a  vast 
entrenched  camp  was  erected  before  Drissa,  within 
an  elbow  of  the  Diina. 

The  French  emperor's  opinion  was,  that  this  posi- 
tion, behind  the  Niemen,  was  neither  oflfensive  nor 
defensive,  and  that  the  Russian  army  was  no  better 
off  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  retreat ;  that 
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tU»  viiiy»  beittg  so  muoh  scattered  over  a  line  of 
mstj  leagues*  udgbit  be  surprised  and  dispersed,  as 
afterwards  happened ;  that,  trith  still  more  certainty, 
Ae  left  of  Blurday,  and  the  entire  army  of  Bagra- 
tioB,  being  stationed  at  Lida  an,d  at  Wolkowisk,  in 
firont  of  the  marshes  of  the  Berezina,  ivlhich  they 
coveced,  instead  of  being  covered  by  them,  might 
be  thrown  back  on  them  and  taken ;  or,  at  least, 
that  an  abrupt  and  direct  attack  on  Kowno  and 
Wilna  would  cut  them  off  firom  their  line  of  opera- 
turn,  indicated  by  Swentaiany  and  the  entrenched 
cMwp  at  Dnssa* 

In  fiM^tf  Doctorof  and  Bagration  were  already 
aepwated  from  that  line;  for,  instead  of  remain- 
ing  m  mass  with  Alexander,  m  front  of  the  roads 
leadiiig  to  the  Duna,  to  defend  them  and  pirofit 
by  them,  they  were  stationed  forty  leagues  to  the 
ngm* 

For  this  reason  it  was  that  Napoleon  separated 
his  £Mnces  into  five  armies.  While  Sdbwartaemberg, 
advaacing  fr<mi  Gallicia  with  his  80,000  Austrians^ 
(of  vliich  he  had  orders  to  exaggerate  the  amount,) 
hfft  Tormasof  in  check,  and  drew  the  atten- 
tifi»  of  Bagrat|on  towards  the  south;  while  the 
king  ol  Westphalia,  with  his  80,000  men,  occupied 
th^l^  gepei?al  in  front,  towards  Grodno>  without 
piDQpfling  han  too  vehemently  at  first ;  and  while 
the  yiceroy.  of  Italy,  in  the  direction  of  Pilony, 
was  in  readiness  to  interpose  between  the  same 
Bitgration  and  Barclay ;  in  fine,  while  at  the  ex* 
tireme  left  Miscdonald,  debouching  from  Tilsil,  in- 
laded  the  north  of  Lithuania,  and. fell  pn  the  right 
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of  Wie^eofifeem ;  Napelexm  fahas^lf  wits  to  fvwd^ 
pit  ate  himself  on  Kowno;oi!i  Wilna^and  on  his  riv&ly 
^ti:  destroy  him  at  the  first  shock. 

Should  the  emfperor  of  Russia  giYe  way,  he  meant" 
tQ  pu^h  iam .  bade  upon  Drissa,  and  as  for  as  the 
fi)cus  of  lus  Ime  of  operations ;  then  all  at  cnee, 
propelling  his  detachments  to  the  right,  he  >  would' 
surround  Bagration  and  all  the  corps  of  the  Russian^ 
U&,  which,  hy  this  rapid  irruption,  he  would  sep»> 
riiite  from  the  right. 

..  I  will  first  sketch  a  brief  and  rapid  summary -of 
the  operations  of  our  two  wings,  anxious  as  I  am  to 
return. to: the  centre,  and  to  be  enabled  uninterrapt^ 
edly  to  exhibit  the  great  scenes  wfaioh  were  ettacted  ^ 
there.    Macdonakl  commanded  the  lefd  wing;  "his 
iuT^ioUj  resting  one  side  on  the  Baltic,  menadsd* 
the  right  wing  of  the  Russians ;    it  threatened 
Revel  first,  next  Riga,   and  even  Petersburghi 
Riga  8O0n  was  in  contact  with  it*    The  war^stA-' 
tLoned  itself  under  its  walls ;  although  of  fitd!ei  ha*- ' 
portance,.it  was  oondueted  by  Macdonald  with 
skilli  discretion,  and  reputation,  even  in  his  te^ 
treat,  to  which  he  was  neither  compelled  by  winter 
nor  by  the  enemy,  but  by  Napoleon's  orders  alone. 

With  regard  to  his  right  wing,  the  emperor  had 
counted  on  the  support  of  Turkey,  which  failed 
him.  He  had  inferred  that  the  Russian  army  of 
Volhynia  would  follow  the  general  movement  of 
Alexander's  retreat ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  Tormasof 
advanced  upon  our  rear.  The  French  army  was 
thus  uncovered,  and  menaced  with  being  turned  on 
those  vast  plains.    Nature  not  supplying  it  in  that 
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quarter  with  any  Bnppoit^  as  Ae  did  en  the  left 
wingi  it  wm  nequisite  that  it  should  rely  upon  its 
own  resources.  Forty  thousand  Saxons,  Austrians, 
and  Poles,  remained  there  in  observation. 

Tocmasof  was  beaten ;  but  another  anny,  ren- 
deted  srailable  by  the  ti^eaty  of  Bucharest,  arrived 
to  £mn  a  junction  with  the' wrecks  of  the  fiirst. 
From  that  mcMnent,  the  war  upon  that  point  became 
defensive.  .  It  was  carried  on  feebly,  as  was  to  be 
expected,  notwithstanding  some  Polish  troops  and 
a  .Fronch  general  were  left  with  that  Austrian 
vmj*^  That  general  had  been  Icmg  celebrated, 
al(jbpiigh  he  had  met  with  reyerses,  and  his  reputa- 
tHH^  Cent  ability,  was  not  undeserved. 
'.rNo  decisiiire  advantage  vras  gained  by  either  side. 
Qli^».:tibe  position  of  this  coips,  almost  atititely 
4wtsian^  became  more  and  more  important,  when 
tti^gfaiid  aimy  retreated  upon*  it.  It  will  be  seen 
vcJIiedi^  Sdiwartzemberg  deceived  its  confidence,^** 
wJbether  he  left  us  to  be  surrounded  on  tibie  Bem- 
zjfm^r-^md  whether  it  be  true^  that  he  seemed  on 
th^l  eeeasion  to  aspire  to  no  other  charaeter  than 
tlHrt .  of  m  armed  vntness  of  the  great  dispute* 
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CHAP.  II. 

Betwjsen  these  tiyo  livings,  the  grand  army 
Qxarched  to  the  Niemeo,  in  three  separate  masses. 
The  king  of  Westphalia^  with  80,000  men,  upon 
Grodno;  the  viceroy  of  Italy,  with  75,000  men, 
upon  Pilony  ;  Napoleon,  with  SSO^OOO  men,  upon 
!t^ogaraiski,  a  farm  situated  three  leagues  beyopd 
JCowno.  The  ^d  of  June,  before  daylight,  the 
imperial  column  reached  the  Niemen,  but  without 
seeing  it.  The  borders  of  the  great  Prussia^  forest 
of  Pilwisky,  and  the  hills  which  line  the  riv«r, 
concealed  t|ie  great  army,  which  was  8bou;t  to 
cross  it. 

Napoleon^  who  had  travelled  in  a  carriage  |till 
that  time^  mounted  hjs  horse  at  two  a'dock  in 
the  morning.  He  reconnoitred  the  Russian  river, 
without  disguising  himself,  as  has  been  fakely 
asserted,  and  under  cover  of  the  night  crossed 
this  boundary,  whidi  five  months  afterwards  be 
was  only  enabled  to  repass  under  cover  of  4e 
same  obscurity.  When  he  came  up  to  the  bank, 
his  horse  suddenly  stumbled,  and  threw  him  on 
the  sand.  A  voice  exclaimed,  '^  This  is  a  bad  omen  ; 
a  Roman  would  recoil !"  It  is  not  known  whe- 
ther it  was  himself,  or  one  of  his  retinue,  who  pro- 
nounced these  words. 

.  His  task  of  reconnoitring  being  concluded,  ]ie 
ordered  that,  at  the  close  of  the  day  following^ 
three  bridges  should  be  thrown  over  the  river^  near 
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the  Tillage  of  Pdni^men ;  he  then  retired  to  his  head- 
quartersy  where  he  passed  the  whole  day,  sometimes 
in  his  tent,  sometimes  in  a  Polish  house,  listlessly 
reclined,  in  the  midst  of  a  breathless  atmosphere, 
and  a  suffocating  heat,  vainly  courting  repose. 

On  the  return  of  night,  he  again  made  his  ap- 
proaches to  the  river.  The  first  who  crossed  it 
were  a  few  sappers  in  a  small  boat.  They  dis- 
enibarked  with  surprise,  and  found  themselves  un- 
Imposed  on  the  Russian  side.  In  that  quarter  there 
was  peace ;  the  war  was  on  their  own.  All  was 
calm  upon  that  foreign  soil,  which  had  been 
described  with  so  menacing  an  aspect.  A  single 
officer  of  Cossacks,  however^  on  patrol,  presented 
himself  to  their  view.  He  was  alone,  and  pretended 
to  consider  himself  in  full  peace,  and  to  be  ignorant 
that  the  whole  of  Europe  in  arms  was  at  hand. 
He  asked  the  strangers  who  they  were  ? — **  French* 
men  r  they  replied. — ^*  What  do  yo?i  want  T  re- 
joined  the  officer ;  '^  and  wherefore  do  you  come 
into  Russia  ?" — ^A  sapper  briskly  replied,  '*  To 
make  war  upon  you ;  to  take  Wilna ;  to  deliver 
Pbland.^ — The  cossack  then  withdrew;  he  retired 
into  the  woods,  into  which  three  of  our  soldiers, 
giving  vent  to  their  ardour,  and  with  a  view  to 
soond  the  forest,  discharged  their  fire-arms. 

Thus  it  was,  that  the  feeble  report  of  three 
moskets,  to  which  there  was  no  reply,  apprised  us 
of  the  opening  of  a  new  campaign,  and  the  com- 
mencement of  a  great  invasion. 

This  first  signal  of  war  greatly  irritated  the 
emperor,  either  through  circumspection  or  fore- 
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boding.  Three  hundred  voltigears  immediate^ 
passed  the  river,  in  order  to  cover  the  erection  of 
the  bridges. 

The  entire  French  columns  then  began  to  issue 
from  the  valleys  and  the  forests.  They  advanced  in 
silence  to  the  river,  under  cover  of  the  darkness. 
It  was  necessary  to  come  in  contact  with  them  in 
order  to  recognise  their  presence.  Fires,  even  to 
sparks,  were  forbidden;  they  slept  with  arms  in 
their  hands,  as  in  the  presence  of  an  enemy.  The 
green  corn,  moistened  with  a  profuse  dew,  furnished 
the  men  with  their  beds,  and  their  horses  with  pro- 
vender. 

'  The  night,  its  keenness  preventing  sleep,  its 
obscurity  prolonging  die  hours,  augmenting  wants, 
and  divesting  the  eyes  of  their  utility,  whether 
we  require  our  own  for  the  purpose  of  guidance 
or  amusement,  or  those  of  others  for  our  eur 
couragement;  finally,  the  dangers  of  the  fol- 
lowing day,  every  thing  combined  to  give  so- 
lemnity to  this  position.  But  the  eipectation  of 
a  great  battle  supported  our  spirits.  The  pro- 
clamation of  Napoleon  had  just  been  read;  the 
most  remarkable  passages .  of  it  were  repeated  in 
a  whisper,  and  the  genius  of  conquest  kindled  our 
imagination. 

^  Before  us  was  the  Russian  frontier.  Our .  ar- 
dent gaze  already  sought  to  invade  the  promised 
land  of  our  glory  athwart  the  shades  of  night. 
We  seemed  to  hear  the  joyful  acclamations  of  the 
Lithuanians,  at  the  approach  of  their  deliverers. 
We  pictured  to  ourselves  the  banks  of  the  river 
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lined  with  their  supplicating  hands.  Here,  we  were 
kk  want  of  every  thing ;  t^ere,  every  thing  would 
be  lavished  upon  us!  The  Lithuanians  would 
hasten  to  supply  our  wants ;  we  were  ahout  to  be 
endrded  by  love  and  gratitude*  What  signified 
one  unpleasant  night  ?  The  day  would  shortly  ap- 
pear, and  with  it  its  warmth  and  all  its  illusions. 
The  day  did  appear !  and  it  rei»aled  to  us  dry  and 
desert  sands,  and  dark  and  gloomy  forests.  Our 
eyes  then  reverted  sadly  upon  each  other,  but  we 
were  again  inspired  by  pride  and  hope,  on  ob- 
serving the  imposing  spectacle  of  our  united  army. 

Three  hundred  yards  from  the  river,  on  the  most 
elevated  eminence,  the  tent  of  the  emperor  was 
viable..  Around  it  the  hills,  their  slopes,  and  the  sulv- 
jaeent  valleys,  were  covered  with  men  and  horses.  As 
soon  as  the  earth  exhibited  to  the  sun  those  nK>ving 
■usses,  clothed  with  sparklmg  arms,  the  signal  was 
given,  and  instantly  the  multitude  began  todefileoff 
IB  three  columns,  towards  the  three  bridges.  They 
were  observed  to  take  a  winding  direction,  as 
they  descended  the  narrow  plain  which  separated 
liiem  from  the  Niemen,  to  apjHroach  it,  to  reach  the 
three  passages,  to  compress  and  prolong  their 
eidumns,  in  order  to  traverse  them,  and  at  last 
reach  that  foreign  soil,  which  they  were  about  to 
dsvistate,  and  which  they  were  seon  destined  to 
coMrvnth  their  own  enormous  wrecks. 

80  great  was  their  ardour,  that  two  divisions 
of  Ihe  advanced  guard,  in  disputing  for  the  honoui: 
of  being  the  first  to  pass,  were  near  coming  to 
Mows;  and  some  exertions  were  necessary  to  re- 
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Btojre  order.  Napoleon  hastened  to  plant  his  foot 
on  the  Russian  territory.  He  took  this  first  step 
towards  his  ruin  without  hesitation.  At  first,  he 
stationed  himself  near  the  bridge,  encouraging  the 
soldiers  with  his  looks.  The  latter  all  saluted  him 
with  their  accustomed  acclamations.  They  appeared, 
indeed,  tnote  animated  than  he;  whether  it  was 
that  he  felt  oppreseed  by  the  height  of  so  great  an 
aggression,  or  that  his  enfeebled  frame  could  not 
support  the  effect  of  the  excessive  heat,or  thathe  was 
already  intinfidated  by  finding  nothing  to  conquer. 

At  lengthy  his  natural  impatience  returned.  He 
suddenly  dashed  into  the  couatrj^,  and  penetrated 
the  forest  which  girt  the  sides  of  the  rivtt.  He  set 
spurs  to  his  horse :  hb  appeared  on  fire  to  come 
in  contact  with  the  enemy  alone.  He  rode  mo(re 
than  a  league  in  the  same  direction,  surrounded 
throughout  by  the  sam6  solitude ;  upon  which  he 
found  it  necessary  to  return  in  the  yicihity  of  the 
bridges,  whence  he  re-destended  the  river  with  Us 
guard  towards  Kowno. 

Some  of  the  soldiers  thought  they  heard  the 
distant  report  of  cannon.  As  we  marched,  we  en- 
deavoured to  distinguish  on  which  side  the  battle 
was  going  on.  But,  with  the  exception  of  some 
troops  of  Cossacks  that  day  as  well  as  the  fansiung, 
the  climate  alone  displayed  itself  in  the' character  of 
an  enemy.  In  facti  the  emperor  had  scarcely 
passed  the  river,  when  a  rumbling  sound  began 
to  agitate  the  atmosphere.  In  a  short  time  the  day 
became  overcast,  the  wind  rose,  and  brought  with 
it  the  inauspicious  mutterings  of  a  thunder  storm. 
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lliat  menaeitig  ftky  and  unsheK^red  country  filled 
OS  with  melancholy  impressions.  There  were  even 
some  amongst  us,  who,  enthusiastic  as  they  had  lately 
been^  were  terrified  at  what  they  conceived  to  be  a 
filial  presage.  To  them  it  appeared  that  those 
combustible  vapours  were  collecting  over  our  heads^ 
and  that  they  would  descend  upon  the  territory  we 
approached,  in  order  to  guard  its  entrance. 

It  is  quite  certain,  that  the  storm  in  question 
was  as  great  as  the  enterprise  in  which  we  were  en- 
gaged. Daring  several  hours,  its  black  and  heavy 
masses  accumulated  and  hung  iipon  the  march  of 
Hie  ^ole  army :  from  right  to  left,  over  a  space 
of  fifty  leagues,  it  was  threatened  by  its  lightnings, 
and  overwhelmed  by  its  torrents :  the  roads  lind 
fields  vret6  inundated ;  the  insupportable  heat  of  the 
iftoibiiphere  wtis  suddenly  changed  to  a  disagree- 
alAe  diQliieiis.  Ten  thbusand  horses  perished  on  thb 
lAafdl,  end  more  especially  in  the  bivouacs  which 
foHoWiid.  A  large  qiiantity  of  equipages  remained 
abandoned  on  the  sands;  and  great  numbers  of 
men  subsequently  gave  wieiy. 

A  ieativent  served  to  shelter  the  emperor  against 
tte  flfst  fairy  of  the  tempest.  From  hence  he  shortly 
departed  for  Kowno,  where  the  greatest  disorder 
puMiled.  The  claps  of  thunder  were  no  longer  no- 
tieei;  tliote  menacing  reports,  which  still  murmured 
orbf  mur  heads,»apj)eared  forgotten.  For^  though 
this  cemmon  phenomehon  of  the  season  might  havfe 
siiaken  the  firmness  of  some  few  minds,  with  the 
raa|0rity  the  time  of  omens  had  passed  away.  A  seep- 
tiebnB,  ingenious  on  the  part  of  some,  thoughtless 
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or  couseoa  the  part  <tf  othersj  Mrtli4Nini 
and  imperious  wanta,  h^ve  diverted  tke  muIs^bbbr 
from  that  heaven  whence  they  are  derived,  and  ^ 
which  they  should  return.  The  army^  therdb9e> 
cognised  nothing  .but  a  natural  and  unseasonable 
ddent  in  this  disaster ;  and  far  from  interpretinig  it 
as  the  voice  of  reprobation  against  ^gression^  Sup 
which^  moreover,  it  was  not  answerable,  found  in 
it  nothing  but  a  motive  of  indignati<m  against  fiir- 
tune  or  the  skies,  which  whether  by  c&anoe»  cr 
otherwise,  offered  it  so  terrible  a  presage. 

That  very  day,  a  particular  calamity  was  added  to 
the  general  disaster.  At  Kowno,  Napoleon  waaes-- 
asperated  against  the  Vilia,  the  bridge  over  wUok 
the  Cossacks  had  broken  down,  and  whid  oppated  • 
the  passage  of  Oudinot.     He  alfected  to  deqpiie  it» 
like  every  thing  else  that  opposed  him»  and  ovdivad 
a  squadron  of  the  Polish  guard  to<  swMn  Ae  rnrnr;  * 
These  picked  men  obeyed  the  order  wHhooi  hA^<- 
tatiop.   At  first,  they  proceeded  in  gpod  ofduimA^ 
when  out  of  their  depths  redoubled  their  t^frtioMu 
They  soon  reached  the  middle  of  tbe  /riwf  hp- 
swimmiqg.    But  there,  the  rigidity  o(  the<iirBnfi  > 
broke  their  order.     Their  hof«es  ikem   bectOtte- 
frightened,  quitted  their  ranks,  and  were  qtktiaii 
away  by  the  violence  of  the  waves.    They .  noi  hnwg^fi  i 
swam,  but  floated  about  in  scatt^ed  gvmpf^  .\EUti 
riders  struggled  in  vaia;  at  lei^h  tl^ir  sftrengtlaG 
gave  way,  and  they  resigned  themsdves  to  liMbfJ 
fate.    Their  destruption  v^ascertaia ;  but.it«taai(ai^' 
their  coifntry,; .  it  was  in  her  jMresence,  and  tot:  ik^i . 
sake  of  their  deliverers,  that  they  devoted  ikwkt ; 
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;  Mril  eveti  'when  on  the  point  of  being  en- 
"kft  mer^  thejr  suspended  thetr  unavailing 
ilMgglefh  Mnmed  iheir  faces  toward   Napoleon, 

i,  "  Vhe  VempereUr  r  Three  of  them 
re  '•  oipecially  retnark^d,  who,  with  their  heads 
■lffl:abo^the  bSlows,  repe^ated  this  cry  and  perished 
iHtaotlf •  The  army  was  struck  with  mingled 
knrMr'and  admiifation.  ' 

-  'Am  to  M»poleori,  he  prescribed  with  anxiety  and 
jma^mmAe,  measures  necessary  to  save  the  greater 
munber,  but  witiio^t  appearing  moved :  either  from 
the  Ubit  of  subduing  his  feelings ;  from  considering 

eBMrtions  of  the  heart  as  a  weakness  in 

(vfirar^  of  whidi  it  was  not  for  him  to  set  the 

ind-  therefore  necessary  to  suppress ;  or 

InrMaw  the  advent  of  greater  evils,  com- 

wliteh  thnt  above  described  appeared  of 
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-idk;  br^ge  tlo^ywti  over  thb  river  conveyed 
Ou^&utt  and  the  second  corps  to  Key- 
i#sni>artaig  that  time,  the  rest  of  the  army  was 
sl|l  iNMiiig^  the  Niemen.  The  passage  took  up 
llwiairtftiiii  impk.  The  army  of  Italy  did  not  pass 
i»m  the  <OlH  in  itent  of  Pilony.  The  army  of 
tk»  ttl|^  4if  Westphalia  did  not  enter  Grodno  till 

tSMm  JttyirHi  ''Nlipoleon  proceeded  in  two  days 
tfii»iii  ^idefiiSB  which  defend  the  plain  of 
HVmu  4Itf '4frttiMd,in  order  to' make  his  appearance 
thtM^^to-iMWs  from  his  advanced  posts.  He  was 
itfibpiftdMitAleatatidtr  would  contest  with  him  the 
|N«Miii<Mi'lpflhati  capital.    The  report,  indeed  <>f 
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some  musketry  encouraged  him  in  that  hope; 
when  intelligence  was  brought  him  that  the  city  wes 
undefended.  Thither  he  advanced^  ruminating  and 
dissatisfied.  He  aecused  his  generals  of  the  ad- 
vanced guard  of  su&ring  the  Russian  army  to 
escape.  It  was  the  most  actiye  of  them^  MontbruQf 
whom  he  reproached^  and  against  whom  his  ai^^ 
rose  to  the  point  of  m«iace«  A  menace  without 
eflfect,  a  violence  without  result^  and  less  blame- 
able  than  remarkable,  in  a  wanrior,  because  they 
contributed  to  prove  all  the  importance  which  he 
attached  to  an  immediate  victory. 

In  the  midst  of  his  anger,  he  displayed  addreas 
in  his  dispositions  for  entering  Wilna.  He  cansed 
himself  ta  foe  preceded  and  followed  by  Pcdiah  xe- 
giments.  But  more  occupied  by  the  retreat,  of  the 
Russians  than  the  grateful  acclamatians  of  tine 
Lithuanians,  he  rapidly  passed  through  the  atyt 
and  hurried  to  the  advanced  posts*  Several  o{  ihe 
best  hussars  of  the  8th,  being  engaged  in  a  wood, 
without  support,  had  just  perished  in  an  aetion'with 
the  Russian  guard ;  Segur,  who  commanded  them, 
after  a  desperate  defence,  fell  covered  with  womids. 

The  enemy  had  burnt  his  bridges  and  hit  ttiaga- 
zines,  and  was  flying  by  different  roads,  but  all  in 
the  direction  of  Drissa.  Napoleon  ordered  all  whidi 
the  fire  had  spared  to  be  collected,  and  restored  the 
communications.  He  sent  forward  Murat  and  his 
cavalry,  to  follow  the  track  of  Alexander:  and  after 
throwing  Ney  upon  his  left,  in  order  to  siq»p0rt 
Oudinot,  who  had  that  day  driven  back  the  lines  of 
Wittgenstein,  from  Develtowo  as  far  as  Wilkomir, 


(    isi    ) 

he'  retiiitied  to  occupy  the  place  of  Alexander  in 
^Iiba.  There,  his  unrolled  maps,  his  military  re- 
ports, and  a  crowd  of  officers  attending  his  orders, 
awaited  his  arrival.  He  was  now  on  the  theatre 
of  war,  and  at  the  moment  of  its  most  animated 
operations ;  he  had  prompt  and  urgent  decisions  to 
make ;  orders  of  march  to  give ;  hospitals,  maga- 
zines, and  fines  of  operations,  to  establish. 

It  was  now  his  task  to  interrogate,  read,  and 
compare ;  in  order  to  find  and  grasp  that  truth, 
wUch  always  appeared  to  fly  and  conceal  itself  in 
the  midst  of  a  thousaiid  contradictory  answers 
and  reports. 

'  Tins  was  not  all :  Napoleon,  at  Wilna,  had  a 
ifeW  Mdpire  to  organize ;  the  politics  of  Bhrope,  the 
WflUr  <ff  Spain,  and  the  government  of  France,  to 
ftreet.  His  political,  military,  and  administrative 
iMfrrefiipofidence,  which  he  had  suffered  to  accumulate 
fbf  some  days,  imperiously  demanded  his  attention. 
Siidi,  indeed,  was  his  custom,  oh  the  eve  of  a 
gteat  event,  as  that  would  necessarily  decide  the 
iliMractei*  of  many  of  his  replies,  and  impart  a 
tfikoming  to  all.  He  therefore  established  himself 
tit  ftii  ^vt&ftem,  and  in  the  first  instance  threw  him- 
self on  a  bed,  less  for  the  sake  of  sleep  than  of 
-qvdM  infedKation ;  whence,  abruptly  starting  up  di- 
Vecfff -tfter,  he  rapidly  dictated  the  orders  which 
he^ftidflcotieeifed.     >      ' 

-''IfrtelHgeiice  wbs  at  that  time  brought  him  from 
WiMaw  and  the  Austrian  iirmy.  The  ^couVse  at 
Ae  opening  of  the  Polish  diet  displeased  the  em- 
peror ;  and  he  exclumed,  as  he  threw  it  from  him, 
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''  It  18  French !  It  ought  to  be  Polish !''  As  to  the 
AnstrianSy  it  was  never  dissembled  to  him  that,  in 
their  whole  army,  there  was  no  *  one  on  whom  he 
could  depend  but  its  commander.  The  certainty 
of  that  seemed  sufficient  for  him. 


CHAP.  III.       ^ 

Meantime  every  thing  contributed  to  rekindle  at 
the  bottom  of  the  hearts  of  the  Lithuaaiant  a 
patriotism  which  still  breathed,  though  somewhat 
worn  out.  On  one  side,  the  precipitate  reti^at  of 
the  Russians,  and  the  presence  of  Napoleon;  on 
the  other,  the  cry  of  independence  emitted  by  Wai^ 
saw,  and  more  especially  the  sight  of  those  Pdiak 
heroes,  who  returned  with  liberty  to  the  soil 
whence  they  had  been  with  her  expelled.  The 
first  days  of  arrival,  therefore,  were  entirely  de^ 
voted  to  joy:  the  happiness  appeared  g^nelfAl^^-^ 
the  confidence  universal. 

The  same  sentiments  were  thought  Mb  be  trace- 
able every  where ;  in  the  interior  of  the  houses^  at 
the  windows,  and  in  the  public  squares.  The  pea- 
pie  congratulated  and  embraced  each  other  on  the 
public  roads;  the  old  men  reappeared  dressed  in 
their  old  costume,  reviving  ideas  of  half-forgoltcp 
*glory  and  independence.    They  wept  with  joy^at 
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the  siglit'^of  the  national  baaaers  which  h^  bean 
just  xe^racted ;  an  immense  crowd  followed  them, 
readiiig  the  air  with  their  acclamations.  But  this 
endiBmsm,  unreflecting  in  some,  and  the  mere 
effect  of  excitement  in  others,  was  but  of  short 
duration. 

On  their  side,  the  Poles  of  the  grand  duchy 
were  always  animated  by  the  noblest  enthusiasm : 
they  were  worthy  of  liberty,  and  sacrificed  to  it 
that  property  to  which  liberty  is  sacrificed  by  the 
greater  part  of  mankind.  Nor  did  they  belie  them- 
selres  on  this  occasion :  the  diet  of  Warsaw  con- 
stituted itself  into  a  general  confederation,  and  de- 
clared the  kingdom  of  Poland  re-established ;  it 
ttBYMMsd  the  dietins ;  invited  all  Poland  to  unite ; 
sumnoiied  all  the  Poles  in  the  Russian  army  to 
quit  Russia;  caused  itself  to  be  represented  by  a 
general  ooundl ;  maintained  the  established  order  | 
aiid»»fiQil)y,  seat  a  deputation  to  the  kiqg  of  Saxony, 
and  sp  address  to  Napoleon. 

The:  Senator  Wibicki  presented  this  address  to 
Urn  at  Wilna*  He  told  him  ''  that  the  Poles  had- 
aeitber .  been  subjected  by  peace  nor  by .  war,  but 
by,  itreasoD ;  that  they  were  therefore  free  in  their 
own  right,  before  God  and  man ;  that  being  bo 
BoiPj  deJaetOf  that  right  became  a  duty ;  that  they 
^tauMd*  the  iiidq[>endence  of  their  brethren,  the 
lithaaaians,  who  were  still  slaves ;  that  they  of- 
iheiasetves  to  the  entire  Polish  nation  as  the 
of  a  general  union;  but  that  to  him  who 
ftfjaqtibed  ils  history  to .  the  age,  in  whom  resided 
the  force  of  Providence,  they  looked  to  support  tl^e 
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efforts  which  he  could  not  but  approve ;  that  on 
that  account  they  came  to  solicit  Napolooa  tlift 
Great  to  pronounce  these  few  words :  ''  Let  the 
kingdom  of  Poland  exist  T  and  that  it  than  would 
exist ;  that  all  the  Poles  would  devote  themaelf^d 
to  the  orders  of  the  chief  of  the  fourth  French 
dynasty^  to  whom  ages  were  but  as  a  moment,  and 
space  no  more  than  a  point. 

Napoleon  replied : ''  Gentlemen  deputies  of  the 
confederation  of  Poland^  T  have  listened  with  deep- 
interest  to  what  you  have  just  told  me«  Werd  I  a 
Pole,  I  should  think  and  act  like  you;  I  ahauld 
have  voted  with  you  in  the  assembly  of  Warsaw  % 
patriotism  is  the  first  duty  of  civilized  man. 

**  In  my  position  I  have  many  interests  te  reoon^ 
cile,  and  many  duties  to  fulfil.  Had  I  reigned 
during  the  first,  second,  or  third  partition  of  Po^ 
land,  I  would  have  armed  my  people  in  her  «Ae^ 
fence.  When  victory  supplied  me  with  the  means 
of  re-establishing  your  ancient  laws  in  your  capital 
and  a  portion  of  your  provinces,  I  did  so  without 
seeking  to  prolong  the  war,  which  might  haw  coii« 
tinued  to  waste  the  blood  of  my  subjects. 

*'  I  love  your  nation !  For  sixteen  years  I  hove 
found  your  soldiers  at  my  side  on  the  plains  cyf 
Italy  and  Spain.  I  applaud  what  you  have  done^ 
I  authorise  your  future  efforts ;  I  vriil  do  all  which 
depends  on  me  to  second  your  resolutions*  If  yoor 
efforts  be  unanimous,  you  may  cherish  the  h(^  of 
compelling  your  enemies  to  recognise  your  rights  ^ 
but  iu  countries  so  distant  and  extensive,  it  most 
be  entirely  on  the  exertions  of  the  population 
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which  inhabits  tbem^  that  you  can  justly  ground 
hopes  of  saeeess, 

"  From  the  first  moment  of  my  entering  Poland, 
I  have  used  the  same  language.  To  this  it  is  my 
dmy  to  add,  that  I  have  guaranteed  to  the  £m^ 
poor  of  Austria  the  integrity  of  his  dominions, 
and  that  I  cannot  sanction  any  manceuvre,  or  any 
movement,  tending  to  disturb  the  peaceable  pos** 
stasion  of  what  remains  to  him  of  the  Polish  pro- 
vlnees^ 

^  Only  provide  that  Lithuania,  Samogitia,  Wi- 
tepak,  Polotsk,  Mohilef,  Volhynia,  the  Ukraine,  Po- 
doiia,  be  iinimated  by  the  same  spirit  which  I  have 
witnessed  in  the  Greater  Poland ;  atad  Providence 
will  crown  the  good  cause  with  success.  I  will  re- 
compense that  devotion  of  your  provinces  which 
lotiders  you  so  interesting,  and  displays  so  many 
titles  to  my  esteem  and  protection,  by  every  meana 
that  can»  under  ike  cir<»imstanc€8t  depend  upon 
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ThePdes  had  imagined  that,  they  were  addressing 
the  aomreign  arbiter  of  the  world,  whose  every  word 
was  a  law»  and  whom  no  political  compromise  was 
capable  of  arresting.  They  were  unable  to  com- 
pfehend  the  cause  of  the  circuaispection  of  thb 
replf  *  They  began  to  doubt  the  intentions  of  Na- 
}  the  seal  of  some  was  cooled ;  the  luke- 
of  others  ecmfirmed ;  all  were  surprise^. 
£ven  those  around  him  asked  each  other  what  could 
h^  die  naotives  of  a  prudence  which  appeared  so  un- 
aaMonable,  and  to  which  he  was  not  accustomed : 
wfcet,  then,  was  the  object  of  this  war  ?  Did  he 
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fear  Austi-ia  ?  Had  the  retreat  of  the  Rnwiwid  Hish 
concerted  him?  Did  he  doubt  hb  good  ferttine,  or 
decline  contracting,  before  all  Europe,  engaigements 
which  he  was  not  sure  of  being  able  to  fulfil  ? 
"  Had  the  coldness  of  the  Lithuahians  chilled  his 
ardour?  or  rather  did  he  dread  the  e]q>Iosion  ^rfli 
patriofistn  which  he  might  not  be  able  to  mfiNSter'? 
Was  he  still  undecided  as  to  the  destmy  he  shotiid 
bestow  upon  them  ?   Whatever  were  his  moti?es>  it 
was  obviously  his  desire  that  the  Lithuanians  fifhouM 
appear  to  liberate  themselves  ;  and  as,  at  one  and 
the  same  time,  he  created  a  government- (Sm?  tliem, 
and  gave  a  direction  to  their  public  fe6Uilg','thkit 
drcumstance  placed  him,  as  well  as  tliem,  in  a  hJiie 
position,  wherein  every  operation  t€fnni(iait6d  ^ift 
errors;  contradictions,  and  half  measures.    Thei^ 
was  no    reciprocal    understanding    between    ti^ 
parties;  a  mutual  distrust  was  l^e  result; '  T4ke 
Poles  desired  some  positive  guarantees  ifi  return 
for  the  many  sacrifices  they  were  called  upon  tb 
make.     But  their  union  in  a  single  kingdom*  ftot 
having  been  pronounced,  the  terror  whieh  m  eoni- 
mon  at  the  moment  of  great  decisions  incve^aeA, 
and  the  confidence  which  they  had  just  lost  in  Mm^ 
they  ^Iso  lost  in  themselves.     It  wa^  then  that*  be 
nominated  seven  Lithuanians  to  the  task  of^eott- 
pleting  the  new  government.    This  choice  was  un- 
lucky in  some  points;  it  displeased  the  pride  ^  An 
aristocracy  at  all  times  diffi^lt  to  gratify. 

The  four  Lithuanian  provinces  of  Wilna»  Minsk  ^ 
Grodno,  and  Bialy stock,  had  each  a  government 
committee  and  national  sub-prefeets.     Each  coin* 
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miaie  was  |0f  haf?e  it9  mmiicipality ;  but  Lithuania 
was^  in  nsi^jf  governed  hf  an  impeirial  com- 
mmoner  and  by  four:  French  auditors,  with,  the 
title  of  intendants. 

In  diort,  from  these^  perhaps^  inevitahla  faults^ 
and  from  the  disorders  of  an  army  placed  between 
the  alternative  of  famishing,  or  plundering  its.  aUies, 
ikere  resulted  an  universal  coolness.  The  emperor 
eonld  not' remain  blind  to  it ;  he  calpulated  o.n  four 
ttUfitos  of  Lithuanians,  of  whom  only  a  few  thou- 
B«nda  joined .  hun*  Their  pospoltte,  which  he  had' 
eatiinatedet  lOOiOOO  men^  had  decreed  him.  a  guard 
off*  iionour}  three  horsemen  alone  folloiyed  him. 
Xhe  population  of  Volhynia  remained  imxnQveable, 
flidli^dkQn  again  «4>peaLed  from  them  to.vif;t)ory  • 
When  foii;nnatei  coolness  of  ijm  kind  did  not.  dis- 
turb him  eufficiently ;  when  unfbi^tunate,  whether 
iktough  pride  or  justice,  he.  did  not  complain  of  it. 
r  f  iAs:for  us,  ever  confidmt  in  him  and  in  ourselves, 
Ae /disposition  of  the  Lithuanians  at  first  affected 
*iia  very  .little ;  but  when  our  forces  diminished,  we 
looked  about  us,  aiyl  our  attention  was  awakened 
ky-  mxf  danger.  Three  Lithuanian. generals,  distin- 
gfoished'  by  their  names,  their  property,  and  their 
sentiments,  followed  the  emperor.  The  French 
^en^als.  reproached  them  with  the  coolness  of 
4heir  eoantfymen.  The  ardour  of  the  people  of 
Wwsaw^  in  1806,  was  held  out  to  them  as  an  ex- 
ample. The  animated  dbpussi<m  which,  ensued 
{MMMd,  lybe  many  others  which  it  is:  iinneeesii^firy  to 
record,  at  Napoleon's  quarters,  neaor  the  spot  where 
•he  was  employed ;  and  as  there  was  truth  qn  both 
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sidei ;  as^  in  these  conversations^  the  opponte  atte«- 
gations  contended  without  deilnroying  each  odier ; 
and  as  the  first  and  last  caiues  of  the  coolness  of 
the  Lithuanians  were  therein  reyealed,  it  would 
he  improper  to  omit  them. 

These  generals  then  replied,  ^*  That  they  cor<* 
sidered  tiiey  had  received  becomingly  the  liberty 
which  we  brought  them ;  that,  moreover,  every  one 
expressed  regard  according  to  his  habitual  cha* 
racter;  that  the  Lithuanians  were  more  cold  iii^ 
tempef  than  the  Poles,  and  consequently  less  cohh 
municative ;  that,  after  all,  the  sentiment  mighf  be 
the  same,  though  the  expression  was  di^erant. 

^'  That,  beside,  there  was  no  comparison  in  tiio 
cases ;  that  in  1806,  it  was  after  having  conquered 
the  Prussians  that  the  French  had  ddivered  Pb-^ 
land ;  that  now,  on  the  contrary,  if  they  dditered 
lithuania  from  theilussian  yoke,  it  was  before  they 
had  subjugated  Russia. 

^  That  in  this  manner  it  was  natural  for  the  first 
to  receive  a  victorious  and  assilred  freedom  witk 
transport ;  and  equally  natural  for  the  last  to  re^ 
ceive  an  uncertain  and  dangerous  liberty  with 
gravity ;  that  a  benefit  was  not  purchased  with  th» 
same  air  as  if  it  were  gratuitously  accepted ;  that 
six  years  back,  at  Warsaw,  there  was  nothing  to  be 
done  but  to  prepare  festivals ;  wlule  at  Wiiaay  whete 
the  power  of  Russia  had  just  been  exhibited,  whom 
its  army  was  known  to  be  untouched,  and  the  mo» 
tives  of  its  retreat  understood,  it  was  for  battles 
that  preparation  was  to  be  made. 

^  And  with  what  means  ?  Why  was  not  that 
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beely  oftved  to  tham  in  lfi07?  Lithuania  waa 
thra.  rich  and  popnlmuu  Since  that  time  the  con^ 
tioeatatafTBteni^  hy  sealing  np  the  only  vent  for  its 
prodnetions^  had  impovenshed  it,  while  Russian 
foresight  had  depopulated  it  of  recruits,  and  BM>ie 
Twently  of  a  multitude  of  nobles,  peasants,  wag- 
g0B8^  and  cattle,  vhieh  the  Russian,  artny  had 
oarried  away  with  if 

To  these  eaoses  they  added  '^  the  famine  re^ 
saltan;  frraft  the  severity  of  the  season  m  1811, 
and. the  damage  to  .whieh  the  over^rich  grains  of 
thMtt  ciwQtritf  nve  amhject.  IBkit  why  not  make 
an  appeal  io.tim  proyinees  of  the  JSornth  ?  In  that 
qfAirter  <  there  were  men,  horses,  and  provisions  of 
idl  tJnds.  They  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  drive 
airay  Tatflaaaof  and  hia  army.  Schwartzemberg 
wasj  pierbaps,  marching  in  that  direction ;  but  was 
i%U>.  the  Austrians,  the  uneasy  usurpers  of  Oal- 
lida,  that  they  would  confide  the  liberation  of 
Yolhyion  i  Would  they  station .  liberty  so  near 
siarery?  Why  did  not  they  send  Frenchmen  and 
P^^Mt  thene  ?  .But  than  it  would  be  necessary  to 
«|(e|)9  to  eaoy  on  a  mpre  methodical  war,  and  allow 
tiibe«<lee  wgauftsatjion ;  and.  Napoleon,  doubtless 
Hged  fay  his  distance  from  his  own  territory,  hy 
tin^dnily  eixpenaaof  provi&aoning  his  immense  army, 
depending  on  that  alone,  and  hurrying  after  victory, 
SMittced  every  thing  to  the  hope  of  finishing  the 
war  at  a  sosgln  blow/' 

Here  the  speakers  were  interrupted :  these  ob« 
jecfions,  though  true,  appeared  insufiBcient  excuses. 
^  They  concealed  the  most  prevailing  cause  of  the 
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htimovaliility  of  thdarieouiitryiii^  it  wsBibkhe  .dis- 
covered in  the  interested  attaclmieDt  of  their  gr«a<- 
dees  to  the  crafty  poficy  of  Russia,  whidb  flattegred 
theb  self-love,  respected  their  customs,  and  se** 
eured  their  right  orer  the  peasants,  whom  ti^e 
French  came  to. set  free.  Doubtless,  national  iadb* 
pendence  appeared  too  dear  a  purchase  at  sacb  a. 
price/* 

This  reproach  was  well  founded,  and  although  it 
was  not  personal,  the  Lithuanian  gionerals  became 
icritated.  One  of  tibem  exclaimed,  ^^  You  talk  of 
our  independence ;  but  it  must  be  subject  to  great 
risk,  since  you,  at  the  head  of  400,000  men,  fear  to 
comnut  yourselves  by  its  recognition ;  indeed,  joa 
hiftve  not  recogfiiitfed  it  either  by  your .  words  .or 
acfeioiiSk  You  have  placed  auditcors,  men  quite  new> 
at  the  head  of  an  administration  eqfually  new,  to 
govern  our  provinces.  They  levy  heavy  contaribii*^ 
tions,  but  they  forget  to  inform  us  for  whom  it  is 
that  we  make  sacrifices,  which  are  not  made  to  our 
country.  They  exhibit  to  us  the  emperw  emry*- 
where,  but  the  republic  nowhere.  You  impart  no 
purpose  to  our  march,  and  you  complam  of  its  hsmg 
unsteady.  Persons  whom  we  do  not  respect  as  our 
countrymen,  you  set  over  us  as  our  chiefs.  Nol>» 
withstanding  our  entreaties,  Wilna  remains  sepa^- 
rated  from  Warsaw ;  disunited  as  we. thus  are#  yon 
require  of  us  that  eoufidence  in  our  forces  whiok 
union  alone. can  give.  The  soldiers  y<Hi  esped; 
from  us  are  oifered  you ;  90j000  are  ready ;  but 
you  refuse  them  their  arms,  their  clothing,  and  the 
inoney  in  whieh  we  are  deficient.^' 
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All  tlMse  miputations  might  still  have  been  con- 
tested ;  but  be  added :  ^*  Truei  we  do  not  market  for 
Ubeorty^but  we  find  that  ki  fact  it  is  not  disinterestedly 
^fered«.  Whererer  yon  g^,  the  report  of  your  di^ 
aeders  ptecedes  yonr  march>  nor  ar^  they  partielj 
nice  yoor  aormy  marches  upon  a  line  of  fifty  leagues 
m  finwit.  At  Wilnay  notwithstanding  the  multi'- 
plied  orders  of  your  emperor,  the  suburbs  have 
been  pillaged,  and  a  Bberty  which  ei^nddrs 
liesBite  may  w^l  be  mistrusted.  What  then  do 
you  expect  from  our  zeal  1  Acclamations  of  joy, 
aeoents.of  gratitude  ?-««-when  every  day  each  of  us 
ii  apptiaed  that  lus  villages'  and  granaries  are  de-^ 
Tutated ;  ibr  the  little  which  the  Russiaafii  did  not 
earr^'.'away  with  them,  yoor  famishing*  squadroM 
hnw  devouoed^  In  the  celerity  of  tjiair  mar(!(h6<b 
a;iini*it«de.of  marauders  of  all  nations,,  against 
whmBtifc -isr  neoessary  to  keep  on  otir  guard,  detach 
themadvifii  from  the  wings,  ^ 

- .  f  What,  thereiwe,  do^  you  require  ?   thi^  -wtt 

Aoidd  throng  yoUr  passage ;  bring  you 
ignin  and  cattle;  that  they  should  offer  you 
armed  and  ready  to  pursue  your  track  ? 
Aias-l  what  have  they  to  give  you  ?  Your  pillagers 
tiM  every  tiung ;  they  have  not  even  time  to  make 
Ike  efler.  Turn  your  eyes  round,  towards  the  en* 
trance  of  the  imperial  head^quarters.  Do  you  oV 
yonder  individual  ?  He  is  all  but  naked ;  he 
and  extends  towards  you  a  hand  of  supplir 
et£sm»  That  unhappy  man  who  excites  your  pity, 
M  one  of  those  very  nobles  whose  assistance  you 
look  for :  yesterday,  he  was  hurrying  to  meet  you 
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wkh  his  daughter,  his  YbbbbAs,  and  his  weaith ;  he 
came  to  offer  himself  to  your  emperor ;  but  he  met 
with  some  Wurtemberg  pillagers  on  his  way,  and 
was  robbed  of  every  thing ;  he  is  no  longer  a  fa^r» 
— ^he  is  scarcely  a  man.'' 

£very  one  shuddered  and  hurried  to  asmt  him ; 
Frenchmen,  Germans,  Lithuaioanf ,  aH  agreed  in 
deploring  those  disorders,  for  which  no  one  could 
suggest  a  remedy*  How,  in  fact,  was  it  possible 
to  keep  up  discipline  among  such  mighty  masses, 
so  precipitately  propelled,  conducted  by  ^sa  many 
leaders  of  different  manners,  characters,  and  coun- 
tries, and  forced  to  resort  to  plander  for  subrist* 
ence? 

In  Prussia,  the  emperor  had  only  caused  the 
army  to  supply  itself  with  proyisions  for  twisAty 
days.  This  was  what  was  sufficient,  for  the  purpose 
of  gaining  Wilna  by  a  battle.  Victory,  was?  to  iime 
done  the  rest,  but  that  victory  was  postponed  by  the 
flight  of  the  enemy.  The  emperor  ndght  hinre 
waited  for  his  conroys;  but,  by  swpnsing  Ae 
Russians,  he  had  dispersed  them ;  he  did  not  wish 
to  forego  his  grasp  and  iese  his  adnmtagfti  He, 
therefore,  pushed  forwaid  on  their' traelt4pOOjOOO 
men,  with  twenty  days'  provisions,  into  a  country 
which  was  incapable  of  feeding  the  20,000  Swedos 
of  Charles  XIL 

It  was  not  for  want  of  foresight ;  for  immense 
convoys  of  cattle  followed  the  army,  either  in  herds, 
or  attached  to  the  provision  cars.  Their  drivers 
had  been  organized  into  battalions.  It  is  true  that 
the  latter,  wearied  with  the  slow  pace  of  the  heavy 
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•Aiooals,  either  slaughtered  them,  or  suflfered  them 
to  die  of  want.  A  great  number,  however,  got  to 
Wilna  and  Minsk ;  some  reached  Smolensk,  but  too 
late  ;  they  could  only  be  of  service  to  the  recruits 
and  reinforcements  which  followed  us. 

On  the  other  hand,  Dantzick  contained  so  much 
oonu  that  she  alone  might  have  supplied  the  whole 
aimy ;  she  supplied  Konigsberg.  Its  provisions 
kid  ascended  the  Pregel  in  large  barges  up  to 
Vdilau,  and  in  lighter  craft  up  to  Insterburg. 
OAer  convoys  went  by  land-carriage  from  Kd- 
nigsberg  to  Labiau,  and  from  thence,  by  means  of 
the  If  iemeut  and  ViUa,  to  Kowno  and  Wilna.  But 
the  water  of  the  Vilia  having  shrunk  through 
drought,  waa  inci^able  of  floating  these  transports. 
It  was,  therefore,  necessary  to  supply  their  place. 
Niqptleon  hated  jobbers.  It  was  his  wish  that  the 
iwhnittiatration  of  the  army  should  organize  the  Li- 
thuaoian  waggons;  500  were  assembled,  but  the 
appearance  of  them  disgusted  him.  He  then  per- 
nitted  negotiations  with  Jews,*  who  are  the  only 
teadacs  hi  the  country ;  and  the  provisions  stopped 
at  Kowno  arrived  at  last  at  Wilna ;  but  the  army 
had  already  departed  from  it« 
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CHAP.  IV. 

It  was  the  largest  column,  that  of  the  centroi 
which  suffered  most ;  it  followed  the  road  which 
the  Russians  had  ruined^  and  of  which  the  French 
advanced  guard  had  just  completed  the  spoliation* 
The  columns  which  proceeded  by  lateral  routes 
found  necessaries  in  that  quarter,  but  did  not  em- 
ploy sufficient  order  in  collecting  and  economizing 
those  resources. 

The  responsibility  of  the  calamities  which  this 
march  occasioned,  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  laid 
entirely  on  Napoleon;  for  order  and  disci]pline 
were  maintained  in  the  army  of  Davoust ;  it  suf- 
fered less  by  dearth ;  it  was  nearly  the  same  with 
that  of  Prince  Eugene.  When  pillage  was  resorted 
to  in  these  two  corps,  it  was  always  with  method^ 
and  nothing  but  necessary  injury  was  inflicted;  the 
soldiers  were  obliged  to  carry  several  days'  provi- 
sions, and  prevented  from  wasting  them.  The  same 
precautions  might  have  been  taken  elsewhere ;  but^ 
whether  it  was  owing  to  the  habit  of  making  war 
in  fertile  countries,  or  to  habitual  ardour  of  consti- 
tution,  many  of  the  o|;her  chiefs  thought  less  of  adU^ 
ministering  than  fighting. 

On    that    account.    Napoleon    was   frequently 
compelled  to  shut  his  eyes  to  a  system  of  plun«' 
der  which  he  vainly  prohibited;    too  well  aware^ 
also,  of  the  attraction  which  that  mode  of  sub- 

« 

sistence  has  for  the  soldier ;  that  it  caused  him  to 
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lOVe  a  state  of  things  which  enriched  him;  that 
it  placed  him,  by  virtue  t)f  the  authority  which  it 
often  conferred,  over  classes  superior  to  his  own  ; 
that  in  his  eyes  it  had  all  the  charm  of  a  war  of 
the  poor  against  the  rich;  in  short,  that  the  pleasure 
oTbeiDjg,  and  feeling  that  he  was^  the  strongest,  was 
under  such  circumstances  incessantly  repeated  and 
brought  home  to  him.  Napoleon,  however,  grew 
indignant  at  the  intelligence  of  these  excesses.  He 
issiied  an  angry  proclamation,  and  he  directed 
moveable  columns  of  French  and  Lithuanians  to 
see  to  its  execution.  We,  who  were  irritated  at 
die !  sight  oi  the  pillagers,  were  zealous  to  pursue 
and[  punisU  them ;  but  when  the  bread  and  cattle 
were  taken  from  them,  and  they  were  seen  slowly 

t eating,  sometimes  eying  us  with  a  hollow  look; 
radensed  despiur,  sometimes  bursting  into  tears  ; 
apd  when  tliey  were  heard  to  murmur,  that,  not 
tx^pXitm  with  giving  them  nothing  to  live  on, 
att  subsistence  was  taken  from  them,  and  that  the 
otmous  intention  was  to  starve  them  to  death ;  we^ 
ibei^,  in  bur  turn,  accused  ourselves  of  barbarity 
fo' oar  own  people ;  the  murmurers  were  recalled, 
tsoA  their  prey  restored.  Indeed,  it  was  imperious 
ni^dcMity  which  impelled  to  plunder.  The  officers 
tBemselves  had  no  9ther  meanb  of  subsistence  than 
frpm  the  share  which  the  soldiers  gave  them.  A 
pmiiioft  of  so  much  excess  engendered  fresh  ex- 
Theseriide  men,  with  arms  in  their  hands, 


ttraiiltedl)y  so  many  imperious  wants, could  scarcely 
remain  moderate.  They  arrived  famished  at  habi- 
tatfons';  at  first  they  asked,  but,  either  for  the  want 
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of  bdi^  uii4erf  too^  or  ia  oos^e^fnce  of  tbe  cefiwiai 
Of  ioabUily  of  thp  Iph^bitHotfif  to  sati^  jtheir  4e- 
iii0p4s»  and  thoir  not  beUig  ab^  to  w^,  alt^Q^r 
ftiona  generally  arose ;  thei|,  ^  they  b^aam^  upor^ 
and  more  exaeperiU^ed  with  hunger^  they  ba^am? 
futiou8»  and  after  rifling  both  cottage  and  p^kJ^Ke 
without  finding  the  subsistenpe  which  they  soni^t 
for>  they  in  the  violence  of  their  despair  accused  tbe 
inhabitants  of  being  their  enemiesi  and  took  their 
rdrei^e  of  the  proprietors  by  destroying  thek  pi?o* 
perty. 

There  were  some  who  actually  ^estxQye4  th^- 
selves  raU);er  than  proceed  to  sueb  extrei^ti^; 
others  did  the  same  after  sp  proceeding :  tb^A^  vfwe 
the  y^uage^t  Th^y  placed  their  forehead^  9^  -tli^ir 
m«3kets»  and  blew  out  their  brai^  on  the  public 
road*  JBut  many  grew  callpus ;  one  exoe^  Idd  to 
another,  as  people  ofteq.grqw  apg^y  with  the  hifiws 
which  they  inflii^  Among  th^  latter,  some  vagar 
bpnds  took  vengeance  of  their  distresses  uppn  per- 
sons ;  in  the  midst  of  so  inau^picioua  an  aspeict^  of 
OQture,  they  became  4i^naturalized  ;  aban<)pned(  to 
tb^m&elves  at  so  great  a  distance  from  home»  thf^y 
imagined  that  every  thing  was  allowed  tbemt  and 
that  their  sufferings  authorised  thfm  in  making 
others  suffer. 

In  an  army  so  numerous,  and  qwiposed  9f  so 
mai^  nations,  it  was  naturid  also  to  $nd  more 
malefactors  than  in  a  smaller  one :  the  oausea  of  ;so 
many  evils  induced  fresh  ones ;  already  enfeeUed  by 
fanzine,  it  was  necessary  to  make  forced,  marclies 
in  order  to  fly  from  it,  and  reach  the  enemy*    At 
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iqgflii  when'l&ey  halted,  the  soldiers .  thlfonged 
into  the  iiovAes ;  there,  ^oTq  out  with  fatigue  and 
vant,  ihejr  threw  themselves  upon  the  first  dirty 
straw  they  met  widi*  The  most  robust  had 
hardy  spirits  left  to  knead  the  fiour  which  they 
fomid,  and  to  light  the  ovens  with  which  ail  those 
wooden  honses  were  supplied ;  others  had  scarcely 
strei^h  to  go  a  few  paces  in  order  to  light  the  fires 
necessary  to  cook  some  food ;  their  officers;  ex- 
hausted likie  themselves,  feebly  gave  orders  to  take 
more  care,  and  neglected  to  see  that  their  orders 
were  obeyed.  A  piece  of  burnt  wood,  at  such  times 
escaping  from  an  oven,  or  a  spark  fr(mi  the  fire  of 
die  bivouacs,  were  sufficient  to  bum  a  castle  or  a 
wMc4e  viHage,'  and  cause  the  deaths  of  numerous 
sokBers,  to  whom  they  might  have  given  a  miser- 
able rcifoge.  In  other  respects,  these  disorders 
were  very  rare  In  Lithuania, 
'r  'The'' emperor  was  not  unaware  of  these  details, 
but  he  had  committed  himself  too '  far.  Even  at 
Wilna,  all  these  disorders  had  taken  place;  the 
duke  of  Trevisoy  among  others,  informed  him,  '^that 
lie  had  seen,  from  the  Niemen  to  the  Vilia,  nothing 
bat  devastated  houses,  and  baggage  and  provision- 
wagjgona  abandoned ;  they  were  found  dispersed  on 
the  highways  and  in  the  field,  overturned,  broke 
<^tt,  and  their  contents  scattered  here  and  there, 
and  pillaged,  as  if  they  had  been  taken  by  the 
enemy :  he  should  have  imagined  himself  following 
a  defeated  army.  Ten  thousand  horses  bad  been 
killed  by  the  cold  rains  of  the  great  storm,  and  by 
the  greeta  corn,  which  had  become  their  unusual 
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and  only'  food;  Their  csraasMi  wert  lyiDg>eiKi||ii<* 
borfaig  the  road:  they  sent. finrth  a  meflUMa  smaH 
impdB^ble  to  breathe :  it  wm  a  naur  seowgo^nlnQli 
ftome  compared  to  famine,  hot  muehmora  tenihlei 
ftenreral  ffoldiera  of  iha  Tpnmg  gnvd  had  aisaadyr 
perifihed  of  hunger.'' 

Up  to  that  point  Napoleon  ^  listened  mA  cahwh 
ness,  bat  here  he  abmptly  inteiruptei  thnapeaiDer. 
Wishing  to  eioaqpie  from  dntvess  hy  ineredaiHFf^  ha 
exolahned,  ^It  wimpoaaiUel  whan  ara  aair  twenty 
d^ys'  provisiona  i  Soldier  a  veil  eommandri  aaaar 
die  of  hunger."  ^ 

A  general,  the  aoEthop  of  thia  laat  lepaat,  waa 
pmetat«  Napokon  temed  tofirands  him ;  a^ealad 
ti>hiBi,aiid  praaaed  him  with  qaairiona;  and.Aat 
geaaml^  either  60m  weaknaaa  or  naoertamtf,  i«h 
piled,  ^^  that  die  inditidndit  referred  to  had  niit* 
died  of  faming  bat  of  intoadcatiaB.^  . 

The  emperor  dum  nemainad  oomincad  timtitha^ 
prmitions  af  theaoldiars  had  bcenamgigaraited <ta« 
lnni«  As  to  the  areata  he  exdaimad^  ^  The  lees  of 
some  horses  mustbe  borne  with;  of aoBie eqntpagea^ 
and  eifen  some  haUtetioaA;  it  waa  a  torreat  that 
ndled  away :  it  was  the  worst  aidie  af  iha  fkimib 
of  war;  an  eril  exchanged  for  a  good ;  to  tosaerj 
her  sha^emnst  be  g&ren;  Us  treasares»  his  hiknefitfe 
weald  Tepoir  the  loss :  out  great  feaalt. would  amice 
aaiends  tor  all;  he  only  required  a  single  nctdrT*; 
if  isoffieient  means  remained  for  acooMplishitig  thatb» 
he  should  be  satisfied." 

The  duke  remwfced,  that  a  ti<Aovy  migiA  be 
overtaken  by  a  more  methodical  mar^h/fidlowed  by 
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;  but  b&  WW.  not  liatenod  to.-  Those  to 
ffhcaa  thjfl  Barshal  (who  ha^  jiut  veturndd  from 
SfUDBy)  eonpiftiiied^  replied  to  hini>  ^  That^  in^fs^t^ 
the  eansj^TOT  f^ew  angry  at  the  account,  oC  evik^ 
if^iidi  he  considered  in^mediabley  his  poliey  impoii^ 
ing  on  him  the  necessity  of  a  prompt  and.  deeisife 
vieCwry.^ 

Thej  added^  '^that  they  saw  too  clearly  that 
the  health  of  their  leader  was  impaired  ;  and  that 
being  compelled,  notwithstanding,  to  throw  himself 
into  positions  more  and  more  critical,  he  could  noA 
survey,  without  ill  temper,  the  difficulties  through 
whieh  be  isaesed,  and  suflPered  to  aeoumuiato  behhid 
hkn;  difficulties  whieh  he  then  affected  to  treait 
wilibcbntempt,  in  order  to  disguise  their  importance* 
and  {>nfef?6  the  energy  requisite  to  sunnouiit 
iiiem.  iThis  was  the  reason  that,  being  alreadjr 
disturbed  and  fatigued  by  the  new  and  esitieal^si^' 
titttite&ito  .which  he  ind  thrown  himself  and  im- 
piiliciilutQPeeeape  from  it,  be  marched  on,  aihnuyft, 
jlosbinig^iorwaiidi  in  order  to.  put  an  end  to  itr  as 
aMm>«|i  tpoBsiUe'!  V. 

JcHilie^ifc.waB,'  that*  Napoleon  was  constrained!  to 
Amtbiofi  eyesto  Abets;  It  is  well  known  tlmt  the 
gpetter  (partLof  ,:faisi  itiniateiB  wer^  net  :flatterers« 
Bliik.lalctsrtaAdiBien  >  spdke  eujBbnentlf  ^  1>^  what 
eoUi  fliey  «eneh.  hni  I  ..Of  what'  was  he  ignorant  t 
H$d^Mft  iffi  hfe  pteparatioBB  becA  didkated  by  tbe 
fllMt  deai^lghted  foresight  ?  What  could  be  said  to 
him,  which  he  had  not  himself  said  and  Mrittfaix  a 
iMndtoi  times  ?  •  It  was;  after  having  andieipated  the 
nbliteet  detaik ;  ha^ng  prepared  for  every  .incon? 
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venieuce,  having  provided  every  thing  for  a  bIow 
and  methodical  war«  that  he  divested  himself  of  all 
precautions,  that  he  abandoned  all  these  prepara- 
tions, and  suffered  himself  to  be  hurried  away  by 
habit,  by  the  necessity  of  short  wars,  of  prompt 
victory,  and  sudden  peace. 


CHAP.  V. 

It  was  in  the  midst  of  these  grave  circumstances 
that  Balaeboff,  a  minister  of  the  Russian  emperor, 
presented  himself  with  a  flag  of  truce  at  the  French 
advanced  posts.     He  was  received,  and  the  army, 
now  become  less  ardent,  indulged  anticipations  of 
peace«   He  brought  this  message  from  Alexander  to  , 
Napolaop,  ^  That  it  was  not  yet  too  late  to  ne- 
gotiate ;  a  war  which  the  soil,  the  climate,  and  the 
character  of  Russia  rendered  interminable  was  be* 
gun;  but  all  reconciliation  was  not  become  im- 
possible, and  from  one  b^nlc  of  the  Niemen  to  the 
other  overtures  might  yet  be  heard."    He  moreover 
added,  **  that  his  master  declared,  in  the  face  of 
Europe,  that  he  was  not  the  aggressor  ;  that  his 
ambassador  at  Paris,  in  demanding  his  passports^ 
did  not  consider  himsdf  as   having  broken  the 
peace ;  that  the  French  had  entered  Russia  witli* 
out  a  declaration  of  war.''     There  were,  however^ 
no  fresh  overtures,  either  verbal  or  written,  pre* 
sented  by  Balachoff. 
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The  choice  of  this  flag  of  truce  had  been  re- 
marked ;  he  was  the  minister  of  the  Russian  poHce ; 
that  office  required  an  observant  spirit,  and  it  was 
thought  that  he  was  sent  to  use  it  amongst  us* 
What  rendered  us  more  mistrustful  of  the  charac- 
ter of  the  negotiator  was,  that  the  negotiation  ap- 
peared to  have  no  character,  unless  it  were  that  of 
great  moderation,  which  under  the  actual  circum- 
stances was  taken  for  weakness. 

Napoleon  did  not  hesitate.  He  would  not  stop 
at  Paris ;  how  could  he  then  retreat  atWilna  ?  What 
would  Europe  think  ?  What  result  could  he  exhibit 
to  the  French  and  allied  armies  as  a  motive  for  so 
many  fatigues ;  for  such  vast  movements ;  for  so 
many  individual  and  national  expenses :  it  would 
be  confessing  himself  vanquished.  Besides,  his 
language  before  so  many  princes,  since  his  de- 
parture from  Paris,  had  pledged  him  as  much  as  his 
actions ;  so  that^  in  fact,  he  found  himself  as  much 
compromised  on  the  score  of  his  alfies  as  of  his  ene- 
mies. Even  then,  it  is  said,  the  animation  of  his 
dialogue  with  Balachoff hurried  him  away.  **  What 
had  brought  him  to  Wilna  ?  What  did  the  emperor 
of  Russia  want  with  him?  Did  he  pretend  to  resist 
him  ?  He  was  only  a  parade  general.  As  to  him- 
self,  his  head  was  his  counsellor ;  from  that  every 
thing  devolved.  But  Alexander! — ^who  was  there 
to  counsel  him  ?  Who  would  he  oppose  to  him  ? 
He  has  only  three  generals, — Kutusof,whom  he  does 
not  like^  because  he  is  a  Russian ;  Beniiigsen,  su- 
perannuated six  years  ago,  and  now  in  his  second 
childhood;  and   Barclay:  the  last  may  certainly 
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manoeuvre;  he  understands  war;  but  he  is  a  g^MKal. 
only  good  for  a  retreat."  4  And  he  added^  '^  You  aU 
believe  yourselves  to  understand  the  art  of  war*, 
because  you  have  read  Jomini;  but  if  his  book 
could  have  taught  you  any  thing,  do  yoi|  thisik 
that  I  should  have  allowed  it  to  be  published  ?''  In 
the  communication,  of  which  the  above  is  thellii»v 
9ian  version,  it  is  certain  that  he  addod>  "  that* 
however,  the  emperor  Alexander  had  friends  even 
in  the  imperial  head-quarters."  Theii»  pointing 
out  CaulaincQurt  to  the  Russian  minister,  '*  There,'* 
said  he,  ''  is  a  faithful  knight  of  yoiir  emperor ;  ho 
is  a  Russian  in  the  French  camp."* 

Probably  Caulaincourt  did  not  apprehend,  that 
by  that  indication  Napoleon  only  wished  (o  point 
him  out  as  a  negotiator  who  might  be  agrmafale 
to  Alexander ;  for  as  soon  as  Balachoff  was  gone^ 
he  advanced  towards  the  emperor,  and  with 
an  angry  voice  asked  him  why.  he  had  insulted 
him?  exclaiming,  '*  that  he  was  a  Freuchmaa !  k 
true  Frenchman!  that  he  had  proved;  it  tdreody^ 
and  would  prove  it  again  by  repeating,  that  this* 
war  was  impolitic  and  dangerous ;  that  it  would 
d^troy  his  army,  France,  and  himaelf.  That,  a& 
to  t^e  rest,  as  he  had  just  offered  him  an  insult^ 
he  should  quit  him ;  that  all  that  he  asked  of  hm 
was  a  division  in  Spain,  where  nobody  wished  to 
serve,  and  the  furthest  from  his  presence  posstble^'^ 
The  emperor  attempted  to  appease  him ;  but  not 
being  able  to  obtain  a  hearing,  he  withdrew,  Caur» 
laincourt  still  pursuing  him  with  his  reproaches, 
]^rthier,  who  was  present  at  this  scen^,  int^poo^d 
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widiottt  effect,  Bessieres^  more  in  the  back-ground, 
bad  vainly  tried  to  detain  Caulaineourt  by  holding 
him  by  the  coat. 

The  next  day.  Napoleon  could  not  recall  his 
grand  equerry  without  formal  and  repeated  orders. 
At  length  he  appeased  him  by  caresses,  and  by  the 
expression  of  an  esteem  and  attachment  which 
Caulaineourt  well  deserved.  *  But  he  sent  back 
Baladioiff  with  verbal  and  inadmissible  proposals. 
Alexander  made  no  reply  !  The  full  importance  of 
the  step  he  had  just  taken  was  not  at  the  time 
properly  comprehended.  It  was  his  determination 
neither  to  address  nor  even  answer  Napoleon  any 
more^  Itwas  alast  word  before  an  irreparable  breach : 
and  that  circumstance  rendered  it  remarkable. 

Meantime,  Murat  pursued  the  flying  steps  of 
that  victory  which  was  so  much  coveted;  he  com- 
manded the  cavalry  of  the  advanced  guard  ;  he  at 
last  reached  the  enemy  on  the  road  to  Swentziani, 
and  drove  him  in  the  direction  of  the  Diina.  Every 
morning,  the  Russian  rear-guard  appeared  to  have 
escaped  him ;  every  evening  he  overtook  it  again! 
and  attacked  it,  but  always  in  a  strong  position, 
after  a  long  march,  after  arriving  at  too  late  an 
homr,  and  before  his  men  had  taken  any  refresh- 
meirt;  there  were,  consequently,  every  day  fresh 
coHdi>tts  producing  no  important  results. 

Oth^  chiefs,  by  other  routes,  followed  the  same' 
direetioD.  Oudinot  had  passed  the  Yilia  beyond 
Kowno,  and  already  in  Samogitia,  to  the  north  of 
Wilna,  at  Deweltowo,  and  at  Yilkomir,  had  fallen 
in  with  the  enemy,  whom  he  drove  before  him  to« 
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wards  Diinabourg.  In  this  manner  he  marched 
on,  to  the  left  of  Ney  and  the  king  of  Naples, 
whose  right  was  flanked  by  Nansonty.  From  the 
15th  of  July  the  banks  of  the  Diina  from  Disna  to 
Diinabourg  had  been  followed  by  Murat,  Mont- 
brun,  Sebastian!,  and  Nansouty,  by  Oudinot  and 
Ney,  and  by  three  divisions  of  the  first  corps  under 
tiie  orders  of  the  Count  de  Lobau. 

It  was  Oudinot  who  presented  himself  before 
Diinabourg :  he  made  an  attack  on  that  town,  which 
the  Russians  had  vainly  attempted  to  fortify.  This 
too  eccentric  march  of  Oudinot  displeased  Na- 
poleon* The  river  separated  the  two  armies.  Oudi^ 
not  reascended  it  in  order  to  put  himself  in  com^ 
munication  with  Murat^  and  Wittgenstein,  in  or* 
der  to  form  a  junction  with  Barclay.  Dunabourg 
remained  without  assailants  and  without  defenders. 

On  his  march,  Wittgenstein  had  a  view,  from  the 
right  bank  of  the  Diina,  of  the  cavalry  of  Sebastian!, 
who  occupied  that  city  with  too  negligent  a  se- 
curity. Encouraged  by  the  approach  of  night, 
he  made  one  of  his  corps  pass  the  river,  and  on 
the  15th,  in  the  morning,  the  French  advanced 
posts  were  surprised,  one  of  their  brigades  almost 
entirely  carried  off,  and  Sebastian!  forced  to  fall 
back.  After  this,  Wittgenstein  recalled  his  people 
to  the  right  bank,  and  pursued  his  way  with  his 
prisoners,  among  whom  was  a  French  general. 
This  coup  de  main  gave  Napoleon  reason  to  hope 
for  a  battle :  believing  that  Barclay  was  resuming 
the  offensive,  he  suspended,  for  a  short  time,  his 
tnarch  upon  Witepsk,  in  order  to  concentrate  his 
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troops  and  direct  them  according  to  circumstanoes. 
This  hope^  howerer^  was  of  short  duration. 

I>aring  these  events,  Davoust,  at  Osmiana,  to 
the  south  of  Wilna,  had  intercepted  some  couriers 
of  Bagration,  who  was  already  anxiously  seek- 
ing an  outlet  towards  the  north.  Up  to  that  time, 
with  the  exception  of  the  single  victory,  the  plan 
of  the  campaign  decided  at  Paris  had  succeeded. 
Aware  that  the  enemy  was  extended  over  too  long 
a  defensive  line.  Napoleon  had  hroken  it  hy  hriskly 
attacking  it  in  one  direction,  and  by  so  doing  had 
thrown  and  pursued  its  largest  mass  upon  the 
Dvna ;  while  Bagration,  whom  he  had  not  brought 
into  contact  till  five  days  later,  was  still  upon  the 
Niemen.  During  an  interval  of  several  days,  and 
diffused  over  eighty  leagues  in  front,  the  manceuvre 
was  the  same  as  that  which  Frederic  the  Second  had 
often  employed  upon  a  line  of  two  leagues,  and 
during  an  interval  of  Some  few  hours. 

Already  Doctorof,  and  many  scattered  divisions 
of  each  of  these  two  separated  masses  had  only 
escaped  by  favour  of  the  extent  of  the  country,  of 
AtLnce,  and  the  usual  causes  of  that  ignorance, 
which  always  exists  in  war,  as  to  what  passes  close 
at  hand  in  the  ranks  of  an  enemy. 

Several  persons  have  pretended  that  there  was 
too  ninch  circumspection  or  too  much  negligence 
in  the  first  operations  of  the  invasion ;  that  from 
Ae  Vistula,  the  assailing  army  had  received  orders 
to  march  with  all  the  precaution  of  one  expecting 
to  be  attacked;  that  the  aggression  being  com«* 
menced,  and  Alexander  having  fled,  the  advanced 
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goafd  of  Napoleon  ought  to  hate  re^ascended  the 
two  iMtnk^  of  the  Vilia  with  more  celerity  and 
more  in  advance^  and  that  the  army  of  Italy  should 
have  followed  this  movement  more  closely.  Per- 
haps Doctofof,  who  commanded  the  left  wing  of 
Barclay^  heipg  forced  to  hisect  our  line  of  attack, 
in  order  to  fly  from  Lida  toward  Swentziany, 
laight  then  have  been  made  prisoner.  Pajol  drove 
him  to  Osmiana^  but  he  escaped  by  Smorgoni: 
Nothing  but  his  baggage  was  taken ;  and  Napoleon 
laid  the  blame  on  Prince  Eugene,  althojogh  he  had 
himself  prescribed  to  him  every  operation. 

But  the  army  of  Italy,  the  Bavarian  army, 
the  first  corps  and  the  guard  occupied  and  sur- 
rounded Wilna.  There  it  was  that,  lying  dowh 
to  inspect  his  maps  (which  he  was  obliged  to  do 
on  account  of  the  short  sight  which  he  shared 
widi  Alexander  the  Great  and  Frederic  the  Second), 
Napoleon  traced  the  course  of  the  Russian  army ; 
it  was  divided  into  two  irregular  masses  :  one  with 
its-  emperor  towards  Drissa,  the  other  with  Bagra- 
tion^  who  was  still  in  the  direction  of  Myr. 

Eighty  leagues  beyond  Wilna,  the  DUna  and  the 
Qoristbenes  separate  Lithuania  from  old  Russia. 
At  first,  these  two  rivers  run  parallel  to  each 
other  from  east  to  west,  leaving  between  them  an 
interval  of  about*  twenty<^five  leagues  of  an  unequal, 
wiQody^  and  marshy  soiL  They  arrive  in  that  man-^ 
ner  from  Uie  interior  of  Russia,  on  its  frontiers ;  at 
tUf  poKBt^  at  tlito  same  distance,  and  as  if  in  concert, 
they  both  turn  off;  the  one  abruptly  at  Orcha  to-- 
wwds  the  south;  the  other,  near  Witepsk,  towards 
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tlie  iiorth-*we$t»  It  is  in  that  direction  thut  thai/ 
course  traces  out  the  frontiers  of  Lithuania  and 
Old  Russia. 

The  narrow  space  which  these  two  riyers  lea?d 
between  them  before  taking  these  opposite  direct 
tions  seem^  to  constitute  the  entrance^  and  as  it 
were  the  gates  of  Muscovy*  It  is  the  focus  of 
the  jToads  which  lead  to  the  two  capitals  of  ihal 
empire. 

AH  the  attention  of  Napoleon  was  directed  t6 
that  point.  By  ihe  retreat  of  Alexander  upmi 
Drissa,  he  Ibresaw  that  which  Bagration  would  mt* 
tempt  to  make  from  Grodno  towards  Witepsk^ 
through  Osmiana,  Minsk,  aod  Docktoitzy,  or  by 
Boricof ;  be,  determined  to  prevent  it,  and  instantly 
pushed  forward  Davoust  towards  Minsk>  between 
tiif9se  two  hostile  bqdj;es,  .witiii  two  divisions  of  i»« 
faiMTy,  the  cuiraasief s  of  Valence,  aiud  several  bri« 
gades  of  light  cavalry. 

On  his  right,  the  k^ng  of  Westphalia  was  to  intb 
Bi^atioii  on  Davoijst,  who  would  out  off  his  covch 
munication  with  Alexander,  make  himvsumnder^ 
aod  get  possession  of  tbff  course  of  the  Boristhenes ; 
on  hiS'l^ft,  2i^uvat|  Oudinot,  and  Ney,  already 
befipdre  Drissa,  were  directed  to  keep  Barclay  aad 
his  emperor  in  their,  front;  he  himself  with  the 
iSfCiA  his  «:my,  the  army  of  Italy,  tli^'Bttvatiaii' 
aimy,  and  three  divisions  detached-  from  Davous^ 
was  to  march  upon  Witepisk  betwee^i  DiiVcmet  and 
Marat,  nearly  touching  both ;  in  this  manoMMr  pc^ 
netrating  and  interp0sing  between  the  two  hoatilft' 
annies,  ibrcing  kimscilf  between  them '-and  beyoi»d 
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thfsm;  in  short,  keeping  them  sepaiBte,  net  only 
by  that  central  positionj  but  by  the  uncertainty 
which  it  would  impart  to  Alexander  aa  to  which 
of  his  two  capitals  it  would  be  requisite  iCbr  him  to 
defend.     Circumstances  would  decide  the  rest. 

Such  was  Naptdeon's  plan  (m  the  10th  of  July  at 
Wiltta ;  it  was  written  in  this  ferrn  on  that  v^y  day 
under  his  dictation,  and  corrected  by  has  own  hand^ 
for  one  of  his  chiefs,  the  individual  who  was  moet 
eoneemed  in  its  exeentton*  Immediately,  the  move- 
ment, which  was  already  begun,  became  genenil*  *. 


sas 


CHAP.  VL 

The  king  of  Westphalia  then  passed  the  SiietMV 
at  Grodno,  with  a  view  to  repels  it  at  BielfttM^  to 
fiank  the  tight  of  Bi^iation,  put  him  to  the  foKt, 
and  pursue  him. 

This  Saxon,  WestpbaKan,  and  Polidat  army  had 
in  front  of  it  a  geaei-al  and  a  country  both  di^cult 
to  conquer.  It  fell  to  its -lot  to  inwde  the^  elov uteri 
plain  of  Lithuania :  thens  are  dbe  aounee  id  ihe 
rivers  which  empty  their  waters  into  the  SJHJk 
and  Baltic  seas.  But  the  aoil  there  i^  slow  m 
determining  their  iactinatton  and  their  cvrimAl(» 
so  that  the  waters  stagnate  and  overflow  thejCf^wi- 
try.  Some  narrow  causeways  had  been  thrpw<n 
over  those  woody  and  marshy  plains ;  they  tofmed 
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there  long  defileg,  which  Bagration  was  eaaiJf 
enabled  to  defend  against  the  king  of  Wesl^haUs. 
The  latter  attacked  him  carelessly ;  his  advanced 
guard  alone  three  times  encountered  the  enemy  at 
Nowogrodech^  at  Myr,  and  at  Romanof.  The  first 
rencontre  ^vras  entirely  to  the  advantage  of  the 
Russians;  in  the  two  others^  Latour*Maubourg 
remained  master  of  a  bloody  and  contested  field 
of  battle. 

In  the  meantime,  DaToust>  proceeding  from 
Osmiana>  extended  his  division  towards  Minsk 
and  Vigumen,  behind  the  Russian  general^  and 
made  himself  master  of  the  outlets  of  the  defiles^ 
in  which  the  king  of  Westphalia  was  compelling 
Bagration  to  engage  him« 

Between  this  general  and  his  retreat  was  a  river 
which  takes  its  source  in  an  infectious  marsh ;  it^ 
tmcertsin,  Iassj,  and  stagnant  course,  across  a  rotten 
Mil,  does  nol;  belie  its  origin;  its  muddy  waters 
flow  towards  the  jouth-east ;  its  name  possesses  a 
filial  celebrity,  for  which  it  is  indebted  to  our  mis- 
fortunes. 

The  wooden  bridges,  and  long  cauisieways,  which, 
for  the  purpose  of  approach»  it  was  necessary  to 
tiifow  over  the  adjacent  marshes,  abut  upon  a 
town  natwd  Borizoi^  situated  on  the  left  bank, 
mmi  on  the  Russian  side;  a  remark  applicable  to 
all  the  rivers  wluch  in  this  country  run  in  the  direc* 
tion  froax  one  pole  to  the  other,  their  eastern  bank 
eommaading  the  Asiatic,  their  western  the  Buro- 
peaa.  This  passage  was  important ;  Davoust  pre- 
dated Bagration  from  it  by  seizing  Minsk  on  the 
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8tli  of  July,  as  well  as  the  entire  country  from  tlie 
Vilia  to  the  Berezina  ;  accordingly  when  tTiatRus-^ 
sian  prince,  and  his  army>   recalled  by  Alexander 
to    the    north,    pushed    forward    their     piquets, 
in  the  first  instance   upon  Lida,   and  afterwards"^ 
successively  upon  Olzania,  Vieznowo,  Trohi,  Bol-*^ 
zoi,  and  Salesnicki.   they   came  in  contact   witfi  , 
Dayoust,  and  were  forced  to  fall  hack  upon  Iflieir * 
main  body;  then  bending  their  course  a  little  on  the 
tear  and  to  the  right,  they  made  a  new  attempt 
on  Minsk,  but  there  again   they  found  Davoust.  ^ 
A  feeble  fragment  of  that  marshal's  force  was  eh- , 
tering  one  gate  when  the  advanced  guard  of  Ba-., 
gration  priesented  itself  at  the  other,  anid  *  on '  flii8|^ 
the  Russian  retreated  again  into  his  marshes'^  io* . 
wards  the  soutlu  "  *    ".; 

At   this  intelligence,  observing  Bagratjon' aiid  ^ 
46,060  Russians  cut  off  from  the  army  of'AUx- 
ander,    and    enveloped  by    two  rivers  >n0WQ^ 
armies.  Napoleon   exclaimed,  ^  tKey'  ^  arje  mine. 
In  fact  only  three  marches  were  necessary^  ih^r-j 
der   to   enclose   Bajrration  within   an  impkssabie 

t^  1  '  •  *4  CAM 

ring.     But  Napoleon^  who  at  first  accused  Davoysr! 
of  su^ering  the  escape  of  the  left  wing,  or , %(* 
R^ssians  by  remaining  four  days   in  MirisK/ant 
afterwards,  with  more  justice, tne  ting  of  Wesi^fiaiiajr^ 
juist  then  placed  that  monarch  under  the  ora^n  of 
the  noarshal.    "This  change  was  made  too  iate,.anj^ 
came  in  the  midst  of  an  operation,  of  which  'it  was 
of  the  last  consequencelo  preserve  the  unity" 

This  order  arrived  at  \he  very  moment  wneiT* 
Bagration,  repulsed   from  Minsk,   had   no   other 
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9HM|t  qpoi  to  him  tlmn  a  long  and  lurrroW:  cause-, 
way*  It  occurs  on  the  marshes  of  Nieswig^ 
SilutSj  Glnsck^  and  Bobruisk.  Davoust  wrote  to 
the  lung  to  push  the  Russians  briskly  into  this 
defile,  the  issues  of  which  at  Glusck  he  was  about 
toooeupy.  Bagration  would  neyer  have  been  able 
to.  escape  from  it.  But  the  king,  already  irritated 
by  tbe  reproaches  which  his  uncertainty  and  dila- 
toriness  had  brought  upon  him,  could  not  suffer 
•  subject  to  be  his  commander;  he  quitted  his 
mrmys  without  leaving  any  one  to.  replace  him,  or 
without  even  communicating,  if  we  are  to  credit 
ThLxpmityto  any  of  his  generals  the  order  ifrhich  he 
bad  Jyost  received.  He  was  permitted  to  retire  into 
Wea^hfilia  without  his  guard ;  which  he  accord* 
ingly  cBd. 

.  Ifeaowhtle,  Davoust  vainly  waited  for  Baeration 
aft  OWck.  That  general,,  not  being  vigorously. 
pushed,  by  the  Westphalian  army,  had  the  option 
of,  loaking  a '  new  deiour  towards  the  south, 
to  rewli  Bobruisk,  cross  the  Berezina,  and  gain 
th^  B<Mry,  then  in  the  direction  of  Bickof. .  There 
a^^aiDi  ii  the  Westphalian  army  had  retained  its 
lea^C^  if  he  had  pressed  the  Russians  more 
rW^V^jf  he  had  displaced  them  at  Bickof,  when 
tKgjtjayie  iii  collision  with  Davoust  at  Mobile^ 
it  li  certai&  that  Bagration,  enclosed  between 
tl^  Wji|rtphalii^is,  Davoust,  the  Boristbenes,  and 
the  Bc^reaiiHi^  would  have  been  compelled  to  fight 
«r  to  surrender.  It  has  been  %een  that  the  Russian 
could  not  uass  the  Berezina  at  Bobruisk, 
;^C!ach  the  Boristbenes,  except  in  the  direction 
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of  NoYO-BiclH>f,  forty  leagues  to  the  ^uth  of  Ohriia, 
and  sixty  leagues  trbm  Witepsk,  whtdk  it  was  Jus 
objeot  to  reach* 

Fioditig  himself  driven  so  far  >  out  of  his  Madk, 
he  hai^iened  to  regain  it>  by  re-aseending  the 
Boriafiienes^  to  Mohilef.  Bat  there  ogaito  lie  en- 
countered DkTou9t,  who  had  anticipated  him'  at 
Lida  by  passing  the  Berezina  at  the  same  point  ils 
Charles  XIL  had  fbrmeriy  done. 

This  marsfaaly  hoWerer,  did  not  wait  fer  the 
Russian  prince  on  the  road  to  Mohilef.  He  "be- 
lieved  him  to  be  already  on  the  left  bank  ef  <  the 
Boristhenas.  Their  mutual  surprise  iunled  >ili 
the  first  instance  to  the  advantage  of  Bagratioii^ 
who  cat  off  a  regiment  of  hia  light  cITraliyi  At 
that  time  Bagration  hod  with  him  SOflOO  meh, 
Davoust  IS^^OOa  The  latter  chose  an  eten^tfted 
ground^  defbnded  by  a-  ravine^  and  flanked  ii^y  ivi^ 
woods.  The  Russians  had  no  means  of  extendtc^ 
themselves  on  the  field  of  battle;  tfaeyv  nevei^fadess^ 
accepted  the  diallenge.  Tfae^  numbers  werb  there 
useless ;- they  attacked  like  men  sure  of  vidtoi^; 
they  did  not  even  think  of  profiting  by^  die  wMds^ 
in  order  to  turn  Davoust^i  tight.  -  n 

The  Muscovites  say  that>  id  the  middfe^  irf  the 
contest,  thef  '  were  sdaed  by  a  ptale  at  the  idcaref 
finding  themadves  in  die  p^esraoe  of  Mi^Kdqan; 
for  each  of  the  enemy^s  genendf  iteagikied  bihi 
toibe  opposed  to  ifcem ;  Bli^tdioii  at  Mdhflef ^  -  and 
Barclay  at  Driasa,  He  Was  MBeved  to  ^be  in  aH 
places  at  01100;  so  greatly  does  renown  m^gvoly 
the  flsan  of  gemus!  ^o  strangely  does  it  ffll  tlie 
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worlfl^  witii  hb  fame!  and  conrert  him  iirto  att 
^ibnipreftettt  and  attpevnatural  being  1 

The  attack  was  violent  and  obstinate  on  the  part 
it^tife  ikimans,  but  witboiit  scientific  combination, 
ftigratibn  was  roughly  repulsed^  and  again  com- 
•pelkd  to. retrace  his  steps.  He  finally  crossed 
-die  Bomthenes  at  Novo^JBickof,  through  whioh 
Jie.Ee*eBterad  the  Russian  interior^  kt  order  to 
unite  with  Barclay,  beyond  Smolensk. 

Napoleon  disdained  to  attribute  tins  escape  to 

tbe  alality  of  the  enemy's  general;  he  referred  it 

to  tfce  kmapacity  nf  his  own.  He  already  discovered 

.ihiit'librpreaence  was  necessary  every  wher^  whic& 

ffeudared  it  ^very  where  impossible. 

J  The  cinde  o£  his  operations  was  so  much'  en- 

Jii^e«l,  that, cMQpelled  as  he  was  to  remain  indie 

FfiflatMif  he  fetiled  m  effscting  a  due  degree  of  con- 

Awtz/widai  the  whole  of  the  circumlerende^ .  His 

j^Meeaki  eshausted  like  himself^  too  independent 

laCtoaciiaQitfaeri  too  mudi  detached,  and  at  the  same 

ilinie  -toO' dependent  upon  him,  ventured  to  do  little 

oi  themselves^  aiud  often  awaited  his  orders  la  a 

:iilele*' of  macti«ty . 

EBa  influence  beisanie  weakened,  by  bekig  ao 
-tHUkly  Afinedv/  It  was  necessary  to  possess  an 
.'•iqpiBidsd  nocribi^terr.the  pwpose  of  inspiring  ao 
r  eo^ioitiA  4>bed3^  ihib/  vsast  as  it  wis,  was  ndt  auf- 
f  AieMlBsr'Ae  pmrpMe. 

bn^Alftia*  toigtii^OK  Hbe  lMk4('i\Aj;,  the  w4iole 
iJanof  wtoiii^«K»tio4L  .^Wlnle  evMy^iag^dJbp«nd« 
%af;.Mi^mmom%%  tliua  int^pidtted  and  hurried  forwaid, 
>ile  Mfll  .tenMOftedat^Wflna/ which  he  caused  te^be 

M  a 


(     164    ) 

Ibrtified.  He  there  decreed^  a  lery  of  lithimniAti 
regiments.  He  established  the  duke  of'BassattSo 
as  governor  of  Lithuania^  and  as  the  centre  of  ti^ 
mittiBtrative^  political,  and  even  military  eo>mmutti^ 
eation  between  him,  Europe,  and  the  generaU 
Commanding  the  corps  d^armde  which  were  not^to 
follow  him  to  Moscow. 

This  ostensible  inactivity  of  Napoleon  at  Wilnii 
lasted  twenty  days.  Some  thought  that,  findinrg 
himself  in  the  centre  of  his  operations  widi  a  strong 
reserve,  he  awaited  the  event,  in  readifttess  to  direct 
that  body  either  towards  Davoust,  Mnrat,  or  Mac*- 
donald ;  others  thought  that  the  organizatiqn  of 
Lithuania^  and  the  politics  of  Europe;  to  whidi  he 
sir  as  more  proximate  at  Wilna,  retained  him  in 
that  city ;  or  that  he  did  not  see  any  obstaeles  wor* 
thy  of  Um  till  he  reached  the  Duna ;  a  circum- 
stance lA  which  he  was  not  deceived,  but  by  whidh 
he  was  too  much  flattered.  The  precipitate-  ev^  . 
enation  of  Lithuania  by  the  Hussians  seemed  to 
daasle  his  judgment ;.  of  this  Europe  will  he  "the 
best  judge;  his  bulletins  repeated  hb  wordsir   • 

**  Here  then  is  that  Russian  empire^  so:fbnmdable 
at  a  distance !  It  is  a  desert,  for  which  its  scaittered 
population  is  wholly  insufficient.  IChey  wiftbe'ven^ 
qnishsd  by  the  very  extent  of  terrstoryj  whkh^uiflit 
to  de£snd  them«  They  are  barbainans.'  Tliey  ajt% 
scarcely  possessed  of  arms.  .  They  hnv«  no  jrecnti^ 
in  readiness.  Aiexander  will  ffequiM  miore  time* to 
toUect  them. dun  he  required-  in  order  to  teach 
Mmcov  J  It  is  true  l^at^  frmn  the  i  moment  of  tbe 
passage  of  the  Niemen,  an  inekment  atniolpker^ 
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IumI  dbekig^d  or  .dried  up  the  uuslieltered  soil;  but 
tlm  enlbmity  is  less  ^n  obstacle  to  the  rapidity  of 
our  advaaee>  than  an  impediment  to  the  flight  of 
the  Rttfisians.  They  are  conquered  without  a  com* 
bai  by  their  weakness  alone ;  by  the  memory  of 
cmr  victories,  by  the  remorse  which  dictates  the 
restitution  of  that  Lithuania,  whidi  they  haye  ac« 
quired  neidier  by  peaee  nor  war,  but  solely  by 
treachery/' 

To  these  motives  of  the  stay,  pmrhaps  too  much 
protracted,  whidi  Napoleon  made  at  Wilna,  thosfe 
who  were  nearestto  his  person  have  added  another; 
They  said  to.  each  other  that  a  genius  so  vast  as 
his,  and  always  increasing  in  activity  and  audacity, 
was  not  now  seconded  as  it  had  been  formerly  by  a 
vigorous^onstitution. 

Tbey  were  alarmed  at  no  longer  finding  their 
chief'  insensible  to  the  heat  of  a  burning  atmo* 
sphere;  and  they  remarked  to  each  other  with 
mefamdioly  forebodings,  the  tendency  to  corpulence 
bif  which  has  frame  was  now  distinguished ;  the  sure 
sign  of  a  premature  debility  of  system. 

Some  of  them  attributed  this  to  his  frequent 
tBe  of  the  btith.  They  were  ignorant,  that,  far 
bmai  being  a.  habit  of  luxujry,  this*  had  become  to 
Un  an  iadispecisable  reHef  from  a  bodily  ailment 
of .  a  sbrious .  and  akrmtng  character,  which  his 
patfqr  carelaUy  concealed,  in  order  not.  to  exoite 
anA  cncpectattons  in  his  adversaries. 

Such  is  the  inevitable  and  unhappy  inflnenee  of 
tlie  most  trivial  causes  over  the  destiny  of  aatiaus. 
It  ,ariH  be  shortly  seen,  when  the  profoundest^cam'- 
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binations,  which  ought  to  have  seculred  the  success 
of  the  boldest^  and  perhaps  the  mbi^t  useful  eii- 
terprize  in  a  European  point  of  view,  come  to  be 
developed ; — how,  at  the  decisive  moniCTtt,  on  the 
plains  of  the  Moskwa,  nature  -  paraljrsed  geniuls, 
and  the  man  was  wanting  to  the  hero.  The  nu- 
merous battalions  of  Russia  were  then  insufficient 
to  defend  her ;  a  stormy  day,  a  sudden  attack  of 
fever,  were  her  salvation* 

It  will  be  only  just  and  proper  to  revert  to 
this  observation,  when,  in  examining  the  picture 
which  I  shall  be  forced  to  trace  of  the  battle  of 
the  Moskwa,  I  shall  be  found  repeating  all  the 
complaints,  and  ev«n  the  reproaches,  which  au  un- 
usual  inactivity  and  languor  extorted  from  the  moat 
devoted  friends  and  constant  admirers  of  this  great 
man.  Most  of  them,  as  well  as  those  who  have 
soibsequently  given  an  account  of  the  batCl^, 
were  unaware  of  the  bodily  sufferings  of  a  chief, 
who,  in  the  midst  of  his  depression,  exerted  him- 
self to  conceal  their  cause.  That  which  was  emi- 
nently a  misfortune,  these  narrators  have  'desig- 
nated as  a  fault. 

Besides,  at  800  leagues  distance  from  one^s 
hpme,  after  so  many  fatigues  and  sacrifices,  at  the 
instant  when  victory  escaped  from  their  grasp,  arid 
a  frightful  prospect  revealed  itself,  it  was  natural 
to  expect  severity  of  judgment ;  and  the  judges  had 
suffered  too  much  themselves,  to  allow  theirs  to  be 
imjpartial. 

As  for  myself,  I  shall  not  conceal  what  I  wit- 
nessed, in  the  persuasion  that  truth  is  of  all  tributes 
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OuA  whieii  is  i^lone  worthy  of  a  great  man ;  of  that 
iUiiftBiQU3  .captaui^  who  had  so  often  extracted 
prpdigious  adtaatageB  from  every  occurrence^  not 
coLcepting  his  reverses;  of  that  man  who  raised 
himself  to  iso  great  an  eminence^  that  posterity  will 
scarcely  be  enaUled  to  distinguish  the  shadow 
Uttaclied  to  a  glory  so  brilliant 
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MnA)9TiM£9  he  was  apprised  that  his  orders  were 
.|[ulfill04»  ^i^  ftrmy  united,  and  that  a  battle  claimed 
.li}s.prea«nce.  He  at  length  departed  from  Wilna 
^ibe  l6th  of  July,  at  half-pftst  eleven  at  night; 
jbe. stopped  at  Sw^ntziani,  while  the  heat  of  the 
.17th)9w  most  expressive ;  on  th^  18th  he  was  at 
IQalK^o^ ;  ^Ung  up  his  residence  at  a  monastery, 
.wliQPce  ha  observed  that  the  village  which  it  com- 
naoded  boije  .isi<»e^  r^emUance  to  an  assemblage 
^j»v«ge  huto  tb(iii  to  E^uropean  habitations, 
i^Ab  addi^^s  of  the  Russians  to  the  French  soldiers 
liad  411st  been  dispersed  through  his  army.  The 
jbttst  read  in  it  some  severe  truths,  the  force  of 
wUoh  W4IS  iuq^aired  by  a  nugatory  and  uifskilful 
lATitaiion  to  desert. 

His  anger  was  excited  at  its  .perusal ;  in  his  first 
agitation,  he  dictated  a  reply,  which  he  tore; 
then  another,  which  experienced  the  same  fate; 


ia  the  jp»m&l0»  tundbr  <  the .  stgnsture  bf  a  i  Fmbi^I 
gr4^s4idr^  Jn.'thbiinaliaflr  Jia  ^icUAoi  evte/tiut 
x^^t  trivial  kMcrs,  tvivoh  uiraed  irdm  .fai»  oahinb 
«vlromhJ0:sii9ffj  he  ^perpetutiUy  r<|diic6d  fais.Hii^. 
mla^3  and  Befthiertoiheeonditicn  of  hebg^rroeiie 
secretaries ;  his  mind  still  retained  its  activity,  ipolH 
withstanding  his  sinking  frame ;  thair  vaMn,  hiw- 
everj  began  to  fail ;  and  this  wa»  one  cause  o£  max\ 
mjfifertunes.  '  i 

In  the  midst  of  this  occupation,  he  learned  that 
Barclay  had  on  the  18th.  abaodoned  his  ttm^.at 
Dris^a>  and  that  he  was  marching  towards  Witepsfc^ 
Thjfi  movement  opened  his  eyes.  •  Detained'  by. 
the  check  which  Sebastiani  had  received  n^ai) 
t|ie  Diiaa,  and  more  especially  by  the  rains  and 
ba4  state  of  the  road^  he  pitobaUy  found  (didai^ 
perhaps  too  late)  that  the  occupation  of  Witepod; 
Vas  ufgent  and  decisive ;  that  that  city  dkoe  watr 
e^^ineittly  aggressive,  inasmuch  as  it  separated'  the- 
tfro  hostile  rivers  and  armies^  Fromtiiat  pDaition>) 
he  would  be  enabled  to  turn  tibebrefcea  amyHof- 
his  riiral^  out  him  off  from  hie  eeuthera  provincei^ 
mid  crush  hie  weaknet»  with  eupertoar  fonnu 
He  congladed  that»  if  Barclay  had  atxti<^pated  hsm> 
in  reaching  that  capital,  he  woUld  ideuli^tlaaai 
defend  it;  and  there  perhaps  be  was  to^expeet^ 
that  so-mm;h-K)oyettd  victory  whkh  had  e9aap6d> 
I^m  on  the  Vilia*  He,  therefore^  instantly  directed 
att  hi$  corps  an.  Beseenkowiczi ;  thither  he  sttm^^ 
moned  Murat  and  Ney,  who  were  then  near  Polotsk, 


(    t6&    ) 

ham  JSbaiib6Ua€ii(yAi^eimi  wd»  stitfOHAled  hy  )m 
^noBd^  tfce  JtadiitnraiTiDy^  aad'tteeA^'divMoili^  de^ 
Mbiiad  /fromii  DaivoiBrtO  to  Kamen,  ^  always  in*  ti  ealr« 
ttqf6/jextt^tr  dnriag^the  niglbt^teitlM^r  from  nece»« 
Bitgr,  ^  pethftps  vith'  a^  vwfe  to  keep  hn  soldierar 
iBigneraioe  of  the  inability  ef  thefar  chief  to  pai^ 
tidpate  thtdr  &ti^0. 

"Till  tiiat  tifM^  the  greater  part  of  the  artiiy  had 
pDoceeded  with  astmishment,  at  finding  Ha  .enemy; 
they  had  now  become  habituated  to  the  circum-* 
ifaOMA  wSy  day. the  novelty  of  the  placeei,  and 
^ptftmoee  to  get  to  their  journey's  end>  occu« 
pied'tlMiir  attention;  at  night  the  neeeBsity  o^ 
o^omqgf.or  iiakingfor  themaelves  a  place  of  shel* 
tn9  of  findfadg  food,  andi  dreflS^ing'  it.  The  soldiers' 
weeeao^nodt  engaged  by  bo  many  oaresythat  they- 
oiipideredtlMnBeivesless  en^Ioyed  in  making  WBtt- 
tfcap^  ^  a  troublesome  journey ;  but  if  the  war  audi 
AeeMnrf  if^re  to  fall  b&ck  always  thus,  how  much 
fatther  mist  they  go  in  search  of  them  i  At  length 
on>tlie.ft5th'tfae  report  of  cannon  was  Jieard,  ctnd 
tke  ^vmy  mweHk  as  ^e  emperOr  indulged  their  hopes 
uCtiai'vietQry  and  peace.  This  was  in  the  *^irec« 
timoof  Benei^wieat.  Prince  Eugene  had  th6feF^ 
6BsauntBg<d  Dootorof,  who  con^nanded  Barday^s^ 
P8»^tfd.  t  'Jtt  following  his  leader  ttom  Pc^^ 
kM[-'to*fWitepdk:>  he  cleared  his  Way  on  the 
l6ft:lMHDk  «tf  the  Dana,  to  Bessienkowicssi;  the 
IMgecof  ^  which  he  ibarnt  as  he  retired*  l%e 
nieroy^idn^ci^tttringtfais  town,  came  in  sig^C  of 
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ihe  Duna,  and  re-establighed  the.  passage ;  tbe^few 
Russian  troojls  left  in  observation  on  the- other  ml.e 
feebly  opposed  the  operation*  •  When  Napoleon 
cont^nplated  for  the  first  time  this  riTvr,  his  new 
conquest^  he  censured  sharply,  and  not  unjustly, 
the  defective  construction  of  the  brid^,  wldch 
made  him  master  of  tii0  two  banks. 

It  was  no  puerile  vanity  which  indaced  him  to 
cross  that  river,  but  anxiety  to  see  with  his  own 
eyes  h<yw  far  the  Russian  army  had  proceeded  on  its 
march  from  Drissa  to  Witepsk,  and  wheliier  he  might 
not  attach  it  on  its  pas^e^  orantidpate  its  anrivfl 
at  the  latter  city«  But  the  direction  tafa^n  'by  the 
enemy's  rear-guard,  and  the'  inlbrmation  obtained 
from  some  prisoners,  convinced  him  that  Barclay 
had  been  before*hand  with  faini;  that  he  had  left 
Wittgenstein  in  front  of  Oudinot,  and  that  the 
Russian  general4n-chief  was  in  Witepdk.  He  was^ 
indeed,  already  prepared  to  dilute  the  posseaiion 
of  the  defiles  wluch  >eover  that  capital  with'  -Na** 
poleon. 

Napoleon  having  observed  on  the  rigdliti>ank  a( 
the  river  nothing  but  the  rasoains  of  a  rear-^gpaodjie^ 
turned  to  Beszenkowicsi.  His  various  divisions  arr- 
rived  there  at  the  same  time  i>y  the  nort&era  aii4 
western  roads.  His  orders  of  march  had  'be^as 
executed  with  so  much  precision,  that  alLthe  coirpa 
which  had  left  the  Niemen,  at  iififflbrent  ^pQQl|a» 
and  by  different  routes,  notwithstanding  obBfadles 
of  every  description^  after  a  month  of  separation^ 
and  at  a  hundred  Jeagues  distance  from  the  poipit 
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of'l^eir  depfttrture^  found  thtoiselves  all  reunited 
Mt  Beszetkko^iie^y  where  tbey  ttmved  on  the  some 
dfty^  and  nearly  at  the  same  hour. 

'Great  disorder  was  naturally  the  result ;  nume^ 
rous  columns  of  cavalry^  infantry,  and  artillery 
^rieAented  themselves  on  all  sides;  contests  took 
place  for  precedence ;  and  each  corps,  exas- 
perafted  with  fbtigue  and  hunger^  was  impa* 
tifeiM;  to  get  to  its  destination.  Meanwhile,  the 
streets  were  blocked  up  with  a  crowd  of  order- 
Ites,  stalTofficers,  valets,  saddle-horses,  and  baggage. 
^Pbey  ran  through  the  city  in  tumultuous  groups ; 
ttoie  looking  for  provisions,  others  for  forage,  and 
a  few  for  lodgings ;  there  was  a  constant  crossing 
ind  jostling;  and  as  the  inflnx  augmented  every 
faistant,'  chaos  in  a  shovt  time  reigned  throoghout. 

In  one  quarter,  aides^i^caH/ip^  the  bearers  of  ur- 
gent orders,  vaihly  sought  to  force  a  passage ;  the 
f  olAenr  wer^  deaf  to  th^ir  rdmonstrabces,  and  even 
to  their  ordei^s :  hence  arose  quarreSs  and  out- 
cries ;  the  noise  of  which  united  with  the  beat- 
ibg  of  drums,  the  oaths  of  <^e  waggoners,  the  rum* 
V&og  of  the  baggage^carts  and  cannon,  the  coib- 
ttaadB  of  the  i^ffitters,  and  finally,  with  the  tumott 
of  the  regular  cOiitests  which  took  place  in  the 
konses,  the  entMnces  of  which,  while  one  party  at* 
MJttpted  to  force,  others,  already  established  there, 
pl^epsired  to  defend. 

'  At' length,  towards  midnight,  all  these  masses, 
wiiidi  were  nearly  confounded  together,  got  disen- 
tangled;  the   accumulation  of  troops   gradually 
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mpvftdoif  ia  tbd.direotiati  of  0«irMvoQ>  or  poUmd. 
into  BasMoJu^wicei ;  and  the  m^at  profound  sitenee 
9U<xeoded  the  most  frigbtful  titmult. 

Thisr  great  jooneentration,  the  multipit0d  or- 
ders which  came  from  all  parte,  the  rapidity  with 
which  the  various  eorps  were  pushed  forward,  erea 
^ripg  the  night—all  announced  the  expectation 
qf  a  battle  on  the  fo)lowing  day.  In  finest,  Nap<deon 
pot  haying  been  able  to  anticipate  the  Russians  ih 
the  possession  of  Witepskt  was  determined  to  foroe 
them  from  that  position ;  but  the  latter,  after  haw 
iqg  entered  by  the  right  bank  of  the  Duivi»  had 
passed  through  that  city,  and  were  npw  cam^i'le 
ipeeit  hipo^  in  order  to  defend  the  longde61e3  whA^h 
prjp<tect  itf 

On  t^e  ^t^h  of  July,  Murat  pioceeded  t«rwj(ndi 
Q^trfwx^p.wiib  bis  cavalry.  At  the  diatance  of  two 
l/^l^u^s  from  that  village,  Doi^on,  Du  Co^l^quci^ 
Qaf ignan»,  and  the  8tb  hussars,  were  advancing^,  ift 
(olumA  upon  a  broad  road,  lin^dby  adomUa  ito^  of 
large  birph  tMes.  These. hussaA  wem  ne4r  ije^oht 
ijOg.  the  suinmit  of  a  bill,  on.  whidi  they  co^d  o^lji 
g^t  a :  glimpse  of  th|e.  weakfMSt  portion  of  a  dorpft) 
composed  of  three  regiments  of  ,<eavali!y  oitbecBmr 
sian  guardi  and  ^ix  pieoes  of  ennnont  TheUf^  w%t 
n^ot  a  jsiiqgle  pfliepoyan  to ;cot^.  thflir  ^ine*;        r;  j  nl 

Tl)(e;  cploMlff  of  the  $th  »na§^npd.  diie|Melvlit ;  pc^t 
ceded  by  two  regimanta  of  th$ir  dii^isipn^  wbi4l| 
ItadAi^arched  across  the  fields^  of):  the  right -and^^^eft 
ef  the  road,^  and.  frc^n  the.vM?V(  of  which  they  \f^^ 
precluded  by  tli^,  bordering  t^^.   But  the^  <iQfptk 
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i»d  Imlted ;  anitlidStii^  already  consider abtyiti  ad^ 
TMMsa  of  them^KaU  kept  uarehiiig  on,  persuaded  that 
what  it  perceived'  t^otlgk  tlie 'trees^  at  1£0  paces 
diftaKiice>  in  its  frotit^  were  these  two  regiments^  of 
which,  widMut  being  aware  of  it^  it  had  got  the 
start. 

•  The  immobility  of  the  Russians  completed  the 
^er? or  into  which  the  chiefs  of  the  8th  had  faHen. 
The  ofder  to  charge  seemed  to  them  to  be  a 
aistidte;  they  sent  an  officer  to  reconnoitre  the 
tiodp  which  was  before  them,  and  still  marched 
on  without  any  distrust.  Suddenly  they  beheld 
their  <xffioer- sabred,  knocked  down,  made  prisoner, 
aai  the  enetcry's  cannon  brought  to  bear  upon 
their  hussars.  They  now  hesitated  no  longer/ a;tid> 
withtfttt  losing  tifob  to  extend  their  line  unddr  the 
wmnAf^u  ftre>  they  dashed  throng  the  iike^, 
andrvitahed  fbvward  to  e^Ktinguilrh  it.  At  the 
ftrali  ^OMt,  they  seised  the  cannon,  dispersed  th^ 
tegimetit  that  was  m  the  centre  of  the  enemy^rf 
Bti^  «ild  destroyed  it.  During  the  disorder  of%Us 
4if«i  sMeMj  they  observed  the  Russian  regimeftt 
Mitib»  right,  which  they  had  passed,  remainttig 
ittittiofftless  wMi  astonishment;  upon  this,  tfady  ire^ 
tttnied>'fbld  attMkifkg  it  in  the  rear,  dispersed  it 
In  the  nddst^wF  llhls  second  victory,  they  pefrcisired 
ii«!thiifd*Mg|iln^nt  oto  the  enemy^s  left,  which  was 
^Mtif;  way 'in  conftision,  and  seeking  to  retreat ; '  to- 
tftttdllAdsithiitfitoMny' they  briskly  returned,  WitU 
iS  tM^ltaeii  th«y<^cMild  muster,  and  attacked  antf 
dispersed  it  Itf  the  tn^dbt  of  its  retreat. 

Animated  by  this  success,  Murat  drove  the  ene< 
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my  into  the  wood  of  Ostvowno,  wbsre  it'seemed  to 
conceal  itself.  That  monarch  endeayoured  to  peM^ 
trate  ilie  wood^  but  a  strong  resktance  obstructed 
the  attempt. 

The  position  of  Ostrawno  was  w^U  chosen  and 
commanding ;  those  posted  there  could  see  wtshoni 
bemgseen;  it  intersected  the  main  road ;  it  had  the 
Dunaon  the  right,  a  ravine  in  front,  and  thick  yio(^9 
on  its  sur&ce  and  on  the  left  It  was,  moree^er,  hi 
comnranicatiott  with  magazines ;  it  covered  them,  at 
wefl,  as  Witepsk,  the  capital  of  tihese  regions,  whiA 
Ostermann  had  hurried  to  defend. 

On  his  side,  Marat,  always  as  prodigal  of  his  li^, 
whkh  was  now  that  of  a  victorious  king,  as  he  had 
fcirmerly  been  when  only  an  obscure  s^Mkr,  puri 
sisted  in  attacks  upon  these  woods,  notwithstdndbl^^ 
the  hearyflre  which  proceeded  from  them*  But  be  W  as 
Soon  made  sensible  that  aftirious  onset  was  fruitl^ijik 
here.  The  ground  carried  by  the  htissars  of^the  8(ll 
was  disputed  with  him,  and  his  advlance-eoltrinii^, 
ebmposed  of  the  divisions  Bruy feres  and  SMnt 
Oermaitt)  mA  of  the  8  th  corps  of  infantry,  was  cbm^ 
peBed  to  maintain  itself  there  agail^st  an  army.  ' 

They  defended  themselves  as  victors  '^*Mtfys 
do,  by  littaekifig.  Etich  hostile  corps,  as  it  pi^ 
iented  itself  to  assail  our  flanks,  wasintum  aSSstuK^. 
Vhtk  «avalry  were  driven  back  inttt  fl>e  UocidSr, 
snrfd  Mitiiir  infantry  lHH>ken  at  the  poStit  ^f  life 
8^bre«  Om  troops  neii/wth^se^  w^k  ^(ing  "A^ 
tigved  wf^  victory,  wh«n  (^  tlivision  DekdM 
arrived;  the  king  promptly  pushed  it  lorwai^'ott 
th^  right,  toward  the  fine  of  tlte  enemy^s  re4ffeat. 
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who  now  bMfKM  uBteatyy  and  no  iongar  disputed 
the  victory. 

I  Tbe»  defiles  are  several  leagues  in  length*  The 
same  evening  the  viceroy  rejoined  Mnrat,  and  thd 
next  day  they  found  the  Russians  in  a  new  {K»itioD. 
Pahlen  and  Konowniizin  had  united  with  Oster^ 
mnnn*  After  having  repulsed  the  Russian  left^  the 
tw^  French  princes  were  pointing  out  to  the  troopi 
of  thor  right  wing  the  position  which  was  to  serve 
iJBMaMtEkpokU  dl'appKiV  firumwhichi^hey  wcaretomake 
the  afttadc,  when  suddenly  a  great  clamour  arose 
on  their  left ;  theilr  eyes  were  instantly  turned  that 
wny-;  the  cavalry  and  infantry  of  that  wing  had 
tmkse  eoaiein  contact  with  the  enemyt  and  had  been 
tiRiee.ie|Miked;  tfaaRossians,  emboldened  by  this 
mfiie$B^  were  issuing,  in  multitudes^  and  with  f tigbtr 
fvl.  4mtir  &Mn  their  woods*  The  audaetty  and 
UxmWi  of  attack  had  passed  over  to  them,  while 
1^0  French,  exhibited  the  uncertainty  and,  srstonishr 
nsfpt' of  defence.      .  , 

,  ,4;^battalion  ^f  Croats,  and  the  fi4fth  nB^menti 
vufnly^  attempted  to.  make  a  stand ;  their  line.gfiar 
dually  decreed;  thegronnd  in  front  of  them  .was 
s^Bapiid  ,wath:. their  d^^;  behind  them,  tfbe .plain 
MM9t  coTered  with  their  wounded^  who  had  cetiired 
%gVPi,tbe<balftle,;wit|i  those  who  earned  them,  and 
wp^'9uuq!(  otherS|i  who,  under  th&ploft  of  supporih 
ifg  the  woQiide^y  or.  of  being)  woupdnd  tbamaeli^ei^ 
snecMsiviely  abandoncid  their  tanks.  A  rout  accord* 
ifg^  y^pgnu  Already  the, artillery  corps,. who  nre 
ldjraiya.pcked  men,  percfiving  themselvea  no  longer 
Siapported,  began  retiring  with  their  pieces;  a  few 
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flight  towards  tb^  wme  defile,  were  rumung  ilgmst 
each  other.;  thence,  resulted  a  confasiQii,  ia  which 
the  Toieqs  and  the  efforts  of.their  officers  weM 
lort)  and  where  all  the  elements  of  resistance  w we 
coofoonded  and  roidered  useless. 

It  is  said  that  Murat,  on  seeing  this,  dartM 
Cgirward  in  front  of  a  r^imtat  of  Polish  lanciecs ; 
and  that  the  latter,  excited  hy  the  presence  of  the 
fcingi  anioHtted  by  his  words/ and,  moreoTer,  tirsM* 
ported  with  rage  at  the  sight  of  the  Russiawt,  f^^ 
lowed  him  precipitately.  Murat  had  only  wiahf^  to 
•timulate  them  and  inq>el  them  i^ainst  theeneQi^^ 
ha  had  no  intention  of  throwing  himself  with  th^ 
into  the  midst  of  a  conflict,  ia  which  he  would  neitbH^ 
W.jErfd^  to  see  nor  to  command;  but  th^rPolisk 
laMes  were  ready  couobed  and  eoikkensed.  JbdiiaA 
bbv^f  -they  covered  the  ^hole  width  .of  th^.gijMin^t. 
iM4ibo|^  pnsh^dhWnb^fore  them  with  aUihwajiifftty 
of  their  steeds ;  he  could  neitbef  detach  hHMtlC'^Vl 
Hifwa  nor  atop ;  ho  had  no  resoiuroe  bill  Aa^  ^W^ 
uft  fnont  of  the  regiment,  just  when  h<».  had  .stiH 
^QP^  himself  in  order  4p.hara|»guo  it ;  a  cesMMft 
to  which,  lifcf»  ia  true  ^Qld«er>  be  wl^lMd  W^li<tiM 

llfit  pOUsible  gr^Ce»  .      .;    ;.    >    wi.Jk 

..  Al.  the  aamei  .tlme^  'general. A«t|u>iiard.4MiiiAi» 
laa^arliUMyiwii.r.and  ^xki^  fiufene  40vtbo»lMMa 
wig<liiint>  'wUeh  he  Mdtred  to  a4^aiife«l  anlTlhfi 
amahry  of  iganeral  Fir^ieneovntesed  mk  4gumA 
the  left,  «f  ^e  ^einy^     FiAstnne  hsLnii^  ^tl^ 
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1lbwever;iljey  penevered  on  tbe  leftin  defietiABi^ 
i  ihXSt  wood/  the  adranced  ^sition  of  ndnch  «ii- 
atmciied  on  our  line«  The  9Sd  regiment,  iniiniidated 
}ff"f!tke  heavy  fire  which  issued  from  it^  and  hewil* 
dered  by  a  shower  of  halls,  remained  ifaimoreable, 
Bttther  daring  to  adrance  nor  retreat,  restrained  Irjr 
two  opposite  fears^the  dread  of  danger  and  the 
dread  of  shame — and  avoiding  neither  one  nor  the 
odier;  hot  the  duke  d'Abrantes  hastened  to  re<^ 
alrilaate  them  by  hb  i¥ords,  and  generaiRonssel  by 
hit  oMttiple ;  and  fiie  wood  was  camed4  * 

^  this  success,  a  strong  column  which  had  ad-. 
vateed  on  our  rights  in  order  to  turn  it,  was  itself 
fttraed ;  M urat  perceived  this,  and  instantly  draw- 
sword,  exclaimed,  ^' Let  the  bravest  follow 
r  •  Bm  this  territory  b  intersected  wi^  raVineiJ 
*iifaAi''piNrteeted  the  reiareat  of  the  Russians,  who 
aS  ittfined  into  a  forest  of  two  leagues  iti  dipthj 
wUdhiMistiie  last  natural  curtain  which  cdnceakfd 
WlMfM^k  froM  our  view.  > 

Aftw  S6  Warm  n  contest,  the  king  of  Naples  and 
th^  viMMy  were  hesitatbg  about  committing  thenfH 
M  6o  covered  a  country,  when  the  emperor 
up :  b6th  hMtened  to  his  presence,  in  order  td 
ahow  him  what  had  been  done,  and  what  still 
j<lnalwi  if  -to-  tw^-dopfc  NapokoBi  imntfedittely 
MM*idad  tiM  highest  rising  gMund^  Which  was 
SiiimI  t»>^^e  eaiemyi  fVam  liience '  his 'gatfur^ 
iMwr  tsT€ty  obstacle,  soon-  panetrat^il  die 
r*  of  the  fevesis,  and  the  depths  of  Hie 
itilii  brfore  Um ;  he  g«ve  Ma  «vden  *w|tiUM|t 
lierifeation ;  and  the  same  woods  which  had  arreMed 
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the  audftoity  of  the  two  prinees,  were  truveraed  bom 
€014  to  end.  In  shorty  that  very  ewomg,  Witefksk 
might  have  discerned  from  the  summit  of  her  douUe 
eminence  our  light  troops  emerging  into  the  plfi(iii 
by.  which  she  is  surrounded. 

Here^  every  thing  contributed  to  stop  the  em- 
peror; the  Bight^  the  multitude  of  hoatije  fires 
which  cov^ered  the  pkin,  an  unknown  oountry, 
which  it  was  necessary  to  reconnoitre,  in  order  to 
direct  his  divisions  across  it,  and  especially  the  time 
requisite  to  enable  the  crowd  of  soldiers  to  disen- 
gage themselves  from  the  long  and  narrow  dei31e 
through  which  they  had  to  pass.  A  halt  was  there- 
fore ordered,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  breath>  re- 
connoitring, rallying,  refreshing,  and  getting  thek 
arms  ready  for  the  next  day.  Napoleon  sl^t  in  his 
tent,  on  an  eminence  to  the  left  of  the  main  rpad, 
and  behind  the  village  of  Kukowiaczi. 


^N^»«^i— ^Mf^j^M 


CHAP.  VIII.  '        r 

«  «  t  *  • 

1 

On  the  27th,  the  emperor  appeared  at  jthe  «)4. 
vapLced  posts  before  daylight;  its  first  niys^^- 
hibited  to  him  at  last  the  Russian  army  encafnp^ 
on  a  high  plain,  which  eommauds  all  the  i^vepues 
of  Witepsk^  The  river  Luczissa,  which  ha^  worn 
itself  a  deq>  channel,  marked  the  foot  of  this  piopp- 
tion«     In  advance  of  it  lOjOOO  horse  and  some  ia- 
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fittitry  ttadd  a  diow  of  defending  its  opproaehes ; 
Hie  infantry  of  the  eentre  was  cm  the  main  road; 
its  left  hi  woody  uplancb ;  all  the  caralry  to  the 
right  In  dolible  lilies^  supported  by  the  Diina. 

The  front  of  the  Russians  was  no  longer  opposite 
to  o0r  column^  but  upon  our  left ;  it  had  <^anged 
Ift  direction  with  that  of  the  river^  which  a  winding 
b'ttl  remored  from  us.  The  French  column^  after 
'baviBg  crossed,  by  means  of  a  narrow  bridge,  the 
tttvine  which  divided  it  from  the  new  field  of  battle, 
WM  obfiged  to  deploy  by  a  change  of  front  to  the 
left^  with  ^e  right  wing  foremost,  in  order  to  pre- 
Mn^  the  rapport  of  the  river  on  that  side,  and  so 
confront  the  enemy :  on  the  banks  of  this  ravine, 
4iear  the  bridge,  and  to  the  left  of  the  main-road, 
'4&eire  was  an  isolated  hillock  which  had  already 
MUvidted  the  notice  of  the  emperor.  From  that 
point  he  could  see  both  armies,  being  stationed  on 
the  flank  of  the  field  of  battle,  like  the  second  in 
a  duel. 

Two  hundred  Pariiaan  voUigeurs  of  the  9th  regi- 
ment of  the  line  were  the  first  to  debouch;  they  were 
immediately  pushed  forward  to  the  left,  in  front 
of  the  Russian  cavalry,  like  them  supporting  them- 
selves by  the  Diina,  and  marking  the  left  of  the  new 
talke$  ihMr  tCiH  horse  chasseurs  followed,  arid  then 
MnDtfU^ht  pieces.  -  The  Russians  coolly  allowed  us 
'WAefSkr^hefbie  them,  and  mature  our  attack. 
'^  Their  ihac^vity  was  fevourable  to  us ;  but  the 
Wig  ef^ Naples,  whose*  brain  was  int03cibated  by 
ttK  l^cMil  tiotice  he  atlrracted,  yielding  to  his 
ttiUtf"  'iBftpetuosity,    urged   the    chasseurs  of  the 

N  2 


n 


(     ISO    ) 

iGth on  the  wbole body  ^tiieBi»mftUGii;iraUy«  AM: 
eyes  beheld  with  terror  that  feeble  Fwuk^  lipe» 
brokea  on  its^  inarch  by  the  d^ep  raviaes  whieh  iar^ 
tersected  the  ground^  advance  to  attack  the  enemy'i 
masses*  These  unfortunate  men^  seeing  theiaselvea 
about  to  be  sacrificed,  proceeded  with  hesit&ttng^ 
steps  to  certain  destruction*  In  consequence,  at 
the  first  movement  made  by  the  landers  of  .the. 
Russian  guards  they  took  to  flight ;  but  the  ravine» 
which  it  was  necessary  to  pass,  obstructed  t^eit 
flight ;  they  were  overtaken,  and  precipitated  ioto- 
these  shoals,  where  many  of  them  perished;  the 
rest  took  shelter  near  the  53d  regiment  of  the  lijpie^ 
which  protected  them. 

This  successful  charge  of  the  lancers  of  tbe 
Russian  guard  had  carried  them  as  far  as  tiie  foot 
of  the  hillock  from  which  Napoleon  was  dweelmg 
tiie  different  c^ps*  Some  chasseurs  of  the  Freoeh 
guard  had  just  dismounted  from  their  hcffsefc  a^ 
cording  to  custom,  in  order  to  form  a  defetnsii^ 
circle  around  him;  a  few  dischai)ges  fr<vn  their 
carabines  drove  off  the  assailant  lanoftrs*  The  lat^ 
ter,  being  thus  repulsed, ,  encountered  OQ^  thejr  ire-. 
turn  the  two  hundred  Parisian  oo/4^^ir4>  whom  t^ 
flight  of  the  ]6th  horse  oha^seivs  had: left. iilm^ 
between  the  two  armies.  Tl^se  they  attasked,  and? 
all  eyes  were  instantly  fixed  on  the  engagements ' 

Both  an^ies  condudsd  this  body;  c^  ra^n  to  hm^ 
lost ;  but  though  inngle-handed^ ,  they,  did .  not? 
despair  of  themsdves.  In  the  first  instance,  thbir 
captains,  by  dint  of  hud  fightings  obtained  poi^ 
session  of  a  ground  intersected  by  cavils.,  and 
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tliiekets  wliieh  bordered  on  the  Diina ;  there  the 
uliole  party  instantly  iinited,  urged  by  their  warlike 
hMbite,  by  the  desire  of  mutual  support,  and  by  the 
Aen^et  which  stared  them  in  the  face.  In  that 
emergency,  ail  always  happens  in  imminent  dangers, 
e^di  looked  to  his  neighbour;  the  young  to  their 
elders,  and  all  of  them  to  their  chiefs,  in  order  to 
read  in  their  countenances  what  they  had  to  hope, 
to  fitBt,  or  to  perform :  each  aspect  was  replete 
itHh  confidence^  and  all,  relying  oh  their  comrades, 
i^rffod'at  the  same  time^more  upon  themselves. 

The  ground  was  skilfiilly  turned  to  account. 
Tlie'RQdsittn  lancers,  entangled  in  the  bushes,  and 
obstructed  by  the  crevices^  couched'  their  long 
laM^ei^in  vain ;  they  were  struck  by  our  people's  balls 
iHlile  they  were  endeavouring  to  penetrate  their 
cMltB,  and- £dl,  wounded,  to  the  earth  f  their  bodies, 
aiMith^seof  their  horses,  added  to  the  difficulties  of 
the  gmtnA.  At  length  they  retreated ;  their  flight, 
tht  •j6yM'  shodts  of  our  army,  the  crosses  of 
hMiterv  wMch  the  eniperor  immediately  sent  to  the 
btmvest'of  the  group,  his  words,  perused  by  all 
Etfrdj^^-Hftir  taught  these  valiant  soldiers  the  ex*' 
tekt  'Of  b  glory,  which  they  had  not  yet  estimated ; 
ndWn  afettone  genferally  appearing  quite  or^nary  to 
tboa&lwko-^^rfofrth  thefti.  They  imagined  them- 
selven^ofi  thd  point  cif  being  killed  or  taken ;  and 
ttmad  tlMntielTes  hlmost  at  th^  same  instant  vic- 
tmAaos*  ted  rewarded: 

ifMfetfiWfaile^itlleshrroy  of  Italy  and  the  cavalry  of 
Mttral^  folkWred  hf  three  divisions  of  the  first  corps, 
lrttil:h1llid'%eeti  co«tfi[ded>  since  thisy  left  Wilna,  to 
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count  Lobau^  attacked  the  mam-road  and  the  Woddk 
which  supported  the  enemy's  left.  The  engageJ- 
ment  was,  in  the  first  instance,  very  animated ;  brtt 
it  terminated  abruptly.  The  Russian  advanced 
guard  retreated  precipitately  behind  the  ravine  df 
the  JjUtzissa,  to  escape  being  thrown  into  it.  The 
enemy's  army  was  then  entirely  collected  on  ihfe 
opposite  bank,  and  presented  a  united  body  of 
80,000  men. 

Their  determined  countenance,  in  a  strong  posi- 
tion, and  in  front.of  a  capital,  deceived  Napoleon  i  he 
conceived  that  they  would  regard  it  as  a  poihi  of 
honour  to  maintain  their  ground.  It  was  only 
eleven  o'clbck ;  he  ordered  the  attack  to  cease,  m 
order  to  have  an  opportunity  of  exploring  the 
whole  front  of  the  line,  and  maturing  a  decisive 
battlie  for  the  next  day;  In  tiie  first  instance, 
he  proceeded  to  post  himself  on  a  rising  grotnftl 
itmong  the  light  tro6ps,  in  the  midst  of  whom  hfe 
Ireakfasted.  Thence  he  observed  the  enemy's  tLtiitj , 
one  of  whose  bullets  wounded  an  officer  very  mm 
him.  The  subsequent  hours  he  spent  in  tratersitrg 
and  reconnoitring  the  ground,  and  in  waiting  fi>r 
the  arrival  of  the  other  corps. 

Napoleon  announced  a  battle  for  the  ifoUonHng 
day.  His  parting  words  tS  Mnrat  were  tlid^': 
•*  To-morrow  at  five  o*clock,  the  sun  of  Anrtifr- 
litz!"  They  explain  the  cause  of  that  suspeiudcm 
of  hostilities  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  in  the  rmdkt 
of  a  success  which  filled  the  army  with  enthtr^^ilnji. 
They  were  astonished  at  this  inactivity  at  tRe 
moment  of  overtaking  an  army,  the  pursuit  ^f  i^Hich 
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had  completely  exhausted  th^m.  Murat,  who  had 
heea  daily  deluded  by  a  similar  expectation^  re* 
narked  tp  the  emperor  that  Barclay  only  made  a 
demoDStration  of  boldness  at  that  hour^  lA  order 
to  be  enabled  more  tranquilly  to  effect  his  retreat 
afcjBight.  Finding  himself  unable  to  convince  his 
chiefy  he  rashly  proceeded  to  pitch  his  tent  on  the 
banks  of  the  Lucadssa,  almost  in  the  mi^st  of  the 
enemy.  It  was  a  position  which  gratified  his  desire 
of  hearing  the  first  symptoms  of  their  retreat^  his 
iitention  of  disturbing  it,  and  his  adventurous 
character. 

.Murat  was  deceived,  and.  yet  he  appeared  to  have 
been  most  dear^sighted ;  Napoleon  was  in  the 
light,  and  yet,  the  event  placed  him  in  the.  wrong  ; 
ff0fii  are  the  freaks  of  fortune !  The  emperor  of  the 
f  r^ch  had  correctly  appreciated  the  designs  of 
Ba)r<^y*  The  Russian  general,  believing  Bagration 
tp  he  still  near  Orcl^a,  had  resolved  upon  fighting, 
|n .order  to  give  him  time  to  rejoin  him*  It  was  the 
.IHlieljigejice  which  he  received  that  very  evening,  of 
til? .  retreat  of  Bagration  by  Novo-Bickof  towards 
.SiDQl^psk^  which  suddenly  changed  his  determi- 
nation* 

:lfi  ift^,  hy  daybreak  on  the  28th,  Murat  sent 
W4kA  tq  tlve  enojpAror  that  he  was  about  to  pursue 
tl^JRusftian^j  who  had  already  disappeared.  Napo- 
JfxDii  still  persisted  in  his  opinion,  obstinately  affirm- 
jy^  that  the  whole  enemy's  army  was  in  front  of 
|)i|OQ^  apod  that  it  was  nep#saary  to  advance  with  <nr- 
convpeetion  i  this  occasioned  a  considerable  d^lay* 
AJh  levgthhe  mounted  his  horse  ;  every  step  he  took 
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ikp  im43t  of  tk^  CMEip  which  SaveUy  had  dlMfftadv  ^  ^ 
.  BferythiogabttttttltttoMpipexfaibhoiUieflminffi 
of  wm;  ita  adfimtflgeous  aite;  the  aymmetry  of  atti 
ita.pftrta ;  tba  exact  and  ^OLoluahre  nicety  m  dbftiuw* 
to  whj^.mdi  of  diem  had  been  applied;  the  ozdev^ 
and  neatness  which  thence  reauked ;  in  fine^vno^ 
Hoing  left  :behind,  ^not  one  weapoD,  nor  a  smgle  ^a- 
Uitble ;  no  trac^  nothiog  in  short,  in  tina  saddoD 
noicturaal  march,  which  could  demonatratet  bejmid 
the  bounda  of  the  camp,  the  route  which  theRttaeiaiia 
had  taken ;  there  appeared  more  order  in  ibdor;^ 
U^t,  than .  in  our  rictory !  Though  conquered,  theiff 
Aight  left  ua  leaaoas  by  ivhich  conqueiiQiBa  Mvm 
profit}  whether  it  be  that  good  fiirtune  is  tttm^ 
tomptueua,  or  that  it  waita  for  miafortune  to^eov^. 
rect  it.     ;  .1 

..  A  Russian  soldier,  who  waa  surprised  aale^ 
under  a  buah,  waa  the  aolitary  result  of  that  day^ 
which  was  expected  to  be  so.  decisive*  We  entetied 
Witepsk,  which  was  found  equally  daiOPted  vithitiia 
Gwvp.of  the  Russians*  Somefilthy  Jews,  and  Jeasnifti 
were  all  that  remained ;  they  were  inter rognted,  b«l 
without  effect.  AH  the  roads  were  abortifelf»Ye* 
comioitred. .  Were  the  Russoana  gone  to  Smoleaak  ? 
Had  they  reascended  the  Diina  ?  At  lengthy  a  band 
of  irregular  cossaeka  attracted  ua  in  the  lattes 
4irectiion,  while .  Nay  explored  the  fofmer«  Wo 
fnarched  six  liiagues  over  .a  deep  aaqd»  through* n 
t))i^k  duatif  aid  a  auffpcating  heat  Night  jMaaepted 
our  march  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ai^aponoielit* 
^ina.  ,    . 
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tiMfUOe  "pknUuA^  te^e^y  adid-^^iibawtdft^jfyifeN 
tigb».>ini]i!fai|jie?yti]ft  dritPf  met  with  Mtllittji^liler^ 

tii0tic4R>7v  and  the  pfisca  >^'NefifeliAtel)  b^d  W 
oBomni  in  4lie  imperial  tentB>'  wUeh  wera  {Atolied- 
hr-Ae  coiirt-7«rd  of  a  castle^  lituatM  opim  ian^iMiai^ 
Moee  «a  tbe  lefit'iif  tke  mdii  tf  o«d« 

'  *  l%at  vietoty  mJoiA  wmbo  fyrvkutiy  A^med,  so' 
ni{Hdl3fiponiied»iiiid  rendered  moreiiMes$airy>f  the' 
lapM  ef  e9erf  raceeeding  day,  Imd,  it  stetBcd/ jtme 
mnpeifpmii4mT  gtwp,  as  It  had  at  Wilna.  True^ 
wa  bad  tomeui^  mth  the  Russian  rear-giiavd;  bot 
waa  it^ibai-  of  their  army  ?  Was  it  not  more  likely 
Aat'BflPday  had  fled  towards  Smolensk  by  way  of 
Riidnia  ?  Whither,  then^  mnst  we  pursue  the  Rus** 
Abb,  in  order  to  compeYtbem  to  fight?  Did  hot 
die  necessity  of  organi2ing  reconquered  Lithtfania,' 
4fHUM}&Mng  inagatines  and  hospitat^,  of*^xing  a 
dev  Matre  of  repose,  of  defence,  and  departure  fb)f 
k^M'  of  operations  which  prolonged  itself  in  so 
alMrttilHg  a  mann^  ;«-*^dvd  not  every  thing,  in  shortl 
fceMfldly  prove  the  necessity  of  halting  on  the'hor«< 
4fei8 iiyf  Old  Russia ?*  .        .^ 

'-ffo -dMe  motifes  were  added,  the  eSbcti^  of  a 
eahittflriflg  sun  reAeeted  ftem  burning  sain^.'  E^ 
iHMrtad  aa  he  was,  the  emperor  now  decided ;  tiie 
Mljitie  of  the  Diina  and  of  tlm  Bori^lhenes  matk^ 
•lit  ibi  fVench  line.  The  army  was  ihus  quartered 
mi'ttM^batika  of  diese  two  rivers,  and'in  the  intervSI 
tetwMn  them ;  Poniflitowski  and  his  Poles  at  Mw 
hBhti  Davonst  and  the  first  corps  at  Orcfaa,  Du'^ 
biowna*  and  Luibowiczi ;  Murat,  Ney,  the  armjr  of 
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Italf  and  tJb/e  ^uard»  from  Occhik  aad  Dubrowna  to 
Witepsk  ^md  S^nvy,  The  advanced  pqsts  at  Lyadi, 
Vinkowo,  and  Ve^|^  opposite  to  .  those  of  Barclay 
and  BagraAion;  for  these  two  hostile  arn^iesj  the 
one  flying  from  Napoleon^  acrosft  the  JDiina^  by 
Drissa  and  Witepsk^  the  other,  escaping  Dayou^t 
across  the  Bereadna  and  the  Boriathenes^  by  way 
of  Bobruisk^  Bickof,  and  Smolenakt  succeeded  in 
forming  a  junction  within  the  interval  bounded  by 
these  two  rivers. 

The  great  divisions  of  the  army  detached  froni 
the  central  body  were  then  stationed  as  follows. 
To  the  rights  Dombrowski,  in  front  of  Bobruisk  aad 
opposed  to  tiie  corps  of  12/XX)  men  commanded  by 
the  Russian  general  Hoertel. 

To  the  left,  the  duke  of  Reggio,  and  St.  Cyr,  at 
Polotsk  and  at  Bielo6,  on  the  Petersburg  road, 
which  was  defended  by  Wittgenstein  and  30,000 
men. 

At  the  extreme  left  were  Macdonald  and  S8,000 
Prussians  and  Poles,  before  Riga.  They  extended 
their  line  towards  the  right  upon  the  Aa,  and  in 
the  direction  of  Dunabourg. 

At  the  same  time,  Schwartzemberg  and  Regnier, 
at  the  head  of  tlie  Saxon  and  Austrian  corps,  occu« 
pied  towards  Slonim,  the  interval  betwe^i  the 
Niemea  and  the  Bug,  covering  Warsaw  and  the 
rear  et  the  grand  army,  which  was  menaeed  by 
Tormasof.  The  duke  of  Belltmo  ^as  on  the  Vistula 
with  a  reserve  of  40,000  men ;  wUle  Augereau  as* 
sembled  an  eleventh  army  at  Stettin. 

As  to  Wilna,  the  duke  of  Bassano  remained  there. 
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STirronnded  by  the  envoys  of  several  cotirM.  That 
minister  governed  Lithuania^  communicated  with 
aU  the  chiefs^  sent  them  the  instructions  which  he 
received  from  Napoleon,  and  forwarded  the  provi- 
nons,  recruits,  and  stragglers,  as  fast  as  they  sx* 
rived. 

As  soon  as  the  emperor  had  made  up  Ms  mind, 
he  returned  to  Witepsk  with  his  guard :  there,  on 
ihe  28th  of  July,  in  entering  the  imperial  head* 
quarters,  he  laid  down  his  sword,  and  abruptly  de- 
positing it  on  his  maps,  with  which  his  tables  were 
covered,  he  exclaimed ;  ^  Here  I  stop !  here  I  must 
look  round  me ;  rally ;  refresh  my  army,  and  or- 
ganize Poland.  The  campaign  of  181S  is  finished ; 
that  of  1813  will  do  the  rest.*' 
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CHAP.  I. 

With  the  conquest  of  Lithuania^  the  object  of 
the  war  was  attained^  and,  nevertheless,  that  war 
appeared  scarcely  to  have  commenced ;  for  it  was 
places  that  were  vanquished,  and  not  men.  The 
Russian  army  was  unbroken ;  its  two  wings,  which^ 
had  been  separated  by  the  vivacity  of  the  first  onsets 
had  now  united.  We  were  in  the  finest  season  of 
the  year.  It  was  in  this  situation  that  Napoleon 
believed  himself  irrevocably  decided  to  halt  on  the 
banks  of  the  Boristhenes  and  the  Diina.  At  thai 
time^  he  could  much  more  easily  deceive  others  as 
to  his  intentions,  as  he  actually  deceived  himself. 
'  His  line  of  defence  was  already  traced  upon  his" 
maps ;  the  siege-equipage  was  proceeding  towards 
Riga ;  the  left  of  the  army  would  rest  on  that  strong 
place;  hence,  proceeding  to  Dunabourg  and  Po-" 
lotsk,  it  would  maintain  a  menacing  defensive. 
Witepsk,  so  easy  to  fortify,  and  its  woody  heights/ 
would  serve  as  an  entrenched  camp  for  the  centre* 
Thetice,  towards  the  south,  the  Berezina  and  itk 
marshes,  covered  by  the  Boristhenes^  *MPpIy  >?ft. 
other  passage  but  a  few  defies ;  a  very  few^  troops 
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would  be  sufficient  to  guard  them.     Further  on, 
Bobruisk  marked  out  the  right  of  this  great  line, 
and  orders  were  given  to  obtain  possession  of  that 
fortress.    As  to  the  rest,  an  insurrection  of  the 
populous  provinces  of  the  South  was  calculated  on ; 
they   would  assist  Schwartzemberg  in  expelling 
Tormasof,  and  the  army  would  be  increased  by 
their  numerous  cossacks*   ,  One  of  the  greatest  pro- 
prietors of  these  provinces,  a  nobleman  in  whom 
every  thing  is  distinguished,  even  to  his  external 
appearance,  hastened  to  join  the  liberators  of  his 
country.    He  it  was  whom  the  emperor  intended 
for  the  leader  of  this  insurrection. 
.  In  this  position    nothing   would    be  wanting. 
Courland  would  support  Macdonald;  Samogitia, 
Oudinot;  the  fertile  plains  of  Klubokoe,  the  eiu;* 
peror ;  the  southern  provinces  would  effect  the  rest, 
la  addition,  the  grand  magazine  of  the  army  was 
at  Daotasic ;  its  intermediate  ones  at  Wilna  and 
Minsk..    In  this  manner  the  army  would  be  con** 
nected  with. the  country  which  it  had  just  set  free;. 
and  all  things  appertaining  to  that  country-^ts 
risers,    marshes,   productions,    and   inhabitants-— 
weald  be  united  with  us :  all  things  would  bo  agreed 
ibi ,  the  purposes  of  defence. 

Such  w&s  Napoleon^s  plan.  He  was  at  that  time 
seen  exploring  Witepsic  and  its  environs,  as  if  to 
iteconnoitre  places  where  he  was  likely  to  make  a 
long  residence.  .  Establishments  of  all  kinds  wert 
lonned  there.  Thirty«six  ovens,  capable  of  pro- 
nding  Ai  once  ^,000  loaves  of  bread,  were  con- 
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straottfd.  Neither'  vtas  tbe  useM  alone  stfendeM 
to;  embellkihment  was  aba  comidered.  Some 
stone  houses  spoiled  the  appearance  of  the  square 
of  the  palace;  the  emperor  orAered  his  guard  ti 
piill  them  down,  and  clear  away  the  rubbiih.  Int 
deed,  he  was  already  anticipating  the  pleasures  of 
winter;  Parisian ' actors  must  come  to  Witepsk; 
and  as  that  city  was  abandoned,  fair  speetatori 
must  be  attracted  from  Warsaw  and  Wihia« 

His  star  at  that  time  enlightened  his  patht 
happy  had  it  been  for  him,  if  he  had  not  afterwards 
mistaken  the  movements  of  his  impatience  for  the 
inspirations  of  genius.  But,  whatever  may  be  aaid; 
it  was  by  himself  alone  that  he  suffered  himself  td 
be  hurried  on ;  for  in  him  etery  thing  proceeded 
from  himself)  and  it  was  a  vain  attempt  to  seducfe 
his  prudence.  In  vain  did  one  of  his  marshals  tart- 
courage  his  hopes  of  insurrection  of  the  Russians, 
in  consequence  of  the  proclamations  which  His 
officers  of  the  advanced  guard  had  been  Instructed 
to  dissemmate.  Sonde  Poles  had  intoxiescted  llhat 
general  with  inconsiderate  promises,  dictated  by  die 
delusive  hope  common  to  all  exiles,  with  which  they 
flatter  the  amUtion  of  the  leaders  who  rely  U|k>ti 
them. 

ButMurat  was  the  individual  whose  incitements 
were  most  frequent  and  animated .  Tired  of  repose^ 
and  insatiable  of  glory,  that  monarch,  who  eomft" 
dered  the  enemy  to  be  Withk  his  grafip>.was  -uqnlile 
to  repress  his  emotkuis.  He  quitted  the  advancitf 
gu^rd,  went  to  Wifepsk,  and,  in  a  private  int^View^ 
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wtfi  ike  ^mpenw^  gave  vi^y  to  fal»  ^impetuoiitj^ 
Qe  accused  the  RusBiau  army  of  cowardice;  ae« 
ccurdiDg  to  him  it  had  failed  in  the  rendezvous  be- 
fore Witqpsk,  as  if  it  had  heea  an  affiiir  of  a  dueL 
It.waa  A  paiac-atruck  armyj  which  his  light  cavalry 
pjcmi^  was  aufficdent  to  put  to  flight.  This  ebullU 
tim -extorted  a  sinile  from  Napoleon;  but  in  order 
t^  modc^rate  his  fpryow»  he  said  to  him :  **  Muroti 
the  first /campaygn  in  Rii^sia  is  finished ;  let  us  here 
pli^Ht^  oiQr:eAg)es»  Two  great  rirers  maick  out  our 
{fpflitiQ^;  let  us  jaise  block-houses  on  that  line ;  let 
QjfUf  ^%  QHfm  each  other  on  all  sides.  Let  ma  form 
ii^^t|iirf}.bfi<italieii;  cannons  at  the  angles  and  the 
Aytcp99r:.;leit.  the.  interior  contain  ourqiiartera  and 
fms  jofig^ne^ :  181S  will  ^ee  us  at  MosQowt~1614 
a^  JPisteiisburgh^  .  The  lUtsta  w  mm  is  a  war  of  tfarae 

•,]^M9H  thus  that  hisgeniusQoneeived^ery  thing 

Wi  i^if!^  and  his  ^q  expatiated  oyer  an.  am^  of 

)|^M4PpOiiiim  as  if  it  were  a  regiment. 

t.  .That  very.. dsgr  he  loudly  addressed  aa  admuni^ 

Mfsff^  ioi  the foUpifing  words :  ^'  As  for  yoUiSin 

f99,  mipiit  tab&  care  to  pro¥ido  subsistence  for  us 

iii4tMe«0  fspoBsiu^n  \  for/'  added  he^  in  a  higher  tm^ 

and  addressing  himself  to  some  of  his  officers,  ^  we 

aMl::iM»t  repeeit  the  folly  of  Gharka  tha  Xllth.'' 

BRfehia  actionn  in  a  short  time  belied  his  worda; 

1^  thwe  m9$  a  general  astonishgient  at  his  indi& 

4nep9e  ta  giving  the  necessary  <Nrde»  for  so  great 

fn^ptoUishment^    To  the  IdPt,  no  lAstrufictiona  wove 

iprt.  tftMaodonald,  nor  the  means  of  obtaining  poa* 

aeaskm  of  Riga.     To  the  right,  it  was  Bobruisk 
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which  it  was  odcessary  to  capture*  This  fartreM 
stands  in  the  midst  of  an  extensive  and  deep  marsh; 
and  it  was  to  a  body  of  cavalry  that  the  task  of  be- 
sieging it  was  consigned. 

Napoleon,  in  former  times,  scarcely  ever  gave 
orders  without  the  possibility  of  being  obeyed ;  but 
the  miracles  of  the  war  of  Prussia  had  since  oc- 
curred, and  from  that  time  the  idea  of  impossibility 
was  not  admitted.  His  orders  were  always,  that 
every  thing  must  be  attempted,  because  up  to  that 
time  every  thing  had  succeeded.  This  at  first 
gave  birth  to  great  exertions,  all  of  which,  how- 
ever, were  not  equally  fortunate.  Persons  got  dis- 
couraged ;  but  their  chief  persevered ;  he  had  be^ 
come  accustomed  to  command  every  thing;  thoso 
whom  he  commanded  got  accustomed  not  to  ex- 
ecute every  thing. 

Meantime  Dombrowski  was  left  before  that  for- 
tress with  his  Polish  division,  which  Napoleon  com- 
puted at  8000  men,  although  he  knew  very  well 
that  it  did  not  at  that  time  amoimt  to  more  than 
1200 ;  but  such  was  his  custom ;  either  because  he 
calculated  on  his  words  being  repeated,  and  that 
they  would  deceive  the  enemy,  or  that .  he  wished, 
by  this  exaggerated  estimate,  to  make  his  generals 
understand  all  that  he  expected  from  them. 

Witepsk  remained  for  survey.  Erom  the  windows 
of  its  houses,  th^ieye  looked,  down  perpendkularly 
on  the  Diina,.or  to  the  bottom  of  the  precipices  by 
which  its  walls  are  surrounded.  In  these  countries 
the  snow  remains  long  upon  the  ground ;  it  filtera 
through  its  least  solid  parts,  which  it  penetrates  to 
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a  great  depth,  and  Wliich  it  dilutes  aiid  breaks  down.' 
Henee  those  deep  and  unexpected  ravines,  which  no 
decUnatioQ  of  tlie  soil  gives  reason  to  foresee,  which 
are  imperceptible  at  some  paces  from  their  edge,  and 
which  on  those  vast  plains  surprised  and  suddenly 
arrest^ed  the*  pitogress  of  a  charge  of  cavalry. 

The  French  did  not  require  more  than  a  month 
lA  order  to  rendet  that  city  sufficiently  strong  as 
even  to  stand  ia  regular  siege :  the  natural  strength 
ofthepUce  was  such  as  to  require  little  assistance 
from  art,  but  that  littte  was  denied  it.  At  the  same 
tine  a  few  millions,  yvhich  *were  indispensable  to 
rffect  the  levy  of  the  Lithuanian  troops,  were*  re- 
fitted to  them. '  Prince  Sangutsko  was  to  liavie  gone 
ttid  eoaunanded  the  insurrection  in  the*  South, '  but 
iie  was  retaitfed  in  the  imperial  headquarters. 

But  the  moderation  of  the  first  discourses  of 
Napoleon  had  not  deceived  the  Jh&aihers  of  his 
household.  They  recollected  that,  at  the  first  view 
of  the  deserted  camp  of  Barcldy,  and  of  Witepsk, 
abandoned^  when  he  heard  them  congratulating 
each  other,  he  turned  sharply  round  to  them  and 
exdaimed, ''  Do  yon  think  then  that  I  have  come  so 
fiurlo  conquer  these  huts  T  They  also  kuewperfectly , 
thiA  when  he  had  a  great- object  in  view»  he  never 
deviled  any  other  than  a  vague  plan;  preferring  to 
tdKf  cDURsel  of  opportunity ;  a  system  more  con- 
fimmUe  to  the  promptitude  of  his  genius. 

Itt  other  respects,  the  whole  army  wa^  loaded 
witk'the  favoura  of  its  head.  If  he  happened  to 
maet  with  eoniitey^  of  wounded,  he  stopped'  thetn> 
iofomied  ^himself  pf  their  condition,  of  their  suffeN 

VOL.  I.  o 
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ings,  of  the  actions  in  which  they  had  been  wounded, 
and  never  quitted  them  without  consoling  them 
by  his  words,  or  making  them  partakers  of  his 
bounty. 

He  bestowed  particular  attention  on  his  guard ; 
he  himself  daily  reviewed  them,  lavishing  com* 
mendation,  and  sometimes  Uame;  but  the  latter 
seldom  fell  on  any  but  the  administrators ;  which 
pleased  the  soldiers,  and  diverted  their  complaints. 

He  frequently  sent  wine  from  his  table  to  the 
sentinel  who  was  nearest  to  him.  One  day  he  as- 
sembled the  6Ute  of  his  guards  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  them  a  new  leader ;  he  made  them  a  speech, 
and  with  his  own  hand  and  sword  introduced  him 
to  them ;  afterwards  he  embraced  him  in  their  pre- 
sence. So  many  attentions  were  ascribed  by  some, 
to  his  gratitude  for  the  past ;  by  others,  to  his  ex- 
igency for  the  future. 

The  latter  saw  clearly  that  Napoleon  had  at  first 
flattered  himself  with  the  hope  of  receiving  fresh 
overtures  of  peace  from  Alexander,  and  that  the 
misery  and  debility  of  his  army  had  occupied  his 
attention.  It  was  requisite  to  allow  the  long  train 
of  stragglers  and  sick  sufficient  time,  the  one  for 
joining  their  corps,  and  the  latter  for  reaching  the 
hospitals.  Finally,  to  establish  these  hospitals,  to 
collect  provisions,  recruit  the  horses,  and  wait 
for  the  hospital-waggons,  the  artillery,  and  the  pon- 
toons; which  were  still  laboriously  dragging  after 
us  across  the  Lithuanian  sands.  His  correspondence 
with  Europe  must  also  have  been  a  source  of  occupa- 
tion to  him.  To  conclude,  a  destructive  atmosphere 


/ 
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itdjiped^  fab  piiogtcGrs'!^  Sndi^in  iact,  is  that  di« 

matte;  tiie  ataDosqpbeore is  diwaysia  the  extreme-*^^ 

^hrays/exceMEre;  iteitiier  parobes  or  inundates, 

burns  up  or  freezes^  the  s(hI  and  its  inhabitants,  for 

liAme  ppotectioBrii:.  appetra  expressly  framed;   a 

psffidioud  <£niat6;lhcr  htet  of  which  debilitated  our 

bodiesyiti  otder  to  rei&derifaemmore  accesmUe  to  tiie 

firiifcts  by  wUch  they  word  shortly  to  be  pierced. 

'  ShiB  emp^rot  Iras  not  ihe  least  sensible  of.  its 

fffeete ;/ hfiit  mken  he  found  himself  somewhat  re- 

ftesiiBi  by  repose,  when  no  aivoy  from  Aleximder 

made  hia  appearanee^  and  his  first  dispoaituns 

jtaM.xonipleted,  he  was  seized  wdth  impatienw. 

He  !mu  ebserred  to  grow  resldess  ;  whether  it  was 

thai  Itttictmty  annoyed  hisa,  as  it  does  all  men  of 

•Qlire>telnlSj  and  that  he  preferred  danger  to  the 

weairin^s^l  eacpe<ltatioD>  or  that  he  was:  agitated  by 

that  desire  of  acqnbition,  which,  with  the  greater 

:  flirt  rctfi  ikiankiiid^  has  stronger  efficacy  than  the 

.f^^HMure  iof  presepFing,  or  the  fear  of  loaiitg. 

.  ;Hipas  then  especially  that  the  image  of  captiffe 

.  K^sdmlMai^d  hkn ;  it  was  the  boundary  of  his 

i-fe^sy  (the  <ob9eefci0f  his  hopes  :  possessed  of  that,  he 

'.itapdd  iKiBsesa  eveiy  thing.    Froim  that  time  it  was 

itvr^Besn,^hat  iin  ardent  and  restless  genius,  likeliis, 

«]iA;'.«eeiistomed  ^o   short  outs,  would  not  wait 

aighi?  months-,  when  he  felt  his  object  wiHan  his 

iraacbi  and  when  twenty  days  were  sufficient  to 

attain  it*  .  .- 

.'  Wit  mQ8t^n0t,  <however,  be  too* hasty in-^idging 
4^  eAtraiHrdiiiary  manl^  the  weaimessei.  common 
to*  niltmem >' ^- We^shaU  prtfseatiy  hear  frosa  Mm* 

o2 
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MAf  ;-^we  shall  see  how  much  his  political  position 
tended  to  complicate  his  military  position.  At  a 
later  period,  we  shall  be  less  tempted  to  blame  the 
resolution  he  was  now  about  to  take,  when  it  is 
seen  that  the  fate  of  Russia  depended  upon  only  one 
more  day's  health,  which  failed  Napdkon,  er en  on 
the  very  field  of  the  Afoskwa. 

Meantime,  he  at  first  appeared  hardly  bold 
enough  to  confess  to  himself  a  project  of  such 
great  temerity.  But  by  degrees,  he  assumed  courage 
to  look  it  in  the  face.  He  then  b^an  to  ddKbe- 
rate,  and  the  state  of  great  irresolution  which 
tormented  his  mind  affiscted  his  wlude  frame.  He 
was  observed  to  wander  about  his  aipartmetttb, 
as  if  pursued  by  some  dangerous  temptation ;  no- 
thing'could  rivet  his  attention;  ha  every mooittnt 
began,  quitted,  and  resumed  bis  lebom* ;  ^  he  walked 
about  without  any  object;  inquired  the  faodri  aad 
looked  at  hts  wateh ;  completely  fAisorbed^  haist&p- 
ped,  hummed  a  tune  with  an  absent  air,,  and  again 
began  walking  about. 

'  In  the  midst  of  his  perplexity,  he  ooeasioMKBy 
addressed  die  persons  whom  he  met  with  iafeb  half 
sentences  as  ^  Well  T  what  fhM  we  do  ?  SiMdl.  we 
stay  where  we  are,  or  advance  f  How  w  ttpaoaUie 
to  stop  short  in  the  midst  of  so^  gloma^  ^a^  omwerT* 
He  did  not  Wait  fiftr  their  repfy ?  bat  s«ili. kept 
wandering  about,  as  if  hewaslookhiglbirBofeMdmig' 
or  somebody  to  terminate  his  indediion« 

At  Migth,  quite  oveihffariiAed  ivitb  the  weighit  of 
sndy  an'importaBt  conmleralkii,  and^ip^esiod  witk 
so  greid  «i»  uncertainty,  he  would  thmw*  hlaui^oii 
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•M  of  the  beds>  which  he  had  caused  to  be  laid  oa 
the  floor  of  his  afMurtments.  His  frame,  exhausted 
hf  the  heat»  and  the  struggles  of  his  mind,  could 
oQlf  bear  a  covering  of  the  slightest  texture ;  it 
was  in  that  tftate  that  he  passed  a  portion  of  his 
days  at  Witepsk. 

But  wheh  his  body  was  at  rest,  his  spirit  was  only 
the  more  active.  *'  How  many  motiires  urged  him 
towards  Moscow !  How  support  at  Witepsk  the 
ennm  of  seven  winter  months  ? — he,  who  tili  then 
hid  always  been  the  assailant,  was  about  to  be  re- 
duced to  a  defensive  position ;  a  part  unworthy  of 
him,  of  which  he  had  no  experience,  and  adverse  to 
his  genius. 

''  Moreover,  at  Witepsk,  nothing  |had  been  de- 
cided, and  yet,  at  what  a  distance  was  he  already 
from  France  !  Europe,  then,  would  at  length  be- 
hold him  stopped,  whom  nothing  had  been  able 
to  stop.  Would  not  the  duration  of  the  enter- 
prise augment  its  danger  ?  Ought  he  to  allow 
Rusna  time  to  arm  herself  entirely  ?  How  long 
oould  he  protract  this  uncertain  condition  without 
impairing  the  charm  of  his  infallibility,  (which  the 
resistance  of  Spain  hid  already  enfeebled)^and  with- 
out engendering  dangerous  hopes  in  Europe  ?  What 
weald  be  thought,  if  it  were  known  that  a  third. of 
bis  army,  dispersed  or  sick,  were  no  longer  in  the 
ranks  ?  It'  was  indispensable,  therefore,  to  dazzle 
the  world  speedily  by  the  ^clat  of  a  great  victory, 
and  hide  so  many  sacrifices  under  a  heap  of  laurels." 

Then,  if  he  remained  at  Witepsk^  he  considered 
that  he  should  have  the  ennui,  the  whole  expense. 
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all  the  inconveniences,  and  all  the  anxieties  of  a 
defensive  position  to  bear;  \vhile  at  Moscow  there 
would  be  peace,  abundance,  a  reimbursement  of  the 
expenses  of  the  war,  and  immortal  glory.  Hi  per- 
suaded himself  that  audacity  for  him  was  henceforth 
the  greatest  prudence ;  that  it  is  the  same  with  tall 
hazardous  undertakings,  as  with  faults,  in  which 
there  is  always  risk  at  the  beginning,  but  fre- 
quently gain  at  the  conclusion ;  that  the  more  in- 
excusable they  are,  the  more  they  require  to  be 
successful.  That  it  was  indispensable,  therefore,  to 
consummate  this  undertaking,  to  push  it  to  the 
utmost,  astonish  the  universe,  beat  down  Alexander 
by  his  audacity,  and  carry  off  a  prize  which  should 
be  a  compensation  for  so  m«iy  losses. 

Thus  it  was,  that  the  same  danger  which  perhaps 
ought  to  have  recalled  him  to  the  Niemen,  or  kept 
him  stationary  on  the  Diina^i  urged  him  towards 
Moscow  !  Such  is  the  peculiarity  of  false  positions ; 
every  thing  in  them  is  perilous;  temerity  is  pru- 
dence; there  is  no  choice  left  but  of  errors  ;  there 
is  no  hope  but  in  the  errors  of  the  enemy,  and  in '  * 
chance. 

Having  at  last  determined,  he  hastily  arose,  as  if 
not  to  allow  time  to  his  own  reflections  to  reneW 
so  painful  a  state  of  uncertainty  ;  and  already  quite 
full  of  the  plan  which  was  to  secure  his  conquest, 
he  hastened  to  his  maps ;  they  presented  to  his  view 
the  cities  of  Smolensk  and  Moscow ; "  the  great  Mos- 
cow, the  holy  city  ;'*  names  which  he  repeated  with 
satisfaction,  and  which  served  to  add  new  fuel  to  his 
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ambitious  flame.  Fired  with  this  prospect^  his 
spirit,  replete  with  the  energy  of  his  mighty  con- 
ception, appears  possessed  by  the  genius  of  war. 
His  voice  deepens ;  his  eye  flashes  fire ;  and  his 
countenance  darkens.  His  attendants  retreat  from 
his  presence,  struck  with  mingled  awe  and  re- 
spect; but  at  length  his  plan  is  fixed;  his  de-* 
termination  taken ;  his  order  of  march  traced  out. 
Instantly,  the  internal  struggle  by  which  he  had 
been  agitated  subsided;  and  no  sooner  was  he 
delivered  of  his  terrible  conception,  than  his  coun- 
tenance resumed  its  usual  mild  and  tranquil  cha- 
racter. 


CHAP.  n. 

Ui$  resolution  once  taken,  he  was  anxious  that 
it  should  satisfy  his  friends;  he  conceived  that  by 
persuading  them,  they  would  be  actuated  by  greater 
seal^  than  by  commanding  their  obedience.  It  was, 
moreover,  by  their  sentiments  that  he  was  enabled 
to  Judge  of  those  of  the  rest  of  his  army :  in  shorts 
lik^  all  other  men,  the  silent  discontent  of  his  house- 
hold disturbed  him.  Surrounded  by  disapproving 
countenances,  and  opinions  contrary  to  his  own,  he 
felt  himself  uncomfortable.  And,  besides,  to  obtain 
their  assent  to  his  plan,  was  in  some  degree  to 
make  them  share  the  responsibility  which  possibly 
weighed  upon  his  mind. 


But  all  tbe  officers  of  hif  ;h9i;s^o]d  oqpipfse^ibifi 
plan,  each  in  the  way  that  marked  hia  pi^flul^^ 
character ;  Berthier^  by  a  melancholy  cwnieiu^Q^^ 
by  lamentations,  anci  even  tears ;  Lobau>andrpiu;^r 
laincourt,  by  a  frankness,  which  in  tbe  first  iy;qJ3» 
stamped  by  a  cold  and  haughty  roughnesi,.  j^Kt 
cusable  in  so  brave  a  warrior ;,  and  which  in  ^^e 
second  was  persevering  even  to  obstinacy,  and 
impetuous  even  to  violence.  The  emperor  replied, 
to  their  observations  with  some  ill-humour;  h^ 
exclaimed,  addressing  hinaself .  more  especially  U^ 
his  aid-de-camp,  as  well  as  to  Berthier,  ''  tlu^  lie 
had  enriched  his  generals  too  much;  that,  all  they 
now  aspired  to  was  to  follow  the  pleasures,  of  tba 
chase,  and  to  display  their  brilliant  equipages  m 
Pans :  and  that,  doubtless,  they  had  becomp  dis-r 
gusted  with  war/*  When  their  hoaour  was  thug, 
attacked,  there  was  no  longer  any  rep^y.  to :  be 
made ;  they  merely  bowed  and  renmqad  silen^. 
During  one  of  his  impatient  fits,  he  told  ope. of 
the  generals  of  his  guard,  ''you  were  born  iu  ,^^ 
bivouac,  and  in  a  bivouac  you  will  die/*  ... 

As  to  Duroc,  he  first  signified  his  disapprolvftr 
tion  by  a  chilling  silence,  and  afterward^  by  terse 
.  replies,  reference  to  accurate  reports,  and  brief  rew 
marks.  To  him  the  emperor  replied,  "  that,  h© 
saw  clearly  enough  that  the  Russian^  vf anted  to 
draw  him  on ;  but  that,  nevertheless,  he  must  pro- 
ceed as  far  as  Smolensk;  that  there  he  would 
establish  his  head-quarters ;  and  that  in  the  spring 
of  1B13,  if  Russia  did  not  previously  make  peaec^ 
she  would  be  ruined ;    that  Smolensk  was  the  key 
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c^-ite  <ttrd'rt«(!s'H6 'Peter^^^  and  Moscow; 
that  hti'  mubt'^t  i^os^ession  of  it;  \and  that  he 
wdiiKI '  then  be'  dble  tcr  march  on  both  those 
etfphSakart'the  same  time,  in  otder  to  destroy  every 
iMng^'hot  thfe  dne;  and  preserve  every  thing  in  the 
cfirer/^ 

Here  ifhe' grand  marshal  observed  to  him^  that  he 
was  not  idore  likely '  to  make  peace  -  at  Smolenslc, 
or  even  at  Mbseow,  than'  he  was  at  Witepsk  ;  and 
that  in  r^oving  to  such  a  distance  from  !Frauce, 
tile  Prtnsians  constituted  an  intermediate  body,  on 
whchtti  little  reliance  Could  be  placed.  But  the  em<< 
peroT '  replied,  '^  That  on  that  supposition,  as  the 
Rttsian  war  no  longer  offered  him  any  advan- 
tegeotis  result,  he  ought  to  rehounce  it ;  and  if  so^ 
hemmitum  his  arms  against  Prussia^  and  com- 
pel heirtb  pay  the  expenses  of  the  war/' 

'  It'* waft  how  Daru^s  turn.  This  minister  is 
air^ijlit^fbrward  even  to  stiffness,  and  possesses 
fifmtfess  immoveable.  The  great  question  of  the 
march  upon  Moscow  produced  a  discussion  which 
lasted  during  eight  successive  hours,  and  at  which 
only  Berthier  was  present.  The  emperor  having 
desffe'd  his  minister's  opinion  of  the  war,  **  It  is  not 
ft^niitional  war,**  replied  Daru;  "the  in  trod  uc- 
tibn  of  6ome  English  merchandize  into  Russia,  and 
ereir  tbe  restbration  of  the  kingdom  of  Poland,  are 
not-siifficietit  reasons  for  engaging  in  so  distant  a 
war ;  neither  your  troops  nor  ourselves  understand 
its  necessity  or  its  objects,  and  to  say  the  least, 
all  things  recommend  the  policy  of  stopping  where 


we' now  are.*' 
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The  emperor  rejoined,  ^  Did  they  take  him  for  a 
madman  ?  Did  they  imagine  he  made  war  from  in- 
clination  ?  Had  they  not  heard  him  say  that  the 
wars  of  Spain  and  Russia  were  two  ulcers  which 
ate  into  the  vitals  of  France,  and  that  she  could  not 
bear  them  both  at  once  ? 

''  He  was  anxious  for  peace ;  but  in  order  to  ne- 
gotiate, two  persons  were  necessary,  and  he  was 
only  one.  Had  a  single  letter  from  Alexander  yet 
reached  him  ? 

''  What,  then,  should  he  wait  for  at  Witepsk  ?  Two 
rivers,  it  was  true,  traced  out  the  line  of  position ; 
but,  during  the  winter,  there  were  no  longer  any 
rivers  in  thb  coimtry.    It  wwr,  therefore,  a  Indoii. 
ary  line  which  they  traced  out;  it  was  rather '» 
line  of  demarcation  than  of  separation.    It  wwpih  * 
quisite,  therefore,  to  constitute  an  artiflciil  Hoe  t  to  ' 
construct  towns  and  fortresses  capaUe  «f  •defying' ' 
the  elements,  and  every  speeies  of  seour|fe;  to 
create  every  thing,  land  and  atmosphere;  foitenvf' 
thing  was  deficient,  even  provisions,  unless,  4ll- 
deed,  he  chose  to  exhaust  Lithuania,  and  render 
her  hostile  or  ruin  her ;  that  if  they  were  at  M«>»« 
cow,  they  might  take  what  they  pleased ;  hwe  it ' 
was  necessary  to  purchase  every  tkang.    CottM--^^^ 
quently,**  continued  he,  '^  you  cannot  enable  tne  te 
live  at  Witepsk*  nor  shall  I  be  able  to  defend  you  •  - 
here :  both  of  us,  therefore,  are  here  out  of  our  prc^MT  ^ 
element. 

'*  That  if  he  returned  to  Wilna,  he  might  tlmw, 
indeed,  be  more  easily  supplied,  but  that  he  shoidd 
not  be  in  a  better  condition  to  defend  himself;  tlMrt 
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m.ihat  MAe.ib  irotild  bfk  i  ne<m»ary  for  him  to  Ml 
back'tO'  the-/  VUtoW  and  abandon  Lithuania. 
W]«areaa  at  SiMlitnsk^  h^  liquid,  be  aure  to  gaia 
dtber  a  ^Mnva  batda>  or^  at  Laant^  a  Soxtiess  and 
a  pa0itiQiii>B  thd:  Dnieper* 

'*  That  he  perceived  cleatly  that  thaftt  tbangfats 
weio  dwalliag  on  Qhaeka.  the  Twelfth;  but  that 
if  ^  ^spedttion .  to  Moscow  wanted  a  fortunate 
pi»Bedotit»  it  t^aa  beeanad  it  was  deficient  in  a 
man  capable  of  making  it  succeed;  that  in  war, 
foatme  we|it  for  0Qe«4ialf  in  every  thing ;  tha4»  if 
poopk  always  waited  for  a  complete  assemblage  of 
favmrabk  circttmataiices»  nothing  wo&ld  ever  be 
aniottakm;  that  we  must  begins  in^mrdef  to  finish; 
tl^t  4iim^  was  no  enterprise  in  wMch  every  thing 
coMuivod^  and  that»  in  all  huwan  projeda,  chtoee 
had  itsr^hife.i  that^  in  shorty  it  was  not  the  nde 
wl|iah(*iteted  iJiet^snceess^bat  the  snoeess  the  mle^ 
UKJk  iii^:  is  h^  siiQi^aeded .  by  new  means,  that 
smtasawttuld  ci^eate  m^  principles. 

MSl9oiimBMOt  yet^beenspiUed^"  he  added,  *'  and 
lUa^'ia  too  g^at  to  yield  without  fighting.  Alei^ 
andsr/  GMA  ^y  n^otiat^  after  a  gteat  battle.  If 
it  laMf^sstiy*  I  will  0ven  proceed  tQ  the  holy  city 
ia^aaarich  of  tbut  battle^  and  I  will  gain  it  Peace 
wMt%'ft>i;.inet.at  ther.giutes  of  Moscow^  But  with 
hif  '  hoAiwr  thus  saved^  if  Alexf«4er  stpU  persists, 
I  TO^.Aegotiate  with  t^e  Boyards,  or  even  with 
the  population  of  that  capital;  it  is  numerous, 
imMed,  and  consequetitly  enlightened.  It  will  un- 
dcsatand  its  own  intei!ests>  and  comprehend  the 
value  of  liberty."     He  condudad  by  saying,  diat 
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**  Moscow  kated  Petersburgh ;  that  he  woald  take 
advantage  of  their  riyalry ;  that  the  results  of  such 
a  jealousy  were  incalculable/" 

It  was  in  this  manner  that  the  emperor,  "when 
animated  by  conversation  and  the  banquet,  re* 
vealed  the  nature  of  his  hopes.  Daru  replied, 
''  That  war  was  a  game  which  he  played  well,  in 
which  he  was  always  the  winner,  and  that  it  was 
natural  to  infer,  that  he  took  a  pleasure  in  play- 
ing. But  that,  in  this  case,  it  was  not  so  much 
men  as  nature  which  it  was  necessary* to  conquer; 
that  already  the  army  was  diminished  one-third 
by  desertion,  sickness,  or  famine. 

**  If  provisions  failed  at  Witapsk,  what  woukl  be 
the  case  farther  on?  The  ofificers  whom  he  had 
sent  to  procure  them,  either  never  reappeared^  or 
returned  with  empty  hands.  That  the  small  quan- 
tity of  flour,  or  the  few  cattle  which  they  had  suc- 
ceeded in  collecting,  were  immediately  ccmsumed 
by  the  imperial  guard ;  that  the  other  divisions  of 
the  army  were  heard  to  murmur,  that  it  exacted 
and  absorbed  every  thing,  that  it  constituted,  as 
it  were,  a  privileged  class*  The  hospital  and  pro- 
vision-waggons, as  well  as  the  herds  of  cattle^were 
not  able  to  come  up.  The  hospitals  were  insuf^ 
ficient  for  the  sick;  provbions,  room,  and  medi- 
•ernes,  were  all  wanting  in  them. 

*^A11  things  consequently  admonished  them  to 
halt,  and  with  so  much  tlM  more  effect,  ais  ikey 
could  not  calculate  on  the  favourable  dispesitioti 
of  the  inhabitants  beyond  Witepsk.  In  eonfer- 
miiy  with  his  secret  orders,  they  had  been  sound- 
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Mi>  but  without  effect.  How  could  men  be  roused 
to  insurrection^  for  the  sake  of  a  liberty  whose  very 
name  they  did  not  understand  ?  What  influence 
eeaM  be  obtained  orer  a  people  almost  savages^ 
wkhoiit  property,  and  witibout  wante  ?  What  could 
be  taken  from  them  ?  With  what  could  they  be 
tempted  ?  Their  only  property  was  their  life,  which 
they  carried  with  them  mto  regions  of  almost  in- 
finite space." 

Bertfaier  added,  *^  That  if  we  were  to  proceed 
forwiurd,  the  Russians  would  >  have  in  their  favour 
our  kMMmKdi-elongated  flanks,  famine,  atfd  espe- 
cially their  formidable  winter ;  wiiile  in  staying 
whew  he  wae,  the. emperor  would  enlist  the  latter 
OB  his^.skke,  and  rmder  himself  master  of  the  war ; 
Ihat  he  would  fix  it  within  his  reach,  instead  of 
Idkiwfaig  ks  deo^tful,  wmdering,  aiid  undecided 
fight." 

'  8ttcli  t  were  the  replies  of  Bert^ier  and  Daru. 
Theenperor  mHcHy  Ufttened  to  their  observations, 
infccifiBmeritiitempted  them  .by  subtile  arguments; 
heggiag^  the '  'questicm,  aceovdi^g  to  his  wishes,  or 
dnfling  ttv  wh^an  it  becanie  /too  presBing.  But 
hsm^wtr  .diiagfeeable  might  be  the*  truths,  wi^ck 
im-WMiMigid  to  h6ar,4ie  listened  to  them  patiently, 
4ttidifi^ilied  with  e^ual  ■  patience.  Thvoughoot  this 
dsacmsion,  his  convessitmi. and  whole  depovtment 
m^M  foawrhable:  for.  sttMHtyi  siaiplicityy  and 
^md^fcttjMur^  which,  indeed,  he  ainsost  always  pne- 
mmAim  hialdwiifamify ;.  a  ckciiinstance  whidhauf- 
firtoBtly.  expliii|s  why,  notwithstaudiag  so^^many 
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nUfortunei^  he  waa  so  mochbelaved  by  tbose  mho 
lived  on  terms  of  intimacy  with  him. 

Still  dissatisfied,  the  emperor  summoned  Boe- 
cesaively  several  ef  the  generals  of  his  aimy;  but 
his  questions  were  such  as  indieat^  their  answers ; 
and  many  of  these  chiefs^  born  in  the  ca|>acity  of 
soldiers^  and  accustomed  to  ob^y  his  voice>iwere  as 
subnussive  in  these  conversations  as  upon  the  field 
of  battle. 

Others  waited  the  issue,  in  order  to  give  their 
opinion;  concealing  their  dread  of  a  reverse,  in 
the  presence  of  &  man  who  had  always  been  for- 
tunate, as  well  as  tiieir  opinion,  lest  success  might 
en.sokne  future  day  reproach  them  for  it. 
,  The  greater  part  signified  their  approbation, 
being  perfectly  convinced  that  were  they  even  to 
incur  his  di^leasure  by  reconnnending  him  to 
stop,  they  would  not  the  less  be  commanded  to 
advance.  As  it  was  necessary  to  incur  fresh  dangers, 
they  preferred  meeting  them  with  an  appearance 
of  good-wUL  They  found  it  mora  convenient  to 
be  wrong  with  him,  than  right  against  fainu     ' 

But  there  was  one  individuid,  who,  not  «onteat 
wil^  approving  his  design,  encouraged  it.  Prompted 
by  a  culpable  ambition,  he  increased  Napoledn's 
confidence,  by  exaggerating  the  force  of  his  -di- 
vision* For  after  incurring  so  mmy  fotigues, 
unaccompanied  by  danger,  it  was  a  great  merit 
in  those  chie&  who  preserved  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  men  around  their  eagles.  The  emperor 
waa  thus  gratified  on  his  weak  sidf,  and  the  period 
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of  compensation  was  approaching.  In  order  to  make 
himself  more  agreeable,  the  individual  in  question 
boldly  took  upon  himself  to  vcnieh  for  the  ardour 
of  his  soldiers,  whose  emaciated  countenances  but 
ill  accorded  with  the  flattery  of  their  leader.  The 
emperor  gave  credit  to  this  ardour,  because  it 
pleased  him,  and  because  he  only  saw  the  soldiers 
at  reviews ;  occasions  when  his  presence,  the  mill* 
tary  pomp,  the  mutual  excitation  produced  by  great 
assemblages,  imparted  fervor  to  the  mind ;  when, 
in  short,  all  things,  even  to  the  secret  orders  of  the 
chiefs,  contributed  to  dictate  the  appearance  of 
enthusiasm. 

But  in  fact  it  was  only  with  his  guard  that  he 
thus  occupied  his  attention.  In  the  army,  the  sol* 
diers  complained  of  his  non-appearance.  '*They 
no  longer  saw  him,'*  they  said,  ^  except  in  days  of 
battle,  when  they  ^had  to  die  for  him,  but  never 
when  they  required  the  means  of  existence.  They 
were-  all  there  to  serve  him,  but  he  seemed  no 
longer  there  to  serve  them." 

In  this  manner  did  they  suffer  and  complain, 
but  without  sufficiently  considering  that  what  they 
complained  of  was  one  of  the  inseparable  evils  of 
the  campaign.  The  dispersion  of  the  various  corps 
d'ahn6e  being  indispensable  for  the  sake  of  pro- 
eming  subsistence  in  these  deserts,  that  necessity 
kept  Napoleon  at  a  distance  from  his  soldiers. 
His  guard  could  hardly  find  subsistence  and  shelter 

his  immediate  neighbourhood  ;  the  rest  were  out 

his  sight.    It  is  true  that  many  imprudent  acts 
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kad  iweatly  beML  poflHmMed';  ^wnfrml  cowbfs  jtf 

jMnpniiou  betegra^  to  other  .'Cerfis  ^:wub  wbl 
passage  daringly  retained  ^ati  fhe  imperidiH 
fttartetSy  for  the  uo^of  tlie  guard,, ^rwhwe-driito  is 
not  km^wn.  .Thts>io)e4ioer  aM^  toUie'jaahnty 
which  $Mh  hadiAes  of  men  »braya  inapire^  erontad 
diae01DtoBt.inthe  anny.      -  <   •*     ' 

Bieapecl^  how  war, .  for  the  oan^mror  <|f  JSuo^, 
aiad  the  neeaainty  of  cii^amatancefl!^  ai^fioplaA  thatt; 
idi^y  .B^w  that  they>  winre  too .  daepty.aiiiAMiiliai:) 
thatia  vtctwy  wa«  newwary  for  their  Jipeedf  MitH»- 
aace  from.  tWr  .wiharrassm^nt,  end  ttot  he  akqe 
conld  give  it  them.  Misfortune^  martav^r^  had 
purified  th^army ;  all  that  remained  of  it  ofjuM^not 
fail  to  be  its  Slite  both  in  mind  and'  body.  In  order 
to  hive  got  so  far  as  they  had  done,  v(rhat  trials  had 
they  not  withstood  1  Suapaaae,  and  disgust  with 
miserable  cantonments,  were  sufficient  to  agitate 
such  men.  To  remain,  appeared '  to  them  insup- 
portable ;  to  retreat,  impQSsil>)e ;  it  was,  tberrfor^ 
imperative  to  advance. 

The  grebt  names  of  Smolensk  and  Maseew  in- 
spired  no  alarm.  In  ordinary  times,  and  wttKtArili- 
nary  men,  that  unknown  re^il,thli.e'unvi8ifa>^f^ 
pie,  and  the  distance  which  magnifies  aHrllhit^, 
would  have  been  snffident  to  d&couiragfe:  ^Bdt 
these  were  the  very  circumstanees  whidi,  la  ^tAs 
case,  were  most  attractive.  The  soldiers'  diMr  pte^* 
•ure  was  in  hazardous  sitttatfons,  which  ^tt%  ten^ 
dtoed  mare-iatereMiii^  by  %he  greater  propatftfon 
^f  danger  titey  i«volyid,'and;on  wMfeh  ntfw-daigria 
eonferred  a  more  striking  air  of  singularity ;  emb- 
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ifawMl  Bttkmaa  fdr  mutism  tfimt»,  tviiieh  had  dx- 
fcaMtod 'ifaoir  .  tflrte '  ifiir  dd  tlimgs^  and  whidt^ 
dnpAfoie,  remind  unr . 

'  -AinbiiiMi  WM^  at  that  time,  oompletelf  un- 
gluwiJed;  every  tlbi^  inspired  the  passion  for  glory ; 
Asf  had  been  kMBSched  into  a  boundless  career. 
How  was  it  possible  to  measwe  the  ascendancy, 
whadk  k  poneftffB^  emperor  must  have  acquired,  or 
Ifce  stMEig  impnlse  which  he  had  grren  them  t-*4m 
thmfmrn,  eapable  of  telling  bis  soldiers  after  the 
iwtofy  of  Ansterfitv,  ^  I  will  allow  you  to  name 
ywif  dnldren  after  me  ;  and  if  among  tiiem  there 
fihtnW  -ptave  one  worthy  of  us,  I  will  leave  him 
wret^Hai^  I  possess,  and  name  him  my  snecesMr/' 

•  ■#!■ 


mSSmmmS^ 


»i 


,  ijfr:  CHAP.  ni. 

g^.  "[(jmt: jpiq^  of.  tl^  two  wii^s  of  tlie  Russian 
.4Nn^  in  t(fcdiri(ctioii  ^f  Smolansk,  had  craspelle^ 
j|ibjT»Vlip,4^  Jto  a^roximate  his  various  division^. 

.Jjff-WCTP^  '^  att^bck  .bad  yet  been  given,  but  the 
iPpr  b^mlved  l^  op  allvSides ;  it  seen»ed  tq  tempt 
.  Jlff  iPW^:  Pj'  ne^fm,  an4  to  stimulate   it  iff 

.f»vW^  M^P»  M»  Mt  of  August,  t)i«,Duka9f 
.^riggiti,  by  a  bold  marah  ^  Sebci%  as-  Cur  a« :  the 

,  hjMfe^s  ^  Yakybowoy  bad  just  turned  tibe  kit  of 
nrngeasMn.    This  hostile  geneml,  beJDg  »left  m 
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the  dtrectiiMi  of  Drifisa,  had  it  in  ehurge  to  cover 
the  road  from  Sebez  to  Petersimrgh*  In  equal 
dread  of  Oudmot  and  Maedonaid,  hb  fwni  hiMielf 
between  the  two  roads,  horn  Polotsk  aild  IWhii 
Punabourg/whicfa  meet  at  Sehez.  On  the  9(Mi  of 
July,  finding  himself  oat^flanked  on  the  left  hy 
Ondinoty  he  hastened  thither  with  the  deterMnlsir 
tion  of  recoTeri^g,  hj  a  viotory,  ^at  hrMofa  i>f  his 
line  of  operatioii* 

His  resolution  diaconeertai  that  of  the  Diiko  pf 
^gg^t  ^9  iAi><d:  llMted  two  dnya ;  at  last  4>» 
French  marshdi  yielded  his  advantage,  ttimmui 
IB^  fn  a  confined  position,  on  which  ihe  TMige  ^ih» 
Russian  fijre  waa  bonceatrated,  he  did  not  i^enMtfe 
to  attack,  in  order  to  escape  from  it ;  he  retreated, 
and  the  Russian,  finding  his  enemy  give  way,  pressed 
him  more  closely ;  he  thMW  •  confusion  into  our 
retreat,  and  some  hundred  prisoners)  aa  well  as 
bagg&gr^^  f<sli  iuto  the  haradd  of  Koulnief* 

Wittgenstein,  elated  by  tUa^asy  victory,  poshed 
it  beyond  all  bounds.  In  the  first  transport '  of 
his  victory,  he  ordered  Kouhiief,  add  19|D9&  inOn^ 
to  pass  the  Drissta,  iii  order  to  pHrHue  d'^tiftMt 
and  Legrrind.  The  latter  had  made  a  hOIti  lUmy 
covered  their  detachment  by  a  riiiinggtrorttttfl,  teftd 
observing  tiie  Russian  generikl  tasUy  Ventulr^^ 
himself  into  a  defile  between  tiliem  ai^  fte'rifer, 
tiiey  rushed  suddenly  up<m  htm,  0verthrew>Wid 
killed  him',  4»king  ft6m  him  also  elglkt  pi^es'of 
cannon,  and  2,000-raen. 

Konfaiief,  it  was  siaid,  died  like  a  hero ;  a  catinon 
ball  broke  both  his  legs,  and  threw  him  prostrate 
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ea  bis  own  ctannon;  wlleie^  observing  the  French 
•ppyoaciiing,  lie  torn  off  his  decoratiohs,  anB^  in  a 
tiinsiiavt  ef  anget  at  Ida  o^n  temerity,  condemned 
jHRisdtf .  to  die  oa  the  r^ry  t^mt  where  his  ertor  was 
ooMmfctedy  ttdmnuuoBting  his  soldiers  to  leare  him  to 
Us  fate.  The  whole  Russian  army  r^retted  him ; 
it  boputad  this  misfiEMrtutie  to  one  of  those  indi- 
ridaifilB  ^hctto.  ihe  caprke  of  Paul  had  made  into 
generals,  at  the  period  when  that  emperor  was 
qutfla^ilew  to  power,  aaid  coneeiyed  the  idea  of  enter- 
mg  3m  peaceaUe  isheritance  in  the  diaraoter  of  a 
taHuaqAanti  conqueror.    - 

.  *RMhMSf  passed-  Qtver  with  the  tTictoty  .frofn  the 
ifciitaian'4o  theFrembcaa^.;  this  unexpected  sue- 
M0S  .elated  them.;  they  forgot  die  error  4o  ^hich 
tbey  wera  indehted  for.  it,  and  without  reflect- 
fing  4lMMfc  ^y  ^were  Ao^  ta* imitate  %he  imprudence 
byl  wUch  iliay  had  gnst  profited,  they  precipitated 
thasselyes  iipmi  Ab  flying-footsteps  of  the  Russians. 
.Xlifi  fEreneh  advanced  guard  {>roeeeded,>  head* 
)M|g^  in. tAis. manner  for  twi^  leagues,  and  were 
(Ndfmainded  of  their  temerity  by  finding  them- 
IwhWiT m  .presence  ofiike  Russian  army;  Pressed 
jm4  davfo  Imek  in  his  turn  tapon  the  Dttna,  Oudi- 
fMt  ften^ioBt.aU  Iu9  advmitages,  and  Wittgensteiii 
jMWrinyabartly  afteit- received  some  relnferoem^its, 
iNipidsed  Vm  as.iir^#s  IVdetiA:;  and  tranquilly  re- 
aomed  -Us  first  position  at  O^weia*  Theft  it  was 
that  Ni^alsoBfa  diisatttfiiotieii  induoed  tiin  tb  send 
fiaiat-Cyr  and  the  Bav]arians  in  ik$k  direetM,  in 
«iBwq«enoe  af  wUth,  lliat  divisbn  of  tiie  ttmy 
vtmemni'^taSSfiOD  men. 

f2 
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Nearly  about  the  same  time  intelKgence  was 
brought  to  Witepsk  that  the  advanced  guard  of  the 
viceroy  had  gained  some  advantages  near  Stnraij ;  but 
that^  in  the  centre^  near  the  Dnieper,  at  Inlcowb, 
Sebastianif  surprised  by  superior  numbers^  had  been 
defeated. 

Napoleon  was  then  writing  to  the  duke  of  Ba^ 
sano  to  announce  daily  fresh  victories  to  the  Tark5; 
True  or  false  was  of  no  consequence;  provided  ^ 
communications  produced  the  effect  of  suspending 
their  treaty  with  Russia,  He  was  still  engaged  in 
this  task,  when  deputies  from  Red  Russia  arrived  at 
Witepsk^  and  informed  Duroc,  that  they  haid  heard 
the  report  of  the  Russian  cannon  announcing  *  the 
peace  of  Bucharest.  That  treaty,  sig;n!ed  hf 
Kutusof,  was  ratified  on  the  14th  of  July. 

At  this  intelligence/which  Duroc  traiusnittted 'to 
Napoleon,,  the  latter  was  deeply  ntortifted.  He 
was  now  no  longer  astonished  at  Alesdander's 
silence.  At  first,  it  was  the  tardhiess  of  Mare^i^ 
negotiations  to  which  he  imputed  this'  result; 
then,  to  the  blind  stupidity  of  the  Turks,  te^wili^m 
their  treaties  of  peace  were  always  more  *  fiUid 
than  their  wars;  lastly,  the  perfidious  poHey'^'of 
his  allies,  all  of  whom,  taking  advantage  -^  Ae 
distance  and  the  obscurity  of  the  serag^,  iMd, 
doubtless,  dared  to  uiiite  against  their  ccuinon 
dictator.  '  '■ 

This  event  rendered  a  prompt  victory  still -mofe 
necessary  to  him.  All  hope  of  peace  was  now  at 
an  end.  He  had  Just  read  the  proclamations  of  Alex- 
ander.    Being  addressed  to  a  rude  people,  they 
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w^re  aec^arily  uorefined  :  th^  following  are  spma 
passages  of  them ;  '^  The  enemy,  with  unexampled 
pei:fidyy  had  ai;inounced  the  ruin  of  our  country. 
Oujc  b^rave  soldiers  b.uru  to  thro^y  themselves  on 
thwr  battalions,  and  to  destroy  them ;  but  it  is 
not  our  intention  to  allow  them  to  be  sacrificed  on 
tbQ  altars  of . this  Jyiolocb.  A  general  insurrection 
is. necessary  against  the  universal  tyrant.  He 
eomes  with  treachery  in  his  heart,  and  loyalty  on 
bis  lipVy  to.  chain  us  with  his  legions  of  slaves.  Let 
US  dnve  away  this  race  of  locusts*  Let  us  carry 
iik0  cross  in  our  hearts,  and  the  sword  in  our  hands. 
Lat  IIS  pluck  his  fangs  from  this  lion  s  mouth,  and 
^erthirow  the, tyrant,  whose  object  is  to  overthrow 
the  eaxth;' 

The  emperor  was  incensed.  These  reproaches, 
thasOr  successes,  apd  these  reverses,  all  contributed 
to>  stimulate  hi3  mind.  The  forward  movement  of 
Bavclay»  in  three  columns^  towards  Rudnia,  which 
the  cbeck  at  Injwwo  bad  disclosed,  and  the  vigorous 
dafeosive  pperatipns  of  Wittgenstein,  promised  the 
api^oach  of  a  battle.  He  had  to  choose  between 
^it,  and  a  long  and  sanguinary  defensive  war,  to 
irbiob  be  was  unaccustpmed,  which  was  dif&cult  to 
mapt^Hft  M  ^U^b  a  distance  from  his  reinforcements, 
awi  anfiouxaging  to  his  enemies. 
., ;  Jii|q[>ol^n  accordingly  decided ;  but  his  decision, 
without  being  rash,  was  grand  and  bold,  like  the 
anterprise  Jitself.  Having  determined  to  detach 
liimialf  from.Oudinot,  he  first  caused  him  to  be  re- 
inforced by  Saint  Cyr*s  corps,  and  ordered  him  to 
connect  himself  with  the  dukeofTarentum;  having 
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resolved  also  to  march  againat  the  en^ngr^iie  ^\Aii% 
by  changing  in  front  of  hiqi>  and  within  1m  rpack^. 
but  without  his  knowledge,  the  line  of  bis  operfitiow. 
at  Witepsk  for  that  of  Minsk.  His  manoeuvre  «fm 
so  well  combined ;  he  had  aocustomed  bis  gefteialu 
to  so  mach  punctuality,  secrecy^  bvA  precisioiit; 
that  in  four  days,  while  the  surprised  hostile  arq^y 
could  find  no  traces  of  the  Frendi  army  be€(H»  it» 
the  latter  would  by  this  plan  fiad  it^lf  in  a^maM 
of  185/)00  men  on  the  left  flank  and  rear  of  that 
enemy,  which  but  just  before  had  presumed  to  thiok 
of  surprising  him. 

Meantime,  the  extent  and  the  multipUeity  of  IIhi 
operations,  which  on  all  sides  daitted  Napoleen^a 
presence,  still  detained  faim  at  Witepsk.  It  was  imlyt 
by  his  letters,  that  he  could  make  his  presence  uni* 
versally  felt.  His  head  alone  kboured  Imr  A» 
whole,  and  he  indulged  himself  in  the  tboiigjbt  that^ 
his  urgent  and  repeated  orders  would  suffice  to 
make  nature  herself  obedient  to  him. 

The  army  only  subsisted  by  its  exertions,  and 
from  day  to  day  ;  it  had  not  provisions  for  twenty- 
four  hours  :  Napoleon  ordered  that  it  should  pro- 
vide itself  for  fifteen  days.  He  was  incessantly 
dictating  letters.  On  the  10th  of  August  he 
addressed  eight  to  the  prince  of  Eckmiihl,  and 
almost  as  many  to  each  of  his  other  lieutenants. 
In  the  first,  he  concentrates  every  thing  round 
himself,  in  conformity  with  his  leading  principle, 
^  that  war  is  nothing  else  than  the  art  of  assembUng 
on  a  given  point,  a  larger  number  of  men  than  your 
enemy/'    It  was  in  this  spirit  that  he  wrote  to  Da- 
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vonst:  ^' Send  for  Latour*Mauboiirg.  If  the  enemy 
renmn  at  Smolensky  as  I  hare  reason  to  suppose, 
it  will  be  a  decisive  afibir,  and  we  cannot  have  too 
miidi  numerical  strength.  Orcha  will  become  the 
pivot  of  the  army.  Every  thing  leads  me  to  believe 
that  there  will  be  a  great  battle  at  Smolensk ; 
hospitels  wiliy  thOTefore,  be  requisite;  they  will  be 
neoesBary  at  Orcha,  Dombrowna,  )tfohilef,  Kocha- 
nowo,  Bobre,  Borimf,  and  Minsk.'" 

H  was  thanr  only  that  he  manifested  extreme 
daamly  about  the  provisioning  of  Orcha.  It  was 
on  the  10th  of  August,  at  the  very  moment  whe» 
he  was  dsetating  this  'letter,  that  he  gave  his  or- 
diitef  OMOeh.  In  four  days,  all  his  army  teeeiiTed 
Olden -to  assemble  on  the  left  bsmk  of  the  Boris- 
thesiei^  and  in  the  direotiono^Liady.  He  departed 
fiMtt  Wkepsk  on  thd  18di,  alter  having  remained 
tbire  a^lisMnight. 


trl       •  .  •     • 
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BOOK  VI. 


CHAPTER  I. 

• 

It  was  the  check  at  Inkowo  whidi  deddtd  Napo^ 
bon;  tea  tfaolisaiid  Busanan  hone^  m  an  aftor 
miik  the  advanced  guards  had  o¥«tiiroiirn  Sebaa* 
tiani  and  hia  cavalry.  The  report  of  the  general  wiw 
had  been  beaten,  the  boldness  of  the  altadk,  •  A9 
bapeif  tay  the-  urgent  necessity ,  of  a  decisive  engoge- 
iketit^  all  led  the  emperor  to  bdifive  that  the  iUisi- 
sian  army  was  between  tiie  Diina  and  the  Dnieper^ 
and  that  it  was  marching  agamat  the  centi'ci'of  iris 
cantonments :  this  was  actually  the  hxL 

The  grand  army  being  dispersed,  it  was  neoessary 
to  collect  it  tc^ether.  Napoleon  had  resolved  to 
defile  with  his  guard,  the  army  of  Italy,  and'thnee 
of  Davoust's  divisions,  before  the  front  of  atjback  of 
the  liussians ;  to  abandon  his  Witepsk  line  of  opevar- 
tion,  and  take  that  of  Orcha,  and,  lastly ^  to  thrcnr 
himself  with  185,000  men  on  the  left  of  Ae  Dnie*- 
per  and  of  the  enemy's  army.  Covered  by  the 
river,  his  plan  was  to  get  beyond  it,  lor  the  purpose 
of  reaching  Smolensk  before  it ;  if  sucocffiftiU  hi^ 
should  have  separated  the  Russian  army  net  only 
from  Moscow,  but  frimi  the  whole  centre  and  souttt 
ef  the  empire ;  it  would  be  confined  to  the  north  ; 
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and  he  would  have  accomplished  at  Smolensk 
against  Bagration  and  Barclay  united,  what  he  had 
in  vain  attempted  at  Witepsk  against  the  army  of 
Barclay  alone.  .  > 

Thus  the  line  of  operation  of  so  large  an  army  was 
about  to  be  suddenly  changed ;  200,000  men,  spread 
over  a  tract  of  more  than  fifty  leagues,  were  to  be  all 
at  once  brought  together,  witix>ut  the  knowledge 
of  the  enemy,  within  reach  of  him,  and  on  his  left 
fladb  iTbis  was^  undoubtedlyv  oiine  of  lAiose  grand 
dsfcrnuBations  whieh,  executed  with,  die  unity  and 
npidtty.of  thetr  eomoeption^  change  instaataneouBly 
tfa»face:of  war,  deeide  liie  fate^f  6iBp»es,'«iid  dis* 
play,  tha  .'genius  of  oonqneMra«  • 

We  marchsd.:  and  frovi  Odroha'to>.Liftdy>  the 
Eraadi  army  formod  a  lon^  oolciiiin  rni^bhe  lelt 
banjk.of  fthe  Ihnepcv^  Jn  tibisr  mass,  the^'firM  '<k)rps, 
that  of  Davawt,  was^istiogdisfaed  by  the  order  and 
harmony  wtBch . prevailed  in  itt  dinsions.  The  fine 
apfMaraoce  of  these  troops,  the  care  with  which 
therjr  were  supplied^  and  the  atteirtion  that  was 
paid-tormaketheito  qmrefiilof  their  provisions,  which 
tlie4flB|irovichBnt  (Soldier  is  apt  to  waste;  lastly,  the 
fikteiigtii  of  liiase  ^visions,  the  happy  result  of  this 
sevetO'diseifdiiie,:  aU  cdased  ihem  to  be  acknow* 
Isdgid^as  tbe.modd  of  the  whole  army. 
.tiGudiii^sdinBibn  alone  was  wanting;  owing  to  an 
itt*wiftten  ofder,  itfaad  been  wandering  ibr  twenty- 
Cofetf  ftoma  in  marshy  woods  |  dt*  arrived,  however; 
huft  dtninished  by  three  huadfed  combatants ;  for 
Moh  errars  are  not  to  be  impaired  bat  by  forced 
mncfes,  under  which  the  weakest  are  isure  to  sink. 


\ 
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The  emperor  traversed  in  a  day  tiie  hiHy  aMi 
woody  tract  whick  separates  the  Dttna  from  the 
Boristhenes;  it  was  before  Rassasna  thM  he  crossed 
the  latter  river.  Its  distance  from  oor  home/  the 
very  andqmty  of  its  name;  every  thii^  coimected 
with  it^  excited  otir  curiosity.  Fw  the  first  tkne^ 
the  waten^f  this  MuMOvite  river  were  aibont  to  betir 
a  Freneh  atniy,  and  to  reflect  o«r  vietoriotts  arms. 
The  Romans  had  known  it  only  by  tiieir  deCwts : 
i^  was  down  this  same  stream  that:  the  eavages  of 
the  Norths  the  children  of  Odin  andRnrik^desoendeid 
to  plunder  Oeastantiiiople*  Leoff  before  we  ooc(li 
pecceiva  it,  cnr  eyes  sought  it  with  attbitiouaiat]HM. 
tience ;  we  came  to  a  narrow  riiiter;  straitened  beM 
tween  woody  and  uncidtivated  banks ;  it  waS'  tlse 
Boristhenes  wUdb  -  presisnted  itself  to*  war  view  in 
this  hnsnble  form.  At  this  stg^bs  all  onr  ^roud^ 
thoughts  were  lowered,  and  they  were  soon  totall]^ 
baiduhed  by  thenecesnty  df  pto>vidit>g  for  our  meat 
urgent  WMsts/^  > 

The  emperor  Miept  in  hts  teat  i» '  advance  «f 
Rassasna;  next  day  the  antty  marched  tegethwj 
ready  to  draw  up  in  order  of  battle,  with  the  em^ 
peror  on  horseback  in  the  midst  of  it*.  The  ud^ 
vanced  guatd  drove  before  it  two  pidksof  cossaebi^ 
who  resisted  only  till  they  had  gained  tiitte  ta 
destroy  soaae  bodges  and  some  trusses  of  foirage^ 
The  viUi^es  deserted  by  ihe  enemy  we|e  plundered 
as  soon  as  we  entered  them :  we  pasaed  them  in  stt 
possible  haste  and  in  disorder* 

The  streams  were  crossed  by  fords  whidi  were 
soon  spoiled;  the  regiments  whidi  came  afterwards 
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plflted.  inirer  itt  other  places^  wherever  tfaey:  could/ 
No' one  gave  Uiiis«lft  laiieh  concern  about  flueh  de«^ 
USi^  iriiieh  wete  aegkcted  by  the  general  staff  r 
no  peraon  <waa  loft  to  poin^  out  the  danger^  ^herei 
fberewaft  any>  4«r  .tbe  road,  if  tbem  wece  sewnil^ 
Badi  cwps4^grmdf  seened  fto  :be  these  for  itself 
akiM^  eadi  divmon^  each  individual  to  be  unoon* 
Meted  inthotiia  reet;.a$^il  the&ieofoiiehadaot 
de|mid«lBloDiAat^of:tfeotlierir:  ' 

'The  wasmf  every  where  left  bduaid  slragi^s^  and 
nden  wiM>  hadlaaC  their  W9!f,  irhon  ifae  officexs  passed 
ivfidKNit netieing  thtti t  therewcndd  have  been  too 
manj^tto  iskd  fisidt  with ;  and  besides,  each  was  too 
modi  oeoopaed  with  himd£  to  attend  to  dtheiuiw 
Hae^  tf£  these  xneti  were  ihaxttud^rs,  who  feigned 
lUnesa  or  a  woimd^to  separate  fvon  the  rest,  whioh 
thaiei'wraa  not  time  to  pretvent, ;  and  which  will 
abfaya  bethe  eaae  in  Jaxge  aismie^,  that  are  urged 
ftaward  whbtsudtprecipttotiQn,  as  indlvidiid  order 
cannot  ^)dst  in  the  midst  of  general  disorder^ 

fABfiir.a0JLiiadyi(die  villages  appeared  to  us  to  be 
inese  Jewish,  thaft  Polish ;  the  Lithuanians  fled  some- 
tiBies  St  our.  approftidi ;  the  Jews  always  remained : 
nothing  could*  have^induoed  them  to  forsake  their 
wnftohed'ihabiijitioiis;  diey  might  be  hnowu  by 
their  thick .  pnHmnoiation,  tiieir  voluble  and  hasty 
wagr  0£  spedkangythe  vivacaiy  of  their  metioiiSi  and 
thek  eemfdsaiiDa,  aniasated  by  the  base  passion  of 
lucre.  We.  noiiesd  in  particular*  their  eager  smd 
ptercing  looks,  their  faees  and  features  lengthened 
out  into  acnte  points,  which  a  malicious  and  per- 
fidious snule  cannot  widen ;  their  tall,  slim,  and 
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supple  form ;  the  earnestness  of  their  demeanour, 
and  lastly^  their  beards,  usually  red,  and  those 
long  black  robes,  tightened  round  their  loins  by  a 
leather  girdle;  for  every  thing  but  their  filthiness 
distinguishes  them  fix>m  the  laihuaman  peasiints ; 
every  thing  about  them  bespeaks  a  degraded 
people. 

They  seem  to  have  coiiqu^ed  Poland,  where  (hcry 
swarm,  and  the  whole  substance  of  whidi  they  isofifc 
out.  Formerly  their  TeUgion,  at  present  the  sense 
of  a  reprobation  too  long  universal,  have  inad^  them 
the  enemies  of  mankind ;  of  old  they  attacked  wiih 
arms,  at  present  by  cunning.  This  race  is  wi^ 
honied  by  the  Russians,  perhaps-  tm  aoeount  of  its 
enmlity  to  image-worsfaip,  while  the  MttSQ9vitdi 
carry  theiif  adoration  of  images  to  idolatry^  Finally^ 
whether  from  superstition  or  rivalvy-  :o£  inieraiCd, 
they  have  forbidden  them  their  country :  .the  Jews 
were  obliged  to  put  up  widi  thebr  cevitempA,  whi^ 
their  impotence  repaid  with  hatred  ^ '  but  tlm/^deh 
tested  our  pillage  still  more.  Enemies,  of  all»  8pw 
to  both  armies,  they  sold  one  to  the  oither  fieolB 
resentment  or  fear,  accofrdiiig  tooeoaBiBD,  andim- 
cause  there  is  nothing  that  they  will  not  selli 

At  Liady  the  Jews  ended,  and-CNd  RusnaiOQiiA* 
menced;  our  eyes  were  the? efbm .  reUend  from 
their  disgusting  presence,  but  other  wairts  made  us 
regret  them;  we  missed  their  actiro  and .  aSciqus 
services,  which  money  could  coDMumdy  aaid  tkeir 
German  jargon,  the  only  language  which,  we  under- 
stood in  dieM  denerts,  and  which  they  all  speak, 
because  they  require  it  in  their  traffic* 
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CHAP.  II. 

Ok  the  Ifith  o£  August^  at  three  iO'clook^  we  came 
m  sight  of  Krasnoe,  a  totini  coastructed  of  wood, 
whidi  a  Russian  regiment  made  a  show  of  defend- 
ing i  vbvt  it  detained  Msrahal  Nef  .110  lo«gef  1  than 
tfaeiame  neeessary  to  catne  at  and.  everi^ow  it. 
Tbe-timn  hmg^tAea^  thevei weve  seen  beyond  it 
flOOO  iUiMan  infimtiy  in  two  oolmnns,  while .  set 
veral  squadrons  covered  the  >  retreat.  This .  was  4he 
cetpa  of  Newerowskoi* 

'  Tke^grmmd  was  unequal,  hut  hare,  and  snijkM^ 
f»roKrd[fy.  MuvatTlookpeseessioiiiof  it]  bptrthe 
tlUges  o€  Ktaanoe  wei»  broken  dowii,  aad-  the 
J^ttook'cavalfyi  was  obliged  to. novo  off  on  the  left, 
«ttd^<tOi8efile!  to/  a  great  distance  in  had  fotdsy/iB 
^«dflt  ,ta  eome  iip}rwitik  the  enemy.:  When  our 
'tmoiMfwercl  in  pntMce  of  tlie  lattei,  the^^fiieujlty 
^<rtliei/plBsagfln^Mch  they  'had  just  left  behind 
tteita,'Tadd  ibB  beldxeountenanee  of  the  Russians, 
«adai4haBK  heatat^ ;  diey  lost  taase  in  waitsog  /or 
one  aaottorand  depioying,  but  stiU  th#  fiist  ^foit 
-diaperaadf  llie:eAein)r'&  saffairy. 
•ft'iNemitttakat' 'finding  .fainKelf  oneoiKered,  drew 
te^etter^his  ooluitms;  and  formed  them  into  a 'foil 
'«piattr>  shnduoki  .that  Murat's  cavalry  penetrated 
seMralf  Aimet  ontooit, . wUboH  being  able  to  break 
thiiMgfeor  ta  disperse!  4t^ 

Hi^'il  it.  ei»n  true  that  our  first  enlarges  stopped 
short  at  the  distance  of  ^  paces  from  the  j&qnt  of 
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the  Rusaans:  whenever  the  latter  foimd  them- 
selves too  hard  preased,  they  faced  about,  steadily 
awaiting,  aad   driviog  us  back  with  their  small 
arms ;   and  then  profiting  by  our  dborder,  they  iaa- 
mediately  oontinned  their  mtnii. 
.    The.cofiOKkswiereaeen  striUniptwith  theshaAs 
of  tfae&  piluasueh  of  the  feoitfsioidiets  asilehgtheiffid 
i;he  line  of  march;  ok  stopped  out.  ef  their  ranha; 
hr   our    eqnadvoDB   hanssed  diem,  .ineeasantiy, 
watehedali  their  mevenMits,  penetrated  tBtoife 
amalleat  intenab^And  inataody  carried  MaXkJhik 
teparated  from,  the  main  body.  . 
^    Newerowskoi  had  one  very  ^cntical  aiomeBtr?  JA 
Hxlaum  was  mMnddng  on.  the.  left  of  the  high,  road 
duHSugti  rye  net  yet  tmt,  when  .all  ht  onee  kwas 
stopped  by.  a  ]eiig.fiQiu3e,  fimnedsictf  m  stout. psfisfide^ 
)itt .  soldiMs, .  pmsed  .by  xnr  iiia«eqMiito,..had  mA 
iin^e  to  make  a  gap  in  it,  and  Morat^sent  thalillS«8>> 
tamhergers  agaiost  them  to:  make  them  lay  ddsrn 
their  acms{  but  while  ithe  hnd  oii  iim  Bmaimm 
colttmti  v^as  surmbmitiiigxAhe  dfaBtaela^  di^tz!  iMm- 
.moat  raBha.&cedalMuit  and  ataadfimk  Theyfiaai 
iU^  i(^  is  tniQ,  moet  of  them  mto  dm.  air^  like  pemeefc 
mIio  «re  fr^^ktened;  bat.soinBar^  thsit  Aetiimahi  ihi 
flash  of  the  reports  of  so  ■mny.iho^:ftighimmd*dit 
Warteinbesg.korass,.mia  thnw  dMntmle .<»<». 
fiieioDt.         ...  ...         j  .  i    i.        4'$y\a 

.  The  Russians  seised  difis  aunseiBi  :to-|daea'/JUa> 
jtween  them.aQd  lis  that  barrier  wksoh  area  expetied 
to  prove  fatal  to  them.  Their  jepiaiaii  prol|tedlby 
ftt  t^  xaUy  and  gaia  gaound*  .At  leagtk  aime 
JBr^n^h  ctaniHEt  G«Be:upi  aad  :  they  aloM  wsie 
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cmptble  af  making  a  breaeh  in  tins  living  fbrtiMS. 
It  was  then  that  our  squodtfona  pentiirat^,  but  not 
&r»  the  horses  sticldng  fSetst^  as  it  wece^  in  this 
dkouK  and  obstinate  mass* 

Newerowskoi  hastened  to  reaefa  a  defile,  where 
OfDucby  was  ordered  to  antieipdte  him  $  bnt  Ifaat 
general  and  his  carairy  arriVed  too  late,  ^ther  be^ 
cfluse  tiiey  had-  gone  too  far  to  the  left,  or  flie 
gtouttd  had  porevented  a  more  rapid  movement ;  or 
facfCMttt  Grondiy  was  m&t  si^ieieiitly  soMi^le  of  its 
iflpottanee^  -  It  wsar  ncnsertheless  giriat,  sine^: there 
was  between  Smolensk  and  Mlirat  but,  tUs  Me 
Knsssap  terps,  and  th^t  being  deteated>  Smolensk 
migiMtl^e'been  surprised  withourt  defenders,  taken 
vithonfr^  battle,  and  tbe  M^my^s  avmy  cnt  off  from 
his  eapital.  Bat  this  Russian  dmsion  at  length 
gainttd  a«  woedy  ^onnd  whtee  tta  flanks   were 

ISewerowdtoi  retoeeiied  like  a  lion^  stiil  heieft 
Hi^  Ml  ot  battle  liWO  tailed,  lOOO  prisoMts, 
e%ht :  pieces  ^fcaimon.  The^Frenefa  cava}ry 
Ae  honmir  of  that  day.  The  attack  was  4« 
ifi'itb^  defence  was . elvtinate ;  ft  had  die 
teerit,r]tttiiijg  laslyiihe  sword  to  enplby  against 
liiidk».|aroni ■  and  fire:  ite  enlighteaed  courage  of 
tiw  Fredbkiddier  bMig  besides  of  a  more  etalted 
nature  than  that  ef  the  Russian  troops,  Mere  docile 
gfatTW^  v^o^eapese  a  less  happy  life,  and  bodies  in 
wiiehi  c^  bias  «itttng«ufeihed  senrtbiiity. 
,  -  Asiehonce  we«ld  haviB  it,  the  day  '^^AJis  success 
WSBS  the  emperor's  birth'^ay.  The  etmy  n^ver 
ttuMght  ef  celfil)rating  it.    In  the  disporition  of  the 
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men  and  of  the  plaee,  tkei^'was*  iioArngmkat^Ukf- 
moniMd  with  sdck  a'cetebratftonp empty  siciclaMa^ 
tions  woaM  hate  been  Iwt  -amid  those  vaift'deseitir. 
In  our  i^ituatioD,  there  wds  no  other  festif al  -tlMii 
the  day  4f  a  compiete  Tietory « 

Marat  and  Ney,  however,  in  reporting^  their  sttd 
cees  to  the  emperer/paid  faomlige  to  that  anniver-r 
sary.  They  caused  a  salute  of  100  guns  tor  h6 
fired.  The  ^emperor  remarked,  with  dbpleaswe; 
that  in  Ruasia  it  was  neoessary  to  be  more  sparinj^ 
of  French  powder ;  he  was  answered  that  it  was 
Russian  powder  taken  the  preceding  day.  The 
idea  of  bearing  his  birth-day  celebrated  at  the  ex* 
pense  of  the  enemy  drew  a  smile  from  Napoleon. 
It  was  admitted  that  this  very  rare  species  of  flat- 
tery became  such  men. 

Prince  Eugene  also  ccmsidered  it  his  duty  to 
carry  lum  his  good  wishes*  The  emperor  'said'  to 
hn,  ''Every  thing  is  preparing  for  a  buttle;  ifdiidl 
gmi  it,  and  we  shall  see  MoMaw/'  Thtt  ptiiiM 
kept  ^lence,  but  in  going  away  he  retiiraeil  ^<s# 
answer  to  the  questions  of  Mar^ittl  Mortver/  «iftM 
cow  will  be  our  ruin!"  Thua  did  disapprabtfiafcr 
begin*  to  be  expressed.  Duroc,  the  Qioat '  retertAM 
of  all,  the  friend  and  confidant  of  th^  empMI? 
loudly  deckvedi  thAt  ho  coukL  not  fiMresa^  tto)Kfitttf 
of  our  retarm  £kaU  it  was  only  among  thlMttkftt^ 
that  the  great  officers  ihdulged  in  such  remaiii^ 
for  they  were  awtoe  that '  the  decision  being  (Motif 
takon,  aU  would  have  to  concur  in  ks  exetoHUk  ; 
that  the  more  dangerous  their  situation  beeanie; 
the  moreHeed  ^  there  was  of  c<)urage;  and  that  a 
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ffoft^  jeylcutiM  to  ^nbato^  zeal^  wouM  be  tres^fm- 

by-  jfQvdg,  opfQ9^ ,  tbe  emper0r  in  his  te&t,  aj^iar 
ppj^^olit  full  Q{.conficleQc.e  and  hope*  Tim  atti- 
tade  was  dictated  by  honour ;  the  multitude  im*- 
pif^i^tftQ  flattery. 

.  ^awprowf koii  almost  crushed»  hastened  to  shut 
jbp^wlf  up  in  Smol^ensk.  He  left  behind  him  soo^e 
ct^fitUfflgB  to  burn  the  forage ;  ti^e  hpuses  were 
•»wrcd. 
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CHAP.  III.  ;.  . 

Wliii'fi  the  grand  ^r my  was  thus  ascending  ifae 
IM^fier^  dlongit#leftbank>  Barclay  itnd  Bagratkm; 
pli4ed  between  that  riter  and  the  lake  of  Kaspfia^ 
tiKWQi4i  tlnkowo^  bidieved  themselves  to  be.stiRio 
pie|*ace<  of  tbe  FVeneh  army.  They  hesitated.; 
^if^^imm^oii  by  the  counsel,  of  quarter-^mwter- 
lJWIt5ft^  i^^^j  they  resolv^  to  force  the  line  of  iour* 
efff^gffflifntli^agd  twice  dismayed  at  so  bold  a.de^ 
t<tgW>nrt»<^>'  they  stopped  short  in  the  midat  of 
4M(Vr  ilMnKweut  begun. for  that  pui^ose.  At  length*. 
t^tMnid  to  take  any  other  counsel  than  their  own, 
4^9:  appeared  to  have  l^ft  thdr  decision  io  cir- 
c^a^Blk9Mfi§,  aad  to,  awAitcOur  aittack^  in  order  :to 
f«lg|U4tq  their  defence  by  i%, 

Jtmghl  also  be  perceived,  from  the  unsteadiness 

VOL.  I.  Q 
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of  their  movements,  that  there  was  not  a  good  un- 
derstanding between  these  two  chiefs.  In  fact, 
their  situation,  their  disposition,  their  very  origin, 
every  thing  about  them,  in  short,  was  at  variance. 
On  the  one  hand  the  cool  valour,  the  scientific, 
methodical,  and  tenacious  genius  of  Barclay, 
whose  mind,  German  like  his  birth,  was  for  cal- 
culating every  thing,  even  the  chances  of  the  hazard^ 
bent  on  owing  all  to  his  tactics,  and  nothing  to 
fortune  ;  on  the  other  the  martial,  bold^  and  vehe- 
ment instinct  of  Bagration,  an  old  Russian  of  the 
school  of  Suwarrow,  dissatisfied  at  being  under  a 
general  who  was  his  junior  in  the  service — terrible 
in  battle,  but  acquainted  with  no  other  book  than 
nature,  no  other  instructor  than  memory,  no  other 
counsels  than  his  own  inspirations. 

This  old  Russian,  on  the  frontiers  of  old  Russia, 
trembled  with  shame  at  the  idea  of  retreating  with- 
out fighting.  In  the  army  all  shared  his  ardour  ;  it 
was  supported  on  the  one  hand  by  the  patriotic 
pride  of  the  nobles,  by  the  success  of  Inkowo,  by 
the  inactivity  of  Napoleon  at  Witepsk,  and  by  the 
severe  remarks  of  those  who  were  not  responsible  ; 
on  the  dther  hand,  by  a  nation  of  peasants,  trades- 
men, and  soldiers,  who  saw  tis  on  the  point  of 
treading  their  sacred  soil  i^ith  all  the^borrmr  that 
profanation  can  excite.  All,'in>short,  demanded  a 
battle. 

Barclay  alone  was  against  fighting.  His  plati^^ 
erroneously  attributed  to  England,  had  been  formed 
in  his  mind  so  far  back  as  the  year  1807;  but  he 
had  to  combat  his  own  army  as  well       ours  ;  ^and 
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UiQiigJti  comwAQ(ler-iu*€daief  and  minister*  he  was 
neither  Russian  enough,  nor  victorious  enough,  to 
win  the.  confidconce  of  the  Russians.  He  possessed 
that  of  Alexander  alone. 

Bagration  and  his  oiEcers  hesitated  to  obey  him. 
The  point  was  to  defend  their  native  land»  to  devote 
themselves  for  the  salvation  of  all :  it  was  the  affair 
pf  e^ch,  and  all  imagined  that  they  h^d  »  right  to 
examine.  Thus  their  ill  fortuijue.  distxus1^^4:  ^he 
prudence  of  their  general ;  whilst^  wit^  the,  excep- 
tion of  a  few  icjai^fyf,  pur  good  fortune  trusted  im* 
plidtl|r  to  the  boldness,  liitherto  .always  prp^per<9u^ 
qCauts jt.for  in  ^nccesa  to  comniand  is  ^^y ;;  119  .one 
ip^ttiies  whether  it  is  .priidence  qr  forti^n^  tlu^lt 
guinea*  3ucI)L.  is  the  situatipn  pf  mUitaj^y  gl^fa; 
wiien.  auccessfulj  they  ape  blindly  obeyed;  by  aU; 
^heu  .unfortunate^  they  are  criticised  by  pll, 
;..^^rri^d  away,  by  the  general  impulse^^Barday 
wa9./om  th#^  jppint  of^yielding  to  it  for  ^ipomeqt, 
tf^Tlhftipg  his  forces  towards,  ,B.udi;iia,  and  fittemp('- 
jf^.to  si^rprise  th^  French  arI9y^  4isp^7fi,e4  as  it 
jlffia^t  But  the  feeble  stroke,  whicb  hi9.,^dv4im;ed 

gm^  )lAd Jvst.  stru^ik  at  Inkowo.  bad  .al^cm^^  b^/P* 
j^  t^ejpabUe^^  p^^sed^  and  imagipiiigeyery.:pioment 
.  t^^i^e  WW  N^pol^on.  appM^ing  iij  fxwt  pf  him, 
fmi^xlg^,  m^  ^very;wjier.e,  excepting  on  ^i^.ieft, 
«hipb,.WP8  (5oyewdi3a.be.  thovigbt.,by  tbe  P^icpey, 
)^.lost  several  id^y^,  in  marph^s  aqfl  copnt^irilivche^ 
Hf  waa  ^bus  Jbe^i taking,  w^ben  ^,  at  qncje,  N^^e- 
rowskoi's  cries  of  distress  resounded  in  hi$.  P^p- 
X9  attpcki^jyas  flow  out  of  thj^^qjie^tjoi^  r^.bis  trjops 

q2 
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ran  to  arms,  and  hurried  towards  Smolensk  for  the 
purpose  of  defending  it. 

Murat  and  Ney  were  already  attacking  that  city : 
the  former  with  hifi  cavalry,  at  the  place  where  the 
Boristhenes  enters  its  walls ;  the  latter,  with  his 
infantry,  where  it  issues  from  them,  and  on  woody 
ground  intersected  by  deep  ravines.  The  marshal 
supported  his  left  on  the  river,  and  Murat  his  right, 
which  Poniatowski,  coming  direct  from  Mohilef, 
arrived  to  reinforce. 

In  this  place  two  steep  hills  contract  the  channel 
of  the  Boristhenes ;  on  these  hills  Smolensk  is  builfc. 
That  city  has  the  appearance  of  two  towns,  parted 
by  the  river  and  connected  by  two  bridges.  That 
on  the  right  bank,  the  most  modern,  is  wholly  ocr 
cupied  by  tradesmen ;  it  is  open,  but  overlooks  the 
other,  of  which  it  is  nevertheless  but  a  dependency^ 

The  old  town,  occupying  the  plateau  and  slopes 
of  the  left  bank,  is  surrounded  by  a  walltwenty-five 
feet  high,  eighteen  thick,  three  thousand  fathoms  in 
length,  and  defended  by  twenty-nine  massive  towers, 
a  miserable  earthen  citadel  of  five  bastions,  which 
commands  the  Orcha  road,  and  a  wide  ditch,  which 
serves  as  a  covered  way.  Some  outworks  and  th^ 
suburbs  intercept  the  view  of  the  approaches,  tp  thf^ 
Mohilef  and  Dnieper  gates;  they  are  defended  bu. 
a  ravine,  which,  after  encompassing  a  great  pairti 
of  the  town,  becomes  deeper  and. steeper  as  it  aj^ 
proaches  the  Dnieper,  on  the  side  next  to  the 
citadel. 

; ., . 

The    deluded    inhabitants    were    quitting    the 
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temples^  where  they  had  been  praising  God  for 
the  victories  of  their  troops^  when  they  saw  them 
hastening  up,  bloody,  vanquished,  and  flying  before 
the  victorious  French  army.  Their  disaster  was. 
unexpected,  and  their  consternation  so  much  the 
greater. 

Meanwhile,  the  sight  of  Smolensk  had  inflamed 
the  impatient  ardour  of  Marshal  Ney :  we  know 
not  whether  he  unseasonably  called  to  mind  the 
wonders  of  the  Prussian  war,  when  citadels  fell 
before  the  sabres  of  our  cavalry,  or  whether  he  at 
first  designed  only  to  reconnoitre  this  first  Russian 
fortress :  at  any  rate,  he  approached  too  near ;  a 
ball  struck  him  on  the  neck;  incensed,  he  dis-. 
patched  a  battalion  against  the  citadel,  through  a 
shower  of  balls,  which  swept  away  two-thirds  of 
his  men ;  the  remainder  proceeded  ;  nothing  could 
stop  them  but  the  Russian  walls ;  a  few  only  re- 
turned. Little  notice  was  taken  of  the  heroic  at* 
tempt  which  they  had  made,  because  it  was  a  fault 
of  their  general's,  and  useless  into  the  bargain. 

Cooled  by  this  check.  Marshal  Ney  retired  to  a 
sandy  and  wooded  height  bordering  the  river.  He 
was  surveying  the  city  and  its  environs,  wheft  he 
imagined  that  he  could  discern  troops  in  motion 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river :  he  ran  to  fetch  the 
emperor,  and  conducted  him  through  coppices  and 
ifingles  to  avoid  the  fire  of  the  place. 

Napoleon,  on  reaching  the  height,  beheld  a  cloud 
of  dust  enveloping  long  black  columns,  glistening 
with  a  multitude  of  arms :  these  masses  approached 
M  rapidly  that  they  seemed  to  run.    It  was  Barclay, 
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Bagration,  nearly  1^^000  men^  in  shorty  the  wholes 
Russian  army. 

Transported  with  joy  at  this  sight,  -  Napoleon 
clapped  his  hands,  exclaiming,  '^  At  last  I  have 
them !"  There  could  be  no  doubt  of  it ;  this  sur- 
prised  army  was  hastening  up  to  throw  itself  into 
Smolensk,  to  pass  through  it,  to  deploy  under  its 
Walbi  and  ^t  length  to  offer  us  that  battle  which 
Was  so  ardently  desired.  The  moment  that  was  to 
decide  the  fate  of  Russia  had  at  Ikst  arrived. 

He  immediately  went  through  the  whole  line> 
and  allotted  to  each  his  place.  Davoust,  and  next 
to  him  Count  Lobau,  were  to  deploy  on  the  right 
of  Ney:  the  guard  in  the  centre^  as  a  reserve,  and 
farther  oflP  the  army  of  Italy.  The  place  of  Junot 
dnd  the  Westphalians  was  indicated ;  but  a  false 
ibovement  had  ccirried  them  oiit  of  the  way.  Murat 
and  Poniatowiski  formed  the  right  of  the  army  ; 
(hose  two  'chiefs  already  threatened  thd  city :  he 
made  them  draw  back  to  the  margin  of  a  coppice; 
and  leave  vacant  bi^fore  them  a  spacious  pltun,  ex^ 
tending  from  this  wood  to  the  Dnieper.  It  was  a 
field  of  battle  which  he  offered  to  the  enemy.'  llie 
French  army,  thus  posted,  had  defiles  and  pTecq)iceB 
at  its  back ;  but  Napoleon  concerned  himfcelf'lil^ie 
about  retreat ;  he  thought  only  of  victory. 

Bagration  and  Barclay  were  meanwhile  returning^ 
at  full  speed  towards  Smolensk ;  the  one  to  save  it 
by  a  battle,  the  other  to  cover  the  flight  of  its  in- 
habitants and  the  evacuation  of  its  magazines :  he 
was  determined  to  leave  us  nothing  but  its  ashes. 
The  two  Russian  generals  arrived  panting  on  the 
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iBai^htB  on  the  right  bank  :  nor  did  they  i^m  take 
brdatfartiU  they  found  themselves  still  masteris  of 
the  hridges^  which  cdnnecf  the  two  towns. 
'  Napoleon  then  caused  the  enemy  to  be  harassed 
by  ft  hoM  of  riflemen^  for  the  purpose  of  drawing 
him  to  the  ieft'bank  of  the  river,  and  ensuring 'a 
baide  fbr  the  fdiiowing  day;  It  is  asserted  that 
Ba^^atioii'  would  have  fallen  in  with  his  views;  but 
that'  Barclay  did  not  expose  hini  to  thfe  temptation. 
He  sent  him  to  Elnia,  with  directions  to  defend  that 
town* 

According  td  Barclay,  the  greatest  part  of  our 
army  was  marching  upon  Elnia,  to  get  between 
Moscow  and  the  Russian  army.  He  deceived 
himself  by  the  disposition,  so  common  in  war,  of 
impnling  to  one's  enemy  contrary  designs  to  those 
whuoh  he  demonstrates.  For  the  defensive,  being 
uneaay  in  its  nature,  frequently  magnifies  the 
offendve,  and  fear,  heating  the'  imagination,  causes 
us  to  attribute  to  the  enemy  a  thousand  projects  of 
which  he  never  dreamt.  It  is  jTossible  too  that 
Barclay,  having  to  cope  with  a  colossal  foe,  felt 
authorized  to  expect  from  him  gigantic  move- 
ments. 
.  The  Russians  themselves  have  since  reproached 
Napoleon  with  not  having  decided  on  that  man- 
ceuvre ;  but  have  they  considered,  that  to  proceed 
iBiu  to  ^ace  himself  beyond  a  river,  a  fortified 
tsmsii^  and  an  enemy's  army,  to  cut  off  the  Russians 
£roBi  the  road  to  their  capital,  would  have  been 
cutting  off  himself  from  all  communication  with 
reinforcements,  his  other  armies,  and  Europe  ? 
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Tbos^  are  not  caf|ible  of  .iipinrf|ci«^iqgf4he^$4l«:' 
culties  of  such  a  moineiQeBt  who  ar^  Mt(9tw#hed 
that  it  was  not  made  without  prep Aratioob  in^tifiO;. 
days,  across  a  river  aud  a  country. both  unl^nowHj 
with  such  masses;  and  amidst  another  comhiliatioily 
the  execution  of  which  was  not  yet  completed*  , ; 
-  Be  that  as  it  may,  in  the-  evening:  of  the:l6tb> 
Bagration  commenced  his  march  for.  Elnia.  Napo* 
leon  had  just  had  his  tent  pitched  in  the  middle  of 
his  first  line,  almost  within  reach  of  the  guns  of 
Smolensk,  and  on  the  brink  of  the  ravine  which  eiv* 
circles  the  city.  He  called  Murat  and  Davoust : 
the  former  had  just  observed  among  the  Russians 
movements  indicative  of  a  retreat.  Every  day 
since  the  passage  of  the  Niemen  he  had  been  ao- 
customed  to  see  them  thus  escape  him ;  he  did  not 
therefore  believe  that  there  would  be  any  battle 
the  following  day.  Davoust  was  of  a  contrary 
opinion*  As  for  the  emperor^  he  had  no  hesitatioa 
to  believe  what  he  wished. 


CHAP^  IV. 
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On  the  17th,  by  day-break,  the  hope  of  seeing; 
the  Russian  army  drawn  up  before  him  awoke 
Napoleon ;  but  the  field  which  he  had  prepared  far 
it  remained  empty :  he  persisted,  nevertheless,  in  his 
illusion,  in  which  Davoust  participated ;  it  was  to 
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hW  ^de^thU^he  pirdCs^ckd.  '  IbHon/  one^  of  the 
gMerafe'of  tlisft  mi4r^hif/Md  se($n%oi^tile  battalions 
qaittb^  e^y  atid'Mfl^e  themselves  in  order  of  battle. 
Tlie  ^mperof  seiaedtlfls  ho]pe,  which  Key,  jointly 
with  Mnrat,  combated  in  vain: 

BuC'While  he  WAS  still  foil  of  hopes  aridexpecta- 
tionB>  Belliardf.w^ary  of  this  uncertainty,  ordered 
a  hw  horse  to  fblkfw  him :  he  drove  a  band  of 
Cossacks  into  the  Dnieper,  above  the  town,  and 
saw  on  the  opposite  bank  the  road  from  Smolensk 
to  M50BCOW  covered  with  artillery  and  troops  on 
the  mardi.  There  was  no  longer  any  doubt  that  the 
Russians  were  in  ftill  retreat.  The  emperor  was 
apprised  that  he  must  renounce  all  hopes  of  a 
battle,  but  that  his  cannon  might,  fi'om  the  bp'po- 
site  bank,  annoy  the  retrograde  march  of  the 
enemy. 

Belliard  even  proposed  to  send  patt  of  the  army 
aei^oss  the  river,  to  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  Russian 
rear-guard,  which  was  charged  with  the  defence  of 
Smolensk ;  but  the  party  of  cavalry  sent  to  seek  a 
ford  went  two  leagues  without  finding  one,  and 
drowned  several  horses;  There  was  nevertheless  a 
wide  and  commodious  crossing  about  a  league 
above  the  city.  Napoleon  himself,  in  his  agitation, 
tamed  his  horse  that  way.'  He  proceeded  several 
wersts  in  that  direction,  tired  himself,  and  re- 
tcnrmd. 

Firom  tiii^  moment*  he  seemed  to  considei'  Smo- 
•kMk  as  a  tAtre'  ]ilace  of  passage,  of  which*  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  to  gam  possession  by 'liiain 
f<Nrce,  and  without  loss  of  titae.  '  But  Mufat,  pru- 
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dent  when  not  heated  by  the  presence  of  the 
eneinyi  atid'who^  with  his  cavalry,  had  nothing  to 
do  in  aft  asflfault/ disapproved  of  this  resolution. 

To  him  so  violent  an  eflbrt  appeared  useless, 
when  the  Russians  were  retiring  of  their  own  w> 
cord;  and  in  regard  to  the  plan  of  overtaking 
them,  he  observed  that,  "  since  they  ^oold  not 
fights  we  had  followed  them  far  enough/  and  it 
was  high  time  to  stop." 

The  emperor  replied :  but  the  rest  of  their  con- 
versation was  not  overheard.  As,  however,  the 
king  afterwards  declared  that  ^  be  ^  had  thrown 
himsetf  at  the  ktiees  of  his  brothe):,  and  eopjured 
him.  to  stop,  but  that  Napoleon  saw  nothings  but 
Moscow ;  that  honour,  glory>  rest,  every  thing  for 
him  was  there;  that  this  Moscow  would  be  our 
ruin !" — it  was  obvious  what  had  been  the  cause  of 
their  disagreement* 

So  much  is  certain,  that  whra  Murat  was  qmttijig 
his  brother4n-law,  his  face  wore  the  expression  of 
deep  chagrin ;  his  motions  were  abrupt ;  a  gloomy 
and  coacentrated  vehemence -agitated  him;  and 
the  name  of  Moscow  i^everal  times  escaped  his 
lips. 

Not  far  off,  on  the  left  bank  of  ,tbe  Dnieper^ « 
formidable  hattery  had  been  plaeed,  at  the  spot 
whence  Belliard  had  perceived,  the  retreat  of  the 
enemy.  The  Russians  had  opposed  to  us  two  s1^ 
more  foormidable.  Every  momeijit  our  guns  were 
shattered^  and  our  ammuiution-waggons  blown  up. 
It  was  into  the  midst  of  this  vplcano  that  the  kin^ 
urged  his  horse :  there  he  stopped,  alighted,  and 
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remained  motionless^ '  Belliinrd  turned  him  that  he 
was  sacrificing  his  Kfb  to  no  purpose,  and  without 
glory.'  The  king  answered  only  by 'poshing  on 
rtffl  ftrtfaer.  Those  around  him  vie  longer  had  any 
doubt/ that  despairing  of  the  issne  of  the  war,  and 
fareseeing  future  disasters;  he  xfas-  seeking  death  in 
order  to  escape  them.  Bellilird,  however^  insisted^ 
and  observed  to  *him;'that  his  temerily*  would'  be 
the  destruction  of  those  about  iiim;  "*•  Wfett  then;** 
replied  Murat,  **  do  you  retire,  and  leave  me  here 
by  myself*  •  All  refused  io  leave  him ;  when  the  king 
angrHy  turning  about,  tore  himself  fi*om  this  scene 
of  carnage,  13ce  a  man  who  is  suflfering  violence* 

Metmwhile  a  general  assault  had  befen  ordered 
Ney  had  to  attaek  the  citadel,  imd  Davoust'  iand 
Loban  the  suburbs,  which  cover  the  walls  of  the 
dty.  *  'Poniatowski,  already  on  the  banks  of  4^ 
Dnieper,  with  sixty  pieces  of  cannon,  was  agmn  to 
descend  that  river  to  the  suburb  which  borders  it, 
to  iSestroy  the  enemy^a  bridges,  and  to  intercept 
tiie  retreat  of  the  garrison.  Napoleon  gave  cotters, 
ABt,  at  the  same  time,  the  artillery  of  the  guaafd 
dbonld  batter  the  great  wall  vrith  its  twelve^ponnd- 
ers,  which  were  ineffective  against  so  thick  a  mass. 
ItiBtobeyed,  and  directed  its  fire  into  the  covered 
way,  which  it  cleared. 

JEiVery  manoeuvre  succeeded  at  once,  excepting 
Ney^s  Attack,  which  ought  to  have  been  decisive,  but 
which  was  neglected.  The  enemy  was  drivoi  back 
precipitately  vrithin  his  walls ;  all  who  had  not 
tine  to  regain  them  perished;  but,  in  mounting  to 
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the  assault,  our  attacking  columns  left  a  long  and 
wide  track  of  blood,  of  wounded  and  dead. 

On  reaching  the  walls  of  the  place,  our  troops 
skreened  themselyes  from  its  fire,  by  means  of  the 
outworks  and  buildings  of  which  they  had  gainedpos- 
session.  The  fire  of  musketry  continued ;  aiid  from 
the  report,  redoubled  by  the  echo  of  the  walls,  it 
seemed  to  become  more  and  more  brisk.  The 
emperor  grew  tired  of  it ;  he  would  have  with- 
drawn his  troopsl  Thus,  the  same  blunder  which 
Ney  had  made  a  battUion  commit  the  preceding  day; 
was  repeated  by  the  whole  army  ;  the  one  had  cost 
SOOor  400men,  the  other 5000  or  6000 ;  but  Davoust 
persuaded'  the  emperor  to  persevere  in  his  attack.  ' 

Night  came  on — Napoleon  retired  to  liis  tenff, 
which  had  been  placed  more  prudently  than  th^ 
day  before ;  and  the  Count  de  Lobau,  who  had 
made  himself  master  of  the  ditch,  but  could  no 
longer  maintain  his  ground  there,  ordered  shells  to 
be  thrown  into  the  city  to  dislodge  the  enemy. 
Thick  black  columns  of  smoke  were  presently  seen 
rbing  from  several  points ;  these  were  soon  lighted 
at  intervals  by  flickering  flashes,  then  by  sparks, 
and  at  last,  long  spires  of  flame  burst  from  all  parts. 
It  was  like  a  great  number  of  distinct  fires.  '  It  was 
not  loi;^g  before  they  united  and  formed  but  one 
intst  blaze,  which,  whirling  about  as  it  rose,  covered 
Smolensk,  and  entirely  consumed  it  with  a  dismal 
roaring. 

Count  de  Lobau  was  dismayed  by  so  great  a 
disaster,  which  he  believed  to  be  his  work.     The 
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emperor,  seated  before  his  tent,  contemplated  in 
silence  this  awful  light.  It  was  as  yet  impossible 
to  ascertain  either  the  cause  or  the  result,  and  the 
qigl^  was  passed  under  arms. 

About  three  in  the  morning,  one  of  Davoust's 
subalterns  ventured  to  the  foot  of  the  wall,  which 
he  scaled  without  noise.  Emboldened  by  the 
silence  which  reigned  around  him,  he  penetrated 
into  the  city ;  all  at  once,  several  voices  and  the 
^dayonian  accent  were  heard,  and  the  Frencbman, 
sjurpijs^  and  surrounded,  thought  that  he  had  no- 
ting to  do  but  to  sell  his  life  dearly,  or  aurrendar* 
The  first  rays  of  the  dawn,  however,  showted  him, 
in  those  whom  he  mistook  for  enemies,  some  of 
Poniatowski's  Poles.  They  were  the  first  to  enter 
the  pity,  which  Barclay  had  just  evacuated. 
j  After  Smolensk  had  been  reconnoitred  and  its 
approaches  cleare4$  the  army  entered  the  walls : 
}^  ^versed  the  reeking  and  blood-stained  ruins 
yflik.  its  accustomed  order,  pomp»  and  martial 
pu^Cj  triumphing  over  the  deserted  wrecks  and 
)iavii^  no  other  witness  of  its  glory  but  itself.  A 
fjiilfff  .without  spectators,  an  almost  fruitless  victory, 
%i^eimcho\y  glory,  of  which,  the  smoke  that  sur- 
^q;lji^d  us,  and  seemed  to  be  our  only  conquest,  was 
bwk  too  faithful  an  emblem. 
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When  the  emperor  knew  that  Smolensk  was  en- 
tirely occupied^  and  its  fires  almost  extinguished^ 
and  when  day  and  the  different  reports  had  suffi- 
ciently enlightened  him ;  when,  in  short,  he  ^aw 
that  therej  as  at  the  Niemen,  at  Wilna,  at  Witepsk^ 
the  phantom  of  victory,  which  allured  him  forward, 
and  which  he  always  imagined  himself  to  he  on  the 
point  of  seizings  had  once  more  eluded  his  grasp^ 
)if ,  tslowly  preceded  towards  his  Ijarren  ppu* 
que^t^  He  inspected  the  field  of  hi^ttle,  acfoi^ 
ing  toi  his.  custom,,  in  prder .  to  appreciate  the  vi^lim^ 
of  the  att^ck^  the  jnerit  of  the  resistant,  f^d  tl^^ 
Ipss  cm  both  sides.  .    . 

.  .He  found  it  strewed  with  a. great  nv^mber  of 
Hvsvan  di^ad,  and  very  few  of  o\ir5.  Ailpsjt  of 
them^. especially. the  French,  were  stripped;  ^hey 
might  be  known  by  thq  whiteness  ,Qf,  their  ^ski^, 
iipd .their  less  bqny.aQd  iquscuIay  fprpis  thpn  t^osf 
of  the  Russianfi.  . IVjE^lanchp^y  re^ie^.^pC  th/e  d^a4 
a^d  dying!  dism^al  account  to  make  up  and  19 
render L  ,The  pain. felt  by  th^  emperor  q^ght,  b^ 
inferred  from  the  contraction  of  hU  features,  fuf^^ 
his  irritation ;  but  in  him  policy  was  a  second  nature, 
which  soon  imposed  silence  on  the  first. 

For  the  rest,  this  calculation  of  the  dead  the  day 
after  an  engagement  was  as  delusive  as  disagree- 
able ;  for  most  of  ours  had  been  previously  re- 
moved, but  those  of  the  enemy  left  in  sight ;    an 
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expedient  adopted  to  prevent  unpleasant  impres- 
rio^s  being  made  on  our  troops,  as  well  as  from 
that  natural  impnise,  which  causes  us  to  collect  and 
assist  our  own  dying,  and  to  pay  the  last  duties  to ' 
our  own  dead,  before  we  think  of  those  belonging 
to  the  enemy. 

The  emperor,  nevertheless,  wrote,  that  his  loss 
on  the  preceding  day  was  much  smaller  than  that 
of  the  Moscovites  ;  that  the  conquest  of  Smolensk 
made  him  master  of  the  Russian  salt  works,  and 
that  his  minister  of  finance  might  reckon  upon 
twenty*four  additional  millions.  It  is  neither  pro* 
bable  nor  true,  that  he  suffered  himself  to  be  the 
dupe  of  such  illusions  :  yet  it  was  believed,  that  he 
was 'then  turning  against  himself  that  faculty  of 
imposing  upon  others,  of  whicb  he  knew  how  to 
make  so  important  a  use.  ' 

.  Continuing  tiliis  ret;onnoissance,  he  came  to 
one  of  the  gates'  of  the  -  citadel,  *  near  the  Boris- 
thenes,  facing  the  suburb  on  the  right  bank,  which 
was  st31  occupied  by  the  Russians.  There,  sur- 
rounded by  Marshals  Ney,  Davoust,  Mortier,  the 
Chrand-marshal  Diiroc,  Count  de  Lobau,  and  an- 
other general,  he  sat  down  on  some  mats  before  a 
hut,  not  so  much  to  observe  the  enemy,  as  to  re* 
Beve  his  heart  from  the  load  which  oppressed  it, 
and  to  seek,  in  the  flattery  or  in  the  ardour  of  his 
generals,  encouragement  against  facts  and  against 
himself. 

He  talked  long,  vehemently,   and  without  in- 
terruption.     ^  What  a .  disgrace  for  Barclay,  to 
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have  given  up  without  fightings  the  ke^  of^oldBjos^a! 
and  yet^  what  a  field  of  honoiur  he  had  pfiered  tc' 
him  t  hpw  advantageous  it  was  for^  him  |  a  fortified 
town  to  support  aiid  take  part  in  his  efforts !  ^Ihe 
same  town  and  a  river  to  receive  aiid  cove^  the 
wreck  of  his  army,  if  defeated  !  . 

''  And  what  would  he  have  had  to  fight  V  an 
army,  numerous  indeed,  but  straitened  for  want  ot 
room,  and  having  nothing  but  precipices  for  i£s  ire- 
trei^t.     It  had  given  itself  up^  in  a  manner,  to  his 
blows.     Barclay  had  wanted  nothing  but  resoljution*. 
It  was^  therefore^  all  over  with  flussia*      She  had 
no  ai^my  but  to  witness  the  fall  of  her  cities^  an^ 
not  to  defend  them.     For,  in  fact,. on  what  more 
favourable  ground  could  Barclay  make  a  q^ndT 
what  position  would  he  determine  to  dispute  ?'  ne^* 
who  had  forsaken  that  Smolensk,  called  by  iunir 
Smolensk  the  holy,  Smolensk  the  strong,  th^^  key 
of  Moscow,  the  bulwark  of  Russia,  which,  as  ii^haa 
been   given  out,  was  to  prov^  the  grave  of  ^  IM 
French!     We  should  presently  see  the  effect  oL 
this  loss   on   the   Russians ;  we   should^  see  ineur 
Lithuanian  soldiers,  nay,  even  those  of  SmoleiisK.^ 
deserting  their  ranks,  indignant  at  the  surrender 
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of  their  capital  without  a  struffrfe.'* 

Niapoleon  added,  that,  /^  authentic  reports  nad. 
made  him  acquainted  with  the  weakness  of  j^he 
Russian  divisions ;  that  most  of  them  were  alrendT  f 
much  reduced  ;  that  they  suffered  them3e)ves^%f 
destroyed   in   detail,   and   that  Alexander   would 
soon  cease  to  have  an  army.    The  rabble  of  peasants 
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With  pikes,  whom  we  had  just  ieen  in  the 
train  of  their  battalions^  sufficiently  demonstrated 
to  What  shifts  their  geqerak  were  reduced." 

While  the  emperor  was  thus  talking,  the  balls  of 
tlie  Russian  riflemen  werewhidszing  about  his  ears  ; 
but  he  was  worked  up  by  his  subject.  He  launched 
out  against  the  enemy's  general  and  army,  as  if  he 
could  have  destroyed  it  by  his  reasoning,  because  he 
could  not  by  victory.  No  one  answered  him ;  it 
was  evident  that  he  was  not  asking  advice,  but  that 
lie  had  been  talking  all  this  time  to  himself ;  that  he 
was  contending  against  his  own  reflections,  and 
that,  by  this  torrent  of  conjectures,  he  was  seeking 
to  impose  upon  himself,  and  striving  to  draw  others 
as  wcdl  as  himself  into  his  illusions. 

lodeed,  he  did  not  give  any  one  time  to  interrupt 
Inn,  As  to  the  weakness  and  disorganization  of 
tile  *  Russian  army,  nobody  believed  it ;  but  what 
eoold  be  urged  in  reply  ?  He  appealed  to  positive 
documents,  those  which  had  been  sent  to  him  by 
lUmiiston ;  they  had  been  altered  for  the  purpose 
ot  rectifying  them  :  for  the  estimate  of  the  Russian 
fftrces  by  Lauriston,  the  Trench  minister  in  Russia, 
Wm  correct ;  but,  according  to  accounts  less  de- 
HfnvM  of  credit,  though  more  flattering,  they  h^d 
htm  mninished  one-third. 

After  talking  to  himself  for  an  hour,  the  emperor^ 

'  at  tlie  heights  on  the  right  batik,  nearly 

ned  by  the  enemy,  concluded  with  exclaim- 

^'ihat  ^the  Russians  were  women,  and  that  they 

nowMge^  themselves  vanquished !''     He  strove 
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to  persuade  himself  that  these  people  had,  from 
their  contact  with  Europe,  lost  their  rude  and 
savage  valour.  But  their  preceding  wars  h^ 
instructed  them,  and  they  had  arrived  at  thlt  point, 
at  which  nations  still  possess  all  their  primitive  vir^ 
tues,  in  addition  to  those  they  have  already  acquired. 

At  lengthy  he  again  mounted  his  horse.     It  was 
then  the  grand-marshal  observed  to  one  of  us,  that 
'*  if  Barclay  had  committed  so  very  great  a  blunder 
in  refusing  battle,  the  emperor  would  not  have  been 
so  extremely  anxious  to  convince  us"  of  it/'    A  few 
paces  farther,  an  officer,  sent  not  long  before  to 
Prince  Schwartzemberg,  presented  himself :  he  re- 
ported that  Tormasof  and  his  army  had  appeared 
in  the  north,  between  'Minsk  and  Wiln^aW^   and 
that  they  had  marched  upon  our  line  of  operation. 
A  Saxon  brigade  taken  at  Kobrynn,  the  grand- 
duchy  over-run,  and  Warsaw  alarmed,  had  be^n 
the  first  results  of  this  aggression ;   but  lUgnier 
had  summoned  Schw<irt2emberg  to  his  aid.     l?'or- 
tnasof  had  then  retreated  to  Gorodeczna,  where  he 
halted  on  the  12th  of  August,  between  tw^'  defllto, 
in  a  plain  surrounded  by'\¥6ods  add  marshes,  but 
accessible  in  the  rear  of  his  left  flank. 

Regnier,  skilful  before  an  action,  tad  an  excc^Dent 
judge  of  ground,  knew  how  to  preplir6  battles'; 
but  when  the  ^Id  became  animated,  when  it  tvas 
covered  witji  men  and  horses,  he  lost  his  sdf- 
possession,  and  rapid  movements  seemed  tb  dte- 
zle  *  him^  At  first,  that  general  perceiv^  at 
a  glance  the  weak  side  of  the  Russians ;  he  \mre 
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dawn  upon  it^  bfit^  iufitead  of  lirealdng  into  it  by 
lQa0S€8  and  »ifith  impalupaity,  he  merely  made 
imoe$mY0  attaiska. 

TqiwsBBof,  fwewafned  by  tliese^  had  time  to 
at^pMOj.  at  iirat^.  Mgimeats  to  regiments,  than  bri- 
gades to  brigjadeaj  aiid  lastly,  diviaima  to  diitrisions^ 
By.  fiuronr  c^  tfais  pr<4enged  contast^  ha  gaiaed  the 
nighty  and  withdrew  faia  army  from  the  field  of 
battloj  where. a  raf£d  and  gimultaBeaui  e£Port might 
hare  destroyed  it.  Stilly  he  lost  s6me  pieoes  of 
eamion,  a  great  qaanfity  of  baggage^  and  £6w  thou- 
aaad  man^  and  retired  behind  the  Styr,  whea?e  be 
waa  joined  by  TcfaHchiAof,  who  was  hastening  with 
jkbe.  aragr  of  the  Danube  to  hie  suceoiir. 

This  battle,  though  far  friam  decisive^  preserved 
(be  gf aJid-dtfohy :  it  confined  the  Russiana>  in  this 
^fartar,  tp .  the  ^^ansive,  and  gave  the  empieror 
tine  to.  win  a  battle. . 

Iln^pig  this  i^ital,  the  tenacious  genius  of  Na^ 
yalponiw#s  less,  struck  with  these  advantages  in 
tkem^vesytbao  with) the  support  they  gi^ve  to. the 
iJkUm^  WjbiA  he  had  jjp^t  been  hiding  forl^  to  ^s  : 
Mec!i;4iOg)iytf  still  adliering  to  his  original  i4ea,  .and 
without  .questioning  the  aid-de-can^  he  turned 
panf^  :io  .  his  audiltory«  and,  as  if  contmuing  his 
ifKpm^i  oQiaversatipn,  he  ezclaip^d  :  ''  Tljiere 
jjapt'sei^  the  poltropiml  they,  allow  themselves- 
K>  be  j^atan  even  by  Aifirtcianis  V'  Theq^  cast* 
JaC  ^t0m4  hm  ft  look  ^f  appi^nsion,  V  I  hope/'' 
^ddad  ha^  **  that  noi^e  but  Fr^schmen  heiar 
mai^'  .  He  then  asked  if  he  wight,  rely  qn  the  good 
iaith  of  Prince  Schwartzemberg,  for  which  the  aid- 
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de-camp  pledged  himself ; .  nor  wm  be  ii|iiti4ie9t 
though  the  event  seemed  to  belie  JiUfonfidenee^ 

Every  word  which  the  em^for  had.utter^ 
merely  proved  his  disappointmenty  and  that  a. great 
hesitation  had  again  taken  possession  of  hi4  miiid ; 
for  in  him  success  was  less  comnnanioative^  and  der 
cision  less  verbose.  At  length  he  fsntered  Smo^ 
lensk.  In  the  passage  through  its  massive  wall^i 
Count  Lobau  exclaimed^  ''What,  a  fine  head  foe 
cantonments !''  This  was  the  same  thing  as  advis- 
ing him  to  stop  there ;  but  the  emperor  retemed 
no  other  answer  to  this  counsel  than  a  stem  look* . 

This  look  soon  changed  its  expres«enj  wh^oi  U 
had  nothing  to  rest  upon  but  ruins,  ameog  ^iqh 
our  wounded  were  crawling,  and  heaps,  of  mot^kr: 
ing  ashes,  where  lay  human  skeletons, '  dried  and 
blackened  by  the  fire.    This  gre^^tdestruc^n  eon- 
founded  him.    What  a  bar vte^t  of  viotorii!  .  libUta 
city  where  his  troops  wete  at  length  to  ^nd  sbAHior^ 
provisions,  a  rich  booty,  the  premised  ine^da' 
for  so  many  hardships,  was»but  aTuiq  on  wbicbbft; 
should  be  obliged  to  bivouac!     N<l  doubt  bia'f in- 
fluence over  his  men  was  greats  butcoaldiite^t^id/ 
beyond  nature  I    What  would  they  think  t  /'  -- 

Here,  it  is  right  to  observe,  that  the  ftufi&fingf^i 
of  the  army  did  not  want  for  an  interpreter i  ^H»^ 
knew  that  his  soldiers  asked  one  anotber*^  for  whtAj 
purpose  they  had  been  marchfed  eight  bundnMl^ 
leagues,  to  &aA  nothing  but  muddy  watbr,  famine^ 
and  bivouacs  on  heaps  of  ashes:  for  liuoh  wel^e  aU?. 
their  conquests  y  they  possessed  nothing  tmt.whnfa- 
they  had  brought  With  them.    If  it  was  neees^ary 
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ta>  drag  every  thing  along  with  them^  to  transport 
France  into  Russia^  wherefore  had  they  been  re- 
quired to  quit  France  ?^' 

Sfeyeral  of  the  generals  themselves  began  to  tire : 
some  stopped  on  account  of  illness,  others  murmur- 
ed-: •*  What' better  were  they  for  his  having  en- 
riched them,  if  they  could  not  enjoy  their  wealth  ? 
for  his  having  given  them  wives,  if  he  made  them 
widowers  by  a  continual  absence  ?  for  his  having 
bestowed  on  them  palaces,  if  he  forced  them  to  lie 
abroad  incessantly  on  the  bare  ground,  amidst  frost 
and' snow?  fer  every  year  the  hardships  of  war 
ijM:reased;  fresh  conquests  compelling  them  to 
go  farther-  in  quest  of  fresh  enemies.  Europe 
wouM  soon  be  insufficient :  he  would  want  Adia 
too/* 

Several,  especially  of  our  allies,  ventured  to 
thiidt^  that  we  should  lose  less  by  a  defeat  than  by 
ayicMry:  a  reverse  would  perhaps  disgust  the 
eiti|ieft)T  with  the  war ;  at  least  it  would  place  him 
more  wponf  a  level  with  us. 

The  generals  who  were  nearest  to  Napoleon 
were  astbnished  at  his  confidence.  '^  Had  he  not 
already  in  some  measure  quitted  Europe  ?  and  if 
Europe '  were  to  rise  against  him,  he  would  have 
iw  subjects  but  his  soldiers,  no  empire  but  his 
catnip :  even  then,  one-third  of  them,  being  foreign- 
etB,  would  become  his  enemies.''  Such  was  the  lan- 
guage of  Murat  and  Berthier.  Napoleon,  irritated 
at  finding  in  his  two  chief  lieutenants,  and  in  the 
moment  of  action,  that  very  uneasiness  with  which  he 
himself  struggling,  vented  his  ill-humor  against 
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them :  he  overwhelmed  them  with  it^  ^s  frequentlj 
happens  in  the  household  of  princes^  who  are  least 
sparing  of  those  of  whose  aitachmeht  they  are  mos); 
sure;  an  ineonvenience  attending  favoury  which 
counterhalances  its  advantages. 

After  his  spleen  had  vented  itself  in  a  tor- 
rent  of  words,  he  summoned  them  back  ;  but  thiis 
time^  dbsatisfied  with  such  treatment,  they  kept 
aloof.  The  emperor  then  made  amends  for  his 
hastiness  by  caresses^  calling  Berthier  ''  his  wife/' 
and  his  fits  of  passion,  **  domestic  bickerings/' 

Murat  and  Ney  left  him  with  minds  full  of  sini- 
ster presentiments  relative  to  this  war,  which,  at 
the  first  sight  of  the  Russians,  they  were  theiaoh 
selves  for  carrying  on  with  fury.  For  in  them, 
whose  character  was  entirely  made  up  of  action,  in« 
epiration,  and  first  movements,  therp  was  no  con- 
sistency :  every  thipg  was  unexpected ;  the  ocqasibn 
hurried  them  away :  impetuous,  they  varied  in  lan- 
guage, pUns,  and  dispositions,  at  every  st^,  just  as 
the  ground  is  incessantly  varying  in  appearance. 


CHAP.  VI. 

About  the  same  time,  Rapp  and  Lauriston 
presented  themselves :  the  latter  came  from  l^e- 
iersburg.  Napoleon  did  not  ask  a  single  question 
of  this  officer  on  his  arrival  from  the  capital  of  his 
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eiKjmy.  AyfAxe,  np  dbubt»  Qf  the  frankness  of  his 
forpiier  aid-de-camp^  ond  of  hia  opinion  respecting 
thi9  war^  he  was  apprehensive  of  receiving  from 
bim  unsatisfactory  intelligence. 

But  Rapp^  who  had  followed  our  tracks  could 
not  keep  silence.  '*  ^he  army  had  advanced  but 
a  hundred  leagues  from  the  Niemen,  and  already 
it  was  completely  altered.  The  officers  who  tra- 
velled post  from  the  interior  of  France,  to  join  it, 
arrived  dismayed.  .  They  could  not  conceive  how 
it  happened,  that  a  victorious  army,  without  fight- 
ing, should  leave  behind  it  more  wrecks  than  a 
defeated  one. 

''  They  had  met  with  all  who.  were  marchii\g  to 
join  the  masses,  and  s^ll  who  had  separated  from 
tKem ;  lastly,  all  who  were  not  excited  either  by 
the  presence  of  the  chiefs,  or  by  example,  or  by 
the  war.  The  appearance  of  each  troop,  accord* 
ing  to  its  distance  from  home,  excited  hope,  anxiety, 
or  pity. 

'^  In  Germany,  as  far  as  the  Oder,  where  a  thou- 
sand objects  were  incessantly  reminding  them  of 
France,  these  recruit^  imagined  themselves  not 
wholly  cut  off  front  it;  they  were  ardent  and  jo-^ 
vial ;  but  beyond  the  Oder,  in  Poland,  where  the 
8<»1,  productions,  inhabitants,  costumes,  manners, 
in  short,  every  thing,  to  the  very  habitations,  wears 
a  foreign  aspect ;  ivhere  nothing,  in  short,  resembled 
ai  fioontry  which  they  regretted ;  they  began  to  be 
<|fiap»^^ed  a^  the  dis);anqe  they  h^d  traversed,  and 
tiieir  faces  alrea4y  bpre  the  stamp  of  fatigue  and 
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tfaey  thmi  bd  ieparated  fram  FrattM/ ^ee  ^th^y 
hid  ftltvady  ifeaeb^  unbtiewa  T6gion*>  whdf  ^  evwy 
tUng  preiented  to  them.«ii  aspect  of  such  ginoiiiy 
ttDveky !  how  many' steps  they  had  taken,  aftd  how 
many  more  they  had  yet  to  take !  The  very  idea  of 
Kinn  was  ^iahearteiiiiig ;  and  yet  they  were^eb- 
)iged?to  mard^'  tokcq)  oodsteitly  nordiibg !  and 
theyi  cbfli^lahied  diat'  ever  sinoe  they  kft  France, 
tftieir  fntigaes  had  heeii  gradtiallyinoreBsing,  and 
the  means  of suppovtingthemeontiauaUydimoiiBh- 
ing.*'  i 

The  ttuth  is,  that  wine  first  failed  them,  then 
baen  even  spirits;  and,  lastly,  they  were. reduced 
to  HRraier>  whidi  in  tts  turn  was  frequently  wamtkig. 
The  same  was  the  •  case  with  dry  provisions^  and 
D^o  with  ei^ry  necessary  -  of  Jife ;  end  in  this  grii- 
dunl  destlktitiota,  depresfiaoki  of  vudd  kept  pace  wil^ 
%hk  suicoassive  debilitation  of  the  hoAy.  Agitated 
hy  Sr  vague  inquietude,  they  marched  on.  dnnd 
the  dull  uniformity  of  the  vast  and  silent  lerests 
of  dark  pines.  They  crept  along  these  large  trees, 
bare  and  stripped  to  their  very*  tops,  and  were  af- 
. frighted  at  their  weakness  amid  this'  immenaty. 
They  then  conceived  gloomy  arid  *  ahsurd  *  notkHu 
respecting  the  geography  of  these  unknowu'ee- 
gions;  and,  overcome  l^  a  secret. horror^^tliey 
besitAted  to  penetrate  farthit  into  such  vast  de- 
serts, • 

From  these  snffef  ibgsi  physical  and  moral,  fimn 
these  privations^  from  these  continuai  bivouacs^-  as 
dangerous  near  the  poit  as  under  the  equator,  uid 
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l>ftalml^'«iQd  ]|Qiaas!tbftfc«trev«d>tt^  Mad8>  fpiadg 
two«  dieitdful  eindemie^tf^heldyseiiiery  snd  the 
ijfiuUfkver.  TheGtnoMiiisiirfit.felttli^Tsviaf^s; 
they  are  let9  ^  liervcmif  ^  and  l^is*  sober  than  the 
Fimricih ;  and  they  iMve  ieBs.  hitirested  in  a  cause 
which*  they  regarded'  as  foreiglv^to'  th«i*  Oat  of 
S2/X)0  Bavarians  who  had  Grossed  thi&Oder^  UfiOO 
only  reatbld  the  Diina ;  and  yet  they  Jmd  never 
been  in  aetion.  Haas  nulttavy  inarch  cost  >  Ae 
Fiench  one*fourth>  and  the  allies  half  of  tibsir  army. 
Every  morning  the  regiments  started  in  order 
limn  their  bivouacs ;  but  scardely  had  thejr  pro-> 
eceded  a  few  sieps^  faeforer  thesr  widening  ranks 
beeanM  lengthened  out  into  Bniall  aAcd  brobea>  files ; 
the  weakesty  being  unable' tefoUow,  dropfied^'be- 
Imid-:  these  unfortuiiate  wretahes  beheld'  their 
Comrades  and  thciff  tegles  gettifig  farther  and  'fluv 
thnr  fr#m  them :  they  still  strove  to  overtake  but 
a*t<iength  kisb.ji^ht^of  them,  and  the^-sunk  dis* 
heaitened^  The  wads  and  the  marginit  of  the 
woods  .^were- studded  wi4;h  them :  some  were  setoi 
jdueUng  the  ears  of  rye  to  devour  the  grain  ;  and 
tiiey;  would  tfaerl'  attempt^  frequently  in  vaih^  to 
seaehrthe  faespitiil^  or  the  nearest  viUage;  Great 
Bttnbera  perishedi 

' '  Butit  was  not  Aesid^ only  that  separated  ftdm 
die  anny  r  many-  soldiers,  diign^ted  and  dlt^rlted 
on  the  one  hand,  and  impelled  by  a  love  of  indis- 
pendenoe  and  pbmder  on  the  other,  vohnltiilrily 
deserted  th^ir  cokmrs;  and  these  were  not  the 
least  resolute :  thmr  nombers  soon  increased,  as 
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ctU  bfi^ts  evU  by  example.  Th0)r  formed  bands, 
,nd  fixed  their. qnarter,  in  the  mansion,  and  vU- 
lages  adjacent  to  the  military  road.  Th^re  they 
lived  in  abundance.  Among  them  there  were  fewer 
French  than  jCrermans ;  but  it  was  remarked^  that 
the  Leader  of  each  of  these  little  independent  bo* 
dies,  composed  of  men  of  several  nations,  was  invari- 
ably a  Frenchman.    . 

Rapp  had  witnessed  all  these  disorders :  on  his 
arrival^  his  blunt  honesty  kept  bagk  none  pf  th^se 
details  from  hi3  chief ;  but  the  emperor  merely  re^ 
plied>  '*  I  am  going  to  strike  a  great  blow,  and  all 
the  stragglers  will  rally." 

With  Sebastiani,  he  was  more  explicit.  The 
latter  appealed  to  the  very  words  of  Napoleon, 
who  had,  in  fact,  declared  to  him  ^t  Wilqa,  that 
'^he  would  not  cross  the  Dunf^  for,  to  proceed  far- 
ther this  year,  would  be  h^rryfqg  tp  infallible 
destca<;tion«" 

Sebastiani,  like  the  othor^,  laid  great  stress  on 
the  state  of  the  army.  ''  It  is  dreadful^  I  know/* 
replied  the  epaperor  :  "  from  Wilni^,  hajf  of  it  con- 
sisted of  stragglers ;  now  they  form  two-thirds  of 
it;  there  is  therefore  no  time  to  be  lost :  we  must 
ei^tort  p^ace ;  it  is  at  Moscow.  Besides,  this  army 
cannot  now  stop  :  with  its  composition^  and  in  its 
disorgani^tion,  motion  alone  kee^  it  together. 
Pne  mf^y  advapce  at  the  head  of  it,  but  not  stop 
or  go  back,  It  is  an  army  of  attack,  not  of  de- 
iGenpe ;  fin  army  of  operation,  not  of  position." 

It  was  thus  that  he  spoke  to  those  immediately 
about  him ;  but  to  the  generals  commanding  his 
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divisions,  he  held  a  difibrent  language.  B^re  the 
tormer,  he  manifested  the  motives  which  urged  him 
forward;  from  the  latter  he  carefully  concealed 
them^  and  seemed  tp  agree  with  them  as  to  the 
necessity  of  stopping.  This  may  serve  to  explain 
the  contradictions  which  were  remarked  in  his 
words. 

Thus,  the  very  same  day,  in  the  streets  of  Smo- 
lensk, surrounded  by  Davoust  and  his  generals, 
whose  corps  had  suffered  most  in  the  assault  of  the 
preceding  day,  he  said,  that  in  the  capture  of  Smo- 
lensk he  was  indebted  to  them  for  an  important 
success,  and  that  he  considered  that  city  as  an  ex- 
cellent head  of  cantonments. 

^  Now,**  continued  he,  '*  my  Hne  is  well  covered ; 
we  will  stop  here :  behind  this  rampart,  I  can  rally 
my  troops,  let  them  rest,  receive  reinforcements, 
and  our  supplies  from  Dantzick.  Thus  the  whole 
of  Poland  is  conquered  and  defended ;  this  is  a 
sufficient  result ;  it  is  gathering,  in  two  months, 
the  fruit  that  might  be  expected  only  from  tlvo 
years  of  war :  it  is  therefore  8u£$cient.  Betwixt thi^ 
and  the  spring,  we  must  organize  Lithuania,  and  re- 
compose  an  invincible  army ;  then,  if  peace  should 
not  come  to  seek  us  in  our  winter  quarters,  we  will 
go  and  conquer  it  at  Moscow/* 

He  then  told  the  marshal  in  confidence,  that  his 
motive  for  ordering  him  to  proceed  beyond  Smolensk, 
was  only  to  drive  off  the  Russians  to  the  distance  of 
a  fen^  marches ;  but  that  he  strictly  forbade  him  to 
involve  himself  in  any  serious  affair.  At  the  same 
iime,it  is  true,  he  committed  the  van-guard  to  Marat 
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and  Ney»  the  two  raftfaest  of  bis  officers ;  and,  un- 
known to  Davoust,  he  placed  that  prudent  and  me* 
thodical  marshal  under  the  command  of  the  impe- 
tuous king  of  Naples.'  Thus,  his  mind  seemed  to 
be  watering  between  two  great  resolutions,  and 
the  contradicfeimis  in  his  words  were  communicated 
to  his  addons*  In  tins  internal  conflict,  however, 
it  was  veraarked,  what  an  ascendency  his  impatience 
had  over  his  reason,  and  how  the  former  so  disposed 
matters  as  to  give  birth  to  circumstances  which 
most  necessarily  hurry  him  away. 


CHAP.  VII. 

Meakwbilb  the' Russians  still  defended  the  sab* 
urb  on:  the  right  bank  of  the  Dnieper*  On  dur 
side,  the  18th,  and  the  night  of  the  191^,  were  em- 
ployed in  rebuilding  the  bridges.  On  the  19th  ef 
August,  before  day,  Ney  crossed  Uie  river  by  the 
light  of  the  suburb  which  was  on  fire.  At  first;  he 
saw  these  no  enemies  but  the  flames,  and  he  began 
to  climb  the  long  and  rugged  docUvily  on  which  it 
stands.  His  troops  proceeded  sldwly,  and  with 
caution,  making  a  thousand  circuits  to  avmd  the 
fire.  The  Russians  had  managed  it  wkh  skill :  it 
met  our  men  at  every  point,  and  obstructed*  Aie 
principal  avenues. 

Ney,  and  the  foremost  of  his  soldiers,  advanced 
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in-aUenoe  iototilM  hkymith>of<fla0ies,  withantiMis 
eyeatod  aMentm  ear,  not  knotwing  but  that  tike 
RimriaiiB.  mi^ht  be  waiting  on  the  fiummit  of  tbe 
Bteep^  to.  poor  suddooly  upon  them,  to  oyerthrow 
anddrare  them  badk  into  the  flames  and  the  river. 
Bnt  they  braathed -more  freely,  relieved  from  tibe 
waiglit  of  a  gveat  appmhensien^  when,  tbey  per- 
ceived on  thetnrert  of  tihe  ravine^  at  the  bvancfaBng'i' 
off -of  the  roadSito  Petersbatg  and  Mqscmt,  notiiii^ 
Imft  ^  band  of  coeaaeke,  who  immediatdy  fled;  by 
those  two  roads.  Having  nether  prisoners,  mnr 
inhabitants,  nor  spies,  the  ground  was,  as  at 
Witepsk,  the  only  thing  they  could  interrogate. 
But  the  enemy  had  left  as  many  traces  in  one  di- 
rection as  in  the  other,  so  that  the  marshal  paused 
in  uncertainty  between  the  two  till  noon. 

During  this  interval,  a  passage  had  been  effected 
across  the  Boristhenes  at  several  points ;  the  roads 
toltbottwo  hoe01e  capitala  ware  rettomunlved  totihe 
cKstanee  of  a  Jeagiile,.  and  iha  Russian  injEuitcy  wiasi 
difoomwd  aa  thai  to  Moscoar^  Ney:wou]d'Maft 
ha^d'OT^ttdkan'  it^obAt  as  that  rotd  iskirted  the. 
Bfiieper,  he.had  io;erass  the .stveams  which  fidi 
inlK>,i)l«H  Buch  ofitbeia.haf&ng  sooei^ed  outfits  wmi 
Imfe-ntafiked' the  bottom ;(rf;  a^vaUejr,. the  oppiesita' 
sidef  ofi  vhiohwas:  a.  pdsiti(»i  where  tiie  oramy.post^ 
e^tbimaclf,  aiid  .whidli  it  was  nfeessary  to  cavjcy: 
thd.  finty.that  of  the  Stubna^  did  not  detain. him 
lotig I  bat'  die  hiU > of  ValtelinB^  at  liie  ifi>ot  of 
wtttA)9«is;th0^Kolowdsia»;becamie  the  aeene  of  mi 
obatinate  struggle. 

The  ^cause  ^f  tU^^Msietanee  bie  been  tatiributfed 
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to  an  ancient  tradition  of  National  glory,  which  re* 
presented  this  field  of  battle  aa  ground  consecrated 
by  victory.  But  thifi  superstition,  worthy  even  fittifl 
of  the  Russian  sohtier,  is  far  from  the  more  .en-> 
lightened  patriotism  of  their  generahu  It  was  ne? 
eessity  that  here  compelled  them  ti>  fight :  we  bate 
seen  that  the  Moscow  road,  on  leaving  $moIeiK9k> 
skirted  the  Dnieper,  and  that  the  French  artillery 
on  the  other  bank,  traversed  it  with  its  fire.  B  v* 
clay  durst  not  tidce  this  road  at  night,  for  fear  of 
risking  his  artillery,  baggage,  and  the  wagjgons 
with  the  wounded,  the  rolling  of  which  would  have 
betrayed  his  retreat. 

The  Petersburg  road  quitted  the  rrvear  more 
abruptly :  two  marshy  cross-roads  braachsd  off 
from  it  on  the  right,  one  at  the  distance  of  two 
leagues  from  Smolensk,  the  other  at  four;  they 
ran  through  woods,  and  refokied  the  high  road  to 
Moseow,  sAer  a  long  dreuit ;  tibe  one  at  Bredscliii' 
no,  two  leagues  beyond  Valoutina,  the  otheir  £ur- 
tlmr  off  at  Slobpnewa. 

It  was  these  defiles  that  Barclay  was  not  afitaid 
to  enier  with  so  many  horses  aad  vehicles  ;  so  tfaa£ 
tfab  long  and  heavy  column  had  to.  traverse  Mrtf 
litrge  ancs  of  a  cir^e,  of  whieh  the  high  road  frbnf 
Bmolend^  to  Moscow,  whieh  Ney  eoon  attacked^ 
was  the  cord.  Every  moment,  as  abrays  hap'* 
pras  in  saeb  cases,  the  upscfttug  of  a  carnage,  tfaa 
sticking  iakt  of  a  wheel,  or  of  a  dngk  horse  in  the 
mudy  or  the  breaking  of  a  trace.  Stepped  tiw 
whole.  The  sound  of  the  French  cannoit  mumr 
while  d#ew  neskrer,  and  seemed  to  have  already  9<»t 
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before  the  Russian  column,  and  to  have  nearly 
reiiched  and  closed  the  outlet  which  the  latter  was 
striving  to  gain. 

At  length,  after  an  arduous  march,  the  head 
of  the  enemy's  convoy  came  in  s^ht  of  the 
high  road,  at  iibe  moment  when  the  French  had 
but  to  fiirce  the  height  of  ValoUtina  and  the  pass« 
age  6(  KoIowdniA)  in  ol'der  to  reach  that  outlet.' 
Ney  had  furidusly  carried  that  of  the  Stulma ;  but 
Korf,  driven  back  upon  Valoutina,  had  summoned 
tor  his  aid  the  column « which  preceded  him.  It  iii 
asserted,  that  the  latter,  without  order  and  badly 
officered,  hesitated  to  comply  ;  biit  tiiat  Woronzof, 
aware  of  the  importance  of  that  position,  prevailed 
upon  its  cinnmander  to  turn  back. 

The  Rttssiafts  defended  themselves  to  defend 
every  thing,  cannon,  wbunded,  baggage :  the  French 
attadied  in  order  to  take  every  thing.  Napoleori 
had  halted  a  league  and  a  half  behind  Ney.  Con-^ 
oeitilig'that  it  was  but  an  a£Pair  of  the  advanced 
guards  he  sent  Gudin  to  the  assist«i'ce  of  the  mar^ 
shaly  ralUad  the  <rt;her  divisions,  and  returned  td 
ShifolMsk.  But  this  fight  became  a  serious  battle ; 
9(MXX>  n^n  were  successively  engaged  in  it  on 
both  sides :  soldiers,  officers,  generals,  encountered 
each  other ;  the  action  was  long,  the  struggle  ter- 
rible ;  even  night  did  not  suspend  it.  At  length, 
iB  possession  of  the  plateau,  exhausted  by  the  loss 
of  stMbgth  and  blood,  Ney,  finding  himself  sur^ 
fDimded  only  by  dead,  dying,  and  obscurity,  be-* 
emne  fatigued;  he  ordered  his  troops  to  cease 
ftring,  to  keep  silence,  and  present  bayonets.    The 
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RntMMtt.*  taMNOMr  MAUBdvOitaHi  wmat  nltetnaAer 
and  «MOtd  fhMMwIvo  .of  dw  fcnkaghi.4>  ^allwr 
their  Mtareat.  ^  *":  ■••loi/! 

There  was  ahnottM  .sncfcglorf  id  tikaviMlMs 
as  in  mir  victory  ^<faa  itwe^  •elMfr  tnwfMl:4fiElr 
]KMBt»tfeQiio  in.coiii|Meria0r^il»#feh6f in  hottbe^ 
coMfMMd  till  l»  kad'  sarod  the  RuMiao  artttnyv^< 
bi^ag^  and  vomdad^  -One  a<i  the  emMofB"^^ 
natals,  tha^^anly  oiie  teft  unhnri  oa  thisfieU  dP^i^ 
nage>enlaaMqfad«oeieape  fr(Mii;asaaBg!Ouriidd)M^^ 
by  repaatiiig  the  Fr»ick  nosi  of  eoratiundr^' 
waa  noDgnaed  by  iheflaahas  of  their  fito4»«b, 
and  Moiirod*  Other  fiaaaiaa.g^erals  had  pflftriajfcdyl 
but  tW  fraud  af my  Mstained  a  itiU  greater  loRi:  ^-1 

AidM  paasaga  <^  the^hndge  oner  the  Xok^d«lai;i 
vfhiA  hfA  been 'badly  repaired,  Gondral  Oadinll 
wli^a  ^fAkri^idattd  valour  IcRoift  to  ctni^^ 
but  useful  daiigera» . and  ^ho.ibatides  iviia  laM  *V/ 
bold'iidtn  had  alighted ilrttu:  his  .hot0e«toi»aBa49fe 
ntfmmti  whoQ,  at  thai  ooBMttt^  a  ftaupoa  hall  i  Jim  arft 
mii^  the  wrfaaB  of  the  groimd^  broice  hofciMbito 
l^rli  Wheo  the  tidii^  of  Aoa  nwibrtuiio  T^^eiff^A 
tha^Miperor,  (hay  poi  a  atop  to  ereay  il^g^-^^o  ^ttNi 
euarioa  aod  actio**  Evbrf  orte  wa^tiwMideilihuafci/l 
the  netory  of  ATaloiitina  «eca(i4dr«io  Imge^k^-trnkM 

SQOOeia.  ':    •   .       f.  j'S:^MSl 

G«din  was  coofeyttd  to  Cbtoknsfc^  anddMStf  ro^i 
ceiyedthe  unavailing,aftei»lfeBsiif  tlMiHiipavi^  M*J 
he  a(HwoapiMd«  *  Hik  remakia^Mre  interned w  ttfe 
dtadal.^  <iho  city,  wiaah  they  honour :  «  wmtkfi-i 
tomhibr  arMUMT^  ffho-;aras  6  gdadtoitiMa,  o^oodnt 
hudiMiwdv^a-^aod*  ^htw/  mn  4ntebpid-%|tfei8ara|gi<jhatf  r 
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«f  qiialMei  n  stt  age  wlim  vir- 
taom  men  are  too  freqoentlj  devoid  ol  aUlittes, 
w^Knmtm  aflE?aannet  wmeot  lanae* 

^^fkt  Biiwiiing^a^goniilifld  atlaring^Menr  attaakei 
oaif  is  fraiiV  MBsciTad  tka*  all  the  lallitary 
enriftMioM  af  Mioraft  ama  craiiieA  to  ibHwria^ 
tlnn^-liie  higk-nad^  The^r^Omraibre.ttyiad  fami 
mtdafSaiM,'^-#ile  geMrtt$  nf  the  Jtigk^fwubf  ehth 
ijWiMlMag  hwB  time  from  Hke  eveot,  wMek  tendii; 
oMre  oomBmnigr  to  daeeive  Hum' to  enlightoa.  »' 
iBr£w4vwktte*Ne]r  waa  atta&iag.  Moral  mMiiad 
llibJttika^hft  Us  ^aralFy,  wkhoat  hf^  Mkti^ 
Miig'itiato'adfiaii;  woods  tan  tha  lafti  %n&ta^- 
rartafc  0it  Uie  rights  obstruoied  hU  mefraibet^. 
Bai'vUld  ibajr  wefe  i^tingr  iai' front,  Wlh  w^fte 
aatiaipitmj^tiie-  afcrt  of  a^  flanking  maroli  'i>f '^tlb' 
Weit^aMans^  ^aradiflnSad  by  Janot;    •  '  ^    ' 

^ftMallieCMma;  iAekigh-road,  in  orderto  av^fl" 
tkiiiniluli  til  mad  Ivy  Hietaviotia  frlbQtar)ratfMfils 
aiHwIMiapart  tnniad  tffto  the  left,  aicendied^' 
hUffiftB^-" mA  went'fariher  horn  the^  bartn  of  4^ 
nailvc^  wViik  it  afterwards  retuined  hi  «  tMte 
fiaiiMraUa^lmMaB.    *It  had  been  temarkedthM 
ajlytaii]^  bslicf  and  riiorter^  as  they  all  are,  rat) ' 
ainlght  across  these  low  marshy  grounds,  between  * 
tlia^BM^  and  tiia  highroad,  which  it  rir)oin«d 
tlhUiiihayhitaaii  of  Valonlina. 

liy^road  which  Jilnot  jmrstted  «ffer 
the  river  at  FTudissS*    It  sootf  kd  hifti 
Iht  taar  of  Aa  lefr  «f  the  ikissiaris/  tpon 
tlig 'isaii  of  tfce  eDhmms  whidi  were  ratftrmag 

TOL.  n  s 
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the  assistance  of  their  rear-guaid.  His  attack  was 
all  that  was  wanted,  to  render  the  victory  decisive. 
Those  who  were  engaged  in  front  with  Marshal 
Ney  would  have  he^i  daunted  at  hearing  an  attack 
in  their  rear ;  while  the  uncertainty  and  disorder 
into  which,  in  the  midst  of  an  action,  it  would  have 
thrown  the  multitude  of  men,  horses^and  carriages, 
crowded  together  in  one  road,  would  have  been 
irreparable ;  but  Junot,  though  personally  brave, 
was  irresolute  as  a  general.  His  responsibility 
alarmed  him. 

Meanwhile  Murat,  judging  that  he  murt  have 
come  up,  was  astonished  at  not  hearing  his  attack. 
The  firmness  of  the  Russians  opposed  to  Ney  led 
him  to  suspect  the  truth.  He  left  his  cavalry,  and 
crossing  the  woods  and  marshes  almost  alone,  be 
hastened  to  Junot,  and  upbraided  him  with  his 
inaction.  Junot  alleged  in  excuse,  that  *'  He.  had 
no  orders  t^  attack ;  his  Wurtemberg  cavalry  was 
shy,  its  efforts  feigned,  and  it  would  nevar  be 
brouj^t  to  charge  the  enemy's  battalions.'' 

These  words  Muriit  answered  by  actions.  He 
rushed  on  at  the  head  of  that  cavalry^  which,  with 
a  different  leader,  were  quite  different  Uoof^i  he 
urged  th^m  on,  launched  them  against  the  Rusaians, 
overthrew  their  tirailleurs,  returned  to  Juaol  and 
said  to  him,  '^  Now  finish  the  buBinesflt:  jwuar  :|;k>ry 
and  your  nmrshal's  staff  are  still  bafisre  j^nV  *He 
then  left  him  to  rejoia  his  oWtt.tooops»  and  Janot, 
eonfeunded,  remained  motionless*.  Too  loagaiMrat 
Napoleon,  whose  active  genius  dirooted  ev^ry^  thing, 
both  the  plan  and  the  details,  he  had  learned  only 
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4i3^<>9^r;  h^ilifaiiipd  e^cperieooein  coxmsMid;  be- 
|i^0,  hififfi^  ami  wounds  had  made^m  an  old 
SHut  iMfojre  bis  twe. 

-  Tjbat  sueh  a  g^ieral  sbould  ha^e  ]been  selected 
fdr.M  important  a  movement^  was  not  at  all  sur- 
pnaiiig ;  it  was  well  kBOwu  that  tjie .  eiaperar  was 
atlffdhed  to  him  hotb  from,  habits  (for  he  wa«  his 
V^wt  aid-deneanp)  and:  from  a  aecret  foibW>  for 
9$tim  presence  of  th^t  <^€^r  was  mixed  up  with 
1^  ^  r^coUeotions  pf  his  victoiies  and  ^ia  glory, 
he  disliked  to  part  from  him.  It  is  also  reasonable 
t9>  ifuppoae  that  it  flattej^d  his  vanity^  to  aae  men 
mho  wer^  ^s  pupib  commaAding  hi^  arm^s ;  and 
:it*  was  noreoyer  natural  that. he  should  ha¥e>  a 
£mier  rdiao^  ou  their  attadxml»t>  than  on  that 
;ilf  jMi7<otbejw« 

*-•  Wlm^  'lioweirer»  on  the  iblt^wing  day   he  had 

'^iaspaetedthe  places  themigelves^  atid^  at  the  mgbt  of 

'ilie  1>rtdge  where  Gadin  feU^  made  the  remairki  that 

'h  Kria  not  there  he  «ught  to  bare  debouched ; 

when  afterwards  gazisig,  with  an  angry  leok^  on  the 

'^oeilacm  "whith  SwMt  iMd  occupied^  he  exclaimed : 

^jtfWai  there,  no  doubt,  that  the  Westphalians 

AM4i  haito  attaekedt  all  the  battk  iras  there! 

•^VPiiaft'^aa  lttDot:aftMiutt'^  bis  initation  became  so 

I>#iDlMtj'4h4tMnflthiDg  coold  at  firat  allay  it.     He 

'  wIleA  ^B«pp^  and  ^fold  *  him  to  *'  take  the  command 

'Vfroiii  4lie  Jhlke  of  Abmntes  >^e  w^nld  dbmiss 

rUmSf^om  the  army  I  he  had  lost  bis  marshars  staff 

'  AMdiMiiteiffieyel  ^sa  blunder  wmdd  probably  block 

4iMi- wad  ib'Mosoow  i^ainst  diem;  that"  to  him, 

'  Ibqpfi^  toahMddakitrastlAi#'Westpb|lfamf  {  that  he 

sC 
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would  speak  to  them  in  their  own  language,  and 
he  would  know  how  to  make  them  fight/'  But 
Rapp  refused  the  place  of  his  old  companion  in 
arms ;  he  appeased  the  emperor,  whose  anger  al- 
ways subsided  quickly,  as  soon  as  it  had  venled  it- 
self in  words. 

But  it  was  not  merely  on  his  left  that  the  «nemy 
had  a  narrow  escape  from  being  conquered;  on  his 
right  he  had  run  a  still  greater  risk.  Morandi  one 
of  Davoust's  generals,  had  been  dispatched  from 
that  side  through  the  forests ;  he  marched  almg 
woody  heights,  and  was,  from  the  commencemenl 
of  the  action,^  on  the  flank  of  the  Russians.  A  few 
paces  more,  and  he  would  have  debouched  in  the 
rear  of  their  right.  His  sudden  appearance  woaU 
have  infallibly  decided  the  victory,  and  rendefcid  it 
complete;  but  Napoleon,  unaoquaiated  jwitii  the 
country,  had  ordered  him  to  be  recalled  to  tke  epot 
where  Davoust  and  himself  had  stopped. 

In  the  army,  we  could  not  help  asking  ourselves, 
why  the  emperor,  in  making  three  officers,  inde- 
pendent of  one  another,  comfakie  for  the  same  ob- 
ject, had  not  made  a  point  of  being  on  the  spot, 
to  give  their  movements  the  unity  indlspenASble, 
and  without  him  impossible.  He^  on  the  ooMmtit, 
had  returned  to  Smolensk,  eijbher  faem  fMigo^  <ir 
chiefly  from  not  expecting  so  serieua  an  ffffaii? ;  or 
finally,  because,  fcMti  the  necessity  of  attendir^tiT 
every  thing  at  once,  he  conld  net  be. in  titn4, 
or  completely  any  where.  In  faot,  the  buineiB 
of  his  enipure  and  of.  Europe,  .suspended  bjr  »tlle 
preceding  days  of .  activity ^  had  aoe|imttlated»^^  fit 
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was  necessary  to  clear  out  his  portfolios,  and  to 
give  circulation  to  both  civil  and  political  affairs, 
which  began  to  clog ;  it  was,  besides,  urgent  and 
glorious  to  date  from  Smolensk. 

When,  therefore,  Borelli,  a  general  of  Murat's, 
came  for  instant  succours,  he  made  him  wait ;  and 
80  deeply  was  he  engaged  in  the  business  before 
him,  that  a  minister  had  to  interfere  to  procure  him 
admittance.  The  report  of  this  officer  agitate^ 
Napoleon.  '*  What  say  you  ?*'  he  exclaimed : 
''what  i  you  are  not  enough !  that  the  enemy  shows 
60,€00  men  t  Then  it  is  a  battle !"  He  immediately 
ordered  Davoust  to  support  Ney  and  Murat,  after 
which  he  quietly  resumed  his  occupation,  deferring 
tiU  die  following  day  the  business  of  fighting,  'for 
night  had  come  on :  but  afterwards,  the  hopes  of 
a  battle  roused  him,  and  he  appeared  next  morning 
with  the  day  on  the  fields  of  Valoutina. 


CHAP.  vni. 


NnY^  troops,  ttnd  those  of  Gudin's  division,  de- 
prtvMd  (tf  theif  gan^ral,  had  drawn  up  there  on  the 
cersM-of  *  their  >  companions  and  of  the  Russians, 
ataiMg%he0tump»  of  broken  trees,  on  ground  tram- 
pled* by  the  feet'of  ihe  combatants,  furrowed  with 
bldli,  strewed  with  the  fragments  of  weapons,  tat- 
teMd^'gamfentS','  military  utensils,  carriages  over- 
thrown, and  scattered  limbs ;  for  such  are  the  tro* 
phies  of  war,  such  the  beauties  of  a  field  of  victory  i 
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• 

Ottdin's  battaKons  appeared  to  he  melted  down 
to  platoons ;  the  more  they  were  rteduced, '  tfie 
prouder  they  seemed  to  be  :  close  to  them  one  itiil 
breathed  the  smell  of  burnt  cartridges  and  guh- 
powder,  with  which  the  ground  and  their  ap- 
parel were  imptegnated,  and  their  faces  y^t 
quite  begrimed.  The  emperor  could  not  pass 
along  their  front  Ifithout  having  to  avoid,  to  step 
over, or  to  tread  upon  carcasses  and  bayonets  twisted 
by  the  violence  of  the  shock.  But  over  all  these 
horrors  he  threw  the  veil  of  glory.  His  graiitud!e 
transformed  this  field  of  death  into  a  field  6f 
triumph,  where,  for  some  hours,  satisfied  honour 
and  ambition  held  exclusive  sway. 

He  was  sensible  that  it  was  high  time  to  support 
his  soldiers  by  commendations  and  rewards.  Never, 
therefore,  were  his  looks  more  kind;  and  as  to' tits 
language,  *'  this  battle  was  the  most  glorlttds 
achievement  in  our  military  history ;  the  soldiers 
who  heard  him  were  men  wffh  whom  one  might  con- 
quer the  world ;  the  slain,  warriors  who  liad  died 
an  immortal  death.**  He  spoke  thus,  well  aware 
that  it  is  more  especially  amid  such  destruc^6n 
that  men  think  of  immortality.  ' 

He  was  magnificent  in  his  rewards ;  on  the  t^ih, 
4l8t,  127th  of  the  line,  and  the  17th  light,  WfeVe 
conferred  eighty-seven  decorations  and  promotiohi ; 
these  were  Gudin*s  regiments.  Up  to  that  tfiiie 
the  127th  had  marched  without  an  eagle,  forttf^ 
it  was  necessary  for  a  regiment  to  earn  its  coldars 
in  a  field  of  battle,  to  prove,  that,  in  the  sequel,' it 
would  know  how  to  preserve  them  (here! ' 


I, .  # 
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The  emperor  delivered  the  eagle  to  it  with  his 
€^n  hands ;  he  also  satisfied  Key's  corps.  His  fa- 
vours were  great  of  themselves  and  by  their  form. 
The  yaloe  of  the  gift  was  enhanced  by  the  manner 
in  which  be  bestowed  it.  He  was  successively  sur- 
rounded by  each  regiment  as  by  a  family.  There 
he  appealed  in  a  loud  voice  to  the  officerSj  sub- 
alterns, and  privates^  inquiring  who  were  the  bra- 
vest of  all  those  brave  men^  or  the  most  successful^ 
and  lecompensing  them  on  the  spot.  The  officers 
oamedf  the  sc^diers  confirmed,  the  emperor  ap- 
proved :  thus,  as  he  himself  observed,  the  elections 
were  made  instantaneously,  in  a  circle,  in  his  pre- 
sence, and  confirmed  with  acclamations  by  the 
.troops. 

These  paternal  manners,  which  made  the  private 
i^ldier.the  military  comrade  of  the  ruler  of  Europe ; 
^^^^ffj^forms,  which  revived  the  still-regretted  usages 
^pf|^^e'  republic,  delighted  them.  He  was  a  mon- 
.flRp^jrhut  the  monarch  of  the  revolution ;  and  they 
r  opnld  9ot  but  love  a  fortunate  sovereign  who  led 
^Mfiffx^  on  to  fortune ;  in  him  there  was  every  thing 
^l^.f^jffs^t^f  snd  nothing  to  reproach' them. 

Kever  did  field  of  victory  exhibit  a  spectacle 

.fftPfe  efipable  of  exalting  ;  the  gift  of  that  eagle  so 

fJH^lj  deserved^  the  pomp  of  those  promotions,  the 

d^ts  of  joy,  the  glory  of  those  warriors  recom- 

jfjf^iBpd  on  the  vpxj  spot  where  it  had  just  been  ac- 

qiureq  ;   their  valour  proclaimed  by  a  voice,  every 

^acqent  of  which  rung  throughout  attentive  Europe  ; 

'if  that  great  conqueror  whose  bulletins  would 

carry  thdbr  njimes  over  the  whole  world,  and  more 


wpt^idfy  mtUmgiMk  AitfM^yiMtt;  ottdilUdiflB 
bowmA  of  tlitsr  £EMaulie8>  irladlL  >limf»  yttmMatJtimm 
«hefT  andmake  prosd :  hMir  wattttf  fantamntiotitee ! 
tfaej  weM  ahsoliitely  iatoxkated  witk  ikeiit'Dxfhe 
UiiMcIf  aeemed  at  firife.to  aUowt  kiauelf  .fo  dmtt 
their. tmspoits;'    ;-  "  '  •  .i  "*••«• 

But  when  oub  of  aigbt  .cl  his  troops^,  tka/afctituda 
jof  Neyrand  A^iirat^  aad  the  wordB^af  £briiatpivdbi^ 
as  frank  and  judicious  in  counsd  n,  intrepid  in  ^tfaa 
field,  had  tranquSUzed  him;  4vlien  the  dose  Beat 
of  the  day  be^aa  to  ovwpovrer  him;  and.jbe 
kranied  from  the  reports,  tint  his  mm  had  pMessded 
e^iht  Vsagues  taritfaoUt  overtaldog  theenemj^  AespeU 
fras  dinrolved.  In  his  retfum  tp  fimohti^,  Aa  jidtiHg 
of  his  callage  over  the  raKcs  of  the  fight,"  tha 
atoj^iges  caused  on  the  road  by  the  lotig^4ile  of 
thie:  wounded  who  were  c^awUng  or  being  carnisd 
back,^  and  in  Smolensk 'by*  the  tumbrda  bfi'aiQ^ 
putatad  libtfbs  going  to  b^  thitiwa  simy  ^  w  d^ 
stance;  in  a  word,  all  that  is  horrible  oad^odilMtt 
otit  of  fields  of  battle^  comptetely  dlsanned  him. 
Smolensk  was  but  one  vast  boepital,  and  :lhe>bfd. 
gvoaas  which  issued  from* it  drowned'thashtfbt^ 
glory  which'  had  just  been  raised  on;  the '4ftel4i ^of 

ValoUtfaia.  •  •       1-  ?  J«:    27Ct. 

Th^  reports  of  the  surgeons  waitefiigiitfiil^  oa 
that  country  a  sfatit  distilled  f^oto*  grain  iaiuaatl 
instead  of  wine  and  bmady  liiade  from  gxapciw 
Narcotic  plkits  a9e» mixed  with  it.'  Quriyom^ 
aoldieca^  exfaanvted  with 'hunger  and  fatiguo^soon* 
ceited  that  this  liquov  would'  cfaeor-theiti;  bntiCa 
perfidious;  heit  caused  them  to  ^hnM  ovt!  at 


4AlliMlr^4luM»8V{|i^lB6  iiribtm^  after  vidiiiih  they 
fWiir1wliwBte<([ptbd  Twcro^^  the  /nctnais  of  diMase.  • 
'  yiSMmrM;  fatal  i|bbar  ««  mdm^  debilstetedi  were 
«£md:i'ii^)tlk  'dizaiaessy  ^stspeAwtion,'  taud  ^toi^r ; 
limfs  gquBttediAitDcliieAtftliei  imd  mi  ^tlie  roads* 
Their  half-open,  watery,  and  lack-lnttK  eja,  seem-* 
tit;  iter ^  watch  |Wkh  -iilstosah^ty*^  death  gradually 
MHiDg  theif  Whole  frame  2  they ^xpixed  sifll^nly, 
aatdwiU^m^-ftgrotakii-  ..-.[^    <r 

.1  At'WHna^,  it  waa  not  poasifaAe^o  eataUish  lios- 
fdtala*  {oif-'VaoTe  than  six  thousand  aick  :  .conjients, 
ehumkay  syjmgBgn^B,  aad  bama,  served  to;xeeeive 
tibir^aKffering  HHiitttade#  In  these  dtoni^  .pkuces, 
l(MDMu»ea  anfa^tky, . hut  atiUi.tot)  jew-aad «too 
Movt^dddi  the^  sick  were  fre(|aent^  witiiout  food, 
liithaittr.beday  without  oovetingy  and  without ^^even 
atiawv  and.  medicines,  .  Xhe . aurgeoas : were  tnade- 
^ata^ta.jAesduubjr,  >»  t^t  everything,  ev^cat  taithe 
«tr]r;hQapitai8^  aanl^uted  to  make^aidc^  and  no* 
idm|P'ta;Cttre«  «'>•..'  '  ••  . 
.  oj  At  1Kit0paI:i4OO  WMindad  JRusaiana  weve  kfbon  the 
BtikA  o£baMla ;  SQ(^mme  wereabaadoned  in  the>  tawn 
Iqrjtheir  Mvy  {.laiid'  asitha  inhaUtaniswetre.  taken 
jiwa]Fi  ;ibea&  luifartiiaate  wretches  remained  three 
days  before  they  were  discovered,  without'assiat- 
ancei.lind^Uddjtogetber  pell-^mdH, .  deed  find  dying, 
mmidsk  the apoatihodribfe filth. aaiid  infection;  they 
SMueilKt  lengthrioolkcted  together .  and  mixed  with 
ilfoimded,  whu^-  like*  thoae  of  the  Ruaaians, 
coated  iA  TOO.  Q^B-sllrgeons  iere  npthtfir^very 
ahuBla^  audi  these  'of*  thiese  ^paQr  creatureay-ta^dieaa 
thamf-ftrthare^'began  already  to  be  ac  want  of 
linen. 
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When  at  length  the  wounds  of  these  unfottiinate 
men  healed,  and  they  required  nothing  but  whole* 
some  food  to  complete  their  cure,  they  perished  for 
want  of  sustenance :  few  either  of  the  French  or 
Russians  escdped.  Those  who  were  prevented 
from  going  in  quest  of  food  by  the  loss  of  a  liml;^  or 
by  debility,  sank  the  first.  These  disasters  eccurred 
whererer  the  emperor  was  not ;  his  presence  bring- 
ing, and  his  departure  drawing,  eyery  thing  along 
with  it ;  and  his  orders^  in  fact^  not  being  scrupur 
lously  obeyed  but  within  the  circle  of  his  own  ob» 
serration* 

At  Smolensk,  there  was  no  want  of  hospitals ; 
fifteen  spacious  brick  buildings  were  rescued  from 
the  flames:  there  were  even  found  some  wine, 
brandy,  a  few  medical  stores ;  and  our  reserre-wag- 
gons  for  the  wounded  at  length  rejoined  u^-:  but 
tverj  thing  ran  short.  The  surgeons  were  ^t  work 
night  and  day,  but  the  very,  second  night,  allth^ 
materials  for  dressing  the  wounded  were  exhsiiisi- 
ed:  there  was  no  more  linen,  and  they  we^ 
forced  to  use  paper,  found  in  the  archives,  in  its 
stead.  Parchment  served  for  splinters,  and  eoarps 
doth  for  compresses ;  and  they  had  no  other  substl^- 
tute  for  lint  than  tow  and  birch  down  {cotofi  d^ 
bouleau.) 

Our  surgeons  were  overwhelmed  with  dismi^. : 
for  three  days  an  hospital  of  a  hundred  woufded 
iiad  been  forgotten;  an  accident  led  to  its. ^if*- 
covery :  Rapp  penetrated  into  that  abode  of 
despair,  I  will  spare  my  reader  the  horror  of  a 
description.  Wherefore  communicate  those  ter- 
rible impressions  which  harrow  up  the  soul  ?  lUpp 


(  ^  ) 

^d  an  iptlre  tliem  td  Napoleon,  wlio  eatised  hig 
owtl  Wirie,  and  several  pieces  of  gold,  to  be  distri- 
Wed  among  such  of  those  nnforttinate  men  ad 
i  tenacious  fife  still  animated,  or  whom  a  disgust- 
tibg  food  had  supported. 

But  to  the  vehement  emotion  vehich  these  reports 
left  in  the  soul  of  the  emperor,  was  superadded  an 
dllrming  consideration.  The  conflagration  of 
fiUiolensk  was  no  longer,  he  saw,  the  effect  of  a 
I4tal'  and  unforeseen  accident  of  war,  nor  ev^ 
the  r^stilt  of  an  act  of  despair :  it  was  the  result  of 
cool  determination.  The  Russians  had  studied  the 
fhne  and  means,  and  been  at  as  great  pains  to  de- 
Tltfoy  as  are  usually  taken  to  preserve. 
*'  The  Same  day  the  courageous  answers  of  a  pope, 
dl6  only  one  found  in  Stnolensk,  enlightened  him 
MHll  more  in  regard  to  the  Wind  fury  which  had 
ISi^sti  eiccited  in  the  whole  Russian  nation.  His  in^ 
terpfreter,  alarmed  by  this  animosity,  conducted 
ihe  pope  to  the  emperor.  The  venerable  priest 
Hifst  reproached  him,  with  firmness,  for  his  alleged 
'iacrilegtous  acts :  he  knew  not  that  it  was  the 
Iftditislan  general  himself  who  had  caused  the  store* 
lldtkses  and  churches  to  be  set  on  fire ;  and  ac- 
'tniiiifed  us  of  these  outrages,  in  order  that  the  mer- 
cantile class  and  the  peasantry  might  not  sepa- 
rtfti'  their  cause  from  that  of  the  nobility. 
'  "'T!i^  emperor  listened  attentively.  ''  But,'*  said 
M*i'  to  him  at  last, "  has  your  church  been  burned  f* 
^ — ^^'No,  8ire,*'*replifed  the  pope ;  **  God  will  be  tnore 
powerful  than  yon ;  he  will  protect  it,  for  I  have 
b{»en£d  ft  to  dl!  the  unfortunate  people  whom  the 
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destractioQ  of  the  city  baa  deprived  of  «  hone!'* — 
'^  You  are  right/'  rqpined  Napoleoii/mdi  eraotion^ 
''  yes,  God  will  watch  over  the  iimooent  victims  of 
war ;  he  will  reward  you  for  yoar  courage*  Go, 
worthy  priest,  return  t€r  your  post.  Had  bSL  your 
popes  followed  your  example,  they  had  not  basely 
betrayed  the  mission  of  peace  which  they  received 
from  heaven ;  if  they  had  not  abandoned  the  tem- 
ples which  their  presence  alone  renders  sacred,  my  ^ 
soldiers  would  have  spared  your  holy  edifices ;  for 
we  are  all  christians,  and  your  God  is  our  God*'* 

With  these  words.  Napoleon  sent  back  the  priest 
to  his  temple  with  an  escort  and  succour.  A  hearts 
rending  iduriek  arose  at  the  sight  of  the  soldiers 
penetrating  into  this  asylum.  A  crowd  of  terrified 
women  and  children  thronged  about  the  altar  (  but 
the  pope,  raising  his  voice*  cried :  ''  be  of  good 
cheer:  I  have  seen  Napoleon ;  I  have  sppfcen  to  him. 
Oh !  how  have  we  been  deceived,  vxy  ebildten !  the 
emperor  of  France  is  not  the  man  tbat  he  has  bwa 
represented  to  you.  Learn  that  he  and  his  soldjepi 
worship  the  aune  God  as  we  do.  Tbe  war  wUch 
he  wages  is  not  religiousi  it.is  a  potitieal  q«ari^ 
with  our  raaperor.  His  aoldiers  %ht  oidy  chv 
soldiers.  They  do  net  skoightary  as/ire  hftve  beeo 
assured^  old  men,  women,  and  children*  Ch^er.  up;^ 
then^  and  let  ns  thank  God  for  being  retievf^^from 
the  painful  duty  of  hating  them  as  heaven,  .im* 
pious  wretches,  and. incendiaries)"  The  pk^  then 
commenced  a  hymn  of  thanks,  iiik  whitcA  they  >all 
joined  with  tears* 

But  these  same  words  demonstrated  how  much 
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this  nation  had  been  deceived.  The  rest  of  the  in- 
habitants had  fled.  Henceforward;  then^  it  was 
not  tiimr  army  alone^  it  was  the  population/  it 
was  all  Rusnai  that  fled  before  us.  The  emperor 
felt  thaty  with  Has  population^  one  of  his  most 
powerful  engines  of  conquitst  was  etcftpiDg  from  his 
hands. 


CHAP/ IX. 

Eter  since  our  arrival  at  Witepsk,  Napoleon  had 
in  fact  employed  two  of  his  ofilcers  in  sounding 
the  sentiments  of  these  people.  The  aim  was  to 
instil  into  them  notions  of  liberty^  and  to  compro^ 
M»e  them  in  our  cause  by  an  insurrection  mol^  oi^ 
tess  general.  -  But  there  had  been  iiothiiig  to  work 
itpMi  eitcepting  a  few  straggling  ^savage  boors^  whom 
the^R'Assiahs  had  perhaps  left  as  spies  among^it 
«;•  Hit*  attethpt-bad  only  served  to  betrriyhul 
]ilimi  irid  to  p^t  the'  Russians  on  their  guard 
i^faftistit.  '  -       . 

•  VfAs  expedient^  more6ver^  was  repugnant  to  Na<* 
j^feMij  whose  nature' '  inclined  him  much  more  to 
thtt*ciliM6  4f.  kings  than  to  that  of  nations.  H^ 
Miplo]N$d  it  but*  c^elessly.  ^Subsequently^  at  Mos*^ 
eow;  be  recdred  iteveral  addresses  from  di^re^t 
lietAs  y)ffaiUl!i«S.  They  complained  that  lih^y  wei^ 
treated  %y  the  lords  like  herds  of  cat^e,  which 
Aef  set)  or  barter  away  at'  pleasure.  They  soli^ 
i&led  Nap<^on  to  proclaim  the  abolition  of  slavery. 
They  offered  to  head  partial  insurrections^  trhich 
tibef  promised  speedily  to  render  generaL 
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These  aflbrs  W4we  njected.  We  should  have 
aeen,  among  a  barharous  people^  a  barbarous  li» 
bertjr,  an  ungoyemablet  a  horrible  lioentiousnefis : 
a  few  partial  reFolto  bad  foormerly  fumisfaed  thf 
standard  of  them.  Tbe  Eusaian  nobles,  like  die 
planters  of  St  Domingo,  would  have  been  ruined. 
This  fear  prevailed  in  the  mind  of  Napoleon,  and 
was  oonfessed  by  him^;  tt  indaced  him  to  giTO  up 
all  attempts  to  excite  a  movement  whioh  he  could 
not  have  regulated; 

Besides,  these  masters  had  conceived  a  distrust 
of  their  slaves.  Amidst  so  many  dangers,  they 
distinguished  this  as  the  most  urgent*  They  firat 
wrought  up<m  the  minds  of  their  unfortunate 
serfs,  debased  by  all  sorts  of  servitude.  *  Tbrar 
priests,  whom  they  are  accustomed  to  believe^  •  iui- 
posed  upon  them  by  delusive  language ;  they  per- 
•uaded  these  peasants  that  we  were  legions- ^4e- 
vils,  commanded  by  Antichrist,  infiBmal  spirte, 
whose  very  look  Would  excite  horror,  and  whoie 
touch  would  contaminate*  Our  prisonera  remarfci^ 
that  these  poor  creatures  would  not  again  make 
use  of  the  vessels  whioh  they  had  used,  and  Aitt 
tbey  reserved  them  for  the  most  filthy  aniaaals.  ^* 

As  we  approached,  however,  our  pri^senoe  mndd 
have  refuted  all  these  clumsy  fables*  Bht.  be- 
hold! these  nobles  fell  back  with  tbarserls.lntA  the 
interior  of  the  country,  as  at  the  appnoadb  of  adire 
contagion.  Property,  habitations,  all  that  cxiidd 
detain  them,  and  be  serviceable  to  ui,  were  sacsi- 
ficed.  They  interposed  fiunine,  fire»  and  thia  :de<» 
sert,  between  them  and  us ;  for  it  mnf^  as.  wit^ 
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ngdast  their  Berfr  as  against  Napoleon  thai 
this  nughty  resolution  was  executed.  It  was  no 
bnger,  therefore^  a  war  of  kings  that  was  to  be 
prosecuted,  but  a  war  of  class,  a  war  of  party,  a 
war  c^  religion,  a  national  war,  all  sorts  of  war 
combined. 

The  ei^ror,  then^  first  perceived  the  enormous 
magnttude  of  his  enterprise ;  the  farther  he  ad- 
vanoed,  the  DM>re  it  was  magnified  before  him.  So 
long  as  he  encountered  only  kings,  to  him,  greater 
than  all  of  them,  their  defeats  were  but  sport ;  but 
the  kings  being  conquered,  he  had  now  to  do  with 
people;  and  it  was  another  Spain,  bvt  remote, 
banm*  infinite,  that  he  had  found  at  the  opposite 
exinemity  of  Europe.  He  was  daunted,  hesitated, 
and  paused. 

At  Witepsk,  whatever  resolution  he  might  have 
talosntrihe.  wanted  .  Sjooolenek,  and  till  he  should  be 
nt  Sfnolko^,'  he .  seemed  to  have  deferred  coming 
to  ;any  deterqunation.  For  this  reason  he  was 
again  Mued  with  the  same  perplexity :  it  was  now 
WM0  4Bibanriiss]|ig»  as  the  flames,  the  epidemic 
dMe^sa*  the .  victims  •  which  surrounded  him,  had 
aggi%Wfald  wattof s ;  a  feyer  of  hesitation  attacked 
kwift  hit  .«yee  turned  towards  Kief,  Petersbnrgh, 
and  AioscQW. 

.V  AtJiief  he  shtould  envelop  Tchitchakof  and  his 
atmy';  he  jhoix|d  rid  the  right  flank  and  the  rear 
of  the  grand  army,  of  annoyance ;  he  should  cover 
the  Polish  prorinees  most  productive  of  men,  pro- 
wioiis»  «ad  hotsee;  while  fortified  cantonments  at 
ICohikt  Smolensk,  Witepsk,  Polotsk,  IKinabourg, 
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mA  Riga,  would  defend  tWrait,   BMmi  iXk  IWj 

and  during  the  winter,  he  mi^t  zme  aod 

all  ancient  Poland,  and  hurl  it  inr  dua  apang 

Russia,  oppose  nation  to  nalioii,  and 

war  equal.  '-•   ' 

Still,  at  SnM>lensk,  he  was  at  the  |^nt  wh^m 
the  Petersburgh  and  Mosoow  roads  nsaeti  9$t 
marches  from  the  first  of  these  capitals,  and  16  Idwi 
the  other.  In  Petersbvrgh,  the  centre  of  the  fo». 
rernment,  the  knot  to  which  all  the  threads  of  thi^ 
administration  were  united,  the  brain  of  Ruewii 
were  her  military  and  naral  arsenals;  in  short*  )i| 
•was  the  only  point  of  commnnicaUon  betw^n 
Russia  and  England,  of  which  he  should  pOMOt*^ 
himself.  The  victory  of  Polotsk,  of  which  he  ha^i 
just  received  intelligence,  seemed  to  urge  him  in 
that  direction.  By  -  marching -in  concert  with 
Saint-Cyr  upon  Petersburgh,  he  should  envelop 
Wittgenstein,  and  cause  E^  i/o  fall  before  Mae» 
donald. 

On  the  other  hand,  in  MoMMi^  it  waa^tke'taAH 
lity,  the  nation,  that  he  aheukl  ettaek  kkitk  ^^km^ 
perty,  in  its  ancient  honour :  thedistaaea'^titAsiil 
capital  was  the  shortest  f  ifc  jatftenlad - i^mmHtakA  i 
.stacles  and  most  resources;  the  EtwsiiQ  iMlM»«aqp^ 
which  he  could  not  neglect,  which  he  eig^t.teFMb»:& 
stroy,  was  there,  together  with  the  eha|Nmif4f  eMi 
battle,  and  the  hope  of  giving  eshoek^  ttf/<11w^ 
nation,  by  striking  at  its  heart  ^  this  mMmM^ 
war.  ■  !»'•* . .: 

m 

Of  these  three  plans  the  latter  alone 
practicable  to  him,  ini^te  of  tbeadftncittgi 
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All  MSMfbf^ChwA^^lfill.  was,  nevertheless,  before 
M-^4!fBS;  notihat  of  Voltdire,  which  he  Had  just 
,  <Ww  A  «ihfe  wftK  impatience,  jadging  it  to  be  ro- 
iMitfie^' and  ^Mceufftte;  but  the  journal ^f  Adler- 
JleM,  whieh  he  read,  but  which  did  not  stop  him. 
M^-etei^aribg  iShitt  txpe&him  with  his  own>  he 
Jtiind'*  HET  thimsand '  dffierences  between  them,  on 
iMMhlieMId  great  stress ;  for  who  can  be  a  judge 
Jti%it'khrti  (*ause?  and  of  what  use  is  the  example 
^llfe  "fist  in  ft  world  where  there  never  were 
MMfl^'ttten;  two  things,  or  two  situations   exactly 

^  4U  *  say  rate,  about  this  period  the   name  of 
Olmffcai  X^.  was^  frequently  heard  to  drop  from  hW 

n-   (u::\  •■■»'■  :       »'    .  -    .    .f 

-ifrf     til'    i:-    L   "''  ■"■'.'" 

4001^0' 1l6i#i  vpli^h  arrtted  from  all  quarters 
MBi^UJhiig  afddur  ^10  much  as  at  Witepsk.  His 
liiwtoiiiut»«#ftp>ed4o  hdve  donemore  than  himself: 
tkfaidliMt^f'MilAliM^Mblodeczna,  and  Yaloutina; 
lMpii^Mgiiliri<tftM}^6,  in  which  Davoust,  Schwartz 
Zidbbtfg/tfMfa  Nby)  w^o  conquerors;  on  his  right,' 
hh  HD#^tBf'id|»6ti(Aon  seemed  to  be  covered  ;•  the  - 
eadtaiy%s  aitaiy^wiB  %itig  bef6re  him  ;  on  his  left, 
tkr«]MB»  fatflR<((gi«$^  aftef  dtawing  Wittgenstein 
upon  Pqlotaki  was  attacked  at  Slowna,  on  the  17th 

^MHKttMiU  of 'Wittgenstein  was  furious 
MtM^,  biftlitfretained'Uidoflensiie 

VOL.  I.  T 
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position^  and  Marshal  Oudinot  had  been  wounded. 
Saint-Cyr  succeeded  him  in  the  command  of  that 
army,  composed  of  about  30,000  French,  ^wfes,  mid 
Bavarians.  The  very  next  day  this  gieneral,  who 
disliked  any  command  unless  when  he  exercised  it 
alone  and  in  chief,  availed  himself  of  it,  to  give  his 
measure  to  his  own  troops  and  to  the  enemy ;  but 
coolly,  according  to  ihis  character,  and  combining 
every  thing. 

From  daybreak  till  five  in  the  evening,  he  amused 
the  enemy  by  the  proposal  of  an  agreement  to 
withdraw  the  wounded,  and  more  especially  by  de- 
monstrations of  retreat.  At  the  same  time,  he  ral- 
lied in  silence  all  his  combatants,  drew  themup  into 
three  columns  of  attack,  and  concealed  them  behind 
the  village  of  Spas  and  rising  grounds. 

At  five  o'clock,  all  being  ready,  and  Wittgen- 
stein's vigilance  asleep,  he  gave  the  signal :  his 
artillery  immediately  began  firing,  and  his  coltimns 
rushed  forward.  The  Russians,  taken  by  surprise, 
resisted  in  vain ;  their  right  was  first  broken',  ^nd 
their  centre  soon  fled  in  disorder  :  they  abafidoM^ 
1000  prisoners,  20  pieces  of  cannon,  a(  field  of  %li'tlie 
covered  with  slain,  and  the  oflfensive,  which  ^Skiiit* 
Cyr,  being  too  weak,  could  only  afi^ct  to  ttiftHAe, 
for  the  purpose  of  better  defending  himself. ' ''    " 

In  this  short  but  severe  and  sanguinary  (Milfiit^ 
the  right  wing  of  the  Russians,  which  was  supp6i*e6d 
on  the  Diina,  made  an  obstinate  resistance.  It  wss 
necessary  to  charge  them  with  the  bayonet,  aofidst 
a  thick  fire  of  grape :  every  thing  succeeded,  but 
when  it  was  supposed  that  there  was  no  more  to  do 
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biili4».piirwe;  eveo^riluiig  v^a^  well  wgh  lost ;  some 
Eiffsian  rd^i^Qons,  mcording  to  some,  and  horse- 
gwar43,  accpxdinf  to  ofcfaqrs,  risked  a  charge  on 
a.  battery  of  St*  Cyx's.;  .a  French  brigade  placed 
tP'aupport  it  advanced,  then  suddenly  turned  its 
back  and  fled  tfarpugh  the  midst  of  our  cannon, 
which  it  prevented  from  being  fired.  The  Russians 
xaached  them  pelUmell  with  our  men ;  they  sabred 
the  g^unners,  upset  the  pieces,  and  pursued  our 
horse  so  closely,  that  the  latter,  more  and  n^ore 
terrified,  ran  in  disorder  upon  their  commander-in- 
cjkief  andhis  staff,  whom  they  overthrew.  General 
8aint-Cyr  was  obliged  to  fly  on  foot.  He  threw 
himself  into  the  bottom  of  a  ravine,  which  sheltered 
him  from  the  squall.  The  Russian  dragoons  were 
already  close  to  Polotsk,  when  a  prompt  and  ^kilful 
ttanoaavre  of  Berkheim  and  the  4rth  French  cuirasr 
a^rs  rput  an  end  to.  this  warm  affair.  The  Russians 
h^iook  tbemsdves  to  the  woods. 
.  T^foUawing  day.Saint-Cyr  sent  in  pjursuit  of 
tbemy.httt  merely  to  observe  their  retreat,  to  mark 
tbeNlMct0cy»  aad  ta  reap  some  more  of  its  fruits. 
J^miqg  the  two. succeeding  months,  up  to. the  18th 
aCt«Octoher»  Wittgenstein  kept  at  a  re3peetful  di- 
4jbif)tf:e#  The.  F4:em9h.gene}:al,  on  his  part,  cc^nfined 
his  attention  to  observing  the  enemy,  keeping  up 
^yfinypiipnBiirtatipfts  ^yith^Macdo^ald,  Witepsk,  and 
^Savdrnv^k^  J^rtifyiog  hjjcqs^£  in  his  p^Msition  of  Po- 
.lilB^  wA,  t^bpve  aU>.  subsistipg  .there. 
V  Jin/ this  acti^ft,  on  the  ^8th,  four  gejierds,  foijir 
jMMwtl^^yOid  jQAny; 4DfBp§)rs,  were  wounded.  Among 
4ha*a.the  .aritty.,Te(n9Tked  the  i^avjorian  Generals 

t2 


(     276     )' 

Deroy  and  Liben.  They  expired  on  the  22d  of 
August  These  generals  were  of  the  same  i^e; 
they  had  belonged  to  the  same  regiment,  had  ma^, 
the  same  campaigns,  proceeded  at  nearly  an  equal 
pace  in  their  perilous  career,  which  was  gloripusly 
terminated  by  the  same  death,  and  in  the  same 
battle.  It  was  thought  right  not  to  separate  in 
the  tomb  these  warriors,  whom  neither  life  nor 
death  had  been  able  to  part ;  one  grave,  received 
their  remains* 

On  the  news  of  this  victory,  the  emperor  sent  to 
General  Saint-Cyr  the  staff  of  marshal  of  the  em- 
pire. He  placed  a  great  number  of  crosses  at  his 
disposal,  and  subsequently  approved  most  of  the 
promotions  which  were  applied  for. 

Notwithstanding  this  success,  th^  determination 
to  proceed  beyond  Smolensk  was  too  perilous  for 
Napoleon  to  decide  on  it  alone :  it  was  requisil^  j 
that  he  should  contrive  to  be  drawn  into  it.    Be^> 
yond  Valoutina,  Ney's  corps»  which  was  fatig\i^fi^. 
had  been  replaced  by  that  of  Davoust.    Mura^/is 
king,  as  brother-in-law  to  th^  emperor,  and  Hfff^^ , 
ably  to  his  order,  was  to  command*    Ne^y  h^d,  ^^^i{ 
mitted  to  this,  less  from  cande9c<snsion  ^i^;i  i^f jn^it  i 
conformity  of  disposition.     They  ^greed  in  ^^^ 
ardour.  ,  ,1 

But  Davoust,  whose  methodical  and  <i^Q^j.9ttS  ^ 
genius  was  a  complete  contrast  to  thefierjr  impc^H*f 
osity  of  Murat,  and  who  was  rendered  proud  Iff.  t|ie 
remembrance  of,  and  the  titles  derived  from  ti^^. 
great  victories,  was  piqued  by  thisdependfnce^. 
These  haughty  chiefsj,  about  the  same  Agd^ 


(    277    ) 

nions  m  war^  who  had  mutually  witnessed  each 
other^s  elevation^  and  who  were  spoiled  by  the  habit 
of  having  obeyed  only  agreat  man,  were  by  no  means 
fit  to  command  one  another ;  Murat,  in  particular, 
who  was  too  often  unable  to  command  himself*. 

Davoust  nevertheless  obeyed,  but  with  an  ill 
grace,  badly,  as  wounded  pride  generally  obeys. 
He  affected  to  break  off  immediately  all  direct  cor* 
respondence  with  the  emperor.  The  latter,  sur- 
prised at  this,  ordered  him  to  renew  it,  alleging  his 
distrust  of  the  reports  of  Murat.  Davoust  made  a 
handle  of  this  avowal,  and  again  asserted  his  inde- 
pendence. Henceforward  the  vanguard  had  two 
leaders.  Thus  the  emperor,  fatigued,  distressed, 
overloaded  with  business  of  every  kind,  and  forced 
to  s'RbW  indulgence  to  his  lieutenants, divided  power 
as'''weir  as  his  artnies,  in  spite  of  his  precepts  and 
luis  Y6»#mer  examples.  Circumstances,  which  he 
had  80  ofi^en  controlled,  became  stronger  than  him, 
antf  tbntroned  him  in  their  turn. 

'Meiih^hile  Barclay,  having  fallen  back  without 
reifistttbc^  nearly '  as  far  as  Dorogobouje,  Murat 
haci  fi6  heed  of  Davoust,  and  no  occasion  presented 
iti&t^fot  misunderstanding;  but  about  eleven  in 
tlUf%reiioon  of  the  ^d  of  August,  a  thick  wood,  a 
few  wersts  from  that  town,  which  the  king  wished 
to'Vi^itioitre',  was  warmly  disputed  with  him: 
he  ^#&  obliged  to  carry  it  twice. 

Marat,  surprised  at  such  a  resistance  at  that  early 
hour,  pushed  on,  and  piercing  through  this  cur- 
tain, beheld  the  whole  Russian  army  drawn  up  in 
order  of  battle.     The  narrow  ravine  of  the  Luja 
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separated  him  from  it :  it  wa^  noon;  i^  ef^teht  of 
the  Russian  lines,  especially  towards  our  right,  the 
preparations^  the  hour,  the  place^  that  where  ^ar* 
clay  .  had  rejoined  Bagration  ;  the  choice  of  the 
ground^  well  suited  for  a  general  engagement ;  all 
gave  him  reason  to  anticipate  a  battle ;  ^nd  he  sent 
a  dispatch  to  the  emperor  to  apprise  him  of  it. 

At  the  same  time  he  ordered  Moptbrun  to  pass 
the  ravine  on  his  right  with  his  cavalry,  to  recon- 
noitre and  get  upon  the  left  of  the  enemy.  Da- 
voust,  and  his  five  divisions  of  infantry,  extended 
themselves  on  that  side ;  he  protected  Montbrun  : 
the  king  recalled  them  to  his  left,  on  the  high-road^ 
designing,  it  is  said,  to  support  Montbrun's  flank 
movement  by  some  demonstrations  in  front. 

Davoust  replied,  that  **  This  would  be  sacrificiDg 
our  right  wing,  through  which  the  enemy  would 
get  behind  us  on  the  high-road,  our  only  retreat ; 
that  thus  he  would  force  us  to  a  battle,  which  he, 
Davoust,  had  orders  to  avoid,  and  which  he  wbidd 
avoid,  his  fo)*ce  being  insufficient,  the  position  bad, 
and  he  being  moreover  under  the  command  of  a 
leader  in  whom  he  had  but  little  confidence.*'  He 
then  wrote  immediately  to  Napoleon,  urging  him 
to  come  up  without  loss  of  time,  if  he  wouKl  not 
have  Murat  engage  without  him. 

On  this  intelligence,  which  he  received  in  'the 
night  of  the  24th  and  2.5th  of  August,  Napoleon 
joyfully  threw  aside  his  indecision,  which  to  this  en- 
terprising  and  decisive  genius  was  absolute  torture : 
he  hurried  forward  with  his  guard,  and  proceeded 
twelve  leagues  without  halting;  but  oti  the  eveiiing^ 
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ef  the  preceding  day,  the  enemy's  army  had  disap* 
p^ed« 

.pn  our  side,  his  retreat  was  attributed  to  the 
^oyement  of  Mpntbrun ;  on  the  part  of  the  Russians 
to  Barclay,  and  to  a  bad  position  chosen  by  the 
chief  of  his  stafl^  who  had  taken  up  ground  in 
liis  own  disfavour,  instead  of  making  it  serve  to  his 
advantage.  Bagration  was  the  first  who  perceived 
it ;  his  rage  knew  no  bounds,  and  he  proclaimed  it 
tseason. 

Discord  reigned  in  the  Russian  camp  as  well  as 

in  o.ur  advanced  guard.    Confidence  in  their  com- 

mander,  that  strength  of  armies,  was  wanting ;  his 

every  step  seemed  a  blunder,  each  resolution  that 

was  taken  the  very  worst.  The  loss  of  Smolensk  had 

soured  all;  the  junction  of  the  two  corps  cPannie 

'  increased  the  evil ;   the  stronger  the  Russian  force 

/eit  itself,  the  weaker  did  its  general  seem  to  it. 

Tll^ ;  outcry  became  general ;  another  leader  was 

,  ;lot|dIy  .called  for.    A  few  prudent  men,  however, 

;  iQierposed  :  Kutusof  was  announced,  and  the  hum-> 

9le4  pride  of  the  Russians  awaited  him  in  order  to 

.  The  emperor,  on  his  part,  already  at  Dorogo- 
pofi)e,'no  longer  hesitated  :  he  knew  that  he  carried 
CYefy  where  with  him  (he  fate  of  Europe ;  that 
ripher^ver  he  might  be,  that  would  always  be  the 
place  where  the  destiny  of  nations  would  be  de- 
cide;  that  he  might  therefore  advance,  fearless 
of  the  threatening  consequences  of  the  defection 
^f  the  Swedes  and  Turks.     Thus  he  neglected  the 
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hputlh  Miqp^e^  of.l^fcwfH.  ^r  B/^,  j^.Wjttgenaleitt 
before  Polatskf  of  Horrtel  .<  )be<Qr0  Bobrjiitk^.tadt 
of  Tohitcbakof  in  Yelhyma.'  Xh«y  ooMifctadfdf 
120^000  mm^  whoae  nufaibor^  could  not  btet  M4ep 
gradually  augoieating ;  he  v>a$fi?4  likcm,  and  8«f« 
fered  him9elf  to  he  .surrounded  hylhen  witb  uip' 
differeacQ^  s^suxfd  that  all  tbota  yaitt  obstacles  >  o€ 
war  and  policy  wipiild  be  fiHfept  aw^y  1^  tketerf- 
first  thunderbolt  w^h^he  shooM  laimch< 

And  yetj  his  column  of  attack,  still  185,000 
strong  at  his  departure  from  WitefN^  was  already 
reduced  to  loJfiOO;  it  was  diminished  by  28t,00Q 
mWf  half  of  whom  oeeupied  Wi  tepsk^  Orcha,  MoUief, 
$nd  Smolensk.  The  reat  had  been  killed  or  wounded, 
or  were  straggling  and  pillaging  in  his  rear,  our 
allies  and  even  Frenchmen  themselvea. 
».  U^t  li$7,QQ0  men  wer^  at^&Qient  to  destroy  tiie 
Russian  army  by- a  coiBpLste  .victory,  and  to  .take- 
Moscow*    As  to  their  base  of  opeiration,  notahb* 
stimdiiig  the  ISOjiQOO  ItuBsiaas  by  whom^  it'  wmT* 
threatened, it  appeared  to  be  eecitre.  Lithaaniaiihe: 
]>iina,,the  Dnieper,  and  lastly  Smolensky  welrfi or*, 
would  soon  be  covered  towards  Riga  and  Duna^ 
hourg  by  Macdonald  and  39,000  .own ; .  Aowards 
Polotsk,  by  Saint  Cyr,  with  SQfioa^  nt  Wit^k^ 
Smolensk,  wi  Mofailef,  by  Victor,  and  .40^000  $fa»^ 
fore  Bobruisk,  by  Dombrowski  and  1S,000;  .aUd:'. 
on  the  Bug  by  Schwart^emberg  and  RegnieBy*  .at 
the  lie^id  of  4^,000  men*    Napol^b  .redeoned  b6>« 
aides,  on  the   divisions  of  Xrois^n  and  Duriittei 
S^^oop  strong,  which  were  i^lready  approachiiKgp 


KoMgitetg^^iAd  ^WaA&W  y^Tti  on  reinforcements 
toithe^Miotirii  of  80,dod/an  of  whom  Would  enter 
BMMMAh^hfie  ^  teiddle  <yt  'November. 
n-Hk  ^iModld  ^m '  htttid  eSO^OeO  men,  including 
tltt^LitliaMiiiil  and' Polish  fevies;  to  rest  hhAself 
flponvi  swhiie  Wil^  1^,000  mbre  be  tnade  an  in* 
Mr8idii.0f*'n]Mtjr-three  leagues;'  for  such  was  the 
distanoe  bfetwe^  Smolensk  and  Moscow. 

But  these  ^980,000  men  ^ere  commanded  by  )^\% 
different  leaders,  afi  independent  of  each  oiher,  and 
the  nlwt  elescated  d  them,  he  Who  occupied  the 
cenlre,  he  irfao  seemed  to  be  ap{k>inted  to  gfre,  a;s 
an  i&t»taediate  link,  some  unity  to  the  orperations 
of  the  other  five,  was  a  minister  of  peace  tod  not  tif 

WM. 

Besides,  the  same  causes  which  had  already  di- 
mitiislied  by  one- (Jm4  «fae  French  forces  whichHrst 
entered  ^  Russia,  oottld  not  fnil  to  disperse  of  to' 
dctttnqra  3tfir  gretiter  proportion  of  ail  these  reiti- 
foreemjeuto^  M<Mt  <^f  tb^  were  coming  by  de- 
taiihineDtB,  formed  provisionaily  into  marching 
battalians/ under  c^Mrd  new  to  them,  whomihef 
wore  4b  kowe  the  first  day.  Without  the  incentive  of 
ctiBcqprliiie,  esprit  de  torps,  or  glory,  and  traversing 
aa«|diaMtkl  country,  which  the  season  and  climate 
wvnld  BMH  ber^n^ndering  daily  more  bare  and  more 
rtida.    •'-.')    >>  '< 

MeaiMthfle  *  Nupoieon  beheld  Dorogobbuje  in 
ashes,  lifce  Smolensky  especially  the  quarter  of  the 
mevebants,  tlios6  who  had  most  to  lose,  whom  their 
ridMa  might  have  detained  or  brought  back  amongst 
us,  and  who  from  their  situation  formed  a  kind  of 
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intermediate  c\b,w,  a  commencenient  of  the  third 
estate,  wbidi  liberty  was  likely  to  seduce* 

He  was  perfectly  aware  that  he  was  quitting  Smo- 
lensk  as  he  had  4M>i|ie  tbitlifr^  with  the  hope  of  a 
battle,  which  the  indecbion  and  discord  of  the 
Russian  generals  had  as  yet  deferred ;  but  his  reso- 
lution was  taken ;  he  would  hear  of  nothing  but 
what  was  calculated  to  4iupport  him  in  it.  He 
persisted  in  pursuing  the  track  of  the  enemy ;  his 
hardihood  increased  ivith  tkeii  prudence;  theit 
cifcumipection  he  called  pwiUanimity,  their  retreat 
&igk% ;  he  despised)  that  he  might  hope* 
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BOOK  VII. 


CHAP.  L 

The  emperor  had  proceeded  with  such  expedi- 
tion to  Dorogobotije,  that  he  was  oUiged  tb  halt 
there^  to  wait  for  his  army,  and  to  leave  Mur at  to 
pursue  the  enemy.  He  set  out  again  on  the  26th  of 
August;  the  army  marched  in  three  columns 
abreast ;  the  Emperor,  Murat,  Davoust ;  and  Ney 
in  the  centre,  on  the  high  road  to  Moscow ;  Poni»- 
towski  on  the  right ;  and  the  army  of  Italy  on  the 
left. 

The  principal  column,  that  in  the  centre,  found 
nothing  on  a  road  where  its  advanced  guard  itself 
had  to  subsist  entirely  on  the  leavings  of  the  Ru6» 
sians;  it  could  not  digress  from  its  direction  for 
want  of  time,  in  so  rapid  a  march.  Besides,  the 
columns  on  the  right  and  left  consumed  every 
thing  on  either  side  of  it.  In  order  to  live  better, 
it  ought  to  have  set  out  later  every  day,  halted 
earlier,  and  then  extended  itself  more  on  its  flanks 
during  the  night ;  which  cannot  be  done  without 
imprudence  when  the  enemy  is  so  near  at  hand.    . 

At  Smolensk  orders  had  been  issued,  at  at  Wi- 
tepsk,  to  take,  at  .starting,  provisions  for  several 
days.    The  emperor  was  aware  of  the  difficulty  of 
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collecting  them,  but  he  reckoned  upon  the  dili- 
gence of  the  officers  and  the  troops;'  they  had 
warning, — that  was  sufficient;  they  would  contrive 
to  provide  themselves  with  necessaries.  They  had 
acquired  the  habit  of  doing  so  ;  and  k  was  really  a 

■ 

curious  sight  to  observe  the  voluntary  Itnd  continual 
eflbrts  of  so  many  mentofollow'a  single  individual 
to  saeh  gre&t  df  statices.  The  existence  of  the  army 
was  n  ^todigy  that  was  daily  renewed  by  the  active, 
indMtfidu^,  atid  intelligent  spirit  of  the  Fretich 
and  F^liish  troops,  by  their  habit  of  conquering  all 
diAculties,  and  by  their  fondness  for  the  hazards 
ami  iri^gularitieff  of  this  dreadful  game  of  an 
ady>6ntiirdus  Kfe. 

Ib^he  tfain'ofeach  regiment  there  were  a  mtiU 
titdld^  o^llidsef  diminutive  horses  with  which  Potaind 
siMMlSj  a  great  number  of  caHs  of  the  country, 
whlek  nsquired  to  be  incessantly  replaced  with  "bAiit 
oDi^  and  H'flrove  of  cattle.  The  baggage-Wa^^te 
were  driven  by  soldiers,  for  they  turned  their  BM£k 
to^ every  trade.  They  were  missed  in  the  ranks;  it 
is  tiuei  but  here  the  want  of  provisions^  the 
sitylbr  transpof ting  every  thing  with  th'eitt, 
cued  this  pi^ocKgiotts  train;  it  reqmi^^d  af se<JjUd 
army»  as  it  w^re,  to  carry  or  draw  what  'WftS^'itt^- 
diapefag^e  fcr  the  first.  »  ^  -  ^-  - 

la  tfado  pMMUpt  organization,  dd6pte<}  while 
marcidn^y  the  itrtny  had  accommodated  'itself^ to 
all  Ike  locah i^ttitoms  and  difficulties;'  thegeASfosof 
•the  ml^rs  had  admirably  made  the  most  of  th^e 
scanty  resources  of  the  country .  As  to  the  officers^ 
^s  *th0  geneifal  drders  always  took  for  granted  regu- 
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lar  distributions  which  were  never  inadei  emh  oi 
them^  according  to  the  degree  of  his  ze»l,  intelU-^- 
gence,  aod  firmness^  appropriated  to  himself  more 
or  les9  of  this  ^oiU  and  had  oonvertad  iAdindoal- 
pillage  into  ^regular  coatriWttoaa. 

For  it  wasoi^y  ky  cr^anaiQW.OA  the  Aauka  and- 
into  a?i  mxkn/iiwn  cotwtry  that  any  provisions  cottld: 
be  procuretd.  E^ry,  ^vening^  when  ith^.acmy 
halted  and  the  biFoufbcs  w^re  estahUsbedi  datade 

*  * 

nij^ntSr  larely  oommanded  by  dmsionsi  aometinea 
by.  brigades^  and  most  commooly  by  r^^te^ntsu 
w^ipxt  in ,  quest  of  necessaries  and  penatral^  iajlo 
the  co.untry;  a  few  werstQ.  fiKua  the  road.  they> 
found  all  the  villages  inhabited,  and  w^rajn^  i^mtffK 
iniqi>ically  received ;  but.  as  they .cpuld.pot  tpahe 
theffUH^lT^.uiulei^stoody  and  besides , wanted  evergn 
thing  .^If^  tjbat  dnstantaneoi^ly^  the.  peasfilits  iweKa/ 
aqfH  ^sevif ^  iwith  fL.  panic  and  ^ed  imto  the  wo^ds* 
"^hfftS^c^ef  issued  .s^in  .aa  ao^v^ry  formidahbi; 

iiT^ff^toflbm^itfft  jMan while  plentifuUy  regaled 
th^ifiMtv^Mi  audrejoifiedttheir  oorpaneat  day  or  some 
da]F%  a^ifiartkf  lad^n -witli  all  tfaiat  timy :  had  ^eo^ 
]ef^,^..v44tfr0que«tly  bappwed  that  .they,  wem 
p^dfK^  ip^itt^eirf  turn  .by  their  comrades  balongi-^ 
ing  to  the  other  corps  whom  tihey  chaiiotdi6.&ll«' 
wi|p^  V.  IfoK^  apioMmties,  which  woidd  hate  in- 
fa0U>|f , il«4  ;tov  xtwti  ^apguiuaiy  inteyitinb  c«tifliat8» 
biH^  pMitMaiUif^an  »8nbM|«e«tly  overtaken,  fay.^ike 
aaipt  nisf«wr.Uinfti  and  idavokviod  ia  .the  honrocs.irftt 
C09P[ipiHlWMtapr«  ^  -     -,  ^•  y;   r.- 

TiUit^  fffitfUTQHif  .thair  datachmaats:JjM«iildiaff» 


(     286    ) 

who.BaDMined.widb  th^ir  eagles  \weA  ^tw)iat.,the]r 
oould  find  on  the  military  route;  in  gmwal  i^'Ocm** 
Hflted  of  Qeur  rye,  which  they  l^rui^ed  and  b^^d. 
Owing. to  the  eattle  whieh  foUowed,  tjhere  v{ij§^4^i» 
want  of  meat  than  of.  bread  {  but  the  leugth^i^wwi 
especially  the  .rapidity  of  the  marchesbi  ooc^^jsion^ed 
t^  loss  of  many  of  these  apunals :  tbey  !wej;e^i^f^ 
iwa4ed  by  the  heat  and  duat ;  when,  tJ^^xefore^they 
OMaeto  water,  they  can  into  it  with'  sucb  fury  itlffit 
many  of  them  were  drowned,  while  others  drai>k  m 
immodwately  as  to.  a  well  themselires  out.  till  ^ey 
were  unable  to  walk. 

It  was  renaarked^  as  before  we  reaqbed  Smo^ 
l^sk>  that  the  divisiiMis  of  the  first  :corps  continufipi 
to.  :be  the.  most  numerous ;  their  da tachmeutsi, bet- 
ter dbciplined,  brought  back  more^  and  did  le^  jn- 
fary  to  ^  inhabitants^  Those  .who  tte^iained  If ith. 
their,  colouns.  lived  on  the  dcaiti^its^.th^kpap^ 
M^s,.the  tegular'.a|>pearance;  of  w.hich  re^eye^tbe 
eye,  fatigued  with  a  disorder  that  was  nefirly^mpjLi- 
versal.  ,    ; 

•lEaoh  of  these  knapsAeks,  reduced. fco>.wbat>w<l^ 
sixietly  necessary  in  pmnt  .of  .apparel,  contfuiiifci 
two.  shirtSi  two  pair  of  shoes,  iwith^mulsi  issid^i^lir 
of  extra  soles,,  a  pair  of  pantal/90|»|ap4iha^fg|[#i^W8 
of  dloth;;.a  few  articles  requiwte 4<^*^leatifipey ,  a 
bandagCi  aad/a  quantity  of  lint^iuMliAivf^lQV^iAflpiss* 
.  In  Ite  two  sides  were,  placedr^fo^fi  l^sc^jta^/of 
siattefu  ounteaeach;  under  diese,  nA  At  iAi^  }ifft^ 
tem,  was  a.  long,  narrow  bnen .  bag  filled  ^with  tan 
pounds  of  flour.  The  whole  knapsack  anditS'4S0n-> 
teftt»#to|;etherHwith  the  straps  and  thehood^ rolled 
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up  and  fastened  at  top,  weighed  thirty-three  pounds 
twelvB  ounces. 

Eaeh  soldier  carried  also  a  linen  bag,  slung  in 
form  of  a  shoulder-belt,  containing  two  Ibaves  of 
three  pounds  each.  Thus  with  his  sabre,  his  loaded 
knapsack,  three  4ints,  his  turn-screw,  his  bdt  and 
musket,  he  had  to  carry  iHty-eighft  pounds  weight, 
and  was  provided  with  bread  for  ibur  days,  biseuit 
for  four,  ftopr  for  seven,  and  sixty  rounds  of  amnm^ 
nition. 

Behind  it  were  carriages  laden  with  provisions 
for  six  more  days ;  but  it  was  impossible  to  reckon 
with  confidence  on  these  vehicles,  picked  up  on 
the  spot,  which  would  have  been  so  convenient 
in  any  other  country,  with  a  smaller  army  and  in  a 
more  regular  war. 

When  the  flour-bag  was  empty  it  was  filled  with 
any  com  that  could  be  found,  and  which  was 
gf  oimd  at'  the  -hnt  naXl,  if  any  chanced  to  be  met 
with;  if  not,  by  the  hand-mills  which  followed  the 
regiments,  or  wfardi  were  found  in  the  villages,  for 
Aese  pedple  are  scarcely  acquainted  with  any 
t/AdtB.  It  took  shcteen  men  twelve  hours  to  grind 
in  Me  df  them  the  corn  necessary  for  one  hundmd 
atodf  thirty  men  for  one  day. 

As  evely  house  in  this  countr  jr  has  an  oven,  little 
want  was  felt  on  that  score ;  bakers  abounded ;  for 
Ihe  m^imeHts  of  the  first  corps  contained  men  of 
$XL  trides,  so  thitt  artietes  of  food  and  clotMiig  i^ere 
an  made  or  repaired  by  them,  during  the  mareh. 
They  were  coloimes  at  the  same  time  d^iiiaed  -and 
nomadic.   The  emperor  had  first  conceived  the  idea. 
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which  the  g€tiiiKi  of  the ,  pviace  of  Kokmitbl  )i|d 
appropriated ;  he  had  every  thing  he  waited,  timp, 
place,  aad  men  to  carry  it  into  execution ;  but.the^e 
three  elemonta  o£  aucpess  were  l€Ks,at  the  4i0pp4ai 
of  the  other  chiefs*  Be8ide3i  their  eharacter^  moie 
impetuous  and  leas^methodioal,  w^uld jfoaircely  have 
derived  the  same  advantages  from  it ;  iwiith  a  less 
organizing  genius  they  would  therefore  hav«^  had 
more  obstacles  to  surmount ;  the  ^mpf for  had  m^ 
paid  sufficient  attention  to  these  diffisrences ;  thfgr 
were  productive  of  baneful  effiacts. 


CHAP.  IL 
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It  was  from  Slawkowo,  a  few  leagues  in  iAsmtt^ 
of  Dorogobouje,  that  If  apoleon  seieMt  orders  (Qi;4b^ 
^th  of  August  to  marshal  Victor,  then  on  the  SHs- 
men,  to  advance  to. Smolensk.  This  marsbarall^ 
was  to  occupy  Witepski  his  right  Mojhilefj  ap4  N^ 
centre  Smolensk.  There  he  would  wcQpiur  Sfjlff^ 
Cyr,  in  case  of  need,  serve  for  a  point  of  8ig^}^,(f)0 
the  army  pf  Mowow,  and  keep  up  his  commuipca- 

tions  with. Lithuania-  .  ^^j 

It  was  also  from,  the  same  imperial  headrquartotf 
that  he  published  the  particulars  of  his.re?ienr  ^ 
y aloutina,  with  th«  intention  pf  .proclajmiiB^  to  t$^ 
present  and  future  ages  the  names  even  of  Ab^ 
private  soldiers  who  had  there  distingitished^thraar 
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-iii^0ii;  B«t  he  aAi»ir,  tiiftt  at  %iideil«l!^  the  om- 
d«cti0f  tii0  Pale&  had  astmuhed'  the  RoseiaiiB,  tv'ho 
'  WMH'  «toiiM6Mad'  to  *  iespim  thitih'^  Thei»  i«mn^ 
4NiMr  from  Vk6  '9bk»  *  an  Mitery  6f  ita€Kgiiiitibii^  aiid 
'IM'eitt^efW^ffriifeMl  al  an  aager  whfoh  he  hod  fore- 
-sMb^;  nM  Hhib^'tlBhtbof  irhiek  <f?ofe  designed  to  ftill 
cM  the  Itassiani^  aldnt^. 

'  -'Otrthitf'tfatfehlie^tdoh  delightin  dating^  from tite 
Hfeailt'of^OiB^utoia  a  numher  of  decrees^  whi(^ 
il^ld  be  eit'eulated  in  tfre  meanest  hamkts'  of 
nraace ;  from  the  desire  of  appearing*  to  be  present 
every  where  at  odee,  and  filling  the  earth  more 
ttftd  more  with  his  power :  ihe  offipiing  of  that  in- 
eoneeivabie  and  ei^andittg  ^praatness  of  soul^  whose 
ambition  was  at  first  a  mere  plaything,  bat  fintilly 
cereted  Che  empire  of  the  world. 

It  is  true  that  at  the  same  time  there  was  so 
KtUe  order  about  him  at  Slawkowo,  that  his  guard 
lMMlM«ie^ii^t»  t#  warm  themseli^es,  the  bridge 
ilAMi  fMy  WtMt  e¥d«red  to  guards  and  the  only 
M^  ^  -WM^  W  could  the  next  day  leave  b% 
iJM^t^'^fM^^  This  dlswder,  however,  littb 
^  MHly  to^ferti,  prdeeeded  not  from  InMbefdteil^ 
-iStfii^iMt  from  thoughtlessness ;  it  was  eorreetedi  a^ 
^qfriyit-  was  perceived. 

'Th»i^y  same  day  Murat  drove  the  enemy 
beyond  the  Osma,  a  narrow  river,  but  enclosed  with 
Ugl^  bbiftfs,  and  of  great  depth,  ifke  tnost  of  the 
4mm  tfMM  country,  the  effect  of  the  snoK^,  and 
^Aieh^at  the  perbd  of  its  generitl  teeltfoj^,  jirevents 
iMmdatims.  'fhe  Russian^  rear-guard,  eovMed'  by 
this  obstade,  faced  about  and  estftblisl^d'  itself 
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on  the  hetghto  of  tfaei«ppoiite^4mdt.  ^Miinfti0»- 
dered  the  ravine  to  be'€i[ainin6dr;'-0iiard<HiaBdift- 
corered.  It  was  tfarougii  tUs  iittEMwiattifiiiBiEfdare 
defile  that  he:  dared  to  narohiagainat  thei&iiieia]t% 
to  yen  tare  beiwe«i,the  rWer  ;aiid  ihafar^paDtilm; 
tbufl ;  cutting  :eff  from  bimaelf  all.ratraat^  mAtitamk 
ing  a  skirmish  mto  a  deaperate  aotion.  la^  ftd^ 
the  eMmy  de^OfAded  in  fi»9C6  firdm  ikeit  hti^H^ 
and  4rov^  jiim  l^ack^ito  the  very  .brink  of  th^  rairijM 
into  which  they  had  -w^U  nigb  j)irefipiitated  hiai. 
Bttt  Mncet  per«b^d  in  hie  esror ;  he.bmred  its>^ 
aji^. conifer t^d  it  into  a  wcc^fli..  The^4th.law»i» 
carried  thepositifin^  md:the  lUiasiani  wwik.to  pm0 
the  night . not. fiwiiff;:P9ili^mt  «itk}iaviQgaiad^ili 
buy  ata  dear  ritteja  qimter:  of  a  leaglleFof^gr.<mnd^ 
which  they  would. haprfit  gitmi  np  to-iWH^fortiathiMg 
•duni^g  l^e  ^ight*  •    1  i    :  ■«    •■•.      '  jr-'^i 

At  the  momefnt  of /the  mo^'istivtiamAiim^eiB^M 
battery  of  the  prince. of iJStivfiUtwiceiMfuifdota 
fire.  Its;  pcpimanding  o^ijcecalhigedT  Ua-insttaA' 
tions*  which  forbade  hiip,  iipMirpi)in  fififaoingifhndoi) 
to  fight .  witibput  ordiNTd  IqMh  Da^)«ntr  ^^faqia 
ordQr/i  arfivc^  in  time»:  wt9X^9  to  Mneii  hiil 
too  lat;e^  aoopJtding  .to  others*'  jl  relate  fth^<ifttjto 
dent,  beea»ise,  on  the.folkvriKg  .'dayu^ii'^MMshtbd 
subject  of  a  Tk>lent!<quarMl.  between)  ilinrajn^^ 
Davoust,  in  presence  of  the  emperor^'At  Sittnleivcftii 

The  ki»g  te^roAched  tke.prinde  wii^fi^'fofdy 
circiunspectioii^  md-  m^m  especially/  withitiaenmilT'' 
which  d^ted  from  tbe^i^p^ion/fo E^^y^ji! in  Ab 
vehemence  of  Jm  pustion  be  teldiimn;  that  ifiiliMr 
.was  any  quarrel   between  (hem   tbeiy '0«ght*^*o 
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flrtlir;  it /by  .Ihaaiisehw;  Imt  that  the  army  ought 
ml  4a  i)6  maile  .ihe  waSSenrB  for  it. 
"ii  ifimrcnlaty  irnlatri  ia  liik.iuni,  ^  aecased  the  king 
•fifitamttifejr.;  abeovding  to  him  ^his  thoughtless 
wadKnsti*Tmu^:mtauaiMf'cXi^^  bis  troops, 

cnA  irfas*iDg;tai  na  purpose  <thfeit (lites^  their  strength, 
anA  tktir  stores*.  It  was*  right  diat  the  emperor 
Aoidd  at  kst  'know  what  was  dsdly  ooourriiig  in 
fafi  ttdvmc^  guard.  Brery  morning  the  enemy 
kadi  disappeared  before  it;  buttiiis  experience  led 
<i»«oialtGitition'whateTevSn  the  amrdi :  the  troops, 
theMlbv^^.set out. late,  all  kee^ng  the  high-road, 
mai  fbmfaig  a.aingle  cohimn,  and  in  this  manner 
th^adnmedi  in  ike  rmd  till  about*  noon. 
'hiffiTbe  enemy's  rtor^^nd)  'ready  to  fi|fht,  was 
f|M^<dis0dreifed«  behind  some  marshy  ravhie,  the 
bridges  of  which  had  been  broken  down,  and  which 
mm^^tmkani^iitlu^xA'^  opposite  bank;-  The  Ught 
Mobft'lmre  mstantly  brought*  into  aetion,  then  the 
Antrwigiarieiits?o6  eavaltyithirt  weM  at'baAd,  and 
tiitetfie^wdnery^  vbol  in. general  out  of  reaeh,  or 
mgaSlkt  sSragglkig  <es0tec&»,  who  were  riot  worth 
dsB  trMsUe^oi  At'fength)  after  vain  snd  sanguinary 
attsmpli  made  ih  fiMrt)' the  king  took  it  into  his 
lidid>t<rrtconiiditw  tb^^lbroe  and  posilnon  o#the 
Assnny.^nMre  aeeuMtely,  and  to  manoeuvre^  and 
he^serftifiDt  thednAqitry* 

V  KfTfaenriafterihaviQg'  tong  WMted  in  this  endless 
edfannn,^ith€iira^iieiwi»  cMssed  lAi  die  left  or  on 
Hib  ri^htiaf4}ie  Aussiansy  who^retired  und^r  a  fire 
afitiktilp  toiallfaitdaite  '4t'  new- position;  where  the 
i^irontanMis,  sndHtiie'same  modeof  march  and 

u« 
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attack,  exposed  us  to  the  samerloatmraiid^tlbM 
delays.  .  •     r.-  :    j 

'^  In  thit  manner  like  king  w^nt  <m  ftotn^poriittoii* 
to  position,  till  lie  came  to  one  irindi  wtt  rttmgti^ 
or  better  defended*  ItwastmaHjiboiit  ftra  in 
the  evening,  sometimes  later,  ravely  enlier ;  hot  'iii 
this  case  th^  tenacity' of  the -Ruifeians,'attdiiiehdurt 
plainly  indicated  that  theii^  whole  army  iTas  iiM^ 
and  determined  to  pass  the  night  on  tibe'^iofc 

^  For  it  could  not  be  denied  that  tktt  retctet^of 
the  Russians  was  conducted  with  adniimble  eider; 
The  ground  aloaie  difitated  it.  t6  Aam,  alwl'  not 
Murst.  Their  posilioni  were  so  wdii  chosni'  takMi 
so  seasonably,  iiad  each  defended  so  ttaetly  te'pi^ 
portion  to  their  strength,  tmd  the  time  whieb  ^iiteir 
general  wished  to  gidn,  that  in  thitk  ttieiir  mofe^ 
ments  seemed  to  belonj^  to  a  plahwMoh  hadr^Msti 
long  determined  oti,  carefhUy^trafectf^  and  imbetttdl 
with  scrupulous  exactness^  *     -  •  •  •  -^^  * 

^  They  never  abandoned  a  pdit^^  tilerinMMQt 
before  they  Werd  likely  to  be  ^rmtti^ibttiAi'^  ><^^^ 

''In  the  eveniiig^  tfaty  eeteMiriied  ikeamt^ 
early  in  a  good  position,  leaving  Attder  aMnf -aM 
more  troops  than  were  absdhitely  ndeessalry  t^Hke^ 
fend  it.  While  the  remaiilder'Mifisd:a»l-r«b^ 
tfaemsdves/'  •  •  '^'-  *   •  '>i>ou 

Davoust  added  that,  ^so  fet^7fe^Mn'p»QStQi|f^ki^ 
thiii  examfle^  the  kSng  paid  na  ngtod'MAwitttJ^ltt 
hour,  the  strtegth  of  the  sitcratitin^  jOr  th^' MefaM^ 
ance;  that  he  dashed  on  radoit^  his  ^^tilMiittAiiit^ 
dandng  about  In  front  art  the  ^enem^  V  line,  ^DMfiftj^ 
it  in  eVery  part ;  pittting'himself  in  a'paidJNiB^  C«^^ii^ 
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U0i.0rdtTs,wMb  Joiid  «hQuto>  ond  making  hifiMelf 
hoftife  witb  repeatioig  them;  exhaiutbg  every 
tbiiigir  caclpik^^Mf,  aoiviimitiqn-weggOQS,  nea 
Mdf^Qif^  te<mliiEita«ts  w^  wn<0mb^tmU^  md 
k«e^4g  oU  jti^  tm^  under  aroM  till  mght  hod 
Mtiim 

K  TiJMnj  wdM^  it  ires  found  neeimajry  to  desii^ 
a«d.to  ti4^;«i>  f^ir, qjaarterf  wjiere  tliey  were ;  but 
they  no  longer  knew  where  Jto  .find  necejasarieB.  It 
WA»  mally  ^ftifiil  to  beer  the  Mldiers  wandering  in 
ttkfUiark^gwping  ahoilt,  as  itwere^  forforage^  water» 
W4pd>  6tr{^Rr»,Mid  promons^  jand  then  unajble  to 
fed  ilwAf^imowm  jagJMO» F<^aUing  out  to  one  an- 
e^tlMp^J^^ey  nhQul^ilwct  thewielTes^  during  the 
wbeJeDigbt .  S^wmij  had  thfy.  tin^  not  to  sleep« 
ViA>^  9qfip0fe^:theii:  lojod.  Oi^erwhehned  with  fa- 
tipip/>tbef  owBed  ihe  hardBhipe  diey  had  to  en^ 
iW0»JiU  t^lKhJt:  4nd  the  .enemy  came  to  rouse 

them  i^aku  

f.7&Unmtfr  net  ftha  adraiHsed  gnard  alone  that 
foffisred  i^  <^  jiviMier»  but  the  whole  x»f  the  cavalry. 
SefVPiierapiflgito^  left  behind  him  20,000 

w^fn^  .9«k:  hftysel»adk  .apdr  uiider  arms,  on  the  high- 
Kldit  '/I3m8>«1<i^  oplumn  had  remain^  all  day 
>BttMtft#elmg{<M^^diankJngy  amidst  a  cloud  of  dust^ 
voder  a  tmrning  sky ;  ignorant  of  what  w^  passing 
litffipeit^.e^vtfuiing.a  few  paces  from  one  quarter 
^lanihour  ftp  another)  then  hidtiog  to  deploy  among 
IMdoi  of  rye^  but^  without  daring  to  take  off  the 
Widleara&d  isO!  allow  their  fncushed  horses  to  feed, 
keMuae  the  k^  kept  ibfaem  incessantly  on  the  alert. 
It  was  to  adi^anco  live  or  six  leagues  Uiat  they  thus 
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pasted  $irteen  tedious  hottris — (Viti^ticttltfriy  atdnous 
for  the  cuirassier  horses,  which  had  more  to  cafr^ 
than  the  others,  though  weaker,  as  l^e  larg^i^' 
horses  in  general  are,  and  which  required  more 
food :  hence  their  great  carcases  weri  worn  dowii 
to  skeletons,  their  flanks  collapsed,  they  crawled 
rather  than  walked,  and  every  moment  one  Was 
seen  staggering,  and  another  falling,  under  his  tider, 
who  left  him  to  his  fate/* 

Davoust  concluded  with  saying,  that  ''in  this 
manner  the  whole  of  the  cavalry  would  perish; 
that^  besides,  Murat  might  dispose  of  it  as  he  pleased, 
but  as  for  the  infantry  of  the  first  corps,  so  long 
as  he  had  the  command  of  it,  he  would  not  suffer 
it  to  be  thrown  away  in  that  manner.^ 

The  king  did  not  fail  to  reply.  While  the  empetor 
was  listening  to  them,  he  was  at  the  same  time 
playing  with  a  Russian  bsdl,  wbidh  he  kicked  abotl% 
with  his  foot  It  seemed  as  if  there  was  somelMti^ 
in  the  misunderstanding  between  these  chiefs  which 
did  not  displease  him.  He  attributed  their  ani-^ 
mosity  entirely  to  their  ardour,  well  aware  that  of 
all  passions  glory  is  the  most  jealous. 

The  impatient  ardour  of 'Murat  gratified  his 
own.  As  the  troops  had  nothing  to  live  upon  but 
what  they  found,  every  thing  was  consumed  at  tbe 
qioment ;  for  this  reason  it  was  necessary  to  makcf 
short  work  with  the  enemy,  and  to  proceed  rapidly. 
Besides,  the  general' crisis  in  Europe  was  too  strong,' 
his  situation  too  critical  to  remain  there,  and  him- 
self  too  impatient ;  he  wished  to  bring  matters  t6  a' 
closip  at  ^ny  rate,  in  ordt^r  to  extricate  himself« 
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.  J)ffi  jbQQp^QSJitjf  of  tlie  Juqg,.  tbBrefore^  seemed  to 
8\4l(  ^^9  WJ^J  befctor  tlian  the  methodical  prudence 
c^  ih^  Prioce.pf  Ed^muhK    Acoordingly,  when  he 

dj^mi^sed  t\i^W>  ^9  ^^^  mldlj  to  Daroust,  that 
''one  peraop  cannot  possess  every  species  of  .merit; 
tiifit,  h^  knew,  better  how  to  fight  a  battle  than  to 
pi^h  a  rearrguard ;  and  that  if  Murat  had  pursued 
Bcigration  in  Lithuania,  he  would  probably  not 
have  allowed  him  to  escape/'  It  is  even  asserted 
t^ijs^  he  reproached  that  marshal  with  a  restless 
dUpositioDy  an  an^ciety  to  appropriate  to  hiaiself  all 
th^  cpmmaiids;  less,  indeed,  from  ambition .  than 
^^gfH^  ufiA  that  all  might  go  on  better ;  but  yet  this 
ceal  had  its  inconveniences.  He  then  sent  them 
away  with  an  injunction .  to  ^gree  bettejr  in  future. 
^ .  !jr,|^e  %^Q:  chiefs  returned  tQ  their  ogmmands,:  and 
tQ^ei^,  ^animosity ,  Ji^ ,  the  war  was.  confined  to  the 
If^^pi  t(k^,  col^iap^t  ^^y  disputed  it  with  one  an* 

•i'l'il  //  ^  .  «     i 

<..  :  .  i .   tit'        '  • 


i    CHAP.lIJi. 


Ov  the  2$th  of  August,  the  army  crossed  the  vast 
nmns  of  thejgov^rnment  of  Wiazma :  it  marcned  m 
aUJiastjef.'the  whole  together,. through,  fields,  and 
sevef  1^  regiipents  abrpast^  e^ch  forming  a  short> 
cU]^  Qolumjp.   Jhe^h^h-road.  w^3  left  for  the;  artil- 

Urjp  i^VflKKP^Sf  ;»P^ ^9^^.  carrying  the. sick  and 
woundedl.  The  emperor,  on  horseback,,^  as  seen  every 


(  im  ), 

deceiy^d  him  ox»ce  more  vnJxh  ^ lii9pd^«^lilM^f 
he  was  heard  calculating  on  tW  i|i^Ml%  J:)^.4^imt 
sands  Qf  caonoa-bajis  which  he  ^^14  KefUMle:49 
crush  the  hostile  arn^.     >    »     • 

Ni^oleon  ha4  aa%Qe4  itsplaee  to  the  heL$stffH 
hepjihlished  an  ardet  £wrhjuitHi)g  ^H^^^vdiea'i^ 
should  be  iseen  among  the  troi^,  not  eide|>tM§ 
carts  loaded  with  provisieiub  fer  they  might  havto 
embarrassed  the  m^^Qsetits  of  the  oolntaiiid,  sml 
compromised  their  safety  in  cn$  of  attadc-  Havlsg 
met  in  his  wwy.with  the  oiAri;iage  of  Q^Mml  Nm^ 
boane»  his  aid-de-eamp>  he  himsetf  eMsed  it  t^jte 
set  on  fire,  before  the  A^ee  of  the  geneitol  ntd.tfMl 
ine^ataneously,  wi^out  sufiferlag  it  to  be  ein|>tie4| 
m  order  which  was  only  severe  atthoi^h.  H< 
pev<ad  harsh,  because  he  hiKi8«)£  b^gan^t^ 
ifiT€^  its  expcutioii^  which,  howey^r^  w»  Wilbb 
lowed  up,  .     .       ...  .ainv7 

The  baggage  of  all  the  corps  wasj^4gl^«[|tfr 
sembled  in  the  rear  of  the  Mnqr ;  i^^§  yw^  f^m 
Porpgoboi^e,  a  long  train  of  ba(-hor:9^a,9B4k^k% 
harnessed  with  ropes ;  these  y^e^les  :werei^Aa4cll 
mth  booty,  provisions,  militMy.effe(:i^s,.«^^r<llB? 
pointed  to  talie  care  of  thefn ;  lastly^^i'^'^fA^^M 
and  the  arms,  of  both,  whichr  were  rus^tinft  ^  C^|»h 
In  this  column  were  seen  many: of  )kl)$»$  .jt^  ^ 
mounted  cuirassiers,  bestriding:  horses 'iif^  iMgS^ 
than  onr  asses,  because  they  coold  ii9t  jQ^^fi  on 
foot  for  want  of  practice  end  of  boots*  ,  Qu  thi%f«M^ 
fused  and  disorderly  tuultitode,  as  well  afi  oxil  most 
of  th*  inarattderij  on. on?  flanks>  the  cossaiflcs  might 


(  m  ) 

thttM^4ifet6  tUg^ASsed*  tite  amiy/  atid  retarded  itB 
wimAh'ihit-fhgttilttyBeirtneA  feaifiil  of  discouraging 
OI:^lM'^  but  Ins '«trettg1li  only  againBt  our  ad- 
Tanoed  guard,  and  tiiat  but  just  suffldently  to 
ahuikiA'witliout'  tftdpping  our  progress. 
:•  >>ttll»  ddtemriaatifatt  of  Barday^,  the  declining 
HiMglil  «f  fto'  dnkiy,  the  quarrels  between  its 
ddiifih'tlio'i^in^di  of  the  decisive  moment,  gave 
WMMtMBtt' to  Napoleon.  At  Dresden,  at  Witepsk^ 
IWMl'tffan  at  Smoiensk,  he  had  hoped  in  vain  for  a 
cniiDtiaioatlon  from  Alexander.  At  Bibky,  on  the 
•ith-  ai  August,  lie  appeared  to  solicit  one :  a  letter 
trttoiBftrthier  to  Barday,  in  no  other  respect  mtot- 
tl^iafKfibtke^  concluded  with  these  words:  '<  The 
appatov  ^JHmets  sie  io  request  you '  to  present  hia 
I— iftlmnnta-W  tbe  ^m^perbf  Alexander;  tdl  him 
ikitt  ^rnMant  Ae  vf  citeitad^  of  war,  nor  any  other 
curcmMtanoe,  can  diminish  the  friendship  which  he 

•a41ie«iHne4ay,tke  C8th  of  August,  theadvanced- 
0lU»tt4dfM»v#lMi^K  an  ftusshms  as  fkr  as  Wiajsma; 
riiAp4fa«y>l9iNtf 'from  ^  nardh,  the  heat  md  the 
4HM<(^^Mka%'WlBt-«f  water;  the  troops  disputed 
Hw^msiiiibu  <i)f  «  few  mtkddy  pools,  and  fought 
<M{tl4iM4^litfgi<,  "Which  were  soon  rendered  turbid 
sfttd  idfhiMstiid ;' the  emperor  himself  was  forced  ta 
fmpmp  ifMr  a  vnttddy  bevei^age.' 
Hc»Bat«l)Br  the  night;  the  enemy  destroyed  the 
hMgik^^^ht  the  Wiasmta,  plundered  that  town, 
iWi'MC  it  (m  fire.  Murat  ahd  Davoust  precipi- 
%m^  ttOMMMd  <o  «xih^gtmh  the  flames.    The 


(    2W    ) 

enemy  defended  hb  CQi^ag^EH^QO^.but^/WUvqyi 
wa8  fordable  near  the  ruins  of  tlie  bridges, rofi|apf^ 
oftbe  advanced-guard  then  attac]^edlJk^eiiiqen4i3iifii» 
and  the  other  the  fire,  which  they  speedily  si^d^^^i 

On  this,  occasion  some  chosen  men  were  sentrt^ 
the  advanced  guar^  wifeh  orders  to  wntdi .  tk^% 
enemy  closely  at  Wis^ma,  aid  asi^ertain  whetli^r 
they,  or  our  soldiers,  were  tbe  real  h^fendiariei^ 
Their  report,  entirely  dissipated  the  dauhts , which 
the  emperor  might  still  have  entertained  as  to 
the  fatal  resoliition  of  the  Russians*  Theyfoimd 
in  this  town  some  resources,  which  pillage  w^mld- 
soon*  have  wasted.  In  passing  through  the  city^ 
the  emperor  observed  this  disorder:  he  was  ^s[r 
ceedingly  incensed,  rode  into  the  midst.  <ii  ^ 
groups  of  soldiers,  caused  a  suttler  to .  he  aebipd, 
and  ordered  him  to  he  instantly  triad  and- phot»{ 
But  the  meaning  of  the  phrase  from  his  li^  ..WM 
well  known;  it  was  known  ahio  tbat.thsi  mw«!^^ 
hement  his  paroxysms  of  aniger,  the  .soOAer  %\k9$\ 
were  followed  by  indulgence.  A  monieol^ .  9%ff- 
wards,  they,  therefore,  merely  placed  in  .hisi  wey^ 
the  unfortunate  man  on  his  knees^  with  a  inwiW 
and:  several  children  beside  him»  whomi  theft  pwsilAi 
off  for  his  fa,mily«  The  emperoi;,  wh^  hadia}r«||l)r. 
cooledr^wiuired  what  they  wanl^,  and 'Ca^Md  tib»t 
n^an  to  he  set  at  liberty. >  i        '   ..   >-7. 

He  was  still  on  horseback^  when»  he  saw  Bel)iM4« 
for  fifteen  years  the  Gompai^ion  in  W4r  oiMiK^t, 
and  then  the  chief  of  his  staffs  comiiP^  towarda^himii' 
jpielliard  first  relieved  his  apprehensions,  andvtb^ii' 
added,  that  ''Beyond  the  Wiazma,  behin4ia;^*vuifl4* 


(  m  ) 

m  ftti' AdvftDtagdcmB  po^on;  the  etiemy  had  shewn 
Mtei^  in  force  and  ready  for  battle;  that  the 
t^^Hry  on'  both  sides  itntnediately  engaged,  and  as 
tke'ittCiittry  became  necessary,  the  king  in  person 
^t'  Mmscftf  at  the  head  of  otie  of  DaVoustfs  divi- 
iiatB,  and  drew  it  oiit'  to  lead  it  aglAist  the  enemy ; 
but  that  the  marshal  hastened  'up;  calling  to*  his 
ifien'tb  halt,  loudly  censuring  that  manoeuvre, 
hnMj  reproaehing  the  king  for  it,  and  forbidding 
k&  generaiff  to  obey  him ;  that  Murat  then  appealed 
to  Mb  dignity,  to  his  military  rank,  to  the  exigency 
0^  the' occasion,  but  in  vaiin;  that,  finally,  be' had 
sent  to  declare  to  Ike  eobperor  his  disgust  fbr  tt 
oammand  so  contested,  and  to  tell  him  that  he 
riMst  "choose  betWeeu  him  and  Davottst." 

•  This  intelligence  ihrew  Nfapoleon  into  a  passion : 
h^'Mclaimcfd;  that  '^  Davoust  was  unmindful  of  al! 
MilKHrdiiiatron ;  that '-  he  forgot  the  respect  die  to 
UM^lMther4n-lafw;  to  him  whom  he  had  appointed 
faiir'^atM^Yitf*  and  he  sent  Berthier  with  orders 
^Mti' CoMpMtes^s  division,  the  same  which  had  been 
tte' subjeM -of  the  altercation,  should  be' thence^ 
fikHrWfl  fmdw  the  command  of  the  king.  Davoust 
iUrmM  de^snd^t&e  mahner,  but  merely  tiiie  motive 
ef^ftbvact;  €Jither  from  prejudice  against  the  habi- 
iMttl  'tMierity  of  the  king,  froiai  spleen,  or  that  he 
was  a  better  judge  of  the  ground,  and  the  man- 
oMMre  adapted  tO'H,  which  is  very  possible. 

>  4tleimwhiie'th6  combat  had  finished,  and  Murat, , 
«AlMe  -  attlintiMi  was  no  longer  diverted  by  the 
eiMstiiy,  WES  wholly' occupied  with  the  thoughts  of 
Itfir  quarrel.    SHufc  up*  with  Belliard,  and  hiding 
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huofolf  inanamMr  in  Imteut^  m Jbi» namm^  n^ 
ealled  the  expreMons  wS  the  marshal^  km  limAh^ 
eame  more  and  more  inflanad  with  sfaatte-andiiiidgaL 
^  He  had  bcfon  set  at  defiaooa^  piiUidy  iassUfed^ 
and  Dayoutt  0till  Uved  1  What  did  he  cam  far  Jin 
aagw  of  the  emperor^  and  far  iilf  deouioii  Mt  «m 
for  him  te  revenge  hia  own  nrroag !  What  aigmfad 
hk  sank  i  it  was  his  awaed  ahme  that. hed' Mail 
him«a  king^  and  dt  wag  to  that  flloDe'he^holdd«f^ 
peaIr  r  He  'iras  ftbeady  aaatchingnl^  Uaanna  taige 
aad. attack  Davaustp  when  Bri]iard.ftop|Md^faiab 
1^  turging  ewtaig'  cirounstwoes^  the  ftimajilii:  iM 
efi^ght  <ta  aet  to  thearmy»  the  ^lemy  to  \e  puismedi 
and  that  it  aroald  ha  viong  to  dif^rena.  hb  firieidi 
and  delight  the  foe  by  so  desperate  a  prooeedJa^tj 

The  genccal  aaya^  that  he  then  saw  ilimMng 
(swati  Us  a'omH'  and  stmo'  to  snimUaw'  dit^  §&mpii 
hut. that  teaks  of  spite  foH^  doffrli  his;  ehe^nnA 
fan  ilpaii  his  eMiea.  Whilst  he  ivaathiisitbBiMMf 
ing  himself  Davoost,  ohsthiatal]^  pmtistai^iiAiltii 
opiaisiii  said  that:  the  aaapenar  .iras  miiiaftrfiaadi 
and  remained  quietly  in  his  headrqtiaKtani.,Hr|QtNr^ri 

Napoleon  wtamed  to  W]toaa>  whknrt  imjiiw 
aUigedto stopto  aaeertaai the  al^aatageathortdifc 
might  derire  from  his  new  coaquesiir  -IhaiiBccQriaila 
wiiieb  he  receif?ed  htm  the  'iatarior^icif  Aawa^^ah^ 
presented  lihe'  bestiie  gtMrertmsBt  as  apj^rapaiatii^ 
to  itself  onr  sttseesass,  and  iaaiihsatiag  dbdidhtf 
that  the  loss  of  so  many  p#o9(inoae  M^aa:  tha  mSbMl 
of  a  general  plan  of  r^tsaatif  ado{ktedibafoMbsHi& 
PapeM  seiJied  ht  WittMsa  stated- Aat*  7^  iMl»iMd 
heen  sung  at'  Petenlm^gh  for ' pretended •wetoiiaa 


(  ««  ) 

a^t  19tttB|igk  w^amokmlks    ''  WiMk r  ke  excliilmdk 
BK^atotrnfehmeiity  ^  2k  Detml   Dmse  they  tiien  Ua 

i':9<V'(Uier  Mrti^  iQOit  lof. the.' intercepted  Buasian 
Myn  apMMeA'ihe  atihe  jatanialiaicafc  ^.  Wlale 
M»  tiUagw^ore  bknng,!'  nidlttiMjr^  ^  wb  hemn  i»« 
ttngi'.lttM'  Imt!^  .ffingiDgi  of  helfoi  i^mm  of 
rihalMgipnugy  andxttiittipphmt  »pQigte>  Itseonsatf 
if  ttlMPf  would  maln.iift  tksiJt  Godi£aK  tiiatiatarieif 
oftdkfe  AnMclii  'Sims  tfaaw  urLyisg  in  the  air,  l;aii0 
Ott'^teMiw  lying  hfe^wwdraad  immrtitang^  lyuig  to 
ifeff¥ai  and  ettth,ljriiigm  every.  tU^g^  Onr^eei 
iheti'tteftt  Rntsk  like  a  childy  bvt  there  k  no  maaU 
jfegftoo  of  cfednlity  «m  beiievag  ub  to  be  so^  eve* 

*j'tVtery:|ust  raj9eotiott»r  i£  meaaf iso  gnMi.hadrbeen 
ettj^yed  to '  daoeive  those  who  veve  oflpahle  0f 
MJtittg^  ttbch  letter;  At .  aiqr  viite^  IhM^  ihtes^ 
plrillit»ltfafelliMd)s  tteg^^f  all^  to#  jyb^*M 

fdiuo^tliffrwlmit  Cfinriedte  aaeh  eaetsa^they&'wete 
A'MlkAfMtlior  o»tfaecgo^[eraovisi  or  A^  gorarnedy  and^ 
perhaps,  .mp  bulb/ '-         t.  i    '  .    i ./. 

>x:i>iiiiln9';lMirtipa)ihe(  AdMd^^  pmdifid^the 

ttbitaiitia  ->intfey  t<g  *fl(|iate»»ehanyi^Bia<  |By,4HiB(i 
ilitk»  >7lfaMi^— i«ft  ipsobaage  irhkhf  wm?  .aitacet 
*flbiayviito  iheidnadvanta^otofi. th^  Frenc^ls^  the 
jPttdaoan^ag  MumtOt ^tplny^oril^ly io»ga]pM«fi^ 

sarfttarbiirhich  w«  nmde  vMi^itl^  tfrwai  ^olenak 
AavHftitaiiaM:hadi.i\eg]Mt«di^o  Jnwn*  tlte  Tlill^glM 
Mal^^bi  mansAiiafi*;  ^ibv  ijAegr  4t*e.  o£  »a.  <4w:a«jMr 
«lucii.aiitM^iaMibft»r^iqbM^  pr^J^flbly^^Vh^ 

pcared  to  them  to  be  a  useless  one.     They  were 
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ivith  the  more  sigoal  MnAagrttklitt  tff  tli«if 
cities.  '  ' 

This  defect,  if  that  neg^Ugesoe  proceeded '^om 
iti  turned^  as  it  frequently  the  ease  with  all  ^lik&t 
dafec ts»  to  the  ad  vanti^  of  their  eneaiies.  In  \  liMse 
villages^  the  Fjretich  army  feoiid  fiwage,  >  tm^ 
ovens  for  baking,  aadiihelter.  Others  obserrediott 
this .  point,,  that  all  .these  devastatioaa  were  al* 
lotted  to  oossadra,  to  barbactans ;  andt  that  these 
hordes,  either  from  hatred  .or  oofntenqpt -of  csviHik*- 
tion,  seetaed  to  take  a  aayago  and  particular  ^ea* 
sure  in  the  destraetion  of  the  towns.  '    '  ^ 

;  .  ,  M.  ;i 

I 


CHAP.  IV.  . 

:  Oir  the  1st  of  Sep«otaib^,  abodt  noen;  tht^re  w^ 
only ia  cepse  of  fir-trees  betifreett  Mtirat  and'  Gjtoti: 
The  Appearanee  of  eossacks  obliged*  him  to  die^ 
ploy  his  first  regiments,  bat*  In' his  iitapatieiice' life 
soon  sent  for  some  horse,  and  '  having  hihisdHf 
driven  the  Russians  from  the  wood  which  fhey  '66^ 
eopied,  he  crossed  it  and  ftmnd  himself  at  the'^les 
of  Gjatz.  This  sight  animated  i^e  French, '  dHA 
they  instantly  made  themselves  masters  of  the  town 
as  far. aft  the  tiver  which  parts  ft  into  tfwo,  iknd  the 
bridges  of  which  had  been  already  set  on  fire.  '*'' 
There,  as  at  Smolensk  atid  Wiassma,  whether  %jf 
ehanice,  or  from  the  reHc  of  a  Tartar  custom,  the*btf- 
zaar  was  on  the  Asiatic  side  on  the  liank  oppomte 
to  QS.  TheRuBsian  rear*guard,  secared  by  the  river. 
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ha^^tiiiK^tilMareCtte/to  bum  that  whole  qudrCer.  Nd« 
thing  but  the  promptitude  of  Murat  saved  the  rest. 
, .  IShe.  firoopt  eresaed  the  G)st£^  as  the]f  eould^  on 
plaiLs^  in  a  £yir  boats^  and  by  fordttig*  TheRufiBianB 
dkntppeared  bdii&d<  the  flames,  wMtbttt  our  fore-> 
iMst  r^flemenr  fdUowed  thon^-^when^  they  saw  im  in* 
babifamtcomelotth,.  approaeh  them,  and  cry  out 
ik»t  ibe  war  a  Frenchmaiu  His  ijoy  and-  hxB  ticeent 
eoi^nnedb  bis .  assertbn*  They  condocted  \ma  to 
DaV^oat,  who  intemgated  him* 

Aceofdittg  t^  Ibe  accomit  of  ibis  man,  there  .had 
been  a  great  .change  in.  the  Bussbn  af my^  A  vi(H 
lent  clamour  had  been  raised  from  its  ranks  against 
Barclay.  It  had  been  re^ech^ed  by  the  nobility,  by 
the  merchants,  by  all  Moscow*  ^*  That  general,  that 
miniater,  was  a  traitor ;  he  c^wed  all  their  divisions 
to  be  destroyed  piece-meal;  he  dishonoured  the 
aopy  by  an.eQdle^^rfligbt;  y^t,  at  the  same  time, 
t|ifg(  ;i)rere  lajbQopng  u^dec  the  disgrace  .of.  an  iiir* 
TMUon,  and  their  towns  were  in  flames^.  If  it  was 
9pce«W9^.  to  d;et^Timine(  upon  this  ri^n^  they  migb4| 
f|l  w^U  sacrifice  themselvea  at  once;  then,  tbcfo 
WAul4  -be  at  lea^t  ^ome  hopour,  whereas^  to  aufier 
tbfm^r^a  to  be  aacrifieed  by  a  sti:anger,  was 
loa^ng  evi^  thingi  the  honour  of  the. sacrifice ixot 
ej^P^ted*. 

,^  Bpjt  whiy  eipploy  this  stranger  ?  Was  not  the 
contenqpar^ijY  the  comrade,  the  rival  of  Suwarrow 
yj^  living?  A  Russian  was  wanted  to  save  Russia!" 
Aiid  they  all  called  forj  4JI  were  anxioios  for  Kui* 
tt4<if  and  a  battle.  ,,The  Frenchman  added,  that 
Alexander  had.  yielded ;  that  the  insubordination 
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of  BagiiHtour  Mi  Ute  miJlfciiil :  Mmy^  %ii  W 
Uimd  frdtt  Ulii^^ttfi  grtinltil  irt  it  <Milll#;*»Mtf 
tbirt,  nmrwirdr,  itftMr"  dirMtfi%  the  kmidiigr  tfiis^^ 

FiiflUy,  lie  nklM,  tiM  f lie  »«ital  «f  K^tMii 
«  tko«Oth  ol  Avgust^  St  Tgawwo  'fliiiiiliCTiL?  W 
tWMn  ¥iazina  Eod-Gjats^  aoi  tiw  aimlMhieeDMN 
ci  a  speedy  iMttle^  kad  tatoxieatod  Ae  eneoif^  ^Mf 
two-fold  joy;  tkat  all  liad  ianaadftitedy'  linveMt 
liwaida  B(MradinO|«-4iol  te  eioMfto«e  Hi^*  il^t, 
hud^to  ftxtheaualvwcutysfiroatitraf  the  gtovettM 
HMir  of  Moacow,  to  foot  themM^retf  to  th^  #tti](^ 
d«fe«fd  k ;  in  didrt^  toeonqtfer  ilpere  ot  die;*    ^^ 

Aa  ineident,  othevifiie  not  worthy  -  of- Mtllil 
Mstned'  to  eottftrm  this  intelfigeiiee;  iUir  ^^Att^tlt^ 
arii?ai  of  a  RuBsiatt  officer  wMi  tf  flh^  ^irwe^  lit 
bad  «o  ^Me^  to  flay,  thalf  W^wm  evMuM^ll^uliMP 
fiftt  thftt  hfe  eailie  Milf  td  ohMkMs.^'  HIIiUMM 
a#f  was  parti^arly  il^a^  te  PitWW^  ^VMP 
MMl  In  it  seia^hinl^  Aioftf  th&i^  eSdliiriiW§*-<s4i 
FMMh  g^ndral^  ba^^n^  iiMcMMiderift^^^llifea^^ 
stranger  what  we  should  find  betweefluWMHMk'Vlli^ 
Mefieow,  th^  Rii^siaii  proudly  teflietf^'  ^#MlBttL^ 
T¥ab^  answer  bespoke  a  bMMft^'^il  |misd#'tlW 
Freneh,  who  are  fond  of  a  smari  feparte^,%#lNlP^ 
light* to  meet  ykA  enemies  woitkf  btVKkaAOKf^^ 

This  officer  wa#  eonduefed'hac^  "Mffibtff  fM^atf' 
tiOii,  sis  he  bad  been  bi'oaght;  He  s6w  tfkrfP^rtM 
was  n^AbsM^to  pMterA  aeeeslr  H&tim  fHflUI^ 
quarters ;  he  traversed  our  advanced  poiis^%fthAM^ 
HieefftlgitfAi  asingfe  ridette ;  ev^  ^bere'Ab  Ailae 
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mfKjair^^fiif  fmmjft&Wf.m^  the  Ummtj  ao 
UrtindL  t9,  Fgemk/tim  «94  to.e«QffMfMS*  EToryt 
SF^Vi» jwhwip;  m  wirtcbwond^  no  paiMfefr.;  our; 
ytfttW  MCtMMl.  t«  desfMNi  titoese  d«jliili»^  as  too 
trivial.  Wherefore  4ft  mMf  ^mtmtmn  I  Tbe^  at*. 
Iwtfjl.i  thry,-wee» iMtoj^eae :  it  iMn  fiar  lAm Rua- 
«>p>  ,ta  daffiidl  tlMmselyes  1  This  dffic«r  hm  amw 
HUUtbathe  .was  ttti^ed  to  take  advantago  that 
mot  aifht  of  oaf  ioB^radoAce^  but  that  he  ddA  aofc 
ipA  aiiyJUMiaQ  aorp0  within  ,his  reach* 
-  TtnewBiy^iD  Im  haste  to  hum  thebritlgtaowr 
th«'  Gif^, had  k^t  bebml  aoaie.of  his  oMsaebi  $; 
the; ;w^M;  ee^diieled  to  the  eroper^,  who  was  a|K 
proachii^  oa  horseback.  Nap<^een  idahed  to  ^^iimk 
tifp  Itwii  hyaself.}  he  seat  ior  hi^  interpreter^  and 
e|HMMl.twi»:of  these  Se;tl9aBi!»  whqie  strange,  direift 
9||  i^A94h  iMT^  lOMtrkaH^  to  he  placed  byhia 
<i)i^<ti Wtliw Wtiinwihe  altered.  Gjatz»  an^  pe8ied< 
^tannofell^^**  t^Arn* .  l]hA-<lw^^fe  of  these,  barber 
IMV  iWff»pfln4fd.iiilfc  tha  account  of  the  Freeeht 
f|M;.^9llMwii«  ^  »ght  of  the  1st  oC  Avgnatp 
^jhp  ijy iti  ^fom  the  advaneed  posts  conHqned' 

vJjNilJiMhqrindf  migly  against  alU  supportedr 
tillitlp.yiRgr  l«at.  moment  that  pUn  of  retreati 
i"IWhin  1907 1^  1^  vaunted  to  one  of  onr  gene*** 
faiHlfftha^odiy*^iVtdientfor  awning  Among 

^J^wee  comBaended  isr  having  persisted  in  this 
deimekf  systeniy  in  spite  of  Ae  clamours 
oC#|pr^.n^t¥»icritated  by  auslertttne»  and  be-. 
Iipa  ao^ggeessiire  an  enemy. 

SE«  hid^no  doubt,  fisUied  in  suffering,  hinuelf 

VOL.  I.  X 


(      306    ) 

to  be  surprised  at  Wilna^  and  for  not  cdnsidering 
the  marshy  course  of  the  Berezina  as  the  proper 
frontier  of  Lithuania;  but  it 'was  remarked  that, 
,  subsequently,  at  Witepsk  and  Smolensk,  he  had 
forestalled  Napoleon  ;  -  that  on  the'  Lout^hiecu;  on- 
the  Dnieper,  and  nt  Valoutina,  \Ai -rtAtttAte  hM, 
been  proportionate  to  thne  and  plaee ;  thut  (this 
petty  watfisre,  and  the  losses  oedasion^d  by  it,  bad 
been  biittbo  much  in  his  faTonr ;  every  teiMgtttdUd 
step  of  his  drawing  us  to  a  greater  distance  fi^oiii 
OUT  reinforcements,  and  bringing  him  neiitel^  to 
his  own  :  •  in  short,  all  that  he  had  d<mty  h^  iMd 
done  judiciously,  whether  he  bad  haaardM^''dl3* 
fftnddd,  or  abandoned. 

And  yet  he  had  drawn  iiponr  himself  g6n*)Mil'lUll^ 
madversionf  But  this  was,  in  our  opinion, '  his  Mgh- 
«st  panegy i^ic.  We  thioigiit  the  'better  '^tiitti '  Av 
despising  public  opimon,'when'  it  had'  gonef  Mti^iiy ; 
for  having  contented  himself  with'  ^tat^kii^^Mtr 
motions  in  order  to  profit  by  them,  and  for  hittHiy 
proved  that,  most'  firequtehtly,  Batidns  'itlt^^>fMfA  in 
spite  of  themselves.  «=  viuun 

Barclay  showed  himself  still  greater  dvtringf'file 
rest  of  the  campaign.  This  comm&nd«rixi  bhiiintfd 
minister  at  war,  who  had  beendeprived'of  fte4t4)ijk«- 
mand  that  it  might  be.  given  tb  KirtusdQ  VolttdtM^ 
served'  under  htm,  and  was  sMnto^db^yirite^^ 
same  zeal  as  lie  had  eomniandtel*  '>    <-'>  ^ 

U  7 
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Tm  Htts^iau  «my  i^t  length  stopped.  Milora* 
idowHcbt  mtht  si^teea  thousand  recruits,  md  a  host 
i^f  pfps^ntft  having,  the  cross  aad  ^h^utiog^  '''Tis 
4lui  'mUf^Godr'  hwtan/^d  to  join  its  rauksu  We 
wer«  informed  that  the.  ^iisiny  were  turning  up  the 
whQle  i^Mn  of  BorodjiuOx  apd  covering  it  with  en- 
tre]^hInents^  apparently  with  the  determination  of 
.rM>tii|g  tibem^elYjoa  there^  and  not  falling  hack,  any 

■ 

Napoleon  announced  a  hattle  to  his  army ;  he 
ftUPW^  it  two  days  to  rest,  to  prepare  its  arms, 
tad  to  i^Uact  subsistence.  He  merely  warned  the 
d^t|u4m^t4  s^pt.  9pt  m  quest  ffi  provisions^  thstt 
'*  if  they  did  not  return  the.  following  day,  they 
.|P9i]j^j4«pnye  theniselYef  of  the  hquour  of  fight- 

•i  iTjbftk^p^iCQr  theoi  eudeavoured  to  ohtaiu  spme 
information  concerning  his  new  adversary.  Kutusof 
.Mii3f^#Mri|^  tp.  hiia  as  an  old  man,  the  ground^ 
m0i^M^\¥^  r^pptationhad  beeu  for;nerIy  laid 
Jbgri^'MBg^lar  Wi>ttDd», t{e hadsipce  skilfully  profited 
ll^inrfqHiMtWMM* .  The  very  defeat  of  Aosterlitz, 
fHiiolt^e  JhMt  jEpr^s^en,  ^dd^d  to  hv  i^own,  which 
was  further  increased  by  bis  la|te  campaigns  agfiinst 
the  Turks.  His  valour  was  incontestable,  but  he 
was  charged  with  regulating  its  vehemence  ac- 
cording to  his  private  interest ;  for  he  calculated 
Birery  thing.     His  genius  was  slow,  vindictive,  and 

x2 
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above  all,  crafty — ^the  true  Tartar  ckaracterl*^ 
knowing  the  art  of  preparing  an  implaeabia  war 
with  a  fawning,  supple,  and  patient  pdicy. 

In  other  respects,  he  was  a  more  adroit  courtier 
than  able  general :  but  formidable  by  his  renown,  by 
his  address  in  augmenting  it,  and  in  making  otbers 
concur  in  this  ol^ect.  He  had  contrived  to  flatter 
the  whole  nation,  and  every  individual  of  it,  from 
the  general  to  the  private  soldier. 

It  was  added,  that  there  was  in  liis  person^  in  ^ 
language,  nay  even  in  his  very  dress,  his  siipersti<^ 
tious  practices  and  his  age,  a  remnant  of  Suwarrow, 
—the  stamp  of  an  ancient  Muscovite,  an  air  of  na- 
tionality, which  rendered  him  dear  to  the  Ruasians : 
at  Moscow  the  joy  at  his  appointment  had  bten 
carried  to  intoxication ;  people  embraced  one 
another  in  the  streets,  and  considered  themselYea 
as  saved. 

When  Napoleon  had  learned  these  particulaaors, 
and  given^  his  orders,  he  awaited  the  event  wi A 
that  tranquillity  of  mind  peculiar  to  extraoiflinarj 
men.  He  quietly  employed  himself  in  explorinig 
the  environs  of  his  head-quarters.  He  remarlbed 
the  progress  of  agriculture ;  but  at  the  sig^  af 
the  Gjatz,  which  pours  its  waters  into  th^.  Wo^a^ 
he  who  had  conquered  so  many-  rivers^  felt  anefiK 
the  first  emotions  of  his  glory :  he  was  heiurd  to 
boast  of  being  the  master  of  those  waves  destined 
to  visit  Asia,—- 'As  if  they  were  going  to  announce  his 
approadi,  and  to  open  for  him  the  way  to  tliat 
quarter  of  the  globe. 
'    On  the  ^h  of  Septembeiri  tke  army,  iMMl 
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into  three  €olamns»  set  out  from  Gjatz  and  its  en- 
nrons;  Murat  had  gone  on  a  few  leagues  hefore. 
Ever  since  the  arrival  of  Kutusof,  troops  of  cos- 
saclcs  had  been  incessantly  hovering  about  the 
heads  of  our  columns.  Murat  was  exasperated  at 
seeing  his  cavalry  forced  to  deploy  against  «o  feeble 
an  obstacle.  We  are  assured  that  on  that  day>  from 
one  of  those  first  impulses  worthy  of  the  ages  of 
chivalry,  he  dashed  suddenly  and  alone  towards 
their  line,  stopped  short  a  few  paces  from  them, 
and  there,  sword  in  hand,  made  a  sign  for  them  to 
retire,  with  an  air  and  gesture  so  commanding, 
that  these  barbarians  obeyed  and  fell  back  in 
amaaement. 

This  circumstance,  which  was  related  to  us  im- 
mediately, was  received  without  incredulity.  The 
martial  air  of  that  monarch,  the  brilliancy  <^  his 
chivalrous  dress,  his  reputation,  and  the  novelty  of 
Hftdi  an  action,  caused  this  momentary  ascendancy 
to  iqppear  true,  in  spite  of  its  improbability  ;  for  such 
was  Musat,  a  theatrical  monarch  by  the  splendor 
4)f  his  dress,  and  truly  a  king  by  his  extraordinary 
vaknv  and  his  inexhaustible  activity ;  bold  as  the 
attack,  and  always  armed  with  that  air  of  super 
iMfity,  that  threatening  audacity  which  is  the  most 
.dangerous  of  offensive  weapons. 

He  had  not  marched  long,  however,  before  he 
Iras  forced  to  halt.  At  Griednewa,  between  Gjatz 
and  Borodino,  the  high-road  suddenly  descends  into 
a  deep  ravine*  whence  it  again  rises  as  suddenly  to 
a  spacious  height,  which  Kutusof  had  ordered 
Konowuitsin   to  defend.     That    general  at  first 
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made  a  vigorous  resistance  Qjj^ainst  tbe  foremost 
troops  of  Murat ;  but  as  the  army  closely  followed 
the  latter,  every  moment  gave  increased  energy  t^ 
the  attack^  and  diminished  that  of  the  defence; 
presently  the  advanced  guard  of  the  viceroy  en* 
gaged  on  the  right  of  the  Russians,  where  a  charge 
by  the  Italian  chasseurs  was  withstood  for  a  moment 
by  the  cossacks^  which  excited  astonishment ;  they 
became  intermixed* 

Platof  himself  admitted  that  in  this  affair  an 
c^Scer  was  wounded  near  him,  at  which  he  was  by 
no  means  surprised;  but  that  he  nevertheless 
caused  the  sorcerer  who  accompanied  him  to  be 
flogged  before  all  his  cossacks,  loudly  charging  him 
with  lattness  for  neglecting  to  turn  aside  the  balls 
by  his  •  conjurations,  as  he  had  been  expressly  di- 
rected to  do* 

Konownit^n,  vanquished,  retiredl;  on  the  £tk 
his  bloody  track  was  followed  t<i  the  vast  convent 
of  Kolotskoi, — fortified  as  habitations  were  of  old 
in  those  too  highly  vaunted  Godiic  ages,  when  civ9 
wars  were  so  frequent ;  when  every  place,  not  ex- 
cepting even  these  sacred  abodes  of  peace,  was  traxi»- 
formed  into  a  military  post. 

Konownitzin,  threatened  on  the  right  and  left, 
made  no  other  stand  either  at  Kolotskoi  or  at  Golo^ 
wino;  but  wlien  the  advanced  guard  debouched  from 
tha;t  vilkge,  it  beheld  the  whole  plain  and  the  wooda 
infested  with  cossocks,  the  rye  crops  spoiled,  the 
Villages  «K>ked ;  in  short,  a  general  destruction*  By 
these  sigos  it  recognized  the  field  of  battle»  which 
Kutusof  was  preparing  for  the  grand  army*    Be- 
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these  clouds  of  Scythians  were  perceired  three 
vitfiges ;  they^  presented  a  line  of  a  league.  The 
Intervals  between  them/  intersected  by  ravines  and 
Wodd,  were  covered  with  the  enemy's  riflemen.  In 
the  first  moment  of  ardour,  some  Freneh  horse  ven- 
tured into  the  midst  of  these  Russiatis^  and  were 
cut  offi 

Napoleon  then  appeared  on  a  height^  from  which 
he  surveyed  the  whole  country,  with  that  eye  of  a 
conqueror  which  sees  eyery  thing  at  once  and 
without  confusion ;  which  penetrates  through  ob* 
'^tacles,  sets  aside  accessaries,  discovers  the  capital 
point,  and  fixes  it  with  the  look  of  an  eagle,  like 
prey  on  which  he  is  about  to  dart  with  all  his  might 
and  all  his  impetuosity. 

He  knew  that,  a  league  before  him,  at  Borodino, 
iheKologha,  a  liver  running  in  ^  ravine,  along  the 

;]Darein  of  which  he  proceeded  a  few  versts/ turned 
abruptly  to  the  left  and  discharged  itself  into  the 

.  Moikwa.     He  guessed  that  a  chain  of  consider- 

\  able  l\eights  alone  could  hare  opposed  its  course, 
and  Bb  suddenly  changed   its  direction.     These 

'  were,  no'  doubtj  occupied  by  Hie  enemy's  army,  and 
oil'  tftis  Ade  it  could  not  be  easily  attacked.  But 
|fa^ ,  Kologha,  both  banks  of  which  he  followed, 

'  'vrtxile  It  covered  the  right  of  the  position,  left  their 

'  l^ft. Exposed. 

The  maps  of  the  country  were  insufficient ;  at 

luiy  rate,  as  the  ground  necessarily  sloped  towards 

.|be  principal  stream,  which  was  the  most  consider- 

"able  merely  from  being  the  lowest,  it  followed,  that 

ijie  ravinet)  whVch  fan  into  it   must  rise,  become 


from  the  Kologha^  .  Basides»<tliA,o|c(:rQ«i/  Mfiiftot 
lensk,  which  ran  ou  its  right,  ;sQffici^l7  m»iuf!fa«d 
their  commeDcement ;  .wh(3r.  should  it  hft^e  JHWi 
formerly  carried  to  a  dsstaoee  (xom  iiie*  ptUie^ai 
stream  of  water,  and  consequently  from  the  .mDflt 
hahitable  places^  if  not  to  ^void  the  iratineSf  oiA 

the  hiUs  which  hardened  them  7 .      . 

<  ■ 

The  den^onstrations  of  the  enemy  agreed  ^^^itji 
these  inductions  of  his  ezpermiceir-^Hie  preoautipHs^ 
no  resistance  in  advance  of  tlyeir  right  and  th^ 
centre;  hut  before  t^eir  left  a  great •  numilitr  ,df 
troops^  a  marked  solicitiide  to  profit  by  the  slightesl: 
accidents  of  the  ground^  in  order  to  dispute  it,  and 
finally,  a  formidable  redoubt ;  this  waSj  of  comscu 
their  weak  side,  since  thjsy  covered  it  with  aneh 
care,  N^y  more/,  .it  was  on  the  .flank  of  the  high 
acbad,  apd  on  that  of  the  gra^  trmy,  thatr|:hi9YMj^ 
doubt  was  situated;  it  was  therefore  of  the. ntinfs* 
importance  to  carry  it,  if  he  w^i^d  advaiic9,:.J^- 
poleon  gave  orders  to  that  effect*  ' .,       .•  ?.  .v 

How  much  the  historian  is  a%  a  loss  foq  ^^^^  ^ 
^preflis  the  coup  d^ml  of  a  man  of  genius!,  .r  i'  .m 

The  villages  and  the  woods. .  wi^re  im^n^iataly^ 
seized ;  on  the  left  and  in  thecentr^  Ifmr^ ^l^^f>(99l^ 
of  Italy,  Compans'  divisioii^,  and  Mwat.;  OQitM 
right,  Poniatowski.  The  attack  was,geqeraU.:lQE 
the  army  of  Italy  and  the  Polish. army  ap{>efiredat 
once  on  the  two  wings  of  the  grand  iuaperial 
column.  These  three  masses  drove  back' th^  Ruf* 
sian  rear-guards  upon  Borodino,  and  .the  whplewar 
was  concentrated  on  a  ;iii^lc  poiiit 


redoSiM  iMmI^  d&«k)«l^d;  W  tnuxAi  detached  in  adr 
{«Ml^«rtl<^¥'^l<iotK,%^^  witlioui 

bdtt§f  d<»fehA^d  by-It;    Ttetiseture  df  the  ground  had 
^p^l«d  the  dhoice  <^  this  msulated  situation. 

C^ititiiU]^' ikiHlrlly  avktied  himself  of  the  undu- 
fcilions  ^f  the  ground ;  iti  derations  served  as 
platforms  to  his  guns  for  battering  the  redpubt, 
md  skteeHdd.  M#  infantry  while  drawing  up  into 
MltttiiM  of  attack.  The  61st  marched  foremost; 
thtf'IredlMibt  was  taken  by  a  single  effort,  and  with 
the  iMiyonet ;  but  Bagration  sent  reinforcements 
By  WUehit  was  retaken.  Three  times  did  the6lst 
p^tib^f^  it  from  the  Russiams.  and  three  times  wa^ 
it  driven  out  again ;  but  at  length  it  maititainfed  itr 
sdfinitj  covered  with  blood  and  half  £lestrpyed. 
''  -H!e*t  flay  ivhen  the  emperor  reviewed  that  rpgi-^ 
iMnt^' he  inquired  Where  wad  its  third  battalion  ? 
•  fii'  ihe  redoubt,*  replied  the  colonel.  But  the 
afl&r  did  not  stop  there ;  a  neighbouring  wood  still 
swarmed  with  Rus^ati  riflemen,  who  sallied  ev^ry* 
tttomdtit'  fitmi  this  retrent  to  renew  their  attacks^, 
which  wer^  supported  by  three  divisions : .  at  length 
tiie'tkittek  t>f  SiifaeWardino  by  Morand,  and  of  the 
W*W«B''<yf  ^Elftid  hy  Poniatowski,  completely  di^ 
iM^dbrti^ed'the^'trbops  of  Bagration,  and  Murafs 
itckBbhf  d^aseed  t!he  plain.  It  was  chiefly  the  firm- 
]fteM<^  St  Spanish  regihient  that  foiled  the  ene- 
*ry*;  Aey  g*ve-wdy,  and  that  redoubt  which  had 
been  thdr  advanced  post,  became  ours. 

At  the  same  time  the  emperor  assigned  its  place 
to  each  corps ;  the  rest  of  the  army  formed  in  line. 
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and  a  gener^  discharge  of  mn^ketry^  accompanied 
at  interrala  with  that  of  a  few  caaaon^  ensued.  It 
continued  till  each  party  had  fixed  its  limit,  and 
darkness  had  rendered  their  fire  uncertain. 

One  of  Dayoosf  s  regiments  then  sought  to  take 
its  rank  in  the  first  line«  Owing  to  the  darkness,  it 
passed  beyond  it»  and  got  into  the  midst  of  the 
Russian  cuirassiers,  who  attacked  it,  throw  it  into 
disorder,  took  from  it  three  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
killed  or  took  three  hundred  men.  The  rest  im^^ 
mediately  fell  into  platoons,  forming  a  shapeless 
mass,  but  making  so  formidable  a  resistance  that 
the  enemy  could  not  again  break  it ;  and  this  regi- 
ment, with  diminished  numbers,  finally  regained 
its  place  in  the  line  of  battle. 


CHAP.  VI. 


Tae  en^eror  encamped  behind  the  army  «of 
Italy,  on  the  left  of  the  high-road ;  the  old  guard 
Tormed  in  square  around  his  tents.  As  soon  as  the 
fire  of  small-arms  had  ceased,  the  fires  were  kindled. 
Those  of  the  Russians  btirned  brightly,  in  an  im- 
mense semi-circle ;  ours  gave  a  pale,  unequal  and 
irregular  light, — the  troops  arriving  late  and  in 
haste,  on  an  unknown  ground,  where  nothing  was 
prepared  for  them,  and  where  there  was  a  want  of 
wood,  especially  in  the  centre  and  on  the  left. 

The  emperor  slept  little.  On  General  Caulain- 
.  court's  return  from  the  conquered  redoubt,  as  no 
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^i^iibn^rs  hi^d  fdllen  ihtb  our  hands^  Napoleon  tsur- 
Jhrifi^,  lept  askiiig  him  repeatedly,  '*  Had  not  bfa 
cavalry  then  charged  apropos  ?  Were  the  Russians 
determined  to  conquer  or  die  t*— ^The  answer  was, 
that  •*  being  fanaticised  by  their  leaders,  and  ac- 
<eu6tomed  to  fight  with  the 'Turks,  who  give  no 
'<juarler,  they  would  be  Inlled  sooner  than  surren- 
der.^ The  emperor  then  fell  into  a  deep  medita- 
tion ;  and  judging  that  a  battle  of  artillery  would 
be  the  most  certain,  he  multiplied  his  orders  to 
bring  up  with  all  speed  the  parks  which  had  not  yet 
Joined  him. 

That  very  same  night,  a  cold  mizzling  rain  be- 
gan to*  fall,  and  the  autumn  set  in  with  a  Violent 
wind.  This  was  an  additional  enemy,  that  it  was 
necessary  to  take  into  account ;  for  this  period  of 
tbe  year  answered  to  the  age  on  which  Napoleon 
was  entering,  and  every  one  knows  the  influence  of 
the  seasons  of  the  year  on  the  like  seasons  of  life. 

During  that  night  how  many  different  agitations ! 
Vd^  soldiers  and  the  officens  had  to  prepare  their 
amis,  to  repair  their  clothing,  and  to  combat  cold 
aod'liunger ;  for  their  Itfe  was  a  continual  combat. 
The  generals,  and  the  emperor  himself,  were  un« 
'\tiktf',  lest  their  defeat  of  the  preceding  day  should 
ftk^  disheartened  the  RtSKians,  and  they  should 
e^aape  us  in  the  dark.  Murat  had  anticipated  this; 
>ke  imagined  several  times  that  we  saw  their  fires 
Imrta  more  faintly,  and  that  we  heard  the  noise  of 
their  departure ;  but  day  alone  eclipsed  the  light  of 
<h€J  enemy^s  bivouacs. 

This  time  there  was  no  need  to  go  far  in  quest  of 
then.     The  sun  of  the  €th  found  the  two  armies 
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ground  wh^e  it  had  left  them  the  evetnt^  bdTdif^: 
Tbere  was  a  general  feeling:  df  e^ttltation. 

The  emperor  took  advantage  6f  the  first  rays  of 
dawn, -to  advance  between  the  two  lines,  and^to  g6 
from,  height  to  height  along  the  whole  front  df  the 
hostile  army.  He^  srawttie  Rnssiaiis  ci^wning  all 
the  emineaees,  in  a'  vnst  semi-circle  two  leagues  iti 
extent,  from  the  Moskwa  tb  the  old  Motscow  rottd; 
Theiv  right  bordered  the  Kologha,  from  its  influx 
into  the  Moskwa  to  Borodino ;  their  centre,  fnML 
6ordka  to  Semenowska,  was  the  saliant  part  of  theiy 
Jine.  Their  right  and  left  receded.  The  Kdologha 
reMdered  their  right  inaceessibK 
^  Tto^  omperor  perceived  this  ixmnefAifttety,  tod 
aa;  frotn  its  distlmee,  this  wing  was  not  uof^ 
threatening  than  vulnerable,  he  took  no  aeM^At 
of  it*'  For  hiM  then  the  Knssiati  army  c^fmmen^ 
At  GwA^,  a  village  situated  onf  the  hif^h'-rMd^  and 
at  43ie  poittt  of  ail  ekvated  plain  wMilt  oVMAotoM 
Bw^dlno  and  the  Kologha.  This  sharp^^e^fiMl 
is  surrounded  by  the  Kolo^a,  and  a  d^pl  4Mld 
jumrshy  ravine ;  its  lofty  crest,  t^  which  -  th^  lii^ 
jbBd  ascends  on  tel^viAg  B6ri»ditt&>  Wtfs  «tlrdi(0;l]^eliM 
tMndhad,  and  formed  a  6epara«e(w<ttikoik  (ti»tigM? 
of  4h^  Russian  centre,  of  which  it^was  tlie^extMnitya 

On  rto  left,  and  wttUn  rea^h  of  its  ^t^^'t^sff 
a  detached  hill  commanding  the  whole  plldfiir^V 
was  crowned  by  a  formidable  redoubt^  ^itvid^ 
with  twenty^>n6  pieceir  of  cantton.  In  ftroAt^'iMid 
M  its  right  it  was  eafcompassed  by  Afe^  KoteghKa! 
and  by  ravines ;  its  left  incUned  to  Itlld^  ^po^tot* 
itself  upon  a  long  and  wide  plateau,  the  foot  of 
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^.  Kftlog^  Xhf  C9#9t  of  thi^  plateMj'vrhich  wan 
lined  by  tJh^.  Ru^^isps^  Reclined .  aad.  receded  as^  it 
r^a  toffnd^  the  Lefi^ .  in  front .  of  the  grand  army ; 
it  then  kep^  xm^g  a%  hr  as  ihe  yet  gniokuig  xwm 
of  t^  iVi]ili^  of  $e9ienow3ka»  T^i^.  ^aUant  point 
tymiffatf^.  By  play 'a  conu^aod  fud  tbp  peatre  of 
|)ie  f^eiiigr : ,  U  Fag  ai^mad  vifith  a, strong  .battery » 
4o?ered  l^y.  wp  •es^treochinent^ 

Here  begam  the  left  wing  )9f  .the  Jtnqsiaifi  vAder 
fiifgra^km*  The  less  elevated  cre»t.  which  4t>ocoti'» 
pMf  liaduli^ted' ds  it  gradually  reeede^  to  ^titaaii 
i.''^«0^  ofi  the  old  Moscow  rqad,.  whole  the  field 
of  battle  ended .    Two^  biR»,  arjp^ed  yf\t}i  iie4o9thto> 

gud  bf «ri(^g  diagonaUy  vf^^  the  entr^fiM^hiMn^  of 
Sffl^np)i^.6k%  whioHi  flai|^ed,t;)|fp^starMd  Hh^ifronJ; 

1.  JFfw%Sppa«»ftff9j5^  tfllh^  wflod  of  Utitfta  thef§ 
9M  fRki^KTAl  ofi^bovt.tsvdiye.hHrid^ed  |i#e«8«^  U 
vjfMi^jA^^Aa(fir<^  ef.  thef.  ground  which  hid  decode^ 
K^n^flt^us  to  refuse  this  wing  ;^for  here  the  rayi^i^ 
ff}iifih(wv »ndw. thft jiUlteuu in  theceatre, jast c<)mi 
flNBiiMed.  !  It  ufAB  sAfirqely  an  obptacle ;  the  slopi^  ol 
it§  hu^w^K^  vf^ry  g^ptle,  and  th^  sumviits  su^t^ 
9khlfof'nrtf3^9tf  y^XA  at  iioxi^e  distpmse  froip  ita 
m9tpi»k-iT^  ivd^  was  eyid^tly  the  jpaos^  Mn 
MNpibih^kiBiMe  .^e:r«d9uM:<^  the  61st,  whkh^  that 
mgloiMti  hf^i  Jfeakw  tiia .preceding. day«  no  longer 
d^ndfid  the  apiHroacb :  this.wa/i  even  favoured  by. 
tymwA  of  laige,  puneai^xteadiiig  frov^  the  xedoubi 
^pmoUm^Mth^  whieh  a)^iteared  to  ternmata. 
1lw»:liim,i^Ctjhe{lttssianai!    . 


.  • ' » 
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But  iheit  left  wing  (fid  not  eiAl  thette*  ^fkit^^Uy- 
peror  knew  that  behind  tfa»  wood  WAs  thia^  ^W 
Moscow  road ;  that  it  turned  ronntl  the  lift  firing 
of  the  Russiang^  and  passing  behind  their  army,'  raW 
agam  into  the  new  Moscow  road  before  MG[jaisk»- 
He  judged  that  it  must  be  occupied ;  and,  in  fact/ 
Ttitchkof,  with  his  corps  ^ttrmie,  had  placed  hiitf^ 
self  across  it  at  the  entrance  of  a  wood ;  he  Intd" 
covered  himself  by  two  heights^  -whicb  he  hbd 
planted  with  artillery. 

But  this  was  of  little  consequence,  because,  be^^ 
tw:een  this  detached  corps  and  the  last  RnssiAh*  n^ 
doubt,  there  wa«  a  space  of  five  or  six  hoildred- 
toises  and  a  covered  ground.  If  we  did  hot  begiir 
with  overwhelming  TutcMtof,  we  might  therefore 
occupy  it,  pass  between  him  and  the  last  of  Btf* 
gration^s  redoubts,  and  take  the  left  wfn^  c^f  thtf 
enemfy  in  flank;  but  the  empetMr  could  not  satJsQr 
himself  on  this  point,  as  the  Russian  adviihtiM  -pbM 
and  the  woods  forbade  his  farther  sdvande,  and 'in* 
tercepted  his  view. 

Having  finished  his  rfecontoissance,  he  icttmkA 
his  plan.  ''Eugene  shall  le  the  pivot!'*  1*  eitv' 
daimed :  ^'  it  is  the  right  that  must  commenii^  *  Atf 
soon  as  under  cover  of  the  wood,  it  has  takren'ttl^ 
redoubt  opposite  to  it,  it  must  make  a  mo^vMliV 
to  the  left,  and  march  6n  the  Russiiin  flank,  sWeeljpM 
ing  and  driving  back  their  n^hole  army  upoil  fAn&t 
right  and  into  the  Kologha.'* 

The  plan  thus  conceived,  he  applied  Khnself 
to  the  details.  During  the  night,  three  battmrfM; 
of  sixty  guns  each,  must  be  opposed  to  the  Rti^ 
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siivQ  s^^ubte ;  two  facing  their  hh,  the  third  be- 
Uxf^  their  contre..  At  daybreak,  Poniatowski  and 
Ib»  ^rmy^  reduced  to  five  thousand  men,  must 
advance  on  the  old  Smolensk  road,  turning  the 
wood  oa<  which  the  French  right  wing  and  the  Rus-* 
sjian  le^;  we^e  supported*  He  would  flank  the  one 
and. annoy  the  other;  th^^rmy  would  wait  for  the 
report  of  hi«  £u:&t  9hots. 

Instantly,  the  whole  of  the  artillery  should  com- 
mence upon  the  left  of  the  Russians,  its  fire  \v9uld 
Qpi^n  their  ranks  and  redoubts,  and  Davoust  and  Ney 
ahouM  rush  upon  them ;  they  should  be  supported 
Iff  -Junot  and  his  Westphalians,  by.  Murat  and  his 
<;«va],ry,  ^nd  lastly,  by  the  emperpr  himself  witk 
^fQOO  guards.  It  was  against  th^se  two  redoub^ 
0^  the  first  efforts  sih^uld  be  made  j  it.  w^  .by. 
tbep  that  h^  would  penetrate  into  the  hostile  army,, 
tlijaai^foxth  mutilated,  and  whose  centre  and  right 
Wf)U^  then  be  uncoyered,^  and  almost  enveloped.    , 

Meanwhile,  as  the  Russians  showed  themselves 
in  redoubled  masses  on  their  centre  and  their  rigbt^^ 
t^^^at^iog  the  Moscow  road,  the  only  line  of  ope- 
r  j|i|on  pi  the  grand  army ;  as  in  throwing  his  chief 
fi^ce  apd  himself  on  their  left.  Napoleon  was 
aJ^Ut  to  place  the  Kologha  between  him  and  thsit 
ig9i^  hia  J  only  retreat,  he  resolved  to  strengthei]^ 
^ffi  ^rmy  of  Italy  which  occupied  it,  and  joined 
if3^  it  two  of  Davoust's  divisions  and  Grouchy's^ 
cavalry.  As  to  his  left,  he  judged  that  one  Italian 
divi^on^  the  Ba^variim  cavalry,  and  that  of  Orni^no, 
abQUt  l,Q|OpO  roen^  would  suffice  to  cover  it.  Such 
weif  th«  plans  of  Napoleon. 
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He  was  on  the  liAgkto  idf  B«MMao,  taking  ft'lfett 
survey  of.  the  whok  fiiU  of  tottfe;  slid  edtffe^teii^ 
himself  in  lik  plao,  when  Davoust  hliste^nred-up? 
Thb  mardial  had  just  exanuDed  tiie  left  df  "tkfi 
Russiaiui  with  ao  mudi  the  mon'ctee,  at  H  wtta^^ 
ground  on  which  he  was  to  act,  and  ho  tiiistnrit^ 
his  owD  eyes.  '    ^  ^'  •'* 

He  hegged  the  emperor  ^'  to  pkde  4t  'hii  liliM 
posal  hie  fiw  divisiona,  ^iSsOOO  strong,  and  t6  ttiiflj^ 
with  them  Poaiatowakf^  who  was  to^  weak  <  to  fuMl 
the  enemy  hy  himself.  Next  day  he  woidd  iS^t>tM# 
f(Ht:e  in  motion ;  he  would  eorei^  ite  march  with 'tlUP 
last  shades  of  nighty  and  with  the  wiM  cm  ^^Mllf 
the  Russian  left  wing  was  supporfed»  an^'^Ke^wf' 
which  he  would  pass  by  fidlowing  the  old^^dad 
from  Smolensk  to  Moseot? ;  tfami^  all  «t  onpi^'IbyciP 
precipitate  manxBQvre>   he   woidd  ^depfay  liOfOOl^ 
French  and  Poles  on  the  fladc  and  in  tha^MW^of^ 
that  wing.    There^  vthile  the  anpeMrwooUndv^ 
cupy  the  front  of  the  Mdsedvitds  .by-  m^eaatti 
attack,  he  would  mardbi  impetttously.  SmmtfbkmUb 
to  redoubt,  from  resenret  to  reswre,  dii«bg^«|reqp 
thing  from  left  to  right  on'  the  higii-Mil7of  Afant 
jaisk,  where  they  should  put  an  end  nt  omo  t^ibaf 
Russian  army^  the  batde,  and  the  war*"  ..'  t  i., 

The  emperor  listened  attentirely  to  tba  aaaftfcriLfc^ 
but  after  meditating  in  silence  for  aome^  mjpmltfs. 
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lie  replied, ''  No !  it  is  too  great  a  movement ;  it 
woold  remove  me  too  far  from  my  object,  and  make^ 
me  loae  too  much  time.'' 

'    The  Prince  of  *£c]^niiihl,  howevet,  from  con- 
viction, persisted  in  his  point ;  he  undertook  to  ac- 
ffiVVi'^li'llW  mmtauvare  ^befrie  s^  in  tbe  morning ; 
i^HPTftested  that  m«iioib€a:.houciher  greatest  part 
^«Jt#..e(ffiKt!W0ttU:i«t  pycfdncnL:..  Niip0iedn,>im^ 
IMlaeii^  ^iC094raldicfitte,  shaepl}^  ccpMed  with  thik 
^faolamnti^a^/'  Ah !  >}coa:  are  abtaysr  ioii  ^turBing  the 
mi^ttil^A^  ift(  1)IK>  dangcDotis '  a  inaiMravre !^'  fTbe 
marshal,  after  this  rebuff,  said  no  mcare;:  hd'tivEWi 
rff^r^jg^  itp  hti^  port, '  miinnmrMig :  against  k  pru- 
4llflM  v|i)!Gk.he4h«iig9it  imse^flesttble^  and  tor^Bdi« 
iMiHWUMr  4GiiiiftecEied>;  arn^'^ef'^EliBffr  ttot  td.^^ 
<Wilf qi4» Wttiihirtfe  ititxoksiA  l^-locdcs  6f  so«ia»^' 
"JMrtI j>lhtf  -ware  mot  tahel  idM  on^  on  .mrayi  botct^. 
4||M4  Oh  ^Q««iQirfiSQf:r«nicrte,  4iid.  age,  'hiidi reoki 
^U^^BpahQh'ba^imtoTfmingi^^  he  was.  I 
bASIebkmpiiror^rThttvihg  c^ecided^  had  retnrnedi  t(^' 
lli«^tfi^Kpi:iii4ieta(A|sBt^,.^         the  Rdssiaais:  hPad  so^ 
<#MlK4eo^UcidiipitorBdedihim Jthtftthey  wen  going! 
l|hni»'|il^((mderfmolra  Widttmt  fightings    In  vfoin' 
difb  Aipp7rwiw>ipa»  seiit  to  observe  ' tlieir  attitude ' 
iktOBBfind  sfjl,  thaicrh^hhd  seen  thett  en  trenching  > 
tliAMMvevttbrp'  «id  txu^t ;  that  they  were  numer- 
oo^dioieiiiAy iMtpdked^  and  appeared  determined ' 
iMliil^akkaii  in  kMack,  if  they  were  not  antidt- ' 
{wted^  A*tt  Hb-T^tiMt:  Murat  persisted  in  his  . 
opinion,  and  Ihe^emperor,  tifneasy,  retorned'to  the 
hels^^^BMrodino.    ' 
.<«lt#stiMfref«frcd¥edTong  black  columrts  of  trbops 
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coTBTiftg  (bhe  highrraid^  iind  sprmding  i9V^.  the 
plain;  thenlai^  convoys  of  WBgpgow^ pMtifliGiit, 
and  ammunitioD,  in  short  ^1  the  diifkotitiofti  inf- 
dicatira  of  i  atay  and  a;  battle.  At  -tfiat  wevf  mo- 
meot,  though  he  had  takea  widi  hioi  biitiew  aifr- 
tendants,  that  -hejnii^tmot  sttoaattfae  notifte^and 
tiuQ  fkre  of  the  enemy,  he  was  XKOgmxoi  bf  tte 
Ausskn  batteriesy  and  a  canaon-elioi  titddenly  in*- 
Aenmpted  the  silence  of  that  day. 

For,  as  it  freqisently  hafpens,  nothiig  was  bo 
ealm  as  the.  day  preceding  that  gsreat  battle.,  it 
WB8  like  a  thing  mnitually  agreed  upon !  Whetefow 
do  each  other  useless  injury  ?  was  net  the  next  day 
te  deeide  every  tbong?  fiesidea^  each  had.rto  pre- 
fKure  itself;  the  diffisrent  .corps^  their  arm^^.tiieir 
foroe,  Aeir  ammunition ;  they  had  te  resume  aU 
•Iflieir.  unity,  which  en  a  nntrch  is  ^waya  ^more  or 
Ibm  defanged.  The^eoerala  ^had  to.obterwtheir 
reciprocal  dispcftitions  of .  atteak^  de^Mee,  ^nd  re>- 
ireat,  in  ocder  to  adapt  .them  to  each  othec  anil  the 
ground,  and  to  leave  as  littloias  possible  to>  ehance. 

Thus  these,  two  colosasl  ^fbea^  on  the  .jKiint  of 
eommenciag  their  terrible  ^coukest,  watcbsd\csuA 
elheir  attentively, measured  one  Mother  with  their 
eyes,  and  siles^y  preparedfor  attemeBdmmoenflict. 

The  emperor,  who  ooiild  ^no-  langer  entertain 
doi&bts  of  a  battle,  returned  to  his  taut  to:  dictate 
the  order  of  it.  There  he,  meditated  on  faia  awfittl 
situation.  He  had  aeen  that  iiie  tw6  armies  iwere 
equal:  aboat  .12Q»000  men,  .utd  600  pieces  af 
cannon  on  either  side.  The  Rnssiana  iiad  llie.ad«> 
vantage  of  ground,  of  speaking  but  cmeilanguage^ 
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4^  Gti»  wi^Svm^  0^hfimg  ^  mg}^  n^m,  figliiing 

fi^f  tht'  pBf^  fiWOfie^  jbilfi  a  great  i3tiian)»er  of  ix^ 
Mgn^  tiAibps  «^  r^raite.  The  jFVimcli  had  as 
mMkf  neiii  hiut  ipopre  soldiers ;  f«r  llie  jt^te  of  hii 
i)M)M  had  juflrt'  heeiii  isnl^ittod  tp  M«i ;  he  had  he* 
ipte  kia  /q^  M  aceouot  ^  the  atewgi^  .of  fais  divir 
idoQUJ  aadw'it  s!^«l9'liieKithw^  a^^^Teviay^^  opr  a  di^trihur 
Ikflm  boit  M^  batljb^  t)sp^  FW  W  jp^^^peotj  this  time 
Ibe  stu^mentp  w^r^  Hot  exag^^mtted.  :Hi$  ^xaj 
mm  TQ^ed  ipdead,  b^i  Boimd^  saiiiple^  a^jrvous^^rr 
Jilce  jdiMie  ^owily  bodies,  whiohj  haying  jiust  lost  the 
'plttupBefis  of  jm&s  displajr  forms  onorie  maseufiae 
and  strongly  marked. 

jStiU^  duFiiig  thf  seyeral,  days  wMch    he  had 
aaarctied  in  ^the  mi^  of  ^,  he  had  Ibjind  it  sileat, 
£roai  4dbflt  a^en^^  ivhich  is  impG^sed  by  great  ex- 
paotatioa  ^f^  gre^t  astoiiisbBient-;  like  Nature,  the 
jBMim^  faof oie  .a  violkn^t  itevipest,  or  erowds  at  the 
instfunt  of  im  /exjbraasdmary  danger* 
.  Iferfall  that  it  4¥ainted  re^t  of  same  kind, or  other, 
Inrti-^^iat  there -was  no  re^t  fw  it  but  in  death  or 
Tiotory:;  £>r  be  had  br<Hight  it  into  aucfa  a  necessity 
■tof  jBOftyiariag,  tbat  it  aaust  triumph  at  any  rate. 
Hie  temerity  «f  the  situation  iato  wfaidi  he  had 
rmlgieditwaa  evident,  but  he  knew  that  of  all  faults 
.ithnb^ms  the  «tae  wliidi  the  French  most  willingly 
^itOfm^i  tibetia  abort  they  doubted  neither  of  them- 
•jclveador  of  him,  nor  of  the  general  result,  what- 
•  ««Mr  flught  be  tlxax  individual  hnrddiips. 
'  I    lie  teckooed,  moreover,  on  their  habit  and  thirst 
^:gloF|r^  and.Bren  on  .their  euriobity;  no  doubt 
:tfae^:wilh0d*tb' 8e»tlio8coM%  to  be*aUe  to  say  that 

y2 
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they  had  been  there'>  to  receive  ther6- the' phSmised 
reward^  perhaps  to  plunder,  and,  aboye  all,  there 
to  find  repose.  He  did  not  observe  in  them  en- 
thusiasm, but  something  more  firm :  an  entire  con- 
fidence in  his  star,  in  his  genius,  the  consciousness 
of  their  superiority,  and  the  proud  assurance  of 
conquerors,  in  the  presence  of  the  vanquished. 

Full  of  these  sentiments,  he  dictated  a  proclama- 
tion, simple,  grave,  and  frank,  as  befitted  such  cir- 
cumstances,  and  men  who  were  not  jiist  com- 
mencing their  career,  and  whom,  after  so  many 
sufferings,  it  would  have  been  idle  to  pretend  to 
exalt. 

Accordingly  he  addressed  himself  solely  to  the 
reason  of  all,  or  what  is  the  same  thing,  to  the  Teal 
interest  of  each ;  he  finished  with  glory,  the  oftly 
passion  to  which  he  could  appeal  in  these  deset^ 
the  last  of  the  noble  motives  by  which  it  was  pw^ 
sible  to  act  upon  soldiers  always  victorktas;  *  enf- 
lightened  by  an  advanced  civilization  and  long  ex- 
perience; in  short,  of  all  the  generous  illu^cAis, 
the  only  one  that  they  could  have  carried  so-filV. 
This  harangue  will  some  day  be  deemed  ^dmil'able^ 
it  was  worthy  of  the  commander  and  of  the  army  V 
it  did  honour  to  both. 

'^Soldiers,''  said  he,  ^'here  is  the  batttewilieh 
you  have  so  ardently  desired.  The  victory  wffl 
now  depend  upon  yourselves ;  it  is  needftil  for  «s ; 
it  will  give  us  abundance,  good  winter^Kjuarterc, 
and  a  speedy  return  home !  Behave  as  you  did  at 
Aasterlit2,  at  Friedland,  at  Witepsk^  and.at  Smo- 
lensk, and  afford  to  remotest  pt»terity  occuievi  to 
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cite  your  conduotpn  that  day :  let  it  be  said  of  you^ 
'  He  was  >  i&  that  great  battle  under  the  walls  of 
Moscow/  " 


CHAP.  VIII. 

AjpouT:  the  middle  of  the  day.  Napoleon  re* 
marked  an  extraordinary  movement  in  the  enemy  s 
camp ;  in  fact,  the  whole  Russian  army  was  drawn 
up  and  nnder  arms,  and  Kfitusofr  surrounded  ,with 
every  ^>ecies  of  rqligvous  and, military  pomp^.took 
his  station  in. the  middle  of  it*  He  had  made  his 
popes  aqd  his*  archimandrites  dress  themselves  in 
those  splendid  and:  ma^stic  insignia,  which  they 
have  inherited  from  .the.  Greeks.  They  niarched 
before  hiniy  car/ying  the  venerated  symbols  of  their 
religion^  and. particularly^ that  divine  image>  forr 
marly  th^.  pirotectfess  of ^  Smolensk,  which,  by  their 
•account^  ]»A  been  miraciilously  saved  from  th^  pro- 
fanation, of  the  sacrilegious  French. 

When  the  Russian  saw  that  his  soldiers  were 
suffieieiitly  excited  by  this  extraordinary  spectacle, 
he  raised  his.  voice,  and  began  by  putting  them  in 
mind  of  heaven,  the  only  country  which  remains 
to  the  slave.  In  the  name  of  the  religion  of 
equality,  he  endeavoured  to  animate  these  serfis  to 
defend  the  property  of  their  masters ;  but  it  was 
principally  by  exhibiting  to  them  that  sacred  image 
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nir^ch  bad  tAieti  fetagemtlmr  tBtkn,  that  te^afH 
pealed  to  t)mi  eSnr^gb,  tod^  i$«isM  tlMir  tedif^' 
tion.  •  il/ 

Napoleon,  in  his  inouth,  w«i  '^  A  luiiYeirteLdn^f 
pot !  the  tyrannical  disturber  of  die  world*!  alpow 
worm!  an  arclMrebet,  who  had  oveiiurtied;  tllbir 
altars,  and  polluted  them  with  hlood;  whoJuid  exr 
posed  the  true  ark  of  the  Lord,  represented  b  j  the 
holy  image,  to  the  prcfanation  of  nnen,  ^ind  the  In^ 
clemency  of  the  seasons/'  He  then  toldthoBi  ci 
their  citks  redueed  to  tfshes ;  reu^nded  themr  Ast 
they  were  abtfut  to  %ht -for  their  wiYei  attdchSf 
dren ;  added  it  ftw  wbrds  respecting  the  eniperot, 
and  conchid^  by  appealing  io  their  piety  and/thseir 
patriotism.  Thesd  V  ere  the  nrtues  of  Instbctwidi 
this  rude  and  limple  people  who  had  ooi  }fet>  nA 
▼anced  beyoitd  sensation^,  but  wHo,  for  thkt  ire^ 
reason,  were  so  inuch  more  fermidable  ajk  svldien  t 
less  direrted  frotn  obedience  by  teasmiing;  canfiied 
by  slavery  to  a  nbtrow  cirdei,  iu  wUeh  diey  are 
reduced  to  a  nta^l  number  of  todsatfamr,  whi(^<flj^ 
the  bijl) jr  «ources  of  their  wants,  widies,  endf  ifleiu.''' 

A^  to  6ihef  feh&Mcteristibs,  pfoud  fbr  ^ont  of 
comparison,  and  credulous  as  they  ki^  prdud^'^flf^idAa 
Ignbratfce.  WbrsMt^perS  6f  Imdged,  Molatek^*  as 
much  as  Chili^li&tib  c&n  hk  i  fbt  they  had  ccliVeirtlfA 
tiidt  Migion  of  the  totil,  whtdi  is  trhp%  inM* 
i^cttlkl  and  moral,  int6  otse  entirely  pifjrsical  Wfd 
tilaterial,  to  bilng  it  to  the  lerel  of  th^ir  brute  atfd 
sTiort  capacity.  "  *    i" 

This  solertin  Spectacle,  hoWeVer>  theif  gen^ai*s 
addrdss,  the  exhortatidils  at  tfieiir  officers,  and  the 
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benedictkiiis  of  their  ^vieBta,  -  served  to  give  a 
thorM^  liiittare  of  fimaticism  te  tlieir  4^wtage^ 
All,  even  to  the  meanest  soldier,  fancied  themselyeisr 
deroted  by  God  hhaself  to  the  defence  of  Heaven 
and  their 'cooseevltfMd  soilk 

With  the  Frarich  there-  was  no  eeSemnity ,  either 
r«ligMNis  or  miKteify,  Ao  veniew,  no  oceans  of  exeite- 
tion:  even  the  address  of  the  emj^or  was  not  dis* 
tarilmted  tiH  t^  late,  and  read  the  next  nmning 
80  neat  the  time  of  aeti<Ai,  that  several  corps  were 
aetsidtjF  enga^^ed  before  they  could  hear  it«  The 
Rasarians,  however>  whom  $6  many  powerful  motions 
fhonld  have  tnflamed,  ad4ed  to  their  invocatiofls 
Ae  swotd  of  St.  Miehael,  -thiM  seekii^  to  horror 
lAi-'ftMB  all  tiie  powers  of  Heav^en ;  while  th^ 
l^neh  sought  for  it  only  within  "themselvesi  pert- 
|««dediha(treal  etrength  esiats  only  in  the  heart, 
aKddiat  there  is  to  be  found  the  ^eelestial  host/'i 
t  •CSmnee  m  ovd^red  it^  that  on  that  very  day  the 
•mpenciv  ifeeeived  frem  Paris  the  portrait  of  iht 
Mm^  of 'Rome;  4hat  infant  whosb  Urth  had  been 
hayed  by^the  empire  with  the  same  transports  of 
|ayt  and  hope  as  it  had  been  by  the  emperon  Every 
fli^^sibMHthait  happy  event,  the  en^ror»  in  the  in- 
verier 'of^hts  palaee,  had  given  loose,  when  near 
ftiev^  to  thn  egrpfessioti  of  the  most  tender  feelings ; 
4i4en^  iherefor^,  iti  the  midst  of  these  distant  fields^ 
'and  -aU  these  mcfnaeing  preparations*  he  saw  onoe 
iMro'that  sweet  countenance,  how  his  warlike  soul 
melted !  With  his  own  hand  he  exhibited  this  pic- 
ttire  outside  his  tent;*  he  then  called  his  o^ers, 
and  -oven  eome  of  tJ^e  soldiers  of  Ms  old  guard,  de- 
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sb^oufi  of  \  sharing  Ins  ^  ^eiisisdrb  with  .tfadsb^nttenA 
grenadMis,  o£  showing  lluapnbitdlsimLty  to  his  nii4* 
tary  {amily,.  and  making  it*  AxuBi  m  a  9]9iO]bbr.<if- 
hopeinitlhe  midst  of  inmiipeiLt^peril.  •      \  -{{j 

In  the  evening,  an  aidet^e^oatftp  of  MMmoa*^ 
who  had  been  despatdied*  from  Ae  -fieULl  of  .hattb 
near  &ilamaiica»  airr^red  at  tfait  ofitiieaMoskwa^' 
This  was  the  same  Fabviear,  who  has  sinoe  mada 
sockaifigture  in  our  civil  disseiisiixiis.  ;Tha emperor 
reeeired  grasioualy  the.  aide-de-camp i of  the  vasK. 
qaished  general.  On  the  eve  of  a  battle^  die  fale 
pf  which  was  so  uncertain^  he  felt  disposed  to  be 
indalgcDt  to  a  (lefeat;  he  listened  to  all  that  wwto 
spid  to  '  him  respecting  the  scattered  state,  of  bia 
foYoeo  in  Spain,  and  the  mimber  of  commander a^or 
chief)  and^ifiitted  the  justice  of  it  all ;  b^t  he  ex^ 
idaiaed  his  reasons,  which  it  eaters  not  into  4Mic 
province  to  mention  here.  . . 

With  the  return  of  'night,  tfaeii  also  ^returned  the 
apprebensioa  that^  under  cover  of  ita  shades,  the 
Russian  army  might  escape  from  thefiddofbattlei 
Napoleon's  anxiety  was  so  great  as  to  prevent  him 
from*  sleeping.  He  kept  aailing  ineeteaskly  >  tl> 
ktK)W  the  hour,  inquiring  if  any  ikoise  was  ihen^ 
and  sending  persons  to  aspestain  Uiat  theeM»iy' 
was  stiU  before  him.-  His  doabts  on  thts.aal]|£jat 
were  so  strong,  that  he  had  gtvea  oodeirs  that  bis 
proclamation  should  noit  be  read  .to  the.-troofiisiEDltil 
the  n0xt  morning,. and  then  only  in  cask  of  the  eer^ 
tainty  of  a  battle.  •     .  •  I 

.    Tra;iiquilli;sed  for   a  few  moments,  anxiety •  c^ 
an  opposite  description  again  seized  him.    He  be- 
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oMae^ffigbtataed  ato  die  ^desiliitatk  «tete  of  *the  soU 
didra '  W«aki«ad  femiabBd  as  they  were,  hdw 
cmildthay  support  a  lODg^rafod  terriUe  shock?  In 
this  danger  he  looked  upon  his*  guard  as  his  sole 
reaooroe'}  it*  se^iwd  M  be  his  security  for  both 
attiies.  H^  bent  for  ^  Bessiires;  that  one  of  his 
nunrshab  in  whom  he  bad  the  greatest  confidence 
fionr  conmianding  it^  he  wished  to  know  if  this 
cfaoseareserte  wanted  nothing  }-**he  eallediiim  back 
several  tinies>  and  repeated  his  pressing  questions. 
He  d^red  that  these  old  soldiers  should  have 
three'  days'  biscuit  and  rice  distributed  among 
them. from  his  own  private  stores;  finally,  dread- 
ing that  his  orders  had  not  been  obeyed  >  he  got  up 
once  more,  and  questioned  the  grenadiers  on  guard 
at  iht  entraiice  of  his  tent,  •  if  they  had  received 
these  provisions.  Satisfied  bytheip  answer,  he  went 
in,  and  soon  fell  into  a  doze. 

Shortly  after,  he  called  once  more.  His  aide-de- 
eamp  found  him  now  supporting,  his  head  with  both 
hands^  *  he  seamed,  by  what  was  heard,  to  be  me- 
ditating on*  the  vanities  of  glory.  ^  What  is  war  ? 
A  tradecof  barbarians,  the  whole  art  of  which  con- 
aistt  in  beiDg  the  strongest  on  a  given  point  1''  He 
Acn  complained  of  the  fickleness  offortime,  which, 
he  aaid,  he  began  to  experience*  Seeming  to  re- 
vert .  tio  mare*  encouraging*  ideas,  he  recollected 
what  had  been:  told  him  of  the  *  tardiness,  and  care- 
lessness of  Kixtuso^-  and  expressed  hia  suaprise  that 
Benningsen  had  not  been  preferred  to  him.  He 
thought  of  the  critical  situation  into  which  he  had 
brought  himself,  had  added,  ^'  that  a  great  day  is  at 
hand,  that  there  will  be  a  terrible  battle."     He 
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Hiked  Rapp  if  he  th«^ugbt  we  ahovld.^ajn!  \he  >fH>. 
tory.  "  No  doubt  ;*'  was  th*  r^ly,  ">ut  itiwH^ 
be  gangumary.  ''  I  know  iC  r^^^um^d  l^fol^mp^ 
''  but  I  have  80,000  men  i  I  ^b^U  lose  ^>0^ti 
I  shall  enter  Moscow  with  60,QQ|Q;.th<  ^tr^^gglefiftt 
will  then  rejoin  us,  and  afterwards  the  battalions 
on  the  march,  and  we  shidJI  be  atronger  than  we 
were  before  the  battle."'  In  this  estimate  he  aeemed 
to  include  neither  his  guard  nor  the  cavalry. 

Again  assailed  by  hia  first  anxiety,  he  sent  Quee 
more  tp  examine  the  attitude  of  the  Russians.:  he. 
wa»  informed  that  thckir  fires  burned  with  eq^al 
brightness,  attd  .  that  by  the  number  of  thes^,  wd 
the. moving  shadows  surrounding  them»  it  Wfup  sqj^ 
posed  that  it  was  not  merely  a  xear«guard#  but  ^ 
whole  ariAy  that  kept  feeding  them*  The  qert^iinty, 
of  their  presence  at  last  quieted  tbe^oipQXor^  im4 
he  tried  to  take  some  rest«  .      , 

But  the  marebes  which  he  had  just  i]^d«  witl^ 
the  army,  the  fatigues  of  the  preceding  days  fun^ 
n^hts,  so  many  eares,  and  hU  intense  and  anxipus 
eiipectation  had  worn  hiiu  out ;  the  cMdneaifs  of,  the 
oAmosphiie  liad  sttudk  to  him> ;  ^n  irritffcting  feTC^ 
a  dry  covgh,  and  excesttive  thirst  oof^sunied:  i^imi 
jDuring  thd  xOiBainder  of  the  nighty  he  nmde;^faiB 
attempts  to  quench  the  bumiiig  thtrat  whu^b  eopt 
Bumed  him.  This  fresh  disardrr  was  compHca^ 
with  an  old  compUint*,  with  whi<:h  he  ^  had  l^eef 
itrUggling  ttnoe  tha  day  bdfore.  ^       i    ,/  i 

At  last,  jtist  at  five  o'elock,  one  >of  Ney's  oi&ceifs 
came  to  inform  him  that  the  marsfaal  \tas  still  in 
sight  of  the  Risssians,  and  wished  to  begin  the  at- 

*  A  retetitron  of  urine. 
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tadk.  T^ia  news  seemed  to  restore  the  strength 
6f  which  the  feVer  h«d  deprived  hito.  He  arose, 
cfUSed  hk  tyfflcer^^  ahd  weiit  ont^  exclaiming^  ^  Wd 
have  thenl  at  Iafl4 !  Forward  t  Let  us  go  and  open 
the  gafes^  of  Moscow  !** 


\*.»  f 
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CHAP.  IX. 

It  wa$  half  past  five  in  the  morning,  when  Na- 
pdleon  arrived  near  the  redodbt  which  had  been 
conquereii  on  the  5th  of  September.  There  he 
waited  fof  the  first  dawn  of  day,  and  for  the  first 
fi^i^e  of  Poniatbwski'sinfantty.  The  sun  rose.  The 
empero^  showing  it  to  his  olBceri^,  exclaimed, 
^  Behold  the' sun  of  Austerliti  !*^ '  But  it  was  oppo- 
site to  us.  It  rose  on  the  Russian  side,  made  us 
conspicuous  to  their  fi)*e,  and  dais^led  us.  We  then 
Stki  perceived,  that  owing  to  the  darkness,  our 
iatteiies  had  heen  placed  too  far  otf  to  reach  the 
eneiny;  and  it  was  necessary  to  push  them  more 
fetward;  The  enemy  allowed  this  to  be  done :  he 
deenledto  hesitate  in  being  the  fitst  to  break  th6 
itWftil  rilence.  • 

•  • '  ^he  emperor^s  attention  Was  then  directed  towards 
Mir  tight,  when,  all  at  once,  near  seVeh  o^clock,  th6 
D^itl^  began  upon  his  left.  Shortly  after,  he  was  in- 
fcMned,that  one  of  the  regiments  of  Prihce  Eugene, 
the  106th,  had  got  possession  of  the  Village  of  Boro- 
fliiio,  and '  its  bridge,  *  which  it  should  have  de- 
trtroyed  5  but  that  being  ciEtrribd  away  by  the  ar- 
dent 6f  *  suttess,  it  had  ctossed'  that  passage,  fn 


(    33«    ) 

s^ite  of  the  cries  of  its  general,  in  order  tp  attn^ 
the  heights  of  Gardd,  wheve  it  wm  overwheJvikQd 
by  the  froat  andflank  fires  of  the  IUi$sians«  Itv^A 
added,  that  the  general  who  (Commanded  that  htin 
gade  had  been  already  killed,  atad  that  the  lH&tih 
regiment  would  have  been  entirely  destroyedi  bad 
it  not  been  for  the  9^d,  which  voluntarily  ran  up  to 
its  assistance,  and  collected  and  brought  baok  its 
survivors. 

It  was  Napoleon  himself  who  had  just  ordered  his 
left  wing  to  make  a  violent  attack.  Probablyrhe 
had  only  reckoned  on  a  partial  execution  of  his 
orders,  and  wished  to  keep  the  enemy's,  attention 
directed  to  that  side*  But  he  multiplied  his.  ord^, 
used^  the  most  violent-  excitations  and  ^ngMg/oi 
a  battle  in  front,  the  plan  of  which  he  had  oonowred 
in  an  oblique  order* . 

During  this  action,  the  emperor  judging  tbftt 
Poniatowski  was  closing  with  the,  enemy  on  t,he  old 
Moscow  road,  gave  him  the  signal  to.  attack*  Sa^ 
denly,  from  that  peaceful  pUin,  and  .the  silent  hiUs, 
volumes  of  fire  and  smoke  were  seen  spouting  csU^ 
followed  by  a  multitude*  of  explosions,  and  th^ 
whistling  of  bullets  tearing  the  air  in  evei^r^dino- 
tion.  In  the  midst  ofthia  aotse,  Davoust^  iwith  tht 
divisions  Compiuis  and  Dessaix,  and  thirty!  pieoei 
of  cannon  in  front,  adva&ced  rapidly. io  thefinst 
Russian  redoubt*  .         .^ 

The  enemy^s  musketry  began,  and  was  answered 
only  by  the  French  oaimear  The  'French  iniuslfy 
marched  without  firing :  it  was  famrying  ontQ'.gdk 
within  reach  of  and  extinguish  •  that  of  the  enemy. 
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ilF)MM'Ctfkdf>Ans>  the  general  of  that  odHnm,  and  his 
bMtest/6cddier«  iR^ere  wotuided'  aad  fell :  tke  rest, 
a&tifjkcettBA,  halted  under  the  shower  oCb^ls,  in 
€ftdei^  ix^-  rttXLvn  •  H^  when  'Rapp, « rushiilg « to  -  replace 
Cbtepans,  Again*  led  'hb  soldierisi  on,  with  fixed 
•hiiti^oMt$,  and  at  a  nmning  pace  against  the  enemy's 
i^d^ubt.  • 

He  was  himself  just  on  the  pmnt  of  reaohing 
it,  when  he  was,  in  his  turn^  hit :  it  was  hi^  twenty- 
fieceod  wound.  A  third  general,  who  Sueoeed^d 
him,  also  '  fell.  Davoust  himself  was  •  wonndied. 
Rapp  was  carried  to  the  emperor,  who  said*  to  him, 
^  What,  Rapp,  always  hit !  What  are  tibey  doing 
a^hove,  then  ?'*  The  aide-de-camp  answered,  thatr  it 
WKMild  require  the  guard  to  finish.-  ^  No!V  tepbed 
Mttpoleon ;  ^^  I  shall  take*  good  care  oS  thai;*  I 
have  no  wish  to  see  it  destroyed ;  I  shall  gain,  the 
baUle  without  if 

Nay,  i  then;  with  his  three  divisions,  f edvM^ed  fie 
WnbOOmea,  hastened  into  the  plain  to  the  amiSf- 
ance  of  Davoust.  The  enemy  divided  his  fire, 
^ey  rushed  forward.  Tfai  ^7th  regiment  of  Comr 
patisf^:  division,  finding  itself  supported,  tobk  frQsh 
courage ;  by  a  last  eA>rt  it  succeeded  in  reaehitig 
theiisnemy^s  entrenehinents,  scaled  them,  mingled 
mriifthe  iRnsoians,  put  them  to  the  bay enet»  over* 
tfarftw  and  killed  the  most  obstinate  of  them«  The 
rest  fled,  and  the  57th  maintained  itself  in  its  coD^ 
qa&fL  At  the  same  lime  Ney  .made  so  furious  an 
mttMJton  the  two  other  redQubts>that  he  invested 
them  from  the  enemy.*. 
-     It  was  n6w  mid-day;  the  left  Russian  H$ie  h^ing 


(     384    ) 

deried  Murafc  to.pKOMed  with  hit  ieavitlry^.flaid.eMi- 
pleto  the  vieU>rff  Au  iaat^gJ;  woa  iiiffi<i«iit.fer  th^ 
firing  tp  show  hivi^^tf  W  ihe  hf igfaN  wd  m.  ibe 
Midst /Of  tke  eiieii^5  who  4^ii]|  Biad^  hi«  apfMKWCe 
tb^e ;  £»c  this  seaQnd  HvMMW  Uoe  m4  the  tmr 
forcemeats  led  on  by  Bagawout,  and  sent  by  Tateh- 
hiO^  had  come  io  th^  aetiatattce  of  tibe  first  line. 
They  idl  r^sh^  forw4ar4«  r^ing  npoft  Semeoowstji, 
in  order  to  retajce  thehr  red^qhts.  The  Fomoh, 
who  we«6  s^U  iipk  the  d¥K>3rder  of  victory^  were 
jast^nJ3hed  and  retreated. 

The  Wies<yhattfti»b  whom  Niyoteep;h»d  sent  to 
the  M^iitanoe  of  Piwiatowsfci^^  were  then  cro9«ng 
then^eod.whiefa  aepaMfted  <tfaait  jpiwperfrom  the  neit 
pf  iihe  purioy  {  through  th4  dust'iiiid  emoke  tibey  got 
a  glimpse  of  our  :troops,  whorwei^  rfs^reating*  Bf 
the  direction  of  their  march,  theygueBSfofttbraBL  to 
hid  enemi^^  .a«d  fired  upon  them*  They  pet;«ieted 
^in  thetr  mstsd^j  and  theiefcy  inereased  tfae  dis- 
order. 

The  enen^y's  cavalry  were.  yigoroissly.f^Uoiraig 
up  their  advantage ;  t^ey  surrwoded  Mwat  who 
lorgot  himself  in  his  endoavour^  to  rally  fai»trefipa; 
thoy  were  already  str^tchiiig  o^.tbeit  armt^to  lay 
hold  of  him,  when  he  threw  hims^f  into  the«:edoiiht, 
,iaid  escaped  from  them»  But  there  he  fiMind  only 
«onie  unsteady  soldiers  whose  cQfirage  had  fgit^m 
ihem,  and  runnixig  round  thfi  piirapet  in  a  stpfie^of 
jtbe  greatest  papic.  They  qnly  wan^id  m  outhavt 
to  rim  away. 

The  presence  of  the  king  and  his  cries  first  re- 
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stored  conMenoe  to  a  few.  He  himself  seized  a 
weapoii ;  witii  one  hand  he  fought^  with  the  other 
he  ^vated  aikd  waved  (his  piume>  calling  to  his 
w^xk,  and  restoring  them  to  their  first  valour  by 
«kBt  antbofity  wUek  example  gifves.  At  the  «ame 
tine  Hey  had  again  fotmed  Jiis  di^ions.  Their 
ire  stopped  the  enemy's  eiiirassiers)  and  threw 
thc&r  ranks  into  disoider.  They  let  go  their  price* 
Movat  was  «t  last  ^sMgaged,  and  the  heights 
itere  again'  reconquered. 

Scafeely  had  the  Iring  escaped  this  perif ,  when 
he  ran  into  another ;  with  the  cavalry  ef  Bruyere 
and  Nansouty,  he  rashed  upon  the  enemy,  and  by 
0bstinat6  and  repeated  charges^  overthrew  the 
'Rosstain  lines^  pushed  and  drove  tiiem  bade  on  their 
'centre^  and  within  an  Kour^  completed  ihe  total 
dfefeat  of  their  left  wing. 

•  'But'  the  heights  of  the  rained  village  of  Berne- 
iMiwska>  where  the  left  ^  the  enemy's  centre  com- 
tii&aM,  weva  still  Ufntouehed ;  Hhe  reinforcements 
which  Kutusof  incessantly  drew  from  his  right, 
MFpported  it.  Their  commanding  fire  was  poured 
dkywn  upon  Ney  and  Murat's  troops,  and  stopped 
Amr  'Victory ;  it  was  indispensable  to  acquire  that 
^sition.  Mauhourg  with  his  cavalry  first  cleared 
lite  front ;  Friand,  one  of  Davoust's  generals,  fol- 
io^ed  htm  with  Us  infantry.  Dufour  and  the 
i6%h  light  were  the  first  to  climb  the  steep ;  they 
dialadged  the  RiTSsians  from  the  village,  the  ruins 
'^Which  were  badly  entrenched.  Friand,  although 
wounded,  followed  up  and  secured  this  advantage.. 
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Tflifi^  vigoTow  «etion  opened  up  to  «»the't«taAlo 
victory;  it  wm  neo^asary  to  jroth  into  il:*bM 
Murat,  Ney^  and  Davowt  wew  exhnuted ;  tb<^ 
jbalted)  aad.  while  they  were  rallying,  their  tHM^, 
they  sent  to  Napoleon  to  ad:  for  aeiiilbroMiaMiii 
Napoleon  wasthenaeizedwttb  a  hesitatioii  w^iidbhe 
never  tiefore  displayed ;  he  deliberated  )ong>  ^th 
himself;  and  at  laat,  after  repeated  orders  aiiH 
oottB^r-orders  to  his  young  guards  he  expreav^ 
huk  beliel  that,  the  appearance  of  Friand  and  lf4u- 
boarg*s  troops  on  the  heights  would  he  'airfSaipat^ 
the  decisive  memeat  not  appearing  to  hiotivt^  bi^yet 
wrived. 

But  Kntusof  took  advantage;  of  the.i«spit6  whM 
he  bad  no  reasiwa  to  expects ;  he  snmQAOn^d  tM 
whole  of  his  reflerve^  even  to  the  Rtttsian  ;gAaiids^4li 
the  support  of  his  uncovered  left  wing.  -Balgf alimii 
with  all  these  reinfoncements  ve-formed  ttiil  iiae; 
bob  right  resting  on  the  great  battety  wbiob  prinA 
Eiigene  was  attacking^  Us  left  on  Che  wood-i^kidh 
bounded  the  field  of  battle  tof^avda  Pslorewo.  •  ^Hil 
file  cut  our  ranks  to  pieces;  his  attack  it aatioMti 
impetuous^  and  simultaneous;  infiftntryi  «rtlHaiy} 
and  cavalry^  all  made  one  grand  e^bit*  Neywid 
Murat  stood  firm  against  this  tempei^.;  tdie  quiilioii 
with  them  was  no  longer  about  following  up  the 
victory t  but  about  retaining  it. 
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The  soldiers  of  Friand>  drawn  up  in  front  of 
Semenowska,  repelled  the  first  charges,  but.  when 
thej  were  assailed  with  a-ahiywer  of  balls  and  grape 
shoty  they  began  to  give  way  ;  one  of  their  leaders 
gqft*i>ed;asid  g»re  orievs  to  rettei^*  At  ilfat  cri- 
^iJMal  momemt,.MnTMt  raia  up  io  him,  and  sei^ng 
him  hf'^he  oollar,  exctaMi^,  ''What  are  you 
akotttt^'  'She  cdbhel/  pointing  to  the  ground, 
(WraBMl  wMi  haif  his  troops,  an6wei:ed,:'^*¥ou  see 
w^eaovgh  that  it  is  unpoesiMe  to  stand  here/'— 
''.VeiiTicWieD,  I  iWill  remain !''  excUimed- the  "king". 
TJieaa  nfeoiidsLetopped  the  officer :  he  loofced^Msrat 
•tMdilf/in  theifttce,  and  turning  round,*  coolly  said, 
^**  HSmii  ane  ngirt  1  Soldiers^  face  to  the'  dnetny  f  •  Lot 
.uaga^ittd  beBUedr  '         .  ^i 

<i  .Mrfamirhife)  Murat  had  just  sent  back  Borelli  td 
the  emperor  to  ask  for  assistance;  that  ofieer 
poilMedtto<the.elolftd8!0f:dust  whieh  tiie'<^ar^  of 
ftkn  iMolajriiHcre  raising;  upon  the  heighte/w^hioh 
hadcihkhorto  Miiiaaied 'taanquil  -sinee  they  ibad 
bada^itakeb.  .Some,  cannon  balls. also  ftnr  the^finit 
lam*  IMI  bkiie  tto.  where  Napoleon' was  stationed  ; 
thdK^y^flmy  seemed  to  be  approaching:  fioretti 
imirftedinsmd  ;lhe  eotipeiror  promised  -  his  young 
g|Mrd«i^  /fittit#  acaMely  had  it  advanced  a/ibw  pacei^j 
wh«liiihaihimialfiaalled  oot  to  it  to^^hdt.^  Th^ 
Q«mttttdi^ (^abaovtiiowever, made  it  hdvanee^by^do^ 
|;fe6%«>iindeRi^imice.  of ;  dressing  the  line.^  Na*« 
poleoft  ipaacetvi&g: it;  repeated  *  Ids  order*  • 
.iJF'oirtuwitalf;  the  rartillary  of  the  ^reBervfe  ad^^ 
▼anced  at)  that  moment,  to'take  a  position  on* the 
con({iiered  h^ghts ;  Laurbton  had  obtained  the  em^ 
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perar's  coMeDt  ta  that  manauvie^bntii'miftrMber 
a  permission  than  an  or^n  Shortly  ^aftor,  hoir- 
erer,  be  thought  it  so  importa^ti  that  he  icrge^  its 
execution  with  the  only  movement  of  impatiaaQeJie 
exhibited  during  the  whole  o£  that  day* 

,  It  is  not  known  whether  the  idoiibti  as  to.tbe^M- 
sults  of  prince  Poniatawaki  and  prinipe  Eugisiiels 
engagement  on  his  right  and  \t&,  kept  him  in  .un- 
certainty ;  what  is  certain  is^  that  be  seemed  to  be 
apprehensire  lest  the  extmme  left  of  Ae  Rossians 
should  escape  from  the  Poles,  and  return  to  'take 
possession  of  the  field  of  battle  in  the  rear  of  Nay 
and  Marat*  This  at  least  was  one  of  thi^  causes 
of  his  retaining  his  guard  in  observation  iqp<m  that 
point.  To  such  as  pressed  him^  his  ansa^r  was, 
'"  that  he  wished  to  have  a  better  view ;  that  his 
battle  was  not  yet  begun;  that  they  most  learn  to 
wait;  that  time  entet^d  into  every  thi^g ;  that  at 
was  the  element  of  whioh  all  things  are  compocBad ; 
that  nothing  was  yet  sufficiently. clear."  lie  tfasn 
inquired  the  hours  and  added,  ^'  that  the  hour  of 
his  battle  was  not  yet  come ;.  that  it  would  begin 
in  two  hours/* 

But  it  never  began:  the  whole  of  that  :diQr. he  atfs 
sitting  down,  or  walking  about  leisurely,  in j%ont, 
and  a  little  to  the  left  of  the  redoubt  which. JM 
been  won  on  the  fith,  on  -the  bonders  of  jt  cavine,  st 
a  great  distance  from  the  batdcof  wUebiie  ^ooi^ 
scarcely  see  any  thing  after  it 'got  .beyoi^.tlfe 
heights ;  not  at  all  uneasy  when  \m  saw  itf;e^fim 
nearer  to  him,  nor  impatiient  with  bis.  own  tnwps. 
or  the  enemy*    He. merely  made  some  ^^eidwes  ef 
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'fili^taeSH^ly  'tebigi^Mion,  di>  ef^ery  <M^«sto»,  when 
^y  tome  to  inform  him  of  the  loss  of  his  best 
gerierak.  He  rofie  several  times  'to  take  a  few  tarns, 
but'  immediately  sat  down  again. 

Every  one  around  him  looked  at  him  with 
mafonishment.  Hitherto,  during  tiiese  great  shocks, 
hi  hud  di9{^layed  an  iactite  eoolnesls  r  bat  here  it  was 
a  dead  calm,  a  mild  and  sluggish  inactivity.  Some 
'ftuieied  tb^  traeed  in  it  that  dejection  which  is 
"generaUy  the  follower  of  violent  sensjations :  others, 
that  'he  had  already  become  indifi^rent  to  every 
ihtng,  evert  to  the  emotion  of  battles.  Several  re- 
marlred  th»t  the  calm  constancy  and  sang-^cAd 
which  great  men  display  on  the^e  great  occasions, 
turn,  ifi  the  course  of  time^  to  phlegm  and  heai/i- 
hes^,  '#heti  age  has  worn  out  flieir  springs.  Those 
who  were  most  devoted  to  him,  accounted  for  hts 
immobility  by  the  necessity  of  not  changing  his 
pla^  too  much,  when  he  was  commanding  ovir 
ttieh  an  extent,  in  order  that  the  bearers  of  intelli- 
gence might  know  where  to  find  him.  Finally, 
there  were  others  who,  on  ihuch  better  grounds, 
explained  the  whole  by  the  shock  which  his  health 
hiad  sustained,  and  his  violent  indisposition. 
•  ''-"Phfe  generals  cff  artSHery,  who  were  surprised  at 
tbeir  sti<gtiation,  quickly  availed  themselves  of  the 
perttdssion  to  fight  whidi  was  just  given  them.  IPhey 
Very  aoon  crowned  the  heights.  Eighty  pieces  of 
jeaniloti  were  discharged  at  once.  The  Russian 
e«vhlry  was  first  broken  by  that  braxeh  Hhe,  and 
bUiged  to  tidte  ^efugie  behind  its  in&ntry;      ' 

The  kttef  adV^ted  4n'  dense  n*ss«,  ihwhich 
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our  balk  at  first  made  wide  and  diaep^iKdeil^.lilftay 
still,  however,  continued  to  advance,  «li6ii>;:thfe 
French  batteries  cruahed  them  by  aaecond'diaehdi'ge 
of  grape-shot*  Whole  plalaoaa  fell' at  enoei;  .their 
soldiers  were  seen  trying  to  faeepiegedsBr  under  this 
terrible  fire.  Every  inatant  separcted  i  by  death, 
they  closed  together  over  her,  taseading*  ber  undsr 
foot 

At  last  they  baited,  not  dating  to  advancfe 
farther,  and  yet  unwilling  to  retrMt;  ddier  be- 
cause they  were  struck,  attd,  as  it  weri  petrified 
with  horror,  in  the  midst  of  this  gieat  destructiony 
or  that  Bagration  was  wounded  at  that  momenrt;; 
or  perhaps  because  their  generals,  i^r  the  finlore 
of  their  first  disposition,  knew  not  how  to  change 
it,  from  not  possessing,  like  Napoleoii>  the  great  art 
of  putting  such  great  bodies  into  m^on  at  once,,  in 
unison,  amd  without  ^confttsien«  in  short,  theaa  fiat- 
less  masses  allowed  themaslres  to  be  mowed  dowfi 
for  two  hours,  making  no  other  movement  tiian 
their  fall.  It  was  a  most  horrible  massacre ;  and  o«r 
brave  and  intelligent  artillerymen  could  not  help 
admiring  the  motionless,  blinds  and  resigned  eou- 
rage  of  their  enemies. 

The  victors  were  the  first  to  be  tped  iHit.  They 
became  impatient  at  the  tardiness  of  this  battle 
of  artillery*  Their  ammunitioa  being  entirely  ex- 
hausted, they  came  to  a  decision^  in  oMsequence  of 
which  Ney  moved  forward,  extending  his  right, 
which  he  made  to  advimce  rapidly,  snd  agun  turn 
the  left  of  the  new  front  opposed  to  him.  'Davoust 
and  Murat  seconded  him,  and  the  remnants  of  Ney^s 
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t(Nfp8  beowbiQ  4Jte '  efHiqiierors  over  the  remains  of 
Btegnittibft's,  *    ' 

The  battle  then  eeased  in  the  plain,  and  became 
ooneentrated  on  the  rest  of  the  enemy's  heights, 
and  near  the  great  redoubt  ivfaieh  Barclay,  with 
the  Dentre  and  the  right,  contiliued  to  defend 
obfitmatdy  agakffit  EugeBe. 

In  this  manner,  about  mid-day,  the  whole  of  the 
firaneh  right  wieg,  Ney,  Daroust  and  Murat, 
after  aaaihilatxng  Bagration  and  Ihe  half  of  the 
RustlaQ  Une^  presented  itself  on  the  haIB>opened 
flank  of  the  rraiainder  of  the  hostile  army,  of  which 
Hkj  could  see  the  whole  interior,  the  reserves,  the 
aimidohed  rears,  and  even  the  commencement  of 
Abe  retfeat. 

But  as  ihjdyMt  themselves  too  weak  to  throw 
tbfemaelves  into  that  gap,  behind  a  line  still 
feondable,  tbey  called  aloud  for  the  guard :  ^^  The 
yeong  guard !  only  let  it  follow  them  at  a  distance! 
Let  it  show  itsellt  and  take  tibteir  place  upon  the 
U^bte !  They  themselvei  will  then  be  sufficient  to 

General  Belliard  was  sent  by  them  to  the  em- 
peror. He  declared,  *^  that  from  their  position, 
the  eye  could  penetrate  without  impediment  ais  far 
as  the  road  to  Mcjusk,  in  the  rear  of  the  Russian 
Bimy ;  that  they  could  see  there  a  confused  crowd 
of  •  flying  and  wounded  soldiersy  and  carriages 
cetreating;  tbat  it  was  true  there  wais  dtill  a 
twrioe  and  a  thin  copse  between  them,  but  that 
-the  Russian  generals  were  so  confounded,  that 
they  had  no  thought  of  turning  these  to  any  ad- 
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vatiti^9  iimb  iu  ^hortroafy -a  MffimsMA'iwm 
reapsaxied  to  anrive  ia  the  middle  of  tfant  di«69diifit^ 
to  seal  die  ennoyVdiBceitifitim^^  and  terwiinti^  iUie 
wat  K'  *  .•  I ,     • . .      .! 

TheempeTot^cmevdryslUl  liQ0iMtaelieiidk»4dr«l 
that  gencralto  gaBOfLlodk  ugani)  Md  idTotutn  «id 
bring  hnn  word«:  BeHiav^  miipm^vfitnb.Bgd.x^ 
tmned  widif  alli  spfffd^  hefre|^oftedi  ''that  theieMmy 
faegaD  to  thini:  bfiiter  of  tt/^  that  ihe  cofae  .w«a al- 
ready ttnied  witli  his  marksBMn:;  that  tshe  dppoTtaSaibf 
V4IS  abotttfto  .escape;  that  there  wm  not  a  mdiaert 
to  be  lost,  otherwise  it  would  require  a  sefcQi»d 
batlift  to  terminate  theilrst  V\ 
,  But/Bessiaras^  whb  had  juat.  retatned  fiatn  the 
bejghts'te  which  Napoleon  had  isent  him  Aeexairatie 
j^  ati&tttde  .of  die  Riissiaan»  mterted^  diat^f^inr 
ftem '  bfting  hi  dia^rder^  thay  faadt  roifcreaiiKLteia 
eeMaid  positaon,  where  Ihfey  seemed  te  be  pirfspain^ 
fyx  a &esh  attack."  Th6  emperor  AiA  $M  t^Bt^ 
liardy  ''That  nodiiag  was  yak  aaffldtntliriioratettad: 
«bat  to  taake  htm  gite  lua  rewrves^  fae.whutedtb 
see  more  dearly  upon  his  ches84»ard.'^  This  wab 
his  expressicai)  which  he  rq>eated  sever  A  tiams,  at 
the  same  time  pomtin^  to  the  great/  redoaht, 
egainat  whidi  the  eflforts  of  ptinte'  £2i^Bieikid 
bden  inaffeetoaL 

.  BeUtaid^  ia  couatiBmatmik,  ntumed  to  iAta^kiBg 
of  Naples^  and  informed  him  of  the  inspoBsibHitj^af 
moying  the  emperor .;  he  said^  i^  he  bad  ioiitidL^iiim 
adll  seated  in  the  eame  placoj  iwitii  it  auttbriig  and 
dejected  air^  his  features  sakik>  and  a  diiUlook; 
giving  hia  orders  lai^^raiiitigljr^  ik  the  midsfrj^f  these 
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Araniihil'wwliihft  aoiite^  t0  vhieb  hetwemod  oom* 
^toiiiya  rtrangrrV  utU  tlM  nocrantv  Nef^r^ftmoufi, 
«kA  itemed  Brntsfhy  Ub  miuA  wmi  vmneisued 
ekaraeter,  exclaimed^  ''  Are  they  then  come  so  far^ 
tobewrtufiedwilhafield  ofboUibl  What  busi- 
Mm  haS' the  emperor  in  tiie  rear  of  the  army? 
These  hn  krodly  mthia  »eaoh  df  reverie  and  not  of 
Tictory*  Sntoe  he  will  no  longer  make  war  him- 
ndf,  fiaee  he  b  no  looger  the  general,  as  he 
imiiMB  to  be  die  emperor  every  wh^e»  let  him  re- 
tan  r  to  iifae  XoiUeries^  and  leave  ns  to  be  generals 
ibr  hinP' 

Murat  was  more  oahn ;  he  veoolleetBd  having 
nenthe  anperM,  the  day  before,  as*  be  was  riding 
akmg  oboewing  that  part  of  the  enemy's  Ime^  halt 
asv^ntl  timos,  dbmoniift^  and  with  his  head  nesting 
upon  the  cannea»  rmiain  there  some  tima  in  the 
Miitmie  of  eaflBsri^g.  He  knew  what  ^  restless 
tngh*  be  had  passed^  and  that  a  violent  and  in- 
eesMml  oaugb  eat  sbort  bis  breathiog.  .  The  king 
giieKad  tbat.&tigoe  and  the  fiirst  attacks  of  the 
aqmnoa  had  shafcen  hie  weakened  frame,  and  that 
m  dwrt,  at  >that  oriti(»l  miiment,  the  action  of  his 
l^enitis  -  was  ta  a  aaanaer  ofamued  down  by  his  body ; 
w&idi  had  sunk,  under  the  triple  load  of  fatigue,  of 
fever,  and  of  a  malady  which,  probably  more  than 
any  adier,pTOMtates  d»e  moral  andpby  sieal  strength 
•£  ha  vietiqis* 

Sl&U,  farther  ineiteventi  were  not  wanting ;  for 

;  dioftlyj  afker  BcUiard>  Daru^  urged  by  Dumas,  and 

particularly  by  Bertbier^  said  in  a  low  voice  to  the 

caapes(nr,  ^  that  firom  dl  aides  it  was  Ike  cry  that  the 

moment  for  sending  the  guard  was  now  come/' 


be'  another  iialttie  t^irtof rcifw,  whtmiiriny.linnftf T/ 
The  mimster  urged  tio<jMlithievvmtfpf4|(jdtioJsaetfo^ 
tBe  fit^'thne,  fhc  etn^oror^puUmg^offtiH  dieiadHy// 
row,  and  adjourning  hb  natortf.  .  !     /    r.*  oH. 

'  ''.:'    '   "/CHAP.  XI:-   '''       •'  •■'•  -  ^  "^ 

Barclay,  howerer,  with  the  rights  k«pl  kiplti 
mbdt  obstinate  straggle  with  Prince  Eugisne.  Th(».t 
latter,  infnnedtaf etf  aftei* '  the  ccpturd  of  BorodiDQ^ 
paMed  thtf  Kdlosa  tri  the  fwat  of  tfae.a3em]r'e  gfeali 
redoirbt;    Hlore,  partieutttrly,  the  Ruanana?  had ' 
csdaiTtfted  npon  their  stbep  hfeighlai,  aanrouniked'hy. 
deep  and  tnoddjr  ravine^^uponbtircMhan^iDni^upoa'  • 
thiefir  ehtrenohmenliB,  defendM  by^heaVf  aitittarTi*' 
and  upon  80  pieces  of  cannon,  planted  ^^the  Ji^oot ' 
derB  of  these  banks,  bristUng  witih  fire  and'  ftakimli 
But  all  these  elements,  art,  and  iiatute,  eveiry  ihiiig/ 
failed  them  at  once:  assdiled'by  a' ftvit  famsbroftl 
that  French  Jury ^  which  has  been  so  celebrated^ 
they  saw  Morand^s  soldiers  appear  suddenly^  ia.tke 
midst  of  them,  and  fled  in  disordfair.  •  •  <: ' 

Eighteen  bundred  men  of  the  30th  vegimeiH, 
with  general  Boniiamy  at  their  head, had  Jui^mdde 
that  great  effort.  That  regiment,  single  against  >» 
wlnfle'army,  ventured  to  attack  it  witli the  bayot 
net;' 'it  was  enveloped,  crushed,  and' driven  odtiaf- 
the'Vedbobt)  where  it  left  a  third  of  its  men,  and 
its  intrqnd  general  pierced  through  with  twenty 
woundy.  . 


(:  3*»'  ) 


Mftiwrat,jifiiiO{Ii£i4rtarrived}lmt^th^  daybdbi^  from 
tfae^heoit  i^fi  S|iaii^  fmaiok  ;bi«ia(il£  i  cpnspienMiB ;  he 
wtmtiM.'B,  'toIttotMR^  en^  .on^lwt^ .  at  Urn.  thend  of 
the  most  advanced  ahatpf^hiMtej^.iaflifi  he, had 
come. there  to  represent  the  army  of  Spain^  in 
the  midst  of  the  gr§fl^,a£BB|[« .  ^nd,  inspired  with 
that  rivalry .  of  glory  which  makes  heroes,  wished 
to.  exhibit  it  at  the  he^d,  ah^  the  first  in  every 
dftQger.\      4   . 

f  'H^ifeHmnauiided  in^.thai'tM  fiwiu>naiited<(Hlli>fe;;fi>r 
the  t  triumph  vfM :  «b6rt4ired  i  Jbe. :  attack;  *  wBnted 
cQDoeip^'ieitfiet  from;:psettt«tali0]i  m>.  the  ftrpti^^smSf 
ami^-  01  tocn  great  slowBtesfl  ift  ithe^K.i^to  ^(dioKeii  < 
They  had  to  pass  a  ra«iiM>  wlmie  daptbpxoMcMi 
.  iist^^ttim  rim  enemy *a  fire^  lit ia affirmed  vibataEdmy. 
o£iittyr>troopa;halted  there.;)  Meirand, |;heiefore»  .WW ' 
Iel(  labiiftiii  tlnffade  tol  aaireral  &tis9}0n  Mvm^  Jt- 
waa'yetxonly  teno?blo(dE«  rFiriaad^  wiko  wa«^.;«^>hMf:, 
right^Audtnot  yet  commeaMted  the  asbtaak  of^Semeii*  i 
owadta  ;  ;  snd^  oa  hb  >  hltr  the  .  diimiona .  ^Qeffurdi 
Btoussiecv  and  the  Itldinn.  gufirdi  were  not  yet  io, 
liiia^»'  ■•.  1   ; : 

liiiii  a^ttack,  beaidepi  should  not  have  been  m^a^e' 
so  precipitately:  the, intention  had  beea  <Hily  to 
keep 'Barolay  in  cheek  and  occupied  on  thait  side^ 
thd/batlie  having  been  arranged  to  begin  by  the 
right  m'mg^  and  pivot  on  the  left.  This  was  the 
.cmperer'a  pian,  and  we  knovr  not  why.  he  himself 
-aBiared  it  at  the  moment  of  its  execution ;  for  it 
.was  he,  who  on  the  first  discharge  of  the  artillery, 
sent  different  officers  in  succession  to  Prince  £u- 
gene,  to  urge  his  attack. 
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prise,  rushed  forward  in  all  directions.  Kutilsof 
and  Yer moloff  advanoed  at  ijbeur  h&tiA  iAtb  w  DdK>- 
Itttioa  WOTthy  of  ao  great  an  oceasiM.  Enemira^oi 
by  their  saceess^  the  RtigsiaaB  w«e  no  iatkgftr>iai^ 
fied  with  defeyidiag  themaeiMit  tbe)r  atfeiqked:.  in 
their  tura«  Then  ware  seen  -aaitedl^  on .  tfei  ainghi 
pointj  all  that  waa  possesfed  of  akill,  etrengtK  find 
ftity.  The  French  stood  firmibr  Sduc  hourB  onilie 
descent  of  that  volcano,  under  the  shower  of  in» 
and  lead  whi<di  it  vomited-  forth«  Bftt  to  do  lim 
required  all  the  skill  and  detenninBtian  of  Priaee 
Eugene,  and  the  id^a^  so  inmfportaUo  to  long-inc-^ 
toviMs  ai^dierSy  of  confessing  tfadaadves  van* 
quished* 

Sack  division  ehanged  its  gen^eal  sevwal  tiawst 
The  viceroy  went  frcrni  oao  to  theothericUMnglii^ 
entreaties  OAd  leproaohes^  and^  abovie  alL,  msiolik 
ing  them  of  their  former  viotoiioBU  He  saftt^to  ^ 
prise  the  emperor  of  his  critical  ettuetioD  ;  but  rN*- 
foleon  replied,  '^^ That,  he  could,  not. aesiit  liM4 
that  he  must  conquer ;  that  he  bad  only  totmebe'a 
greater  effort;  that  the  heat  of  the  battle  Si^as 
there/*  The  prince  was  rallying  alibis  fiNreestD 
make  a  general  assault,  w'ken  suddenly  bia  atteih 
tion  was  arrested  by  furious  cries  prooeediD^  feoai 
his  left*  » 

Ouwarof,  with  two  r^ments  of  cavalry^  iod 
some  thousand  cossacks,  had  attaoked  bb  reseise, 
which  had  fallen  into  disorder  ;  he  ran  tUtherit- 
etantly,  and,  seconded  by  Genenda  Dehoni  ^snd 
OmdAc^  soon  drove  away  that  troops  which  was 
more  noisy  than  formidable;   after  which  he  i^ 


t«nied't»  pttt  hiftHlfelflrt'fke  heAd  of  a  decisive  at- 

-i.^wai  alloift'^il^tSIn^  ffafttMurckt,  for^iisd  to  re-^ 
Anai  uuk^e  dH  the  {tfitiii  inhere  he  eofiimaiided^ 
Ind  teofc^ibr  Ahe^iBNirAtiiie,  to  his  In'otter^nJaw; 
to  dmripbhi  of  the  k»0e»  which  his  eavalry  were  siis^ 
tUmag^  inim^th^  Bmmm  tMdps^  p¥dtected  by  the 
fedoufafai  whkh  weile  dpposed  to  Prince  £}ugfene« 
ff^VL^otsif  f^uested  thie  biivalrj  of  ^he  gvLsitA,  with 
Whofite-  tiSffetinetf  he  could  turn  the  entrenched 
lM%htt)  and  desttoy  them  alon^  wit%  the  army 
wUob  Aefilbctod  th^fai*? 

•  The  Bmp&rifT'  w^bied  to  giyi&his'cdMent,  anA 
statin  seareh  idf  B6Sii€rrd»,who  eomdiatid^  that 
guard.  Unfoi^tuhately  they  could  not  fihd'  the 
nmteal^  who  had  gone  to  look  at  the  balttle  some- 
Vhltt«MliMfh  mhb  €*mpwor  watted  nearly  an  hour 
iiMiMt  Ae  teMIt  itnpatietlce^  or  repeating  hid  or^ 
^^Itnd  %Ykfn  ^  marshal  returned^  he  received 
4iim  ^trilh  *  pieaten%  looky  heard  his  report  quietly, 
and  allowed  him  to  advance  as  far  as  he  mighft 
decin  it^  eonVetiient. 

'  Bftt  it  was  no  linger  time  to  think  of  making 
Ifce  whole  Russian  arxiy  prisoners,  or  taking  entire 
jpetaession  of  Russia ;  the  field  of  battle  was  all  he 
it^ml  HhAj  to  gaim  -Kutusof  had  ibund  leisure  to 
reconnoitre  his  positions ;  he  had  strengthened  him- 
>*rifbf*fertifyfaig«ll  the  points  of  difficult  appi'oach 
iriMi '  remained  to  hhn,  and  his  cavalry  covered 
AtphHu 

Tbe  RiAsians'  had  thus,  for  the  third  time,  re- 
BMircid  tbrir  left  wing,  opposite  ^Ney  and  Murat. 
The  latttt  sumlnoncd-  the  cavalry  of  Montbrun, 


(     94A    ) 

who  IiimI  been  killed*  €leiienl"GafaUiBOoiitli'jnio^ 
ceeded  him ;  he  found  the  aide8<ide*caiB{>  o£  thennf 
fiirtunate  Motttbrim  in  tew»  for  tkbe  htm  4if i  ibeir 
oommander.  ''.Follow me/'  uid  he  t»  thbm, 
''weep  Bot  £or  him,  but  come  «Ad  Metigeilfti 
dlei^hr. 

The  king  pointed  out  to  him  the  enemy '« Ireih 
wing;  he  muet  break  dirough  it»  and  push  oiiias 
fur  as  the  breast  of  their  great  bittlery ;  wbei^  *k&ti, 
dttring  ihe  time  that  the  light  oavalrf  ia  folia/wing 
up  his  ad?a»tage»  he,  Caulaincourt,  must^tarn  suit 
denly  on  the  left  with  his  cuirassiers,  in  order -i^ 
take  in  the  rear  that  terrible  redoubt  whose  fitie  is 
still  mowing  the. ranks  of  the  viceroy. 
.  •  Gaulainoourt's  reply  was,  "  You  shall  see  me 
thereporesently,  alive  or  d^ad/'  He  immediately  set 
off,  overthrew  all  before  liimrAnd.tnnmigsQddeBijr 
round'  on  the  left  with  his  cuitaaabrs,  vnaa  the  fint 
to  enter  the  bloody  redoubt,  when  he  was  stnid^ 
deed.. by  a  musket  balL  '  His-eopquiatnlwlbis 
tomb.  I  - . . 

They  ran  immedmtely  to  acquaint  jtbe  eitipemr 
with  this  .victory,  and  the  loss  which  ii<had*rolxai- 
;iioned.  The  grand^querry ,  brother  of  tiul  i*fiNh 
.tuoate  general,  listened,  and  was  ati  Jfirst  peteifedt 
faut  he  soon  summoned  courage  fi^inst  thii(  mis- 
fortune, imd,  but  for  the  tears  which  sil^otityce^psed 
down  his  cheeks,  you* might  have  thpugktjthabJia 
£dt  nothing.  The  epiperor,  uttering  m  e«diUBft- 
tion  of  sorrow,  said  to  him,  "  You  have  hcMdilb^ 
news,  do  you  .wish  to  retire  ?'*  .Bqkt  ss  at  that  DW 
ment  we  were  advancing  aguiust  the  Qwmj^  th? 
gramirequerry  .made  no  reply ;  hp.  did  not  reiire ; 
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he  oidy *  half '  imitotend  MmsMf  'id  tbaiik  -  the  em^ 

pBTov^iakid  to  refiise* 

White  tills  ddterrmk^  chnirge^  o£  cavalry  ivas 
esedatiiig,  the  ticeroy,  with  his  infantry/ Was  on  the 
ptint  of  Madiiillg  the  month  of  this  voleano,  when 
suddenly  he  saw  its  fires  extinguished,  its  stndne 
di»a|>peer,  and'  its' dimtnit  glitteriag  with;  the 
mombleand  resplendent  armettrof  our<cQflras»rs. 
.l%eie  h^hts^  hiBiirto  RuBSV^h,  hltd  n6w<1>ecomi 
Franeh;  he  hastened  forwi^i'd  to  share  atidteratb- 
Mkle  the-  viotory,  and  to  gtrengdieu  -hmoisdlf  in  thiat 
libsitfion.  •  "  '    •  ..»..( I- ;. 

i'  But  t^  Russians  had  not/ yet  abandoned  it; 
they  returned^  with-  greater  obstinady  and  iury  to 
ihe  attack ;  suoeessivetyasthey  w^re  beai  ftack^by 
mr'itilMps,  dvey  were  again  rallied  by  their  gtt^ 
liaaflftyiaiid  finally  the  getater'  part  perisiled  at  Ihe 
fioot  otthem  waikfti  which.' they  had*  contributed  to 


/  • 


iFovftuilalety,  their  last  attacking  column}  pre^ 
sented  itself  towards  Semenowska  and  the  great 
Mdoabty  without  its  artillery^  the  progress  of  which 
]Hid>nb'dbid>t^  been  retarded  ^by  the  rayines.^  Bel- 
'MaMk  had  barely  >tiine  to  collect  tiiifty  cannon 
.agdfa»t>dils  inikntry.  *  They  came  almost  close  to 
Aft!  months  of  our  piecesy  which  overwhelmed*  them 
so  apropos^  that  they  wlieeled  rounds  and  retreated 
•wiiiiottt '  being !  evta  able  to  deploy.  Murat  and 
Bdliiid  tiben  said,  that  if  they  had  had  at  that 
iiidmettt  ten  thousand  infantry  in  reserve;  their 
-vietcKry  would  have  been  decided ;  but  that,  being 
Induced  to  tboir  cavalry,  they  considered  themselves 
•ibrtttnate  to  keep  possession  of  the  field  of  battle. 


<  a«)  ) 

OiiidBA4e,Gt6tchy,  by  bMgniilary  eiAdi  r^j^eated 
charges  on  the  left  of  the  great  redoubt,  secured 
the  victory^  and  scoured  the  plain.  But  it  Vas 
impoesible  to  pursue  their  fugitive  rettiuabtsr; 
fresh  raf?ine8»  with  armed  redoubts  behiud  thein, 
protected  tfaetr  attacks,  and  covered  thtir  retttai 
They  defendisd  themselves  with  fury  until  the  ap- 
proadi  of  nigbt»  covering  iii  this  manner  die  great 
road  to  Moscow,  their  holy  city,  theilr  mAgaxin^,  * 
jkbeir  dep^t,  their  place  of  refnge. 

From  this  se^cond  range  of  heights,  their  arffllery 
overwhelmed  Hie  first  which  they  had  abandoned 
to  us»  The*  viceroy  was  eblig^  to  conceal  las 
.panting,  exhausted,  and  thinned  lines  in  the  hdl- 
loWfl  of  the  ground,  and  behind  the  halMestroy^d 
antrenchmMts.  The  soldiers  were  obliged  to  get 
4ipoa  their  knees,  and  crott(ih  i!hemselves  up  bbfaind 
.these  shapeless  parapets.  In  tfadt  painCod  posture 
they  remained  for  several  hours,  kept  in  chedt'hy 
the  enemy p  who  cM:ood  in  d(ec|k  of  them.  ^ 

It  WAS  about  half-f>ast  three  o'dock  when  Ihb 
lafit  victory  w«s  achieved ;  there  had  been  severti 
.ancdh  during  t)he  day ;  each  cerps  auccesstveif  fkU 
(that  which'  wias  opposed  to  it^  wHhout  being^ablr to 
ititke  advantage  of  ^  success  to  decide  4he  faatdiry  ^ 
not  being  su^fKirted  in  proper  time  by  tbe  r^ih^, 
leach  hajbted  exhausted.  3Mt  at  laat  aU  .tilie  firat  (tin 
•tacles  were  overcome}  i|ie  firing  gradually.  fUMSk- 
«nad,  and  got  4;o  a  grater  distance  ^r^oim  ifae  em- 
pcmr.  Officers  wereeoming  in  to  him  frtyn  attjwA. 
£aniatowski  and  Sebasliani,  ^tftcir  ^  oibatwia^^ie^ 
jkeat,  were  also  victorious.  J!he  enemy  hdWd, 
and  entrenched  himself  in  a  new  poi^laon.   It  was 
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tg^\^8  ^^^  '^^^  MBmuMtion  was  exkautted,  and 
tli^. battle  ond^.  . 

^  ^^ilifird  then  vwtwioed  for  tbe  thif d  time  to  tiie 
^jffj^rfiX,  wbQ9e  9uff^mgs  appeared  to  hare  in- 
cr^fife4«  He  nttoui^ed  bb  horse  with  diffieuky^  and 
rp4^4<^ly  ^^l^wg'ttbe  Jb^gbAsof  6enie^  He 

*  fopod  a  fic^ld  of  battie  impi^vfeatly^  gained,  as  tbe 
«aQiny/s.buUetSj  and  oren  their  musket  balk^  atiil 
disputed  tbe  possasfiioii  of  it  with  usv 

In  tbe  midst  of  these  warlike  noisei^^und  the  sloH 
^MlPiW  ardour  of  Ney  aod  M«iral»  he  continued 
alwiQ»  in  tbe  same  state»  his  gait  despondkg,  and 
b|s  ,Toice  languid*     The  sight  of  tbe  Ruastaas, 
bofrentr,  and  tbe  noise  of  ^their  cootimied  firing, 
iff^m^d  again  to  inspire  him;  he  went  to  take  a 
«vi^^  of  their  last  position^  and  even  wished  to  dtire 
liJffigff,  from  it.    But  Mufat,  pointing  to  the  scanty 
Dffliatns.  of  his  own  troops,  declared  tbat  it  wM9d 
xtf^f^p  the  guard  to  finish;  <m  wfakh,  Besaieres 
continuing  to  insist,  as  he  always  did,  ob  the  im- 
pprtaof^  of  this  corps  €C6lite,  objected  ^  tho  distance 
djije  .emperor  was  £rom  his  reinforcements;   tiiat 
.Efjprof  e  was  between  him  and  France ;  tbat  it  was 
.  ini^ifp^saUe  to  preservej  at  least,  that  bandfnl  of 
^Id^eii^  which  was  all  tbat  remained  to  answer  for 
J^4^ijf'*    As4p  sfi  it  was  tbeii  ^w^  lour  to'elodt, 
SfiJf^t:»d^i^  *"  ^^t  it  was  too  iate;  tJnt  ibe 
imSW  :l«!93  ^tre^gtbaAWg  luHW^lf  in  bia  last  posi- 
^ififOLi  and  tbajtit  would Mqviro  a  aacri6oe.tif  saveral 
ifYMf  •  t)u>usfindsy  without  any  adequate  reai^/' 
ii^i^pfdaon  .then  tl^iigbt  of  nothing  but /to  moom- 
mapd  tbe  v^etoca  to  be  prudent.    Afterwards  be 
retumedt  sfbiU  at  tbe  same  slaw  paee,  to  bis  tent. 
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that  Ind  bao  exeetod  bejK^d  tba  ^a|itecy,:,i|hrh 
was  carried  two  day 9  before,  and  in  Crofit  |9f  vbfcli 
he  bad  remained  ewr  since  the  m/fftWjtgsW^  q^most 
moiionles&  spectator  of  all  the  vic^wiMldl^^f  ift&t 
terriMeday..  ,  .  ono 

As  he  was  thus  retiirning^  he  caUad  JllpcjkM^to 
him,  and. ordered  him  \^  to  mabs  the  yoHPg  mrd 
Qow  advanoe,  but  on  no  aocoujoit  to  pass  th^Mw 
ravine  which,  separated  os  from  the  .enemy*" .  <J^e 
added^  ^  that  he  gave  him  in  chargjp  to  0Wrd 
the  field  of  battle;  that  that  was  all  he  i^eqpSffA 
of  him;  that  he  was  at  liberty  to  do  whate^qj^e 
thought  necessary  for  that  purpose,  amd  Wtltjl^g 
jf^Qtif  He  recalled  him  shortly  after  to  -aig^  ''if 
he  had  properly  understood  him;  ^^"OWJpfidf^ 
him  to  malce  no  attack^  but  merely  to  .fp^i^^e 
field  of  battle."  An  I^aur  afterwsirds  he  %wMo 
JhVQito  jceitorate  th^*  order,  ''cueither  pprfi^yy^^jfi  nor 
retrisat,  whatever  might  h^pei^"  .  ,;  :    «  *aiij0H 

.  *  ^. aid  ilu' 

,   .    -     .  •«  .rym 

CHAP.  XII.  ^  M-tiUwrn 


AFRER^he  had  retired  to  his  imtj  ffiMt  «iiital 
avgpiish  was  added  to  his  preimus  -phylitfih  d^pir- 
tion.  He^had'Seen  the  field  ^  battle  ^'^|>ladMHiM|d 
spolqen  much  more-knidly  than  ment  ^the'^riMktfty 
which  he  had  so  ^^ageriy  pufiued^  anft  Aia^jiiitly 
bought,  was  ii^omplete.  Was  tbiaiie-w^.jMd 
always  pushed  hb  successes  to  the  iairthait^iMw- 
ble  limits,  whom  fortune  had  just  found  cold  and 
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iMKsltf  e,  at  a  tine  when  she  was  <y(fering  him  hef 
latftftnmin? 

*tt)e  loMes  were  certainly  immense^  and  out  of 
ifll  proportion  to  the  adrantages  gained.  Every 
one  around  him  had  to  lament  the  loss  of  a  friend, 
&  MiMkm,  or  a  brother ;  for  the  tate  of  battle  had 
AAm  on  the  moitt  distinguished.  *  Forty-three 
genetals  had  been  killed  or  wounded.  What  a 
ttoaming  for  Paris !  what  a  triumph  for  his  ene^ 
nrfas !  what  a  dangerous  subject  for  the  refteetions 
cf  «Qerraany.  In  Jus  anny,  even  in  his  very  tent, 
4ietory  was  silent,  gloomy,  isolated,  even  without 
Artfeerers! 

The  persons  whom  he  had  summoned,  Dumas 
ami;  XXartt,  Hstened  to  him,  and  said  nothing ;  btit 
Ihefar  atfitude,  their  downcast  eyes,  and  their  silence, 
ifptlkt  more  eloquently  than  words. 
.  It  was  now  ten  o'clock.  Murat,  whom  twelve 
faoanf  ^hting  had  not  exhausted,  again  came  to 
aak  Mm  for  the  cavalry  of .  his  guard.  ^  The  ene« 
Hiy^s  army,''  said  he,  ^  is  passing  the  Moskwa  in 
kaste  Bni  dinrder ;  I  wish  to  surprise  and  extin- 
^vah  it.*'  The  emperor  repelled  this  sisdly  of  im* 
sanderate.  ardour  ;*  trfkerwards  he  dictated  t^e  bul* 
ktin  of  the  day. 

-  *'4fa  tMned  pleased  at  announcing  to  Europe, 
Mlher  honor  Us  guard  had  been  at  all  ex- 
By  some  this  care  was  regarded  as  a  re- 
of  sAlf«-love ;  but  those  who  were  better 
thought  <very  diftenrently.   They  had  never 
•Urn  display  any  vttn  or  gratuitous  passion, 
their  idea  was,  that  at  that  distance,  and  at 
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ihd  heftd  oi  aft  surMy  of  feffeigMii^»  whe  hi^  a0 
other  bond  of  union  but  victory,  he  bad  ^iidgafl  it 
indispensable  te>  pr^sel^e  a  seleet  «id  d^ytited 
body* 

.  His  enemies^  iot  focti  wduld  hmt^  no.Umgw  any 
thing  to  hope  from  fields  o£  battle  a  neitbet  Us 
deaths  a»  lie  hud  txo  need  to  eKpose  ha  persoitia 
ordisr  ta  insuire  suoeese^  dor  a  vlirtoryj^  ae  hio  geniw 
waa  sufficient  at  a  distance^  eren  without  bririgiqg 
liturwaid  his  reterrei  Am  Itmg,  iberafens,  ad  tliia 
guard  ramaiaed  untovched^his  real  poimer  and  thai 
width  h#  derived  from  opinion  would  semaiD  en^ 
tif  e«  It  seemed  to  be  a  sort  of  security  fta^.  hatt^ 
tifgmoA  U»  idUes*  »l  well  as  agaiaat  hia.  eneaoies  i 
an  ithat  aoeount  he  took  so  imeh  pains  to  ktfena 
^ro^e  o£  the  pieserTatiDn  of  that  JbaddaUr  ■*- 
serre ;  and  yet  k  scarcely  mnounted  t»  ^%a09 
idtei^of  whbm  caore  tlian  a  tUrd  weae  new  recnlftsu 
r  Tliese  were*  power&l  motn^es,  b|ittfaagrtfid»iiBt 
atall^atisfy  toan  who  knew  that  eacAltentiaa^sMi 
atay  be  ibund.  for  eommitting  the  greateab  faoUls 
Th^  all  a^^reed,  ''  that  they  had  asen  An  httOa 
3iKfh  hdd  bten  tvon  in  tha  maraii^  on  <3it  sig^ 
ktaUt  w4ietre  it  was  farouraUe  to  ua,.aaMl  egrtfafta 
successively  in  front,  a  contest  of  mere.  s^R^ftH 
aa  in  the  infancy  a£  the  art !  it  was  a  batlfe  wMbowt 
sexf  flm,  a  mer^  victory  of  soldnvs^  t athtt  thav  af 
a>genenl !  Why:  so  tench  preoipitariion  to  owrt«he 
the  ^eaay,.  withr  an  army  pantimr^  eacftauita^  and 
wtaah^ied  ?  and  when  we  had  cwsfii  up  with  Wh^i^ 
negleet  to  ctf mpkte  hia  diacontfitinre!,  and  r^iaia 
Mending  aad  mutilated^  in  the  midat  of  anientnfgafll 
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VtftiMi;  in  iKfttteftie  deserto,  and  4it  800  leagues' 
iisksmc^  ftMM  otir  ^s^fees  ?^' 

Marat  then  exclaimed^  '^  That  in  this  great  day 
hb  had  not  reoognized  the  genius  of  Napoleon !" 
The  viee»oj  GOYtferaed  '*  that  he  had  no  conception 
wiaf  omM  be  the  roAson  of  the  indecfision  which  I 

Ma  ad^ed  fe^i^  had  th^mn  ;^'  Ne^y  when- he  was 
MbtfA  M  for  Ud  opinion,  was  singularly  obstinate 
m  adTifflng  him  to  retreat* 

'Tfa0te  idoha  who  tald  never  quitted  his  pwson, 
AmtHfi,  diat  ih6  MnqwtM  of  so  nsany  nations 
Ind  teBM  otrMeotte  by  a  btondng  fweit,  andl  above 
itt'by  a  Irtal  rttom  of  thttt  pafakftil  nudady  wlaeh 
^noBf  fi^lMt  tatovetbent^  and  all  fesng  and  tttmag 
H  (ittfiM  in  hitib.  Xhey  then  qis^ted^the 
«Udk  1M  himsittf  had  written  in  ttaiy  «fite«ik 
yiMva  b«ftttb  i  <^  Healtii?  is  iiidispensable  in  m», 
dMi  ndttea^  <Mii  «e|dati&  it  ;*'  knA  the  eMtamatitM^ 
wdm^tdBomky  pf^fttMt,  whidi  h6  iiad  nttet ea  on 
llMefdKitt»-i«f  AiMlMItt ;  '*  OVddnet  is  worn  ottfe 
OtUfil^ ^AlbiAWjiifih  fbr  War;  I  shall  btf  goOdfiRf 
iiirf  Mtf hmgM,  ttfter  ifHii^h  I  liknst  He  by.*' 
)  iMlrMg  tlK  night,  «h«  Au^ftiahfl^  iMd^  fisHMsible 
d0<4Mtl^^  ^4ciAiiy,  by  Oitk  tiiteeaMnab|e  tlamoUfsl 
If Wt  tttM^ttf  {her6  #8)1  to  Aleift,  close  t(V  tiie  en^ 
^Hvdi^i  tirttt  Thu  M  ^uard  itras  actnally  obliged 
t6  Mil-t»  MHif  a  ^tohlstan«ii  wMch,  after  a  vio- 
td^r  ^eemedMshHSngl  The  aMfjf'  feinained  mo-' 
Honlesa  tttiA  t^fxm,  or  ratfferit  might  be  said  that 
tIMe  waa  Mlmfgelr  an  army,  bnt  a  single  van* 
IfiMM.  Tlh6  te$t  of  the  troops  wdfe  dispersed  over 
the  field  of  battle  tor  carry  o#  the  wounded,  of 
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whom,  diero  were  aO«0(X)«  .Th^j  WRl^  4a}|iM^tta 
the  great  abbey  of  Kolotakei  l9^p  lAfljpHf 9niA»-AM» 
rear.  ■   .    •,    .  A-.'ri 

*  Larrejr.the  Burgeon  in  dUef>h4i^goft{lak<»MW»l^ 
ants  friHn  all  the  regimeota ;  ihe^mtiWamefrktiA  ffe 
joined,  but  all  was  insttfficimt.  .  ftejh^fWifi^i  QWW 
plaiiiedyiaa  printed  nairative>  that  na  Ueop.  ]ia4 
been  left  him  to  procure  Ihe  most  ne^ea^ary  artklm 
in  the  surrounding  villagea. 

The  emperor  thea  rode  Qff^t  the<fie)d  of.batiloK 
Qever  did  one  present  so.  hoi^jrible.  an.  fl(9«fyr'^ 
ance«  Ewrj  thing  ^muiurred  jte  make  it.«}o:i<A 
gloomy  sky^  a  cold  rain,  a  violent  wind,  ;hciyBf|| 
burnt  lotaah^ft,  a  pl«w  turned  t^p^y^tur^jr^tftt^Wed 
with  ruins  and  rubbishy  in  the  4i9taMe.  ttbe  Aitd  wA 
QfOQfine  Tlsi:dure.0f  the  trees  of  the^n^t^jL  atjUimik 
i^oaming  about  in  all  dtf^tipup,  a^4  hUtttiDg  ,l!!it 
proairioBS»  even  in  the  haffssB^  <4t  ti!)iM?  4^ 
<KMnpanto]|s ;  .  henrible  wonn^,  fmr  thf^,  ftiiw^ 
mmkr^iballs.  are  largper  than  ouiy ;  sil^p^^t^Y^afli^ 
no  singing  or  story-telliag-r^  gi^epogr  t^oHwrnily^  ^ 

Round  the  eagles  nfere  seen  J;be  renMUfijy||g,4ffi- 
cerfl  and  subalternsi,  and  a  few  soldierly  soDppeijr 
enofigh  to  protect  the.  colo^iuu  Their  ;9lotb^,^M4 
been  totn  in  the  fury  of  (lie  copibatr  yeygjb|»jj^ei|^ 
with  powdeir,  and  spotted  wi^  l)lood ;  apd  y<^j# 
thcniidst  of  their  ri^,  their  misoiyjiand  #f|S^ep;i^ 
they  had  a  peoud  look,  and  at  the  Vgl^'^I^Aimh' 
peror»  uttered  some  shoutf  of  trium^^^jlyi^J^|^ 
were  rare  and  eiLoited ;  for  in  this.a|rn|y,.aapiiJ4f^ 
at  once  of  analysis  and  enthttsiasniy  ffcasf^  one  4Ka» 
sefisible  of  the  positiqn  of  alL. 


(  ^^^f  ) 

'  'Pirtsilck  fictldieris  are  not  easily  deceived;  they ' 
W^e^'asM^i^d  fd  ttnA  so  many  of  the  enemy 
killed,  80  great  a  nmnber  wounded,  and  so  few 
pHsoftersi  there 'bfiAilg  not  800  of  the  latter.  By 
th«  htimber  of  these,  the  extent  of  a  victory  had 
been  fbmierly' calculated.  The  deed  bodies  were 
raAer  a  proof  of  the  courage  of  the  vanquished; 
tiian  the  dvidenee  of  a  victory.  If  the  rest  re^ 
treated  in  such  good  order,  proad,  :tfDd  so  Httle 
dycouraged,  what  signified  the  gain  of  a  field  of 
baittle?  In  such  extensive  countries,  would  there 
ever  be  any  want  of  ground  for  the  Biosiians  to 
flghton?  ^    .    ;. 

^  As  for  us,  we  had  already  too  much,  and  a  grea* 
Aenril  more  than  we  were  able  to 'i^tain»  •^Cotddr 
ttat'  ht  called  conquering  it  ?  The  long  and'  stuaS^bt 
kttrifW  whicli  w^  had  traced  with  so  mueh  dliB> 
ifi^  tHm  kowno,  aeto»B  sands  and  ashes,  wettl4 
it?  not  elose  behind  us,  like  that  of  a  vessel  on  an  im^ 
isHftise  ocean !  A  few  peasants,  badly  armed,  might 
easily  eii^e  att  ti^aces  of  it. 

In  fact  they  were  about  to  carry  off,  in  the  rear 
of  the  army,  our  wounded  and  our  marauders. 
]B|ftehundred  stragglers  soon  fell  into  their  haMkb^ 
MAl  tiUethat  sotne  French  Soldiers  arrested  in  4hii 
MaAiiei'>  affected'  to  join  these  cossacks ;  they  assists 
#f  them  in  making^  fresh  captures,  until  fitididg 
iliemseflves  sufficiently  numerous,  with  their  new 
pfisonefs,  they  collected  together  suddcfnly,  ati4 
sbtm-  rid  themselves  of  their  unsuspecting  enemiesi 

The  emperor  could  Ifiot  value  his  victory  other* 
wise  than  by  the  dead.    The  ground  was  strewed 
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to  such  a  degree  \Vith  Frenc|imeii»  extendisd  ptds- 
trate  on  the  redoubts,  that  they  Appeared  to  be* 
long  more  to  them  than  to  those  who  ren^amed 
standing*  There  seemed  to  be  more  victors  kUled 
there,  than  there  were  still  living. 

Amidsl;  the  crowd  of  corpses  which  we  wercf 
obliged  to  march  over  in  following  Nape1eon»  the 
foot  of  a  horse  encountered  a  wounded  many  and 
extorted  from  him  a  Ust  sign  of  life  or  of  suffer-? 
ing.  The  emperor,  hitherto  equally  silent  with  his 
victory,  and  whose  heart  felt  oppressed  l^y  thd 
sight  of  so  many  victims,  gave  an  exclamation; 
he  felt  relieved  by  uttering  cries  of  indignati(tut^ 
and  lavishing  the  attentiops  of  humaiiity  an  this 
unfortunate  creature.  Tq  pacify  bim«  somebody 
remarked  that  it  was  onlj^  a  Eussi^n^  but  he  n* 
torted  warmly^ ''  that  after  victory  there  are  no  ene- 
mies, but  only  men!"  He  then  dwpersed  the  6fi$c6M 
of  his  suite,  in  order  to  succour  the  wouoAeS^ 
who  w^re  heard  gro£^ning  in  every  direction.        ' 

Great  numbers  were  found  at  the  bottom  flf 
the  ravines,  into  which  the  greater  part  of  ^ht 
men  had  been  precipitated,  and  where  many  hM 
dragged  themselves,  in  order  to  be  better  protecM 
from  the  enemy,  and  the  violence  of  the  mek^kbt^ 
Some,  groaningly,  pronounced  the  name  of  their 
country  or  their  mother ;  these  were  the  youngest-i 
the  elder  ones  waited  the  {Approach  of  deaift,  sonie 
with  a  tranquil,  and  others  with  a  sardonie  mr, 
without  deigning  to  implore  for  mercy  or  to  com- 
plain ;  others  besought  us  to  kill  them  outrigllt : 
these  unfortunate  men  were   quickly  passed  by. 
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having  xmthff  (he .  useless  fity  to  assist  tfaetti^  nor 
th^  cruel  pity  to  put  aa  end  to  their  sufferings. 
-  One  of  theses  the  most  mutilated  (one  arm  and 
hiB  trvnk  bdugall  that  remained  to  him),  appeared 
so  animated,  so  full  of  hope,  and  even  of  gaiety, 
tbfit  an  attempt  w^  made  to  save  him.  In  bearing 
him  aloag,  it  w^s  remarked  that  he  complained  of 
wfiSsring  ia  the  limbs,  which  he  no  longer  possessed; 
tbiQ  i^  a  common  case  with  mutilated  persons,  and 
seems  to  afford  additional  evidence  that  the  soul 
remains  entire,  and  that  feeling  belongs  to  it  alone, 
and  not  to  the  body,  which  can  no  more  feel  than 
it  can  think. 

The  Russians  were  seen  dragging  themselves 
along  to  places  where  dead  bodies  were  heaped  to- 
l^h^r,  anil  offered  them  a  horrible  retreaL  It  has 
beea  ajBBrmed  by  several  persons,  that  one  of  these 
pOQC.&Uovs  lived  for  several  days  ia  the  carcase 
Q^.fl  \w(ne,  which  had  been  gutted  by  a  howitzer, 
and  the  inside  of  which  he  gnawed.  Some  wer6 
peen  strajightening  their  broken  leg  by  tying  a 
toi^icb  of  a  tree  tightly  against  it,  then  supporting 
tfiCiKWelTes  with  another  branch,  and  walking  in 
IjbiA  mwmer  to  the  next  village.  Not  one  of  them 
Qi^ed  a  gYoen. 

;.  JPeihap8»  when  far  from  their  own  homes,  they 
Ifl^ic^  lieaa  for  companion.  But  certainly  they 
appeajied  to  svpport  pain  with  greater  fortitude 
than  the  Fiench ;  not  that  they  suffered  more  cou- 
ngeouftly,  but  that  they  suffered  less ;  for  they 
have  \e9M  feeling  in  body  and  mind,  which  arises 
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from  their  being  less  civilizea^  m^  frflp  %Ub^iP^  vr 

b^g  hardened  by  the  climat^.      .       <  r*  -rt  .fod  to 

During  this  melancholy  review,,  the  iQ|i)pf^o%^ 
vttin  sought  to  consple  himself  with  a  cjtieering^^U^ 
siori,  by  having  a  second  enumeration  made  of  the,; . 
few  prisoners  who  remained,   and  collecting  ,<?f- 
gether  some  dismounted  cannon;  from,  sewn -to  .^ 
eight  hundred  prisoners,  and  twenty  broken  caiw  .. 
non,  were  all  the  trophies  of  this  imperfect  victory*    : 
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At  the  same  time,  M urat  kept  pujUiiotg  tjbg 
Russian  rear-guard  as  far  as  Mojaiskiljhje,  i:f#d 'J 
which  it  uncovered  on  its  retreat  was  perfept^^;.:;; 
cleur,  and  vnthout  a  single  fragment  of  men,  /car.^ ;  ^ 
riages^  or  dress.  All  their  dead  had  beenbuni^^  :h 
for  they  have  a  religious  respect  for  the  dead«.p  ^  f  ,..> 

At  the  sight  of  Mojaisk,  Murat  fancied  hiJfmf^.  > 
already  in  posesssion  of  it,  and  sent  to  inform;^,:..: 
emperw  that  he  might  sleep  there.  But  the  I^l|^f^|.  ,: 
rear^^ard  had  taken  a  position  outside  the  .waj^  » 
of  the  town,  and  the  remains  of  their  anny:weF^(.V 
placed  on  a  height  behind  it..  In  this  way.tl;\ey 
covered  the  Moscow  and  the  Kalouga  roadd.     .    *. 

Perhaps  Kutusof  hesitated  which  of  these  imp . 
roads  to  take,  or  was  desirous  of.  leaving  us  ip  ,, 
uncertainty  as  to  the  one  he  had  taken,  whicii 
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wttf  ^<^'cy^e.  Besides,  ihe  Eussians  felt  it  a  point 
of  honour  to  bivouac  at  ohl^  four  leagues  from  the 
sc^i''6fi6ti  yictotj.  That  also  allowed  them 
thile  t<y '  diseticumber  the  rpad  behind  th^m,  and 
ckfii^  aWay  theft"  fragments. 

^Their  attitude  tvas  equally  firm  and  imposing  as 
befttre  the  battle,  t^hich  we  could  not. help  adnur- 
ingi  but  somet'hing  of  this  was  also  attributable 
to  the  length  of  time  we  had  taken  to  quit  the 
field  of  Borodino,  and  to  a  deep  ravine  which  was 
between  them  and  our  cavalry.  Murat  did  not 
perceive  this  obstacle,  but  General  Dery,  one  of 
his  officers,  guessed  it.  He  went  and  reconnoitred 
the  ground,  close  to  the  gates  of  the  town,  under 
the  Russian  bayonets. 

But  the  king  of  Naples,  ijuite  as  fiery  asi  at.  the 
begkfning  of  the  campaign^  or  of  his  military  l|ife, 
madd  nothkig  of  the  obstacle ;  he  summoned  fiis 
cavalry,  called  to  them  furiously  to  advance^  to 
diarg^  and  break  through  these  battalions,  gat^, 
and  walls!  In  vain  his  aide-de-camp  urg^dthaiov- 
poflribifity  of  effecting  his  orders ;  he  pointed  outf  to 
him  the  army  on  the  opposite  heights,  which  com* 
msfided'Mojaisk,  and  the  ravine  where  the  remains 
of  diot"  cavalry  were  about  to  be.  swallowed  up; 
Murat, ' in  greater  fury  than  ever,  insisted  ''that 
Aef  toust  march,  and  if  there  was  any  obstacle, 
they  would  se^  it.''  He  then  made  use  of  insult- 
ing phrases  to  urge  them  on,  and  his  orders  were 
aboM  to  be  carried, — with  some  delay,  nevertheless, 
for  there  was  generally  an  understanding  to  retard 
execution,  in  order  to  give  him  time  to  re- 
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fleets  a^  to  alk>w  tune  far  ft  <xM)iiKter«ajr4^  "VW^ 

8D  Urn  time*    Mnr^t  was  #atifvfie4  ^itli.  eiqpt][Mng^ 
his  cannon  and  powder  911  spgie  ^rwkfB  w4^K9i^ 
gjing  cofifiacka  Sy  wliom  tiP  wa»  »lmo9t^  inrff<9vpi4^ 
mid  who  attacked  him  w^t^h  ffjgbtfiii  bow.U? 

This  fikirmishHi  lK>werart  was  su^iently  ^eri^ilft 
to  add  tp  the  losses  of  the  preceding  di^^j  as  gm^r, 
ral  Belliard  wa^  wovnd^d  in  it.    .Tj^  oSf er,  ffbft 

W4fi  e  gro«kt  )Qf|6  tQ  ]yf vret,  w^p  »mplpy«d  i©  wcfo^. 

QOHring  th^  l^fjl;  af  the  ev^my'^  pontioo,    A«  H  w^ 

approAQjukblej  tbe  8t|;ftck  fthovld  b4?e  b^n  w»4e  <oi^. 
that  ridip;  hut  Murat  fiever  t]if>i|ght  of  qpy  thi^g 

but  striking  wbat  was  immediately  befwfi  hja^  .... 

Th^  emppr^r  only  arrived  on  <fee  field  pf  INrttle. 
at  Right^falli  escorted  by  a  v«yy  (seble  4etaa))inf  9t 
lif  adyan«^4  towards  M<^aisk>  At  9  ^  ffl^Wfff . 
pace  than  th^4ay  beforp,  wdw)  (K^mpktelyitalKtp. 
that  he  neither  seeirned  t#  be»r  the  neim  (i(^f»4^ 
gagemeati  npr  that  of  the  bullet^  ffhkb  "^499 
wWstWug  er»^n4  hin>.  .  r  >Ht 

gpnie one  9tQppe4  hiWt  m4  ppi*t^  o»t  tq'jflm 
the  ewmy'a  rear-guer4  b^iwj|».hMifta»4*lW!)i^^ 
«nd  00  the  heights  behind*  .tl»e.^ef  vff^amwi^ 
SiOpQQO  men*  Tbi9  <iight  1¥«b  •  pf ftof  10C  tihe^N»«(H(^ 
pleteneas  ^f  his  ^ctwy,  And  bpw  UittJe  tk»  w<pi)i 
were  diw^ouraged  i  but  be  teemed  qtuteiMwenqiMf 
Qf  it;  be  listened  to  4be  r^pof^  with  ft  d^ocW 
and  listless  air^  aqd  r^turj^^d  to  pleep  M  ^  viJtiJBe 
89m?  little  4i9ta99P  ei^Tj  whieh  WM  vitbtn  rea^b  «f 

tbe  ei»ei)ay>  fir?. 
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'  Tlief  Rtariflan  autaom  liad  <?riumphed  over  htm } 
heA  it  iwi'beefa  idt  iShtit,  perhaps  the  whole  of  Rcissia 
wddlcE  have  yielded  to  cor  arms  on  the  plains  of  thp 
lldsikwa;  its  premaiuTO  inelemeqcy  was  ^  moat 
seasonable  assistance  to  their  enipire.  It  was  on 
the  6flt  of  September,  the  very  day  before  the  great 
battle !  that  a  hnrrii^aQe  announeed  its  fatal  com- 
mepcement.  Ever  since  the  night  of  that  day,  a 
hnming  fever  had  dried  up  his  blood,  and  op* 
pressed  his  spirits ;  he  was  quite  overcome  by  it 
during  flie  battle,  an^  Hhe  state  of  su&ring  he  en- 
dnred  for  the  five  following  days  arrested  his 
aiflreh,  and  bound  up  his  genias.  This  it  was  which 
pmd*ved  Kutusof  Aom  total  ruin  at  Borodino,  and 
allowed'  him  time  to  rally  the  remainder  of  his 
amy/and  withdraw  it  from  our  pursuit. 

'  Chi  ihe  9tii  of  September  we  found  Mojaisk  un« 
dh^fedy  and  still  standing :  but  beyond  tt  the 
friKfliy%  rear^guard  on  the  heights  which  command 
it^'  iuad^kieh  their  ahny  had  occupied  the  day  be* 
ftW;^^  Some  of  our  troops  entered  the  town  for 
the  pnipose  of  passing  through  it  in  purHmt  of  the 
Mifkif,  and  others  to  plunder  and  find  lodgings  for 
tilMielTes.  They  found  neitii^r  inhabitants  nor 
^UNrt^geM,  but  merely  dead  bodies,  which  they 
sMW  ^Uiged  to  throw  out  of  tHe  windows^  in  order 
«0  'fffHt  themselves  under  oover^  and  a  number  of 
^yi^  eoldieirs  who  were  all  ooDected  into  one  spot. 
Vhen  last  were  so  nmnetous,  and  had  been  so 
soatttered  about,  that  the  Russians  had  not  dared 
to  set  fire  to  the  habitations;  but  their  humanity, 
which  was  not  always  so  scrupulous,  had  given  way 
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to  the  'dsiire  ef-ftnng  on  dib  -flrrt  FMlrieb<  tA^ 
MWanter^  wfakh  they  did' ^AlL^slMifet  the  offtdt^ 
quence  was  that  this  wooden  town  was  soofi^'^l^ 
im  ti^  Mid  a  part  of.  thief  aiifbrtisnate  Jmnifided 
whom  they  had  abandtmad^  wene  c<niaomed:iii  tlie 
flimea*  *  ••  '■ 

*  While  we  worn.  Mddng  •attempts  to  aam  thei*; 
liftjr  Toltigeam  lof  the  38d  'elknhed^  the  heighls/tif 
which  tlw  enemy's  cavalry  anid  artill^*  sttU  odmi 
pied'  diO'  smnmtt.  The  Franoh  army  which  ^ImlA 
halted  uad^  the  weUr  of  ftfojaisk,  waa  8urf>rfse£bal 
seeing  •  this  haadfot  ef  men^  acsMered  about  dn'OAk 
jtnoonmi  declinly,  «elunig  witk  their  fim'tho«is|itidi 
of -the  edemy^a  ea^alry «  All  aJti  ome  what  lia£b«dki 
fttoaeea  rfaappenedrfeevebal  of  the  ewnyV^aqM^ 
dranspttk  thednelves  in  motion,  andift  aaitisistttaifi^ 
rounded  these  JboldleU€ii^ii>wiiOnmilediale^^ 
wd 'kept  faeittg  and  AnAg  wi  thehs  in  aHdlftetiMd) 
but  they  were  so  few  in  the  midst  o£mjla«jg|i^)>faill| 
lead*  the  BUBd>er  ef  eovnlvy  idtoelt  thitoiify^  so 
|^ceat»  thai  therj^  aeoal  diaappeafed  ^frett^t^ei^^JMft 
A  general  :ea:olaitiatieae£8firtow  buret 'JTitttiltttte 
wMe  of.  oar  lines.  £veay;oned[>tthe  aeldiei^tPMl 
htrneck  stretefaedy  and  Ua^ eye  fi:Ked, f clbmell^Al^ 
enaii/siiiovemeBltB^  ehdend^amnfaired^  to  ^iilKhgtMl 
the  ikte  df  hia  ean^aaioaa  in  )ai«U.  nScaas>^Mtb 
kmelitia^  ibe  dietsnee^they  meft  at^and^iirii^if lb 
Btarokv  otlmra  meehankaky  loaded  tiieifviMisfailll 
or  crossed  their  bayonets  with  a  threateningeiivtt 
if  they  had  been  nev  enough  to  a£iii8ttfaem./'^91ieir 
(polos:  uremsemetimes  aaanimMedtelf  tiief  w«ii 
Sghting>/and'at  other  timeaosmttchdistresaedai  tf 
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Ita*  Mfltok;mM»9f JioneaiMcidbngi^dtiffiiq^oaftaint^Ptf 
Some  cried  out,  that  it  vas  our  men  firing,  snl 
filfiyddefinfllii^  thfnsdBea,.  .asDdntbsb  Afasy  immtiot 
>€^kA«t  '  In  fbot^iflTjRtiaabB  icn>miimndmg^<^^ 
lM^<4^t^:liefiil  UUdl  by  tfaer^ffi^er.aamnttuldiily 
tk^fei^aUlafics^-  yEhuk  V^mi  the  .lujr.Tin  wUbh)  hci 
ri6^«^4od^iir4iiwm0ti8^toUurMnderk  Oioyrtaifldityl 
\M^  SfHRfi.  liiiinlM;iQiig6r,iWlU3njaU  atr;€iaw;l^ 
MnQlljM  >iipiBiai}jr}  9£^3i^tandiad(aibfltianiAlzsc0iii9 
th^dftMtitt>/^maii^\  iaAim]dated:;afet|u83Jb»U[lJr6^ 
JMtffWM^//Mfwater  in;  oninj^mmjgt^tiikm^jmBUi 
<fctftadiifo>»  ifiipdr^>.;aiidk  at  ^Jast  idloinr  aaqtoiMb 
jlMHTiAcfte  jAi»:>limrffi4^4)£'4»rtiBe.  feUoirafiiaastiiD/of 
tfe«l^i9|El«iU)te  ;fi^Ubilf  kaltb^  olmhwk  ife  bf^;^  iMtew 

oa^iSb^^atiiid  ftiMfnai^sitMEni  thab  tfa^wercifnteMi 
in^vgo^Qiksljrito  i^aektlmn^  tfaey  dbapp^aM^ 

jftlhfiitfiieMWt  y^>^^  tMOMrtoiDUosbtbeou.  Thik 
AlMrtJhAllipy^  ^yjbadcd^me  st  Wite|)ak  atid  8«mm 
jMMka /AUdi/wb^kiiwm  ifllUl  mor^  *  rdmarkable^ '  the 
fsmpflliAiJl  «|<bHihiir/gmat  disiultar^  ^  M  int  tlMa 
flMMmfMPiceilKmtyti^  the  road  to 

fl^A^iMpitMP  pfOfioedod  at  .^ll.Jiaeeida  to#axdb 

icii>3riiey.imlx^d>i«  Isi^iOvdaya,  irith:aou]tiier  ffaod 
Am^  ^«rte4e(^  iwdthrmsad  wheat,. Tritho«»  fimfing 
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Rwnmi  amy.  Tbtt  amy^  alttacMigli  itaiaftfli^ 
only  fbrmed  ooa  ecmfused  nmiy  dM  tot  kaneb^ 
hind  it  a  single  fragment ;  auch  .was  the  naftlMBit 
$fmt  and  habit  of  obodienoe  in  it^  cdUc^Aiwdy 
and  sbgly^  and  so  tlMrongfaly  napiwicM  W«M 
Ira  witii  every  kmd  of  iaformaticm  as  -vmU  id 
Mionrctf  in  this  deaeited  and  thaMogUy  hmtill 
oountry. 

The  atmy  x>f  Italy  was  advaiicing  a*  sotn^lMgfM^* 
distance  on  tho  left  of  ihe  great  f oad^  and  <Mir^ 
l^riaad  some  of  die  amad  peasantry,  iriiD  wweflM 
aMurtoraed  to  fitting;  but  tkirir  maOUfit  wUh  « 
dagger  in  his  haiMl,  i-ndied  upoti(Wt  soMiiitt 
kke  a  madman:  he  estclaimed  that  he  haAoitf 
kmgar  a  reKgion^  ^tnpiite>  or  cM^try  to  defend, 
and  4hat  life  was  adioM  to  fate;  th^  weve  Wttlbgi 
faawet^r,  to  leave  hin»  that,  bat  4s  ht  iitteftipM& 
to  kill  th»  soMtei's  who  siwrdnnded  Vkbi- 1^^ 
yidded  to  anger,  and  his  widi  was  gi^atified'.  -    ^ '^ 

Netf  K4*yitiskoi^,  on  the  llth  e#  S€^t^ntfiH¥,  «h^ 
hostile  army  again  made  itA  ap^MMraiMer'fSrKliy 
astablished  in  a  strong  position.  It  iMd  itMdl^ed 
to  \tB  plan  of  looking  m<»w  to  the  ^tdtiMylA  iV^ 
ratreatly  than  to  th^  6nemy.  Thednke  df  TVeiliMi 
at  iltst  satisfied  Mnrat  «f  th^  ^osiAMiHyMn^ 
tacking  it  'f  hut  tlve  smell  of  powdeih  soon!  4A«NA^ 
fated  that  monarch.  He  comlliitted  hiihsblC"VM 
eUq^ed  Dafour,  Mortier,  and  tbeit  itife^ttf,  tb'sS^ 
▼ance  to  his  support.  This  consisted  of  tlk&i^ 
ftudns  of  Friand'fi^  division,  afid  th«  ;f oiiilg^  girUA: 
There  were  lost,  wilh^mt  the  teartt  n^SUy,  MOd 
mea.of  that  reserve  which  had  %e4n  M  ulWedsbn- 
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abijp.iqnred  mi  ihd  day  of  battle ;  and  Mortier  vru 
s^eoflgfcd^  4hat  ht  narote  to  the  csipetor^  that  he 
inmUr.noi  hmgn  Atj  Mnut's  oi^ers«  Fov  it 
trw^  J^5>Iettet  that  Aff  generals  of:  tho  TaiHgtmtd 
<»minit«iaated  vitb. Napoleon.  Nb:h&d  remaioed 
{ur  tipee  .daja  at  Moyaak^  oonfined  ta>  his  apatt*' 
rte«k#  still  CMmnmed  by  a  bundng  fevery  over^ 
whefaned  with  biiain68S>  md  worn  out  with  anxiety* 
Ak ;  if  iolentf  cel«l  had  depeihrad  hila  of  the  xae  of  his 
vMee.  Compelled  to  &tate  id  seven  pei^oaa  at 
onoe^  and  usable  to  make  hhnself  faeard^  ha  iweote 
tp  iUbnOb  papkii  t\m  heada  of  his  dtapatebes* 
Wiien  any  diffiealty  aniae/  he  tqpbftOKd  Uititaif  b^ 

sigivb: 

ji'TOkeM  waaamomeBt  tthen-Beasl^rea  anniiMratad 
to. 'him  all  tb*  geaeiib  who  weite?  wduadad .  on 
Ib^dny  of  tbe  battle.  Th^  fistai  liat  aiectod.liim 
aafpoigntititly^  that  by  a  mkot  effbrt  hc^  tetoovired 
liB  Toife^  dod  intosrviptad^  the  marabai  by  the  Md^ 
^ffp  aiplamatioB^  '*  Eight  days  at  Afoscbw^  and 
^WTpyfUl  be.  an  eod  of  it !" 
I.  ,|f|N|otimej  although  he  had  hitherto  plaeed  idl 
hw  fatqrity  in  that  capital^  a  victory  so  sanguinary 
maA  M  little  decisive  lowete^  his  hopes.  His  in* 
3^^q9(ions  to  Berthier  of  the  11th  <rf  September  for 
l^u^hlil  Victor,  exhibited  his  dbtress :  ^  The 
^^^^myv  attocked  at  the  heart,  no  longer  trifles  wi A 
qa  at  the  eatrettities.  Write  to  the  duke  of  Bel- 
Ihoo  to  direct  all^  infantry,  cavalry,  artillery,  and 
ifcdated  soldiers  to  Smolensk,  in  order  to  be  for- 
warded from  thence  to  Moscpw." 

In  the  midst  of  these  bodily  and  mental  suffer- 
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ings,  whidi  he  carefiiUy  concealed  from  his  army, 
Davoust  jQbtained  access  to  him ;  his  object  was  to 
oflfer  .himself  again;  notwithstanding  his  wound,  to 
take  the  command  of  the  van-guard,  promising 
that  he  would  contrive  to  march  night  and  day, 
reodi  the  enemy,  and  compel  him  to  fight,  withoot 
squandering,  as  Murat  did^  the  strength  and  lives 
of  the  soldiers*  Napoleon  only  answered  him  by 
extolling  in  high  terms  ihe  audacious  and  inex- 
hamtiUe  ardour  of  his  brother-in4aw. 
'  He. had  just  before  heard,  that  the  enemy's  army 
had  again  been  found ;  that  it  had  retired  upoa 
hb  right  flank,  towards  Kalouga,  aa  he  had  feared 
it  would ;  that  it  was  still  retreating,  and  that  his 
van-guard  was  already  within  two  days'  march  of 
Mmcow.  That  great  name,  and  the  great  hopes 
which  he  attached  to  it,  revived  his  strength,  and 
oa  the  12th  of  September,  he  was  sufficiently  re- 
covered to  set  out  in  a  carriage^  in  order  to  join 
his  vaiif^ard« 
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CHAP.  I. 

The  Emperor  Alexander,  surprised  at  Wilna 
amidst  his  preparations  for  defence,  fled  with  his 
dismiited  army,  which  he  was  unable  to  rally  till 
at  die  distance  of  a  hundred  leagues  from  that 
city,  between  Witepsk  and  Smolensk.  That 
Prince,  hurried  along  in  the  precipitate  retreat  of 
Barclay,  sought  refuge  at  Drissa,  in  a  camp  inju- 
diciously chosen  and  intrenched  at  great  expense, 
of  such  length  and  so  narrow  that  it  served  only 
to  indicate  to  the  enemy  the  intention  of  his  ma- 
iKBttvres. 

Alexander,  however,  encouraged  by  the  sight 
of  this  camp  and  of  the  Duna,  had  taken  breath 
bdund  that  river.  It  was  there  that  he  first  con- 
sented to  receive  an  English  agent,  so  important 
did  be  deem  it  to  appear  till  that  moment  faithful  to 
his  engagements  with  France.    Whether  he  acted 
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with  real  good  faith,  or  merely  made  a  show  of 
doing  so,  we  know  not :  so  much  is  certain  that 
at  Paris,  after  his  success,  he  affirmed,  on  his 
honour,  to  Count  Daru,  that,  **  notwithstanding 
the  accusations  of  Napoleon,  this  was  his  first 
infraction  of  the  treaty  of  Tilsit." 

At  the  same  time  he  caused  Barclay  to  issue 
addresses,  designed  to  corrupt  the  French  and 
their  allies,  similar  to  those  which  had  so  irritated 
Napoleon  at  Kluboko6; — attempts  which  the 
French  regarded  as  contemptible,  and  the  Ger- 
mans as  unseasonable. 

In  other  respects,  the  Emperor  had  given 
his  enemies  but  a  mean  opinion  of  his  military 
talents :  this  opinion  was  founded  on  his  baring 
neglected  the  Betesina,  the  only  natural  line  ot 
defence  of  Lithuania ;  on  his  eccentric  retifeat  to- 
wards  the  north  when  the  relics  of  his  army  were 
fleeing  southward  ;  and  lastly  on  his  ukase  rekt'^ 
tive  to  recruiting,  dated  Drissa,  which  assigned 
to  the  recruits,  for  their  places  of  rettdefcWM, 
several  towns  that  were  almost  immediateiy  oc^^ 
pied  by  the  French.  His  departure  from  flie  fiHtA^i 
as  soon  as  it  began  to  fight,  was  also  a  sulS^^^bf 
remark.  .       -    » I 

As  to  his  political' measures  in  bis  new  and^kk 
his  old  provinces,  atid  his  proclamations  kota  l^o- 
lotzk  to  his  army,  to  Moscow,  to  his'gfelt  tia^ioiH 
it  was  admitted  that  they  were  singularly  a<lat^ted 
to  persons  and  places.  It  appears,  in  fa^t;  tfeftt 
in  the  political  means  which  he  employed '<ii£te 
was  a  very  striking  gradation  of  encfrgy . 
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In  the  recently  acquired  portion  of  Lithuania, 
houseSi  inhabitants,  crops,  in  short  every  thing, 
had  been  spared  either  from  hi^rry  or  designedly. 
The  most  powerful  of  the  nobles  had  alone  been 
carried  off:  their  defection  might  have  set  too 
dangerous  an  example,  and  bad  they  still  further 
coounitted  themselves,  their  return  in  the  sequel 
would  have  b^en  more  difficult;  besides,  they 
were  hostages. 

In  the  provinces  of  Lithuania  which  had  been 
of  old  incorporated  with  the  empirei»  where  a  mild 
administration,  favours  judiciously  bestowed,  and 
a  loDgei:  habit  of  subjection,  had  extinguished  the 
qecpUection  of  independence,  the  ipen  were  hur^ 
ried  Away  wit]bi  all  that  t^y  <;pvdd  carry  off* 
Stil}  it  was  not  deemed  expedient  tp  require  of  a 
different  religion  and  a  nascent  patriotism  the 
destruQti<ui  of  property :  a  levy  of  five  men  only 
out.of  ev^ry  five  hundred  males  wa3  ordered. 

l^nt  in  Old  Russiai  where  religion,  superstition, 
igMmu^e,  patriotisms  all  went  hand  in  hand  with 
the  government,  not  only  had  the  inhabitants  been 
obliged  to  retreat  with  the  army,  but  ev!ery  thing 
that  could  not  be  removed  had .  been  destroyed. 
Those  who  were  not  destined  to  recruit  the  regu-* 
torn,  joined  tl^  owilitia  or  the  CQssacJcs. 

The  interior  qf  the  empire  being  then  threat* 
«M4i  it  was  for  Moscow  tq  set  an  example.  That 
capit9l>.  justly  denooupated  by  its  poets,  ''  Mo^- 
comwith}gUded  €upftMj\\^9i^  a  vast  and  motley  as* 
•emblag^  of  two  hundred  and  ninety-five  churches^ 
and  fifteen  hundred  mansions,,  wii^h  their  gardens 
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and  dependencies.  These  paltces  of  brick,  and 
their  parks,  interacted  with  aeat' houses  of  wood 
and  even  thatched  cottages,  were  spread  over  se- 
veral square  leagues  of  irregular  ground:  they 
were  grouped  round  a  lofty,  triangular  ftwtress ; 
the  vast  double  iaclosure  of  which,  half  a  league 
in  circuit,  contained,  the  one,  several  ^aces» 
some  churches,  and  rocky  and  uncultivated  spots; 
the  other,  a  prodigious  bazaar,  the  town  of  the 
merchants  and  shopkeepers,  where  was  displayed 
the  collected  wealth  of  the  four  quarters  of  the 
globe. 

These  edifices,  these  palaces,  nay,  the  very 
shops  themselves,  were  all  covered  witk  polished 
and  painted  iron :  the  churehes,  each'surmounted 
by  a  terrace  and  several  steeples,  terminating  in 
golden  balfe,  then  the  crescent,  and  lastly  the 
cross,  reminded  the  spectator  of  the  history  of 
this  nation :  it  was  Asia  and  its  religion,  at  first 
victorious,  subsequently  vanquished,  and  finally 
the  crescent  of  Mahomet  sut^ected  by  the  crass 
of  Christ. 

A  single  ray  of  sun-shine  caused  this  qitendid 
city  to  glisten  witba  thousand  varied  colouiSi  At 
sight  of  it  the  traveller  paused,  delighted  and  as- 
tonished. It  reminded  him  of  the  prodigies  wiA 
which  the  oriental  poets  had  amOsed  his  child- 
hood. On  entering  it,  a  nearer  view  served  but 
to  heighten  his  astonishment :  he  recogfii^ed  the 
nobles  by  the  manners,  the  habits,  and  the  dif- 
ferent languages  of  modern  Europe ;  wad  by  the 
rich  and  light  elegance  of  th^r  dress.    He  bdield» 
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wtth  surprise,  the  loieory  and  the  Asiatic  form  of 
those  of  die  tMdesmen ;  the  Grecian  costumes  of 
the  eottmon  pedple,  and  their  long  beards*  He 
was  strode  by  the  same  variety  in  the  edifioes : 
and  yet  all  this  was  tiqged  with  a  local  and  some- 
times harsh  colour,  such  as  befits  the  country  of 
wliich  Moscow  was  the  ancient  capital. 

When;  lastly,  he  observed  the  grandeur  and 
magaificenee  of  so  many  palaces,  the  wealth  which 
they  displayed^  the  ha»tf  of  the  equipages,  the 
multitude  tif  slaves  md  servants,  the  splendour  of 
those  goil^eous  spectacles,  the  noise  of  those 
sumptuous  festivities,  entertainmei^  and  rqoic- 
iogs,  which  incessanlSy  resounded  within  its  walls, 
he  fancied  himstif  transported  into  a  city  of  kings, 
into  an  assemblage  of  sovereigns,  who  had  brought 
with  them  their  manners,  customs,  and  attettdant;s 
firom  all  parts  of  the  world- 

They  were,  neveribeleis^  only  subjects ;  but 
opulent  and  powevfiil  subjects :  grandees,  vain  of 
dieir  ancient  nobility,  strong  in  their  collected 
numbers,  and  in  the  general  ties  of  consanguinity 
eontraeted  during  the  seven  centuries  which  that 
capital  had  existed.  They  were  landed  proprie- 
tors, proud  of  their  existence  amidst  their  vast 
possessions ;  for  almost  the  whole  territory  of  the 
govenraient  of  Moscow  belongs  to  them,  and  they 
tbere  Teign  over  a  miUioii  of  serfs.  Finally,  they 
were  nobles  resting^  with  a  patriotie  apd  religious 
pride,  up0n  **  the  cfadle  and  the  tomb  c^  their 
nobility" — for  .such  is  the  appellation  which  they 
^ve  to  Moscow. 
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It  seems  right,  in  fact,  that  here  the  nobles  of 
the  most  illustrious  families  should  be  bom  and 
educated ;  that  hence  they  should  launch  into  the 
career  of  honours  and  glory ;  and  lastly,  that  hi- 
ther, when  satisfied,  discontented,  or  undeceived, 
they  should  bring  their  disgust  or  their  resent- 
ment to  pour  it  forth ;  their  reputation,  in  order 
to  enjoy  it,  to  exercise  its  influence  on  the  young 
nobility;  and  to  recruit,  at  a  distance  firom  power, 
of  which  they  have  nothing  farther  to  expect,  their 
pride,  which  has  been  too  long  bowed  down  near 
the  throne. 

Here,  their  ambition,  either  satiated  or  disap- 
pointed, has  assumed,  amidst  their  own  depen- 
dents, and  as  it  were  beyond  the  reach  of  the 
court,  a  greater  freedom  of  speech :  it  is  a  sort  of 
privilege  which  time  has  sanctioned,  of  tirhich  they 
are  tenacious,  and  which  their  sovereign  respects. 
They  become  worse  courtiers,  but  better  citizens. 
Hence  the  dislike  of  their  princes  to  visit  this  vast 
repository  of  glory  and  commerce,  this  city  of 
nobles  whom  they  have  disgraced  or  disgusted, 
whose  age  or  reputation  places  them  beyond  their 
power,  and  to  whom  they  are  obliged  to  show  in- 
dulgence. 

To  this  city  necessity  brought  Aiiexander :  he 
repaired  thither  from  Polotak,  preened  by  his 
proclamations,  and  looked  fbr  by  the  ndbOfty  and 
the  mercantile  class.  His '  first  appearance  was 
amidst  the  asseihbled  nobility.  There  every  thing 
was  great — the  circumstance,  the  assembly,  the 
speaker,  and  the  resolutions  which  he  inspired. 
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voice  betrayed  emotion.  No  sooner  had  he 
ceased^  than  one  general,  simultaneous,  unanimous 
cry  burst  from  all  hearts  :-r-'<  Ask. what  you  please, 
sire !  we  offer  you  every  thing !  take  our  all !" 

One  of  the  nobles  then  proposed  the  levy  of  a 
militia ;  and,  in  order  to  its  formation,  the  gift  of 
one  peasant  in  twenty-five :  but  a  hundred  voices 
interrupted  him,  crying,  that  **  the  country  re- 
quired a  greater  sacrifice ;  that  it  was  necessary 
to  grant  one  serf  in  ten,  ready  armed,  equipped, 
and  supplied  with  provisions  for  three  months/' 
This  was  offering,  for  the  single  government  of 
Moscow,  eighty  thousand  men,  and  a  great  quan- 
tity of  stares. 

This  sacrifice  was  immediately  voted  without 
ddiberation-^aome  say  with  enthusiasm,  and  that 
it  'WM  executed  in  like  manner,  so  long  as  the 
danger  was  at  hand«  Others  have  attributed  the 
concurrence  of  this  assembly  in  so  urgent  a  pro* 
position,  to  submission  alone — a  sentiment  indeed, 
which,  in  the  presence  of  absolute  power,  absorbs 
every  other. 

They  add,  that,  on  the  breaking  up  of  the  meet- 
ings .the  principal  nobles  were  heard  to  murmur 
among  themselves  against  the  extravagance  of 
such^  mewnre,  ''  Was  the  danger  then  so  press* 
iBg  ?  Was  there  not  the  Russian  army,  which,  as 
they  were  told,  still  numbered  four  hundred  thou- 
sand men,  to  defend  them  ?  Why  then  deprive 
them  of  so  many  peasants !  The  service  of  these 
men  would  be,  it  was  said,  only  temporary ;  but 
who  could  ever  wish  for  their  return  ?    It  was,  on 
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the  contrary,  an  event  to  be  dreaded.  Would 
these  serfs,  habituated  to  the  irregularities  of  war,' 
bring  back  their  former  submission?  Undoubtedly! 
not :  they  would  return  full  of  new  sentiments  and 
new  ideas,  with  which  they  would  infect  the  vil* 
lages;  they  would  there  propagate  a  refractory 
spirit,  which  would  give  infinite  trouble  to  the 
master  by  spoiling  the  slave." 

Be  this  as  it  may,  the  resolution  of  that  meeting 
was  generous  and  worthy  of  so  great  a  nation* 
The  details  are  of  little  consequence.  We  well 
know  that  it  is  the  same  everywhere ;  that  every 
thing  in  the  world  loses  when  seen  too  near ;  and 
lastly,  that  nations  ought  to  be  judged  by  the  gen 
neral  mass  and  by  results. 

Alexander  then  addressed  the  merohants,  but 
nK)re  briefly :  he  ordered  that  proclamaticm  to  be 
read  to  them,  in  which  Napoleon  was  represented 
as  **  a  perfidious  wretch;  a  Moloch,  who,  with 
treachery  in  his  heart  and  probity  on  his  lips,  was 
staiving  to  sweep  Rusida  from  the  ftee  of  the 
earth." 

It  is  said  that,  at  these  words,  the  masenHoe 
and  highly  coloured  iacesof  the  auditors,  to^^irindi 
long  beards  imparted  a  look  at  onoe  antiqne,  ma* 
jestic,  and  wild,  were  inflamed  with  rage.  Their 
eyes  flashed  fire ;  they  were  seized  with  a  convul- 
sive fury:  their  stifiened  arms,  their  clenched  fists, 
the  gnashing  of  their  teeth,  and  subdued  execra- 
tions, expressed  its  vehemence.  The  effect  was 
correspondent.  Their  chief,  whom  they  elect 
themselves,  proved  himself  worthy  of  his  station : 
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he  put  down  his  name  the  first  for  fifty  thousand 
rubles.  It  was  two-thirds  of  his  fortune,  and  he 
paid  it  the  next  day. 

These  merchants  are  divided  into  three  classes : 
it  was  proposed  to  fix  the  contribution  for  each ; 
but  one  of  the  assembly,  who  was  included  in  the 
lowest  class,  declared  that  his  patriotism  would 
not  brook  any  limit,  and  he  immediately  sub- 
seabed  a  sum  far  surpassing  the  proposed  stand- 
ard :  the  others  followed  his  example  more  or  less 
closely.  Advantage  was  taken  of  their  first  emo- 
tions. Every  thing  was  at  hand  that  was  requi- 
site to  bind  them  irrevocably  while  they  were  3ret 
together,  excited  by  one  another,  and  by  the  words 
of  their  sovereign. 

This  patriotic  donation  amiounted,  it  is  said,  to 
two  millions  of  rubles.  The  other  govemm^its 
repeated,  like  so  many  echoes,  the  national  cry 
of  Moscow.  The. Emperor  aecepted  all;  but  all 
could  not  be  given  immediately :  and  when,  in 
order  to  complete  his  work,  he  daimed  the  rest 
of  the  promised  succours,  he  was  obliged  to  have 
recourse  to  constraint ;  *  the  danger  which  had 
oowed  some  and  inflamed  others,  having  by  thk 
time  pafsed  <^  to  a  distance. 
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CHAP.  11. 

Meanwhile  Smolensk  was  soon  reduced ;  Na- 
poleon at  Viazma^  and  consternation  in  Moscow. 
The  great  battle  was  not  yet  lost,  and  already 
people  began  to  abandon  that  capital. 

The  governor-general.  Count  Rostopchin,  told 
the  women,  in  his  proclamations,  that  '*  he  should 
not  detain  them,  as  the  less  fear  the  less  danger 
there  would  be ;  but  that  their  brothers  and  hus- 
bands must  stay,  or  they  would  cover  themselves 
with  infamy."  He  then  added  encouraging  par- 
ticulars  concerning  the  hostile  force,  whieh  con- 
dsted,  according  to  his  statement,  of  "one  bundved 
and  fifty  thousand  men,  who  were  reduced  to  tiie 
necessity  d  feeding  on  horse-ilesh.  The  Emperor 
Alexander  was  abo«t  to  return  to  his  faithful  ca- 
pital; eighty-three  thousand  Russians,  both  it- 
cruits  and  militia,  wi^  eighty  pieces  of  cannon, 
were  marching  towards  Borodino,  to  join  Kutusof." 

He  thus  concluded  :  **-  If  these  forces  are  not 
sufficient,  I  will  say  to  you,  f  Come,  my  friends, 
and  inhabitants  of  Moscow,  let  u&  march  too-)  i^e 
will  assemble  one  hundred  thousand  men:  we 
will  take  the  image  of  the  Blessed  Virgin,  and  one 
hundred  and  fifty  pieces  of  ctnnon,  and  put  an 
end  to  the  business  at  once  1^  " 

It  has  been  remarked  as  a  purely  local  sinp- 
larity,  that  most  of  these  proclamatioiffi  were  in 
the  scriptural  style  and  in  poetic  prose. 
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At  the  same  time  a  prodigious  ballbon  was  con- 
structed, by  command  of  Alexander,  not  far  from' 
Moscow,  under  the  direction  of  a  German  artificer* 
The  destination  of  this  winged  machine  was  to 
hover  over  the  French  army,  to  single  out  its 
chief,  and  destroy  him  by  a  shower  of  balls  and 
fire.  Several  attempts  were  made  to  raise  it,  but 
without  success,  the  springs  by  which  the  wings 
were  to  be  worked  having  always  broken. 

Kostopchin,  nevertheless,  affecting  to  persevere, 
is  said  to  have  caused  a  great  quantity  of  squibs 
and  other  combustibles  to  be  prepared.  Moscow 
itself  was  designed  to  be  the  great  infernal  ma^ 
chine,  the  sudden  nocturnal  explosion  of  which 
should  consume  the  Empwor  and  his  army. 
Should  the  enemy  escape  this  danger,  he  would 
at  least  no  longer  have  an  asylum  or  resources ; 
and  the  horror  of  so  tremendous  a  calamity,  which 
would  be  charged  to  his  account,  as  had  been 
done  in  regard  to  the  disasters  of  Smolensk,  Do* 
rogobouge,  Viazma,  and  Gjatzk;  would  not  fidl  to 
rouse  all  Russia. 

Such  was  the  terrible  plan  of  this  noble  de- 
scendant of  one  of  the  greatest  Asiatic  conquerors. 
It  was  conceived  without  effort,  matured  with 
care,  and  executed  without  hesitation.  This  Rus- 
sian nobleman  has  mice  visited  Paris.  He  is  a 
steady  man,  a  good  husband,  an  excellent  father: 
he  has  a  superior  and  cultivated  mind,  and  in  so- 
ciety his  manners  are  mild  and  pleasing :  but,  like 
some  of  bis  countrymen,  he  combines  an  antique 
energy  with  the  civilization  of  modern  times^ 
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His  name  henceforth  bebngs  to  history :  st31 
he  only  had  the  largest  share  in  the  ttonour  of  this 
great  sacrifice*  It  had  been  pf&vidnsly commenced 
at  Smolensk,  and  it  was  he  who  completed  -  it. 
This  resolution,  like  every  tlitng  great  and  entire, 
was  admirable;  the  motive  sufficient,  and  justified 
by  success ;  the  devotedness  unparalleled,  and  so 
extraordinary  that  history  is  obliged  to  pause  in 
order  to  fathom,  to  comprehend,  and  to  contem* 
plate  it.* 

One  single  individual,  amidst  a  vttst  empiyef 
nearly  overthrown,  surveys  its  danger  witii.itteady 
eye :  he  measures,  he  appreciates  it,  and  ventures, 
perhaps  uncommissioned,  to  devote  all  the  publk 
and  private  interests  a  sacrifice  to  it.  Tliougb 
but  a  subject,  he  decides  the  lot  of  tfie  State,, 
without  the  countenance  of  his  sovereign  r  it  ne« 
ble,  he  decrees  the  destruction  of  the  palaces  of 
all  the  nobles,  without  their  consent ;  the  protect 
tor,  from  the  post  whidi  1^  occupies,  of  a  numerous 
population,  of  a  l)iultitttde  of  opul^t  merchants 
and  traders,  of  one  of  the  largest  capitals  in  Europe, 

*  Const  RaitopcbiB,  Wd  Im&w,  Jus  written  tlM  he  had  t» 
iMuid  in  tbaft.greal  eyeat.:  but  we  canoot  belp  following  the  pplmqv 
of  the  RossUns  and  French,  who  were  witnesses  of  ai^l  uctos^  b 
this  grand  dram^  All,  without  exception,  persbt  in  attribiiiSBg 
to  that  nobleman  the  entire  honour  ci  that .  generons  resbltftfoii. 
Several  even  seem  to  tiiink  liiat  if  Ooinit  Riost0pdHn,  wiidrk  fK 
animated  bj.Af  same  npUe  sfiiit,  which  will  render  hi^  WfiBm 
imperishable^  stiU  reAises  the  immortality  of  so  great  an,actiiiMi|  it 
is  that  he  may  leave  all  the  glory  of  it  to  the  patriotism  of  the 
nation,  of  which  he  is  become  one  of  the  most  remarkable  cbA« 
racters. 
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he  sacrifices  their  fortunes*  their  establishments, 
na j»  the  whole  eity :  he  himself  consigns  to  the 
flames  the  finest  and  the  richest  of  his  palaces, 
9Bd  prwdand  contented,  he  quietly  remains  among 
the  resentful  sofferecs  who  have  been  injured  or 
utterly  ruined  by  the  mearare. 

What  motive  then  could  be  so  just  and  so  pow- 
erful as  to  inspire  him  with  such  astonishing 
assurance?  In.  deciding  upon  the  destruction  of 
Moscow,  his  principal  aim  was  not  to  famish  the 
enemy,  since  he  had  contrived  to  clear  that  great 
city  of  provisions;  nor  to  deprive  the  French  army 
of  shelter,  since  it  was  impossible  to  suppose  that 
out  of  eight  thousand  houses  and  churches,  dis- 
persed over  ao  vast  a  space,  thc^re  should  not  be 
left  buildings  enough  to  serve  as  barracks  for  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  men. 
•  He  was  no  doubt  aware  also  that  by  su^h  a  step 
he  would  counteract  that  very  important  point 
m  what  was  supposed  to  be  the  plan  of  campaign 
fimned  by  Alexander,  whose  object  was  thought 
to  he  to  entice  forward  and  to  detain  Napoleon, 
till  winter  should  ccHue  upon  him,  seize  him,  and 
deliver  him  up  defenceless  to  the  whole  incensed 
nation.  For  it  was  natural  to  presume  that  these 
•flames  would  enlighten  that  conqueror;  they 
-would  take  from  his  invasion  its  end  and  aim. 
They  would  of  course  omnpel  him  tQ  renounce  it 
mHule  it  was  yet  time,  and  decide  him  to  return  to 
lithuanm,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  winter 
quarters  in  that  country — a  determination  which 
was  likely  to  prepare  for  Russia  a  second  campaign 
moie  dangerous  than  the  first. 
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But  in  this  important  crisis  Rostopchin  per-* 
ceived  two  great  dangers :  the  one,  which  threat- 
ened the  national  honour,  was  that  of  a  disgraceful 
peace  dictated  at  Moscow,  and  forced  upon  bis 
sovereign;  the  other,  was  a  political  rather  than 
a  military  danger,  in  which  he  feared  the  seduc* 
tions  of  the  enemy  more  than  his  arms,  and  a 
revolution  more  than  a  conquest. 

Averse,  therefore,  to  any  treaty,  this  governor 
foresaw  that  in  the  populous*  capital,  which  the 
Russians  themselves  style  the  oracle,  the  example 
of  the  whole  empire.  Napoleon  would  have  r^^ 
course  to  the  weapon  of  revolution,  the  only  om 
that  would  be  left  him  to  accomplish  his  purposer 
For  this  reason  he  resolved  to  raise  a  barrier  of 
fire  between  that  conqueror  and  all  weaknesses, 
from  whatever  quarter  they  might  proceed,  wher 
ther  from  the  throne  or  from  his  countrymen, 
either  nobles  or  senators ;  and  more  especially 
between  a  population  of  serfs  and  the  soldiers  of 
a  free  nation ;  in  short,  between  the  latter  and 
that  mass  of  artisans  and  tradesmen,  who  form  ip 
Moscow  the  commencement  of  an  intermediate 
class — a  class  for  which  the  French  Revoliitioii 
was  specially  adapted, 

AH  the  preparations  were  made  in  silancQ, 
without  the  knowledge  either  of  the  people,  the 
proprietors  of  all  classes,  or  perhaps  pf  thdir  Em-* 
peror.  The  nation  was  ignorant  that  it  vy^as  9a>> 
crificing  itself.  This  is  so  strictly  true  that,  whw 
the  moment  for  execution  arrived,  we  heard  the 
inhabitants  who  had  fled  to  the  churches,  exe- 
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crating  thiB  destraction.  Those  who  beheld  it 
from  a  distance,  the  most  opulent  of  the  nobles, 
mistaken  like  their  peasants,  charged  us  with  it ; 
and  in  short,  those  by  whom  it  was  ordered  threw 
the  odium  of  it  upon  us,  having  engaged  in  the 
work  of  destruction  in  order  to  render  us  objects 
of  detestation,  and  caring  but  little  about  the 
maledictions  of  so  many  unfortunate  creatures, 
provided  they  could  throw  the  weight  of  them 
upon  us. 

The  silence  of  Alexander  leaves  room  to  doubt 
whether  he  approved  this  grand  determination  or 
not.  What  part  he  took  in  tins  catastrophe  is 
still  a  mystery  to  the  Russians :  either  they  are 
ignorant  on  the  subject,  or  they  make  a  secret  of 
the  matter : — the  effect  of  despotism,  which  en- 
joiaa  ignorance  or  silence. 

Some  tibink  tiliat  no  individual  in  the  whole 
empire  excepting  the  sovereign,  would  have  dared 
to  take  on  himself  so  heavy  a  responsibility.  His 
conduct  since  has  disavowed  without  disapprov- 
mg.  Others  ate  of  opinion  that  this  was  one  of 
die  causes  of  his  absence  from  the  army,  and  that, 
not  wishmg  to  appear  either  to  order  or  to  defend^ 
he  would  not  stay  to  be  a  witness  of  the  catas* 
trophe;   • 

As  to  the  general  abandonment  of  the  houses,  all 
the  way  from  Smcrfensk,  it  was  compulsory,  the 
Russian  army  defending  them  till  they  were  car- 
ried swohl  in  hand,  and  describing  us  every 
where  as  destructive  monsters.  The  country  suf- 
fered but  little  from  this  emigration.    The  pea- 
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sants  residing  near  the  high  road  escaped  through 
by-ways  to  other  villages  belonging  to  their  lords, 
where  they  found  accommodation. 

The  forsaking  of  their  huts  made  of  trunks  of  trees 
laid  one  upon  another,  which  a  hatchet  suffices  for 
building,  and  in  which  a  bench,  a  table,  and  an 
ims^,  constitute  all  the  furniture,  was  scarcely 
any  sacrifice,  for  those  serfs  who  had  nothing  of 
their  own,  whose  persons  did  not  even  belong  to 
themselves,  and  whose  masters  were  oUiged  to 
provide  for  them,  since  they  were  their  property 
and  the  source  of  all  their  income. 

These  peasants,  moreover,  in  removing  tihw 
carts,  their  implemeats,  and  their  cattle,  carried 
every  thing  away  with  tliem,  most  of  them  Imog 
able  to  supply  themselves  with  habitation,  dolli- 
ing,  and  all  other  necessaries :  for  these  >pe<^te 
are  still  in  but  the  first  stage  o£  civilisation,*  and 
far  from  that  division  of  laboar  which'  denotesc  tkb 
extension  and  high  improvement  of  comaieroeraiid 
fiociety.  i  ^  1 1^'« 

But  in  the  towns,  and  especially/ in -the  IgiKit 
x^apital,  how  could  they  be  expected  4#»  qutt  so 
many  establishments,  to  resign  so  mac^/^^pv^- 
^ncies  and  enjoyments,  so  much  wealth*  mtivnaUe 
and  immoveable?  and  yet  it  cost  little  or;a0in|oi:e 
to  obtain  the  total  abandonment  of  Moseaw  tbaii 
that  of  the  meanest  village.  There,  as  at  VMBD^t 
Berlin,  and  Madrid,  the  principal  apbles  bwitate^ 
not  to  retire  on  our  approach.:  for  with.!themrto 
remain  would  seem  to  be  the  saine  as  ta  4]vsCiay. 
But  here,  tradesipen,  artizans,  day-labouvers,.  all 
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thought  it  their  duty  to  flee  like  the  most  power-^ 
fill  of  the  grandees.  There  was  no  occasion  to 
command :  these  people  have  not  yet  ideas  Suffi- 
cient to  judge  for  themselves,  to  distinguish  and 
to  discover  differences ;  the  example  of  the  nobles 
was  sufficient.  A  few  foreigners  who  had  re- 
mained at  Moscow  might  have  enlightened  them ; 
of  ^ese  some  were  exiled,  and  terror  drove  away 
Ae  rest. 

It  was,  besides,  an  easy  task  to  excite  appre- 
hensions of  pro&mation,  pillage,  and  devastation 
in  the  minds  of  people  so  cut  off  from  other  na- 
tions, and  in  the  inhabitants  of  a  city  which  had 
been  so  often  plundered  and  burnt  by  the  Tar- 
tars; With  these  examples  before  their  eyes, 
tliey  could  not  await  an  impious  and  ferocious 
enemy  but  for  the  purpose  of  fighting  him :  the 
rest  must  necessarily  shun  his  approach  with 
horror,  if  they  would  save  themselves  in  this  life 
and  in  the  next:  obedience,  honour,  religion,  fear» 
every  thing  in  short  enjoined  them  to  flee  with 
all  that  they  could  carry  off. 

A  fortnight  before  our  arrival,  the  departure  of 
the  archives,  the  public  chests  and  treasure,  and 
that  of  the  nobles  and  the  principal  merchants, 
together  with  their  most  valuable  effects,  indi- 
cated to  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants  what  course  to 
pQfsn^.  The  governor,  already  impatient  to  see 
the  city  evacuated,  appointed  superintendants  to 
expedite  the  emigration. 

On  the  9d  of  September,  a  Frenchwoman,  at 
the  ridk  df  being  torn  in  pieces  h^  the  itiiieus 
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Mougiks^  ventured  to  leave  her  hiding*place. 
She  wandered  a  long  time  through  extensive 
quarters,  the  solitude  of  which  astonished  her, 
when  a  distant  and  doleful  sound  thrilled  her 
with  terror.  It  was  like  the  funeral  dirge  of  this 
vast  city;  fixed  in  motionless  suspense,  she  be- 
held an  immense  multitude  of  persons  of  both 
sexes  in  deep  affliction,  carrying  their  effects  and 
their  sacred  images,  and  leading  their  children 
along  with  them.  Their  priests,  laden  with  the 
sacred  symbols  of  religion,  headed  the  procession. 
They  were  invoking  heaven  in  hymns  of  lamenta- 
tion, in  which  all  of  them  joined  with  tears. 

On  reaching  the  gates  of  the  city  this  crowd  of 
finfortunate  creatures  passed  through  them  with 
painful  hesitation :  turning  their  eyes  once  more 
towards  Moscow,  they  seemed  to  be  bidding  a 
last  farewell  to  their  holy  city :  but  by  degrees 
their  sobs  and  the  doleful  tones  of  their  h3nnas 
died  away  in  the  vast  plains  by  which  it  is  sup* 
rounded. 


CHAP.  III. 


Thus  was  this  population  dispersed  iii  detail  (n 
in  masses.  The  roads  to  Gozan,  Wladimir,  and 
Yaroslaf  were  covered  to  the  distance  of  forty 
leagues  by  fugitives  on  foot,  and  several  unbrokM 
files  of  vehicles  of  every  kind.  At  the  samte  time 
the  measures  of  Rostopchin  to  prevent  dejection 
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and  to  preserve  order,  detained  many  of  these 
unfortunate  people,  till  the  very  last  moment. 

To  this  must  be  added  the  appointment  of  Ku- 
tusof,  which  had  revived  hope,  the  false  int^Ui* 
gence  of  a  victory  at  Borodino,  and  for  the  less 
affluent,  the  hesitation  natural  at  the  moment  of 
abandoning  the  only  home  which  they  possessed; 
lastly,  the  inadequacy  of  the  means  of  transport, 
notwithstanding  the  quantity  of  veihicles  which  is 
peculiarly  great  in  Russia ;  either  because  heavy 
requisitions  for  the  exigencies  of  the  army  had 
reduced  their  number;  or  because  they  were 
too  small,  as  it  is  customary  to  make  theoi  very 
light,  on  account  of  the  sandy  soil  aAd  the  roads, 
which  may  be  said  to  be  rather  marked  out  than 
constructed. 

It  was  just  then  that  KutusofF,  though  defeated 
at  Borodino,  sent  letters  to  all  quarters  announ*- 
cing  that  he  was  victorious.  He  deceived  Mos- 
cow, Petersburgh,  and  even  the  commanders  of 
the  other  Russian  armies.  Alexander  communi- 
cated this  false  intelligence  to  his  allies.  In  the 
first  transports  of  his  joy  he  hastened  to  the  altars, 
loaded  the  army  and  the  family  of  his  general 
with  honours  and  money,  gave  directions  for  re- 
joicings, returned  thanks  to  heaven,  and  appointed 
Kutusof  field-marshal  for  this  defeat. 

Most  of  the  Russians  affirm  that  their  emperor 
was  grossly  imposed  upon  by  this  report.  They 
are  still  unacquainted  with  the  motives  of  such  a 
deception,  which  at  first  procured  Kutusof  im- 
bounded  favours  that  were  not  withdrawn  from 
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him,  and  afterwards,  it  is  said,  dreadful  menaceSt 
that  were  not  put  in  execution. 

If  we, may  credit  several  of  his  countrymen, 
who  were  perhaps  enemies  to  him,  it  would  ap^ 
pear  that  he  had  two  motives.  In  the  first  place, 
he  wished  not  to  shake,  by  disastrous  intelligence, 
the  little  firmness  which,  in  Russia,  Alexander 
was  generally  but  erroneously  thought  to  possess 
In  the  second,  as  he  was  anxious  that  his  des- 
patch should  arrive  on  the  very  name-day  of  his 
sovereign,  it  is  added  that  his  object  was  to  ob- 
tain the  rewards  for  which  this  kind  of  anniversa- 
ries furnishes  occasion. 

But  at  JMbscow  the  erroneous  impression  was 
of  short  continuance.  The  rumour  of.  the  de^ 
struction  of  half  his  army  was  almost  immediately 
propagated  in  that  city,  from  the  singular  commo- 
tion of  extraordinary  events,  which  has  beeo 
known  to  spread  almost  instantaneously  to  prodi- 
gious distances.  Still,  however,  the  language  of 
the  chiefs,  the  only  persons  who  durst  speak, 
continued  haughty  and  threatening:  many  of.tiie 
inhabitants,  trusting  to  it,  remained;  b^t  they 
were  every  day  more  and  more  tonnented  by  a 
painful  anxiety.  Nearly  at  one-  and  the  aao^ 
momeint,  they  were  transported  with  rage,.el|etvated 
with  hope,  and  overwhelmed  with  fear. 

At  one  of  those  moments  when»  ei^er  |iirp$ti:a^ 
before  the  altars,  or  in  their  own  hoifs^^  b^ri^liie 
images  of  their  saints,  they  had  no  bop^e  but  in 
heaven,  shouts  of  joy  suddenly  reaounjded :  the 
people  instantly  thronged  the  streets  and  p^ublic 
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places  to  learn  the  cause.  Intoxicated  with  joy, 
their  eyes  were  fixed  on  the  cross  of  the  principal 
church.  A  vulture  hid  entangled  himself  in  the 
chains  which  supported'  it  and  was  held  sus-^ 
pended  by  them.  This  was  a  certain  presage  to 
minds  whose  natural  superstition  was  heightened 
by  extraordinary  anxiety;  it  was  thus  that  their 
God  would  seize  and  deliver  Napoleon  into  their 
power. 

Rostopchin  took  advantage  of  all  these  move- 
ments, which  he  excited  or  checked  according  as 
they  were  favourable  to  him  or  btherwise.  Hc^ 
caused  the  most  diminutive  to  be  selected  from 
the  prisoners  taken  from  the  enemy  and  exhibited 
to  the  people,  that  the  latter  might  derive  courage 
from  the  sight  of  their  weakness:  and  yet  he 
emptied  Moscow  of  every  kind  of  supplies,  in 
ord&r  to-  feed  the  vanquished  and  to  famish  the 
conquerors.  This  measure  was  easily  carried 
ihto  effect,  as  Moscow  was  provisioned  in  spring 
and  autumn  by  water  only,  and  in  winter  by 
irfedges. 

He  was  still  preserving  with  a  rdlic  of  hope  the 
or^i'  that  was  necessary,  especially  in  such  a 
IRght,  when  the  effects  of  the  disaster  at  Borodino 
appeared.  The  long  train  of  wourided,  their 
groans,  their  garments  and  Knen  di6d  with  gore ; 
their  liidst  powerful  nobles  struck  and  overthrown 
like  the  others— all  this  was  a  novel  and  alarm* 
ingf  sight  to  a  city  which  had  for  such  a  length  of 
thne  been  exempt  from  the  horrors  of  war.  The 
police   redotrWed    its  activity;    but  the  terror 
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which  it  excited  could  not  long  make  heiid  against 
a  still  greater  terror, 

Rostopchin  once  more  addressed  the  people.  He 
declared  that  '*  he  would  defend  Moscow  to  the 
last  extremity ;  that  the  tribunals  were  already 
closed,  but  that  was  of  no  consequence ;  that  there 
was  no  occasion  for  tribunals  to  try  the  guilty.'* 
He  added  that  "  in  two  days  he  would  give  the 
signal."  He  recommended  to  the  people  to  •*  arm 
themselves  with  hatchets,  and  especially  with 
three-pronged  forks,  as  the  French  were  not 
heavier  than  a  sheaf  of  com."  As  for  the  wounded, 
he  said  he  should  cause  **  masses  to  be  said  and 
the  water  to  be  blessed  in  order  to  their  speedy 
recovery.  Next  day,"  he  added,  "  he  should 
repair  to  Kutusof,  to  take  final  measures  for  ex- 
terminating the  enemy.  And  then,"  said  he,  "  we 
will  send  these  guests  to  the  devil ;  we  will  des- 
patch the  perfidious  wretches  and  fall  to  work  to 
reduce  them  to  powder." 

Kutusof  had  in  fact  never  despaired  of  the  sal- 
vation of  the  country.  After  employing  the  mili- 
tia during  the  battle  of  Borodino  to  carry  ammu- 
nition and  to  assist  the  wounded,  he  had  just 
formed  with  them  the  third  rank  of  his  army.  At 
Mojaisk  the  good  face  which  he  had  kept  up 
had  enabled  him  to  gain  sufficient  time  to  make 
an  orderly  retreat,  to  pick  his  wounded,  to  aban- 
don such  as  were  incurable  and  to  embarrass  the 
enemy's  army  with  them.  Subsequently  at  Zel- 
kowo  a  check  had  stopped  the  impetuous  ad- 
vance of  Murat.     At  length,  on  the  13th  of  Sep- 
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tember,  Moscow  beheld  the  fires  of  the  Russian 
bivouacs. 

There  the  national  pride,  an  advantageous  po- 
sition, and  the  works  with  which  it  was  strength- 
ened, all  induced  a  belief  that  the  general  had 
determined  to  save  the  capital  or  to  perish  with 
it.  He  hesitated,  however,  and  whether  from 
policy  or  prudence,  he  at  length  abandoned  the 
governor  of  Moscow  to  all  his  responsibility. 

The  Russian  army  in  this  position  of  Fili,  in 
front  of  Moscow,  numbered  ninety-one  thousand 
men,  six  thousand  of  whom  were  Cossacks,  sixty-' 
five  thousand  veteran  troops,  (the  relics  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty-one  thousand  engaged  at  the 
Moskwa,)  and  twenty  thousand  recruits,  armed 
half  with  muskets  and  half  with  pikes. 

The  French  army,  one  hundred  and  thirty  thou- 
sand strong  the  day  before  the  great  battle,  had 
lost  about  forty  thousand  men  at  Borodino,  and 
still  consisted  of  ninety  thousand.  Some  regi-^ 
ments  on  the  march  and  the  divisions  of  Laborde 
and  Pino  had  just  rejoined  it;  so  that  on  its  arrival 
before  Moscow  it  still  amounted  to  nearly  one 
hundred  thousand  men.  Its  march  was  retarded 
by  six  hundred  and  seven  pieces  of  cannon,  two 
thousand  five  hundred  artillery  carriages,  and  five 
thousand  baggage-waggons ;  it  had  no  more  am- 
munition than  would  suffice  for  one  engagement. 
Ktttusof  perhaps  calculated  the  disproportion  be<- 
tween  his  eifective  force  and  ours.  On  this  point, 
however,  nothing  but  conjecture  can  be  advanced. 
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for  he  assigned  purely  military  motiyes  tot  his 
retreat. 

So  much  is  certain,  that  the  old  general  de- 
ceived the  governor  to  the  very  last  moment.  He 
even  swore  to  him  ''by  his  grey  hair  that  he 
would  perish  with  him  before  Moscow/'  when  all 
at  once  the  governor  was  informed,  that  in  a 
council  of  war  held  at  night  in  the  camp,  it  had 
been  determined  to  abandon  the  capital  without 
a  battle. 

Rostopchin  was  incensed,  but  not  daunted  by  this 
intelligence.  There  was  now  no  time  to  be  lost, 
no  farther  pains  were  taken  to  conceal  from  Mos- 
cow the  fate  that  was  destined  for  it ;  indeed  it 
was  not  worth  while  to  dissemble  for  the  sake  of 
the  few  inhabitants  who  were  left ;  and  besides 
it  was  necessary  to  induce  them  to  seek  their 
safety  in  flight. 

At  night  therefore  emissaries  went  round,  knock- 
ing at  every  door  and  announcing  the  cooflagra- 
tion.  Fusees  were  introduced  at  every  fkvourable 
aperture,  and  especially  into  the  shops  covered 
with  iron  of  the  tradesmen's  quarter.  The  fire- 
engines  were  carried  off:  the  desolation  attained 
its  highest  pitch,  and  each  individual,  accohiin^ 
to  his  disposition,  was  either  overwhelmed  with 
distress  or  urged  to  a  decision.  Most  of  those 
who  were  left  formed  groups  in  the  public  places; 
they  crowded  together,  questioned  each  ol^r  and 
reciprocally  asked  advice:  many  wandered  about 
at  random,  some  depressed  with  terror,  others  m 
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a  frightful  state  of  exasperation.  At  length  the 
anny,  the  last  hope  of  the  people,  deserted  them : 
the  troops  began  to  traverse  the  city,  and  in  their 
retreat  they  hurried  along  with  them  the  still 
considerable  remnant  of  its  population. 

They  departed  by  the  gate  of  Kolomna,  sur« 
rounded  by  a  multitude  of  women,  children,  and 
aged  persons  in  deep  affliction.  The  fields  were 
covered  with  them.  They  fled  in  all  directions, 
by  every  path,  across  the  country,  without  pro- 
visions, and  laden  with  such  of  tl^ir  effects  as  in 
their  agitation  they  had  first  laid  their  hands  on. 
Some,  for  want  of  horses  had  harnessed  them- 
selves to  carts,  and  thus  dragged  along  their  infant 
children,  a  sick  wife,  or  an  infirm  father,  in 
short,  whatever  they  held  most  dear..  The  woods 
afforded  them  shelter,  and  they  subsisted  on  the 
charity  of  their  countrymen. 

On  that  day,  a  terrific  scene  terminated  that 
melancholy  drama.  This,  the  last  day  of  Moscow* 
having  arrived,  Rostopchin  collected  together  all 
whom  he  had  been  able  to  retain  and  arm.  The 
prisons  were  thrown  open.  A  squalid  anddisr 
gustiog  crew  tumultuously  issued  from  them. 
These  wretches  rushed  into  the  streets  with  a 
ferocious  joy.  Two  men,  a  Russian  and  a  French- 
'man»  the  one  accused  of  treason,  the  other  of 
political  indiscretiM,  were  selected  from  McvoAg 
this  hocde,  «od  dragged  before  Rostopchin^  who 
reproached  the  Russian  with  his  crime.  The 
latter  ,was  the  son  of  a  tradesman:  he  had  been 
apprehended  while  exciting  the  people  to  insur- 


(    26    ) 

rection.  A  circumBtaace  which  occasioned  alarm 
was  the  discovery  that  he  belonged  to  a  sect  of 
German  illuminati,  called  Martinists,  a  society  of 
superstitious  Independents.  His  audacity  had 
never  failed  him  in  prison.  It  was  imagined  for 
a  moment  that  the  spirit  of  equality  had  pene- 
trated into  Russia.  At  any  rate  he  did  not  im- 
peach any  accomplices. 

At  this  crisis  his  father  arrived.  It  was  ex- 
pected that  he  would  intercede  for  his  son :  on 
the  contrary  he  insisted  on  his  death.  The  gover- 
nor granted  him  a  few  moments,  that  he  might 
once  more  speak  to  and  bless  him.  *'  What  I !  I 
bless  a  traitor !"  exclaimed  the  enraged  Russian, 
and  turning  to  his  son,  he,  with  horrid  voice  and 
gesture^  pronounced  a  curse  upon  him. 

This  was  the  signal  for  his  exebution.  The  poor 
wretch  was  struck  down  by  an  ill-directed  blow 
of  a  sabre.  He  fell,  but  wounded  only,  and  per- 
haps the  arrival  of  the  French  might  have  saved 
him,  had  not  the  people  perceived  that  he  was 
yet  alive.  They  forced  the  barriers,  fell  upon 
liim  and  tore  him  in  pieces. 

The  Frenchman  during  this  scene  was  petrified 
with  terror.  **  As  for  thee,"  said  Rostopchin  turn- 
ing towards  him,  ''  being  a  Frenchman,  thou  canst 
not  but  wish  for  the  arrival  of  the  French  army : 
be  free,  then,  but  go  and  tell  thy  countrymen,  that 
Russia  had  but  a  single  traitor,  and  that  he  is 
punished."  Then  addressing  himself  to  the 
wretches  who  surrounded  him,  he  called  them 
sons  of  Russia,  and  exhorted  them  to  make  atone- 
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ment  for  their  crimes  by  serving  their  country. 
He  was  the  last  to  quit  that  unfortunate  city,  and 
he  then  rejoined  the  Russian  army. 

From  this  moment  the  mighty  Moscow  belonged 
neither  to  the  Russians  nor  to  the  French,  but  to 
a  guilty  horde,  whose  fury  was  directed  by  a 
few  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  police.  They  w^re 
organized,  and  each  had  his  post  allotted  to  him, 
in  order  that  pillage,  fire,  and  devastation  might 
commence  every  where  at  once* 


CHAP.  IV. 


That  very  day  (September  the  14th),  Napoleon, 
being  at  length  persuaded  that  Kutusof  had  not 
thrown  himself  on  his  right  flank,  rejoined  his 
advanced  guard.  He  mounted  his  horse  a  few 
leagues  from  Moscow.  He  marched  slowly  and 
cautiously,  sending  scouts  before  him  to  examine 
the  woods  and  the  ravines,  and  to  ascend  all  the 
eminences  to  look  out  for  the  enemy's  army.  A 
battle  was  expected:  the  ground  favoured  the 
opinion;  works  were  begun,  but  had  all  been 
abandoned,  and  we  experienced  not  the  slightest 
resistance. 

At  length  the  last  eminence  only  remained  to 
be  passed :  it  is  contiguous  to  Moscow,  which  it 
commands.  It  is  called  the  Hill  of  Salvation ;  be- 
cause, on  its  summit,  the  inhabitants,  at  sight  of 
their  holy  city,  cross  and  prostrate  themselves. 
Our  scouts  had  soon  gained  the  top  of  this  biU^. 
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It iMfli  two  o'doefc :  the Bttncattsed^t-his greftt dty 
to  gliiteB  ivitk  a  thomumd  eolouts.  Struck  wifth 
aiBtottiuhment  at  this  siglit  tfaey  paused^  exiMm'' 
mg^  >'  Mmcov  1  MoscoDT  1 ''  Every  ^lie  i^^til^ 
tmtd  his  pa/ce ;  the  troopa  homed  on  in  disoiiddr; 
taA  die  whole  sarmy,  dappk^  thmr  ha^dfi^^  r^ 
peated  with  transport,  *'  Moscow!  Moseowl^ 
}ust  as  sailors  shojat  ''  Laad!  laiidr  at'the  con* 
elusion  of  a  long  and  toilsome  voyage. 

At  the  sight  of  this  gilded  city,  of  this  brilliant 
knot  uniting  Asia  and  Europe,  of  this  magnificent 
emporium  of  the  luxury,  the  manners  and  the 
arts  of  the  two  fairest  divisions  of  the  globe,  we 
stood  still  in  proud  contemplation.  What  a  glo* 
rious  day  hid  now  arrived !  It  would  furnish  the 
grandest,  the  most  brilliant  recollection  of  (mr 
whole  lives.  We  felt  that  at  this  moment  aH  ont 
aetions  wo«id  'engage  the  attention  of  the  asto- 
nished wnverse ;  and  thitt  every  one  of  oar  move^ 
ments^  however  trivial^  would  be  recorded  by 
history. 

On  this  imittende  and  imposing  theatre  we 
mardbed,  aeoompaiHed  as  it  were  by  the  aeda- 
matkm  lof  all  nations :  proud  of  esalting  oist  gtatife- 
ful  age  above  all  other  ages,  we  already  beheld  it 
great  from  our  greatness,  and  irradiated  by  oet 
gtLory%'-:  '   >  •    • 

At  our  9etam,  alfeafdy  so  ardentty  wished  for, 
with  vihat  almost  respectful  cotftMeration,  wi<h 
wkat^enfthusiasm  should  we  ttc  teceived  by  our 
wims^  ouf« countrymen,  and  even  by  enr  pareikt^! 
Wa  shoutd  fonn>  during  the  rest  ^- oar  liv^;  a 
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ptjTtifiii^  o)a9»>of  .bQiogSf.at wliimi  they  would 
n^l.look;,  :lHit  with  astooaabment,  4o  whom  they 
Wtfiild  90t  )iateO;bu^  with mingtod  ciirkM»ity  and  ad- 
osiimtioi^l  Growdi wouMthrpug about us^wherever 
we  paMedi  they  wiMld  catch,  tip  our  most  unt 
m^aoiog  words*  This  mif aculow  coiiq«est  would 
surround  us  with  a  halo  of  glory :  henoeforward 
people  would  fimcy  that  they  breathed  about  us 
an  air  of  prodigy  and  wonder. 

When  these  proud  thoughts  gave  place  to  more 
moderate  s^itiments»  we  said  to  ourselves^  that 
tbi^  was  the  promised  term  of  our  labours ;  that 
at  length  we  should  pause,  smce  we  could  ng 
longer  be  surpassed  by  ourselves^  alter  a  noble 
e^pedijLion,  the  worthy  parallel  to  that  of  £gypt» 
fmd  the  suceessfttl  rival  of  all  the  great  andig^a'- 
iMWift  wars  of  anti<^ity. 

At  this  mcwent,  dangers^  sisSeriBgs  were  aU 
forgotten.  Was  it  possible  to  purdmse  too  dearly 
tile  prpud  felicity  of  being  ab}e  to  say,  during  the 
rest  of  life, ''  I  belonged  to  the  army  of  Mosoorwr 

W^Uy.  owturadesi  eveaa  now,  amidst  oar  ahase- 
jpeatt  sttd  though  it  dates  from  that  &tal  city,  is 
i^Mhisreflexigii  oi*  a  noble  exultation  sufficiently 
powerful  to  cons^^  us^  and  to  make  us  pKmdly 
i)0ld/9p  our  heads  bowed  down  by  misfortune  ?  . 

Napoleon  himself  hastened  up.  He  paused  m 
tmnfip0rt :  an.  ewlamation  of  joy  esoaped  his  lips. 
.S^er  .sinee  the  great  .batth^  the  discontented  ma^- 
ebals  had  ^hunnod  him :  but  at  the  si£^.of t  cafr- 
'tiveMoseow,  $tf^c  intelligence  of  the  arrival  4if 
a  flag  of  tfuce,  struck  vvjith .  so  important  a*  result. 
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and  intoxicated  with  all  the  enthusiasm  of  glory, 
they  forgot  their  grievances.  They  pressed  around 
the  emperor,  paying  homage  to  his  good  fortune, 
and  already  tempted  to  attribute  to  his  genius  the 
little  pains  he  had  taken  on  the  7  th  to  complete 
his  victory. 

But  in  Napoleon  the  first  emotions  were  of  short 
duration.  He  had  too  much  to  think  of  to  indulge 
his  sensations  for  any  length  of  time.  His  first 
exclamation  was :  '*  There,  at  last,  is  that  famous 
city!"  and  the  second:  '*  It  was  high  timef" 

His  eyes,  fixed  on  that  capital,  already  express- 
ed nothing  but  impatience :  in  it  he  beheld  in 
imagination  the  whole  Russian  empire.  Those 
walls  enclosed  all  his  hope — peace,  the  eicpenses 
of  the  war,  immortal  glory :  his  eager  looks  there- 
fore intently  watched  all  its  outlets.  When  wiB 
its  gates  at  length  open  ?  When  shall  we  see  that 
deputation  come  forth,  which  will  place  its  wealth, 
its  population,  its  senate,  and  the  principal  of  the 
Russian  nobility  at  our  disposal  ?  Henceforth  that 
enterprize  in  which  he  had  so  rashly  engaged, 
brought  to  a  successful  termination  by  dint  of 
boldness,  will  pass  for  the  result  of  a  high  combi- 
nation ;  his  imprudence  for  greatness :  henceforth 
his  victory  at  the  Moskwa,  though  so  incoiAplete, 
will  be  deemed  his  greatest  achievement.  Thus 
all  that  might  have  turned  to  his  ruin  will  contri- 
bute to  his  glory :  that  day  would  begin  to  decide 
whether  he  was  the  greatest  man  in  the  world,  or 
the 'most  rash;  in  short,  whether  he  had  raised 
himself  an  altar,  or  dug  himself  a  grave* 
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Anxiety,  bowever,  soon  began  to  takfe  posses* 
sion  of  bis  mind.  On  his  left  and  right  he  already 
beheld  Prince  Eugene  and  Poniatowski  approach- 
ing the  hostile  city ;  Murat^  with  his  scouts,  had 
afaready  reached  the  entrance  of  the  suburbs,  and 
yet  no  deputation  appeared :  an  officer,  sent  by 
Miloradowitch,  merely  came  to  declare  that  his 
general  would  set  fire  to  the  city,  if  his  rear  was 
not  allowed  time  to  evacuate  it. 

Napoleon  granted  every  demand.  The  first 
troops  of  the  two  armies  were,  for  a  short  time, 
intermingled.  Murat  was  recognized  by  the  Cos* 
sacks,  who,  familiar  as  the  nomadic  tribes,  and 
expressive  as  the  people  of  the  south,  thronged 
around  him:  then,  by  their  gestures  and  excla^ 
mations,  they  extolled  his  valour  and  intoxicated 
him  with  their  admiration.  The  king  took  the 
watches  of  his  officers,  and  distributed  them  among 
these  yet  barbarous  warriors.  One  of  them  called 
him  his  hettman. 

Murat  was  for  a  moment  tempted  to  believe 
that  in  these  officers  he  should  find  a  new  Ma* 
zeppa,  or  that  he  himself  should  become  one :  he 
imagined  that  he  had  gained  them  over.  This 
momentary  armistice,  under  the  actual  circum- 
stances, sustained  the  hopes  of  Napoleon,  such 
need  had  he  to  delude  himself.  He  was  thus 
amused  for  two  hours. 

Meanwhile  the  day  was  declining,  and  Moscow 
continued  dull,  silent,  and  as  it  were  inanimate. 
The  anxiety  of  the  emperor  increased;  the  impa- 
tience of  the  soldiers  became  more  difficult  to  be 
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repressed*     Some  -  0fficQr&.  MM^red  mil^m  iik% 
walla  of  the  city.    ''  Moscow  »  dMerted!'    .'  :^ 

At  this  intelUgofice^  which  be  aiigi;ily  refiMf»i 
to  credit,  Napoleon  d^ceoded  the  ^ill  ot  SMffH^ 
tioD,  aad  approached  the  MoriiLwa  aod  tbe^QiMb 
gomilow .  gate*  He  paused  once  move».  Imt  .i« 
vain,  at  the  entry  of  that  barrier.  Mtmt .  %muk 
him.  ''  Well!"  replied  he,  '*  enter  then,  siftce 
they  wish  it!"  He  recomsi^Mled  the  strietfat 
discipline ;  he  still  indulged  hopes.  *'  PeiMpi 
theae  inhabitants,  do  not  even  Juow  hew  to  jmtr 
reader :  ior  here. every  thing  is  new  i  thsf  ten» 
and  we  to  them/'  /-.^r* 

Reports  now  began  to  succeed  eaeb  cihcir  i^ik(^ 
all  agreed.  Some  Frenchnien>  iahabitatttaialiilaat 
cow,  venturing  to  quit  the  hidiag-places  iiihidkiDil 
some  days  had  concealed  them  frooi  Ae.f«^itf 
the  populace,  confirmed  the  £eital  tidiogs^-i'tBli 
£mperpr  called  Daru»  **  JieacDW.  deatf tadrr; ex- 
claimed he:  ''  what  an  improbable. aterjrifrifb 
OMst;  know  the  trixth  pf  it.  Go,  -aild^iuig  me  lit 
bQyam.''  He.iowgiaed  that.tboM.mtsiy  BtiM.wA 
phde  or  paralysed  with  tertpr,  werefised  molsQM 
less  in.  tb^ir  houses ;  and  he^  wJtU)  had  hsthi'iffte 
been  always  met  by  the  s)ab(ta»8eiqfi  of  si 
quished,  provoked  their  confideiMe^*  wd{i 
pated  their  prayers. 

How,  indeed,  was  it  possible  for  him  to  per- 
suade himself,  that  so  many  magnificent  palaces, 
so  many  splendid  temples,  so  many  rick  mercan- 
tile establishments,  were  forsaken  by  their  owners; 
like  the  paltry  hamlets  through  which  he  had  re- 
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eefttfy  passed.  Dani's  mission  was  fruitless.  Not 
a  Miiscofke  was  to  be  seen ;  not  the  least  smoke 
roie  from  a  single  chimney;  not  the  slightest  noise 
from  this  immense  and  populous  city ;  its 
hnnidfed  tfaoosand  inhabitants  seemed  to' be 
wtmA  dumb  and  motionless  by  enchantment :  it 
WIS  the  sitence  of  the  desert ! 

'  BQt  such  was  the  incredulity  of  Napoleon,  that 
he  was  not  yet  convinced,  and  waited  for  farther 
nlbnnation.  At  length  an  officer,  determined  to 
giMlify  him,  or  persuaded  that*  whatever  the  Em- 
fMfW  wffled  must  necessarily  be  accomplished; 
entered  the  city,  seized  five  or  six  vagabonds, 
4TCMre  diem  before  his  horse  to  the  Emperor,  and 
inegifted  that  he  had  brought  him  a  deputation. 
ftom  the  ijrst' words  they  uttered.  Napoleon 
dkaifmeni,  that  he  had  before  him  but  indigent 
labattMRi. 

•  it  w»rii«t»till  tbm  that  he  ceased  to  doubt  the 
entire  evaoeation  of  Moscow,  and  lost  all  the  hopes 
thBthe  httdbaiteupDii  it  He  shrugged  his  shoul- 
dBia,  uid  with  that  contemptuous  look  with  which 
ke^vet  every  thing  that  crossed  his  wisiies,  he 

^  Ah  t  the  Russians  know  not  yet  the 
tt  which  the  taking  of  their  capitid  will  pro- 
dhee«|ioiithe»r 
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It  was  now  an  hour  smc6  'Murat,  arid  tte  liHif^ 
and  close  column  of  his  cavalry,  liad  entered- Mo8^ 
cow ;  they  penetrated  into  that  gigantic  bodf/tA 
yet  untouched,  but  inanimate.  Struck  wMi  pSrW- 
found  astonishment  at  the  sight  of  iSiis  teoi^K^eM 
solitude,  they  replied  to  the  taciturriity  'dP  tiiis 
modem  Thebes,  by  a  silence  eqdaHy  soIflHfr. 
These  warriors  listened,  with  a  secret  shud&driM|f, 
to  the  steps  of  their  horses  resounditlg  alonlier  aAdA 
these  deserted  palaces.  They  were  astofiisim^^ 
hear  nothing  but  themselves  among  nueK^iNtttt^ 
rous  habitations.  Not  one  thought  of  stio^pttl^^fr 
of  plundering,  either  firom  prddencei  bf  btUMNVlSb 
great  civilized  nations  respect  l!hemse}¥^%P«iill* 
inies'  capitals,  in  the  presence  of  tbbtre  gr^M^cSft- 
tres  of  civilization.  -  • .  --^  r  )n  i 

Meanwhile  they  i^ilently  obgerv^d'^tet  MtglH^ 
city,  wl^ich  would  hwb  been  trdy  ^ilMl^l^dlittl 
fhey  met  with  it  m  a  flourikhin^  tod^  ^^Hj(MlMh 
country,  but  still  more  atstot^shlng  %f'tKiMK  ^ftf- 
serts.  It  was  like  a  rich  aiMf  Mlliili&etfMilEiP'  fkisy 
had  at  first  been  strudk  by  th«  i3uikleb^«%ftt«f 
so  many  magnificent  palaces ;  but  tbt^^  ftd\^  fW#- 
ceived  that  they  were  interm%led  •«ri%iiii#«M  IM^ 
tages;  adrcumsttince  Vv&idliif]fdft!a«ea<yi^Wl4tof 
gradation  between  the  classes;  a&^Artmdffy^^fe 
not  generated  there,  as'm^ther^^iftf^8i%S^^ 
dustry,  but  pt^ctdt9'ih6  latter;  wh^t^^^lft'Oie 


(   w   ) 

njBttttral  order,  it  ought  to  be  its  more  or  less  ne- 
cessary consequence. 

Here  more  especially  prevailed  inequality^— 
that  bane  of  all  human  society,  which  produces, 
pip4e  m  «oine»  deba$6ni£^nt,in^Qthe)3«.cpiTp^^ 
i»f)ij  And  yet.sucb  ai;^ner9i|s.abapdo|xment  of 
cnr^y.tliing  demonstcated  that  this  es^cessive  lux- 
mgpp  jw.ygit  ^however  all  boiar9\^f4  had  notnm- 
diW(Ml,the«e  nobles;  e&miiiate.. 
.  :./ri|igr  thus  advanoed,  sometimes  a^tated  by 
aoippse,  9t  others  by  pity,  and  more  frequently 
ht  ftrnoble  leaxhusiasm^  Several  cited  events  of 
((feiargcwt  cqi^uei^  which  history  has  handed 
4o|9q»  ta nSf;  I^ut  it  was  for  the.  purpose  of  in^ 
jifiig^S  their  pride,  not  to  draw  lessons  from 
-{jlimitti'fM,  a^d 

'llf(gW94  ^  cpmparisoa:  we4iad  leCt  behiud  u^  all^ 
.^^oai¥Vi9r«rs..of  antiquity.  They  were  ei^aUed 
^ji: jthat 'Whicb  isi^ecoadto  virtue x)nlyt  by  glW*' 
Hien  sucoeeded  melancholy;  either  from  th^^  ex- 
)winilt>P»-wi»equwt<)n  90  m^ny  senss^tions^  op^the 
Vlilh^tififii^  produced  by  wicj^  au^- 

.WiffWyT^bl^eyatyOy  and  ef  theseo^onin  y^i^ 
HP  ipm^Mff|nderii^-oa>that  Jby^^g^  wb«pc^w^  liie- 
Adit  i]|in<|A8Jty»  i]«yfinity,  li^wlvfh  out  ireaJS^^^eas 
'iffftJn^tfi  for.  the  higher  jire  lise,  the  woi|eJiie%hp- 
.yjipikrejipmoftsf.aiid  ib^more,  c9nscxous  w^^.are.of 

f4Nri<^r]mf%4ilf  iF»P9r|ofifii»««XQ».  was  aUatfOQCfr 

d2 
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longest  Btreetil  o£  tke .laity ;  iM  beadJhadreacbai 
the  Kremlin.  The  gafen  «f  that  ctoidel  appured 
to  be  closed .  Ferockms  cries isaixed  ibdm  witUa 
it:  men  and  womto^  of  ferocious  afiddisgustibg 
aspect,  appeared  fully  armfld  on  the  ^waUs.  IiHia 
state  of  filthy  inebriety,  they  atteved  die  dumtVor- 
Fible  imprecationB.  Marat  sent  them  .on  aaititefaia 
mesaage*  but  to  no  purpoae.  It  y^s  found  imees^ 
sary  to  employ  cannon  to  break  open  the  gate 

We  penetrated  partly  without  opposition^  partly 
by  force>  among  these  wretches.  One  of  tiuan 
rushed  close  to  the  king,  and  endeatoared  to 
kill  one  of  his  officers.  It  was  thought  auffieiait 
to  disarm  him,  but  he  again  fell  npon  his.vJctiiti, 
rolled  him  on  the  ground,  and  attempted,  tovsuffo- 
cate  him ;  and  even  after  his  arms  were  seizrabaad 
held,  he  still  stroTC  to  tear  him  with  hca:tecdiL 
These  were  the  only  Muscovites  who  had-waitt^ 
our  coming,  and  who  seemed  to  hare  been  iefifdns^ 
hind  as  a  savage  and  barbarous  tdcen  of  the^tw- 
tional  hatred*  '  i  •  ujnqi. 

It  mM0  easy  to  perceive,  however,  thatfUiidm 
was  aounison  in  this  patriotic  fury.  FiveteasdreA 
jpeeruitst  vrtio  had  becb  forgotten  in  thfe  'KHmdiii^ 
beheld  thia  scene  without  stirring.  At  ithafiiat 
anibmons  they  diiqpersed.  Farther  on  waiayvei^ 
took  a  convoy  of  provisions,  the  escoet  o£  jwiddh 
amaaediately  threw  down  its  anas.  Svv^itti  ifani^ 
sand  laggards  and  deserters  from  thei  soMny, 
voluntarily  remained  in  the  power  of  the  advanced 
guard.  The  latter  left  to.  the  corps  which  followed 
the  task  of  picking  diem  up;  aiul  these  to  others. 
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tad'SDtODc  lienee  they  remained  at  liberty  in  the 
inidBtrof  m,  tiU  the  oonflagxatibn  and  pillie^e  of 
tibii  cky  bavilig  remiBded  them  of  their  duty,  and 
nUied  thl^m  ail  in  one  general  feeling  of  antipa- 
tbif^  they  went  and  rejmied  Kntxisof. 

Mnsait^  who  had  been  stopped  bat  a  few  mo- 
aittnis  fay  die  Kreinba,  dis^rsed  diia  crew  which 
he  deapiaed .  Ardon t  and  indeiiKtigable  as  in  Italy 
and  JE^gypt*  after  a  mardi'  of  nine  hundred  leagues 
aadsijcty  battles  fought  to  reach  Moscow,  he  tra- 
▼eEsed  that  proad  city  wi&otit  deigning  to  halt 
im  itf  and  pursuing  the  Russian  rear-guard,  he 
boktty;.and  witboat  hesitation,  took  the  road  for 
WladanirandJksia^  ^  » 

Several  thonsand  Oosi^aoks,  with  four  pieces  of 
BBBaon,  were  retneating  ia  that  direction*  The 
ansiatioe  was  at  an  end.  Murat,  tived  of  this 
|pttBcarof>haif  aday,  immediately  ordered  it  to  be 
hnfasa  by  a  disekargeiof  carbines.  •  But  oar  ^- 
lalry  leoiDsidered  the  uTar  a)s  finished;  Moscow 
appeared  to  them  to  be  the  term  of  it,  and  the 
•dataaediposte  >of  the  two  empires  were  wiwilling 
loilmwMrv  liostilfties.  ^  A  freah  order  anired,  and 
ittieKaamehissilatmi  ^Bvaikd.  At  length- Marat, 
initaltdiGft  this  disobedietice,  gsve  his  orders'  in 
pa8«oa>/and  tbe  &^g,  tritfi  wiiieb  he  seemed  'to 
Ahfftoten  tA8ia;>  but  wfcseb^wa$  not  destiaed  to 
aeaie  ItSlnae  resobad  4ie  banks  of  the  Seine,  was 
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Namieon  did  not-emeDMttBcm*  tdl  itftaudMkio 
He  stopped  lor  one  iof 'tfaeifimt^iiiMttes  ^inksilditotd 
gomiletr  «ubtitl>.  Thefe  he  mpfmBtfedilfwABirt 
MortiefT  gdirenmr  of  «b«t<  cajliteL  ^'  Abotaidiioi 
said  ht  to  hiM,  **  no  piUage  1  For  dli^  yauHiiBth 
be  answetaUo  to  mt  with  yow  lift*  Ddimd 
Moscow  agatnfirt  aU»  whether  £rieod  4r£ieiii  .:-:  \'^ 

That  taig^  was  a  gloomy  one :  8kttteBfifipaKtSr> 
folfo wed  one -upon  thd  heels  of  anothen '  iSdbe 
FreneSmen,  -m^idetit  in  the  ioomtry^'andcteiraiiTat 
Rtibsifcin  officer'  ^  police;  oaiap  ^tp  4mmiim^oAm 
coo^^OtiMy.  '  He  gave  all  tine  fttiioulara Ji£ditML 
ptepafatieiis  ^Atf  k.^-  Vhe  EtnfeiDc^  alacBud  ibfj 
these' accbtttifts,  m6^e  in  vofat  to..geft  aomj^imnk 
He  mA^  ivbtynMndent^^LAd  had  the  AMd  tiding^ 
repeated  Ve^  him.  He'  n^wirAMietaoiaifMhclmA 
htmseff^in  kis^idcMdulityi  tiDpbbMt^t#o  }milk^ 
moraittg/he  was informedtlMt^tte'finJHiAJMMt 
ally  broken  out.  v.  '»';(>>  airii  5?i;w 

I  It  W4s  at  the  Mstiian^,  fiai  itoiceitaii-vfahe 
eit:f>  bi  its  tiehest  ^aitrter.  '  fi^fiwtaiitlaoiiMfltf 
prdMs  ttpwi  titrdenk  AiusoonoaBrst/ftraaxiighfeihi 
himself  littst^edtoi  tub  sfnrt^aubtfasitottaiiAbdJb 
yotfng*  guaid  and  Moitiea  i  ^Sb^Mutltftdi^luatsd 
out  -to  him  houses  <wwradwiftoirob}^*3th(^t^^ 
closely  shut  npi  as  yattimtaBMh84''BDdimia|iw4 
without^  and  yet  a  black  smoke  was  already  issuing 
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firom  ibem.     Napoleon  pensively  entered   tho 
Kremlin. 

At  the  sight  of  this  half  Gk>thic  and  half  modem 
palace  of  theRuriks  and  Bbnanofs,  of  their  throne 
still  standing,  of  the  cross  of  the  great  Ivan,  and 
of^tbe  fineM  part  fd  Ite  dttjr^  ^hich  is  overlooked 
bytMKronfettn^  aadNiTfaicfa'tbo  flames,  as  yet  oon<» 
filled  M  the  buaar,  seemed  disposed  to  spare,  his 
former  hopes  revived.  His  ambition  was  flattered 
by  tUs  conquest.  <'  At  length  then/'  he  exclaimed, 
'^  I  am  in  Moscow,  in  the  ancient  palace  of  the 
Czars,  in  the  Kremlin !"  He  examined  every  part 
of  kvitfar  pride,  cnriosHy,  ai|d  gratification. 

iftereqnirad  a  statement  of  the  resources  af* 
Itorded^by  the  city ;  and  in  this  brief  moment  given 
«ocii6pe»  he  sent,  proposals  of  peace  to  the  Emperor 
iUtoamderi  A  superior  officer  of  the  enemy's  had 
jvtft  {been  found  in  the  great  hospital ;  he  was 
cbargcd  with  the  delivery  of  this  tetter.  It  was 
by.'tie'  bidefol  light  of  the  flames  of  the  bazatf 
4aKi3Jia|mieott  finialMd  itrfimd  die  Russian  de- 
fMlM0d.  HcvM  to  be  the  beaiiearpf  tbe.oews  of 
tAAir^ibaslco/to^his  sovereign,  whose  only  ^P&wer 
was  diis  conflagration. 

'>dl)iqr*iiglit  iavoumd  the  effMta  of  tbe.Duke  of 
Awfiscv;!  the  anbdned  tlie  fire.  The  incendiatries 
IMpti<|ifcmselvBa  conoealod.  ]>ottbts  wece  enter^ 
•rinAb^fillisir  existence.  At  length,  strict  injonc^ 
tsetn  bpitag^iBsMd,  order  restored,  and  alarm  sus*- 
ymided^iBadL  took  possesskm  of  a  commodious 
iMKiM^  or  8inn|>t«on8  palace,  under  the  idea  of 


.  Two <]ffieem(liiid  'tidLfta^of^  tlMtiv  ^qtitimm  iQ^oae 
ef  the  hiiStdiB|f8»<rf*t«l»e<'^KretflliaM  11|e  view  hcmed 
ejnbnced  the  nqttii  and  v^tefc  of  the  €&tjr«  About 
inkkigkt  they  were  awakened  by  edi  extraordintfy 
ligfaL;  'They 'looked and  beheld pahkeeafilMwith 
flames  whieh  at  int  metely  iHumititiMd,  bl» 
fffeaently  consumed  <the  elegant  and  noble  struc- 
tbras.  They  obeeryed  that  die  north  wind  dMte 
these  flames  directly  towards  the  Kreadifi»  vaA 
became  alaroied  for  the  safety  of  that  fortresi^i 
in  which,  the  flower  of  the  army  and  its  commafidetf 
reposed^  They  wwe  apprdiensrve  also  for  'the 
suisroiinding  houses^  where  our  sohliersy  atteudattttt 
and  homes,  weary  and  egchausted,  were  donblliss 
hwied  in  pro^nd  sleep.  4Bpafks  ttnd  buMiitg 
fcngments  •  were  already  flying  ovtr  the  mak.  of 
tbe*  Kremlin,  when  the  wind,  syfttng  lirom  porth 
to)  west,  blew  them  in  another  direction. 

One  of  these  (^oer^,  relieved  kmA  i^ipreh^'' 
sion  respecting  his  corps,  then  compoded  haeuMf 
«»  sleep  dgain^  exclaiming,  **  Let  others  hyok  tt  it 
BOW;  'tis  no  aflair  of  ours/'  For  toeh  ^wtt'lbe 
ytoebndem  produced  by  the-  OHlltipIiOity^  of  «MS0tS 
and  laiefertmies,  and  such  the  ec^hness.tttiaiii^ 
firdtn  ejficessiye  sufflbring  and  Atigte*  that  diey  left 
io-^eaoh^ffly  just  strength  and  feeling  suffiei^ttit  ft¥ 
his  pei^sensil  service  and  preserration; 

It  was  not  long  before  fresh  atfA*  vivid  hi^ 
again  awoke  them.    Ther  beheid  other  flaMes 


I . 


wind  ha<i  4ftbM  tpwM^A^  thei  KJt6|fBJliD»  abd  they 
9iirsf4  FfeftobiiiHp!liidefu:6.4QdwAiifc9f.du 

liioof.  did  th^  WHid  iUui«  icbinigs  Cr«m  aocth.^to^ 
Y^f^U^lBkd  tbiee  tunes  4id  .tlmie  haBt<^£MB»  as  if 
flWitt|M4ely  bmt  40  the  deBtni^oooftfaeimpBiial 
flpwrtWft  appearengw  tofoltot»^  tbis(iiOTrdir«rtioiri 

^t  tbis  «ight  a  strot^  suspicion  eeisid  dieif 
pwds*  Cm  the  Mu«covijbeai»  a^are  of  our  ^oosh 
imd  thougbtleaft  neg^eoce^  hare  CQuomv^d  the 
]iop«  of  burning  with  Moboow  our  soldiers^  heavy 
wilih.i¥iiie»  fatigue  and  ^leep;  orratherybaireithey 
dwred  to.iinag^e^tihait  th^y  abould  intolve  Napo-i 
Iftftii  in  this-  qataayr^phe ;  that  the  Jo^a.cf  :4uidiLft 
mwi  would  be  fully  e^ivalent  :t&  that  ofitheis 
en^^l ;  that  it  was  a  reault  sufficieatly  impbstanl 
to  jttsUfy  the  eacrifice  of  all  Mkmcow  to  Qfa^Dq.it; 
tiMt  pfirhapfi  Heaven,  iaocder  t0  .grant  fthein  an 
signal  a  victory,  had  decr^d  jso  gjf^at  asaar^a^; 
and  la9tly>  that  so  immenm:a,ooloaauS:  required  a 
IK4iJk#?  immense  funeral  pile;? 
I ,  Whether  this  was  their  plan  we  ^ann^t  t^»!bii« 
mpftb^  IcyM.thaii  the  En^pemr  s  good  lortone.  waa 
na^nired  tOt. prevent. its  bwig.  refyUye^.;  Inifiwlw 
s^  <mly  did  the  Kremlin. contain,  wkooMfftitotiiii. 
aimi^gi^ne .  of  gttnp9w4er  y^  but .  that .  vary/ nii^l» 
tjhe  gttacds>.  asle^pt.^  carelesaly  posted  sn^ed 
a  whole  park  of  artiUe|cy  jbq.ent^r:  and  idxaw;  npi 
nndier  tbeiwiadiQw^Qf  Nai#tepn.,.  ; /.  w 

It  w^/tf*  il^.mjQfn^nli  that  tlie  furjov^;fli«^ 
were  driven  from  all  quarters  and  with  the  greatest 
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tMehce  ttiW9rd»'>tte  Hludlla ;  forttet  wMf  nt^ 
tracted  «d  dotibtby  this  vMt  cMibAatNsmfoereMed 
erety  moment  in  strength.  The  flower  of  ^b6^'  m*' 
tBjmA'^^^^Bm^^nwi^t^  logt,  ifbit 

one  af  •  tfaet  'brands  «Uat  -^flew '  wet  our  held*  ^vni^ 
aliglmsQ  on  nife  of  «he  cttiisoHB.  Thus'  fstp<sd 
eiK^  oif^tlie  sfAirks  thst  Mtere^lbr  several  houMi 
flotttingitt Hhe  ftir^  dfe^fided  the ftte tffthe  wbote 
army. 

At  length  th^  day»  a  gloomy  day,  appeared  ?  it 
came  to  add  itself  to  the  horrors  of  ihe  seene,  rad 
to  deprire  it  of  its  brilliancy^  Many  of  the  off cers 
sought  refnge  in  the  halls  of  f be  palace,  'flia* 
chiefe,  and  Mortier  himself^  overcome  by  ibeiirsti 
with  whitii,  ibr  thtfty-six  hbws,  they  had  beasa: 
centendittg, thbre  dropped ^ownftom >bt)g«ie''iaMl; 
despair.  *  •■'••• 

lliey  said  tiolbuig,  and  We  aocnsed  oortetrai^' 
MoM  imagiiied  that  want  of  discipline  »  aasr 
troops  and  intORicatioa  had  begun  the '  disilsttoi 
and  that  thehigb  wted  bid  completed  it  Mw 
viewed  otirsalves  vriA  «t  aortof  dnig^itfk  Jk4^Snf 
Of  boiMfthatall  Eitf^  woiiid%(tt^MlM%eF^ 
aAfghted  us.  filled  with  coniMnackitf  ^'m^ 
tfwtie^oiis  fi  catastrophe,  weaicoMtadl  bddh  tatkw 
wiHr  downcast  looks :  it  sullied  our  gUrf^iM  jibu 
prived  na'of  ilie  H^uit  of  1x?'it^tkn«eci€d*  w» 
pMMient  and  our  future  exisMticQ ;  %e  weif^MCMt^ 

bat  'M  army  of  cfittjnala,  wliom<8(gaivi)i^wid<  dib 

dvilia^d  worM  wmiM  imverely  jtid|^^  n^ 
«v«<Mrhetmmg  thoughts  and  parostysnto  tff  tft^Bta 
«gainst  the  incendiaries,  we  were  i^onsM  mly  by 
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tlif9lfiU[«9ife«d(^  9Bk^vw3f)fim)iii8Mk4ift%ttet|«e^^ 
t]»frJl4tbffttUl  15ai^;a  fife^HillOoQ  ted  ^tttodi^. 
ihiii  pHlaiw  >af .  Pi^o^  Xrabfitikfiif  <imi  '4(nifii»iiei , 

set  to  tlie  Exchange :  Russian  police  soldiers  Mudr 
been  Menr«la«riiig  k  tip»  widi  tained  lamo       Hfte, 
htmitrntAeS^^  peiMkMialy.plwdl^ihiididiwlm^gtd 
tlmoM^ves  in  die^  stoves  c^  aen^eisd  honfee^  dAid 
iiNM&dedtliefQjtttai?y  whoHi^rowded  wxmd  ih9n^ 
Bclirkig  tDJothar>\]ttii(rtdt8  whickwei^  slittrstttodt* 
ia^A^  dkoagbt  fimib  reteeats ; :  bol)  wlieft  onf Hn^ 
pmtid^w^ru^'hmBeB  doselyshut.vpsiidrxiiijftf 
habited^  they  had  heard  faint  explosions  within  (. 
thMtf  ^Me.MQoeedeA  by  a  Jltg^v^miolpe,  ;vidiich 
hrAintety  <becaAe  thiokand  iUaclt»  th«n  reddiali^ 
nmk^imiAy  tho  cokikir .  of  lire,,  and;  .preMatkf  (tkft 
iriifrle  edifio».iW0  iiftvblYfed.i^iflaii^ 
yiAIUlid  8M&  iudMii»f]Mktfig?men»  ooFesod  m^ 

tmo90  tfHmiinlbmw^  atid.cihiqpileting.'a(ifingl^^ 
liaigi^itofi^teiiAfefMLvri^gi^  Q^eaaiivlMtabiMi 
iaiplicated  y4tb*  wio6%awi  the  4iieoe«t';el>tlMi» 
«MMi^!irai«(ilio  iloBf^^atiAe  fAina-toiiOMMMl 

Hit  1ilMU9ii(iqMtwotbey.«m;9i<i«,9gbtv«Hrni€ii^^ 


(  «  ) 

Mteaadd  Amd  prfscm  by^tk^IfaiMiiArgmwradflifiaf 
the  purpose  ^f  bumiiig  Mobocmf;.  afeiditbai^^iiii  frdt 

akkrptediODfy  b]^(artnotisiti  ind/es»iited.'Oirijrdiy 

«  Qidam  wen  iflmieiljately.iaaiied.to  shoot  al) 
the  iocesdiaries  cmx  the*<pot«  The  wmir  wasofi 
feat.  The  old  gaard^  which  eacloHveiy  eacupied 
one  part  of  the  Kreulmy  was  ander  arms :  ithia 
baggage^  and  the  horses  ready  haded^  fiikd  tfai 
courts ;  we  were  struck  dnmb  wkh  astomsfaimat^ 
fatigue  and  diaappointniant»  on  witaes8iii9..itha 
destruction  of  aueh  earoellsnt  qnartars.  Thoogii 
maaters  of  Moscow,  we  were  forced  to  guciod 
bifTOuac  without^ provisiDns  beyond  its4gitfea»  ^hh 
:  WhHe  our  troops  wepe  yet  struggling  with  ^Ihp 
eonflagratioB^i  atad  the  army  was  diaputiag 
prey  wilbthe  iaooea,  NapoIeen»  whsae  aleep 
had  darad.(D^iBturi>  dariiig.  the  nighty  was  hwoM 
by  the  twai&ld  light. of  day  and  of  thfiifiaai 
His  first  fceling  was  diat  of  indtattod^ijuiixhlt 
wouM  hasre  ^commanded  the  deaonnng  ^hsoxtot ; 
but  he-«>oo  passed  and  yietdedi to  dayeai«fciiit|i 
Stosprised  thai  whea-  he  hsdrstmok.  at  /theiheasttiotf* 
an  easpiMt  he  abfiuld  find  :tfaistefaay  fttb&r  aestii 
ineiit'thaniaabnnasiQnand  tsf roB^  he*  fek  ieotteif 
vaaqaishttd  aiai  sioiMaaed  ifttdbtfiaoBttoatiob.  xmvu 
This  craqoest;  teiwhtchiie^had  eactifiicc^ieTaftr 
thing,  was  like  a  phantom  whick) ha. hadspfatev^ 
«nd  which' at'theinomentiwheaimthaaagiQeAlh^ 
had  gi-asped:«ij  Mnishcdt  Jma  mmf^  wss%  /if 


(  ^  ) 

mmkAmildiBkmB:  'fld^i;itesithba«6isad  Jsrithntef 
tmmfaiiptetiai ;  4v9^  gettned  /to  lie  onmuMMi.  hy 
thtf  fiw^  ritfaicli  sanroiuid^d^  iantj . .  He  tow.  evevy 
OBOtteirty  pMBd.  to:fliid  -fro,  8aHl.fligmi':aat'  dofm 
«hni|id]^  llelxaiteeaedTlui^vpsrtmeii^iivitkquidR 
steps :  his  sudden  and  vehement  gestures  betcayei 
paiofidimeaBiiiess:  he  quitted^^iEsnmed,  saAagsia 
quitted,  am  vr^ent  oceiqaatifm,  ta  haflteot-  to  the 
frindows  and  watch  the.progDesv  of  the  cbnflagca^ 
tk«.  Short  ai^  iseoheient  exclamations  bunt 
firam  his  labouring,  boaom*  <<  What  a  tremendous 
fyrfftoole  1 — it  is  dieir  own  work  !-*^So  many  pa* 
iiisesi^-What  eKtraord&nary  nsohitiiml-^'What 
ikp«itli-4^Thes& aie  Scytinam  indeed  1"  .•    » 

i'^^Between  the.fire  and  him.theve.was.aneRtaiiPT 
sive  vannt  space,  dien  the  Mosknrai  and  ka»two 
qttays;  and.yetthe  ^e8.ofthe  wiadowai^lajlist 
wUeh  he  leaned^  were:  alraady  faujabngi  to:  the 
tiaadm  and  the  constant  ekesthms  «f  sfweapmsi 
plfeoed  0Of  thei  iron  roofii  a£.  the.  palace,  iwere  iwl 
srtBciffMt.  to  keep  them  clear,  of  the  'iiumfiroiia 
iakesi«f.fire  which  alighted '.upoa.thJmKL  .  .  i  i  i 
.  jfAA'this  jnoment  a  rumter  wasrspsead  (thM  the 
]|MarimwE8iuiiderfluned:  tfais.wias  ooo&nB^H 
^vdiaaid,  byiRuasiaiis^  and  byt  wnttBudociuDm^atoi 
Setae  o£  tb^  attendintB  were. beside.  tbemackM 
tinth'littDr;. while  the  military  swaited  nemDirod 
whatthe'Onkraof^the'EBqficpar  and  firtealimijbd 
4iMe0f'alid>toilid8<alftnn'theBBSpeiiur  le^ed 
<Mdy^by  {&' nnilet  of jiderednhtyw 
'- !  Bet : he  :0tiU>«alked  *  consrijdbively ;  he >etep|^ 
ml  evevy  windowv  and  bebdd  the  tenifale»  the  net 
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tarmikB  eloattal:  ftwousiy  coagaiiattg  fafoibr^fint 
con^otet;  wiDog  aU  tthe  bridfei^  tail^tfab^wMttW 

Utii  in  it^  4sipi)eadi»g  e^eny^  nMiig«tdUMMgi4te 
BBigkfanawny  licmjacv^  and^jr^duttiB^rliiw^vifMiik 
narrower  and  vxnmir^*iimiiU,i^coa£ta^^ 
length  to  the  site  of  the  Kremlin  alone. 

We  already  breathed.adthing  but  smoke  and 
ashes.  Night  approached  and  was  about  to  add 
darkness  to  our  da^gjprsf?  Uirequinozial  gales,  in 
alliance  with  the  Russians,  increased  in  violence. 
Abe  King;  of  Naphsu  and  Prncb  BngBneihsBUdaned 
to  tke  8pct4  in  xseaipany  with^baBfinceaf ^«tf- 
JthdA^l  they  made^thw  way  to  tho  Bmpeom^anri 

i  §nihm  taieenrwid;  ioSBrteAMC  fmmvix^gfbmUtam 
this  scene  of  desolation.  Att  waB^tSEtVfaih)  yjtinq 
iNapoleoily  m-  pesatsaEai  >  icf .  ifaeipalaoe  isfidis 
Chars^  was  bantoAJkDtyiefa^Qg  that«Diiqiieii»Mi 
tPtbe  amtihgnitiom^  wtennUjrirnminiths^sfattitff 
f^;,TfaB:Ka»mUn.i8^.oii.fiDe;V'  .|ia9sed:.iBoaiiMM*liio 
tnoufth,  afld''ros]SBd;nfr  ftnn  the  coateiqsialiiishBtrf* 
p6r  wifk- wkichiUKse  inud^liefn  6riaBd.-;r9hf^(£ap«- 
'nr  want  ^miti  to  •  raoonn<»tiie  itiheidangBn:  ^-iSwiat 
badi  the  finuxnanmidated  tti4he:hQiMihi^  «dMi 
hev^MM^and  twioci  hikl  ^  teo&>e3ttiiigaifil^a^;bbA 
cite  tcmw  of  jbhe  aTSMalJwa0iatilkdbairi^agL^iA4iA£ 
<lier<if  the  poliee^ltod  jbeeatfauddTiBJitfiic^ 
teia;^ht,\aad.Ns{>cd6oa  atttmd^Mfl(ivta(iief|plenii« 
gated  in  his  fimseiiee^ )  iThik  tenarasltbeffaDsiab 
idsitrfuiihe  ihad  .uMoatadJ  hM  bebai&kdmB  mtk^ 
tfignalwgirahBbyMs  4d^  ;>Br  wmftef^mtHMtt 


•  >»i.      .       '  ,p       ..    -ii 
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itmrf-.ttmg  uMii  demteicl  ta  :dcBti!M*ioii»  the:  «o- 
4iMil  AndwMed  Kvemlm  itildf  not  Mccepled. 

Tki  gtalni)eaol>the£aifttcDr  betdbeaed  diadaiD 
atid  mmliqfi:  the  vraeUdi  was.  hmned  into  tiie 
.fiflrt  ■  cooct,  whem  the  enra^Bd  gnenaiiiats  dwn 
4|Mit«l»d^hni;WJIh.th0ic  btytasta.    . . 


CHXP.  "WI. 

I 

:  Sttdriofiidaiit  cbcided  NapoloDQ.  He  hMtily 
4aiceMlad.the  noitheni  tteioiaise^  fiuxunui  for  the 
hnwianm  of  the  JStqelitzts^  aul  Msiud  to  be 
{gmded:  ost  <if  thecity^  to  tine  flbafem^oe  of  a  leagwe 
4iir)  theifoed  to  PetMnfcmgii^  tomid  the  impeml 
pekce  of  :PetfDWiky« 

j/hBut  we ven  encirohHi^faijr'^a  pa^  o£  fire,  ^ich 

lilaeked;i]peU<the\gaie9  efi  tketcttadf^.a^  iras- 

rtnled  theififst  attempts.  thM  wan  jneukk  io.  d^ 

t After  Mme^aiateh^  we  diaeoirered  aipostem  gate 

faediiig  between  tiie  meka  to  the-Meakwa.    It 

-WMi.'byutiiis  eanew  patfle^e  ikat  Mapoleeii^  hiit 

afieikaaadgiiardesocqyediraaittbeKraml^^  But 

'tahel  had/  thegr  Ktimi  by  tbis'imniettient?    They 

-bed  af^naobed  nearer  to  the  fii)e»  end  covkL  nei-^ 

Ae^.retieat  juet  fewmi  where  they  were;  and 

limrjMre  Jtherjr:jtO!edaanee2.bow  force  a  peaeage 

tlnmii^  the jwavesiitf' this  ocean^ef  fl^jne  ?    Those 

wherhad itaawaaeir  die  city,  staaeed  by.  the  tern- 

jpMkfi  and^Uinded  byi  the  aahes,  oouldi.not  find 

'titaieaeay^s^aiaoe  Ae  slieets  ^thepiselfea.were  no 

longer  dbttoguidiable  amidst  smoke  and  ruins. 
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the  flames  around  us  bdOMie^eyfarycwitwptfiia» 
Tioteoti    A  liPgle  tilimiw  windsBg  itBM(,f  di'oa 
fire,  appealed- to  be  nther  tirt  enlBanoaitiMtt  tke' 
outlet  to  tbis  helL    Th^Bmperer  ro*hbditQtt/fite« 
and  withbout  hesitttia»  into  lhia<  aurravr  pHBigej 
He  r^dv^Qoed  amid  tfie  crftdduigi  of  'the  flimei^' 
the  ciB«b  K>f  Aoof^i  aild.  the  fall  of  bnrbiog  *  tian 
ber%  and  of  the  xa^hQi  non  rooft'^idiMi  bioMed 
around  him.    These  ruins  impeded  his  pnaigrani' 
The  flaiQoea  wUch»  with  impetuous  isoar,  eomNimed 
the  edifif^P^  betweea  which' we  wete  pibeeedji^i  > 
spreading,  beyond  the  wcdls^.  weive  Ud#ii  abou^ftqfi  . 
the  wiod»,aod  formed lui  arch oter our  haia.:  iMfs^* 
walked  on  a^gyound  of  fire^Jbeneatbater^akjiv  > 
and  betwew  two  walla  of  iftDe.    The  itrtensethai^ 
bumed  oyir.  eyes^  whioh  we  were  iteMrlflMlesi  < 
obliged  to  keep -open,  and  fised  on  tii»  dadgetv'* 
A  copsumingataiospheae,  gtowmgashMi  detaidied 
flamf^s,  pwrohed  owr  4iiroate^  iaiiiib;miidareil'  Mr 
respiralion.ahort  and  dirf;  afldwe>^eRi«lteafif  * 
afanost  suffocated  by  (he  siliokci.  Oiir  Inlads  iita»  ' 
burm^^  either  in  endeavouTing  tofiiotact  odr  iMflS' 
from  the  iusupportoble  heafry  or  in  brutldiigdErrfhe' 
sparks  which  every  momenfc  lee^feeed  waAij^mi^' 
tral^.oiirgarinents»  .'    '  '    !//;    >     MtT 

In  this  f nezpre^sible  dietseis^  ttA  tarhcBDivfi^i:!' 
pid  adyaiM^  seemed  to  be  pur 'only  neft0iafaafi^]ij<  - 
our  gnide  ^toppedan  upcertakily  ahdi^agituridn/*^ ! 
Here  would  probably  \mnti  telmbiriteAioar  mimmt^^f 
turou9career»  htid  not  atftie  ptlbftia'OfilfaaiM'^' 
corps  reeogniawd  the  Eaq^or  MnUbl  the  wHirfiag' 
flames :  they  ran  up  and  guided  him  towards  the 
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TfaM^mmbii^'  mIm^^  hUd  htm  ^otttiAiNiH  aJ:  the  ^ 
Mirtfev%»hftd.dcnn»d-<p'  be  carried  bdck'  Ationg^ 
the^OMft  to  TMCuc  Napbleon,  or  lo^  perMi-  vnth  ' 
hiqauinHe  Arew  himcidf  iiit6^1li»  arms^wMitransP  ' 
ponfei^tthe  Empeior  receivied  Mm  kindly,  but  M^ith  ; 
thitoictMiHi  atme  which  in  dangfei^he  never  Idst  feV^  ' 
a  QHmMti  • 

lE«DiiMn|»  feom  this  vMt  i^egion  of  calieimttkiis/  ^ 
it  wmihsilbm  neeesiary  t^  pa^  a  lohg  convoy  of 
pofcttMttfvAieli  "viFia  lieAling  amidst  the  %te:    This 
waiMiot^ie-  least  of  litd  dangers^  btit  it:>;vte  die  ' 
lai^^iHi^^'by  iiigfal&Uhe  arrived  at  Fetrowsky^    \ 

j)ibitt5iMiiiiiig;  the  1 7th^  of •  September,  Naf>6-^' 
leoM'Haitt  itta  first  «looks  at  MoMowy  hopki^  to  se^ 
th^MteiceaiagralMB  hsid'subsidedi  He  beh«fd 
it  higlnJK  lagHiif  ^di^  the  uttiiqst  tlol^ncfe:  the 
wlMle^byappeaiiefll  like  avwt^^^poat'of  fire  risiti^  "' 
in  frffasdng  eddtes^to  the  Mcy^  which  it  deeply  x^^-  ' 
loiwvk  .lAkaofbed  by  this  me)anehi3ty  cositeni^'; 
pUMiMi  ho  ofasoned  a  long  and'  gl4K)my  ailenee,  ^ 
whidhiiKihi*ke  onlyby  tfaeexelamalion,  <^  Thfii  ^ 
fi>whfljpg(jgreat.iniifo^  us  t  *'         .        -u    -^ 

The  effort  which  he  had  made  tto^reock  Mm^W^  - 
hadMi^Mndbd  ittdiis'Melttiisr  o£  warferi^.  Mod66^ 
haifchtoi  Aeitei  tof  tea  pwtjetts;  the  aitti  of  a/l  I 
hiafihd|M«iii>afadi  MoMliw^'^9^  uo  more!-  W/hdli' 
Mis  to<'He»iliin0t!  •  Here  this  decifeiYe' genius  ^  ^ 
\ilMi&itx>ikmi^. .  iie,  Mio4a  1809^^d't)ri>''' 
d»«HBttier  edMHi  Qiid  te|s4  abaadonm&nt^  dA'' 
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expedition  prepared  at  an  immense  cost,  anid  de^ 
termined  at  Boulogne-sur-^mer  on  the  surpriR  aod 
annihilation  of  the  Austrian  army,  in  short,  tSi 
the  operations  of  the  campaign  between  Ufan 
and  Munich  exactly  as  they  were  executed ;  tiie 
same  man,  who,  the  following  year,  dictated  at 
Paris  with  the  same  Infallibility  aU  the  moyemento 
of  his  army  as  far  as  Berlin,  tiie  day  fixed  for  in 
entry  into  that  capital,  and  the  appointment  of 
the  governor  whom  he  destined  for  it — he  it  was, 
who,  astonished  in  his  turn,  was  now  undeoided 
what  course  to  pursue.  Never  had  be  commuiii- 
cated  his  most  daring  projects  to  the  most  coofe 
dential  of  his  ministers  but  in  the  order  Ibr  tiuir 
execution ;  he  was  now  constrained  to  coasult,! 
and  put  to  the  proof,  the  moral  and  physical  etter" 
gies  of  those  about  him. 

In  doing  this,  however,  he  still  preserved  tbe 
same  forms.  He  decktred-,  liierefore^  ^M  he 
shouldmarcfa;  for  Petersburg.  This  conquest  was 
already  mailed  out  on  his  maps,  hitherto  Mprd- 
phetic:  orders  were  even  issued  to  the  difiMni 
corps  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness.  But  fab 
decision  was  only  a  foint :  it  was  but  a  b^ler^ftee 
that  he  strove  to  assume,  or  an  expedient  far  di* 
verting  his  grief  for  die  loss  of  Moscow :  so  llttt 
Berthier,  and  more  especiifiy  BieMi^es,  dMn^ooih 
vinciBd  him  that  he  had  neitiier^^kM^'  pn»v4si^ 
roads,  nor  a  single  Tenquisite  for  fi|o  exteuiveu 
excursion. 

At  this  moment  he  was  apprised  (dtat  KutoiMC 
after  having  fled  eastward,  bad  suddenly  tomed  to 
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the  south  afid  tbrowa  himself  between  Moscow 
and  KftJouga,  This  was  an  additional  ixK>tive 
agaiQtt  the  expedition  to  Petersburg ;  there  was 
a  tiaree^ld  ceayon  for  marching  upon  this  beaten 
amy  for  the  purpose  of  fipi^hing  it ;  to  secnoe  his 
n|^  ihik  and  his  line  of  operation ;  to  possess 
hmself  of  Kakmga  and  Toula*  the  granary,  and 
sra^nal  of  Russia ;  apd  lastly,  to  open  a  saie»  short, 
aeWj^andvifgia  retreat  to  Smolensk  and  Lithu- 
ania. 

;  SiojBe  one  pooposed  to  returo  uponWittgenstein 
and  Witepsk*  i^apoleon  wa9  undecided  between 
Umie  pkois*  That .  for  the  conquest  of .  Peters- 
burg '  alome  flattered  him ;  the  .  otheirs  appearM 
}fat  as  ways  of  relreat,  as  acknowledgmpnts.oC 
eiMr ;  and  wheUier  from  pride,  or  policy  wMcb 
will  not  admit  itself  to  be  in  the  wrQd»g>  he  re* 

jtttedth^n. 

Besides,  where  was  he  to  stop  in  a  retreat  ?  D^a 
had  so  fully  calculated  on  conchiding  a  peace  at 
Moscow,  that  he  had^no  winter  quarters  provided  in 
Lithuania.  Kalouga  had  no  temptations  for  him* 
Whevebre  lay  waste,  fresh  provinces?-  It  would 
be  wiscar  to  threaten  them,  and  leave  the  Russians 
aomciiii^  tarlaae,  in  osdet  to  induce  theo^  to  con- 
dode  a  peace  by  whieh  it  migkit  be  pa;eserved» 
Would  it  be  poBftible  to  nuirch  ,tQ  another  battle; 
l0rfirMh.«onqttest8»  waAbout  exposing  a  li»e  of  opet 
mtion^Mveredwith  aidi*  stragglers,  wounded  and 
convoys  of  all  sorts  ?  Moscow  was  the  general 
nUsfing  poiat;  how  coiildit.be  changed?  What 
MkotfMfM  would  have  aay.fattiaction  ? 

£2 
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*  »  * 

'  Lastly,  and  above  all,  bow  rdkiqiiiata  a  Itope  to 
whicb  he  had  made  so  many  aacrifieee,  whtn  he 
knew  that  his  letter  to  Alexander  had  jaslpisAd 
the  Russian  advanced  posts;  when  ei^t  days 
would  be  sttflicient  for  receiviDg  an  answer  so  sr- 
dently  desired ;  when  he^anted  dot  time  teitdly 
and  reorganize  his  army^  to  coUeot  the  reliosi>f 
Moscow,  the  conflagration  of  which  bad  bat  too 
strongly  sanctioned  pillage,  and  to  draw,  his 
soldiers  from  that  vast  infirmary ! 

Scarcely  indeed  a  third  of  that  army  and  of 
that  capital  still  existed.  Bot  himself  and  the 
Kremlin  were  still  standing :  his  renown  was  attH 
entire,  and  he  persuaded  himself  that  those  tiro 
great  names.  Napoleon  and  Mosclrar,  oomhiiidi 
would  be  sufficient  to  accomplish  every  dnag. 
He  determined,  therefore,  to  return  to  the  bem- 
lin,  which  a  battalion  of  his  guard  had  onlv- 
taaately  preserved* 
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The  camps  whicb  he  traversed  ofthiftwnyA^f 
presented  an  extiBMdinary  sight,  bi  tkB  deUsy 
amidst  tbick  nmd,  large  fires  wera^  kept  up- with 
mahogany  furaituie,  windows*  aoA  gilded  :doev* 
Around  diese  fires,  oa  a  litter  of  damp  atnKW,  m- 
perfectly  sheltwed  by  a  few  boards,  iwore  /seen 
Uie  solc^ersp  and  their  officers,  splasbedt  all;  over 
with  mud  and  blackened  with  mxno^y  sealed 


(    «3    ) 

in  arm^-chaim  •  or  radindd    on   silken  coaches. 
At  thmr  feet  were  sfyread  or  heaped  Cashmere 
nhawls^  (he  rtrest  fiirs  of  Siberia,  the  gold  stuffs 
of  Pereia^  and  silTer  plates,  off  which  they  had 
votkiBg'to  eat  but  a  black  dou^  baked  in  the 
•  ashes,  and  ludf  broiled  and  bloody  horse-^flesh. 
Sngolar  assemblage  of  abundance  and  want,  of 
ffidies  and  filA,  of  luxury  and  wretofaedaess ! 
.    Between  the  camp  and  the  city  were  met 
troops  of  soldiers  dragging  aloog  their  booty,  or 
driving  before  diem,  like  beasts  of  burden,  Mus- 
»di> viles  bending  under  the  weight  o{  the  pillage  of 
itfaeic.ea|Btal4  Cor  the  fire  brought  to  view  nearly 
•titenty  tfaoneand  idiabitants,  previouidy  unob- 
enetiredf  in  that  immense  city.   ^  Somex>f  these  Mns- 
!0OvitM '  of  both  sexes  were  well  dressed ;  they 
-went  tradei^eople.    They  came  with  the  wreck 
mti  their  property  to  seek  refuge  at  our  fires. 
They  lived  pell-mell  with  our  soldiers,  proteeted 
by  some,  and  tolerated,  or  rather  scarcely  re- 
marked by  others. 

About  ten  thousand  of   the  enemy's   troops 

were  in  the  same  predioament.     For   sevend 

days  diey  wandered  about  amongst  us  free,  and 

mkm  of '  ^tt  even  still  armed.    Our  soldiers 

>aM'  tiese   vanquished   enemies   withoiit   ani- 

.iiiesi|!y,:'or  widiottt  tfaiolcing  of  making   them 

.^mmmn}  Aiiher  beeaiise  they  cmisid^red  the  war 

WM  hmug  M^eaa  end,  or  item  thoughtlessness  or 

•yity^taad .  because  when  not  inr  battle  the  French 

i.iftelight  in- hating  no:  enemies.     They  suffered 

to  sham  theirfires ;  nay,  mere,  they  allowed 
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them  to  pillage*  in  theftr  cnnpaoy.  M^k  mae 
degree  Oi  order  w«(a  restored,  iir  rather  whee  tiie 
officerahad  organized  this  maraadtng  aa  aregpiisf 
system  of  forage,  the  gteM;  qumher  of  these  Kasr 
sian  stragglers  then  attraoted  notice.  Onleniren 
given  to  secure  them ;  hut  seven  or  eig^  Hsnt 
sand  had  ^already  escaped.  It  waa  not  loag  her 
fore  we  had  to  fight  tiiem;  *   .       . 

On  entering  the  oity,  the  Bmpamr  xma  stinek 
by  a  sight  still  inoreextraordttary :  a.  feMr  hoesei 
scattered  among  the  ruins  were  all  lliBt  ^icas  left  of 
the  mighty  Moscow.  The  ameM .  iflsoing  £rank  tUa 
colossus,  ov.erthrown,  bvrrBed,  and  caloiaied,  nil 
horrible.  Heaps  of  ashes,  and  at  iatemls,;  fiag" 
ments  of  walls  or  half  demolishad:psUais»  .wbk 
now  the  only  vestiges  that  marked;  liie ;  site  <tf 
jstreets.    -  .-     i.-.- 

The  suburbs  were  spnnhled  with.  BnssiaasiMtf 
both  sexes»  covered  with  garments  neaidy  bumti 
They  flitted  like  spectres  anioagtheraiiiB;.  sqpialMi 
in  the  gardens,  some  of  theat  weia  jcsatdoiigxip 
the  earth  in  quest  of  vegetables,  v^i)e.otfattca.ti6re 
disputing  with  the  crows  for  the  lalicaof  sthedMi 
animals  whicbthe  army  had  Left  behmd;.  JI?stftUr 
on,  others  again  were  seen  pliuigiBg  fiite::tiie 
Moskwa  to  bring  out  some  of  the  oor»  nrhichJhs^ 
been  thrown  into  it*  by  command  «f  RpstiqpiBhiD, 
and  which  they  deraured  without  /prepiialM 
sonr  and  spmled  :as  itvahready'iraa'*  •  .t 

Meanwhile  the  sight  of  the  bofliiy»  mtnwih^ 
the  camps  where  every  thmg  was  yet.  wanting^ 
inflamed  the  soldiers  whom  their  dvttyiM  stticier 
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hAd  kept  ivith  their  colours.  They  mur- 
murad.  "  Why  were  they  to.  be  kept  back  ? 
Wkfwren  they  to. perish  by  famine  and  want, 
when  every  thing  was  within  their  reach !  Was 
it  right  to  leav^  the.  enemy's  fises  to  destroy  what 
aoght  be  sared?  Why  was  snob  respect  to  be 
pajd^bem?''  They  added,  that  'Vas  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Moscow  had  not  only  abandoned,  but 
eroo  endeavoored  utterly  to  destroy,  it,  all  that 
tiiey  could  save  would  be  legitimately  picquired ; 
that  llie  iemains:Of  that  dty,  like  the  relics  of  the 
arms  of  the  conquered,  belonged  by  right  to  the 
▼ictors,  as  tiie  Muscovites  had  turned  their  ciqpitd 
into  a  vast  machine  of  wv>  for  the. purpose  of 

It  was  the  best  principled  and  the  best  disc^ 
plined  who  argued  thus,  and  it  was  impossible  to 
Kply.  Too  strict  scruples  at  fiest  prevented  the 
issuing  of  oi^rs  for  pillage ;  it  was  now  per- 
BHttad,  unrestrained  by  regulations.  Urged  by 
tfie  most  imperious  necessities,  all  hurxied  to  share 
in  the  spoil,  the  soldiers  of  the  HHe,  and  even  offi* 
cetB  themselvesi  Their  chiefs  were  obliged  to 
drat  their  eyses:  only  such  guards  as  were  ab$o^ 
lately  indispensable  were  left  with  the  eagles 
aai  the  iasces. 

The  Bmperor  saw  his  whole  army  dispersed 
^fwr  tile  city.  His  progress  was  obstructed  by  a 
long  file  of  marauders  going  in  quest  of  booty  and 
returning  widi  it ;  by  tumultuous  assemblages  of 
soldiers  grouped  around  the  entrances  of  cellars, 
or  the  doors  of  palaces,  shops,  and  churches. 


(     66    ) 

which  the  fire  had  mtrly.feadieA,  and 'into  wluch 
they  were  eodeawuting  lo  fxeoetrarte. 

Hig  steps  were  impeded  by  the  fregmenta  of 
fomiture  of  every,  kiad.whkh  had  been  tfarpvn 
out  of  the  windows  to  saw.  it  from  the  flaaie8».or 
by  rich  pillage  which  had  been,  abandoned  frMi 
caprice  for  some  other  booty ;  for  auch  ia  HbBwwf 
with  soldiers ;  they  are  inoessantly  beginning  tliitir 
fortune  afreah,  taking  every  thing  withont  jdiscii- 
mination,  loading  theouielves  beyond  meamre,  as 
if  they  could  carry  ail  they  find ;  then»  afiter  they 
have  gone  a  few  steps^  oompeUed  by  &tigae;lio 
throw  away  the. greatest  part  of  their  bitfden^. 

The  roads  were  obstrnoted ;  the  open  plaoBS, 
like  the  camps,  were  turned  into  inaiketa,  wluther 
every  jone  repaired  to  exchange  superflnitieo  ftr 
necessariea.  There,  the.  rarest  artides,  Uievaloe 
of  which  was  not  known  by  their  poasesams, 
were  sold  at  a  low  price ;  others^  of  deoeilAd  ap- 
pearance, were  purchased  at  a  price  :£ur  beyoiid 
aheir  worth.  Gold,  as  beang  man  portable^  w«ib 
bought  at  an  immense  loss  with  aiLver»  which  the 
'knapsacks  were  incapable  of  hoiding.  Every- 
where soldiers  were  seen  seated  on. bales  of  met- 
tchandize,  on  heaps  of  sugar  and  oofiee^  annd^tt 
wines  and  the  most  exqnjaite  liqueurs,  whidt  thay 
aofiered  in  exchange  fwc  a  morsel  of  hnad»  Many, 
in  an  intoxication  aggravated  by  inaidtieii*  (iiad 
fallen  near  the  flames,  which  leaehed:  them 'and 
put  an  end  to  their  iives.  -  <  *.i 

.  •  Most  of  the  houses  and  palaeaa  which  had:  e«- 
ca[ied  the  fire  served  nevertheleast  for  quarters  *fiir 
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'tke  aOkBT^  snd  ^lithat'Hiey  ^^ntarii^ed  was  re- 
spected. All  behieid  with  pain  thr»  vast  dertfucr 
tioft,  and  the  pillage  mhiah  was  itd  neeeffiary  con- 
8equetice«  Smiieof  oar  men  bdenging  to  the 
6iiie  were  charged  with  •  taking  too  mtich  pleasure 
in  coUeetkig  what*  they  were  able  to  sa^e  from 
the  flames;  but  their  mi mber  was  so ^w  thiM; 
thtty  were  mentioned  by  name.  In  these  ardent 
men  war  was  a  passion  'whioh  presupposed  the 
existaace  of  others.  It  wais^  not'  oov«touAness>  for 
thfiy  did  not  hoard ;  they  spent  lavishly  what  they 
fucfced  up»  taking  in  order  to  give,  believing  that 
one  hand  *  washed  the  other,  and  that  they  had 
paid  for  every  tiling  with  the  danger. 

For  the  rest,  on  such  an  occasion,  tiieie  is 
scandy  any  distinction  to  be  modej  unless  in  llie 
mMive:  some  took  with  regret,  others  with  joy, 
:and  all  from  necessity*  Amidst  wealtiir  whilsh 
had  ceased  to  belong  to  any  individual,  ready  to 
he  consumed,  or  to  be  buried  in  ashes,  they  wetf^ 
fdaced  in  a  quite,  novel  situation,  where  right  and 
wrong  were  confounded,  and  for  whidi  no  nife 
was  laid  down.  The  moflit  delicate,  either  ^m 
principle  or  because  they  were  richer  than  ottiers, 
bought  of  the  scUiersthe  provision  and  ap^el 
wbidk  they  required  i '  eooie  sent  sigents  to/pkmder 
for  ihem ;  >  and  the  most  necbssjitoaB  were:  forced 
toilielp'theaiseWes^witlL  their  own  hands. 

As  to  tbc'soldieyik,  manyof  Aembemgembaji^ 
rassed  with  the  fruits  of  their  pillage^  becamp 
less  active,  less  •thoughtless*:  in  danger 'Ihey 
began  to  calculate,  and  in  order  to  save  tl^eir 
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booty  Hiey  did  wiiat  they  would'  have 
doing- to  save  themselves. 

It  was  amidst  this  confosion  that  Napoleon  agaiti 
entered  Moscow.  He  had  allowed  this  pillage, 
hoping  that  his  army,  scattered  over  the  rains, 
would  not  ransack  them  in  vain.  Bat  when  he 
learned  that  the  disorder  increased ;  that  the  <M 
guard  itself  was  seduced;  that  the  Russiaa 
peasants,  who  were  at  length  allured  thither  with 
provisions,  for  whidi  he  caused  them  to  be  libe- 
rally paid  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  others, 
were  robbed  -of  these  provisions  wMch  they 
brought  us  by  our  famished  soldiers;  when  iie 
Mras  informed  that  the  diflferent  corps,  destrlute  of 
every  thing,  were  ready  to  fight  for  the  relics  of 
Moscow ;  that,  finally,  ^1  the  ejdsting  resources 
were  wasted  by  this  irregular  piHage ;  he  then 
issued  strict  Orders,  and  forbade  his  guard  to  leave 
their  quartets.  The  churches,  in  w'hidi  our  cav^alry 
had  sheltered  themselves,  were  restored  to  thto 
Greek  worship.  The  business  of  plunder  ww 
ordered  to  be  taken  in  turn  by  the  corps  like  any 
other  duty,  and  directions  were  at  length  given 
for  securing  the  Russian  loiterers. 

Bat  it  was  too  late.  These  soldiers  hild  fled: 
the  affrighted  peasants  returned  no  more ;  gctet 
quantities  of  provisions  were  spoiled.  Tbe 
French  army  have  sometimes  ftflen  JMO  this  &ait, 
but  on  the  present  occasion  the  fire  pleads  their 
excuse :  no  time  was  to  be  lost  in  anticipating  the 
flames.  It  is,  however,  a  remarkable  fact,  that  at 
the  first  command  perfect  order  was  restored. 
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Some  writers,  aikl  even  French  ones,  have  can* 
sacked  these  ruins  in  que^t  of  traces  of  outnigee 
which  ought  have  b^n  cpmmijtt^d.  There  were 
yery  iew.  Most  of  pur  oaen  behavied  geyieroudly, 
opufiideipi^  th^  small  nuqiber  of  ^inhabitanjts  and  the 
gneafcnumber  of  enemas ,th^t  they  met  with.  But 
if  in  the  first  moments  of  piUa|^  some  exowtep 
were  committed^  ought  this  to  appear  surinrimng 
in  an  army  exasperated  by  such  urgent  wants, 
such  severe  sufferings,  and  composed  of  so  many 
different  nations  ? 

Misfortune  having  since  crushed  these  warriors, 
reproaches  have,  as  is  always  the  case,  been  raised 
Il0)iniit  them.  Wkfi  can  be  ignorant  that  such 
diaiwd^ya  have  ^way s  be^  the  had  side  of  great 
wnm,  the  iagliHTPUs  part  of  gknry ;  that  ihe  ra- 
nonp.of  conquerors  ^casts  its. shadow  lik^  every 
thing  else  in  tl^  world!  Does  there  exist  a 
oraature  ever  so  diminutive,  on  every  side  of 
which  the  sun»,  great  as  is  that  luminary,  can  shine 
at  QDW  )  it  is  therefore  a  law  of  nature,  that  large 
bodie9..have  large  shadows.  For  the  rest,  people 
hav9  been  too  muqh  astonished  at  the  virtues  as  well 
as  at  the  vices  of  that  army.  They  were  the  virtues 
oC  llie  mpn^nt,  the  vices  of  the  age;  and  for  this 
vwy  reason,  the  fofa^  w^e  less  praiseworthy 
and  the  latter  less  reprehensible,  inasmuch  as  they 
wtyw^  a  I  may  so  express  myself,  enjoined  by 
fiBBinple  and  <^umstances.  Thus  every  thing 
i%9dative  which  does  not  exdude  fixed  princi- 
jAm  and  absolute  good  as  the  point  of  departure 
and  aim*    But  here  the  question  relates  to  the 
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jadgttient  formed  of  this  army  ADS' its  (tiief;  and 
he  Mrho  would  form  ^correct*  j\idgment  bf  thetti 
mvtst  put  himself  in  their  place.  As»  theo^  this 
position  is  very  elevated,  very  extraoidinary,  tery 
complieated,  few  minds  are  capable  of  attainiBg 
rt,  embracing  the  whde  of  it,  and  appreciating  all 
its  necessary  results. 


m 


CHAP.  IX. 


Meanwhile  Kuttisof,  on  leaving  Moseowy  had 
drawn  Murat '  towards  Kolomna^  to  the  *  poirit 
where  the  Mbskwa  intersects  the  roadis«  Hi^ie, 
under  favow  of  tl»  night,  he  suddenly  tnmeAfo 
the  Mroth,  proceeding  by  way  of  Podot;  to41At>w 
himself  between  Moscow  add  Kalonga;  ^nris 
nootunal  march  of  the  limsiaiis  abourMoBOiiiir, 
die  at^6  and  iames  of  wbioh  wete  wstfled  to 
tbem  by  the  violenee  of  the  wind,  was  melanoMy 
and  religious.  They  advanced  hy  ^e  ^Mi^l 
light  of  the  coniagration,  whteh  waSccmMitriiag 
the  centre  of  thiBir  commercei  the  Mintttuaiyef 
thi^lr  leH^on,  the  ^^le  df  tlkeir  ekopitfe;  '^  FHM 
with'  honor  and  indignaAttn  they  all  kept 4a 
siiillen'8ilence>  which  was  utibmken*  sAi^  h^y'tfie 
dull  and  mofifotonous  sotfnd-  of  tlMfifr  fMtstepe;  ^ 
roaritsg  of  the^flames^  and  the  howling  <4'^  ttdi- 
pest.  The  dismal  light  was  fte^itentiy  iiitef- 
rupted  by  livid  and  suddeh  eicpl6sioite.     fTbe 
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browB  of  theae  warriors  were  then  contracted  by 
a  savage  grieC  and  the  fire  of  their  sombre  and 
threatening  looks  answered  these  flames^  which 
they  regarded  as  our  work :  it  already  betrayed 
that  fer ocioQS.  revenge  which  was  rankling  in  their 
hearts,  which  spread  throughout  the  whole  empire, 
and  to  which  so  many  Frenchmen  fell  victims. 

At  this  solemn  moment  Kutusof  in  a  firm  and 
noble  tone  informed  his  sovereign  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  his  capital.    He  declared,  that ''  to  pre- 
serve the  fertile  provinces  of  the  south,  and  his 
communication  with  Tormasof  and  Tchitchakof, 
he  had  been  obliged  to  abandon  Moscow,  but 
forsakeaby  its  inhabitants  who  were  the  life  of  it ; 
that  the  people  are  the  soul  of  every  empire ;  that 
wherever  the  Russian  people  were,  there  was 
Mdsoow  and  the  whole  empire  of  Russia/* 
'  Here,  however,  he  seemed  to  bend  under  tl^ 
Wtidght  of  his  grief.     He  admitted  that  ''  this 
wottttd  was  deep  and  could  never  be  efiaoed;*' 
but  soon  recovering  himself,  he  added,  that ''  the 
lees  of  Moscow  made  bat  one  city  less  ia  the 
erapife,  that  it  was  the  saerifibe  of  part  for  the 
M^valiaii  d  the  whole.    He  was  throwing  himself 
oivihe  flank  of  the  enemy's  long  line  of  opeiatikm, 
feaeping  him  as  it  were  blockaded  by  his  detaeh- 
meat*:    there  be  should  watcii  his  movements, 
d^vet  the  resoueees  of  the  empire,  recruit  his 
ainny  r  and  already  (on  the  16th  of  Septen^r)  he 
asmouftced,  that  '*  Nf^mleon  would  be  forced  to 
aAiaadQa  hift  &tal  conquest.'* 
ilt  is  said  that  on  the  receipt  of  this  intelligence 
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AteJcander  was  thtmderstrack*  Napbleon  boiit 
hopes  on  the  weakness  of  his  rival,  and  the  Rus- 
sians at  the  same  time  dreaded  the  effect  of  that 
weakness.  The  Czar  belied  both  these  hopes  and 
these  fears.  In  his  sentiments  he  appeared  great 
9$  his  misfortune;  he  addressed  bis  subjects. 
**  No  pusillanimous  dejection  V  he  exclaimed : 
•*  Let  us  vow  redoubled  courage  and  perseve- 
rance !  The  enemy  is  in  desert^  Moscow  as  in 
a  tomb,  without  means  of  donlination  or  even  of 
existence.  He  entered  Russia  with  three  him* 
dred  thousand  men  of  all  countries,  without  union 
or  any  national  or  religious  bond; — he  has  -  lost 
half  of  them  by  the  sword,  lamine,  and  desertion: 
he  has  but  the  wreck  of  this  army  in  Moscow ;  he 
is  in  the  heart  of  Russia,  and  not  a  single  Russian 
is  at  his  feet. 

''  Meanwhile  our  forces  are  increasing,  and  in* 
closing  him.  He  is  in  the  midst  of  a  mighty 
population^  surrounded  by  armies  which  are  wait* 
ing  for  and.  keeping  him  in  check*  To  escape 
famine  he  will  soon  be  obliged  to  direct  his  flig^ 
through  the  close  ranks  of  our  brave  soldiers, 
^hall  we  then  recede,  when  all  Europe  is  looU&g 
on  and  encouraging  us  I  Let  us  cAiitheconttary 
set  it  an  example,  and  kiss  the  hand  which  -  has 
chosen  us  to  be  the  first  of  the  nations  in  dieicame 
pf  virtue  and  independence/'  He  conckMled  with 
an  invocation  to  the  Almighty. 
,  The  Russians  entertain  different  opinions  >i>e« 
specting  their  general  and  theit  Emptor.  We, 
for  our  partf  flft  enemies,  cAn  only  judge  ef  our 
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enemies  by  their  actions.  Now  such  were  their 
words,  and  their  actions  corresponded  with  them* 
Comrades!  let  us  do  them  justice!  their  sacrifice 
was  complete,  without  reserve,  without  tardy  re- 
gret9.  They  have  sipce  claimed  nothing,  even  in 
the  enemy  s  capital  which  they  preserved.  Their 
renown  has  remained  great  and  un^ulljled.  They 
have  knpwn  real  glory ;  and  when  ^  more  advanced 
civilization  shall  have  spread  among  all  classes  of 
tbat  great  nation,  it  will  have  its  brilliant  era,  and 
will  sway  in  its  turn  the  sceptre  of  glory,,  which 
i^  seems  to  be  decreed  that  the  nations  of  the 
earth  shall  successively  relinquish  to  each  other. 

This  circuitous  march  made  by  Kutusof,  either 
from  indecision  or  stratagem,  turned  out  fortunate 
for  him.  Murat  lost  all  trace  of  him  for.  three 
days.  The  Russian  employed  this  interval  in 
studying  the  ground  Bfid  entrepching  himself. 
His  advanced  guard  had  nearly  ircached  Woro- 
nowo>  one  of  the  finest  domains  belonging  to 
Count  Rostopchin,  when  that  nobleman  pro- 
ceeded forward  before  it.  Th^  Russi^s  sup- 
posed that  he  was  going  to  take  a  last  look  at  this 
mansion,  when  all  at  once  the  edifice  was  wrapt 
from  their  sight  by  clouds  of  smoke. 

They  hurried  on  to  extinguish  the  fii^e,  but 
Rostopchin  himself  rejected  their  aid*  They 
bebdd  lum  amid  the  flames  which  he  was  encou- 
raging, smiling  at  the  demolition  of.  this  splendid 
nwinflion,  and  thea  willi  a  firm  hand  penuwg  tj^ese 
woods, .  which  the  French,  shuddering  with,  sur- 
pnse,  read  on  the  iroa  gate  of  a  church  which  was 
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left  sitaoiing:  "  For  e^  yi^pics  ^AyietlwfflljWi- 
bellishipg:  thia  plac^,  wlwre  I  •  b»w  ^v^  hmiy 
in  the  bo^oim  Qf  my  family.  Tfa«  iBN^j^fiM>f 
this  estate  will  leave  it  <m  yopf  vp^vt^i^a^^l 
hare  ,8^  file  to  my  house  that  it  ipif|ht^i|{!le^ 
polluted,  hy  yottT  preseace.  FreQch^MM  hlmm 
relioiquishefl  to  you  my  two.  hawses  at  MfliOiir* 
with  iuniiture  •  to  the  amoui^t.of  haJif  a  qfyUoiripf 
rubles.    Here  you  will  find  oeslluog-lH^wlMif^?'. 

It  yrasnear  this  place  that  M»iM.€i|U3n»«4fFnth 
Kuitusof..  OatheSdthoC'Septon^Mrtltevi^.iiMKa 
smart  eogageipent  of  cavahry  towairds  Cx^ifiluMP. 
aod  another,  on  the  4th  oi  Ootober,  nmr^M'W-' 
kowo.  But  there,  Milorf^lowit^  too .  cibn^y 
pressed^  turned  round  furioudy,  with  tM^Afhsfi- 
sai^d  horse^,  upon  Sebastiani.  He  bcou^JbipiyMito 
f^uph  dai^eir,  th%t  Murat,  amidst  <i)e  &^jlirMH9i 
a,prpp9saL.£9ra'^uspensiQpof  wtim ^xmimtsellg 
tp .K)^^{(of  the;app<pacb  i>f  a  flag.oi[ trM«9»  .IH^lis 
L^^cl^jtoa^t  he  f]qpected. .  l^ut^  t^Kiii^ipf 
Poniatpwski  at  tha.t  qiMaetit  gafy^tis,  sftiwft  WMH^ 
riority,  the  king  made  no  usC  of  the-  lflt|teri9IVli^' 
he  had  written;  he  foqght  tiU  ni^hlMjBAli  re- 
pulsed Miloradowitchi  •  ,.  .;..'  yihrj6\ 
.  JVIeiMiwhile  the  conflagratioi^  a^jp^ji^f^rip 
thj?  '»igjl»i  between  the  •  \if!b,  vfd  J-gt^ i^^,  ^<iil|||§- 
ber»  suspended  through  pur  .exerjiq^s  -MwiKK?  WAe 
day  <^  the  15th,  revived  ip  ,the  ifMqirinftrMi^ 
and  raging  in  its  utmost  violei^i^p^-^itfl^ 
17th^  and  19th,  had  abai^d  w^ibi^l9fi»T  It 
ceased  on  the  20th.  That.yeiy .  di^y^iffapi^Mti, 
whom  the  flames  had  driven  from  th&  Ktwafo,' 
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ifetitmeki  Ho  fbk  p^tike  iit  tbe  czars.    He  invited 

'  tlMkar  ^  looks  f)f  iA Jhimpe.    Be  thei^  a^vaited 

'  im  eMfTOjs,  Ms  remfbircements,  and  tiie  stragglers 

'  of  Hi  army;  eertaik  that  aH  bis  men  would  be 

talfiod  by  hia  victory,  by  the  alluretnents  of  such 

'  Mttt^  biMO^»  by  the  astonishing  mght  of  captive 

Moieow,  and  above  aH,  by  himself,  whose  glory, 

-  frtftai'  the  top  of  this  immense  pile  of  ruins,  still 

abdoe  Mtradave  like  a  beaccnr  upon  a  rock. 

'  Tirice,  bowdver,  on  the  4ad  and-  2ddi  of  Sep- 

tMiber,  letters  from  Murat  bad  Well  nigh  drawn 

Mtooleon'fWHn  ttm  fetal  abode.    They  announced 

-•  'oaMio;   but  twice  the  orders  fot  departure, 

•'wviCC^n  iii  C€4fisk{uehce,  were  burned. '  It  seemed 

m  Aeu^  the  war  was  finished  for  our  Emperor, 

<'Mid<«hat^  was  only  wetiting  for  am  answer  iVom 

-'ffMligf iburg*.    He  fed  bis  bof>es  with  the  recoK 

liiMidns  of  Tilsit  and  firibrt.    Wacl  it  possible  that 

^(UMtoseow  he  sliould-  have  less  ascendancy  over 

<'Ale«ajlder?    Then,  like  men  whb  have  long  been 

iMroinrites  df  fbrtcme,  vrfiatfae  ardently  wished  he 

tion^ftdetitly  expected.  . .    >      .  . 

^  IltogteitispoiBsessdd  beis&des  thkt  leictradrditiary 

ftculty,  which  consisted  in  throwing  asMe  tfab 

•ttuMtifliportant  occtipttiotl  whenever  he  pleased, 

Oittiirforthe  isake  tf  variety  or  of  rest  r  f6r  in  him 

^^)^to  df  voirtioh  siiivt>asbed  thatt  of  imagi-* 

«liiiitaiiii'^'Ifi'tfl!fe  fekpect  he  reigned  over  Mmself 

«*^liiii0lifattvh6did'<yverdther^.    '  ' 

f  1  ThJMf  l^riS  diverted  bis  attention  from  Pdters* 

-biM%j'ii'ltis:ieilBbir^'^e)*e  as  y^t  divided,  and  the 
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couriers,  which  in  th6  first  daysr  stiocMdcd  wdoIi 
other  wiAoiit  intenmatton,  senred  to  togage  him. 
But  the  rapidity  with  which  he  transacted 
soon  left  him  nothing  to  do.  His  expresses, 
at  first  came  from  France  ia  a  fortni^t,  ceased  to 
arrive.  A  few  military  posti^  placed  ia  ibnr  toms 
reduced  to  ashes*  and  in  wooden  bouses*  raddy 
palisaded,  were  not  strficieut  to  guard  a  road  at 
ninety-three  leagues :  tor  we  had  not  been  able 
to  establii^  more  tinn  a  few  echelons,  aad  those 
at  too  great  distances,  on  too  -  long  a  liae  of 
operation,  broken  at  every  point  where  it  tiras 
touched  by  the  enemy ;  and  which  a  few  peasatttji 
joined  to  a  handful  of  Cossaoks  were  auffiomit  to 
break. 

No  answer  was  yet  reoeived  from  Alexaaden 
The  uneasiness  of  Kapeleon  inof eased,  andf.lyts 
means  of  distraction  difadotished.  The  activiliy  of 
his  genius,  accustonted  to  the  gcrvernmttt  of  all 
Europe,  had  nothing  wherewith  to  oeoi^j  ilMtf 
but  Uie  management  of  one  hundred  thott9aBd 
men ;  and  then,  the  organization  of  his  antoy :  wtm 
so  perfect,  that  this  was.  scaccety  any^r  ooenpttion. 
Here  CTecy  thing  w»u9  fixed^  be  held  aJi  thtf'wmfe^ 
inhishand:  he  was  sisrrofUAdbed by miivM^ 
could  tell  him  inimediately^  atiany  hiMr-iof^Ae 
day,  the  position  of  eadiimaii  m  tibe  BBMmtiig  jsr 
at  night,  whether  alone  or  oot»  whether,  witi^  hie 
colours,  or  in  the  hospital,  or  on  lea w  of ,:eJhw»o% 
or  wherever  else  he  might  be,  and  that. i  from 
Moscow  to  Paris — ta  such  a  degree  »of  petfec^aa 
had  the  science  of  military  administration. bevn 
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brattghl^tfor  ^speiif  ntied  and  M^ttichosen  weee  the 
offioeeBy  and  so  tnudi^ww  MipiiMds  by  their  com*. 
BMiider. 

But  dbven.  days  liad'  no9^;.€iat)Md;  still  AfeKi^ 
ander  was  sileat,  and  atiU'  did  NajDiolsoii  hope  to 
evereome  hia  rival,  ia  obstinacy  r  i  tiros  losing  the 
time  M^hich  he  ought  to  have  gained/ and  which 
Is  abrays  samceable  to  defenee^against  attack. 

Srom  this  period  all  his  a^ons.-  indicated  to 
the  Russians  still  nuMre  strongly  than  ait  Witepsk^ 
that  their  mighty  foe  was  resolved  to  fix  himself 
in  the  heart  of  their  empire. '  Moscow,  thongb.in 
ashes^  oeeeived*  an  inteadant  and  mmiicipahty. 
Orders  were  issued  to  provision'itfbr.six  mondis; 
A  theatre  was  formed  amidst  the  ruins.  .fUhe 
fimtHrate  actors  of  I^ris  weve  said  to  harre  been 
sent  for.  An  Italian  sing^  strove  to  sepxoducb 
in  ^e  Bosemlin  the  e<veai&^  entertainments  ef  .tha 
fTuileites.  By  these  means  Napoleon  expeeted  to 
dhrpe  a  govermnent;  which  the  habit  of  reining 
ovar'etTor  and  ignorance  haa  reiiderod>an<  adept 
&i alt diese  deceptions.  -  .'a:^> 

'  •• '  He  i  was  himself  sensiMe  of  the  iftutd^cfnaoy  of 
4tese  means,  and  yet  September  was  past;  Octobec 
tedbegvn.  Alexandetfaadnotdfdgnedareplyliit 
wasanaffironti  he  was  exai^erkted.  .  On  the  3d 
ntf  Octobet,  atffer  a  alight  4>f  lesllesaness  and  anger, 
fa0  aatomonad the  iharskak^  ''  Come  in,"  said)  be^ 
as^moaashe  perdeived'thibm^  ^'  hear  the^newplan 
i#hSch:^I^hav6  conceived ;  Prince  Eugene,  read." 
4*hey9iBt6ned.  .^^Wemnst  bum  tl^  temainsof 
•Moscow,  mitroh  by  Twer  td  Petersburg,  where 

f2 
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we  shall  be  joined  hy  JMacdoiiald.  Murat  and 
Davoust  will  form  thft  rear/WTbe  Enqperor*  all 
animatioD,  fixed  hia  sparkling  eyes  on  his  ge^rals,, 
whose  frigid  and  silent  countenances  expressed 
nothing  but  astonishment 

Then  exalting  himself  in  order  to  rouse,  them — ; 
*'  What!"  said  be,  "  and  are  you  not  inflamed  by 
this  idea  ?  Hencefortb  this  conquest  is  the  only: 
one  that  is  worthy  of  us!  With  what  glOTy  we  shall 
be  covered,  and  what  will  the  whole  world  say, 
when  it  learns  that  in  three  months  we  have,  con- 
quered the  two  great  .capitals  of  the  North !". 

But  Davoust,  as  well  as  Dam,  objected  tp  him 
**  the  season,  the  want  of  supplies,  a  sterile  desert 
road,  that  from  Twer  to  Petersburg,  running  foe 
a  hundred  leagues  through  morasses,  and  whicb 
three  hundred  peasants  might  in  one  day  raider, 
impassable.  Why  keep  proceeding  northward? 
why  go  to  meet  winter,  to  provoke  and  to  defy 
it? — it  was  already  too  near;  and  what, was  to 
become  of  the  six  thousand  wounded  still  in  Mo^t  . 
cow  ?  were  they  then  to  be  left  to  the  rnqrcy  of 
Kutttsof  ?  That  general  would  not  fail  to  foU^w 
close  at  our  heels.  We  should  have  at  on«e  Uk. 
attack  and  to  defend  ourselves,  and  to  mapcb,  as^ 
thougb  we  were  fleeing,  to  a  conquest."  .... 

These  officers  have  declared  that  they  Jtlieu; 
proposed  various  plans ;  a  useless  trouble  wi^  a 
prince  whose  genius  outstripped  all  ptber  divi- 
nations, and  whom  their  qbjections  would  not  have 
stopped,  had  he  been  determined  to  march  toi 
Petersburg.    But  that  idea  was  in  him  only  a 
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sally  of'ahger,  an  'ihspiration  of  despair,  on  find- 
ing himsfelf  obliged  in  the  face  of  Europe  to  give 
way,  to  relinquish  a  conquest,  and  to  retreat. 

It  was  more  especially  a  threat  to  frighten  his 
officers  as  well  as  the  enemy,  and  to  bring  about 
and  promote  a  negociation  which  Caulaincourt 
was  to  open:  That  officer  had  pleased  Alexander ; 
he  was  the  only  one  6f  the  grdndees  of  Napoleon's 
court  who  had  acquired  any  ascendancy  over  his 
rival ;  but  for  some  months  past  Napoleon  had 
kept  him  at  a  distance,  because  he  had  not  been 
able  to  persuade  him  to  approve  his  expedition. 

It  was  nevertheless  to  this  very  nian  that  he* 
was  that  day  obliged  to  haVe  recourse,  and  to 
disclose  his  anxiety.  He  sent  for  him ;  but  when 
alone  with  him  he  hesitated.  Taking  him  by  the 
arm,  he  walked  to  and  fro  a  long  time  in  great 
agitation,  while  his  pride  ptevehted  him  from 
bre&kihg  so  painful  a  silence :  at  length  it  yielded, 
but  In  a  threatening  manner.  He  was  to  beg 
the  'enemy  to  solicit  peace,  as  if  he  deigned  to 
grarftlt. 

■  After  a  few  words,  which  were  scarcely  articu- 
late, hie 'said,  that  "He  was  about  to  march  to 
Pfetersburg.  He  knew'that  the  destruction  of  that 
city  would  no  doubt  give  pain  to  his  grand-equerry. 
Russia  Would  then  rise  against  the  Emperor  Alex- 
atld^;  there  Would  be  a  conspiracy  against  that 
mt4txtch  5  Ire^Wotild  bfe  assassinated,  which  would 
hi  tt'ifeost  uriibrtunate  circumstance.  He  esteemed 
that^prince  dnd  should  regret  him,  both  for  his 
oWn  fiike  atid  that  of  France.     His  character,  he 
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added,  was  suitable  td  our  ihteitests;  hiy^ibfe 
could  replace  him  with  such  adirantage  to  usl  *  He 
thought  therefore  of  teiending  Cftulaincdtirt  tcyllhii, 
to  prevent  such  a  catastrophe.'^ 

The  Duke  of  Vicenza,  however,  more  capablfe 
of  obstinacy  than  of  flattery,  did  not  alter  his 
tone.  He  maintained  that  **  these  overtures 
would  be  useless;  that  so  long  as  the  Russian 
territory  was  not  entirely  evacuated,  Alexander 
would  not  listen  ,to  My  proposals ;  that  Russia 
was  sensible  of  all  her  advantage  at  this  season 
of  the  year ;  nay,  more,  that  this  step  would  be 
detrimental  to  himself,  inasmuch  as  it  woidd  de- 
monstrate the  need  wfadch  Napoleon  iiad  of  peaee, 
and'  betray  all  the  embarrassment  of  our  BitnatSea^" 

He  added,  '^  that  the  higher  the  rabk  of  tkfo 
negociator  whom  he  selected^  the  more  deafly^ 
would  -show  his  anxiety;  that  of  course %elt«tt* 
fuelf  would  be  more  likely  to  ikil  than  any^Mher, 
especially  as  he  should  go  with  thie  certdntj^r 
The  Emperor  abruptly  terminated  the  ooti¥^a- 
tion  by  these  words :  *•  Well  then,  I  will  MnA 
Laurferton/*  .     .     ..  i 

The  latter  asserts,  that  he  added  lihefiA^  tfl^- 
lionff  to  the  preceding,  and  that,  being  urg^d  *by 
the  Emperon  he  recommended  to  him  to  blegtellis 
relretil  the  next  day  by  way  oftKiflbuga.  ''Wa- 
poteon.  Irritated  at  this,  ^ac^monio^U^'  reptkNl, 
that  *'^he  liked  simple  plans,  lesl^  ttfbtiltbtfH  liMM^ 
high  rosHis,  the  road  ^y  vi^iibh  l^  HA^^dcme^yht 
be  w<^uld  not  retread  it  but  with  p^sut^e/"'  'T^n 
showing  to  him;  as  he  had'  done  CAr^^h^  B«ke  of 
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Vioenzi^.the  letter  whijch  he  hod  written  to  Alex- 
apder,  he  ordered  him  to  go  and  obtain  of  Kutusof 
a  safe^conduct  to  Petersburg.  The  last  words  of 
the  Emperor  to  Lauri^ton  were :  **  I  want  peace, 
I  muat  have  peace,  I  absolutely  i will  have  peace : 
only  save  my  hooxour !" 


CHAPTER  X. 

The  general  set  out,  and  reached  the  advanced 
posts  on  the  5th  of  October.  Hostilities  were 
tBstaatly '  suspended,  the  interview  granted ;  but 
Wolkonskyj  aid-de-camp  to  Alexander,  and  Ben- 
aigaen  were  there  without  Kutusof.  Wilson 
asserts,'  that  the  Russian  generals  and  officers, 
anapecting  their  commander,  and  accusing  him  of 
weakness,  had  raised  -a  cry  of  treason,  and  that 
the  Jalter  had  not  dared  to  leave  his  camp. 

Laariston^s  instructions  purported  that  he  was 
rta  address  himself  to  none  but  Kutusof.  He  there- 
fore peremptorily  rejected  any  intermediate  com- 
fidunicstion,  and  seizing,  as  he  said,  this  occasion 
fervbceakiiig  off  a  negociation  which  he  disap- 
ytaved,  he  retired,  in  spite  of  all  the  solicitations 
4if  Wolkonslqjr,  and  determined  to  return  to  Mos- 
^wsWf  lai  thid  case,  no  doubt,  Napoleon,  exa^pe- 
xatedi  would  have  fallen  upon  Kutusof,  overthrown 
him  aad  destroyed  his  army,  as  yet  very  incom- 
plete, aad  have  forced  him  into  a  peace.  In  case 
of  JkM'  decisive  success,  he  would  at  least  have 
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'BMuigMn  UiD^ttmbVety  desired  oh  {iatefview 
wiAMumf.    L^Ufisl^'^lMMi^^    (TheiAffif  ofitke 

strove  to  chftrm  the  Dew  king  by  denoBstvatioiis.* : 
of  respect;  to  seduce  him  by  praiaes;  to  dsoehrft  . 
him  vrith  sioooth  wotds^  iMreathiag  nothiag  but  a 
weariness  of  war  and  the  hope  of  peace:  aod  : 
Mof at,  tired  of  battled^  an:cious  respecting  tfaeic 
resirlt,  and  as  it  is  said,  regretting  his  thnme^ 
sidtte  fie  had  ao  hope  of  a  better,  suiSeted  himself  ; 
to  be  oh^itned,  sed  uoed  aild  deeeived.  - 

He  ptevaited  oil  Lauriaten  to  retum  to  the  Rmi^  ^^ 
si«v  eamp,  where  Kutusof  waa  waiting  foe  him  at  ' 
mido^ht, '  The  interview  began  ill.    Benaigsea  t 
andi  iWdkonsky  wished  to  be  present.     Thia 
shocked/the  Ff^n<;h  general :  be  inaisted  tfaat4lioy>» 
should  retire,  and  they  complied.  «...  f^ 

As  aeon  as  Lauriaton  waa  alone  wi(h<K«ttiaoi| .  • 
he  eKplaked  hia  motiires^  and  hia  object,  and  vp^  i ' 
plied  for  a  safe^condiKSt  to  Petersburg^  f  ThetiRuQ^.  >t 
sian  general  pepUed,  that  thia  demand  enieeded 
hia  powers;  butt  he  immediatdy  pii>pfteed%to.'{ 
seiid  Wolfconaky  with  the  letter  from  J^atioieoii  .; 
to  .^exander;  and  ^ofi^ed  an  arndsjiioe  tiU^^tbe^ 
return  «f  that  officer.  He  aoeoniqpaiaed  •  tibede;  - 
propoaala  with  pAcifio  forelestatlons^iwhiobiwBiBv  * 
repeated  by  all  hia  g(^D«r9l6^  .^  '■  -.     fv   l.n  .-.  i   .y-  ' 

4ioebrding  to  their  accdmit,  tiwyodl^  dd^ond  «  - 
the  continuance  of  the  wair.:  AflidibrQ^bAt'xeaacio9<!  /. 
Theb^iatetions^lil^tlieir  Jkfipenirs,  al^ht  tejestafam^i 
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their  ardent  wish  that  a  speedy  peace  miglit  ainre 

eooitgh  l»i8te«..tirhe{f.piiwaeA>ft»iioll  iMirfttittiv 
dxasring  -him « aside,  iakiogi  him^  byt  4he>  kmdi  -aad) 
laviriDDgiafoii  hiiiv  4]ho0e4cw69^  inwml^V'Vviitoh' 
tbeyiuve  borrowred .from .^ai > .  !  ^>  ^  t    )  >  ...^  ^t  \ 

ilt  wa^saoa  demMifitraled  itba^t  tbe< idMd'rpaiBti . 
inlwfaich  they  were. all  tgmed  y^M  to  jdeei^TO 
MuMb  and  hb  Emperor;  aad  m.  this  they  nm»^ 
ceedtd*    These  details  traasported^NafxAem  w&th 
jo)r.    Qredolooa  frc»m  bepe,  f^ethapsc  fiK^ 
he  was  for  same  moments  intoxicated  byitthese'' 
apfMtfantes; .  eager  lio  escape  jfirom.  the*  iivwati 
fe^n^.'whtch  oppressed him^  he^se^ntod  dsftiroisi 
todsadffli  it  by  resigYUBgbiosetf 't(>attezpsiiishte. 
joy«   sHe  sttmoMuiied. 'all  his  .geiieral$[;»: be itdytmltf > 
phaii%)*'  anaasuiiQed  to  theiED  a  voryspeisdytpeateii: 
They  had  but  to  wait  anotb^^:  forteigttt.  .iNonei^ 
buti<  »himself :  was  acquainted . .  with  the  RuMnili 
chuBctnu    Chi  the  cecespt  of  his  letter,  Inters- 
baPf.itfoiiU  hefiiilol:b<taifirea.?'     .         i  ...*  ;..»! 

TbiB  amnstioe  waa  a.siagalair  one.  ilf  eitheD/ 
party  ndahfdito  break  iti  tbvee  hows*  notice'  ufas- • 
to  benufllDient;  .  It  wm>  confiaed.  to  tber^ott  bfi ^ 
theytttracampsrbut'didiieft  extend  to  their  riiante.  < 
Suck  eft  least  jBrpta  thainterpretethm  put  ufK>ii.  dt  • 
by^BBflUuKianSiiMWe.couM  not  bring  up-a  leoi^i^vi 
▼oy»  or  send  out  a  foraging  party,  withDut^gbting^} 
so  teti^  war  fraiftiwed  ewrpwhere,  exo^pfiin^ 
whenB»atiaoaM*beiihlmiraUe^to^><i6<  '    t  r,/.    m  m 

Im^dseSmtJofiAit  «uooq9dUi9  dliys^.Maraib.|oel&. 
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k  into  bis  head  to  Jihiiw  InMei^ 
advanced  posts.    There  he  was  .gntified  bf  ti^ 
BOtioe  which  hb  fyxe  peratm,  fan  :Teputtitida  for 
bm?ery»aDdhuraiikpMo«nNihifB^.  TheRoasum 
Qfte«stodc  good eaMii^lodii^teasB him:  tJiei^ 
wcM  pnfti8r.of  all  the  trntdai  of  ^ttspeet^ealeiiBited 
to  strengthen  his  iUittioft.  'He  ooiiid^;iare  fai&ordeA 
totheirvMettesijustaftikedidtolteEreDch.    If 
he  took  a  fency  to  any  part  of  the  ground  whieh 
they  occftipbd,  diey  dieerMly  gave  it  up  to  him. 
Seme  Gossack  cUefii  even  ymxt  ao  £au:  as  to 
asflEect  eixthiistaami  and  to  teU  him  that  they  had 
ceased  to  acknowledge  any  other  as  Emperor  bttt 
hsmwho  reigned  at  Moacow.    Murat  believed^fo 
a  momrfnttlmt  they  wonld  no  hmger  £g^t  agamat 
hsm.  Heimnt  even  fiiriher.   Napdeon  ways  heard 
to  aEdaim,  while  reading  hb  lettan^  fMMEimt, 
King  of  the  Ooasackal  What  foUy  r    Theisioet 
eartroivagant  ideas .  were,  amceived  by  men  .en 
nhauk  forttttte  had  hmednd  all  SMta  of  .&vowii»  ^ 
'  As  for  Ihn  Emperor,  who  conld  8oaroeiy)b^dl{- 
ceived,  he  had  biit « tern  manenfts  ef  ^'fBuslitioiis 
joy.  HesoottX)dmplttined''thataDankuiying1nar- 
fim  of  partisans  bove&ed .around  -  hiia  { ^thai  bpC^ 
witfastamtiilg  idl  theae  pacific. deiBonalsii^en^'iie 
wsB  aware  thait  boctiea  of  Goasacks  vireieipiMrling 
on  his  flanks  and  in  his  reu.    Had  not^ne  hitt- 
died  and  fifty  dragoons  of  his  old  .gMod^been  fiur^ 
prised,  routed,  and  their,  chief  .taken .prisoner  by 
them?    And  this  two  days  afibanhe  aranatiiie, 
on  the  road  to  Mojaiak,  on-  his.  line  of  qpmation, 
that  by  which  the  army  commuuicated  with  its 
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Hiagttsiaesi  ltd  reinfaroemmiMy  itti  Acp6tB^  and  hiin^ 
9elf  Math  fioiDpeJ'? 

.  In  ffUfOy  tmo  oiBnvitya  iaptd  jnM'  fattm  mto  Uw 
jMtMiy'siiifidstntkaitroftd)  owithroogk  Hicbmigi- 
l^pwce  ofi  fk»  eopBOMader^  wbo  iput:  an  endtoiln 
life  ia  despaior;  and  ^  other  through  theiqcnrar'- 
^m»jof.dttk<Mfiety  who  wffiiefaoat  to  be  paidahed 
^hett  theiXetBeitt  tommeiietd.  To  the destraetion 
^fitbe  annyihe.owed  hbesoape. 
•  Our  aoldier^eiid  especWly  lite  cann^,  were 
obliged  every  momisg^  to  go  to  a  great  distetioe 
Jmiqqieat  of  proviBioiift  Ibr  the  evendug  and  the  mesa 
dMy^aad  as  the  envinHia  of'.Mosooar  ttid  Whip- 
iDevpo  beoame  gradually  more  said  mne  •  dndaed^ 
^^kefMerb  daily^  necessitated  to  asftetid  their .  exr 
^eiiriions.  Both  men  and  hossea  returned  warn 
ettintibt  fiitigoe^  that  is  to  aay» suehof  them  ae 
fetomed  at  all;  for  we  btd.  to  .fight  for  eiiery 
.'bttsMof  rye  md  <mry.  trass 'of  forage*  It  was 
a  MQtieS'OfiBeessant  sarpriscs,  Jbattks  and  issfles. 
IW' peasants  interfeeed.  Tliey  pomhed  ^th 
-dealdkstioli  of  thdurnnmber  as  the  pooepect  of  gain 
haA  %llQiBd  to  imr  oamp  with-  {wmsions.  Others 
Mt  ftBO'tiQ  their  oien  Tillages^  todaiye  our  foragers 
joqI^oI  diem»t  and  to  give  jthmn  up  to  the  CkMsaaoks, 
y^kxnm  they  had  previously  summoned,  and  ywho 
kie4eli  us  on  all  ^des* 

!:•  IrtraS'  the;  peasantry  also  who  took  Vereia,  a 
/towttfia  die  neighhoughood  of  Moscow.  One  pf 
thtfipipitest8^s:said  to^have  planned  and  executed 
^Ait^^emtifhdMtuim.  ..He  armed  the  inhabitants,  ob- 
tained male  troops  from  Kutnsof ;  then  on  the 
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!0*  of  October,  btefiire  dfey-break/he  catfseSI  th* 
signal  of  a  fttlse  attack  to  be  given  in  onfe  quarterj 
wMIe  itr  atiother  he  himself  !M^h^  iipdn'oUri^  pali^ 
aiides;  dc^troyeti  them,  pfebHfat^  into  i!be't<y#l^; 
ahd  put  the  whdle  garrieibn  tb  the  i^ord^  ^  < 

'Thtre  tHe  War  was  ei^ery  Wh«ffe}  before  tt«,6ti 
bur  flanks,  and  in  obr  reiif  i  the  army  was  wt^^ 
ened,  and  the  etiemy  became  daily  more  enter- 
prizing.  This  conquest  was  destined  to  fare  like 
many  others,  whi6h  are  won  in  Die  mass  and  lost 
in  detail.  '  '  -  • 

Mtirat  himself  at  length  grew  uneasy.  In  (hma 
daily  skirmishes  he  saw  half  of  the  remn&nt  of  MM 
cavalry  destroyed.  At  the  advanced  posts,  6t  dk 
meeting  with  our  officers,  those  6(  the  'RtaisifislMf,' 
either  fh)m  weariness,  vanity,  or  military  fMik- 
ness  carried  to  itldi^creftion,  lamented  the  di^sttsMi 
wbich  threatened  u^.  They  showed  as  tKMiJ 
"wild-lodkiiig' horses,  scarcely  at  all  bVolM*"iiiv* 
whdi^e  long  manes  swept  the  dust  of  'tte  oMiDri 
Did  not  this  tc^l  Us  that  a'  numetbns  ciftvllIt'jf'Wttllld 
joii!i  them  ftom  all  quarters,  Whil«  d'ur«r  was^Miflidl^ 
perishing?  Did  not  the  contitfnd  discHftrge^^^ 
fire*arms,  M^thin  their  litle;  apprise  tisthitt  a*^ 
titmdb  of  recruits  wei-fe  the¥e  trainirig  tiidtfr 
of thte armistice r  •.  r.-.-sn 

Atid  in  fact,  notwithstanding  the  long  ^difrttieS 
which  they  had  to  make,  all  these  recruJte^dMed 
the  army.  There  was  no  ocfcasidh  -td  drfW  ctflkig 
them'  together  as  in  dthetr  years,  tilTdl^j^iihowM 
obstructing  all  the  roads  excepting* »th(ftliip*ifd«tfr 
had  rendered  their  dei^enion  imii6«dibei:    ^dti^ 
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fiif4e4.  %§k  blkfy  :tli«  iittioA»),  «ipe»l;  all  -Rmm 
ro0|8i  4a»QtberA  it  was  »i4  3)i^«i>t  for  joy.  qq  )e»rnr 
iag  thaX  their  8093  Jbwi  beetc  ^elwt^dtiog  aq^ieirs: 
tjMsy.  baateped  to  aoqusopt  tbem  with  tbiB  gloiictus 
inteUigencet  wd.  browght  tbem  along  theBM^lvi93 
to  8e€^  them  marked  with  the  siga  of  tbe.Griui94ers» 
to  bear  them  ory>  \Tis  the^mlLofOndl  .\-.i 
These  Buaaiaw  added^.  thM^  they  w^re  {narticu- 
kuriy  astoniahed  at  our  security  on  th?  appipowb 
^  their  mighty  winter,  which  waa  their  natural 
and  mmt  formidable  ally,  and  which  they  expected 
every  moment :  they,  pitied  us  and  urged  us  to 
fly;  '<'  In,  a  fortnight,"  said  they.  ^'  your. naijs  will 
div^p-ofi^^and  your  arms  will  fall  from  your  stiff 
and  half^dead  fingers/' 

r  The  language  of  some  of  the.  Cossack  chiefs  yffA 
alflp  remarkable.  They  asked  our .  0(fiS,cex;s»  /' if 
theyihad  not,  in  their  own  GOunftry.,.cornieni9ugihv 
ajf  enough,  graves  enough— ia^hort,  .roAmtenpugh 
to.)]ire  aad  die ?  Why  then  did  they  come  «p  fax 
irftqa  ^ome  to  throw  away  their  lives  findt  to  iattw 
%.ffff)^gn  soil  with  their  blood T  They  ad4«d« 
^t /Vtbiswaa  a.  robbery  1  of  .their  native  lavd^. 
vhiohi^  while  living,  it  is  oor.dutgr  tocjiltivat)^,  toi 
defend  aod  to  embellish;  and.  to  .which.  ,after.omr> 
death  we  owe  our  bodies,  which  we.  rec^ved^irpiRk 
it»  which  ilt.hfui.fed,.«nd,whiGh.ia  their  tumrought 

Tlie  (oqpemr  waa  m^.  .^(Mmt  of  these.wftiph 
inga^bnA  h&.woyldiiM)t  s»^r  his  jiesolilioA  to.  he» 
shaken^bjrfthem^ .  Theuaea3ines3iwhichhadagain 
seized  himi  betrayed  itself  in  angry  orderat   Jt 
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KMnUB  to  be  mmpped  of  onttry^thiwg'that  cooU 
serve  for  a  trophy  to  the  yi flpi A  army.  Tfaefeoh- 
ject%  derated  to  destmMion  by  the  BuBqaBSi 
thrandrei,  bcAonged,  he  floid^  to  tite  oanqiwusi 
by  the'  twofidd  dght  ooMfeired  by  vietnry,  ud 
still  more  by  the  coofliatgtatioii. 

It  reqaifed  Umg  effiMrta  <o  remove  the  g^aatk 
cpoaa  from  the  steeple  'of  Ivan  theiOoeat.  Tte 
EmpMor  determiaed  that  it  should  adorn. :dis 
dome  of  the  Invalids,  at  Paris.  Doling  Ae  rwisk 
it  was  remsiked  that  great  aombers  ofivavens  ssih 
roanded  this  eross;,  aad  that  Napoteon,  weary  jof 
their  hoarse  croaking,  exclaimed,  that  ^^dtsBeonft 
as  if  these  flocks  of  ill-omened  birds  measitoide- 
fend  it."  We  cannot  pretend  to  tell  all  that,  ke 
thoa^  in  this  critical  situatiott,  but  it. is  vdi 
kaowtt  that  he  #as' a(»MMibte  to  evisry  kondiof 
presentiment.  .   ':u:i 

His  daily  extersions,  always  Ulamined  itjf  a 
briUiaxit  mn,  ia'wbiok  te'strovs  hisMelf^  tdipei^ 
ocive  and  to  make  odAiers  recogiiiae.  his  -wtatif^Aii 
not  amuse  him.  To-tfae  sallenisitenoeofiaaoiiiaaM 
Moseow  was -supeiadiled  tintt  of  the  autooaiiOK 
deeeits,  and  the  iriall  more  meaaeiflgrsilenoeii^ 
Alexander.  It  was :  net.  the  faisri;  seaMkHoffiths 
footdjeps  t>f  om  0o|didf8,/waoderiagi^  sthistva^t 
tomb,  that  could  roase  our  Smpetor  Jfadtt)3kit 
revMie,  and  snateh  Um  froai  Im  pamAdinecnflM^ 
Uons^and  etill  metre  pahiAhl  aatie^MtiaiaJ  ir..  i<  ' 

His  nights  in  partieular  beeame«irksome}tD  Vsm 
He  passed  parttof  tbbm  withfihiantiDara.  kiwas 
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tken  mdy  Aftat /he  admitted  ^  ieiDgtr  "of  rhis  sitan 
ation*  ^^  From  Wilaa  fo^Mmcow  what  snibmttki 
sioD,  what  pointr  of  aupport,  rest  or  retreat^  marka 
his  power  ?  It  is  a  vast,  bare,  and  desert  fiehl  of 
laatde^  in  which  his  dimtoidied  army  is  impercep^ 
tible,  insulated^  and  as  it  were  .lost  io  the  horrora 
of  that  immense  void*  In  this  couatry  of  ibreign 
manners  and  reUgion>  he  has  not  ccmquered  a.sin* 
gie  individual ;.  he  is  in  fact  master  only  of  the 
ground  on  which  he  stands.  That  which  he  has 
just  quitted  and  left  behind  him  ia  no  more  his 
than  that  which  he  has  not  yet  readiod.  Inaufi** 
csent  for  these  vast  deserts,  he  is  ioirt  aa  it' were  in 
their  immenae  space." 

He  .then  reviewed  the  differ^it  resolutions  of 
which  he  still  had  the  choice.  ''  People  imagiDed,** 
he  said, ''  that  he  had  nothing  to  do  but  nmrch, 
without  considenng  tbcyt  it  would  take.a  moath  to 
refit  his  army  and  to  evacuate  his  hospitals ;  that 
if  he  relinquished  ham  wounded,  the  Ck)ssacks 
would  celehnate  daily  triumphs  over  his  aick  and 
attaggkrsk  He:would  appear  to  fly.  AH  Europe 
WKmld  resound  with  the  report~-£un>pe>  which 
envisd  hin^  wliiohi  was  aeddng  a  rival  undet 
vihem  to  rally,  and  whioh  imagined  that  it  had 
fimnd  such  arrival  in  Ale^cander/' 
:  Then;apfpreoiatoig  all  the  power  >  which  he  de* 
lited  fisMn  the  .notion. of  lus*infallibiiity,  he  shudf 
deied  at  the  idea  of  giving  it  the  firet  blow^ 
''  What  a  frightful  seriM  of  ikngerous  iMraxs  would 
date firaw  his fiist rakrogiade step !  Letnotthen 
his.  inactivity. be  censured  1  Aa  if  I  did  net  Jbnow/' 
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of  being  id  the  right." 

On  thia  account  be  adhered  to  hia  own  opinioo 
with  thattenadtj  which,  on  other  occaaiona,  yru 
his  beat  quality,  but  in  this  caae  bia  wont  de- 
fect; the  poiitical  virtues  being jciatin^,  hlft^ 
pbfsicftl  qualities,  which  exiat  ifot  fto  jn^^iH 
things  themselves  as-  in  their  ooDnexioa.«it)]^f^K 
cpuaftajjces.,  ,  , .      .  ■         ■  .       .         ,,f,  .,■ ,-, 

His  <^istrM»  weanwliile  jmrauiffL  ;Bf(  >mH 
tbu  he  could  not  .r»ly  ^m  tb«,  Prvj^f^fui,;))!^ 
«n  intiinatioii  fcooi  top  authentic -a«fHC9%,lK^ 
guish^  his  eonfideiico  in  the  sil)i|i9(^,..(4^ 
Austriiiqs.  U«  was  apaisible. . that.  (g^^a^jM 
playing  viih  him,  hat  he  b«i.«»ne  «>„fH>^ 
he  ;could  neitt^c  adrance.  vot  .Btfi]r..,^^^.tj^ 
»n(»,fn9r  retreat,  jior  fight  w>tbihflii)flij,»|i^if»|fr 
cesf.  T|i»s  aiteroitfily  iinpelied  ai)iL  %^Mfa 
by  all  that  cw  deqide  oi  4i||auad$,  Jj|s,fM#!N< 
upon-thos^  ashes,  oeaaiDg.tto  hopjp^  hv,%  !C9ft^Bffii% 
todesire.  ,       ,    ,,,-,.  j>,.j  5^„  ijili 

His  pride,  his  poliey,  and  pwl^  hif^^0^, 
induced  him  to  funie .  the -^araj;  i<iff,)ll,iBI'MWI<i 
that  of -taking  none,  and  of  playing  with  .tiqw 
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imkiiWM  desti'oyfng  him«  Daru,  like  his  otllief 
gVi^tf  eed>  was  astoDished  to  find  in  him  no  longer 
that  prdmpt  decision,  variable  and  rapid  as  the 
Viifciim6tknces  that  called  it  forth ;  they  asserted, 
tl&t  his  gcfnius  could  no  longer  accommodate  itself 
Tb  "fliem ;  they  placed  it  to  the  account  of  his  natu^ 
ind  obstinacy,  v^hich  led  to  his  elevation,  and  was 
likely  to  cause  his  downfall. 


.  y 
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CHAP.  XL 


•'Na^omon,  however,  was  completely  aWare  of 
Us'tHtiaetion.  To  him  every  thing  seemed  l6stif 
he  Mceded  iii  lite  face  of  astonished  £urope,  and 
every  thing  saved  if  ha  could  yet  overcome  Alex** 
^Mkt  iti  determination.  He  appreciated  but' too 
wtff^d^  means  that  were  left  him' to  shake  the 
cMnrMncy  of  bfs  rival  r  he  knew  that  the  number 
ef'fefftfctive  droops,  that  the  situation/  the  season^ 
iliftfhoH^t^er^  thing  would  become  daily  nidre  and 
lilbirbulifaVt^urable  to  hiiA ;  but  he  Reckoned  uponr 
tflritt-fihrce'of  ilhision  which  gave  him  his  rendwh.. 
TBI^lbtt  day  he 'had  borrowed  from  it  a  real  iad; 
iitH^-^iUttg  strength^  he  endeavoured  therefbrer 
tb  ieeei^  njp  %fy  firpecious  arguments  the  con^den<]ie' 
cP'lUtf^j^ifeople;  and  perhaps  alio  the  faint  hbpe 
tiiait  was  yet  left  to  himself. 

'flfecMfid^i  iBJhpty  of  inhabitants,  nb  longer  Air*. 
aMAMfhini  Vfth  any  thmg  to  lay  hold  of.    ''  ft  is 
Vot.  T*.  o 
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no  doubt  a  misfolrtiine/'  said  he,  ^'  but  t^ia-BdnfiNr* 
tune  is  not  without  its  advantage.    Had  it  been 
otherwise,  he  would  not  have  been  aNe  to  keep 
order  in  so  large  a  city,  to  overawe  •  a  pofmltiition 
of  three  hundred  thousand  souls,  and  to*  eleep  ia 
the  Kremlin  without  having  his  throat  cut.    *Efaey 
have  left  us  nothing  but  rmqs,  but  at  least  we  ase 
quiet  among  them.   Miilions  have  no  doubt  slipped 
through  our  hands,  but  how  many  miilions  is  Rus- 
sia losing !    Her  commerce  is  ruined  for  a  century 
to  come.    The  nation  is  thrown  back  fifty  yea:rtf ; 
this,  of  itself,  is  an  important  result.    Wfaetitbe 
first  moment  of  enthusiasm  is  past,  this  refleadsn 
will  fill  tliem'  with  consternation."    The  cooclusidn 
which  he  drew  was,  that  so  violent  a  sfaodc 
would  convulse  the  thione  of  Alenjader,  and  £i»oe 
tiiat  prince  to  sue  for  potce. 
•  If  he  reviewed  his  different  carps  d'  armSe^  ms 
their  reduced  battalions  now  presented  but  als&ort 
front,  whidi  he  hid  traversed  in  a  moment,  tiiis 
diminution  vexed  him ;  and  whed^r  he^wisheii'to 
dissemble  for  the  sake  of  his  enemies  or  hur.0wii 
people,  he  declared  that  the  practice  bitimrfco  pur- 
sued, of  ranging  tbe  men  three  deep,,  was  wrottg, 
and  that  two  were  sufficient ;  &e  thaefisre  tcdeii^d 
that  in  future  his  infantry  diould.foedttlwaupfin 
two  ranks  only.  <  \     »• 

Nay  more,  he  insisted  ftit  the  inflexBnIitf  of 
the  states  af  situation  should  givtf?  way^ito*  <lhi& 
illusion.  He  disputed  their  results;  She  oketinaey 
of  Count  Lobau  could  net  overitmnie* huii>  he^Mui 
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4Bmrmm  no  donbt  of  mekitig  h&  wde^de^saoii^ 
uttdbeiMand'whait  he  widbed  others  t^  beliere,  and 
that  nothiiig  could  shake  his  resQlutkm. 

Mvnt,  neverthetess^  trannakted'  to  him  tidiags 
of  itiie  distress  of  his  adraoced  goavd^  Thejrter^ 
nfied  Borthier ;  but  Napoleon  sentfor  iJieroffieer 
^iho  i>rooght  them.  ponaed-him'wilihhMriliterro* 
gatones,  daunted  Um  with  hia  fafOks»  broW'^&eiit 
him  with  his  increduKty.  The  aaaertioaa  of  Mu* 
rat's  euToy  lost  much  of  their  assumnee.  If afio* 
lean  took  advantage  ni  his  hesitatkni  to  keep  up 
the  hopes  of  Bntfaier;  and  to  persuade  himlihlit 
natters  w€tt*e  not  yet  so  very  urgent ;  and  he  ittnt 
back  the  oflBcer  to  JMEurat's  eamp  wkh^the  optMMu 
-vdadeh  he  would  no  doubt  propagate^  that  the  Em* 
p«ror  was  immoveable,  thnt  he  doafatlesft  fiad.his 
reasons  for  thus  persistii^,  and  thabithey  awstiidl 
redouble  their  exertions.  ^  ^  t 

•  Bleanwhiie  the  attitude  of  4as  tmmf  naeondfad 
bis  wishes.  Most  of  the  officers  peBsevered  in 
their  oeufidence.  The  commoa  soldiers,;  who^ 
seeing  their  whole  lives  is  ihe  present  momemt 
suid  expecting  but  little  fbom  the fatufe^.cbncaqru 
4hemsalv>es  but  Itfctle  about  it^  Tetaiissd/iAmt 
liioughtJesHness,  the  most,  valuabfe  of  their  ,qna« 
lities^ '  The  rewaods,  however*  which  ihe  ^  i&n* 
peror  bestowed  profusely  upon  th^m  m  tbs  daily 
revihwy,  wcarei^teoeived  cmiy  with  a  sedate  joy, 
ttiiBgied  with  some  degme  of  dejecdom  The 
ymaait.  pfaides  that  were  jaat.fiUed  up  were  y^et 
dyed  wiAi  bknd.   l^eselfavourawerethneateniDg. 

On  the  other  hand,  ever  since  they  had  left  Wilna 

g2 
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many  oF  tbem  had  thrbwn  away  tfa^r  winter  ^gar% 
ments  that  they  might  load  themselves  wi&  pro<» 
visions.  Their  shoes  were  worn  by  the  liengdi  of 
the  way,  and  the  rest  of  their  apparel  by  the  ac 
tions  in  which  they  had  be^i  engaged ;  but,  m 
spitb  of  all,  their  attitude  was  still  lofty.  They 
carefully  concealed  their  wretched  plight  from  tbis 
notice  of  the  Emperor,  and  appeared  before  Inm 
with  their  arms  bright  and  in  the  best  order.  In 
this  first  court  of  the  palace  of  the  Czars,  eight 
hundred  leagues  from  their  resources,  and  after  so 
many  battles  and  bivouacs,  they  were  anxious  to  apn 
pear  still  dean,  ready  and  smart;  for  herein  coch 
sists  the  pride  of  the  soldier :  here  they  piqued 
themselves  upon  it  the  more  on  account  of  ^Ihfe 
difficulty,  in  order  to  astonish,  and  because  mntt 
prides  himself  on  every  thing  that  requires  extra- 
ordinary effort. 

The  Emperor  complatsantly affected  to  ^no'iif'n* 
better,  catching  at  everything  to  keep  up  hisfaopes^ 
when  all  at  once  the  first  snows  fell.  Wilh  *  tJteA 
fell  too  all  the  illusions  with  which  he  had  tn&eH^ 
▼oured  to  surround  himself.  From  that  tnotiietti 
he  diought  of  nodiing  but  retreat,  without^  ^kfW^ 
ever,  pronouncing  the  word,  and  yet  no  pe<elUv# 
order  for  it  could  be  obtained  from  i^.  Sd 
merely  said,  that  in  twenty  days  the  afmy  tliUfiC 
be  in  winter-quarters,  and  he  urged  the*d!epittti(IH 
of  the  wounded.  On  this,  as  on  otberoettfiiiWftfe 
he  wt)uld  not  consent  to  the  voluntary  t^SUuiftSlAi 
ment  of  any  thing,  however  trifling ;  thefe^thwi 
deficiency  of  horses  for  his  artillery,  noun  too  ttn- 
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liaaiwis  &r  'utafiBy  so  reduced ;  it  did  not  signify, 
and  Jie  flftw. into  a  pasnkm  at  the  proposal  to  leai^e 
part  of  it  in  Moscaw.  ''  No;  the  enemy  would 
zoi^.  a  trophy  of  it'Waxul.he  insisted  that  every 
thing  should  go  .along'  with  him. 

in  this  desert  country,  he  gave  orders  for  the 
pnccbase  of  twenty  thousand  horaes,  and  he  ex* 
|»ctesd  forage  fia^r  two  months  to  be  provided  on  a 
tract  where  the  most  diatant  and  dangerous  excur* 
fsions  were  not  sufficient  for  the  supply  of  the  pa8&« 
i^g  day.  Some  of  his  officers  were  astonished  to 
Jbaar  orders  which  it  was  so  impossible  to  .execute ; 
but  w^  ^ave  already  seen  that  he  sometimes  issued 
such  orders  to  deoeive.his  enemies^  and  most  fre- 
quemtly  to  indicate  to  his  own  troops  the  extent 
si  iiiL  necessities,  and  tiie  exertk>ns  which  they 
OHgbt  to  make  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  then^^ 
'  His  diatress  manifested  itself  only  in  some  pa- 
joxy^mB  of  ill  humour*  It  was  in  the  morning  at 
Jbis  Uiw^^  There,  amid  the  assefnbled  chiefs,  in 
whi^se^anarious  looks  he  imagined  he  -could  read 
itisf^ppisobation*  he  seemed  desirous  to  awe  them 
by, 4^. severity  of  iiis  ^attitude^  by  hia.  sharp  tone 
and  (hia  abr:apt  language. . .  From  the  paleness  of 
Us  >  free,  it  was  evidesat  that  Truth,  whose  best 
tinie  fov  •obitaiiiiQg  .a  hearing  ia  in  the  darkness 
^  n^htf  had  oppressed  himigrievausly  byjier  pre 
MivMii'  and  tkfd  Mm  with  her  unwelcome  light, 
fiom^tiigiesi  on  these  occasions,  his  bursting  heart 
"vioald'Crver^ow^  and  pour  forth  his  sorrows  around 
lorn  by  povemjwts  of  impatience ;  but  so  far  fron> 
Jighteniog  his  griefs,. he  asrfirravated  them  by  those 
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acts  of  injustice  for  *w1iidi  he  reproached  hmsi^ 
and  which  he  -was  dfterwards  anxious  to  iepaifc.  * 

It  was  to  Couirt  Dartf  akme  ttat  he  imbOMMad 
himself  fhtnkly,  but  without  weakness.  He  imiy 
**  he  should  march  upon  Kutusof»  crush  ov  driv6: 
Mta  back,  and  then  turn  suddenty  towBids  Smo- 
lensk.'' Daru,  who  had  befors  approved  this 
course,  replied,  that  '*  it  was  now  too  late ;  timt 
the  Russian  army  was  reinforced,  his  own  weak^* 
ened,  his  victory  forgotten;  that  the  moment  his 
troops  should  turn  their  faces  towaids  J^elaiioe^ 
they  would  slip  away  from  him  by  d^grcM ;  thai 
each  soldier,  laden  with  booty,  would  try  to  ^ 
the  start  of  the  army,  for  the  purj^e  of  seUiifgtit 
m  Franccf-"— "  What  then  is  to  be  doner*  ex« 
claimed  the  Bmperor.  ^*  Remain  here,''  replied 
Dartii;  ''make  one  vast  entrenched  campof  Moscow 
attd  pass  the  winter  in  it.  He  would  answer  fo 
it  that  there  would  be  no  want  of  breadand  sak;: 
the  rest  foragingf  on  a-  latge  scale  would;S8p|ily. 
Such  of  the  horses  for  wbkh  they  could /not 'pM^ 
Attrt  food  might  be  salted  down.  A»  to  lodgingtai 
if  there  Were  not  houses  ettoagh,  the  ceUans:  migiit 
n^ake  up^^the  deficiency.  Here  we-miglitvStBiylil^ 
it'sprin^,  our  reinforcemenU  and'alilitiraaafiarul 
arms  should  come  to  relitrve,  to  join'  usy^smdtrtis 
cotnpleie  the  conquest.*'  •     .f«-^   .-jj 

After  listening  to  this  ^reposal  tiie.iBmpeaMr 
ttras  fdr  som^  thne  silent  atKl  thoUghlftibi.' heithaa 
tepHed,  «*  This  is  a  lion's  couumMu  BvfciwUt 
^ould  Pariir  say?  what  would  they^do  'tlienf? 
what  have  they  been  doing  for  the  last  three  weeks 
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kbAft'llM)r'liavt»/ii0t  beaitd  horn  ine?  tirho  know$ 
what  would  1>e  the  effect  of  a  suspension  of 
c»MBMnioati«as  fyf  six  loiui^!  No;  France 
wovUi  tot  acciMtom  itself  to  my  absence^  and 
Prussia  and  Austria  would  profit  by  it/' 

&tfll  Napoleon  did  not  decide  either  to  stay  or 
to  depart.  Overcome  in  thi3  struggle  of  obstir 
niBcy,  he  deferred  from  day  to  day  the  avowal  of 
Uhs  defeat.  Amid  the  dreadful  storm  of  men  and 
elements  which  was  gathering  around  liim,  his 
minkrters  and  his  aides-de-camp  saw  Um  pass 
whole  days  in  discussing  the  merita  of  some  new 
nerse^  which  he  had  received,  or  the  regulations 
fer  the  Om/tdk  FrancaUe  at  Paris,  which  he  took 
three  evenings  to  finish.  As  they  were  acquainted 
with  his  deep  anxiety,  they  admired  the  strength 
•f  his  genius^  and  the  facility  with  which  he  could 
take  off  or  fiiK  the  whole  force  of  his  attention 
on  whatever  he  pleased. 

It  was  merely  remarked  that  he  prolonged  his 
meals,  which  had  hitherto  been  so  simple  and  so 
riant.  He  seemed  desirous  d  stifling  thought  by 
mpletifin.  He  would  then  pass  whole  hours,  half 
Mdined,  as  if  torpid  and  awaiting,  with  a  novel  in 
Hm  Jmnd,  the  catastrophe  of  his  terrible  history* 
Onrteholding  this  obstinate  and  inflexible  charac- 
ter struggling  with  impossibility,  his  officers  would 
tlniiobsenre  to  one  another,  that  having  arrived 
•tilie' summit  of  his  glory^  he  no  doubt  foresaw 
llriife^ftMl  his  first  retrograde  step  would  date  its 
ctodikte  ;4fthat  for  this  reason  he  continued  immove- 
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lon^Potk  thlti  cAevMidn:  .  - 

Kutusof,  tnehdwhito,  wtts^  gaiiteg  thart  toie 
whidi  we  were  Misihig.  Hid  letters  to  Alexwder 
described  ^'  his  army  ad  being  in  the  mtdst  of 
ababd&ncei  his  reermts  arriving  Irom  all  quarters 
atid  being  train^ ;  his  wounded  reootering  in  the 
besom  of  their  families;  the  peasants,  some  in- 
arms; some  on  the  look  oat  from  the  tops  of 
steeples,  while  others  were  stealing  into  our  hsar 
bitations  and  even  into  the  Kremlin.  Rostopchia 
received  from  them  a  daily  report  of  wltat  was 
passing  at  Moscow,  as  before  its  capture.  If 
they  undertook  to  be  our  guides  it  was  lor  &e 
purpose  of  delivering  us  into  his  hands*  Vis 
pdrtizans  were  every  day  bringing  in  some  hun^ 
dreds  of  prisoners.  Every  thing  ooncorred  txf 
destroy  the  enetny's  army  and  to  strengthen  his 
own;  to  serve  him  and  to  betray  us ;  in  aword,  the 
campaign,  which  was  over  i&r  us,  was  but  just 
about  to  begin  for  them." 

'Ktitusof  neglected  no  advantage.  He  made 
his  camp  ring  with  the  news  of  the  victory  of 
Salamanca.  **  The  French/'  said  he,  ^  are  ex- 
pdled  fipom  Bladridi  The:  hand  of  the  Most 
High  presses  heavily  upon  Napdeon.  MbBCD#' 
wHl  be  his  prison,  his  grave*  and  that  of  all  his 
gittd*  army.  We  shall  soon  take  £rakice  in  ^Rus-" 
sk  I'' '  It  was  in  such  langmge  that  the  RiMiUft' 
general  addressed  his  troops ;  and  ihss  EmpMsrr 
and  nevertheless  a  he  still*  kept  up  appyafUMs^^ 
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slowly  to  prepare  a  sadd§efWlviJ^X9etu^V&  w 
fine^-aod'tf)  confer  Im  pla^B  jEw^t^t^rrd^ruotio^  with 
ctoniwsUation^  aC]sin4»(ss  aqi^<l(oi),9yf)^  .w^Td$*  . 

At  iQj^b*.  after  i$6^eral  flwr«  Qf  iillupion,.  Oifi 
chaim  was.  dwpdled.  :;4.C!oMa9l(:r<}pnipjyatel;^4»^ 
solved  it.  This  bax!lM?iw  fiK^d  9t  .M^ra^  ^t  tl}^ 
moment  when  ^t  ptince-  ^m^  &»-  tt/^pnal  ^to  ,Bhi?w 
hifuseif  iat  the  advance  pQsts^ .  JVIv^^  wa^  e^E^^ 
p^iated;  I^  declwed  tQ  Milpi^ido^itGJI^  tba;!;  jsqik 
armi^tioe  which  was  iacesaaatly.  violated  W99 
at  an  efid;  ^ad  that  thenc^fprwardieach  Qiifglitt 
tq  put  confidence  in  himself  alone. 

.  At  the  same  time  he  apprised  the  Empef  pr^  t)ia,4 
a  ^^ody  country  on  his  left  might  favour  aUieiiiptA 
agf^inst  his  flank  and  rear;  that^  his /first:  Up(9k. 
faapked  against. a  ravine^  might  l^.precipitjKiM^. 
into  it;  that  m  short  the  poaiUoiEv.vthiph.bMMfA^ 
pied,  in  ad?a4Qe  (rf  *  defil*,  yr»^  d|lagpro^^  f^ 
rcttder^d  a  retcogradie  mo^^(nent^<abs^lu^U^;;^^ 
cessary.     But  Napoleon  wouU.i^ot  copsenl^.t^r 
this  step,  though  be  had  at  first  pointed  autt  ]9^- 
roBowo  «s  a  more  secure  position^    In  t^^wag^  -: 
still. in  his  view  rather  polijtical  than  miiit»ryjfl)»:. 
dreaded  above  aU  ttbe  appearandei  oi^jsff^iisn^^ 
H0  pre&rred  risfciqg^every  th^ig,        ,    ...  •.  U^ 

Atithei  saoKS  time, otm  the  ISttiof  0«f»l«l*  b^/ 
sent  bftok  Launstctn  to  KutuMft^ifther  beeatiMiji 
bftfigaboutto  aitacbhin,  h^wishied  to  increase  hi», 
seGwntyi.or  ai<her,  pevhaps^fton]^  ar^teoacioDs  i%d« 
hereace  to. his  first  hApe«    In.  faot»  .a  -oii^llMr- 
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ikegtigen^e  wad  vetfiirked  k  li&i  pfepai«tMii(4fr 
depfurture.  He  xtetertli^ss  tho«glit  c>r  it^  for 
that  very  day  he  tifaeed  bte  plftH  of  retMtfc  ipy 
Woloklami^,  Ztt1>teow»  aad  BieM,  on  VitepA; 
A  moment  altervraidd  he  dictated  amttihet  6n 
Smolensk.  J«m^t  received  ordet«  to  bom  on*  A« 
2 1  sty  at  Kolotskoi,  all  the  musfeetB  of  the  wouitdedv 
and  to  blow  up  the  ammunition  waggons.  D*  Htt- 
liers  was  to  occupy  EInia,  and  to  form  magft^ 
^aes  at  that  place.  It  was  not  till  the  17tli,  at 
Moscow,  that  Ber&iw  thought  of  causing  leather 
to  be  distributed  for  the  first  time  among  the 
troops. 

This  major-general  was  a  wretched  snbsfltate  ibr 
his  principal  on  this  critical  occasion.  In  a  BtnmgA 
country  and  climate,  he  reeommended  no  new 
precaution,  and  be  expected  the  minutest  detidb 
to  be  dictated  by  his  Emperor.  They  were  Ibr^ 
^ten.  TMs  negligence  or  ^ant  of  fbresight  Wfts 
attended  with  fetal  consequences.  In  an  smy^ 
each  division  of  which  was^  commanded  by  a  tMf^ 
shal,  a  prince,  or  even  a  king,  <Mie  lulled  pclrtMps 
too  much  on  the  otl^er.  Bei^des,  Berthaer  gatt^ 
no  orders  of  himself;  he  thought  it^enotfgb'to 
repeat  estactly  the  very  letter  of  Nap^i^eon's  ^otn^ 
mands ;  for,  as  to  their  spirit,  either  from  'foti^tfe 
or  habit,  he  was  incessantly  confoutidikig^tbe  pen 
sitlve  with  the  conjectural  parts  of  tho0S^in$4;i4i^ 
tions.  '.        '•ii--     ''  • 

Napoleon  meanwhile  rallied  %is  t$M^  >if^'  amiBe} 
The  reviews  which  he  held  ifi  tk€^  l[r«mltof%«Mi 
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ivMe  fiMqpMiit;:  lie  fooaad  nil  t^e  dist^wurted 
cwkHry  into  .btltalioaB  Jttd  lavish^  distributed 
rewiaadft*  The  dmsion  of  Cli^r^dei  the  trophies 
and  aU:  Ibe  wounded  that  could:  be  remov^,  set 
out  for  IMbgaisk;*  the  rest  w!^re  ooUocted  in. die 
great  fonndlinK  hosjpital ;  French  surgeons  wext 
plamd  there;  and  the.  Russian  wounded,i inter- 
mUied  with  ours,  were  intended  to  serve  them  £Mr 
asateguaid* 

Bat  it  was  too  late.  .  Amid  these  preparations, 
and  at  the  moment  when  Napoleon  kvas  .reviewing 
Ney's  diidsion  in  the  first  court  of  the  Kremlin,  a 
report  was  all  at  once  circulated  around  him^  that 
Umi  report  of  cannon  was  heard  towards  Winkowo. 
It  was  some  time  before  any  one  durst  apjurise 
him  of  the  circumstanee ;  some  from  incredulity 
or  anoertainty,  and  dreadii^  the  tr^t  movement 
of  his  iaqpatience ;  others  from  love  of  ease,  hasi* 
tating  to  profoke  a  terrible  signal,  or  .fearful  of 
hw^  sent  to  verify  this  assertion  and. to  exposjo 
themselves  to  a  fatiguing  exoorsion. 

Buroc,  at  latngth,  took  courageu  The  Emperor 
was  at  first  a^tated,  but  quickly  recoveriog  him* 
adf«  he  continued  the  review.  An  aide-densamp^ 
yoiing  Betanger,  presently  arrived.  He  brought 
wtelljigeiice  that  Murat's  first  line  had  been  sur-* 
pnsed  uid  overthrown,  his .1^  turned,  by  favoiir 
<rf  the  itreods,  his .  flank  attacked,  his  retreat  cut 
off;  that  twelve  pieces  of  cannon,  twenty  ammu-i 
Bitaon  waggons,  and  thirty  waggons.  bel<Mci£^  to 
the^trasa  wepe  taken#  two  generals  killed,  three  er 
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lMUy»  tbat .  t)ie  King  ^waa iW0UA<k!d.  Ke  Imd  Mt 
beeo.:  9ble  tp  raseo^  .tbe^  relics  of  hi»  J4fiu»fs4 
gwfd  from  the  4B«a]r>  -  but  by  reprntaA  (feiiyy 
gf  diQ  QAixierQa*  droops  whMih  akea4y  ocouiHod 
the  high  roa4  in  his  rear^  his  only^retxeat* 

Our  honour  however  was  saved.  The  attadc 
in  front,  directed  by  Kutusof,  was  feeble ;  Ponia- 
towski,  on  the  right,  made  a  glorious  resistance; 
JMurat  and  his  carbineers,  by  finipetnatural  exer- 
tions, checked  Bs^wout,  who  was  ready  to  pe- 
netrate our  left  flank,  and  restored  the  fortune  of 
the  day.  Claparfede  and  Latour-Maubourg  cleared 
the  defile  of  Spaskaplia,  two  leagues  in  the  rear 
of  our  line,  which  was  already  oecupied  by  Platof. 
Two  Russian  generals  were  killed,  and  othecs 
wounded:  the  loss  of  the  enemy  wa^s  considerable^ 
but  the  advantage  of  the  attack,  our  cannon,  our 
position,  the  victory  in  short,  were  theirs. 

As  for  Murat,  he  no  longer  had  an  advanced 
guard.  The  armistice  had  destroyed  half  ilxi 
remnant  of  his  cavalry.  This  engagement  finished 
it ;  the  survivors,  emaciated  with  hui^er,  were  s9 
few  as  scarcely  to  furnish  a  charge.  Thus  had  the 
war  recommenced.  It  was  now  the  18th  of  October. 

At  these  tidings  Napoleon  recovered  the  fire  of 
his  early  years.  A  thousand  orders  general  and 
particular,  all  diflFering  yet  all  ia  unison  and  all 
necessary,  burst  at  once  from  his  impetuous 
genius.  Night  had  not  yet  arrived  and  the  whole 
army  was  already   in   m^gicm  for   Woronowa; 
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Brousffler  was  sent  in  the  direction  of  Fominskoe 
and  Pdniatowftki  toward  Medin.  The  Emperor 
hiiMelf,  before  day*-Hgfat  on  the  19th  of  October, 
<psicied  MoMow.  '^  Left  as  mm&L  upon  Kalouga/' 
said  he,  *'  and  woe  be  to  those  whom  I  meet  with 
by  the  way  P' 
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BOOK  IX; 


CHAP.  I. 

Ik  the  southern  part  of  Moscow,  near  one  of  its 
gates»  one  of  its  most  extensive  suburbs  divides 
into  two  high  roads;  both  run  to  Kalouga:  the 
one,  that  on  die  right,  is  the  more  ancient ;  die 
other  is  new.  It  was  on  the  first  that  Kutnsof 
had  just  beateii  Murat.  By  the  same  road  Na- 
poleon left  Moscow  on  the  19th  of  October,  aof- 
Bouncing  to  his  officers  his  intention  to  retora 
to  the  frontiers  of  Poland  by  Kalouga,  Mediii, 
Yuknow,  Hnia,  and  Smolensk.  One  of  thetri, 
Rapp,  observed  that  '^  it  was  late,  and  that  winter 
might  overtake  them  by  the  way."  The  Brnpiero/t 
replied,  ^'  that  he  had  been  obliged  to  allow  time 
to  the  soldiers  to  recruit  themselves,  and  to  the 
wounded  collected  in  Moscow,  Mojaisk,  and  lEo- 
lotskoi,  to  move  off  towards  Smolensk;"  Then 
pointing  to  a  still  serene  sky,  he  asked,  *'  if  in 
that  brilliant  sun  they  did  not  recogniaie  his  sOsiT 
But  this  appeal  to  his  fortune  and  the  sinister  ex- 
pression of  his  looks  belied  the  security  vrhibh  he 

affected. 

Napoleon  entered  Moscow  withmntty  tlwa- 
sand  fighting  men  and  twenty  thousand  siek^^ttd 
wounded,  and  quitted  it  with  more  than  ahufidred 


(    »6    ) 

thousand  combatants.  He  left  there  only  twelve 
bundred  sick.  His  stay>  notwithstanding  daily 
losses,  had  therefore  served  to  rest  his  infantry, 
to  complete  his  stores,  to  augment  his  force  by 
ten  thousand  men,  and  to  protect  the  recovery  or 
the  retreat  of  a  great  part  of  his  wounded.  But  on 
this  very  first  day  he  coqld  perceive,  that  his  ca- 
valry and  artillery  might  be  said  rather  to  crawl 
^an  to  march. 

A  melancholy  spectacle  added  to  the  gloomy 
presentiments  qf  our  chief.  The  lormy  had  ever 
9ince  the  preceding  day  been  pouring  out  of  Mos- 
cow without  intermission.  In  this  column  of  one 
hundred  and  forty  thousaoid  men  and  about  fifty 
^usand  horses  of  all  kiqds,  a  hundred  thousand 
combatants^  marching  at  the  )iead  with  theur  ImBfr 
sacks,  their  arms,  upwards  of  five  hiUkdred  and 
fifty  pieces  of  cannon,  and  two.  .thousand  artillery- 
wagons,  still  exhibited  a  fecmid^bJe  appeamnce, 
worthy  of  soldiers  who  had  conqueied  the  world. 
But  tlus  rest,  in  an  alarming  proportion,  resembled 
a  horde  qS  Tartars  9fter  a  successful  invasion* 

Jt  consisted  of  three  or  four  files  of  infinite 
length,  in  which  there  was  a  mixture,  a  confiision 
<»f  <;haises»  ammunition  waggons,  handsome  car- 
nages, and  vdiiqles  of  every  kind.  Here  trophies 
Qf  Rwsiim,  Turkish,  and  Periuan  colours,  and  the 
gjgfmtaa  QF09S  of  Ivcm  the  Great — there,  Russian 
peasants  with  their  beards  carrying  or  driving 
9loi^  9iir  h^ofy,  of  which  they  constituted  a  part : 
Qtbeirs  dciigging  eyi^p  whedbanrows  filled  with 
wha^^Vlsr  t<tMy  «wl4  remove.    The  fools  w^re  not 
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Hkely  to  proceed  in  this  manner  tin  the  condiisioti* 
of  the  first  day:  their  senBeless  avidity  made  them 
think  nothing  of  battles  and  a  march  of  eight  hun- 
dred  leagues. 

In  these  followers  of  the  army  were  particularly 
remarked  a  multitude  of  men  of  all  nations,  with* 
out  uniform  and  without  arms,  and  servants  swear- 
ing in  every  language,  and  urging  by  dint  of  shouts 
and  blows  the  progress  of  elegant  carriages,  drawn 
by  pigmy  horses  harnessed  with  ropes.  Tliey 
were  filled  with  provisions,  or  with  the  booty 
saved  from  the  flames.  They  carried  also  French 
women  with  their  children.  Formerly  these  fe- 
males were  happy  inhabitants  of  Moscow ;  they 
now  fled  from  tiie  hatred  of  the  Muscovites,  which 
the  invasion  had  drawn  upon  their  heads;  the 
army  was  their  only  asylum. 

A  few  Russian  girls,  voluntary  captives,  also  fol- 
lowed. It  looked  like  a  caravan,  a  wandering 
nation,  or  rather  one  of  those  armies  of  antiquity 
returning  with  slaves  and  spoil  after  a  great  devas- 
tation. It  was  inconceivable  how  the  head  of  this 
column  could  draw  and  support  such  a  heavy  mass 
of  equipages  in  so  long  a  route. 

Notwithstanding  the  width  of  the  road  and  the 
shouts  of  his  escort.  Napoleon  had  great  difiiculty 
to  obtain  a  passage  through  this  immense  throng. 
No  doubt  the  obstruction  of  a  defile,  a  few  forced 
marches  and  a  handful  of  Cossacks,  would  have 
been  sufficient  to  rid  us  of  all  this  incumbrance : 
but  fortune,  or  the  enemy  had  alone  a  right  to 
lighten  us  in  this  maimer.    As  for  ^  Emperw, 
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li^.was.fjiily.Mfmbtefi^^  aeilber  deprive 

bis  soldiisjrs  of  tlus  friat  of  ^o  nitny  toils^  Bor  re* 
proach  them  for  securiog  .it*  Se^ides^  the  pro- 
visions concealed  the  booty,  and  could  he,  who 
could  not  give  hiB  troops  tbefiuh»^€»iiee^hich  he 
ought  to  have  done>  £M:bid  their  carrying  it  along 
vrith  them  ?  Lastly,  in  failure  of  military  convey- 
iMAces,  these  vehicles  would  be  the  only  means  of 
preservation  for  the  sick  and  wounded.  • 

.  Napoleon,  therefore,  es;tricated  himself  in -silenee 
from  the  ipim^nse  train  which  he  draw  after  him» 
and  adyanced  on  the  old  road  leading  to  Kalouga. 
He  pushed  on  in  this  direction  for  some  hours^  de-" 
claring  that  he  should  go  and  beat  K\]^usof  on  die 
very  field  of  his  victory.  But  all  at  once^  about 
mid-day»  opposite  to  the  castle  of  Krasnopachra, 
where  he  halted,  he  suddenly  turned  to  the  right 
with  bis  army,  aad  in  three. marches. across  the 
country  gained  the  new  road  to  Kalouga. 

The  rain,  which  overtook  him  in  the  midst  of 
this  manmuyre,  spoiled  the  cross-roads,  aod  obliged 
him  to  halt  in  them.    This  was  a  most  uni)^rtunate 
circumstance*  .  It  was  not  without  difficulty  that  . 
our  cannon  were  drawn  put  of  the  sloughs. 

At  any  rate  the  Emperor  had  masked  his  moite- 
meat  by  Ney's  corps  and  the  relics  of  Murats 
cavalry,  which  had  remained  behind  the  Motqcha 
atd  at  Woronowo^  Kutusof,  deceived  by  tiiis 
feint,  was  still  waiting  for  the  grand  army  on  the 
old  ro^d,  wbilat,  on  the  28rd  of  October,  the^wh^e 
of.itf.lrjmaferred  to  the  new  one,  had  but  one 
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march  to  make  in  order  to  pass  quietly  by  him, 
and  to  get  between  him  and  Kalouga. 

A  letter  from  Berthier  to  Kutusof,  dated  the 
first  day  of  this  flanking  march,  was  at  once  a  last 
attempt  at  peace,  and  perhaps  a  ruse  dc  guerre. 
No  satisfactory  answer  was  returned. 


CHAP.  II. 


On  the  23d  the  imperial  quarters  were  at  Bo- 
rowsk.  That  night  was  an  agreeable  one  for  the 
Emperor:  he  was  informed  that  at  six  in  the 
evening  Delzons  and  his  division  had,  four  leagues 
in  advance  of  him,  found  Malo*Yaroslawetz  and 
the  woods  which  command  it  unoccupied:  this 
was  a  strong  position,  within  reach  of  Kutusof, 
and  the  only  point  where  he  could  cut  us  off  from 
the  new  road  to  Kalouga.  But  the  Emperor  went 
to  sleep  on  this  success,  instead  of  entering  it ; 
and  next  day,  the  24th,  he  learned  that  the  Rus- 
sians disputed  it  with  him.  Owing  either  to  con- 
fidence or  uncertainty  in  his  plans,  this  intelligence 
gave  him  very  little  concern. 

He  quitted  Borowsk,  therefore,  late  and  leisure- 
ly, when  the  noise  of  a  very  smart  engagement 
reached  where  he  was :  he  then  became  uneasy, 
hastened  to  an  eminence  and  listened.  **  Had  the 
Russians  anticipated  him?  Was  his  manoeuvre 
thwarted  ?    Had  he  not  used  sufficient  expedition 
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in  that' march,  the  object  of  which  was  to  pass  the 
left  flank  of  Kutusof  ?" 

In  reality  there  was  in  this  whole  movement  a 
little  of  that  torpor  which  succeeds  a  long  repose. 
Moscow  is  but  one  hundred  and  ten  worsts  from 
Malo-Yaroslawetz ;  four  days  would  have  been 
sufficient  to  go  that  distance ;  we  took  six.  The 
army,  laden  with  provisions  and  pillage,  was 
heavy,  and  the  roads  were  deep.  A  whole  day 
had  been  sacrificed  to  the  passage  of  the  Nara 
and  its  morass,  as  also  to  the  rallying  of  the  dif- 
ferent corps.  It  is  true,  that  in  defiling  so  near 
the  enemy,  it  was  necessary  to  march  close,  that 
we  might  not  present  to  him  too  long  a  flank. 
Be  this  as  it  may,  we  may  date  all  our  calamities 
from  that  delay. 

The  Emperor  was  still  listening;  the  noise 
increased.  **  Is  it  then  a  battle  ?"  be  exclaimed. 
Every  discharge  agitated  him,  for  the  chief  point 
with  him  was  no  longer  to  conquer,  but  to  pre- 
serve, and  he  urged  on  Davoust,  who  accompa- 
nied him ;  but  he  and  that  marshal  did  not  reach 
the  field  of  battle  till  dark,  when  the  firing  was 
subsiding  and  the  whole  was  over. 

It  was  not  till  then  that  an  officer,  sent  by  Prince 
Eugene,  came  to  him  to  explain  the  whole  affair. 
^*  The  troops  had,''  he  said,  ''  in  the  first  place, 
been  obliged  to  cross  the  Louja  at  the  foot  of  Ma* 
lo-Yaroslawetz,  at  the  bottom  of  an  elbow  which 
the  river  makes  in  its  course ;  and  then  to  climb  a 
steep  hill :  it  is  on  this  rapid  declivity,  broken  by 
pointed  crags,  that  the  town  is  built.    Beyond  is 
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an  elevated  plain,  surrounded  with  wood,  from 
which  run  three  roads,  one  in  front,  coming  from 
Kalouga,  and  two  on  the  left,  from  Lectazowo, 
the  entrenched  camp  of  Kutusof. 
.  *'  On  the  preceding  day  Delzons  found  no  enemy 
there ;  but  he  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  place 
his  whole  division  in  the  upper  town,  beyond  a 
river  and  a  defile,  and  on  the  margin  of  a  preci* 
pice,  down  which  it  might  have  been  thrown  by 
a  nocturnal  surprise.  He  remained,  therefore,  on 
the  low  bank  of  the  Louja,  sending  only  two  bat- 
talions to  occupy  the  town  and  to  watch  the  ele- 
vated plain. 

^'  The  night  was  drawing  to  a  close ;  it  was  four 
o  clock,  and  all  were  already  asleep  in  Delzons  s 
bivouacs,  excepting  a  few  sentinels,  when  Docto- 
rofs  Russians  suddenly  rushed  in  the  dark  out  of 
the  wood  with  tremendous  shouts.  Our  sentinels 
were  driven  back  on  their  posts,  the  posts  on  their 
battalions,  the  battalions  on  the  division:  and 
yet  it  was  not  a  coup-dc-tnain,  for  the  Russians  had 
brought  up  cannon.  At  the  very  commencement 
of  the  attack,  the  firing  had  conveyed  the  tidings 
of  a  serious  affair  to  the  viceroy,  who  was  three 
leagues  distant." 

The  report  added,  that ''  the  Prince  had  imme- 
diately hastened  up  with  some  officers,  and  that 
his  divisions  and  his  guard  had  precipitately  fol* 
lowed  him.  As  he  approached,  a  vast  amphithe- 
atre, where  all  was  bustle,  opened  before  him ; 
the  Louja  marked  the  foot  of  it,  and  a  multitude  c£ 
Russian  riflemen  already  disputed  its  banks.'' 
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Behind  them,  from  the  summit  of  the  declivities 
on  which  the  town  was  situated,  their  advanced 
guard  poured  their  fire  oh  Delzons :  beyond  that, 
on  the  elevated  plain,  the  whole  army  of  Kutusof 
was  hastening  up  in  two  long  black  columns,  by 
the  two  roads  from  Lectazowo.  They  were  seen 
stretching  and  entrenching  themselves  on  this  bare 
slope,  upon  a  line  of  about  half  a  league,  where 
they  commanded  and'  embraced  every  thing  by 
their  number  and  position:  they  were  already 
placing  themselves  across  the  old  road  to  Kalou- 
ga,  which  was  open  the  preceding  day,  which  we 
might  have  occupied  and  travelled  if  we  had 
pleased,  but  which  Kutusof  would  henceforward 
have  it  in  his  power  to  defend  inch  by  inch. 

The  enemy*s  artillery  had  at  the  same  time 
taken  advantage  of  the  heights,  which  bordered 
the  river  on  their  side ;  their  fire  traversed  the 
low  ground  in  the  bend  of  the  river,  in  which 
were  Delzons  and  his  troops.  The  position  was 
untenable,  and  hesitation  would  have  been  fatal. 
It  was  necessary  to  get  out  of  it  either  by  a 
prompt  retreat,  or  by  an  impetuous  attack  ;  but 
it  was  before  us  that  our  retreat  lay,  and  the  vice- 
roy gave  orders  for  the  attack. 

After  crossing  the  Louja  by  a  narrow  bridge, 
the  high  road  from  Kalouga  runs  along  the  bottom 
of  a  ravine  which  ascends  to  the  town,  and  then 
enters  Malo- Yaroslawetz.  The  Russians,  in  mass, 
occupied  this  hollow  way:  Delzons  and  his 
Frenchmen  rushed  upon  them  head  foremost; 
the  Russians  were  broken  and  overthrown ;  they 
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gave  way,  and  presently  our  bayonets  glistened 
on  the  heights. 

Delzons,  conceiving  himself  sure  of  the  victory, 
announced  it  as  won.  He  had  nothing  but  a  pile 
of  buildings  to  storm :  his  soldiers  hesitated.  He 
himself  advanced  and  encouraged  them  by  his 
words,  gestures  and  example,  when  a  ball  struck 
him  on  the  forehead  and  extended  him  on  the 
ground.  His  brother  threw  himself  upon  hirn^ 
covered  him  with  his  body,  clasped  him  in  his 
arms,  and  would  have  borne  him  off  out  of  the  fire 
and  the  fray,  but  a  second  ball  hit  him  also,  and 
both  expired  together. 

This  loss  left  a  great  void,  which  required  to  be 
filled  up.  Guilleminot  succeeded  Delzons,  and 
the  first  thing  he  did  was  to  throw  a  hundred 
grenadiers  into  a  church  and  church-yard,  the 
walls  of  which  they  indented.  This  church  stood 
on  the  left  of  the  high  road,  which  it  commanded, 
and  to  this  edifice  we  owed  the  victory.  Five 
times  on  that  day  was  this  post  passed  by  the 
Russian  columns,  which  were  pursuing  ours,  and 
five  times  did  its  fire,  seasonably  poured  upon 
their  flank  and  rear,  harass  them  and  slacken 
their  progress :  afterwards,  when  we  resumed  the 
offensive,  this  position  placed  them  between  two 
fires  and  ensured  the  success  of  our  attacks. 

Scarcely  had  that  general  made  this  disposition 
when  he  was  assailed  by  hosts  of  Russians ;  he 
was  driven  back  towards  the  bridge,  where  the 
viceroy  had  stationed  himself,  in  order  to  judge 
how  to  act  and  prepare  his  reserves.    At  first  the 
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reinforcements  which  he  sent  came  up  but  slowly 
one  after  another;  and  as  is  almost  always  the 
case,  each  of  them,  being  inadequate  to  any  great 
effort,  was  successively  destroyed  without  result. 

At  length  the  whole  of  the  1 4th  division  was 
engaged:  the  combat  was  then  carried,  for  the 
third  time,  to  the  heights.  But  when  the  French 
had  passed  the  houses,  when  they  had  removed 
from  the  central  point  from  which  they  set  out ; 
when  they  had  reached  the  plain,  where  they  were 
exposed,  and  where  the  circle  expanded,  they 
could  advance  no  farther:  overwhelmed  by  the 
fire  of  a  whole  army  they  were  daunted  and 
shaken ;  fresh  Russians  incessantly  came  up;  and 
our  thinned  ranks  gave  way  and  were  broken ; 
the  obstacles  of  the  ground  increased  their  confu- 
sion; they  again  descendejii  precipitately  and 
abandoned  every  thing. 

Meanwhile  the  howitzers  having  set  fire  to  the 
wooden  town  behind  them,  in  their  retreat  they 
were  stopped  by  the  conflagration ;  one  fire  drove 
them  back  upon  another;  the  Russian  recruits, 
wrought  up  to  a  pitch  of  fanatic  fury,  closely  pur- 
sued them;  our  soldiers  became  enraged;  they 
fought  man  to  man :  some  were  seen  seizing  each 
other  by  one  hand,  striking  with  the  other,  until 
both  victors  and  vanquished  rolled  down  preci- 
pices into  the  flames,  without  losing  their  hold. 
There  the  wounded  expired,  either  suffocated  by 
the  smdce  or  consumed  by  ther  fire.  Their  black- 
ened and  calcined  skeletons  soon  presented  a 
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hideous  sight,  when  the  eye  could  still  discover  in 
them  the  traces  of  a  human  form. 

All,  however,  were  not  equally  intent  on  doing 
their  duty.  There  was  one  officer,  a  man  who 
was  known  to  talk  very  big,  and  who,  at  the  bot- 
tom of  a  ravine,  wasted  the  time  for  action  in 
making  speeches.  In  this  place  of  security  he 
kept  about  him  a  sufficient  number  of  troops  to 
authorize  his  remaining  himself,  leaving  the  rest 
to  expose  themselves  in  detail,  without  unison  and 
at  random. 

The  1 5th  division  was  still  left.  The  viceroy 
summoned  it :  as  it  advanced,  it  threw  a  brigade 
into  the  suburb  on  the  left,  and  another  into  the 
town  on  the  right.  It  consisted  of  Italians,  re- 
cruits, who  had  never  before  been  in  action.  They 
ascended,  shouting  enthusiastically,  ignorant  of 
the  danger  or  despising  it,  from  that  singular  dis-. 
position,  which  renders  life  less  dear  in  its  flower 
than  in  its  decline,  either  because  while  young  we 
fear  death  less  from  the  feeling  of  its  distance,  or 
because  at  that  age,  rich  in  years  and  prodigal  of 
every  thing,  we  squander  life  as  the  wealthy  do 
their  fortune. 

The  shock  was.  terrible :  every  thing  was  recon- 
quered for  the  fourth  time,  and  lost  in  like  man- 
ner. More  eager  to  begin  than  their  seniors,  they 
were  sooner  disheartened,  and  returned  flying  to 
the  old  battalions,  which  supported  and  were 
obliged  to  lead  them  back  to  the  danger. 

The  Russians,  emboldened  by  their  incessantly 
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increasing  numbers  and  success,  then  descended 
by  their  right  to  gain  possession  of  the  bridge  and 
to  cut  off  our  retreat.  Prince  Eugene  had  nothing 
left  but  his  last  reserve :  he  and  his  guard  now 
took  part  in  the  combat.  At  this  sight,  and  at 
his  call,  the  remains  of  the  13tb,  14th,  and  15th 
divisions  mustered  their  courage ;  they  made  a 
powerful  and  a  last  effort,  and  for  the  fifth  time 
the  combat  was  transferred  to  the  heights. 

At  the  same  time  Colonel  Peraldi  and  the  Italian 
chasseurs  overthrew  with  their  bayonets  the  Rus- 
sians, who  were  already  approaching  the  left  of 
the  bridge,  and  inebriated  by  the  smoke  and  the 
fire,  through  which  they  had  passed,  by  the  havoc 
which  they  made,  and  by  their  victory,  they  pushed 
forward  without  stopping  on  the  elevated  plain, 
and  endeavoured  to  make  themselves  masters  of 
the  enemy's  cannon :  but  one  of  those  deep  clefts 
with  which  the  soil  of  Russia  is  intersected,  stop- 
ped them  in  the  midst  of  a  destructive  fire ;  their 
ranks  opened^  the  enemy  s  cavalry  attacked  them, 
and  they  were  driven  back  to  the  very  gardens  of 
the  suburbs.  There  they  paused  and  rallied :  all, 
both  French  and  Italians,  obstinately  defended 
the  upper  avenues  of  the  town,  and  the  Russians 
being  at  length  repulsed,  drew  back  and  concen- 
trated themselves  on  the  road  to  Kalouga,  between 
the  woods  and  Malo-Yaroslawetz. 

In  this  manner  eighteen  thousand  Italians  and 
French,  jammed  in  the  bottom  of  a  ravine,  de- 
feated fifty  thousand  Russians,  posted  over  their 
beads,  and  seconded  by  all  the  obstacles  that  a 
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town  built  on  a  steep  declivity  is  capable  of 
presenting. 

The  army,  however,  surveyed  with  sorrow  this 
field  of  battle,  where  seven  generals  and  four 
thousand  Italians  had  been  killed  or  wounded. 
The  sight  of  the  enemy  s  loss  afforded  no  consola- 
tion ;  it  was  not  twice  the  amount  of  ours,  and 
their  wounded  would  be  saved.  It  was  moreover 
recollected  that  in  a  similar  situation  Peter  I., 
in  sacrificing  ten  Russians  for  one  Swede,  thought 
that  he  was  not  sustaining  merely  an  equal  loss, 
but  even  gaining  by  so  terrible  a  bargain.  But 
what  caused  the  greatest  pain  was  the  idea  that 
so  sanguinary  a  conflict  might  have  been  spared. 

The  fires  which  were  discovered  on  our  left,  in 
the  night  between  the  23d  and  24th,  apprized  us 
of  the  movement  of  the  Russians  towards  Malo- 
Yaroslawetz ;  and  yet  it  was  remarked,  that  the 
French  army  had  marched  thither  languidly;  that 
a  single  division,  thrown  to  the  distance  of  three 
leagues  from  all  succour,  had  been  carelesdy 
risked ;  that  the  corps  i  armkt  had  remained  out 
of  reach  of  each  other.  Where  were  now  the 
rapid  movements  of  Marengo,  Uhn,  and  Eckmiihl? 
Why  so  slow  and  drawling  a  march  on  such  a 
critical  occasion  ?  Was  it  our  artillery  and  bag- 
gage that  had  caused  this  tardiness  ?  Such  was 
at  least  the  most  plausible  presumption. 
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CHAP.  III. 

When  the  Emperor  heard  the  report  of  this 
combat  he  was  a  few  paces  to  the  right  of  the 
high  road,  at  the  bottom  of  a  ravine,  close  to  the 
rivulet  and  village  of  Ghorodinia,  in  the  habitation 
of  a  weaver,  an  old,  crazy,  filthy,  wooden  hut. 
Here  he  was  half  a  league  from  Malo-Yarosla- 
wetz,  at  the  commencement  of  the  bend  of  the 
Louja.  It  was  in  this  worm-eaten  dwelling,  and 
in  a  dirty  dark  room,  parted  off  into  two  by  a 
doth,  that  th^  fate  of  the  army  and  of  Europe 
was  about  to  be  decided. 

The  first  hours  of  the  night  passed  in  receivipg 
reports.  All  agreed  that  the  enemy  was  making 
preparations  against  the  next  day  for  a  battle, 
which  all  were  disposed  to  decline.  At  eleven 
at  night  Bessi^res  entered.  This  marshal  owed 
his  elevation  to  long  services,  and  above  all  to  the 
affection  of  the  Emperor,  who  had  attached  him- 
self to  him  as  to  a  creation  of  his  own.  It  is  true, 
that  a  man  could  not  be  a  favourite  with  Napo- 
leon, as  with  any  other  monarch;  that  it  was 
necessary  at  least  to  have  followed  and  been  of 
some  service  to  him,  for  he  sacrificed  little  to  the 
agreeable;  in  short,  it  was  requisite  that  he  should 
have  been  more  than  a  witness  of  so  many  victo- 
ries ;  and  the  Emperor  accustomed  himself  to  see 
with  eyes  which  he  believed  to  be  of  his  own 
formation. 
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He  had  sent  this  marshal  to  examine  the  attitude 
of  the  enemy.  Bessiferes  obeyed:  he  carefully 
explored  the  front  of  the  Russian  position.  ''  It 
is,"  said  he,  "  unassailable !" — "  Oh  heavens !"  ex- 
claimed the  Emperor,  clasping  his  hands,  **  are 
you  sure  you  are  right  ?  Are  you  not  mistaken  ? 
Will  you  answer  for  that  ?"  Bessi^res  repeated 
his  assertion :  he  affirmed  that  **  three  hundred 
grenadiers  Should  suffice  to  keep  in  check  a  whole 
army.**  Napoleon  then  crossed  his  arms  with  a 
look  of  consternation,  hung  his  head,  and  remained 
as  if  overwhelmed  with  the  deepest  dejection. 
"  His  army  was  victorious  and  himself  conquered. 
His  route  was  intercepted,  his  manceuvre  thwart- 
ed :  Kutusof,  an  old  man,  a  Scythian,  had  been 
beforehand  with  him !  And  he  could  not  accuse 
his  star.  Did  not  the  sun  of  France  seem  to  have 
followed  him  to  Russia  ?  Was  not  the  road  to 
Malo-Yaroslawetz  open  but  the  preceding  day  ? 
It  was  not  his  fortune  then  that  had  failed  him, 
but  he  who  had  been  wanting  to  his  fortune  ?** 

Absorbed  in  this  abyss  of  painful  reflections,  he 
fell  into  so  profound  a  stupor,  that  none  of  those 
about  him  could  draw  from  him  a  single  word. 
Scarcely  could  a  nod  of  the  head  be  obtained  from 
him  by  dint  of  importunity.  At  length  he  strove 
to  get  some  rest :  but  a  feverish  anxiety  prevented 
him  from  closing  his  eyes.  During  all  the  rest  of 
that  cruel  night  he  kept  rising,  lying  down  again, 
and  calling  incessantly,  but  yet  not  a  single  word 
betrayed  his  distress :  it  was  only  from  the  agita- 
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tion  of  his  body  that  the  anguish  of  his  mind  was 
to  be  inferred. 

About  four  in  the  morning,  one  of  his  orderly 
officers,  the  Prince  d'  Aremberg,  came  to  inform 
him  that  under  favour  of  the  night,  the  woods  and 
some  inequalities  of  ground,  Cossacks  were  slip* 
ping  in  between  him  and  his  advanced  posts. 
The  Emperor  had  just  sent  off  Poniatowski  on  his 
right  to  Kremenskoe.  So  little  did  he  expect  the 
enemy  from  that  side,  that  he  had  neglected  to 
order  out  any  scouts  on  his  right  flank.  He  there- 
fore slighted  the  report  of  his  orderly  officer. 

No  sooner  did  the  sun  appear  above  the  horizon 
on  the  25th,  than  he  mounted  his  horse,  and  ad- 
vanced on  the  Kalouga  road,  which  to  him  was 
now  nothing  more  than  the  road  to  Malo-Yaros- 
lawetz.  To  reach  the  bridge  of  that  town,  he  had 
to  cross  the  plain,  about  a  league  in  length  and 
breadth,  embraced  by  the  bend  of  the  Louja :  a 
few  officers  only  attended  the  Emperor.  The  four 
squadrons  of  his  usual  escort,  not  having  been 
previously  apprized,  hastened  to  rejoin,  but  had 
not  yet  overtaken  him.  The  road  was  covered 
with  baggage  and  artillery,  waggons  and  vehicles 
of  luxury :  it  was  the  interior  of  the  army,  and 
every  one  proceeded  without  mistrust. 

In  the  distance,  towards  the  right,  a  few  small 
bodies  of  men  were  first  seen  running,  and  then 
large  black  lines  advancing.  Outcries  were  pre- 
sently heard :  some  women  and  attendants  on  the 
army  were  met  running  back,  too  much  affrighted 
and  out  of  breath  either  to  listen  to  any  thing,  or 
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to  answer  any  question.  At  the  same  time  the 
jGile  of  vehicles  stopped  in  uncertainty;  disorder 
arose  in  it :  some  endeavoured  to  proceed,  others 
to  turn  back;  they  crossed,  jostled  and  upset  one 
another;  and  the  whole  was  soon  a  scene  of  com* 
plete  uproar  and  confusion. 

The  Emperor  looked  on  and  smiled,  still  ad- 
vancing and  believing  it  to  be  a  groundless  panic. 
His  aides-de-camp  suspected  that  it  was  Cossacks 
whom  they  saw,  but  they  marched  in  such  regular 
platoons  that  they  still  had  doubts  on  the  subject; 
and  if  those  wretches  had  not  howled  at  the  mo- 
ment of  attack,  as  they  all  do  to  stifle  the  sense 
of  danger,  it  is  probable  that  Napoleon  would  not 
have  escaped  them.  A  circumstance  which  in- 
creased the  peril  was,  that  their  cries  were  at  first 
mistaken  for  acclamations,  and  their  hurrahs  for 
shouts  of  Vive  FEmpereur! 

It  was  Platof  and  six  thousand  Cossacks  who, 
in  the  rear  of  our  victorious  advanced-guard,  had 
attempted  to  cross  the  river,  the-  low  plain  and 
the  high  road,  carrying  off  all  before  them;  and  it 
was  at  the  very  moment  when  the  Emperor,  easy 
in  the  midst  of  his  army,  was  advancing  among 
the  ravines  on  the  rugged  border  of  the  river, 
refusing  belief  to  so  audiaicious  a  plan,  that  l^y 
put  it  in  execution. 

When  they  had  once  started,  they  approached 
with  such  speed,  that  Rapp  had  but  just  time  to 
say  to  the  Emperor,  **  It  is  the  Cossacks ! — ^tam 
back  T'  The  Emperor,  whose  eyes  deceived  him, 
or  who  disliked  running  away,  persisted,  and  was 


(  in   ) 

on  the  point  of  being  surrounded,  when  Rapp 
seized  the  bridle  of  his  horse,  and  turned  him 
round,  crying  *'  Indeed  you  must!"  The  Emperor 
had  but  a  moment  to  escape,  and  Rapp  to  face 
these  barbarians,  the  foremost  of  whom  thrust  his 
lance  into  the  chest  of  his  horse  with  such  vio- 
lence as  to  throw  him  down.  The  other  aides-de-r 
camp,  and  a  few  horse  belonging  to  the  guard, 
extricated  the  general. 

At  the  same  moment,  the  horde,  in  crossing  Ahe 
high  road,  overthrew  every  thing  before  them, 
horses,  men,  and  carriages,  wounding  and  killing 
some,  and  dragging  them  into  the  woods  for  the 
purpose  of  plundering  them;  then,  loosing  the 
horses  harnessed  to  the  guns,  they  took  them  along 
with  them  across  the  country.  But  they  had  only 
a  momentary  victory,  a  triumph  of  surprise.  The 
cavalry  of  the  guard  came  up ;  at  this  sight  they 
drew  back  and  fled;  and  this  torrent  subsided, 
leaving  indeed  melancholy  traces,  but  abandoning 
all  that  it  was  hurrying  away  in  its  course. 

Some  of  these  barbarians,  however,  carried 
their  audacity  even  to  insolence.  They  were  seen 
retiring  at  a  foot-pace  across  the  interval  between 
our  squadrons^  and  coolly  reloading  their  arms. 
They  reckoned  upon  the  heaviness  of  our  cavalry 
of  the  ilitCy  an  dthe  swiftness  of  their  own  horses, 
which  they  urge  with  a  whip.  Their  flight  was 
efiecled  without  disorder ;  they  had  faced  round 
several  times,  without  waiting  indeed  till  within 
reach  of  fire,  so  that  they  left  scarcely  any  wounded 
and  not  one  prisoner.     At  length  they  enticed  us 
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on  to  ravines  covered  with  bushes,  where  we  were 
stopped  by  their  artillery,  which  was  waiting  for 
them.  All  this  furnished  subject  for  reflection. 
Our  army  was  worn  down ;  and  the  war  had  be- 
gun again  with  new  and  undiminished  spirit. 

The  Emperor  himself,  who  retired  to  his  head- 
quarters, remained  there  half  an  hour,  lost  in 
astonishment  that  the  enemy  had  dared  to  attack 
him,  and  that  too  the  very  day  after  a  victory, 
and  that  he  had  been  obliged  to  fly.  He  laid 
the  blame  of  it  on  his  guard,  and  was  roused 
from  his  stupor  by  a  paroxysm  of  passion :  then 
judging  that  the  plain  was  cleared,  he  returned  to 
Malo-Yaroslawetz,  where  the  viceroy  pointed  out 
to  him  the  obstacles  which  bad  been  conquered 
the  preceding  day. 

The  ground  itself  spoke  suflBciently.  Never 
was  field  of  battle  more  terribly  eloquent.  Its 
marked  features ;  its  ruins  covered  with  blood ; 
the  streets,  the  line  of  which  could  no  longer  be 
recognized  but  by  the  long  train  of  the  dead,  whose 
heads  were  crushed  by  the  wheels  of  the  cannon ; 
the  wounded,  who  were  still  seen  issuing  from  the 
rubbish  and  crawling  along,  with  their  garments, 
their  hair,  and  their  limbs  half  consumed  by  the 
fire,  and  uttering  lamentable  cries;  finally,  the 
doleful  sound  of  the  last  melancholy  honours 
which  the  grenadiers  were  paying  to  the  remains 
of  their  colonels  and  generals  who  had  been  slain 
— all  attested  the  e'ktreme  obstinacy  of  the  c(m- 
flict.  In  this  scene  the  Emperor,  it  was  said, 
beheld  nothing  but  glory :    he  exclaimed,  that 
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"  the  honour  of  so  proud  a  day  belonged  exclusively 
to  Prince  Eugene."  This  sight,  nevertheless, 
aggravated  the  painful  impression  which  had 
already  seized  him.  He  then  advanced  to  the 
elevated  plain. 


CHAP.  IV. 

Can  you  ever  forget,  comrades^  the  fatal  field 
mrhich  put  a  stop  to  the  conquest  of  the  world, 
where  tiie  victories  of  twenty  years  were  blasted, 
where  the  great  edifice  of  our  fortune  began  to. 
totter  to  its  foundation  ?  Do  you  not  still  figure 
to  yourselves  the  blood-stained  ruins  of  that  town, 
those  deep  ravines,  and  the  woods  which  surround 
that  elevated  plain  and  convert  it  as  it  were  into 
a  tented  field?  On  one  side  were  the  French, 
quitting  the  north,  which  they  shunned ;  on  the 
other,  at  the  entrance  of  the  wood,  were  the  Rus- 
sians, guarding  the  south,  and  striving  to  drive  us 
back  upon  their  mighty  winter.  In  the  midst  of 
this  plain,  between  the  two  armies,  was  Napoleon, 
his  steps  and  his  eyes  wandering  from  south  to 
west,  along  the  roads  to  Kalouga  and  Medyn, 
both  which  were  closed  against  him.  On  that  to 
Kalouga,  were  Kutusof  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  men,  ready  to  dispute  with  him 
twenty  leagues  of  defiles;  towards  Medyn  he 
beheld  a  numerous  cavalry:  it  was  Platof  and 
those  same  hordes  which  had  just  penetrated  into 
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the  flank  of  the  army,  had  trayened  it  throi^ 
and  through,  and  burst  forth,  laden  with  booty,  to 
form  again  on  his  right  flank,  where  reinforce- 
ments and  artillery  were  waiting  for  them.  It 
was  on  that  side  that  the  eyes  of  the  Emperor 
were  fixed  longest ;  it  was  there  that  he  received 
the  reports  of  bis  officers  and  consulted  his  maps : 
then,  oppressed  with  regret  and  gloomy  fore- 
bodings, he  slowly  returned  to  his  head>quarters. 

Murat,  Prince  Eugene,  Berthier,  Davoust  and 
Bessi^res  followed  him.  This  naiean  habitation  of 
an  obscure  artisan  contained  within  it  an  Eoh 
peror,  two  Kings,  and  three  Generals.  Here 
they  were  about  to  decide  the  fete  of  Europe,  and 
of  the  army  which  had  conquered  it.  Smolensk 
was  the  goal.  Were  they  to  march  thither  by 
Kalouga,  Medyn  or  Mojaisk?  Napoleon  was 
seated  at  a  table,  his  head  supported  by  his  hands, 
which  concealed  his  features,  as  well  as  the  anguish 
which  they  no  doubt  expressed. 

A  silence  fraught  with  such  imminent  destinies 
continued  to  be  respected,  until  Murat,  whose 
actions  were  always  the  result  of  impetuous  feel- 
ing, became  weary  of  this  hesitation.  Yielding 
to  the  dictates  of  his  genius,  which  was  wholiy 
directed  by  his  ardent  temperament,  he  was  eager 
to  burst  from  that  uncertainty,  by  one  of  those 
first  movements  which  elevate  to  glory,  or  hurry 
to  destruction. 

Rising,  he  exclaimed,  that  "  he  might  possibly 
be  again  accused  of  imprudence,  but  that  in  war 
circumstances  decided  and  gave  to  every  thing  its 
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name ;  that  where  there  is  no  other  course  than 
to  attack,  prudence  becomes  temerity  and  teme- 
rity prudence;  that  to  stop  was  impossible,  to 
fly  dangerous,  consequently  they  ought  to  pursue. 
What  signified  the  menacing  attitude  of  the  Rus- 
sians and  their  impenetrable  woods?  For  his 
part  he  cared  not  for  them.  Give  him  but  the 
remnant  of  his  cavalry  and  of  the  guard,  and  he 
would  force  his  way  into  their  forests  and  their 
battalions,  overthrow  all  before  him,  and  open 
anew  to  the  army  the  road  to  Kalouga/' 

Here  Napoleop,  raising  his  head,  extinguished 
all  this  fire,  by  saying,  that  '*  we  had  exhibited  te- 
merity enough  already ;  that  we  had  done  too  much 
for  glory,  and  it  was  high  time  to  give  up  thinking 
oi  any  thing  but  how  to  save  the  rest  of  the 
army," 

Bessiferes,  either  because  his  pride  revolted 
from  the  idea  of  obeying  the  King  of  Naples,  or 
from  a  desire  to  preserve  uninjured  the  cavalry 
of  the  guard,  which  he  had  formed,  for  which  he 
was  answerable  to  Napoleon,  and  in  which  con- 
sisted his  command  and  his  utility — Bessieres, 
finding  himself  supported,  then  ventured  to  add, 
that  "  neither  the  army  nor  even  the  guard  had 
sufficient  spirit  left  for  such  efforts.  It  was 
already  said  in  both,  that  as  the  means  of  convey- 
ance were  inadequate,  henceforth  the  conqueror, 
if  overtaken,  would  fall  a  prey  to  the  vanquished; 
that  of  course  every  wound  would  be  mortal. 
Mvrat  would  therefore  be  but  feebly  seconded. 
And  in  what   a  position !   its  strength  had  just 
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been  but  too  well  demonstrated.  Against  Tvhat 
enemies!  had  they  not  remarked  the  field  of  the 
preceding  day's  battle,  and  with  what  fury  the 
Russian  recruits,  scarcely  armed  and  clothed, 
had  there  fought  and  fell?"  The  Marshal  con- 
cluded by  voting  in  favour  of  retreat,  which  die 
Emperor  approved  by  his  silence. 

The  Prince  of  Eckmiihl  immediately  observed, 
that,  "  as  a  retreat  was  decided  upon,  •  he  pro- 
posed that  it  should  be  by  Medyn  and  Smolensk.." 
But  Murat  interrupted  Davoust,  and  whether  from 
enmity  or  from  that  discouragement  which  usually 
succeeds  the  rejection  of  a  rash  measure,  he  de- 
clared his  astonishment,  '*  that  any  one  should 
dare  to  propose  so  imprudent  a  step  to  the  Em- 
peror. Had  Davoust  sworn  the  destruction  of  Uie 
army  ?  Would  he  have  so  long  and  so  heavy  a 
column  trail  along,  without  guides  and  in  un- 
-certainty,  on  an  unknown  track,  within  reack  of 
Kutusof,  presenting  its  flank  to  all  the  attacks  of 
the  enemy?  Would  he,  Davoust,  defend  it? 
Why — when  in  our  rear  Borowsk  and  Verria 
would  lead  us  without  danger  to  Mojaisk — vfhj 
reject  that  safe  route  ?  There,  provisions  must 
have  been  collected,  there  every  thing  was  known 
to  us,  and  we  could  not  be  misled  by  any  tndtor." 

At  these  words  Davoust,  burning  with  a  rage 
which  he  had  great  difficulty  to  repress,  veplmA, 
that  "he  proposed  a  retreat  through  a  fertile 
country,  by  an  untouched,  plentiful  and  weU  i^fl* 
plied  route,  villages  still  standing,  and  by 'Ae 
shortest  road,  that  the  enemy  might  not  avail  liim- 
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self  of  it,  to  cut  us  off  from  the  route  from  Mojaisk 
to  Smolensk,  recommended  by  Murat.  And  what 
a  route !  a  desert  of  sand  and  ashes,  where  con- 
voys of  wounded  would  increase  our  embarrass- 
ment, where  we  should  meet  with  nothing  but 
ruins,  traces  of  blood,  skeletons  and  famine ! 

"  Moreover,  though  he  deemed  it  his  duty  to  , 
give  his  opinion  when  it  was  asked,  he  was  ready 
to  obey  orders  contrary  to  it  with  the  same  zeal 
as  if  they  were  consonant  with  his  suggestions ; 
but  that  the  Emperor  alone  had  a  right  to  impose 
silence  on  him,  and  not  Murat,  who  was  not  his 
sovereign,  and  never  should  be  J" 
.  The  quarrel  growing  warm,  Bessi^res  and  Ber- 
thier  interposed.  As  for  the  Emperor,  still  ab- 
sorbed in  the  same  attitude,  he  appeared  insen- 
sible to  what  was  passing.  At  length  he  broke 
up  this  council  with  the  words,  "  Well,  gentle- 
men, I  will  decide.*' 

He  decided  on  retreat,  and  by  that  road  which 
would  carry  him  most  speedily  to  a  distance  from 
the  enemy;  but  it  required  another  desperate 
effort  before  he  could  bring  himself  to  give  an 
order  of  march  so  new  to  him.  So  painful  was 
this  effort,  that  in  the  inward  struggle  which 
it  occasioned,  he  lost  the  use  of  his  senses. 
Those  who  attended  him  have  asserted,  that  the 
report  of  another  warm  affair  with  the  Cossacks, 
towaords  Borowsk,  ^  few  leagues  in  the  rear  of 
the.  army,  was  the  last  shock  which  induced  him 
fittaUy  to  adopt  this  fatal  resolution. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  he  issued  orders 
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for  this  retreat  northward,  at  the  very  moment 
that  Kutusof  and  his  Russians,  dismayed  by 
the  defeat  of  Malo-Yaroslawetz,  were  retiring 
southward. 


CHAP.  V. 


The  very  same  night  a  similar  anxiety  had  agi- 
tated the  Russian  camp.  During  the  combat  of 
Malo-Yaroslawetz,  Kutusof  had  approached  the 
field  of  battle,  groping  his  way,  as  it  were,  paus- 
ing at  every  step  and  examining  the  ground,  as  if 
he  was  afraid  of  its  sinking  beneath  him ;  he  did  not 
send  off  the  different  corps  which  were  dispatched 
to  the  assistance  of  Doctorof,  till  the  orders  for 
that  purpose  were  absolutely  extorted  from  him.. 
He  durst  not  place  himself  in  person  across  Na- 
poleon's way,  till  an  hour  when  general  battles 
are  not  to  be  apprehended. 

Wilson,  warm  from  the  action,  then  hastened 
to  him, — Wilson,  that  active  bustling  English- 
man, whom  we  had  seen  in  Egypt,  in  Spain,  and 
every  where  else,  the  enemy  of  the  French  and  of 
Napoleon.  He  was  the  representative  of  the 
allies  in  the  Russian  army  ;  he  was  in  the  midst 
of  Kutusof 's  army  an  independent  man,  an  ob- 
server, nay,  even  a  judge — infallible  motives  of 
aversion ;  his  presence  was  odious  to  the "  old 
Russian  general ;  and  as  hatred  never  fails  to 
beget  hatred,  both  cordially  detested  each  other. 

Wilson  reproached  him  with  his  excessive  dila- 
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toriness  ;  he  remiDded  him  that  five  times  in  one 
day  it  had  caused  them  to  lose  the  victory^  in 
the  battle  of  Winkowo,  on  the  18th  of  Octo- 
ber. In  fact,  on  that  day  Murat  would  have  been 
destroyed,  had  Kutusof  fully  occupied  the  front 
of  the  French  by  a  brisk  attack,  while  Bennigsen 
was  turning  their  left  wing.  But  either  from 
negligence,  or  that  tardiness  which  is  the  fault  of 
age,  or  as  several  Russians  assert,  because  Ku- 
tusof was  more  envious  of  Bennigsen  than  inimi- 
cal to  Napoleon,  the  old  man  had  attacked  too 
fiuntly,  and  too  late,  and  had  stopped  too  soon* 

Wilson  continued  to  insist  on  his  agreeing 
to  a  decisive  engagement  on  the  following  day, 
and  on  his  refusal,  he  asked,  **  Was  he  then  de- 
termined to  opmi  a  free  passage  for  Napoleon  ?  to 
allow  him  to  escape  with  his  victory  ?  What  a 
cry  of  indignation  would  be  raised  in  Petersburg, 
in  London,  throughout  all  Europe !  Did  he  not 
already  hear  the  murmurs  of  his  own  troops?" 

Kutusof,  irritated  at  this,  replied,  that  ''he 
would  certainly  rather  make  a  bridge  of  gold  for 
the  enemy  than  compromise  his  army,  and  with 
it  the  fate  of  the  whole  empire.  Was  not  Napo- 
leon fleeing  ?  why  then  stop  and  force  him  to  cour 
quer  ?  The  weather  was  sufficient  to  destroy  him : 
of  all  the  allies  of  Russia,  they  could  rely  with  most 
ccmfidence  on  winter ;  and  he  should  wait  for  its 
assistance.  As  for  the  Russian  army,  it  was  under 
his  command,  and  it  would  obey  him  in  spite  of 
the  clamours  of  Wilson;  Alexander,  when  in- 
formed  of  his  proceedings,  would  approve  them* 
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What  did  he  care  for  England  ?  was  it  for  her 
that  he  was  fighting  ?  He  was  a  true-born  Riis- 
sian^  his  fondesjt  wish  was  to  see  Russia  delivered, 
and  delivered  she  would  be  without  risking  the 
chance  of  another  battle ;  and  as  for  the  rest  of 
Europe,  it  was  nothing  to  him  whether  it  was 
under  the  dominion  of  France  or  England." 

Thus  was  Wilson  repulsed,  and  yet  Kutusof, 
shut  up  with  the  French  army  in  the  elevated 
plain  of  Malo-Yaroslawetz,  was  compelled  to  put 
himself  into  the  most  threatening  attitude.  He 
there  drew  up,  on  the  26th,  all  his  divimons,  and 
seven  hundred  pieces  of  artillery.  No  doubts 
were  any  longer  entertained  in  the  two  armies 
that  a  decisive  day  had  arrived:  Wilson  was  of 
that  opinion  himself.  He  remarked  that  the  Rus- 
sian lines  had  at  their  back  a  muddy  ravine>  across 
which  there  was  an  unsafe  bridge.  This  only 
way  of  retreat,  in  the  sight  of  an  enemy,  appeared 
to  him  to  be  impracticable.  Kutusof  was  now  in 
such  a  situation  that  he  must  either  conquer  or 
perish ;  and  the  Englishman  smiled  at  the  prospect 
of  a  decisive  engagement :  whether  its  issue 
proved  fatal  to  Napoleon  or  dangerous  to  Rusaift, 
it  must  be  bloody,  and  England  could  not  but  be 
a  gainer  by  it. 

Still  uneasy,  however^  he  went  at  nif^tthroilgh 
the  ranks  :  he  was  delighted  to  hear  Kntumf 
swear  that  he  was  at  length  going  to  fi^t;?  k& 
triumphed,  on  seeing  all  the  Russian  generals  prer 
paring  for  a  terrible  conflict;  Bennigsen . alone 
had  still  doubts  on  the  subject*     The  Engiisb-; 
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man,  nevertheless,  considering  that  the  position 
no  longer  admitted  of  falling  back,  at  length  lay 
down  to  wait  for  day-light,  when  about  three  in 
the  morning  a  general  order  for  retreat  awoke 
him.  All  his  efforts  were  ineffectual.  Kutusof 
had  resolved  to  direct  his  flight  southward,  first 
to  Gonczarewo,  and  then  beyond  Kalouga ;  and  at 
the  Ocka  every  thing  was  by  this  time  ready  for 
his  passage. 

It  was  at  that  very  instant  that  Napoleon  or- 
dered his  troops  to  retire  northward  on  Mojaisk. 
The  two  armies  therefore  turned  their  backs  on 
each  other,  mutually  deceiving  each  other  by 
means  of  their  rear  guards. 

On  the  part  of  Kutusof,  Wilson  asserts,  that 
his  retreat  was  like  a  rout.  Cavalry,  cannon, 
carriages,  and  battalions  thronged  from  all  sides 
to  the  entrance  of  the  bridge,  against  which  the 
Russian  army  was  backed.  There  all  these  co- 
lunms,  hurrying  from  the  right,  the  left,  and  the 
centre,  met,  clashed,  and  became  blended  into  so 
enormous  and  so  dense  a  mass,  that  it  lost  all 
power  of  motion.  It  took  several  hours  to  disen- 
tangle it  and  to  clear  the  passage.  A  few  balls 
discharged  by  Davoust,  which  he  regarded  as 
thrown  away,  fell  among  this  confused  crowd. 

Napoleon  needed  but  to  have  advanced  upon 
this  dktorderly  rabble.  It  was  after  the  greatest 
eflbrt,  tiiat  of  Malo-Yaroslawetz,  had  been  made, 
and^hen  he  bad  nothing  to  do  but  to  march,  that 
he  retreaited.  But  sndi  is  war !  in  which  it  is  imr 
pcHwMe  to  attempt  too  much  or  to  be  too  daring. 
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One  army  knows  not  what  die  otber  is  doing.  Hie 
advanced  posts  are  the  exterior  of  these  two 
great  hostile  bodies,  by  means  of  which  they  orer* 
awe  one  another.  What  an  abyss  there  is  bcr 
tween  two  armies  that  are  in  the  presence  of 
each  other ! 

Besides,  it  was  perhaps  because  the  Empe* 
ror  had  been  wanting  in  prudence  at  Moscow 
that  he  was  now  deficient  in  audacity :  he  was 
tired ;  the  two  affairs  with  the  Cossadcs  had  dis- 
gusted him :  he  felt  for  his  wounded ;  so  many 
horrors  disheart^ied  him,  and  like  men  of  extrane 
resolutions,  having  ceased  to  hope  for  a  complete 
victory,  he  determined  upon  a  precipitate  retreat. 

From  that  moment  he  had  nothing  in  his  view 
but  Paris,  just  as  on  leaving  Paris  he  saw  no* 
thing  but  Moscow.  It  was  on  the  26th  of  Octo« 
ber  that  the  fatal  movement  of  our  retreat  ccNn- 
menced.  Davoust  with  twenty-five  thousand 
men  remained  as  a  rear-g^ard.  While  he  ad* 
vanced  a  few  paces,  and  without  being  aware  of 
it,  spread  consternation  among  the  Russians,  the 
grand  army  in  astonishment  turned  its  back  on 
them.  It  marched  with  downcast  eyes,  as  if 
ashamed  and  humbled.  In  the  midst  of  it,  its 
commander,  gloomy  and  silent,  seemed  to  be 
anxiously  measuring  his  line  of  communication 
with  the  fortresses  on  the  Vistula. 

For  the  space  of  more  than  two  ^hundred  and 
fifty  leagues  it  offered  but  two  points  where  he 
could  halt  and  rest,  the  first,  Smolensk,  and  tile 
second,  Minsk.     He  had  made  these  two  towns 
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two  great  depdts,  where  immense  magazineo 
were  established.  But  Wittgenstein,  still  before 
Polotsk,  threatened  the  left  flank  of  the  former, 
and  Tchitchakof,  already  at  Bresk-litowsky,  the 
right  flank  of  the  lattei;  Wittgenstein's  force  was 
gaining  strength  by  recruits  and  fresh  corps  which 
he  was  daily  receiving,  and  by  the  gradual  dimi-* 
nution  of  that  of  Saint  Cyr. 

Napoleon,  however,  reckoned  upon  the  Duke 
of  Belluno  and  his  thirty«siz  thousand  fresh  troops* 
That  anys  darmie  had  been  at  Smolensk  ever 
since  the  beginning  of  September.  He  reckoned 
also  upon  detachments  bdng  sent  from  his  depdts, 
on  the.  sick  and  wounded  who  had  recovered^  and 
on  the  stragglers,  who  would  be  rallied  and  formed 
at  Wilna  into  marching  battalions.  All  these 
would  successively  come  into  line,  and  fill  up  the 
chasms  made  in  his  ranks  by  the  sword,  famine, 
and  disease.  He  should  therefore  have  time  to 
regain  that  position  of  the  Diina  and  Borysthenes, 
where  he  wished  it  to  be  beUeved  that  his  pre«- 
sence,  added  to  that  of  Victor,  Saint  Gyr,  and 
Macdonald,  would  overawe  Wittgenstein,  check 
Kutusof,  and  threaten  Alexander  even  in  his  se- 
cond capital. 

He  therefore  proclaimed  that  he  was  going  to 
take  post  on  the  Diina.  But  it  was  not  upon 
that  river  and  the  Borysthenes  that  his  thoughts 
rested :  he  was  sensible  that  it  was  not  with  a 
harassed  and  reduced  army  that  he  could  guard 
the  interval  between  those  two  rivers  and  their 
courses,  which  the  ice  would  speedily  efiace.    He 
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placed  no  reliance  on  a  sea  of  snow  six  feet  deep, 
with  which  winterwould  speedily  cover  those  parts, 
but  to  which  it  would  also  give  solidity :  the  whole 
would  then  be  one  wide  road  for  the  enemy  to 
reach  him,  to  penetrate  into  the  intervals  between 
his  wooden  cantonments,  scattered  over  a  frontier 
of  two  hundred  leagues,  and  to  bum  them. 

Had  he  at  first  stopped  there,  as  he  declared 
he  should  on  his  arrival  at  Witepsk ;  had  he  there 
taken  proper  measures  for  preserving  and  re* 
cruiting  his  army;  hadTormasof,  Tchitchakof  and 
Hoertel  been  driven  out  of  Yolhynia ;  had  he 
raised  a  hundred  thousand  Cossacks  in  those  rich 
provinces;  his  winter-quarters  would  then  have 
been  habitable.  But  now,  nothing  was  ready  for 
him  there ;  and  not  only  was  his  force  inadequate 
to  the  purpose,  but  Tchitchakof,  a  hundred  leagues 
in  his  rear,  would  still  threaten  his  communica- 
tions with  Germany  and  France  and  his  retreat. 
It  was  therefore  at  a  hundred  leagues  beyond  Smo- 
lensk, in  a  more  compact  position,  behind  the  mo- 
rasses of  the  Berezina,  it  was  to  Minsk,  that  it  was 
necessary  to  repair  in  search  of  winter-quarters, 
from  which  he  was  forty  marches  distant. 

But  should  he  arrive  there  in  time  ?  He  had 
reason  to  think  so.  Dombrowski  and  his  Poles, 
placed  around  Bobruisk,  would  be  sufficient  to 
keep  Hoertel  in  check.  As  for  Schwartzemberg, 
that  general  had  been  victorious ;  he  was  at  the 
head  of  forty- two  thousand  Austrians,  Saxons, 
and  Poles,  whom  Durutte,  and  his  French  di- 
vision, from  Warsaw,   would  augment  to  mone 
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than  fifty  thousand  men.    He  had .  pursued  Tor^ 
tnasof  as  far  as  the  Styr. 

It  was  true  that  the  Russian  army  of  Moldavia 
had  just  formed  a  junction  with  the  remnant  of 
the  army  of  Volhynia ;  that  Tchitchakof,  an  active 
and  resolute  general,  had  assumed  the  command  of 
fifty-five  thousand  Russians ;  that  the  Austrian  had 
paused  and  even  thought  it  prudent,  on  the  23d  of 
September,  to  retire  behind  the  Bug ;  but  he  was 
to  have  recrossed  that  river  at  Bresk-litowsky» 
and  Napoleon  knew  no  more. 

At  any  rate,  without  a  defection,  which  it  was 
too  late  to  foresee,  and  which  a  precipitate  return 
could  alone  prevent,  he  flattered  himself  that 
Schwartzemberg,  Regnier,  Durutte,  Dombrowski, 
and  twenty  thousand  men,  divided  between  Minsk, 
Slonim,  Grodno,  and  Wilna — ^in  short,  that  seventy 
thousand  men  would  not  allow  sixty  thousand 
Russians  to  gain  possession  of  his  magazines  and 
to  cut  off  his  retreat. 


CHAP.  VI. 


Napoleon,  reduced  to  such  hazardous  conjectures, 
arrived  quite  pensive  at  Vereia,  when  Mortier 
presented  himself  before  him.  But  I  perceive 
that,  hurried  alon^,  just  as  we  then  were,  by  the 
rapid  succession  of  violent  scenes  and  memorable 
events,  my  attention  has  been  diverted  from  a  fact 
worthy  of  notice.    On  the  23d  of  October,  al 
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lialf  past  one  in  the  morning,  the  air  was  shaken 
by  a  tremendous  explosion,  which  for  a  moment 
astonished  both  armies,  though  amid  such  mighty 
expectations  scarcely  any  thing  now  excited  as- 
tonishment 

Mwtier  had  obeyed  his  orders ;  the  Kremlin  was 
no  more :  barrels  c^  powder  had  been  placed  in  all 
the  halls  of  the  palace  of  the  Czars,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-three  thousand  pounds  under  the 
vaults  which  supported  them.  The  marshal,  with 
eight  thousand  men,  had  remained  on  this  volcano, 
which  a  Knssian  howitzer-sheU  might  have  ex- 
ploded. Here  he  covered  the  march  of  the  army 
upon  Kalouga  and  the  retreat  of  our  different 
convoys  towards  Mojaisk. 

Among  these  eight  thousand  men  there  were 
scarcely  two  thousand  on  whom  Mortier  could  rely: 
the  others  were  dismounted  cavalry,  men  of  dif- 
ferent countries  and  regiments,  under  new  officers, 
without  similar  habits,  without  common  recollec- 
tions, in  short,  without  any  bond  of  union,  who 
formed  rather  a  rabble  than  an  organized  body ; 
they  could  scarcely  fail  in  a  short  time  to  disperse. 

This  marshal  was  looked  upon  as  a  devoted 
victim.  The  other  chiefs,  his  old  companions  in 
glory,  had  left  him  with  tears  in  their  eyes,  and  liie 
Emperor,  saying, ''  that  he  relied  on  his  good  for- 
tune ;  but  still  in  war  we  must  sometimes  make 
part  of  a  fire."  Mortier  had  resigned  himself  with- 
out hesitation.  His  orders  were  to  defend  the 
Kremlin,  and  on  retreating  to  blow  it  up,  and  to  bum 
what  yet  remained  of  the  city.     It  was  from  the 
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castle  of  Krasno-Pachra,  on  the  2lBt  of  October, 
that  Napoleon  had  sent  him  his  last  orders.  After 
executing  them  Mortier  was  to  march  upon  Ve- 
reia  and  to  form  the  rear-guard  of  the  army. 

In  this  letter  Napoleon  particularly  recom- 
mended to  him  ''  to  put  the  men  still  remaining  in 
the  hospitals  into  the  carriages  belonging  to  the 
young  guard,  those  of  the  dismounted  cavalry, 
and  any  others  that  he  might  find.  The  Romans," 
added  he,  **  awarded  civic  crowns  to  those  who 
saved  citizens :  so  many  soldiers  as  he  should  save, 
so  many  would  the  Duke  of  Treviso  deserve.  He 
must  put  them  on  his  horses  and  those  of  any  of 
his  troops.  It  was  thus  that  he,.  Napoleon,,  acted  at 
St.  Jean  d'Acre.  He  ought  so  much  the  more  to 
take  this  measure,  since,  as  soon  as  the  convoy 
should  have  rejoined  the  army,  there  would  be 
plenty  of  horses  and  carriages,  which  the  con- 
sumption would  have  rendered  useless  for  its 
supply.  The  Emperor  hoped  that  he  should  have 
to  testify  his  satisfaction  to  the  Duke  of  Treviso 
for  having  saved  him  five  hundred  men.  He  must 
begin  with  the  ofiicers  and  then  with  the  sub- 
alterns^ and  give  the  preference  to  Frenchmen. 
He  would  therefore  assemble  all  the  generals  and 
officers  under  his  command,  to  make  them  sensible 
of  the  importance  of  this  measure,  and  how  well 
they  would  deserve  of  the  Emperor  if  they  saved 
him  five  hundred  men.'' 

Meanwhile,  as  the  grand  army  was  leaving 
Moscow,  the  Cossacks  were  penetrating  into  the 
suburbs,  and  Mortier  had  retired  towards  the 
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Kremlin,  as  a  remnant  of  life  retires  towards  ^the 
heart,  when  death  £as  begun  to  seize  the  exixcz 
mities.  These  Cossacks  were  the  scouts  to  teu 
thousand  Russians  under  the  command  of  Wii^. 
zingerode. 

This  foreigner,  inflamed  with  hatred  of  Napo^^ 
leon,  and  animated  by  the  desire  of  retaking  Mos« 
cow  and  naturalizing  himself  in  Russia  by  thu^ 
signal  exploit,  pushed  on  to  a  considerable  dis-^ 
tance  from  his  men;  he  traversed,  running,  the 
Georgian  colony,  hastened  towards  the  Chinese 
town  and  the  Kremlin,  met  with  advanced  post^ 
mistook  them,  fell  into  an  ambuscade,  and  findJUv^ 
himself  a  prisoner  in  a  city  which  he  had  come  ^ 
take,  he  suddenly  changed  his  part,  wavin|^  ..Ki^ 
handkerchief  in  the  air,  and  declaring  that  he  b^ 
brought  a  flag  of  truce.  ,,^^ 

He  was  conducted  to  the  Duke  of  Trey^,. 
There  he  claimed,  in  a  high  tone,  the  {MrpteptiQii  gi 
the  law  of  nations,  which,  he  said^  was,  vio^^^ 
in  his  person.  Mortier  replied,  that  **  a  ge^r^ 
in-chie^,  coming  in  this  manner,  might  be  talua^ 
for  a  rash  soldier,  but  never  for  aflag,p/[;ti:i^^ 
and  that  he  must  immediately  deliver  bisswoi^ 
The  Russian  general,  having  no  longer  any  bo^ 
of  imposing  upon  him,  complied  and  admitted, 
imprudence. 


it? 


At  length,  after  four  days*  resistance,  the  Vt^e^ 
bid  an  eternal  adieu  to  that  fatal  city.  They  c^rne^ 
with  them  four  hundred  wounded,  and,  oj^  iRtiVi 
deposited,  in  a  safe  and  secret  place,  a^fii^-^ 
skilfulfy  prepared,  which  a  slow  fire  was  ftln 
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coosuming ;  its  progress  was  minutely  calculated ; 
80  tfiat  it  was  known  at  what  hour  the  fire  would 
reach  the  immense  heap  of  powder  buried  among 
the  fiHindations  of  these  condemned  palaces. 
'  Mortier  hiastened  his  flight;  but  while  he  was 
rapidly  retiring^  some  greedy  Cossacks-and  squalid 
Uusccmi^,  allured  probably  by  the  prospect  of 
piBage,  approached;  they  listened,  and  embolden- 
ed by  the  apparent  quiet  which  pervaded  the  for- 
tress, they  ventured  to  penetrate  into  it ;  they 
ascended,  and  their  hands,  eager  after  plunder, 
were  already  stretched  forth,  when  in  a  moment 
Ihey  were  all  destroyed,  crushed,  hurled  into  the 
air,  with  the  buildings  which  they  hitd  come  to 
pillage,  and  thirty  thousand  stand  of  arms  that 
had  been  left  behind  there ;  and  then  their 
mangled  limbs,  mixed  with  fragments  of  walls 
and  shattered  weapons,  blown  to  a  great  distance, 
descended  in  a  horrible  shower.* 

The  earth  shook  under  the  feet  of  Mortier.  At 
FenAnskoe,  ten  leagues  off,  the  Emperor  heard 
the  explosion^  and  he  himself,  in  that  tone  of 
anger  in  wbich  he  sometimes  addressed  Europe, 
published  the  following  day  a  proclamation,  dated 
Borbwsk,  to  this  effect,  that  ''  the  Kremlin,  the 
arsenal,  the  magazines,  were  all  destroyed ;  that 
the  ancient '  citadel,  which  dated  from  the  origin 
of  the  monarchy,  and  the  first  palace  of  the  Czars, 
no  longer  existed;  that  Moscow  was  now  but  a 
heap  of  ruins,  a  filthy  and  unwholesome  sink, 
without  importance,  either  political  or  military. 
He  had  abandoned  it  to  Russian  beggars  and 
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plunderers,  to  march  against  Kutttsof,  t6  'tfiAnr 
himself  on  the  left  wing  of  that  general,  io  dfi^ 
him  back,  and  then  to  proceed  quietly  to  thb 
banks  of  the  Duna,  where  he  should  take  up  his 
winter-quarters/'  Then,  apprehensive  lest  he 
should  appear  to  be  retreating,  he  added,  that 
''  there  he  should  be  within  *  eighty  leagues  of 
Wilna  and  Petersbnrg,  t  double  advanttl^e;  that 
is  to  say,  twenty  marches  nearer  to  his  means 
and  his  object/'  By  this  remark  he  hoped  to 
gi?e  to  hid  retreat  the  air  of  an  oflfensive  ma(rob. 

It  was  on  this  occasion  that  he  declared,  that 
''be  had  refused  to  give  orders  for  the  destraotioli 
of  the  whole  country  which  he  was  quitting ;  he 
felt  a  repugnance  to  aggravate  the  miseries Motf*  its 
inhabitants.  To  punish  the  Rassian  inoendiary 
and  a  kindred  wretches  who  make  war  like^Tnk* 
tars,  he  would  not  ruin  nine  thoosand  pr ofidetMi^ 
and  leave  two  hundred  tfa»>usand'S€irfir,'^{fanoiient 
of  all  these  barbarities^  absolutely  destititte  HifiM^ 
sources.*'  '  •  -  T'-M*t 

He  had  not  then  beeh  soured  by  mMbrtud^ 
but  in  three  days  every  thing  had  ehangedi  \AibA 
coming  in  collisiou '  with  iSutusof,  ^he  riaUdMi 
through  this  same  town  of  *  Bo^owdk.^  «Ad  *ii 
sooner  had  he  passed  through  it  tkim-i^'Ctilftiwits 
exist:  It  was  thusf  Chat  in  future  all^wStfrdaMinei 
to  be  burned  behind  him.  While 'Cdbqowhigv  tfc 
had  preserved;  when  itetiring,  he*^ resolmd^ #) 
destroy :  either  from  necessity,  to  rain  ihb  eneiBjr 
and  to  retard  hts  march,  every  tlihig^'being  n«)MF- 
rativo  in  war ;  or  by  way  Of  rfeprisalv  the  di<eadM 


eoqaeqnenDetyf  wars  of  iavaaion^  which  in  the  first 
place  authorisie  all  tbe  moans  d£  4efeace,  whil^ 
these  af^rwards  operate  as  motives  to  those  of 

For  the  rest,,  the  aggreqsioii  in  thia. terrible 
flpecies  of  warfare  wqb  not  on  the  .ttde  of  Napo- 
k(Hi«  Od  the  19tb  )of .  October,  Berthieur  had 
writtea  to  Kutusof,  propoaiag  ^*  to  regulate  hos^ 
tiUties  in  such  a  manner  that  .they  might  not 
inflict  on  the  Muscovite  empire  more ;  evils  than 
were  insepafable  from  the  state  of  war ;  the  de*- 
YaBtation  of  Russia  being  as  detrimental  to  that 
empire  as  it  was^  painful  to.  Napoleon/'  But  Ku^ 
Msof  had  replied,  that  *'  it  was  not  ia  his  power 
to  repress  Rusaiaa  patriotism/' wJbich  amounted 
lo  an  approval  of  the  Tartar  war  ^made  upon  us 
by  hii  militia*  and  this  authorized  us  in  some 
naeasure  to  repay  them  in  their  own  coin. 

The  like  flames  consumed  Veveia^  where.  M or- 
tier  rejoined  the  Emperor, .  bringing,  to  him  .Win^ 
zingerode.  At  the  sight  of  that  German  general, 
idl  the  s^ret  refsentraento  of  Napoleon  topk  fire; 
btfl  4ejeotieOf  gave  place  tp  angfjr»  and'  M  dis^- 
lehai^^  all  the. spleen  that  oppressed  him  npon 
hi»  -  Goewsf^  *'  Who  are  you  ?"  he  exclaimed^ 
^resMBg  hie.  arma  with  violence^  .a^  if  .to  gra^pand 
to  natrain  himself^  ''  a  man  without  country  j 
lAou  Junre  alwaiy^  ''been  my  personal  enemy. 
When  I  was^  w^c  with  the  Au9trians«  I  found 
^tt  in  their .  noAks.  Austria  is  become  my  ally,  and 
yoohave  eateved  iaU>  the  Russian  service.  You 
Jbate  been  one  x>(  tl\e  warmest  instigators  of  the 
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present  war.  Nevertheless,  ^yoa  ate  a  Aliti*re*of 
the  states  of  the  Confederation  of  the  Rhine;  you 
are  my  subject.  You  are  not  an  ordinary  enemy» 
you  are  a  rebel ;  I  have  a  right  to  1>ring  yea  to 
trial!  Gendarmes  dHUe,  seize  this  manF  The 
gendarmes  remBiTLed  motionless,  Kke  roenacciHh 
tomed  to  see  these  violent*  scenes  •terminal 
without  effect,  and  sure  of  obeying  best  by  ^fe^ 
obeying. 

The  Emperor  resumed :  "Do  you  see,  sir,  this 
devastated  country,  these  villages  in  flames  ?  To 
'whom  are  these  disasters  to  be  charged  ?  to  fifty 
adventurers  like  yourself,  paid  by  Ebgland,  who 
has  thrown  them  upon  the  continent;  but  the 
weight  of  this  war  will  ultimately  fall  on  those 
who  have  excited  it.  In  six  months  t  shdl  be  at 
Petersburg,  and  I  will  call  them  .to  accoust  fin* 
all  this  swaggering.*' 

Then  addressing  the  aide-de-camp  of  WhxttH^ 
rode,  who  was  a  prisoner  like  himself,  ^Afif*ibr 
you.  Count  Nans  Akin,"  said  he,  "I  havenodnng 
to  upbraid  you  with;  you  are  a  RussiaD,  you  are 
doing  your  duty :  but  bow  could  a  man  of  one  of 
the  first  families  in  RussAafc  become  the  aide-de- 
camp of  a  foreign  hireling  ?  Be  the  aide-de-camp 
of  a  Russian  general ;  that  employmedt  wffi  be 
far  more  honourable.**  .    •  •*   - 

Till  then  General  Winzingerod64iipdiiM  Itttf^tti 
opportunity  to  answer  this  vioic^tlM^age^^aid^t 
by  his  attitude :  it  was  calm  as  fak  i^eplyi  *^^[Ebe 
Emperor  Alexander,'*  he  said,  ^' was* feas' bene- 
factor and  that  of  his  family ;  all  that  h«  'possetis- 
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^  .liaowed  to  hUa;  gratitude,  had  made  him  bis 
subject;,  b?  wasiat  the  post  which  his  benefactor 
h^  allotled  to  him,  and  consequently  he  was  only 
doing  his  duty."   .     . 

^J^apoleoQ  added  some- threats,  but  in  a  less 
ia(4«Qt  aH^paiiiy  and  he. confined  himself  to  words, 
«i)kh«ff/bfM»«fie.hi»  had  vented  aU  his  wrath  in  the 
first  dxpJkKion,  or  because  be  merely  designed  to 
frighten  the  Germans  who  might  be  tempted 
to  abandon  him.  Sucb  at  least  was  the  interprer 
lation  which  those  about  him  put  upon  his  vehe^ 
IQiQiic^,  It  was  disapproved ;  no  account  was 
jtaken  {>f  it,  and  each  was  eager  to  accost  the  cap^ 
live  g^end,  to.encoun^  and  to  console  hini. 
These.  atKotions  were  continued  till  the  army 
jtea^ed  Linhuania,  where  the '  Cossacks .  retook 
Win^ing^rode  and  his  aide^deroainp«  The  Empe- 
ror had  affected  to  treat  this  young  Russian  no* 
}ile«Mn  wiith  kindness^  at  the  same..tim.e  that  he 
stormed  so  loudly  against  his  general — a  proof 
jtfrs^t^there  wsp  calculation  even  in  his  wrath.  . 


CHAP.  VIL 


I  Qh  the  28th  of  October  we  again  beheld  Mo- 
jaisk.  That  town  was  still  full  of  wounded;  some 
iwere  icafsied.  away,  and  the  rest  collected  toge- 
tiwnp  and;  left^  as  at  Mospow^  tp  the  generosity 
of  I  the  RassianSi  .  Napoleon  had.  proceeded  but  a 
Sfm  wexstsfjcom  diat  place,  when  the  winter  be- 
^gua.-.  Thii8»  after  an 'obstinate  combat,  and  ten 


days'  marching  and  ttonntenatiwhiDg^  tlie*'an&y 
which  had  brought  from  lifoscoir  only  fiftten  n^ 
tions  of  iour  per  many  had  ad;v8Dded'»bitt4brae 
days'  march  in  its  retreat.  It  wasit  irantofipio** 
TisioM,  and  orertakoD  by 'mntor. 
.  Some  men  had  already  swib/inHbMP  these  haed^ 
ahipB.  In  the  first -dajiv  of  .the  retteat,  ton  tiit 
26th  of  OMober^  eariisj^m  laden  with  peovisioitt^ 
which  the  i  horses  could  no  longer  dbraw,  were 
burned.  Thcdf der  for  setting  fiw  to  ail  faelriMl 
the  army  then  followed ;;  int  obedience  to  it,  {mmt*- 
der-wnggona,  <tfae  horses  of  *  which  were  akeady 
worn  oat,  were  blown  mp  tegethet  with  IheiHiiises. 
.But  at  lengthy  as  the  «niemy  did  not  agakt  show 
bimself,  we  seemed  to  be  hot  anee  more  setting 
:out  on  a  toilsome  journey;  and  Napoleon^  oa 
-again  seeing  the  well^'known  road^  was  reqarering 
his  confidence,  when,:  towards  evraing/  a  Raflsnin 
chatoenv,  who  had  been  made  ]^ri8onw,  woA  sMt 
<o  him  by  Davoost 

At  first  he  carelessly  ^foestumed  him:;  but  as 
chance  would  have  it,  this  Russian  had  some 
knowledge  of  roads,  names,  and  distances.  He 
answered,  that  *^  the-  whole  Russian  army  was 
marching  by  Medyn  upon  Wiaznuu"  The  Empe- 
ror then  became  attentive.  Did  Kkitosof  m/bm 
to  forestall  him  there,  as  at '  Mak>-¥irodaweis; 
to  cat  off  his  retaeat  upon  Smolendc,  ;as  heted 
done  that  upon  Kalonga,  and  to  cobpi  ham.  :u|i  in 
this  des^  without  provisions,  without  sbdter,. 
and  in  the  midst  of  a  general  insarreotion'f'.  ifis 
jfirst  impulse,  however^  ittolined'hilft  to  n^eet -this 


(  m  ) 

W0liaai\foTp  wlMidiftr*owiflig:t0  pfide  or  eJtperi- 
ffUDB^  h^  m9»  ctcomlMftedtiiot  to  .give  his  adver^^ 
BatieB  crddit  for  tkat  ability  i^lucili  he  should  have 
displayed  m  thek  pkce. 

.  In  this  instanoe^'^luMrevcr^.  toibtd  anqther  mo** 
tive.  Bm  seeunty  wM.lmt.^e^d:  for  it  was 
mdMitctInt  the  Ruisifin  mrmy  w^  taking  the 
Medyiii  MiBud»  the*  very  one  wjuch  IHyoust  bad  re* 
commeDded  for  the  FreEcb'.anny :  loid  Davoust» 
ekher  ffom  s^-loye  or  ^)adTeirtence»  had  not  cooi- 
fided  thi»  atannieg  intelligenoe  .to  his  dispatdi 
idoxie«  Nap(4eon  feared  its  effects  on  his  tioopik 
«iid  tfaetefare  iiflfected  to  diabelieTe  and  to  desfi^ae 
jHt;  b«t  Atrtbe  same  time  he  gave  orders  that  his 
:g«flnl  shpiddiBareh  nezt^y  iaall  haste»  foid  ao 
Jong  as  it.sboidd  be  light,  as  &£  as  Gjatz..  Here 
he  pK^oted  to  affiurd  rest  and  provisiims  to  this 
>^vcer  of  his  army,  ta  afsoertain*  so  much  nearer, 
•tte  diiefitian  ctf.  Kutaflofs  mavdi,  and  tx>  biej  ber 
ibrehand  with  him  at  that  point* 
.  B«k  he  had  not-ofynsiiltod  the  wea1^»  which 
^aeaied.to  ranenge  the  «jiight»  MfiflUb^  Wiwcp 
,4iear  al  hMidf  that  a  Ua«t  of  a  few  iaipvft^  was 
laaffioient  to  bting  it  on»  sharp,  biting, ,  intense* 
.We  weve 'immediately  seasible  that  it  wf^.indi- 
toitUs  oonntry,  and  that  we.  were  fofeiff^- 
Svery  thing  was  altered :  rqadB,  fap^^  coa* 
rage:  the  wmy  became  snlleni  the  mardh  toi)- 
aomfs^  alid  the  constematipn  began. 

Some. leagues  from  IMkyaisk,  we  had.  to  cross 
fttie  Kolaga«  It  was  bat  a  large  rivulet;  two  trees, 
;ftke«Ma  aamber  of  props»  and  a  few  fhvkB  were 


(  IW  ) 

MitMMt «»  «ti8ukr>Mfifii-^a6d«i^:'JlMl(  ifMlM'WU 
the  Mnffuiiou  And  UiMteiAw,  llHilf:  fy -fifD^NJiN^ 

wbi6h  it  -WW  att0ttpiM'«i  ^f|i#^ibir¥<Mfe£R^ 

th^e  c€^9  toge^#.-'  In  #«allty  th^  ei«vsttfoii  ttf 
each  of  their  chiefs  rendered  thcHn  tod^itttfe^tti^ 
de^  of  on^  ahdtber .  '  The  ■  Emperor  -  hiiaeetf  iSaA 
iMftdome'Myc^e^edkigly  gvm,  thmius  'wtH  ttt  iiii 
lOjiMaMiTaUe '  distance  fr^ta  •  ^e '  delafiB  '<if  lik 
tattaj;  and  •Bertbi^r^hM^ng  (ui  ilnienBeiiiaffe 
^rthde  betweeh  '^him  aiid  dffi«eM,  who^  vMV6  «■ 
4dng»;  priiiices,  o4r  marshali, 'waB'obUged--io  «Kt 
N»Mt  ft  greet  deM  6f  ckilioii^.  ^  was'bfeaiASft 
^eompetent  loathe feituattett;  i^;  •!  -  ;•  ^'^^  •  " 
'^>i4'h«  Eniperoh-Atopped-  by  tll^  t#iikig  ^(bMMite 
(tf^^Miken  bHd^^,  '^^nfitrtki'MifagqiftoW^gUiWlii 
^«lli«iSBiv^ordt8eatl^fijctfbiiaiid;eoBt«ifi](Wi>tbll^ 
««H!hi«t^.yep}i6d  ^If  by  WAStUt  «f  yMigfiailM. 
'-On'thisr^ptirtibttlair  fwiilt  he  tittd  ttwittiiMi  M<iM>- 
ders  from  the  Emperor:  *h«'^ief^fore>4io4M«i^rtSd 
>)riili«hewas  not  tohlasfte;  ftttr  Bevfiiier-ttraMi'b^fid 
"^^hio.  a  ihih-or,  and  nothing  mcire.  AlWaiyfe  Mttdy. 
^fiipru^  and  nefat,  he  reflected,-  he  TBp^tM^^i^ 
fiinperory  b(A  addfed  Jiaetlrifig,  ftnd  whtit  ffHtMsOlMi 
-ftirgdt  was  ibrgotten  withotft  i«tfieVfe.  '-  :•'  ■' 
Mtet  passing  the  Kolog^,  w«iMUAili(^4oif^  «b- 
'^stnntetf'in  thought,  wfaensi6tfie  df  mirtMti^oat 
<  ^es,  'Uttered  an  ex^iamal^oti'  %f '  heifoh .  -  EMh 
mstai^Fy  lodked  ar<}ttnd  faim/  ahd:««Mld'iipliih 


(  w  ) 

4wrA^^tbiii  a  iew  fe8fe£n9Qi<lli0i9iirfiuie»  And  &r* 
tber.off'iaragssr'iiiUsr'th^  Mg^t  of  whicU  ap-^ 
p€|«redrtQ  be4he«qiMt  ani^apeni  It  bad  all  the 
ilppeaiaMa  of  an  ^totftngviflb^  aad  destmy^d  voir 
mwia«    Xhe  giwnid  waa  <aoveje|d  ail .  awund.  with 

ft<<wiPntaj(rfheI>ftata|»iAQWBa*^^ 

gimratookat  tattwa  ^f  japiibf ms^  and  staodafdi 

4]^  VFUh>  U€N)d»: 

I  ,Oa;tbw.d68i4ate(^ot.lay  tbirtyithoQsaM  fa^ 
d^vasitadvCQiBea.  A  number  i  of  sk^letiHis,  left  oa 
jtbe  ^ummkof  oae  of  the  hilk,  overlo^ed  the 
wJwte*  .  It  seemed  as  if  dea$h  had- here  fixed  his 
jfrnpife)  it.was  tbat  tarriUe  redoubjkji  the  oooqueat 
«ml..the.gtau(re  of . Caalaiaeoart^  Pftaeptjy  the 
4Xfy,  ''ilt  is.thadfeld  of  the ^ptstt^ battler'  jEovtned 
a  loag  and  dolefal  miarmoi?*  The  tEaiperor  passed 
qiuekly[. .  Nobody;  stopped. .  ;Co)d|  .haqfw^,  And 
^b/^jmBmy-mgidd  ¥B:im.:  w^  vaniy  tm^ed  our 
iaoa^ae  we  ppeceeded.to  tdos-a^Jaa^  aielaaAllfrfy 
look  at  tiie  irasfigmw  of  aoiaiam7»cm»pwifMkdia 
4i»i^  aifttoiely  eaerifieedt^  aiid  [iriieia^we^iivven 
•oblig^  to  leave  behind.  .)  /  .  .»  >r  ; 

It  WAS  here  that*  we  had  insciiibed  with. (die 
eiverd  and  btoodone/)ftheiinPst  memorable  pagpee 
of' our  history.  A  few  selics  yet  recorded  iii  and 
they  would  aoon  be  ^ivefjt/away^  Skmie  4ary,  the 
traveller  will  pass  with  indifierence  over  this 
.pteini  undlstin^iiabed  freiMany  other ;  buttvfhen 
'he  shatt  Jearo  diatit  waa  the  th^treiot.thp  «ie«^ 
.b^le»  hei  will  torn  bfM^k»  long  survey  it  with.inr 
qussitiva  loobii  imprais  its  mimitest  featai^es  qH 


(    IM    ) 

Ida  giMdif  mBUfEfrj^  and «  dmbtlns  wadaimj 
<^  Wbst mea  1  wfaftti a-comawnAnr li «^k  a.* dni» 
tinjrl  It  was  tiiey  who  tharteBP '  yeaps jbeiwa  ia 
the  south  attempted  a  pasaageto  thedSast^  thmij^ 
Bgypt,  asid/wera'daabed  agamst  its  gates.  ^  They 
aftwwaida  conquerad  BuMpe^'and  hiAer  tfaay 
aame  by  the  oottfa  to  iprescaittheniseiTas  again 
beifatB  that  same; Asia,  ^to*  be  tgaiti  fiiiled* 
What  thai  urged  them  into  this  nmag  and  adTen*^ 
tttious  life  ?  Thflywwe  not  baabaxiaiis,  aeddng  a 
more  genial  ctiinate» .  mora  ccNnmodioas.hafaka* 
tions,  mote  eachaniihgspeetoefesygreater^wealth: 
eiii  the  contrary^  they  posseaaed  all  Ibdse  advaa* 
tagei^  and  all  possible  pieaaorea^  and  they  teaodk 
them,  to  life  witfaKratafa€liOT,and  withiaitteKl^.ta 
fidl.  daily  «id  in  aaccanion»  either  slain  eir  rniiti^- 
lated.  WhatBecasitydraTethemtothis.?'^Wh}ii 
wdiatbat  oonfideace  in.  aleader  hilfaerto  infidiibtef 
tl»  ambilqpn  ito  eunpletB  a  goaat  wavk.  gleriaHlf 
^egunl  the  intDodeatiiiB  of  Yictnry,.  andr  above  ad 
that  jnaariabto  thirst:  of  ioBBei,  that  pawetfidvia^ 
atinet^wliiah  impek:ni2tn  td  aeek  death  in  carder 
to  obtain  immortality  T"   . 


■  tg^gtj^ggm^gm 


CHAP.  vin. 
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the  army: /ma  passing  this  fttel^eldfia 
^gittT&'aiid  nlentmeditlttion^  one  df  the^viotiraa  of 
that  aabguinstry  day  was  fieirceiTed»  ditis  said,  yet 
Uviag^aad'  pierdog'the  air  witli  hia^raans.    it 


(   w»   ) 

was  a  French  soldier*  -Botb^Us  Ibgs  haA  hten 
broken  in  the  engagomient;  *  he^iiad  fallen  amoag 
the* dead;  mrtieie  be  iwaakied^ tnrninrtaf d>  The 
body  of  a^hom,  igirtted  ^bya  sbaB,  was  aft  'fiij0l 
biaasyhMd^  dlbnrwBcds^ifbrlfifty  day«»  theondAy 
antar  of  aifaviae^into  <whioh  ha  ;had  roH^  'iod 
the  patrified  flediiof  Idie  dead  hadift^rvad  (for  diaaei 
faig  iarhia  woonda  and 'food  forthai  aajiport  of 
his  langatfikbig^  JBIe.  Itota  uriid  eay  that  tiiey 
diBcoverad  Hub  man-  affirm  that  tb^y  Mured  hiin« 

^Farther  on,  we  a^^aia  beheld  the  f^eat  abbey  or 
liQa|tital  of  £olotdkoi>  a  ajgbt  Mill  •more  faideoaa 
Aaa  tliat  of  tha  field  of  battle.  At  Boradiao  all 
waA  d*ath»  bat  not  ^adthaat  its  <}oiat;  there  at 
leaat  the  battle  was  over;  at  Kobtskoi  it  wa* 
stiS  laglng;  Bealh  here  seeiaed-  ta  >  be  pursuing 
hill  victims,  who  bad  escaped  frtim  ^e  engage^ 
Bleats  with  die  atmost  maiigBity ;  b»  penetrated 
brtO'theni'  by  all  *their  eenMs-  at*  once.  They 
were>da0tiMta-of  every  tbing  IbrrapalBiag  him» 
eadepting  borders  whiidi  it  was  hnpoAsibla  to  eac- 
ecute  in  these  deserts,  and  wh&cht  morsoTar^  iesu* 
mg  from  too  high  and  too  distant  a  quarter,  passed 
through  too  many  haadaitOibe  executed. 

Still,  in  spite  of  fisunine,  cold,  and  the  most 
complete  destitution,  *  the  devotedness  of  a  few 
surgeons  and  a  remnant  of  hope,  still  support- 
ad'  agteat  Bumber  of  waanded  in  thia  padUfC'' 
itms '  abode;  But  when  tbey  saw  tha  army  paas 
i>y,  and  perceived  that  thay  wbre  to  be  left  be* 
ftind,  the  least  iifirm  crawled -to.  the  ^bfeshoU'Cf 


(  I4«  ) 

llietf  «ttp|>li<^iii9ihaids. 
'  The  Botpenlr  had  just  given  eidefs  fjiat  each 
carriage/of  whatevev  kiodittnighft be, sboald  tate 
up  Jone  of  thepe  imlbrtuiiate  creiUttvea,  that  the 
wedcMt  should  bq  le(U  M  at  Moaeow,  imder  the 
pMte^tiott  of  svleh  of  ibe  RuMifia»  officera  "vrfao  had 
been  ^rtfatided  and  triaen  pfuonefa  aa.  had  been 
reeorered  by  ew  attentiosia.  He  halted  :td  mA 
tUi'Ofder  eattied  into  executioQ,  aad  it  waa  aJb A 
fire  fciiidled  with  hkl*  foraakto  wa^^gcuba  that.ltt 
aod  nidat  ^^  Us uttebdaats  recraited  thftmiiaiimt 
Sver  sifice  m<nming  tt  maltittide  of  exptauautt 
proclaiaied  the  Muneraaa  aaisiiicea  of  thia  hind 
vhicih  it  already  had  beea  foa11d11eee8fwr3f.lv 
make. 

Daintig.  tlm  faatt^  an  atnwkHia  aotioft  waai  <mtf 
DOiseil^  Several  of  the  woiuideA  liad  juafc.  beea 
pkoedia  aattierfl^  oaita  These  wf0etchea»  whofa 
vehielea<  vmre  oMrloaded  with:  the  plunder  1^ 
Moseow^  murmdftDd  at  the  aew  bmdeii'ii&pisad 
upoor  th^to ;  bat  hmtg  ceaq>eUed  40  adiBkial^ 
they  held  their  peaee^    No  aeotier,  hoamnea^thad 

the  anny  recomiDeMed  it*  maaoh^  ttes  ithejr 
aladceMd  tbeit  pMe,  ^dropped  ibehiad  rth^or  co- 
iwDOMi  aad  takm|r  4id?aiiti^  of  ie  lettalyyailuatkn, 
ihey  threw  all'du^Qnfosttuiate  meq  copimktedi4a 
4iieir  oareunto  the  dTtdsaa.-  Que  Wy  lived^long 
enough  to  be  pMted  ap^by  the  ntack.cttmagea 
that  pasMd :  hft  wag:  a>geDeral/aaid:throBgbla« 
this  atroeioas'preei^uM  baeaaie  koomi*  1 .  :A;ahad- 
der  of  hoiwr .'Spread  4hroiigMit  the-delomm^iit 
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raadml'tkef  JBno^ittBDr;  fovhtlie  auiitflribgsof:  tlH 
mrmy  were  not  yet  so  semve  and.so  mayeiisal  as 
iDsiifle  pity»  aiftditQeoQcentt^^  aU  bJ#:f4reotii>ii8 
inikkiti  the  tmottictf  ieiiQh;iii<ttvidttalk 
•  In  tkB  eMoiagi  of  tbia  :kMf  i j  dity^  the-  im|»i^GM») 
•oluam  ^ppffoaali^  .G^itz,  f^r^mi^  t^cMJOmr 
fiHdia  qnke  recenlly  Idlled.  on- tb«i  vr^y^.  HjW  A 
mnitrked*  that  ^eadk;p£  thaia.liad  jsii>.  kes^  tktA*- 
temd  in  the  same  iBaiidcar»  anAijkhfU;  Im  l>Wedy 
bmaa  were  aoattmed  aearhiuu  It  .w»a  kBo««n 
Ihat.two  thmuiaiid  Ruaaian  ptiaoAi^ni  wera  naip^ 
iBg.  OB  before, .  and  that  their  guard  oanaiat^d  ^f 
f^fniuis,  PortiigMe3e>  and  Fqliaa*  Each^.aQ- 
tMirdiBg';to  Ua  diapaskaoQ^  una  ^dignaol;  apf 
ptoredi  or '.  remained  kidi&ieipt.  Arqimd  iifi 
Emperor  these,  various  feelings. were  mute.  iGmr 
lamoaovt  broke  out  into  the  exttlativailiOQ^  tbatr'  it 
maflv  an  atrociQitta .  oruaity^  Hem  . wsks  a  -■  fMWtty 
apecimea  of  the  eiviiizatijait  vnhietv  ^we  wiere.inttqr 
diioing  into  Russia  1  Wbat  would  bo^tlMiaflbflt 
of  this  barbarity  on  the  enemy?  Were»/W^rn<|t 
teaariagiour  woistided  and  a  mnltttude.  «(f  pBisfim^ji 
afcbia  mncy?  Did  be  want  the  meaia  ^f^v^iift- 
iog  the;  most  horrible  retaiiation  ?"  •  .  : ;  <j . ;  i 
.  Jf  apoleon  kept  a  gloomy  aitence*  bat  pn  jth^  gpr 
jRHdgjd^r  thiaae  mnrdeni  hadx^uod^  Tit^aerAiah 
ibrtuMte  people  w«n  then  .merely  left  to.  die,inf 
kungu  in  tba  enoloanma  where*  at.  m^,  Jbey 
^vase .  eonined  libe  bn^  beaato.  Thja  inraa./no 
ida«bit «  fafeirbnity  too ; .  Imt  what  QPiild>  ¥t^  dOt? 
fixdkafeigeabeml  tluKaaiamy  rejected  ikbepropoaid. 
JUleawt them ?  they: woukl. have  goM  and  pi»h^ 


(  1«  ) 

UsImI  the  geaeMl  dfatnMs^  /iuarik  Mwi'joiMfl  hf 
odiers,  they  would  biive  TetMioed  to  pucMf-  uii 
In  tltts  mortal  ^irarfore,  -to  give  dteoi  tlieir  Uvet 
mrald  hure  beed  >  Mcrifibiog  oar  <itm»  We^weie 
eruel  from  neeemity.  The  .mMrtiwf  asoiBe  fimm 
our  having  iav^ired  ^urMlfiesin  so  dien^UU  ta 
altenmtife; 

At  length  the  troop9  arrived  wiA  Aenighi^it 
Gjatz;  but  this  first  day  of  winter  had  beei 
cni^y ofeoi»piAd»  TbeeigbtofthetiiMaf faattle, 
and  ctf  the  two  forsttken  hospitalt^  tiie  «idlitittJf 
of  waggMs  cons^ned  to  the  flaa^Sy  4he  BwNiiaiif 
wkh  their  brains  blowo  out,  the  exeessive  lei^ 
ef  the  marcfa^  the  first  severities  of  winter,  ^aJl 
eencunred  to  render  it  horrible:  ttie  retrettlwh 
came  a  flight ;  and  Napoleon  oompeUed  to  yjdd 
and  run  away,  was  a  spectacle  perfectly  novel. 

Several  of  our  aUiea^»)oyed  it  with  thatinwaid 
satisfaction  which  is  felt  by  inferiors^  wfaaoi  they 
see  their  chiefs  at  length  thwarted,  and  obliged 
in  their  turn  to  give  way.  They  indulged  that 
miserable  envy  that  is  ejceited  by  eKtraor^Htiary 
iluccess,  which  rarely  occurs  without  being 
abased,  and  which  shocks  that  ec^atit^whkhf^ 
the  first  want  of  man.  But  «his  malielota:  jey 
wtis  soon  exthiguished  and  )Mt  in  the  «uatwiii8kd 
distress.  "      . m-  v.  * 

The  wounded  pride  of  Napoleon  jueiiilMiifai 
supposition  of  such  reflections.  '  tbw  vn»t  pet^ 
ceived  in  one  of  the  halts^of  ^hat^diiyfitherii  ^oa 
the  roQgh  side  of  a  frdisen 'fleldi^  stfeweA'witb 
vi^recks  both  Russian  and  Freta^ili/  he^atMiapted, 
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hf  tke  timgj  ifhia  vnirdu,  to  reKeve  hitnieir 
kom  th^  weig(ht40ff  itbe  insupportable  respanstbility 
ei  so  mailer  disasters.  He  had  in  foot  di»aded 
tkis  war,  and  lie  devoted-  to  author  to  the  execra^ 
tkm  of  the  whole^orM.  It  was*  "i"^**  whom  he 
aecmed  of  this;  '<  it  was  that Ruasiaii  minister, 
sold  to  the  English,  who  had  fomented  it,  and  the 
tfaitor  had  drawn  info  it  both  Alexander  and 
Umsetf/' 

These  words,  uttered  before  lim>  of  his  gene* 
fids,  were  heard  with  that  «iienee  enjoined  by  old 
respect,  added  to  that  which  is  due  to  misfortunes 
But  the  Doke  of  Vieensa,  peiteps  too  impatient, 
betrayed  his  indignation  by  a  gesture  of  anger 
and  incredolky,  and,  abruptly  Tetiting,  put  ah 
end  to  tins  unpleasant  c(Wversation* 


OHAP.  IX. 

Faotf  Gjfttz  the  Emperor  proceeded  in  twQ 
Qoarehes  to  Wiazma^  He  there  halted  to  wait  for 
Prince  Eugene  and  Dairoyst,  and  to  reconnoitre  tfa^ 
9oad  40if  Medyu  and  Yucknpw,  which  runs  at  tha( 
(rfftee  into  the  h<g)i  r9a4  to  Smolensk.  It  was  thi* 
cross-road  which  might  bring  the  Russian  army 
firam  Afolo-Yaroshiw^^  into  this  track.  But  on 
tli«.  first  of  Noveno^r^  after  waiting  thirty-six 
kouri»  NapQloon  had  npt  seen  aqy  avant-courier 
of  that  army,  he.  set  out,  wavering  betwcien  the 
hope  Ihait  Kutusofrhad  fallen  asleep,  and  the  fear 
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proceeded  t»j»  Hinirhw  fmrthwiiuMM'Ui  JJMijM 
bouje,  to  £ut  oft^Jwa jf^fats  jAWa^igf  i|«MiB  Ml 
Nej  at  Wiamm  4o..4n|]«<|t  -^iNkijIVsl^iaM  Ai* 
corps,  and  to  reliace,  '-  *V  rrrit~Trfl'-jnin«iiii1l 
whom  he  judged  to  be  &tigued;     -,jr.: ,  nftmfaA 

He  co«)ptaw«d,«£ ^rl^iitQir.ofiliAbliMr; 
he  reproachedi  *'T"  '"IV  trrrnifrnriiiMtfhii  k* 
hind  bim,  whep  he  oug^t  to  biKv»ii;9oii^«iMi» 
than  three  4ayft.l^ftB  ;<  i»e  n"*"H  ?tiI  i  tfr  ft  ipntwyi 
that  iaar9haj[,a9  ♦^  ")^*H*iffllftif  iiintftiiwig>iiii> 
able  mftooer.  9(>  irnigpJjur4».fMM«h,  ;  .^.^5  ^  iiew 

The ,  mhole  ^mj^  audi  Ihff^  «9it«Mk«JWteK) 
fiqgeoe  iftptntif^ilar^  refjwtCK^;  ''-fH  ftnifrfpniii 
They,  said,  that ."  o^fni^ig^  jUi  9pwflof»{^^  a^A) 
obstmacjr,  J>««pu«k  .ha^nfluftMBdlj^  MlDmr  irii 

had  tUece  dop»JCf^gj«jm«|iXJ«wMl»i 
retiring  befoRt  tfeepi, .  f^  1}jr.  »f»f>i 
battiOiPW^as  ,if .  th^j^  M  ^mf^Mm^^nkB^QtH 
Platof,  with  bw^anww,  h»j^p»>y»ft#i»i<iatii— ii 
to  the  deep  mawen  .whiqh»-he-||aii/)pi)omilcAwito 
him;  that  then  oi%, the  m»w>pi>>»nA <ppj|M<Mtftid 
them  men^y  a  few  slmimr,  1^m«i  IwhiohrfMii 
•peedUjr  fonned  again,  and  fiW!#')igbffil»<«i,4it» 
first  are  Qf  Yhich  had  pn^'irrf  itlp  JlffMiiiiyirtlwiiii 
but  that  these  maj>,<Buvre»»qft4u#ftgidai»iSfci^gil^ 
excursions  had  occasioned  loss  of  time,  whioWko 
alwa3r6  valuable  in  r«lrQ^,<4^^p«Ml]MAdit 
iR^nine,  tlnroui^  wbif-U  the  mmmMMmi^t 
was  to  i»88  witiuUI  p<w|iyi>»;.Qf |iiitiM>TtaMr|««> 
In  repl^,  to  t|'i«».4)f|vttif rt jiqpi^  iiMbDMn«li» 

•  II  -io*r 
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fcMlUliB#%i»*filit^akk>»afar,  Whidi  had  kt  first 
tad  liali;  W  MM)^  t&  i]||»6d«ice  reguhtrity  intb 
flgkM  k€h  htd  eiiAMvoiired  to  cover  the 
nf '  iU  ftlariiig  llie  ^Inune  imd  the  danger 
ofehii»ii%  4tft  ikb  enemy  Aede  evidences  oJTour 
diMMroiiB  state. 

'  iHe  tdd«d;  that  *^^>eopIe  were  not  aware  of  all 
he  had  had  to  dwlnoimt :  he  had  found  the 
cMnpletely  devastated,  houses  demo- 
Ikhtdf  and  the  trees  bamed  to  their  very  roots; 
Ictf-it'^was  not  to  him  who  came  last,  that  the 
wotk  of  genaral  destnlctibn  had  bieen  left;  the 
cnii^Tatioa  preceded  him.  It  appeared- as  if  the 
nB^<gllald  had  beeo  totally  forgotten !  No  doubt, 
tkm^  pBQiflB  i&rgoi  Ibe  frozen  road  rough  with 
tte  tiMka  of  ali  >t»ho  had  j^ne  befbre  him ;  as 
wislhat  the  4bf&p  for  da  and  biiok«ti  bridges,  which 
stoaae^dibtirght  of  repahing,  as  each  torps,  when 
BMieafmeii  oa«ed  bat  hr  itsdif  alone. 
tcflSDidJllie^'not'laiow  beiMdes,  that  the  whole, 
tasHMttdbitt  wain  of  stragglers,  belonging  to  the 
oAtfT'MvpSf  :on  horseback,  on  foot,  knd  in  ve- 
fcM<B»  agyrarnMd  Aese  embarrassments,  jiist  as 
MbaTdidoaisd  body  all  the  complaints  fly  to  and 
im  tba  fui  mmt  ilfibcted  ?  Ev6ry  day  he 
li«t^ilMJii  dk«se  wtetdies  and  the  Cod- 


t^viog'lbvwitfd  die  one  and  pressed  by  the 

• 

*^f>liia«  titer  passfeg  Ojalz,  he  had  found  thfe  ^ 
a0i^||li«fiOftiiewoi>Zaifttase  without  a  bridge  and 
oomfrfetely  eiiMnbefeii  ^R^fk  carrii^es;    He  hiil 
di«m**"tlMlh  -one  4>f -the  marsft  in  sight  of  the 
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€iiemyi  and  sq  nefu:  to  ^ea;^ .  ^Mll  •  i^kfk  Smv 
lighted  his  labours^  ao^  fthe  ao^  pf  thetr  dnn» 
mingled  with  that  of  bta  Tpiqs."  For  ^  i^aisr^ 
and  his  generals  c<mld  n^tyipt  resolve,  iQjplilir 
qws)i  to  the  enemy  ao  many  tr^pjbiea;  aor  did 
.  they  make  up  their  minda  to  it, .  (iU  pft#r  mp^tr 
iluous  exertions,  ^i^d  i^  th#  last  eHtr^mi^s  vlwh 
happened  aevieral  tiittes:^  4i^y*  > 

The  road  was  in  fya^  croaaed  ev^ry  smpcMt 
by  marshy  hollows.  A  eiofe,  slifi^pery  as  gllWI 
with  th^  frost,  hurried  tlpie  carri^gtsiato  thfW 
and  there  tfipy  stuck  ;  to  draw  tk^m  ou|  it  !vas 
necessary  to  climb  the  opposite  agfimt  kf  m 
icy  roa4  where  the  horsep,  whose  ^)o«#i  w^» 
worn  quite  smooth,  co^ld  not  obtw  ^  footings 
and  where  eveyy  mpm^qt  itbeyMid  thi^  i^iiifR|» 
dropped  exhausted  ^ne  upQU  tbeotfater.  Ti^f^r 
mished  soldiers  inMUfdi^tely  ^U  upeiy  ttf9s«  fookr 
less  animals  a9d .t9re  thf^  tQ.pieof^s , tlK?»QilMi&Nb 
kindled  y(ith  tbe  ren^ains  pf  tbe^r  cars)a«^ft  lii^y 
broiled  the  yet  bleeding  fl|#L  aw}  d^y^ac^  it^   t 

Meanwhile  the  j^tillery,  thfe  ^«4w4.4)M«r 
officers,  all  brougl^t  up  in  th§  ^rst  #P^^  iRIlA* 
world,  kept  off  these,  unfo^tf^paf/^  wfrfUsli^s  tirhmr 
ever  they  .^oijld,  and  topk;  tbe  |^9ri|e(Hft«H«  Ifcuir 
own  chaises  and  waggons,  which  U^jdfrfiMdMMi 
to  save  the  gunp.  Tq  tbes^tj^y kWMim^i^ 
horses,  nay  even  themselves:  the  .Co8Mc^-fil9« 

serving  this  dis^t^  frpm  {S  difti)»f)$b  ^Hfitt^^^Mt? 
approach;  but  with  their  HgfctjiWf^ 

sledges  they  thrftw>Vpir^alMiB«»  %llilfcWH?*W*fc- 
and  served  to  increa^  ^/        .p.,  ,;..  ..   nuj   -i;!* 
The  first  corps  had  already  lost  ten  tboasand 
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nm :  BevertheleBS,  by  dint  of  efibrts  and  sacri- 
ftew»  the  viceroy  and'  the  Ih^ince*  of  Eckmiihl 
were,  on  the  2d  of  November,  ^tbin  two  leagues 
of  Wia2ma.  It  is  certain  that  the  same  day  they 
migbt  have  pused  that  town,  joined  Ney,  and 
avoided  n  djeaatrous  engagement.  It  is  asserted, 
that  aueh  was  the  course  reeommended  by  Prince 
Eugene,  but  thatDaveust  believed  his  troops  to 
be  too  much  fioitigaed,  on  which  the  viceroy,  sa« 
erifiaing  himself  to  his  duty,  staid  to  share  a 
danger  which  he  foresaw.  Davoust's  generals  say, 
on  the  contrary,  that  Princ6  Eugene,  who  was 
alffeady  eneaEmped,  could  not  find  in  his  heart  to 
niake  \m  soldiers  leave  their  fires  and  thei^  meal, 
which  they  had  already  begun,  and  the  cobkitig  of 
whidi  always  cost  them  a  great  deal  of  trouble. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  daring  the  deceptive  ttan- 
qnilBty  of  that  night,  the  advanced-guard  of  the 
Russians  arrived  from  Malo-Taroslawetz,  our  re- 
treat from  which  place  had  put  an  end  to  theirs ; 
it  skirted  along  the  two  French  corps  and  that  of 
PMiatowaki,  passed  their  bivouacs,  and  disposed 
itacolomtis  of  attack  against  the  left  'flank  of  the 
iMdl  in  the  intermediate  t^o  leagues  which  Da- 
viBWit  and  Bagene  had  left  between  themselves 
akid  Wia^ma.  * 

Ifileffldowitdi^  whom  wie  denominated  the 
BMsia&  Mtirat,  edmmaiided  this  advanced-guard. 
H^>w«a,  meorrKifg'to  his:  countrjrtnen,  an  indefa- 
tigaMd  cmd'aniicdsafltl'  warrfoir,  impetuous  as  that 
MMier4cing,  of  aat&tat^eqodlly  remarkable,  and, 
like  him,  a  favourite  of  fortune.  '  He  was  never 

l2 
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ktiown  to  be  confided;  jOough  muatenofi^ffiMis 
and  soldiers  had  fifiea  aroimd  fami/'andlieTvid 
horses  had  beeo  killed  under  him  i  He  despiiaed 
tbe  tactics  of  war;  he  even  made  aa  artof  not 
following  the  rules  of  dmt  art^  pmtett&og  lo  sw- 
prise  the  enemy  by  uneoBpeeted  dashes,  for  bit  ww 
prompt  in  decision;  hejdittlaiafisd  to  make  aaif 
preparations;  learing  pfatcea  and  cittumskanftes  to 
suggest  what  was  proper  to  be  dome,  and  guiding 
himsdf  only  by  sudden  insfHrations.  In.  other  re- 
spects, a  general  in  the  field  of  battle  alone,  he  was 
destitute  of  foresight  in.  the  managemeoA  irf*  any 
affairs,  either  pubUc  or  private,  a  att>aii<rine  epeod- 
thrift,  and,  what  is  rare,  not  leas  upr^t  than 
prodigal. 

It  was  this  general,  witk  Platof  and  twfotttf 
thousand  men,  whom  we  had.  now  to  ^;lit. 


as 


CftAP   X. 


•     «.  r'« 


On  the  8d  of  Noirember,  Prince  So^ene^'was 
proceeding  towards  Wiazma,  preoedbMl:'by  Us 
equipages  and  Ids  ^ttiUenr,  when  iJte  finft  l%htrof 
day  shewed  him  at  cmob  his  retreat  tlomtteed 
by  an  army  on  his  left;  b^nd  faim-iHir  vear  oit 
off;  and  on  his  left  the  jdmn  cOToredr  w^  «fiiag* 
glers  and  scattered  vehicles,  fleeing^  bdfov6>  the 
lances  of  the  lenemy.  At  the  safneTtiln0»  t&wmfiB 
Wiazma,  be  heard  Marshal  Ney^  wflio^riiottid^laKTe 
assisted  him,  fighting  for  his  own  pttBUm^itm. 

That  Prince  was  not  one  of  those  geMraK^Ihe' 
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^<lffllpriDg  of  fiivoar,  to  MAota  every  thing  is  unex- 
pected and  cause  of  astonishment,  for  want  of 
experience;    He  immediately  looked  the  evil  in 
tiie  fiKse,  and  set  about  remedying  it.    He  halted, 
turned  about,  depldyed  faiB  divisions  on  the  right 
of  llie  high  road,  and  diacked  in  the  plain  the 
Rssaiaii  columns,  wfaidi  were  striving  to  cut  him 
-off  from  that  road.    *Tlieir  foremost  troops,  ad- 
'Yuncing  upon  the  right  of  the  Italians,  had  already 
seized  one  point;  of  which  they  kept  possession, 
when  Ney  dispatched  from  Wiazma  one  of  his  re- 
giments, '^i^ch  attacked  diem  in  the  rear  and 
dislodged  them* 

At  die  same  time  Compans,  a  general  of  Da- 
vousfs,  joined  the  Italian  rear-guard  with  his 
division.  They  cleared  a  way  for  themselves,  and 
while  they,  united  with  the  Vtceroy,  were  en- 
gaged, Davoust  with  his  column  passed  rapidly 
behind  them,  along  the  left  side  of  the  high  road, 
then  crossing  it  as  soon  as  he  had  got  beyond 
them,  he  claimed  his  place  in  the  order  of  battle, 
'  took  die  T^ht  wing,  and  found  himself  between 
Wiazma  mA-  ihe  Russians.    Prince  Eugene  gave 
up  to  him  the  ground  which  he  had  defended, 
and  crossed  to  the  other  svde  of  the  road.    Hie 
*  enemy  tfien  began  to  exteiotd  himself  before  them, 
<iiid'eiideavoured' to  approach' their  wings. 

By  the  success  of  diis  first  manoeuvre,  the  two 

'Ftanch  and  Italian  corps  had  not  conquered  the 

rif^t  to'  continue  their  retreat,  but  only  the  pos- 

siHiKty '  of  defending  ^t.    They  were  still  thirty 

'Aoteand  strong;  but  in  the  first  corps,  that  of 
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Davoust,  there  was  some  diserder*,  The  haBtiiten 
of  the  inan«euirre»  the  suqprite»  so  much  wreiohdd^ 
ness,  and)  above  ail,  the  fintal  eicaniple  (tf  a  multi- 
tude of  dismpuated  oaxralry»  without  arms,  and 
running  to  and  fro  bewildered  with  fear»  threw  it 
into  confusion. 

This  sight  encouraged  the  enemy ;  he  took  it 
for  a  rout.  His  artiUecy;  superior  in  mimfau; 
manceurred  at  a  gallop :  it  took  obUquely  and  in 
flank  our  lines;  which  it  cut  down,  while  the 
French  cannon,  aheady  at  Wiaaoa^  and  wlttch 
had  been  ordered  to  return  in  haste,  could  with 
difficulty  be  brought  forward.  Meanwhile  Da* 
voust  and  his  generals  had  still  their  firmest  troops 
about  them*  Several  of  these  officers,  woutdsd 
at  the  Moskwa,  one  with  his  arm  in  a  sling,  ano* 
ther  with  his  head  wrapped  in  doths,  were  sees 
supporting  the  besti  encouraq^ing  the  most  trmo- 
lute,  dasfaittg  at  the  enemy  s  batteries,  foixriog 
them  to  retire,  and  even  seizing  4hree  4)f  thttr 
pieces ;  in  short,  astonishing  bodth  the  enemy  and 
their  own  fugitives,  and  combating^  a  misehisvwB 
example  by  their  noble  behaviour* 

Miloradowitch,  perceiving  that  his  pvey<  was 
escaping,  now  applied  for  reiQf<»rcementa4  -and  it 
was  the  same  Wilson,  who  was  sure  to  he  present 
wherever  he  could  be  most  iapirionsto  Cklmos^ 
who  hastened  to  summon  Kunnnf.  lieifibmid  the 
old  marshal  unconcernedly  resting  himsidf  WithtUs 
army  within  hearhig  of  the  action:  The-  wdeat 
Wilscm,  urgent  as  the  occasion,  excited  hiam  in 
vain :   he  could  not  induce  him  to-  stir«    Trans- 
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pkttd  riJFifliiiiidigiiiitiop,  fae-  catted  lum  traitor/ 
and  dadactditfaat  lie  iraikl  instantly  despatch 
an6)of  Ml  Ettglnbmte.fiill  speed  to  Petersburg, 
to  denoFOBce  his  treason  to  his  Emperor  and  his 

This  threat  had  no  effect  on  Katusof ;  he  per-' 
ii8ted;in  tmnainiBg  iniacttTei  whether  because  to 
tbe  koMt  mi  age  was  superadded  that  of  winter, 
ahd  because  in  his  shattered  frame  his  mmd  was* 
depressed  by  the  sight  of  so  many  ruins;  or  whe- 
llier  finm  another,  eflfe^  of  old  age,  that  a  person 
beooaies  prudsot  when  he  has  scarx^y  any  thing 
to  tiskyiand  a  temporiser  when  he  has  no  more 
time  to  lose.  He  seemed  still  to  be  of  opinion, 
as. at  Malo-Yvoslawstz,  that  the  Russian  winter 
alone  could  overthrow  Napcdeon;  that  this  ge-« 
siuB,  thecanqueror  of  men^  wasnot  yet  sufficiently 
eiatqueted  by  Nature ;  that  it  was  best  to  leave 
tattiie'CliDMrte  the  honour  x>f  that  victory,  and  to 
theLRnssian  atmosphere  the  travk  of  vengeance. 

Milondowitdi,  left  to  himself,  then  tned  to 
hseskitiie  French  line  of  battle;  but  h&  could  not 
penetrate  it  except  by  his  fine,  wfaidi  made  dread- 
fill  havoc  in  it.  Eugene  and  Davoaat  were  grow- 
ing weak ;  and  as  they  heard  another  actioo.  in  the 
mHrnf  their  right,  they  imagined  that  the  rest 
of*'lh0  Russian  army  was  approaching  Wiaima 
h^  Hm  Vtdttlof  Mad,  dieovtlet  of  whioh  Ney  waa 
ditfisnding*  . 

*  itf was  only  an  advanced  guard :  but  they  were 
alaimid  at:  the  noise  of  this  fight  in  the  rear  of 
their  own,  threatening  their  retreat    The  action 
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MtJfestedf  drar  dam  wiM  ilMUf  ntniiiir  ^im|;lit 

of  the  enemy,  aiui /Inil  ^fbi- a^«emoi«bls  isflbft:  bf 
thfirSfitfa,  ;6Uk;  wMliSMriiegiiimUi^  Add  tfMf  t*o- 

Ihmq  iMBokea;  tMndt  bf  iM  figlit,  and  dettMyndl 
CoMe  JSkigMe,  ^vAo-^ftg  luK^go  briiUy  tittaMkeii 
wMtidrie  to  eS^t  bm^wfttekt  mof<6«apidiy4iroi^i;lt 
WiaziM;  biit tte  Bommaft  iUioiMd  hia  «hi^^ 
ihtfy  hwd  fMMtrated  Jnto  the  towa,'  wlitttt^iltaH 
VMsft^  ^rnnued  by  tvMsty  &OMaiid  men;  «i*k 
iluttteied  by  eighty  piecea  of  ^mumii,  -  attftuiptid 
Ip pass  aids  turo. 

MfiiaDd'^dMaiitt  tot  etiterad  Aa  towai  «l 
yn»  oatoidiing  aa^-witb  «0iA(leaee,  iJrtMlar  tinr  IdM 
tkattfaaaetion  'vras^otar^  wtea  tba  RusiiM,  arfatf 
tKece  oopioesled  by  the  wiadiiigs  of  tkf^  mteau, 
suddenly  £»ll  tipdn  it  The  MFpme'^^as^tMMfr- 
yieteaad.the^oonfosiob  great:  Xoratid  nefMlhe- 
Iflte  miiied  and  re-enooura^jed  his  nm^  retiievad 
iMttf  re,  aadifought  hie  way  thtougb. 
*«.it  was'<>)ai|Mitis  vAo  p«t  aB'6Ddtt#thi('^^ 
Hetctosed  the  inarch  with  ^iB- diYisioa.  FIndttig 
hknttlfrtoo  elosely  pressed  by  the  itfavaUt  tPtopi 
ef /Mitomddwiteh,  he  tumed^aboat;  daihed  mtpm* 
ioaat  the  most  eeger»  iiyerikrew4hnai^*i8Sid4iaJr» 
iagi^thMiDiide  them  fedr  Imr,  he^ioMidi  hie-M^ 
treat  without  further  motoslalicyn.  ^  ^ilfbPWi^idt 
was  glorious  to  each,  and  its  result,  disastrous  to 
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tftt'  -^1%  tnrttr  JviHrtttli  osdev  ^flode  iBiify«  There 
winildilift^eibiflftitiriiopgiclaoi^^  bad 

timn^  Mt  ItMftitoa^map^  echnmandeEB.'  it  was 
not  till  near  two  o'clock  that  therlaitter  net  to 
<00tttitillitfig,iiMpmiifW^3t^  tkeaec  mwe  eVen 

.  i  Wboa  ftt  iengtfi  ^^liitoit^  tlM/towtfof  Wtiaziiia, 
Wgbt,  mitfiial  fottgue^vaftdiMairiiaLtf ej  badeepa^ 
iMtodthetti  fmn  theeoeii^ii  KhMndaiigeB  iMMg^ad^ 
jfmMd'  wid  tlie  Uviraftaa  eataUi9lMd»  tlie'Mm* 
tMn  "WMe  cimnlfd.  SMOid  |tteeaa  of  tmrnm 
wUMi  hadbfiiDi  lirakM^  the  -.higgaga  mA  iow 
t|KM:iflMdJulkdOTW/»imded,  Wer0iM^  Many 
«f  .'the  flN^^iB  Jujid  dispMMd.  Hoitonrwassamd^ 
Iwlf7th(gm,weie  immeoae  0ai^  It 

was  necessary  to  dose  them  ujv  ito  teAmt^exptf 
AiQg'^i^thuanamKfrer  QQfmp%tmit^Sf>wkaABtfte* 
iwHOiidMl^a  iQPrfi  «M^^  lEaohnregW 

Iwvijft  i^l8l»0Q. .  Ttic(  MiUiiam  had  oo;  kogecs  tinit 

.  'Kbi»4adr9'iHr8<u^i»rtippt9j»kiph^ 
li£;^  flOQ^iiCrtiitioQ  «r  WuiM»a»  and.  dmuig  ^tta 
successive  cUiehfiiges  of/:t2ie«foiioiioai£i]^y)lflfl 
Hfiiondowilchb  tii»  tkm^^amioimtl^di^  ^mn  pto- 
Ipnged.amid  IM  .dfiiNj»ki(.4wtoMi  «f>  nigldiraatt 
tlieilineiN»«  J&eiwid  -tittfes-^to^.i^KM^f  ^ta^  tewrtf 
tMqpi»  0<»M«i)riiig.titei»4l9ir:mcre!jMiftebJBA 
M.f»itJh»irMiiik,;  li(c«t.mQfmAg»  :«4)eaitbe(f  fidi 

the  uRfUlnets  olibav««n))er«!!;  ».  v  ttit^r 

•      .  1 1    ,  J  •  ,  .'    1  ■;     •  .       -  1   -  .  -      »    • 
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CHAP.  XL 


iTre  spkite  of.  die  troupff  ^Mtf^Btitt  fluppoctai 
by  the  example  of  time  leaden,  hf  A».hepw.af 
imiiiig  ^  their  ivm]il»'«iip|didd  at  Smokoek*  and 
eCiU  more  by  the  aspect  of  a  yet  brUliaat  ran^  of 
tktt  uniVeBBtl  tooree  of  hope  and  life^  wfaidi 
ieeued  to  coatradiot  aad  deny  the  apectacfas  of 
deapair  and  death  that  akeady  eaeompaseed  aa. 
'  Bat  on  the  6th  of  JSamaJbet,  die  heaveas  d&» 
chtred  agfainst  us.  llieir  azure  diaappearad.  Tho 
army  mavehed  enveloped  in  eoUL  fogs.  These 
Ibge  became  thicker^  and  piaaaatly  an  hnaaease 
doud  deeoended  upon  it  in  lacge  flakes  of  saovr: 
It  aeemed  as  if  thb  very  4$ky  was  ftlling,  and  joia-t 
tag  the  earth  and  our  enemies  to  eompUte  oas 
dMtmation.  All  ob)etts  dmnged  dMir  a{>pearr4 
aaae,  and  became  ceofiionded,  and  mH  to  base^ 
eogniaed  again ;  we  proceeded*  -without  kaewing 
vrheve  we  were»  without  perceitiag  (the  pant  to 
whieh  we  wete  boimd;  ewry  thing*  waa-tnnM 
fimued  into  an  dbatacle.  While  the  soldMa  was 
atraggiing  with  the  tempeat  of  wind  and  snow, 
thtt^fldbes,  driven  by  Ae  stovm,  lodged  and  aitoQ^ 
mahited  in  every  hollow;  <di6ir  smrAoes  ooneedad 
mdmowa  ab3r88es»  wliicAi  perAdieoely  opened  ha» 
neath  ourliiek.  There 'the  men  weia-tegidiAed^ 
aad  die  weakest^  reai|pii^  dMusdjvas  to  their  ibte> 
found  a  arave  in  these  anow^Dits. 


Thoee  who  followed  turned  aaide»  bat  die  stonsa 
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drove  intatbdr  faces  both  the  snow  that  was  de^ 
scendkig  from  the  sky,  and  that  which  it  raided 
from  the  ground:  it  sc^pmtd  bent  on  opposk^ 
their  progress.  The  Russian  wintefi  under  this 
mow  farm,  attacked  thtoi  on  all  side*:  it  pttie- 
tzated  thrmigh  their  lig^t  gwrments  and  tbeit  :tora 
shoes  and  boots.  Their  wet  clotkeB  ftioze .  U|^ 
their  bodies ;  an  icy  envelope  micased  them  and 
rttfEened  all  their  limbs.  A  Jcem  and  vmtent  witid 
interrapted  respinrtion :  it  seized:  their  breath  at 
the  moHsent  when  they  exhaled  it,  and  converted 
it  into  icicles,  whicb  hung  £p^m  their  bearda  t  aU 
round  thttr  mputiis. 

The  unfortunate  creatures  still  crawled  on,  ehi^ 
^eving»  till  the  «now,  gathering  like  balls  und^ 
their  feet,  or  the  fragment  of  some  broken  article^ 
a  branch  of  a  tree,  or  the  body  of -one  of  their 
eomradee, caused  them  to  stumbleand  1^.  Thero 
they  groaned  in  vain ;  the  snow  soon  porered 
them;  slight  hiUocka  marked  the  spot  wher«  they 
lay  I  saeh.was  th^  <»ily  grave  I  The  rpad  was 
etudided  with  these  undulations,  like  a  cemetery  c 
the  most  intrepid  and  the  most  iadifferent  weve 
afiected ;  they  passed  on  quickly  with  Mewtad 
locku*  .  But  before  them,  around  them,  there  was 
notkmg  but  snow :  thie  immense  and  dreary  unit 
formity  extended  ferther  than  the  eye  could. mlc^( 
theimagiyationwdiastxnmded;  it  wa6rlike-a«st 
vrndrag-sheet  which:  Nature  had  tbirow^wist  this 
aimyw  The  only  elijeets  net  enveloped  by  it 
were  some  gloomy  piaes,  trees  of  the- tombs,  with 
their  fuoeMal  verdinre»  the  metionless  aspect  of 


tlieit  gigimtie:  black  trtitiks,  litta  8kSr^tatflddk, 
which  completed  tiie  ddlefftil-'appearaiieei  <3f  ft  ge^ 
iieral  mtmtning,  and  of  am  aiinydytdfg,  afflidttii 
nature  already  dead. 

Every  tiling,  eten  td  fbeif^  t^  ahm;  still  ki^ 
ftnikivie  at  Malo-Yatt>6law^,  l^iit  Since  tK^ik^di^ 
ftnfeiYb  only/tk)^  turn^  a^fdnst  tiiem.  TIttdd 
seeing  to  theit*  frozen  limbsr  insuppottably  h^rf. 
In  the  ftequetrt  'felhi  which  they  experienced', 
they  dtopped  from  <heir  hands,  and  were  bWAea 
or  fonried  in  ihe  snow.  If  fliey  rose  agaiff,  it  wM 
withont  them;  -for  they  did  not  throw  them  away^ 
hunger  and  cold  wrested  them  frotal  Ibeir  gitep. 
Tbe  fingers  of  many  others  ^ere  frotsen^  to  th^ 
musket  which  they  still  held,  vASAh  dbpHvtA 
them  of  the  motion  necessary  fot  kecfpfin^  nf 
Bbttxt  dtegree  of  warmth  and  Hk.  *'  - 

'  ''Wt  soon  mM  with  numbers  of  men  befon^^ 
ttt  ^ '  file  tTorj^s,  sometimes  singly,  at  ofhe^^ 
troops:  They  had' not  basely  doscvtet^Hll^ 
ieblo^rb;  it  was  btM  tuid  iiMftniticm  vAAOtik^^ 
{Mrnted- them  from  their  edliimnfr:  In  tifi^gMtt^ 
rtaata*ArdJtid*al  stwiggle,  they  had  parted  «^ 
bnis!  anbther,  aind  there  they  were,  disarm^  ¥Mi^ 
^^hed,  defehc^eiis,  wiAidut  lexers,  ob^^iUI; 
nctthlttg  but  the  urgent  instinct  ^  seV^iHreM^ 
^va'tion,--'  .....•':,..-  -mj   m 

'  ''liostofthem,ii€thteted'by%he«l^hl»#l)»yi)M 
dispersed  themselves  over  the  ^dtttatty,  A%ipto'tff 
lindihg  Ibiread  and  sheMs'fdr  th^^^(}otI^g  n^t : 
%>iiC>oti  their  first  p^aMa^,  aIl''Htf»^bi^4ftid'HhiKfe 
Wthe  extent  of' aevetf  er^^ij^^lM^Mr';  'tMy 
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•tiipped  ilkwi  naked^  «^d  tbea  left  them,  vith 
ferocious  bursts  of  laughter,  to  e^ire  on,  the 
snow.  These  people,  wbo^  had  jri&ea  »t  th(»  eall 
of.Aismnder  and  Ku^uspf,  ^d  ^ho.had  not;,  then 
leanied,  as  thay  since  .faairer  t9  avenge  nobly  .1^ 
«B9wtry  vhiph  they.  w«)re  ;itniib]A  tp.  d^ead,  ho* 
irered  on  botk  flanks  of  the  army,  under  favout 
of  the  woods*  Thoae  whom  tbay^  di4  wt  doi 
api^ch  with  their  pikes  and  hatchets^<  they  brought 
ba43k  to  the  &tal  and  all-devouriRg  high  road. . 

.  If  jght  then  cane  on— «  night  of  sixteen  hours  I 
But  on  that  snow  which  covered  every  things 
Ihey  knew  not  whei^e  to  halt,  where  to  ait,  when^ 
lOi  lie  down,  where  to  find  some  wotipr  pth/er  J» 
eat,  and  dry  wood  to  kindle  a  Wl  ..FaMgue,  darkr 
aMtti».and  nepeaiked . otdera  nevei^helessati^liped 
Iheee  whom  their  moral  and  physical  streo^ 
ttid:th»  efforta  of  tiieir  offioera  had  kept  tog^theri^ 
They  atiove  to  establish  themselves.;  bjit.  the 
tffmp^,  stiU  aotiFOi  diiqpened  ibe.firai  prepamr 
ticNK  far  bivouacs.  The  pines,  laden  iwfith  SsosiK 
obfltinately  misted  the.flameas  their  snowir  that 
frnm  the  Aj  which  yet  oontinuad  to  Ml  faa^.  a^ 
thaton^he  ground,  which,  melted  with  the  i^rU 
of  the  soldiars,  and  the  effect  of  the  first  fif  ea, 
oEtiffiguiihed  those^  firea^  as  well  as  the  strfii^gth' 
aod'Spiratsof  the.mea.  r 

• .  .When  9X  length  ihe  flames  gained  theiascendaiji- 
Qy»  the.ofimiajaiad'sokiiecs  aroMi;4,  tfiem  prep^^ed 
their  «teeAdh«d  inspaat ;  it  oansiated  of  les^tand 
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liAooAy  ]^ce»of  fiedi  toni  frdm  the  borwrttat 
vnte  knoekeA  up,  wad  at  moet  a  few  q^iiliils  of 
rye-flour  mixed  with  anow- water.  Next  motaa^ 
circular  ranges  of  soldiers  extanded  lifeless  maiiced* 
the  bivouacs;  and  the  groiuid  al>out  theaa  was 
strewed  with  the  bodieir  of  eeveral  tiMMisaiiA 
horses*  .        . 

From  that  day  we  begaa  to  place  lesa  v^mm» 
oa  one  another.  In  that  Iff^ely  avmy,  suseisptitte 
of  all  impsessions,  and  tai^t  to  reason  bf  an 
advanced  cinljaation»  disoouragem^it  and  negieck 
of  discipline  spread  rapidly,  the  imaginatioD  know^ 
ing  no  bounds  in  evil  as  m  good.  Heoeeforwaid, 
at  every  bivomc,  at  every  dtfSciiH  paasage^at 
every  moment,  some  portion  separated  fvom  life' 
yet  ovganiaed  troo^a,  and  fell  into  disoiden  I%eie 
were  some,  faowenrer,  who  witbstxK»d  thin  wide* 
contagion  of  indiscipline  and  despondency.  4%sie 
were  officers,  subalterns,  and  steady  seldiers^ 
These  were  extraordinary  men :  Uiey  encouraged 
one  another  by  repeating  the  name  of  Smolensky 
which  they  knew  they  were  approaching,  and 
where  they  had  been  promised  that  all  their 
wants  should  be  supplied. 
.  It  was  in  this  manner  that,  after  this  d^uge  of 
snow  and  the  increase  of  cold  which  it  foreboded^ 
eaob,  whether  officer  or  soldier,  preserved  of  lost 
his  fortitode,  according  to  his  dispoaition»v.^hi8f 
age,  and  his  constitution.  Such  of  oar  *oflk. 
cers  as  had  hitherto  been  ^  atticteat  in  ^en* 
forcing  discipline,  now  paid  little^  attention  aaiV 
Thrown  out  of  all  their  fixed  ideail4^i99alftri9# 
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eider^  tnd' mofliodi  they  were  scnzed  with  de^ 
qpairat  thertdgbtof  such  .u&inecsal  disoider,  and 
ooncmving^  tofore  the  ethers^  that  all  fwas  iMt^ 
they  Mt  tbMQtseke*  xeadyito  ahandim  sH. 

Froift  Oj9ta  la  KLikalowika,  i bl-  Tillage; between 
]iloii^)idwiU)e/«iid  Siiioleiiflk,  ioothing  mnarkable 
qocttrred  in  the  imperial  coltimn,  unless  that  it 
ma  fiwnd  neceasary  ta  Afow  the  j^ails  of  M os-^ 
cow  into  1^  lake  oi  Seadmux :  cauaaa^  gothic 
aamonr,  the.  omamenta  of  the  Koemlni,  and  the 
CVMB  of  Iwen  the  Great,  were  buried  in  its  wateiE; 
tropluM,  gfeiy,  a31  those  ocquiaitkraa  to  which 
vm  had  aacnfiised  eyery  things  beeame  a  buithen 
to  ua;  out  objeitt  was  na  longer  to  eiabeUirii,  t<^ 
adorn  bfe,  but  ^to  preserve  s^  in  this  vast  wrecks 
the  axtny,  ttke  a  great  ship  tossed  by.the  most  tre^ 
aeiidoiia  of..ten>pert8y  thiewr  witiioat  heskatioD 
ittto  that  sea  of  mo  and  anew,  all  that  ooold  aladten 
oi^tMt>ode  its  poQ^posaa. 


•  » 


CHAP,  XIL 


Ow  the  3d  and  4th  of  November  Napoleon* 
halted  at  Stakowo.  TKs  rest,  and  the  shame  of 
af^aling  to  flee,  inflamed  hii  imagination.  He 
dictated  orders,  ae^ording  to  which  his  rear-' 
gifftrd,  by  appearing  to  rfetreat  in  disorder,  was  to' 
diliw  ttie  Russians  into  an  iambuscade,  where  he^ 
ahbuld  be  waiting  *>r  them  in  person ;  but  Ai^ 
vain  pMffeet  piM^led  off  with  the  conceited  notion 
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Dflrogobouje.  Hen  kt  lova^itliOiteidbailHMip^ 
dered  fer.th*  eiijwdi!t«M»»t»  4»»  lMftun4utnt<l| 

knneats  «f  Snolf^  mmk^kemTfnsmk^-y-m  at 

Next  dft7,.«lift'aA^r9£-2f«re«iMib«|i4po«to9l» 

Mikflrwika,  at.  liw  Jvopipat  .vtm  l&».'.-«lMidi9 

laakn  witk  aUnBt  aWt  ■■<(r»>J<rqf»liiw»rtiiif  (»iiMU<iM) 

liead^  GaiiBt  Dani.  wu  seea  liwteaiiig  nfviwrfcar 
circle. of  vidbttet  'fiMsung  8«o«4  htn {«»ii<ll» 
Emperor..  ...  .      •.-.  .i-/i»4xui 

An  toBprmu,  the  fixat  tlmt  ImuI  beep  iiiilAiiOD 
nacb  1)9  for  ten  iiiyn  twrl  jiwl  liiimmlili  iiiliHi  i 
genoe  of  that  attange  eooepiimey,  ktiniMJm^nti 
itseli  by  «i  obscure  geaeral,  n^in  tbe4lpllhrfei 
pfison.    He  had.hiid  «q totfaet  .yeeppliiiijttjiwi 
the  false  Jiews  of  oat  4efltr««Uoq)  and  )WMbMtefe| 
to  afoie  troops.to  i^ipceheiid  jtbe «lfiiriilar»i«tUit 
Prefect.of  Polkse,  and  tbe  CninnMa4»iii  oASaaiMr 
His  plaa.  ha4  compAatal;  a Qooeedeflt>  frotb  4wmi9*/ 
puluoa.of  a.firat  mopf^mpm^  .firom  ifbonnMiedld 
the  geaend:  aatfwJRhroeat;  lynl  wt'MftuoffmBMeti 
riuBoiir  of  the  affur  spread  93nmAt  thaiiiia  Mbri 
was  sufficient  agpon  to  consign  tM.lendd&fmtfi' 
his  accomplices  and  .dap^«  to  apnaoD*    ..•iioft  u- 

The  Emperor  was  a^^pinMd.M.M>c9noii1btim 
crime  and  their  ptpiRhmnnti  ;  .TlioteitiiriiOK<«lrJ 
a  distance  stcpve  fo-.rea^.lijw  ithlliihrti/Tw  hmit 
couQtsnanpe  aydd^djaaayyiinibiig  >  uifyt^b^ 
pressed  bis  feeljny ; ,bteArftttidb<iillp  wiBwIwi M' 
Dani  weie,  "  Hpw.  mm  M  ?W*H*ii 
Moscoirr   He  thm  ,hi»WD4, 


'• 


mh  «l««e  ^wittiiA^  Ifaost  idevdted 

m  e»  L  IhmirtDi^  <tf.«8tgiiaihnettt/  htwafflation/  and 
wtgrnpsotfrnMiHtttf  'tAenHrixiar"  bt  •  iteat  ^foir  seve- 
«iMNi»ni»4o'<}(Mrvi6-^ate  ^fl%c<  nvftieli  so  extra- 
«aiiiwy  (.{tiOM;  oTMMlHgeai^'  wotdd  proddce 
wph«tyh(i)M..^  ?li«<  peoreeHrcA'tf  paitlfii  "oni^ghiess; 
oMftttmAtfttti;  «(Hd  -tonMenee  m  Ae  stability  of 
his  goverament  completely  shaken.    He  luid  oc- 
oawiirito  hnow  Chiat  fbey  ac<H)sted  eaeH'otherwith 
^jtgtui  atriUflie  Remark,  ^hat  U-  thus  ^p^eared  that 
tlili^ieiitttifotMtkiii'df  tVW,  iHttieh  vras  bought 
t«  IntiMiihftdi  <wa#4i«lr  y^t  oVer.  ^^it>Wa  ofd  in* 
■Jwltgit tte'gat  4Hil  6F  It,  '^^fe'they  tb^be'a^n 
piDdpd>dyk)t'il|:  tiidi«6beAi\y#d'bhcetobiidinttf 
tirfldiMKUUItcaftefr  6fip«lfti6ia  <tonfiil^ob»?  Thus 
iMMttdk>  «tti4ii|g'inpoA  n^  ftteveiry  qaaitet;  and:. 
w«iiiii>fe4Uiti«'t»tik»e'<ft»Ay ''tf^fttg'  at  twrt^";    i 
i»i»«l(E«ej«tlied>>tt^tUMiiiteTHgfeixeerin  th^'fabpie' 
tkMiilriVOiiltMMMetf'tlie  r»t«^  of  ^  Bn^piintor  to' 
IWwfcmhitik  vi>§tM  >fai'  fainithere,  Hii  kee^  hifai' 
rmmrn  ialifMB'  lihii*elf>ilbttMtd,  ^mcftihe  was  iiot  skTd' 
at  home.    4tai«  4^  MK^onHMg-  day,  the  ^vSkr- 
ii^iaeitf  tA«riMnMiit^  put'ttft  end- to  these  confdc- 
td»a»»l<Uafa»'^apeicoii/  eft^^is  ftoug^  agam 
Bmk  )micmimm^h(i>4i»t»,'vaa  htf  was  ad¥ancmg' 
iiUlinnH  nil jpi>  iJWWls^ftndteiiskj  when  hiswhote 

%0h1h»  present  pfode '  aivl 
iMf  an  iWC?'  dfe-camp  -of^ey ;  - 
■  '         ^  *"""  %iegttn  fb'pto'- 
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tect  tins  r^eat^  nMrtttl  jtoso^mftay  Qtbetak  bit. 
immortal  for  himself.  As  £nr  aa  DarsfdMiq^  tfc 
bad  been  midested  only  by  Mme  tbaadb-  cf  €iM^ 
8aek8»  troublesome  inseots^  trttnctad^by  our  dying 
and  by  our  forsak^i  cani^cst  fiyioK  afray  the 
moment  a  hand  was  liftad,  bnt  fcaraasing  by.  their 
continual  return. 

.  Sttdi  was  not  die  subject  of  Ney'a  messago. 
On  approaching  I>orogobott)e  he  had .  mut  mth 
traces  of  the  disorder  whicb  pretmled  yi  the  cofips 
that  preceded  himu  and  which  it  was  not-  m  his 
power  to  efface.  So  far  he  had. made  up*  hissnmd  lo 
leave,  the  bag^ge  to  the  enemy ;  but  he  blmhed 
with  shame  at  the  sight  of  the  first  pmeaof  ran- 
non  abandoned  before  Dorogoboiqe. 

The  marshal  had  halted  there»  iUter^idoead- 
ful  nighty'  in  whidi  saow^  wind^  and  iamijoe-  ifaad 
driven,  most  of  his  men  from  the^fires,  thetdawi, 
which  is  always  awaiited  with  sudt  impalieaMiii 
a  bivouac^  had  brou^t  him  a  tempeat,  thei^meojff 
and  the  spectacle  of  an  ahoofitrgeai^rai  dctf^ctifi*. 
In  vaan  he  had  just  :fottgkt'in  penofn  .Set liie  hcsll 
of  what  men  and  officers  he  had  left;  he  liad'iieen 
obii^d  to  retreat  piecipEtately  bdund  thiihiiqiar* 
Such  was  the  report  wluoh  he  sent  ta  ithe-£si- 
peror.  -tr.* 

He  wished  him  to  kno^wthe  worsk  Hisdade^* 
camp,  Colonel  DalUgnac,  was.  idstmeted>.to  say, 
that  ''the  ifirst  movemeot  of  reCRHitr fim^f  jMsId* 
YaroslafwetZy  ibr<  soldiers  ^6  ^  Imd  nctvon^yetsiin 
away,  had  dispiriied  thearnsy;;*  that^the«flUfmt 
Wii)zma  luid  shaken  sts  finniiess  {v«iid  tliafe»lasdy. 
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Ik^  deluge  ot  ^muw  ^uad  thettocreased  cold  ^hk4i 
it  betokened;  had  completed  its  disorganization : 
tiiaft  a  moltiitude  c^  officers*  ha?mg  lost  every 
tfai)}g»  platoons,  battaltoDS,  regiments,  and  even 
divisiodSy  had  joined  the  roving  masses :  generals* 
ooionelsr  ai^  olioefs  of  all  ranks,  were  seen 
mingled  with  the  privates,  and  marching  at  ran* 
dom,  sometimes  with  one  column,  sometime? 
with  another ;  that  as  order  c^uld  not  exist  in  the 
pmaenoe  ^  disorder,  this  example  was  seducing 
eten  the  veteran  regiments,  which  bad  served  diir- 
ing  the  whole  of  the  wars  of  the  revolution :  that 
in  the  ranks,  the  brat  soldiers  were  heard  asking 
one  aiiother^  why  they  alone  were  required  to 
fight  in  order  to  secure  the  flight  of  the  rest;  and 
how  -any  one  could  expect  to  keep  «p  their 
ooursigie,  when  they  heard  the  leries  of  despair 
JMning  from  the  neighbouring  woodsy.  in  which 
lai^e  cdnyoys  of  their  wounded,  who  had  been 
^nggtd  to  no  purpose  all  the  msLj  from  Moscow, 
l«l  just  been  abandoned?  Such  then  wdt^  the 
&te  whidi  awaited  themeelvesl  wluit.had  they 
to  gain  by  adhering  to  their  colours  ?  Inoessant 
totts  and  combats  by  day,  and  fiumne  at  night ; 
PK>  shekel^  and  l^ivouaos  atiU  more  destniotive  than 
battle:  famine  and  cold  drove  sleep  far  away 
from  them^  or  if  lat^ae  got  the  better  of  these  for 
the  'moment,  that  repose  which  ought  to  refredi 
them  pnta  period  to  their Uvfts.  In  short,  the  eag^s 
had  oeased  to  protect — they  killed.  Why  then 
reaiain  around  them  to  perish  by  battalions,  by 
.?    It  would  be  better  to  dtsperse,  and 
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since  tb^re  was  ii6  oth^r  eotti^  thttti'fltglM;,  t«  f#y 
who  could  run  fastest.  It  woliM  not'llftfn  tfe  1h^ 
best  that  would  fall :  th^  cowa)nds  betiiml  tlieiii 
would  no  longer  eat  up  the  relits  of  ^ihe  taigH 
road.**  Laiitly ,  the  aide^e-cain|9  was  cdmmiBsioned 
to  explain  to  the  Btnper6r  alt  the  horrors  of 'hji 
situation,  the  responsibility  of  which  Ney  atawit^ 
lutely  declined. 

But  Napoleon  saw  suflkstent  aroifnd  hitnMlf  M 
judge  of  the  rest.  The  fugitives  were  passii^ 
him ;  he  was  sensible  that  notlfing  could  now  be 
done  but  sacrifice  the  army  successively,  part  by 
part,  beginning  at  the  extremities,  in  order;to  save 
the  head.  When,  therefore,  the  aide*de«oamp  Was 
beginning,  he  sharply  interrupted  him  with-  these 
words,  "  Colonel,  I  do  not  ask  you  for  thte^«k»- 
tails."  The  colonel  was  silent,  aw«re  that  in  this 
disaster,  now  irremediable,  and  in  whicb^evev^ 
one  had  occasion  (bt*  all  his  energies,  thb\Ba^ 
peror  was  afraid  of  complaints,  whiteh  eould^haff^ 
no  other  efibct  but  to  weaken  bdth  hiinwho  iff- 
'dulgedia,  and  him  who  listened  toiihem/   '    -  > 

He  remarked  the  attitude  of  Nirpoleoli^dife 
safme'vi4iich  he  retained  throughout  tbs  wb^i^of 
this  ttttveaf .  It  was  grave,  reserved,  spad  liea^ned; 
stlifering  mu^h  less  in  body  than  ot^ers^biit^udi 
more 'in  mind,  and  broddtog  over  his  misfortiiitek. 
He  sent  word  to  N^y  ^^to  defeult  hfatts^  hmg 
enough  to  allow  him  son^  stay^aX' fitodlettsk, 
where  th^  army  should  eat,  rest  iti^jf^'and  tie^iis- 
organized.''  .   .i-iiiiorhomni 

But  if  ttis  hope  kept  some  to  Ateik*  dti«yr»uy 
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oAto  al^andoned  every  thing  to  hasten  toward9 
thut  fvomised  term  of  their  aufferings.  As  for 
Ney,  he  saw  that  a  victim  was  required,  and  that 
he  was  marked  out  as  such :  he  resigned  himself, 
aceeptitog  the  whole  of  a  danger  great  as  his 
courage:  thenceforward  he  neither  attached  his 
bMNHir  to  baggagis,  nor  to  cannon,  which  the 
winter  alone  wrested  from  him.  A  first  bend  of 
the  Aorysthenes  stopped  and  kept  back  part  of  his 
guns  at  the  foot  of  its  icy  slopes ;  he  sacrificed 
them  without  hesitation,  passed  that  obstacle, 
laced  about,  and  made  the  hostile  river,  which 
crossed  his  route,  serve  him  for  a  defence. 

The  Russians,  however,  advanced  under  favour 
of  a  wood  and  our  forsaken  carriages,  whence  they 
k^  up  a  fire  of  musketry  on  Ney  s  troops,  @alf 
4>f  the  lalter,  whose  icy  ari^a  froze  their  stiffened 
fyig^%  got  discouraged ;  they  gave  way,  justi- 
iyiSig  themselves  by  their  faint-heartedness  on  the 
]]«eceding  day,  fleeing  because  they ,  h{id  fled ; 
:whicft  befof  e  they  would  have  conisidered  as  im- 
possible. But  Ney  rushed  in  anxong^t  them, 
eoatf^ed  one  of  their  weapons,  ^nd  l^d  them  back 
to  the  fire,  which  he  w:as  the^  first  to  renew;  ex- 
poeifig  his  life  like  a^  private  soldier,  with  a  musket 
fas  his  band,  all  when  he  was  neither  husband  nor 
father,  neither  possessed  of  ^f^ealth^  nor  power, 
•nar  consideration:  in  shorty  as  if  he  had  still 
.^very.idMng  tQ  gain,  when  in  fttct  he  had  eveiy 
thing  'to  lose*  At .  the  same  time  that  he  again 
turned  soldier,  he  ceased  not  to  be  a  general ;  hei  took 
,adt«qiBg0^of  tkK  ground^  supportedhimself  against 
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a  height,  and  covered  himself  with  a  paliiaded 
house.  His  generals  and  his  colonels,  flnmong 
whom  he  himself  remarked  Fezenzac,  strennotisly 
seconded  him;  and 'the  enemy,  who  ejected  txt 
pursue,  was  obliged  to  retreat.  i 

By  this  action  Ney  gave  the  army  k  respite  of 
twenty-four  hoars:  it  profited  by  it  to  proceed 
towards  Smolensk.  Hie  next  day,  and  all  the 
succeeding  days,  he  manifested  liie  same  heroimh 
Between  Wiazma  and  Smolensk  he  fought  tea 
whole  days. 


CHAP.  xni. 


On  the  13  th  of  November  he  was  approadiiAg 
that  city,  wliich  he  was  not  to  enter  till  tiie'ensu^ 
ing  day,  and  had  f^ced  about  to  keep  off  tfte 
enemy,  wh&n  all  at  once  the  hills  tkpon  ifi^iieh  he 
intended  tb  support  his  left  were -seen '  do^Wfcd 
with  a  multitude  of  fugitives.  In  thett  firiglx, 
these  unfortunate  wretches  fell  arid  rolled  dofwn 
to  where  he  was,  upon  the  frozen  snow*  wMich 
they  stained  with  their  blood.  A  bafld''bfO«. 
sacks,  which  was  soon  perceived  in  the  inidM  "ftf 
them,  explained  the  reafeon  of  thi*  diffolrdHir. '  ♦he 
astonished  marshal  having  caused  'Hii8^'96d^'^ 
enemies  to  be  dispersed,  discovered  bdllifad^^t  Ae 
army  of  Italy,  retumitrg  quite  iitri^pped*/*witll*i4t 
baggage,  and  without  cannon.  *  *''    »^    1' 

Platof  had  kept  it  besieged,  as  iT^ftipfe,  all  Ufe 
way  from  Dorogobouje.    Near  that'- tt^*ra*RrtWc 
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Siiq^eoe-  hsA  lek  the  lu^b-road,  and  taken  that 
w.hi<d^  two  montha  liefore,  bad  brought  him  from 
Smolensk ; .  but  the  Wop,  which  when  he  crossed 
before  was  a  mere  brook,  aud  had  scarcely  been 
noticed,  he  now  found  a  rivqr*  It  ran  over  a  bed  of 
rand,  and  was  bounded  by  two  steep  banks.  It 
was  found  necessary  to  cut  a  way  in  these  frozen 
btpksy  and  to  give  orders  for  the  demolition,  dur- 
ing the  nighty  of  the  neighbouring  houses,  in  order 
to  build  a  bridge  with  the  materials.  But  those 
who  had  taken  shelter  in  them  opposed  their  de* 
fitruction.  The  Viceroy,  more  beloved  than  feared, 
was  not  obeyed.  The  pontonniers  were  disheart^ 
ened,  and  when  day-light  appeared  with  thci  Cos- 
sacks, the  bridge,  having  been  twice  broken  down> 
was  abandoned. 

Five  or  six  thousand  soldiers  still  in  order,  twice 
the  Diumber  of  disbanded  men,  sick  and  wound- 
ed, upwards  of  a  hundred  pieces  of  cannon,  am<- 
'munition  waggons,  and  a  multitude  of  other  vehi^ 
cles,  lined  the  bank.  They  covered  a  league  of 
ground.  An  attempt  was  made  to  ford  through 
the  ice  carried  along  by  the  torrents  The  first 
gims  that  tried  to  cross  reached  the  opposite 
bank;  but  the  water  kept  rising  every  moment, 
while  at  the  same  time  the  bed  ,oi  the  river  at  the 
ford  was  deepened  by  the  wheels  and  the  efforts 
4tf  the  horses.  A  carriage  stuck  fast ;  others  did 
^tber  mme ;  and  the  stoppage  became  general. 

Meanwhile  the  day  was  advancing;  the  inen 
were  exhaiisting  themselves  in  useless  exertions  : 
huBgier,  cold,  and  the  Cossacks  became  pressing. 
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^aad  rammagiPdf>Te«]E: 
vUon  cm  tM.iKes^ 
their  priy^oAs  fui  tj^eve  superfluiUgsra^d^sBAtc^. 
ing  tt^m  from  the  Go«g«cks,  who  loo)ud<  ca  ^>frt 
distance.  ,:.,;  • 

.  It  was  provisions  of  which  moat  of  them  'W%e 
in,q;ie|t  Tbey  threw  aside  embroidered  olotbeiiM 
pictures,  orD^raeots  of  every  kiod,  and  giU.i 
hjffp:i.p8,  for  ^  feyr  handfuls  of  flour.  Iathe<Etitear!< 
i^git  w^  a  siffgul^,  sight  to  behold  Ute  rich«A4f ; 
Pekis,  Kj^d  Moscov^,  the  luxmies  of  tivoirf^.^tbo  • 
largest  ciM^  ia  th^  vfoxl^,  Jyiqg  sqaUeved.jani/ 
despised  <mU)e9pQwof,the  flef^.  i.:! 

At,  f;he  s^me  time  m<Vt  of  tiie,.wtiU«V3r>!iMifc/r 
spiked  their  guos,  a^d  scattepsd  tbrnf.  |wf4«l:' 
a^V^t.  Other*  laid  a  train  a»  fax^^^  flomftiamr-.- 
muf^itipn  w^^Qs,  which  had  been  1^  4tiH  cm^;  . 
siderable  d^Umce  behind  our  ibt^sg^et^.  TtuQr,: 
waited  till  the  most  e^^  of  i^)ie:lPw$Acks;ihtdK 
cop^e  up  to  thein.  .and  w^d  9  gq^^.^widbieir. 
greedy  .pf  plunder,  hftd  cvl^c^rf,  »b9>4t:  lfc««fe--- 
tli^y  threw  &,  br^d  fmm  a  t^rpvAd  .ivpoik.ib*- 
train.  T^e  4re  ran  a^d  in  a  mpinfto^j^iaifhed  it»  > 
de^ti^ptfon:  the  fvaggo^fwer^trloHiffi  ^§(sp\»r^\ffgilm.^' 
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eMfiMeA,  '^M  ^tii^€tt3ib^<kht1t^  Miirete  not 
kile4*o&  tiie^pot  disperBed  in'dfmnay. 

A  few  hundred  men,  who  welne  still  called  the 
14th  divkiofi^  were  oppo&ed  to  fhede  hordes,  and 
sufficed  to  keep  thtta  ftt  A  dfetunc^  till  the  next 
dfty»  All  Ihe  rest,  sdldiebs,  hbd-combatants, 
ifMymenr  and  children,  sitk  and  ^wonnded,  driven  by 
the  enemy  s  balls,  crowded  the  bank  of  the  torrents 
But,  at  the  sight  of  its  swollen  current,  of  the 
sharp  and  massive  sheets  of  ice  floating  down  it, 
and  the  necessity  of  aggravating  their  already  in- 
tolerable snSerings  from  cold  by  pinnging  into  its 
chilling  waves,  they  all  hesitated. 

An  Italian,  Colonel  Delfknti,  was  obliged  to  set 
the  example  and  cross  first.  The  soldiers  then 
moved  and  the  crowd  followed.  The  weakest, 
the  least  resolute,  or  the  most  avaricious;  staid 
behmd.  Such  as  could  not  fnake  up  their  minds 
to  part  frcmi  tbeir  booty,  and  to  forsake  fortune 
wh^  was  forsaking  thetn,  were  surprized  Ol 
their  hesitation.  Next  day  the  savage  Cdssacks 
wwe  seen  amid  all  this  wealth,  still  covetous*  of 
theeqmlidand  tattered  garments  of  thb wretches^ 
who^  had  become  their  prisoners :  they  stripped 
them,  and  then  collecting  them  in  troops,  drove 
them  along  naked  on  the  snow,  by  hard  blows 
with  the  shaft  of  their  lances. 

The  army  of  Italy,  thus  dismantled^  thoroughly 
soaked  in  the  waters  of  the  Wop,  without  food, 
wishout  lAelter,  passed  the  night  on  the  dnow 
near  a  viBage,  where  its  officers  expected  to  have 
fouBd  lodgioig  ferUiemselves*     Their  soldiers, 
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however^  bes^t  its  wdoden  hotees,  Hiey  ru6bed 
like  madmen  and  in  swarms  on  each  habitations 
profiting  by  the  darkness,  which  pievented  them 
from  recognissing  their  officers  or  being  known  by 
them.  They  tore  down  everything,  doom,  win^ 
dows  and  even  the  wood^work  of  the  roofs^  feei'^ 
ing  little  compunction  to  compel  others,  be  they 
who  they  might,  to  bivouac  like  themselves. 

Their  g^ierals  strove  in  vain  to  drive  them  «ffs 
they  took  their  blows-  without  murmnr  or  oppoft* 
tion,  but  without  desisting ;  and  even  the  men  of 
the  royal  and  ]mx>erial  guards:  for,  througbo«4 
the  whole  army,  such  vrere  the  scenes  that  oe* 
eurred  every  night.  The  unfortunate  fellaws'iie* 
mained  silently  but  actively  engaged  on  the 
wood^i  walls,  which  they  pulled  in  pieces  on 
every  side  at  once,  and  whieh»  after  vain  effofts^ 
their  officers  were  obliged  to  rdinquish  to  tiiem, 
for  fear  they  should  feJi  upon4b^r  own  heada. 
It  was  an  extraordinary  mijiture  of  perseTorancc 
in  their  design,  and  respect  for  the  ang^  €»f  thrar 
generals. 

Having  kindled  good  fires,  they  spent  the  niglit 
in  drying  themselves^  amid  the  shouts,  impreca* 
tions,  and  groans  of  those  who  were  stiil  drossiftg 
the  torrent,  and  who,  slipping  from  its  bai^ 
were  precipitated  into  it  and  drowned^ 

it  is  a  fact  ^hich  reflects  disgrftee  oa -tine 
enemy,  that  during  this  disaster,  and  in*  ^htisf 
BO  rich  a  booty,  a  few  hundred  men,  left  «it  *tite 
distance  of  half  a  league  froih  tlie  Viceroy,  weie 
sufficient  to  curb,  for  twenty  bourse  m^  only  ^ 
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'  It  id  possible^  indeed,  that  the  Hetman  *  made 
dure  of  destroying  the  Viceroy  on  the  follov^ing 
day.  In  fact,  all-  his  itfeasiired  were  so  weH* 
plaimed,  that  at  the  moment  when  the  army  of 
Italy,  after  an  unquiet  and  disorderiy  march,  came 
in  sight  of  Dukhowtchina,  a  town  yet  uriinjured,' 
atfd  was  joyfully  hastening  forward  to  shelter  it- 
self there,  several  thousand  Cossacks  sallied  forth 
from  it  with  cannon,  and  suddenly  stopped  it^ 
progress :  at  the  same  time  Platof,  with  all  hiii^ 
hordes,  came  up  and  attacked  its  rear-guard  and 
both  flanks. 

Several  eye-witnesses  assert  that  a  complete 
tumult  and  disorder  ensued ;  that  the  disbanded 
m0n,  the  worii^n,  and  the  attendaMs,  i^n  ov^  one 
anodter,  and  broke  quite  through  th^  ranks ;  that^ 
in  short,  there  was  a  moment  when  this  unfbrtu-^ 
natearmy  was  but  a  shapeless  mass,  a  mere  rabbit 
tout  whirling  round  and  round;  All  seemied  to  be 
lost ;  but  the  coolness  of  the  Prince  and  the  efforts 
t^  the  officers  saved  all.  The  men  of  the  Stke  dis- 
€«igaged  themselves ;  the  ranks  were  again  form*- 
ed.  They  advanced,  firing  a  few  volleys,  and  the 
enemy,  who  had  every  thing  on  his  side  except- 
ing courage,  the  only  advantage  yet  left  us; 
opisned  and  *  reth^ed,  confining  himself  to  a  mere 
dehionstration.  v 

'  The  army  took  his  place  stilt  warm  in  that 
town,  beyond  whitfh  he  went  to  bivouac,  and  to 
prepare  similar  surprizes  to  the  very  gates  of 
Smolensk.     There  these  hordes  grew  bolder; 
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tfafef  embsed  the  l4<Ji  diviaioD*  Whtti  jPciii^ft 
Bugjese  trould  bate  goael  to  its  reKof^  tbe-meil 
vkt  their  affieen,  atiffdned  witb  &  e<M  of  twenty 
deg<aes»  whidi  the  wiad  reDdered  moet  piereingi 
ecmtliuied  stcetched  oothe  warm  aBhroef  their 
fivea:  To  no  pitrpose  did  he  point  out  to  Uiem 
dfefiir  oomndet  eunDimded^  the  enemy  approedh'* 
lag,  tiie  buUets  end  bidla  vrhich  were  already 
reaobing  them;  they  refiieed  to  riae^  pcoteatjag 
that  4hey  would  rather  perish  than  any  limgar 
have  to  endure  aueb  cruel  haTdahipa.  The  ve^ 
dettes  theoMclTeft  had  abandoned  their  poata. 
Pfince  Eugene  nerertheleas  contrived  to  ai^e 
hb  rear-guard. 

It  wad  in  returning  with  it  towards  Smolensk 
that  his  stragglers  had  been  driven  baek  ini 
Key  s  troops»  to  whom  they  communiqaed  their 
fMBc ; .  all  hurried  together  towards  the  Dniegpier  i 
heM'  tl^ey  crowded  together  at  the  entrance,  of  the 
bcidg^s^  without  thinking  ef  defending  thesMelse^ 
when  a  charge  made  by  the  4th  R^ment  atopf^ 
the  advance  of  the  enemy. 

Its  colonel,  young  Fezenzac,  found  means  to 
relieve  these  men  wiio  were  half  perished  with 
cold.  There,  as  in  every  thing  that  can  be  called 
action,  was  manife^ed  the  superiority  of  the  sen- 
timents  of  the  soul  over  the  sensations  of  the  body ; 
fcr  livery  physical  sensation  tended  to  ^^Mioiuage 
despondency  aad  flight  r.  Nat^e  ftilvj^iit^iW^ 
her  hundred  ;mp6t  ur^^ent  Toieesiij  find  ^ycttt^'f^v 
wetde  of  honour,  were  sui$cieiMt  to  fsrpdueetthe 
most  heroie  dew(e4n«M«  The  .soldiereof  |he 
4th  Reginient  rushed  like  furies  upon  the  enemy, 


against  the  thountain  of  snoW  and'  ide  on  ifriiich  te 
had  taken  posHien,  and  against  the  northera  fapor* 
ficane,  for  they  had  every  thing  against  them.  Key 
himself  was  obliged  to  moderate  their  impetoosity. 
'  A  reproach  from  their  eoIoAd  had  eflboted  tUa 
change;  These  private  soldiers  devoted  tbemK^ 
selves,  that  they  might  not  be  waniisg  to  thedf 
etm  characters,  from  that  instinct  which  re^ 
quires  courage  in  a  man,  as  weU  as  from  faidtdt 
and  the  love  of  glory.  A  splendid  word  for  so 
obscure  a  situation !  For,  what  is  the  glory  o(  A 
common  soldier,  who  perishes  unseen,  who  is 
neitfaer  praised,  censured,  nor  regretted,  hut  by  hik 
own  division  of  a  company !  The  circle  of  eaehy 
however,  is  sufficient  ibr  him :  a  small  society 
embraces  the  same  passions  as  a  large  one. '  The 
proportions  of  the  bodies  difiter;  but  tbey  a/e 
composed  of  the  same  elements ;  *  it  is  the  mnif 
fife  that  animates  them,  and  the  kx^  of  a  phiood 
stimulate  a  soldier,  just  as  thoise  of  •  an  ^rm^  ias^ 
ilame  a  general.  -^ 
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At  length  the  army  again  beheld  Sbolensk ;  it 
approached  the  temi  so  ollen  held  forth  ti^- iis 
Hufferings.  The  soldiers  pointed  it  out  to  ^eaoh 
other.  Tliere  wasr  that  land  of  provnise,  i^teeTe 
their  famine  was  to  fiiid  abnndance,  thbito'^fiiK 


/ ,  • 


tigue  rest ;  where  bivouacs  ia  &  eold  of  'Atioe- 
teen  degveea  would  be  forgottea  in  houses  warmed 
by  good  fires*  There  they  should  enjoy  refreshitig 
sleep  ;  there  they  might  repair  their  apparel ; 
there  they  should  be  furnished  with  new  shoes 
soul  garments  adapted  to  the  climate. 

At  this  sight,  the  corps  of  the  ilUe^  some  sol* 
diers,  and  the  veteran  regiments,  alone  kept  tlieir 
ranks ;  the  rest  ran  forward  with  all  possible 
speed.  Thousands  of  men,  chiefly  unarmed,  co* 
vered  the  two  steep  banks  of  the  Borysthenes: 
they  crowded  in  masses  round  the  lofty  walls  and 
gates  of  the  city ;  but  their  disorderly  multitude^ 
their  haggard  faces,  begrimed  with  dirt  and  smoke, 
their  tattered  uniforms  and  the  grotesque  habi'^ 
Itments  which  they  had  substituted  for  them,  in 
short,  their  strange,  hideous  look,  and  ibeir  eacv 
treme  ardour^  excited  alarm.  It  was  conceived 
that  if  the  irruption  of  this  crowds  maddened  with 
hunger,  were  not  repelled,  a  general  piUage  would 
be  the  consequence,  and  the  gates  were  closed 
against  it. 

It  was  hoped  also  that  by  this  rigour  these 
men  would  be  forced  to  vally.  A  horrid  stniggie 
between  order  and  disorder  then  eommeneed  kk 
the  remnant  of  that  unfortunate  army*  In  vain 
did  some  entreat,  we^p;  conjure,  threaten,  istme 
to  burst  the  gates,  and  drop  down  dead  at  the 
feet  of  their  comrades,  who^had  orders  to  repel 
them ;  they  found  them  inexoraible :  they  wwe 
forced  to  await  the  arrival  of  the  first  tneps,  who 
were  still  officered  and  in  order.  ' 
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TbeM  ^mt»  the  old  and  #  young  guaicl.  It .  ¥Eaa 
BQt  till  aAer\ictrda  that  the  disbanded  men  were 
flowed:  tp  ente^ ;  thisy  and  the  <^er  oorpsk  wbieh 
afrifed  iA-suocessieii^  from  the  8th  to  the  14th, 
l^iie^ed  that  theic  enUry  had  been  delayed  merely 
tp  give  more  rest  and  mMe  proviaionfi  to  thi» 
guard.  Their  sofifenngB  rendered  them  unjast; 
they  execrated  it.  ''Were  they  then  .to.  be  for 
ever  sacrificed  to  this  privileged  clasa»  fellows 
kept  for  mere  parade>  who  were  never  foremost 
but  alb  reviews,  fi^tivities,  and  distributions  ? 
Was  ^  army  always  to  put  up  with  their  lea?- 
k^ ;  and  in  order  to  obtain  them,  was  it  always 
to  wait  till  they  had  glutted  themselves  V!  It  was 
impossible  ;to  tell  them  in  seply,  that  to  attempt 
to  save  all  was  the  way  to  lose,  all ;  that  it  w:as 
necessary  to  keep  at  least  one  corps  entire*  and 
to  give  the  preference  to  that  which  in  the  la^t 
iM^remity  would  be  capable  oC  making  the  moA 
powerful  effort. 

At  ^last»  however,  these  poor  creatures  were  ad- 
mitted into  that  Smolensk  for  which  they  had  so 
urdently  wished ;  they  had  left  the  banks  of  the 
Bwysthenes  strewed  with  the  dying  bodies  of  t2>e 
wesikwt  of  their  number;  itnpatienoe  and  sev^ml 
Jioars'  waiting.had  finished  them.  They  left  others 
€m.  the  icy  steep  whi^  they  had  toelimb  to  reach 
the  upper,  town*  The  rest  ran  to  the  magasines, 
and  tliere  more  of  .them  expired  while  they  beset 
.tbe/doors ;  for  they  were  again  sej^lsed.  ''  Who 
wwe-  they  ?  *  ta  what .  corps  did  they  belong  2  whsjt 
Jbad  they  to  show /or  it?    The  puiveyocs  vere 
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raipoMible  Ibr  Hie  pfopcr  dlMribolkw  of  pnm> 
sioiM.  They  Iwfl'Xirdin  to-deliver  them  to  andKK 
rized  offie^ra,  IviBgfHig  i«ctaiptB  for  which  alone 
they  oeuld  «KdMDgtt>  iki>  nrtMMW  committed  to 
their  care:  aad  those  who  ap|>liediMMl  no  officers, 
norcoald  they'teli^»PlM«etlMAt>t«giliie^<)«ren.'' 
Two  thirds  of  tibe  amy^ J«M«e  in  <Aitf  piediWBtt^rtt^ 

These  wifovtaeiM  men  diipened  i&>dM9>MMeli!7 
havingr  M  tonffer  ^f  ««*»'  »wpe  thaA  tiU^ 
Bat  hotsea'  difiseeied  to  the  ^ety  h&aeM^^eHl^ 
where  deneMd  «  -famiAe ;  the  d^ota  •J<mdoiNlil<> 
dowB'of  the  houses  hod  been  ttft^4fMlesil<<«ttil 
torn  away  tb  4eied  the  watefa^^fiMir?  <tlMS^HMitf 
no  shelter  in  thero,  no  wigter-^tiartctfs  vprttwrftig 
no  wood.  The  sick  and  woofetded  ^t«et«(lelb  w^ 
streets,  in-the 'eatta  which  had  bfeMi|tN^^MMI»^  ill 
was agais^  $twa« sliH the>!feitaUh!gfa-<Mdtii^ tiite 
an  cfMpty  attmeq  it'  w«8  aifleur ; Wyoii(fe<4iiiiMi|f 
deoeilfoi '  rains  f  cotde^  than  ^eii"'«litfi'lbMMi^ 
whvA tiiey bed jdst quitted. .     *      i''-'  «■  •"  i^i-*? 

Then  only  did  these  disorgeni2edqtn$bfAl4iMlP 
their  eeIo«rs;'«faey  rejoined  thethifti^'iiisMlMt* 
in  orde^  to  obtiin  food;  bM  aBthe'iftfeAl  ^HF 
could  be  baked  had  been  diMtfibMsd  z^'Ommirl^ 
no  .siore  biscait,  no^'butiNMf^  meat:*  ^ft^»fl»Bfi< 
dry  vegetaiaes,  and  sj^ta  i««fe'deUi»)kw«^  <Mil  W^ 
them<  It  required  ^  moetr  itreixaiMa*iffbHi^ 
prevent  the  detachnieMs  of  ttie  ^MBnitt§^'<tel|tk> 
irom  morderiBfg  one>  andth^^at 'cfli«F  db^^ 
the  migaaines:  and  wheii^"aftaf  «hi|^-  IhMitttittif 
their  wretched  fare  was  delirered  tJ^'ttHiil  itt0i 
soldiers  i^sed  te  scarry  k  to^ihrtf^ftiMtt : 

•!       1!    / 
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^tbey'iui4i^fwf^*t.  V»f^  MAe  m^Mtke  wan 

iikiiu^  tl)a|/a^  BnwkMtii  wv^dk  ttl0  armyt 
tetliC^!Mdo4i  M4heit«r»o€ito^iia»i!io9it  mudEod 
9iljiy )  4Ng  -  oonlnMwynieo t  .  loespBesMble'  bard- 
^Inpi  «w{iited  ua:  we  had  yei  ta.itiw^b^nrliff 
^i^9  under  that  yok^'  of  iron^ .  Sooie^  fdite9d)ft 
QK6iloa4«d withpraienrt mifieriea^  wnlcru^c^t^ 
^larnnwgl  f^P^t  a£  those  wbtch*  *wttUe4  >  thMii* 
^ikhers  ^r^volted  agaiu^  their  demiiiijfr;  th^y  ht4* 
Vj^tlwi^fto.wky  Qu.huk  theisiaeliiiasi  aAd  they  re- 
4Plr«i  tptive.at  any  rate.  •    .      ;> 

)  f  Hepoefprwaijdi. .  aceordiDg  aa  they  ^^ad  tb^nh 
%ltorm  the  atteager  or  the  weaker^sUiey  plundered/ 
4lWudyi««.cipiapaiuoo^  by  violeaee  op  atealtb,  af 
tiiairtiAubai$tqa«af  theii  garmeuta^  «Mf  eKreii  tji0 
gold  with  which  they  .bad  .filled  their  Iwapsa^k^ 
i|l9t#aji .  ^(  ipravia^ona.  Tbeae  wrt|sba%  »y)i9m 
^tPyjMffad  f0Ba4a.jrebber&^  theu^eMT.aMfay  t^ieik^. 
4MIIi  Uf^  awe«iUi6ir  ia^^mous  boony^  profiting  b;^ 
^lia^vflWWfyLl,  p09ditioQ»*  aa  obscuae  name,  a  uair. 
fjWWPO  IfPg^v  diatiaguisbabley  and  night,  iaabprt^. 
Iiy  i^^fciad^iOf  .obsi^iitiea)  fave^  <lo  qo^. 

<i^iq^W>d.gBU>t* .  If  W4>vks.  already  published  .^ad- 
i)ft^.- <ss^siig^nitf4  tl^e^e  botrwa^  i  ahoaid  baw: 
inW94  w  G4l«^  difguatiag;  lerthasflri 

»#ftfj|*«^iij|ei»«<i«ft^^»nd  jeatil*  waailealt  *fhUia 

9(lMf JB^veWHTrl^naveil  on  ^^  ^b-of  J^^vafalm 
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amid  this  scene  of  desolatioik  He  shut 
up  in  one  of  the  houses  in  the  ne w  aqnave^ .  and 
never  quitted  it  till  the  14th,  to  continue  his  le- 
treat.  He  reckoned  upon  fifteen  days'  provisiont 
and  forage  for  an  army  of  ooe  hundred  thousand 
men ;  there  was  not  more  than  hslf  the  quantity 
of  flour,  rice»  and  ^pinls,  and  no  meat  at  all.  Cries 
of  rage  were  set  up  against  one  of  the  perscs^  ap- 
pointed to  provide  these  supplies.  The  cammis-' 
sary  saved  his  life  only  fay  crawling  .for  a  ioBg 
time  on  his  knees  at  the  ieet  of  Napolecm.  Pri^ 
bably  the  reasons  which  he  assigned  did  more  fyt 
him  than  his  supplications* 

''  When  be  arrived,*'  he  said,  **  bands  of  strag^ 
glersi  whom,  when  advancing,  the  army  left  behiod 
it,  had,  as  it  were,  involved  Smolensk  in  terrcir 
and  destruction^  The  men  died  there  of  ha^fer 
as  upon  the  road.  When  some  degree  of  onder 
had  been  restored^  the  Jews  alone  bad  at  fiiBft  off 
fered  to  furnish  ^he  necessary  provisions.  Morf 
generous  motives  subsequently  enga^^  the  jpd 
of  soin^  Lithuanian  noblemen.  At  I«ngth  dhe 
head  of  iong  convoys  of  {M*ovisionS:  coUepted  jip 
Germany  appeared.  These  carnages,  whii^had 
traversed  the  sands  of  lithuania,  broughtmornGfle 
than  two  hundred  quintals  of  flour  and  rfce^ifaf^ 
veral  hundred  Qermaa  and  Italian  l^uUfa^cka/ h^ 
also  arrived  with  ^m.  .         .    ..    ^     .;..... 

*'  IMLean^v^ile  the  ?iCGfim»\^on.ifl.^4,ik^4i(^ 
in  the  houses,  courts,  aud  gar defMf ^<  a)^]i  tii^^m- 
wholesome  effluviar  infected  the  air.t«  "Pbaidhead 
were  killing  the  living..    The  civU^oflicpr^'.a^ifrell 
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M  many  of  the  military  were  attacked :  some  had 
become  to  all  appearance  idiots,  weeping  or  fix- 
ing their  hollow  eyes  stedfastly  ob  the  ground. 
There  were  some  whose  bait  had  become  stiff, 
erect,  and  twisted  into  ropes,  and  who,  amidst  a 
torrent  of  Masphetnies,  a  horrid  convnlsion,  or  a 
still  moi'e  horrid  laugh,  had  dropped  down  dead. 

'^  At' the  same  time  it  had  been  fonnd  necessary 
to  kin  without  delay  the  greatest  part  of  the 
oatt!e  brought  from  "Germany  and  Italy.  These 
animals  would  neither  walk  any  fkrdier  nor  eat. 
Their  eyes,  sunk  in  their  mekets,  vnere  dull  and 
motionless.  They  were  killed  without  seeking  to 
aroid  the  fatal  blow.  Other  misfortunes  followed: 
several  convoys  were  intercepted,  magazhies 
takien,  and  a  drove  of  eight  hundred  oxen  had 
Just  been  carried  off  from  Krasnoe:"  '  '^ 

This  man  added,  th&t  '^^  regard  jtoght  also  to  be 
had  to  the  great  qtianlity  6f  detachments  which 
liad  passed  through  Smolen^ ;  to' the  stay  which 
Marshal  Yictof,  twenty <^ergbt  thousand  men,'khd 
about  fifteen  thousand  sick, 'had  mad^  there;  to 
<he  mttUitude  of  posts  and  marauders  whom  the 
kMurrectibn  and  the  approach  tit  the  enemy  had 
dHven  back  into  I3ie  city.  All  had'  subsisted 
ittpota  (he  nkagazines ;  it  had  been  necessary  to 
dteKv'er  out  nearf^  sixty  thousand  ratidtisper  day; 
and  lastly,  provisions  and  cattle  had  beieln  sent 
-fbrward  towardi^  Moscow  as  ftr  as  Mojaisk,  and 
tiiwards  Kalouga  as  &r  as  Elhia."" 
-  Many  of  Hiese  aRegations  were  well  founded. 
A  t!hain  of  other  niagasQnes4iad  been  formed  from 

n2 
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Smbtenak  to  Minsk  and  Wilna* '  These  two  towns 
were  in  a  Btiil  greater  degree  than  Smolensk 
centres  of  provisioning,  of  which  the  fortresses  of 
the  Vistula,  formed  the  first  line.  The  total  quan* 
tity  of  provisions  distributed  orer  this  space  was 
incalculable;  the  efforts  for  transporting  them 
thither  gigantic,  and  the  rnegsult  little  better  than 
none*    Tbey  were  insufficient  in  that  immensity. 

Thus  great  expeditions  are  crushed  Hy  their  own 
weight.  Huttian  limits  had  been  surpassed.  The 
genius  of  Napoleon^  in  attempting  to  soar  above 
time,  climate,  and  distances,  had,  as  it  were,  lost 
itself  in  space :  great  as  was  its  measure,  it  had 
been  beyond  it. 

For  the  rest,  he  was  pasiMonate,  because  he 
could  not  help  it.  He  had  not  deceived  himself 
in  regard  to  the  inadequacy  of  his  supplies.  Al^t^ 
ander  alone  ha^  deceived  him*  Accustomed  to 
triumph  over  every  thing  by  the  terror  of  hifir 
name,  and  the  astonishment  produced  by  his' 
boldness^  he  had  venttired  his  army,  hiiad^elf,  hti 
fortune,  his  all;  on  a  first  movement  of  'M^tam-^ 
der's.  fie  was  stiH  the  same  man  as  ki  Bgypt,  at 
Marengo,  Vim,  and  Esslmgen ;  it  was  Pefdinaot 
Cortes ;  it  Was  the  Maoedonim  burning  his  «Mpsi 
and  above  all  solicitous,  in  spite  of  his  ttoops^  t» 
penetnate  stiUiferther  into  unloiown  A«iia ;  'fisaify, 
it:  was'OsBi^ar  risking  his-  whole  fortune  in  a  €ragite' 
bark. 


•  •      •    »-   1% 
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CHAP.  I. 

The  rarprise  of  Vinkowo*  however,  and  the 
unexpected  attack  of  Kutusof  m  front  of  Moscow 
were  only  the  Bparks  of  a  great  conflagration. 
On  the  Mine  day,  at  the  same  hour^  the  whole  of 
Russia  had  resymed  the  pffensire*  The  general 
plan  of  the  Russians  was  at  once  developed.  The 
inapeotion  of  the  map  became  truly  alarming. 

On  the  18tk  of  October,  at  the  very  moment 
diat  the  cannon  of  Kutusof  wtere  destroying  Na- 
poleon's illusions  of  glory  and  of  peace,  Wittgen- 
stein^ at  one  hundred  leagues  in  the  rear  of  his 
left  wing,  had  thrown  himself  upon  Polotsk  ; 
Tcbitchdcof,  behind  his  viglrt,  atvd  two  hundred 
leagues;  farther  off,  had  taken  advantage  of  his 
sopenority  over  Schwartzemberg ;  and  both  of 
them,  onedesceiidiiig  from  the  nortbi  and  the 
oUier  aaeendiDg  f wm  tbe  south,  were  endeavour- 
ing to  unite  their  forces  at  Boriaof.   • 

This  was  the  most  difficult  passage  in  our  re- 
tMity  and  botik  these  hofeitile  armies  were  already 
close  to  it»  at  the  time  that  Napoleon  was  at  the 
distance  of  twelve  days'  journey,  with  the  winter, 
iamine,  and  the  grand  Russian  army  between 
them. 

At  Smolensk  it  v^ras  only  suspected  that  Minsk 


was  in  danger ;  1]ie  ofllcers  who  were  present  at 
the  loss  of  Polotsk  gave  the  following  details  re- 
specting it : — 

Ever  since  the  engagement  of  the  1 8th  of  Au- 
gust, which  raised  Saint  Cyr  to  the  dignity  of  a 
marshal,  that  general  had  remained  on  the  Rus- 
sian bank  of  the  Diina,  in  possession  of  Polotd^, 
and  of  an  entrenched  camp  in  front  of  its  walls. 
This  camp  showed  how  easy  it  would  hav^  been 
for  the  whole  army  to  have  taken  up  its  winter 
quarters  on  the  frontiers  of  lithuania.  Its  bar- 
racks, constructed  by  our  soldiers,  were  more  spa- 
cious than  the  houses  of  the  Russian  peasantry, 
and  equally  warm :  they  were  beautiful  military 
villages,  properly  entrenched,  and  equally  wdl 
protected  from  the  winter  and  from  the  enemy. 

For  two  months  the  two  armies  carried  on 
merely  a  war  of  partisans.  With  the  French  its 
object  was  to  extend  themselves  throngh  the 
country  in  search  of  provisions ;  on  the  part  of 
the  Russians,  to  strip  them  of  what  they  found. 
A  war  of  this  Bort  was*  entirely  in  favour  of  the 
Russians,  as  our  people,  being  ignorant  of  the 
Country  as  weU  as  of  the  language,  even  of  the 
names  of  the  places  where  they  attempted  to 
enter,  were  incessantly  betrayed  by  the* Inhabi- 
tants, andesven  by  their  guides.  •  ^     .. 

In  consequence  of  these  checks^  atid  of  hmger, 
and  disease,  the  strength  ^  Saint  Oyi^sanay  was 
diminished  one  half,  Virfaile  that  0f  WiltgQottttin 
bad  been  more  than  doubled  by  tfa*  tsnifidiof  ne- 
cruits.  By  the  middle  of  October/  the*  Rossian 
army  at  that  point  amounted  to  fifty-two  thou- 
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Aft^d  men,  mbajie  <mn  was  .only  seventeen  thou- 
saodi  bx  tUs  QumbcfT,iAi|st  be  included  the  6th 
corps,  or  the  Bavarians,  reduced  from  twenty-two 
^uaand  to  eighteen  hundred  men,  and  two 
thausand  cavalry.  The  latter  were  then  absent ; 
Sfint  Cyc  being  withQut  forage,  and  uneasy  re- 
q[>ectiiig  the  attempts  of  tlie  enemy  upon  his 
flanks^  had  sent  them  to  a  considerable  distance 
op  the  river,  with  orders  to  return  by  the  left 
bank,  in  order  to  procure  subsistence  and  to 
gain  intelUgQDfcce. 

For  this  marshal  was  afraid  of  having  his  right 
^nied  by  Wittgenstein  and  his  left  by  Steingell, 
who  .was  advancing  at  the  head  of  two  divisions 
of  the  araiy  of  Finland,  which  had  recently  arrived 
at  Rig^«'  Saint  Cyr  had  sent  a  very  pressing 
letter  to  Macdonald,  requesting  hipi  to  use  his 

.^orts  to  stop  the  march  of  these  Russians, 
initio  would  have  tq  pass  his.  army,  and  to  send 
hiioa  a  reinforcement  of  fifteen  thousand  men;  or 
i£  Mfi  would  not  do  th^t,  to  cqme  .himself .  with 
nvcoours  lo  that  amount,,  apd'  take  the  cpmw^nd 
over  hii>»»  In  the  same  letter  be  also  submitted 
po  Macdonald  all  his  plans  of  attack  and  de^fence. 
But  Macdonald  did  not  feel  himiself  authorized  to 
oper^jte  ao  important  a  n^oveme^t  without  orders. 
He  distrusted  Yorck,  whqmhe  peibaps  suspeoted 
of  an  intention  of  jettiag  liie  {Uissians  get  pos* 
MSflpoor^f  kis  besifging  actiU^ery.    His  ref^y  was 

.  tittt '.be j«l«st  .first  Off  all  think  of  def^d^ng  ^jUbiat, 
«id  remamed  stationary. 
.'Id  this^  state  of  affairs,  the  Russians  became 
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daily  more  and  more  emboMened ;  aad  finall  jr» 
on  the  17th  of  October,  the  ont-posts  of  Saint 
Cyr  were  driven  into  his  camp,  and  Wittgenstein 
possessed  himself  of  all  die  outlets  of  the  woods 
which  surround  Polotsk.  He  threatened  us  with 
a  battle,  which  he  did  not  believe  we  would  yen* 
ture  to  accept. 

The  Frexich  marshal,  witliout  orders  from  his 
Emperor,  had  been  too  late  in  his  determination 
to  entrench  himself.  His  works  were  only'maiked 
oqt  as  much  as  was  necessary,  (not  to  cover  their 
defenders,  but)  to  point  out  tide  place  where  thieir 
efforts  would  be  principally  required.  Their  left, 
resting  on  the  Biina,  and  defended  by  batteries 
placed  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  was  the 
strongest*  Their  right  was  weak.  The  Polota, 
a  stream  which  flows  into  the  Diina,  separated 
them. 

Wittgenstein  sent  Yacthwil  to  threaten  the 
least  accessible  side,  and  on  the  18th  be  ad« 
vanced  himself  against  the  other;  at  fifcft  with 
some  rashness,  for  two  French  squadrons,  the 
only  ones  which  Saint  Cyr  had  retained,  over^^ 
threw  his  column  in  advance,  took  its*  artfliery, 
and  made  himself  prisoner,  it  is  said,  without 
be»g  aware  of  it ;  so  that  they  abandoned  this 
general-in-chief,  as  an  insignificant  prize,  wiiea 
they  were  forced  by  numbers  to  retreat- 
Rushing  from  their  woods,  the  Bkussiaat  thai 
exhibited  their  whole  force,  and  attaeiced  Saiitt 
Cyr  in  the  moi^t  furious  manner.  In*  one  of  the 
fir^t  discbarges  bf  nuidketry,  the  manual  was 
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hit  by  a  ball.  He  remained,  however,  in  the 
midst  of  the  troops,  but  being  unable  to  support 
himself,  was  obliged  to  be  carried  about.  Witt- 
genstein's determination  to  carry  this  point  lasted 
^diile  it  was  day-light.  The  redoubts,  which 
were  defended  by  Maisons,  were  taken  and  re* 
taken  seven  times.  Seven  times  did  Wittgenstein 
believe  himself  the  conqueror ;  Saint  Gyr  finally 
wore  him  out.  Legrand  and  Maisons  remained 
in  possession  of  the  entrenchments,  which  flowed 
with  the  blood  of  the  Russians.  But  while  on 
the  right  the  victory  appeared  completely  gained, 
on  the  left  every  thing  seemed  to  be  lost :  the 
eagerness  of  the  Swiss  and  the  Groats  was  the 
cause  of  this  reverse.  Their  rivalry  had  up  to  that 
period  wanted  an  opportunity  of  showing  itself. 
From  a  too  great  anxiety  to  show  themselves 
worthy  of  belonging  to  the  grand  army,  they 
acted  rashly.  Having  been  placed  carelessly  in 
front  of  their  position,  in  order  to  draw  dti  Yte- 
thwil,  they  had,  mstead  of  abandoniagthe  ground 
which  had  been  prepared  for  his  destruction,  rush^ 
ed  forward  to  meet  his  masses,  and  were  over- 
whelmed by  numbers.  The  ftenoh  artillery, 
beiDg  prevented  from  firing  on  this  medle^;b^ 
came  useless,  and  our  alliM  were  driven  bac^  bato 
Piriotsk. 

It  was  then  that  the  batterieir  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Diina  discovered,  and  were  able  td  6om- 
mence  firing  on  the  enemy,  but  iMteiad  of  arrest- 
ing, they  only  quickened  his  march,  as,  in  order 
tO'  -avoid  that  fire,  they  threw  themselves  with 
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great  rapidity  ioto*  ike  xbtim  of  Aa^^Ptohrta^  Jiy 
which  they  wame  about  to  penetrate^  wto  the  tern, 
when  throe  caaiioii>  whk^  werb  hasttty*  dAreotsd 
against  the  head  oCthdrieelQam^iud  a  last  attack 
of  the  S  wiM,  aiicoecMied  in  chiYiag  them  hack*  JLt 
6'Vie.o'cledc  the  afiair  tenninttted;  the  Bxisaiaiis 
retreated oa aU  aides  inte  tteir^wooda,  andfim- 
teen,  thovsand  men  iiad  beofrfifty  thousand. 

The  night  wtoh  foUowed  was  peiiecdy  taa* 
quiU  eren  to  Saint  Cyr.  His  cavafary  braaght 
him  wxong  intelligence ;  they  assured  him  that  lo 
enemy  had  passed  the  Biina  diher  above  or 
belo^RT  his  position :  this  was  incorrect,  as  Stiem- 
gell  and  thirteen  thousand  Russiana.had  cmswi 
the  riTeor  at  Drisaa^  and  gooie  tip  on  the  Jeft  bank, 
iw^ith  the  object  of  taking  the  marshal  in  tiie  sear, 
and  shuttiDg  hiln  up  in  Polotsk,  between  them, 
the  Di^a,  and  Wittgenstein. 
I  The  morning  of  the  19tb  exhibited  tiie  lajHer 
under  arms,  aad  making  every  diepoeition.foraa 
attack,  the  mgnal  for  which  he  appeared  to:  he 
afraid  of  giviag.  Saint  Gyn  howevet,  wab  nM'to 
be  deceived  by.  these  appearances  i  he  wav^atis- 
Aed  that  it  was  net.  h^  Mbks  entroachments 
which  kept  back  ^an  ^enterprisaig  aod  neoatnnis 
enemy,  but  that  he  was  ^doabttees;  ^<tfktia|pitire 
efiect  of  some  manoeuvre,  the  signal  ofraomerna- 
portant  opefatioB,  whsdi  eenldo  only/bei^effseted 
in'hiB  rear*  .  j  .  L  -^r.  c*:-  Mil  •  il. » 

In  fact,  about  ten  o  clock*  in  itiifTmMlimgt^aii 
aidsKle-camp  eaa»ejn  0i)lgdtltip  ficioibr/ilheMther 
side  of  the  riven  with  the  tiDteHigeBoe^thataDO- 
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ther  hostile  army,  that  of  Steingell,  was  amrehing 
rapidly  along  the  Lithuanian  side  of  the  lirer, 
and  that  it  had  defeated  the  French  cavalry.  He 
required  immediate  assistance,  without  wfaidi 
this  fresh  army  would  speedily  get  in  the  rear  of 
•the  camp  and  surround  it.  ^  The  i^ws  of  this 
engagement  soon  reached  the  army  of  Wittgesk- 
stein,  where  it  excited  the  greatest  joy,  while  it 
carried  dismay  into  the  French  camp.  Their 
position  became  dreadftiUy  criticaL  Let  any  one 
figure  to  himself  these  brave  fellows,  hemmed  in, 
against  a  wooden  tovni,  by  a  force  of  treble  th^r 
number,  with  a  great  river  behind  them,  and  no' 
etbtt  means  of  retreat  but  a  bridge,  the  passage 
frinn  which  was  threatened  by  another  army. 

it  was  in  vain  that  Saint  Cyr  then  weakened  his 
fiMTce  by  three  regiments,  which  he  despaibehed  to 
the  other  side  to  meet  Steingell,  aiid  whose  mardi 
te  ooxitri ved  to  cenceol  from  Wittgenstein's  obser- 
vation; Every  moment  the  noise  jof  the  farmer's 
artillery  was  approaching  nearer  and  nearer  to 
Peiotsk.  The  batteries,  which  from  the  leftakfe 
|ifoteolid  the  Fraieb  camip;  were  now  tuned 
roQod, ' ready  to  fire  upon  this-new  enemy.  At 
s^fatof  this,  loud  shouts  of  joy  burit  outfrom  the 
whole  of  Wittgeusteh's  tise ; '  bat  tfiat  officer  still 
Mmained  immoveable.  To  nMke  him  begin  it  was 
not  menly'tieeeBi»ry  (jbtt  he  should  AMrStek^- 
gdl ;  he  seemed  absolutely  determined  to  jw  him 
make  his  appearance;  < 

Meaa white,  9II  Saint  Cyvs  generals,  in  oanster- 
intion,  were  eunrounding  him,  and  urgmg  him  to 
order  a  retreat,  which  would  soon  become  impos- 
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sible.  Sakt  Cyr  refused;  conviated  Hutt -.  tlib 
60,000  Ritssians  before  hke  under  ams  cmly 
waited  for  hisfirst  retrograde  luoyeme&t  to  pounce 
upon  hini^'  he  remained  iniiiofTbaUei  availing  fauur 
self  of  'their  unacoeuntable  ineetioii^  and  etitt 
flattenng  hinaeelf  that  night  would  comef  on  be- 
fore Steingell  eoald  make  Im  appearance. 

He  has  sinee  confessed^  that  never  in  hie  tife 
was  his  mind  in  euch  a  stiUe  of  aspttation*  A 
thousand  times,  in  the  course  of  these  tluree  hems 
of  suspense,  he  was  seen  locking  at  his  ^ratc&aDd 
at  the  suny  as  if  be  ccnild  hasten  his  setting* 

Atlast,  when  Steingell  was  within  half  mifaobr'a 
march  of  Polotsk,  when  he  had  only  to  make  a 
few  efforts  to  appear  in  the  plain^  to  reach,  the 
bridge  t)f  the  town,  and  shut  out  Saint  Gytfirom 
the  ooly  outlet  by  which  he  oeold  escape  frow 
Wittgenstem,  he  halted.  Seen  aftear,  a  thick  fog, 
which  the  Fiench  looked  upon  aaaa  mttf  poeifiioa 
from  heaven,  preceded  ti^e  approadi  of  night>  aad 
shut  out  the  three  amies  from  the  eight  of  each* 
other.  .  I    •   w 

Saint  C!yr  only  waited  for  that  moment  His 
namefouB  artillery  had  already  silently  creased 
the  river,  his  divisions  were  about  to  follow  it  wtA 
conceal  their  retreat,  when  Legrand,  either  from 
custom,  or  regret  at  abandoning  his  camp  ua* 
touched  to  the  eneity,  set  fire  to  it;  the  oth^ 
two  divisims,  £a»oyi^  that  this  waa  a  sjgiial 
agreed  upon,  followed  his  example^  ^  in  an.ia*' 
stent  ^e  whole  line;  was  in  a  blaze* 

This  fire  discloeed  their  movement;  the  whole 
of  Wittgenstein's   batteries  immediately  began 
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their  fife;  hk'  colunn^  rashdd  lMPward>  bi« 
ahdlb  s€N:  fire  to  the  -town;  the  French  troops 
were  obliged  to  odntend  eyery  inc^  of  ground 
with  the  flamei&f  the  fire  throwing  Kght  on  the 
engagement  the  same  as  broad  day^Iight.  The 
retreat,  however,  was  efibcted  in  goeEd  ocder ;  on 
both  sides  the  loss  was  great,  but  it  wasnot^intil 
tiiree  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  l^th  of  Oc- 
tober that  the  Russian  eagle  regained  possession 
ef  Polotsk. 

As  good  luck  would  have  it,  Steingell  slept 
soundly  at  the  noiee  of  this  battle,  although  he 
miglkt  have  heard  even  the  shouts  of  the  Russian 
aiilitia*  He  seconded  the  attack  of  Wittgeabteia 
chsffing  that  night  as  little  as  Wittgenstein  had 
seconded  his  the  day  before.  It  was  not  until 
Wittgenstein  had  finished  on  tiie  right  side,  that  the 
bridge  of  Polotsk  was  broken  down,  and  Saint  Cyr/ 
^itik  s3I.  his  foree  on  the  left  bank,  and  then  fully 
aMe  to  oope  with  Steingell,  that  the  latter  began 
to  put- himself  in  motion.  But  De  Wiede^  ynth 
6,000  French,  surprised  him  in  his  first  mmen 
ment,  beat  him  back  several  leagues  into  the 
vtoods  which  he  had  quitted,  and  took  or  kiUad 
2^,000  of  his  men^ 


Tifose  three  days  wene  days  of  glory.  Wittgen^ 
stein  was  repulsed,  SteingelF  defeated,  ^Vcli  lieav 
thousand  Russians,  with  six  generals,  killed  or  'put 
lM*x  du  comb^a.    But  Saint  Oyr  wa&Votodedy  the 


(    190     ) 

ofienri^e  was  lost,  confidence,  joy,  and  plenty 
reigned  in  the  enemy's  corps,  sadness  and  scarcity 
in  ours ;  it  was  necessary  to  fall  back.  The  army 
required  a  commander :  De  Wrede  aspired  to  be 
so,  but  the  French  generals  refused  even  to  enter 
into  concert  with  that  officer,  from  a  knowledge  of 
his  character,  and  a  belief  that  it  wa^  impossible 
to  go  on  harmoniously  with  him.  Amidst  their 
jarring  pretensions  Saint  Cyr,  although  wounded, 
was  obliged  to  retain  the  command  of  these  two 
corps. 

Immediately  after,  he  gave  orders  to  retreat  on 
Sm<^antzy  by  all  the  roads  leading  to  that  place* 
He  himself  kept  in  the  centre,  regulating  the 
march  of  the  different  columns  by  that  of  each 
other.  This  was  a  mode  oi  retreat  comptefely 
contrary  to  that  which  Napoleon  bad  just  iU^ 
lowed. 

Saint  Cyr  s  object  was  to  find  more  proiiteionii 
to  march  with  greater  freedom,  and  more  concert; 
in  short,  to  avoid  that  confusion  which  is  so'com* 
mon  in  the  march  of  numerous  cohimns,  when 
troops,  artillery,  and  baggage  are  crowded  ti^ 
g^er  on  one  road.  He  completely  'succeede4v 
Ten  thousand  French,  Swiss,  and  Croiits^  with 
fifty  thousand  Russians  at  their  heels,  retire 
slowly  in  four  columns,  withoiiit  aitowing  thetii* 
selves  to  be  broken,  and  kept  Wiftgeni^tein  4nd 
Steis^eU  from  adTnnciiigmorethtfn  tteeettwdfck 
in  eight  dajFK*  ^  - 

By  retreating  in  this  maimet  toward^^  Afe^  soutH 
he  cpveVed  the  rtgirt  flank  of  i3ie  rodcdTuMnOfcha 
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to  Bteiz6f,.by  which  the  Jahnperof  was  retumiii^ 
from  Moscow^  One  eohimn  only,  that  of  the  left; 
met  with  a  check.  It  was  that  of  De  Wrede  *and 
hiB  fifteen  hundred  Bavarians,  augmented  with  a 
brigade  of  French  cavalry,  which  he  retained 
with  hkn  in  spite  of  Saint  Cyr's  orders.  He 
marched  at  his  own  pleasure ;  his  wounded  pride 
wovld  no  IcMiger  suffer  bim  to  yield  obedience  to 
orders ;  but  it  cost  him  the  whole  of  his  bs^gage. 
Afterwards,  und^  pretence  of  better  serving  th€l 
common  cause  by  covering  the  line  of  operations 
from  WBna  to  Witepsk,  which  the*  I^peror  had 
abandoned,  he  separated  himself  from  the  second 
corps,  retreated  by  Kiubokoe  on  Vileika,  and 
made  himself  useless* 

The  discontent  of  De  Wrede  had  existed  ever 
since  the  19th  of  August.  He  fancied  that  he 
had  contributed  so  great  a  part  to  the  victory  of 
the  18th,  that  he  thought  it  was  made  too  little  of 
in  ^  report  of  the  following  day*  This  leeling 
had  rankled  in  his  mind,  and  was  inoreased  by 
repeated  complaints,  and  by  the  instigation  of  a 
brothetr,  who  was  serving  in  the  Austrian  armyi 
Added  to  thiSi  it  was  believed,  that  at  the  last 
period  of  tbe  retreat,  the  Saxon  general^  ThteP 
malm,  bad  drawn  him  into  his  plans  for  the  Ube^^ 
ration  of  Gremiany. 

This  defeotion  was  scarcely  felt  at  the  time; 
Tbe  Duke  of  Belluoo,  with  twenty-five  thousand 
men,  hastened  from  Smolensko,  and  on  the  31st  of 
October  effected  a  junction  with  Saint  Cyr  in  front 
of  J$<»olJiintty,  at  Che  very  mottient  diat  Wittgen- 
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siditt,  ignorant  of  this  junction,  and  relying^  oqi  his 
superior  strength,  had  crossed  the  Lukolmlia,  im- 
prudently engaged  himself  in  defiles  at  his  rear, 
and  attacked  our  out-posts.  It  only  required  a 
simultaneous  effort  of  the  two  French  corps  to  have 
destroyed  his  army  completely.  The  generals  and 
soldiers  of  the  second  corps  were  ^ummg  with 
ardoun  But  at  the  moment  that  victory  was  in 
their  hearts,  and  when,  believing  it  before  their 
eyes,  they  were  waiting  for  the  signal  to  ^^gage, 
Victor  gave  orders  to  retreat. 

Whether  this  prudence,  which  was  then  con- 
sidered unseasonable,  arose  from  his  unacquaint- 
ance  with  a  country,  which  he  then  saw  for  the 
first  time,  or  from  his  distrust  of  soldiers  whom 
he  had  not  yet  tried,  we  know  not  It  is  possible 
that  he  did  not  feel  himself  justified  in  risking 
a  battle,  the  loss  of  which  would  certainly 
have  involved  that  of  the  grand  army  and  its 
leader. 

After  falling  back  behind  the  Lukohnlia,  and 
keeping  on  the  defensive  the  whole  of  the  day, 
he  took  advantage  of  the  night  to  gain  Sienno. 
The  Russian  general  then  became  sensible  of  the 
peril  of  his  position ;  it  was  so  critical,  that  he 
only  took  advantage  of  our  retrograde  movement, 
and  the  discouragement  which  it  occasioned,  to 
effect  his  retreat 

The  officers  who  gave  us  these  details  added, 
^at  ever  since  that  time  Wittgenstein  seemed  to 
think  of  nothing  but  retaking  Witepsk  and  keq^. 
ing  on  the  defensive.    He  probably  thought  it 
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too  rash  to  turn  thie  Berezina  at  its  sources,  in 
order  to  join  Tchitcbakof ;  for  a  vagne  rumour 
had  already  reached  us  of  the  march  of  this  army, 
from  the  south  upon  Minsk  and  Borizof^  and  of 
the  defection  of  Schwartzemberg* 

It  was  at  Mikalewska,  on  the  6th  of  November, 
that  unfortunate  day  when  he  had  just  received, 
information  of  Mallet's  conspiracy,  that  Napoleon 
was  informed  of  the  junction  of  the  second  and. 
the  ninth  corps,  and  of  the  unfortunate  engage- 
ment at  Czazniki*  Irritated  at  the  intelligence, 
he  sent  orders  to  the  Duke  of  Belluno  immedi^ 
ately  to  drive  Wittgenstein  behind  the  Diina,  as, 
die  safety  of  the  army  depended  upon  it.  He  did 
not  conceal  from  the  marshal  that  he  had  arrived 
at  Smolensk  with  an  army  harassed  to  death  and 
his  cavalry  entirely  dismounted. 

Hius,  therefore,  the  days  of  good  fortune  were 
passed^  and  from  all  quarters  nothing  but  disas*. 
trous  intelligence  arrived.  On  one  side  Polotsk, 
llie  Diina^  aad  Witepsk  lost,  and  Wittgenstein 
within  four  days  march  of  Borizof ;  on  the  other, 
towards  Elnia,  Baraguay  d'  HiUiers  defeated. 
That  general  had  allowed  the  enemy  to  cut  off  die. 
brigade  o(  Augereau,  and  to  take  the  magazines^ 
add  the  Blni«  road»  by  the  possession  of  which, 
Kitttuf  was  now  enabled  to  anticipate  us  at 
Krasnoe,  as  he  had  done  at  WiasQna. 

iU'the  same  time,  at  one  hundred  leagues  in 
wiNWoat  of  tts,  Scbwartzeiftberg  informed  the  Em.^. 
ptfpWf  that  he. was  covering  Warsaw;  in  other 

V6U  ti.  .      o 
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words,  that  he  had  uncovered  Minsk  and  Borizof, 
the  magazine,  and  the  retreat  of  the  grand  army, 
and  that  probably  the  Emperor  of  Austria  would 
deliver  up  his  son-in-law  to  Russia. 

At  the  same  moment,  in  our  rear  and  our  centfe. 
Prince  Eugene  was  conquered  by  the  Wop ;  the 
draught-horses  which  had  been  waiting  for  us  at 
Smolensk  were  devoured  by  the  soldiers ;  those 
of  Mortier  carried  off  in  a  forage ;  the  cattle  at 
KrasnoS  captured ;  the  army  exhibiting  frightful 
symptoms  of  disease ;  and  at  Paris  the  period  of 
conspiracies  appeared  to  have  returned ;  in  i^ort, 
every  thing  seemed  to  combine  to  overwhelm 
Napoleon. 

The  daily  reports  which  he.  received  of  the 
state  of  each  corps  of  the  army  were  like  so  many 
bills  of  mortality ;  in  them  he  saw  his  army,  which 
had  conquered  Moscow,  reduced  from  an  hun- 
dred and  eighty  thousand,  to  twenty-five  thousand 
men,  still  capable  of  fighting.  To  this  mass  of 
misfortune,  he  opposed  but  a  feeble  resistance. 
His  countenance  remained  the  same ;  he  changed 
none  of  his  habits,  nothing  in  tlrt  form  of  his 
orders;  in  reading  them,  you  would  have  sup- 
posed that  he  had  still  several  armies  under  his 
command.  He  did  not  even  expedite  his  march. 
Irritated  only  at  the  prudence  of  Marshal  Victor, 
he  repeated  his  orders  to  him  to  attack  Wittgen- 
stein, and  thereby  remove  'the  danger  which 
menaced  his  retreat.  As  to  Baraguay  d'Hilliers, 
whom  an  officer  had  just  accused,  he  had  him 
brought  before  him,  stripped  him  of  all  his  dis- 
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tinctions,  and  sent  him  off  to  Berlin^  where  he 
anticipated  his  sentence,  by  dying  of  despair. 

But  what  appears  still  more  surprising,  is,  that 
the  Emperor  allowed  fortune  to  strip  him  of  every 
thing,  rather  than  sacrifice  a  part  to  save  the  rest. 
It  was  without  his  orders  that  the  heads  of  corps 
burnt  the  baggage  and  destroyed  their  artillery ; 
he  only  allowed  it  to  bej  done.  If  he  gave  similar 
instructions,  they  were  absolutely  extorted  from 
him;  he  seemed  as  if  he  was  tenacious,  above 
every  thing,  that  no  action  of  his  should  confess 
his  defeat ;  either  from  a  feeling  that  he  thus  re- 
spected his  misfortunes,  and  by  his  inflexibility 
set  the  example  of  inflexible  courage  to  those 
around  him,  or  from  that  proud  feeling  of  men 
who  have  been  long  fortunate,  which  precipitates 
their  downfal. 

Smolensk,  however,  which  was  twice  fatal  to 
the  army,  was  a  place  of  rest  for  some.  During 
the  respite  which  this  afibrded  to  their  sufferings, 
these  were  asking  each  other,  "how  it  happened, 
that  at  Moscow  every  thing  had  been  forgotten ; 
why  there  was  so  much  useless  baggage ;  why  so 
many  soldiers  had  already  died  of  hunger  and 
cold  under  the  weight  of  their  knapsacks,  which 
Were  loaded  with  gold,  instead  of  food  and  cloth- 
ing ;  and,  above  all,  if  three  and  thirty  days  rest 
had  not  allowed  suflScient  time  to  make  shoes  for 
the  artillery,  cavalry,  and  draught-horses,  which 
would  have  made  their  march  sure  and  rapid  ? 
•  '^  If  that  had  been  done,  we  should  not  have  lost 
our  best  men  at  Wiazma,  at  the  Wop,  at  the 

o2 
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Dnieper,  and  along  the  whole  road ;  in  short, 
Kutusof,  Wittgenstein,  and  perhaps  Tchitchakof . 
would  not  have  bad  time  to  prepare  sudli  fatal 
days  for  us. 

"  But  why,  in  the  absence  of  orders  from  Na- 
poleon, had  not  that  precaution  been  taken  by 
the  commanders,  all  of  them  kings,  princes,  and 
marshals?  Had  not  the  winter  in  Russia  been 
foreseen  ?  Was  it  that  Napoleon,  accustomed  to 
the  active  intelligence  of  his  soldiers,  had  reckoned 
too  much  upon  their  foresight?  Had.  the  recol- 
lection of  the  campaign  in  Poland,  during  a  winter 
as  mild  as  that  of  our  own  climate,  deceived  him, 
as  well  as  an  unclouded  sun,  whose  continuance, 
during  the  whole  of  the  month  of  October,  had 
astonished  even  the  Russians  themselves  ?  What 
spirit  of  infatuation  is  it  that  has  seized  the  whole 
army  as  well  as  its  leader  ?  What  has  every  one 
been  reckoning  upon  ?  as  even  supposing  that  at 
Moscow  the  hope  of  peace  had  dazzled  us  all,  it 
was  always  necessary  to  return,  and  nothing  had 
been  prepared,  even  for  a  pacific  journey  home- 
ward !'• 

The  greater  number  could  not  explain  tins 
general  blindness  otherwise  than  by  their  own. 
carelessness,  and  because  in  armies,  as  well  as  in 
despotic  governments,  it  is  the  office  of  one  to 
think  for  all ;  in  this  case  that  one  alone  was  re- 
garded as  responsible,  and  misfortune,  which  au- 
thorizes distrust,  led  every  one  to  condemn  him. 
It  had  been  already  remarked,  that  in  this  itnf>or- 
tant  fal!iA(>^t^is^i^etiiilnes^  so  improbable  in  an 
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active  geikius  during  so  long  and  unoccupied  a 
residence,  there  was  something  of  that  spirit  oi 
error,  ''the  fatal  foreriinner  of  the  fall  of  kings !" 
Napoleon  had  been  at  Smolensk  for  five  days. 
It  was  known  that  Ney  had  received  orders  to 
arrive  there  as  late  as  possible,  and  Eugene  to 
bait  for  two  days  at  Doukhowtchina.  *'  Then  it 
was  not  the  necessity  of  waiting  for  the  army  of 
Italy  which  detained  himt  To  what  then  must 
we  attribute  this  delay,  when  famine,  disease  and 
the  winter,  and  three  hostile  armies  wer^  gradually 

"  While  we  had  been  penetrating  to  the  heart 
of  the  Russian  Colossus,  had  not  his  arms  remained 
advanced  and  extended  towards  the  Baltic  and 
the  Black  Sea?  was  he  likely  to  leave  them  mo- 
tionless now,  when,  instead  of  striking  him  mortal 
blows,  we  had  been  struck  ourselves  ?  Was  not 
the  fatal  moment  arrived  when  this  Colossus  was 
about  to  surround  us  with  his  threatening  arms  ? 
Could  we  imagine  that  they  were  either  tied  up, 
or  paralysed,  by  opposmg  to  them  the  Austrians  in 
the  souUi,  and  the  Prussians  in  the  north  ?  Was 
it  not  rather  a  method  of  rendering  the  Poles  and 
French,  who  were  mixed  with  these  dangerous 
allies,  entirely  useless  ? 

"  But  without  going  far  in  search  of  causes  of 
uneasiness,  was  the  Emperor  ignorant  of  the  joy 
of  the  Russians,  when  three  months  before  he 
litopped  to  attack  Smolensk,  instead  of  marching 
to  the  right  to  Elnia,  where  he  would  have  cut  off 
the  enemy  s  army  from  a  retreat  upon  their  capi- 
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tal?  Now  that  the  war  has  r^tomed  back  to  the 
same  spots,  wi^ll  the  Russians  imitate  his  error 
which  was  so  serviceable  to  them?  will  they  keep 
in  our  rear  when  they  can  so  easily  get  before  us 
on  the  line  of  our  retreat  ? 

"  Is  Napoleon  unwilling  to  aUow  that  Kutusofi^ 
attack  may  be  bolder  and  more  skilful  than  his 
own  ?  Will  not  the  cutting  o£f  Augereau  and  his 
brigade  upon  that  road  open  his  eyes?  What 
business  had  we  in  the  burnt  and  ravaged .  Smo- 
lensk, but  to  take  a  supply  of  provisions  and 
proceed  rapidly  onwards  ? 

''But  the  Emperor  no  doubt  fancied  that  by 
dating  his  despatches  five  days  from  that  city,  h^ 
would  give  to  his  disorderly  flight  the  appearance 
of  a  slow  and  glorious  retreat !  This  was  the 
reason  of  his  ordering  the  destruction  of  the  towns 
which  surround  Smolensk,  from  the  wish,  as  he 
expressed  it,  of  not  being  again  stopt  short  by  its 
walls !  as  if  there  was  any  idea  of  our  returning 
to  a  place  which  we  did  not  even  know  whether 
we  should  ever  get  out  of. 

"  Will  any  one  believe  that  he  wished  to  give 
time  to  the  artillerymen  to  shoe  their  horsey 
against  the  ice  ?  as  if  he  could  expect  any  labour 
from  workmen  emaciated  with  hunger  and  long 
marches ;  from  poor  wretches  who  hardly  found 
the  day  long  enough  to  procure  provisions  and 
dress  them,  whose  forges  were  thrown  away  or 
damaged,  and  who  besides  wanted  the  indispen- 
sible  n\aterials  for  a  labour  so  considerable. 

**  But  perhaps  he  wished  to  allow  himself  time 

■  it**  •  •    • 
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to  drive  on  before  him,  out  of  danger  and  the  ranks, 
the  troublesome  crowd  of  soldiers,  who  had 
become  useless,  to  rally  the  better  sort,  and  to 
re-organize  the  army  ?  as  if  it  were  possible  to 
convey  any  orders  whatever  to  men  so  scattered 
about,  or  to  rally  them  without  lodgings,  or  dis- 
tributioa  of  provisions,  to  bivouacs ;  in  short,  to 
think  of  re-organization  for  corps  of  dying  soldiers, 
all  of  whom  had  no  longer  any  thing  to  adhere  to, 
and  whom  the  least  touch  would  dissolve." 

Such,  around  Napoleon,  were  the  conversations 
of  his  oflScers ;  or  rather  their  secret  reflexions; 
for  their  devotion  to  him  reoiained  entire  for  two 
whole  years  longer,  in  the  midst  of  the  greatest 
calamities,  and  of  the  general  revolt  of  nations. 

The  Emperor,  however,  made  an  effort  which 
was  not  altogether  fruitless ;  namely,  to  rally 
under  one  commander,  all  that  remained  of  the 
cavalry :  of  thirty-seven  thousand  cavalry  which 
were  present  at  the  passage  of  the  Niemen,  there 
were  nov  only  eight  hundred  left  on  horseback. 
He  gave  the  command  to  Latour-Maubourg ;  whe- 
ther from  the  esteem  felt  for  him,  or  from  &tigue» 
no  one  objected  to  it 

As  to  Lettour-Maubourg,  he  received  the  honour 
(NT  the  charge  without  expressing  either  pleasure 
or  regret  He  was  a  character  of  peculiar  stamp; 
always  ready  without  forwardness,  calm  and  ac- 
tive, remarkable  for  his  extreme  purity  of  morals, 
simple  and  unostentatious ;  in  other  respects,  un- 
affected and  sincere  in  his  relations  with  others, 
and  attaching  the  idea  of  glory  only  to  actions. 
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and  Dot  to  words,  fie  always  marclied  with  the 
same  order  and  moderation  in  the  midst  of  the 
most  immoderate  disorder;  and  yet,  what  does 
honour  to  the  age,  he  attained  to  the  highest  dis- 
tinctions as  quickly  and  as  rapidly  as  any  who 
could  be  named. 

This  feeble  re-organization,  the  distribution  of 
a  part  of  the  provisions,  the  plunder  of  the  rest, 
the  repose  which  the  Emperor  and  his  guard  were 
enabled  to  take,  the  destruction  of  part  of  the  ar- 
tillery and  baggc^e,  and  finally,  the  expedition 
of  a  number  of  orders,  were  nearly  all  the  benefits 
which  were  derived  from  that  fatal  delay.  In 
other  respects,  all  the  misfortunes  happened  which 
had  been  foreseen.  A  few  hundred  men  were 
only  rallied  for  a  moment.  The  explosion  of  the 
mines  scarcely  blew  up  the  outside  of  some  of  the 
walls,  and  was  only  of  use  on  the  last  day,  in 
driving  out  of  the  town  the  strc^glers  whom  we 
had  been  unable  to  set  in  motion. 

The  soldiers  who  had  totally  lost  heart,  the 
women,  and  several  thousand  sick  and  wounded, 
were  here  abandoned.  This  was  when  Auge- 
reau  8  disaster  near  Elnia  made  it  but  too  evident 
that  Kutusof,  now  become  the  pursuer,  did  not 
confine  himself  to  the  great  road ;  that  he  was 
marching  from  Wiazma  by  BInia,  direct  upon 
Krasnoe ;  finally,  when  we  ought  to  have  foreseen 
that  we  should  be  obliged  to  cut  our  way  t&ough 
the  Russian  army,  it  was  only  on  the  14th  of  No- 
vember that  the  grand  army,  or  rather  thirty-six 
thousand  troops,  commenced  their  march. 
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The  old  and  young  guard  had  not  then  more 
than  from  nine  to  ten  thousand  men,  and  two 
thousand  cavalry ;  Davoust  and  the  first  corps* 
from  eight  to  nine  thousand ;  Ney  and  the 
third  corps,  five  to  six  thousand ;  Prince  Eugene 
and  the  army  of  Italy,  five  thousand ;  Ponia- 
towski,  eight  hundred ;  Junot  and  the  Westpha^ 
lians,  seven  hundred ;  Latour-Maubourg  and  the 
rest  of  the  cavalry,  fifteen  hundred ;  there  might 
also  be  about  one  thousand  light  horse,  and  five 
hundred  dismounted  cavalry,  whom  we  had  wc-> 
ceeded  in  collecting  together. 

This  army  had  left  Moscow  one  hundred  thou« 
sand  strong ;  in  five-and-twenty  days  it  had  been 
reduced  to  thirty-six  thousand  men.  The  artil- 
lery had  already  lost  three  hundred  and  fifty  of 
their  cannon,  and  yet  these  feeble  remains  were 
always  divided  into  eight  armies,  which  were  en.- 
cumbered  with  sixty  thousand  unarmed  strag- 
glers, and  a  long  train  of  cannon  and  baggage. 

Whether  it  was  this  incumbrance  of  so  many 
men  and  carriages,  or  a  mistaken  sense  of  secu- 
rity, which  led  the  Emperor  to  order  a  day's  in- 
terval between  the  departure  of  each  marshal,  is 
uncertain ;  most  probably  it  was  the  latter.  Be 
that  as  it  may,  he,  Eugene,  Davoust,  and  Ney 
only  quitted  Smolensk  in  succession ;  Ney  was 
not  to  leave  it  till  the  16th  or  17th.  He  had  or- 
ders to  make  the  artillery  saw  the  trunnions  of 
the  cannon  left  behind,  and  bury  them ;  to  destroy 
the  ammunition,  to  drive  all  the  stragglers  be^ 
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fore  hinij  and  to  blow  nip  the  towers  which  sur- 
rounded the  city. 

Kutusof»  however,  was  waiting  for  us  at  some 
leagues  distance  from  thence,  and  preparing  to 
cut  in  pieces  successively  those  remnants  of 
corps  thus  extended  and  parcelled  out. 


CHAP.  III. 


It  was  on  the  14th  of  November,  about  five  in 
the  morning,  that  the  imperial  colunm  at  last 
quitted  Smolensk.  Its  march  was  still  firm,  but 
gloomy  and  silent  as  night,  and  mute  and  dis- 
coloured as  the  aspect  of  the  country  through 
which  it  was  advancing. 

This  silence  was  only  interrupted  by  the  crack- 
ing of  the  whips  applied  to  the  poor  horses,  and 
by  short  and  violent  imprecations  when  they  met 
with  ravines ;  and  when  upon  these  icy  declivi- 
ties, men,  horses,  and  artillery  were  roUkig  in  ob- 
scurity, one  over  the  other.  The  first  day  they 
advanced  five  leagues.  The  artillery  of  the  guard 
took  twenty-two  hours  to  get  over  that  ground. 

Nevertheless  the  first  column  arrived,  without 
any  great  loss  of  men,  at  Korythinia,  which  Junot 
had  passed  with  his  Westphalian  corps,  now 
reduced  to  seven  hundred  men.  A  vanguard 
liad  pushed  on  as  far  as  Krasnoe.  The  wounded 
and  disbanded  men  were  on  the  point  of  reaching 
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Liady.  Korythinia  is  five  leagues  from  Smoleiisk; 
Krasnoe  five  leagues  from  Korythinia;  Liady 
four  leases  from  Krasooe.  The  Boristhenea 
flows  at  two  leagues  on  the  right  of  the  high 
road  from  Korythinia  to  Krasnoe. 

Near  Korythinia  another  road,  that  from  Elnia 
to  Krasnoe,  runs  close  to  the  great  road.  That 
very  day  Kutusof  advanced  upon  that  road  with 
ninety  thousand  men,  which  completely  covered 
it ;  his  march  was  parallel  with  that  of  Napoleon^ 
whom  he  soon  outstripped;  on  the  cross-roads 
he  sent  forward  several  vanguards  to  intercept 
our  retreat. 

One  of  these,  said  to  be  commanded  by  Oster- 
mann,  made  its  appearance  at  Korythinia  at  the 
aame  time  with  Napoleon;  and  was  driven  back^^ 

A  second,  consisting  of  twenty  thousand  meq, 
and  commanded  by  Miloradowitch,  took  a  yositioa 
three  leagues  in  advance  of  us,  towards  Merlin^ 
and  Nikoulina,  behind  a  ravine  which  skirts  the 
left  side  of  the  great  road;  and  there,  lying  in 
ambush  on  the.  flank  of  our  retreats  it  awaited  our 
passage. 

At  the  same  time  a  third  reached  Krasnoe, 
which  it  surprised  during  the  night,  but  was  driven 
out  by  Sebastiani,  who  had  just  arrived  there. 

Finally,  a  fourth,  pushed  still  more  in  advahce, 
got  between  Krasnoe  and  Liady,  and  carried  off* 
upon  the  great  road,  several  generals  and  other 
officers  who  were  marching  singly. 

Kutusof,  at  the  same  time,  with  the  bulk  of  his 
army,  advanced,  and  took  a  position  in  the  rear 
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of  these  vanguards,  and  within  reach  of  them  alU 
and  felicitating  himself  on  the  success  of  his  ma- 
noeuvres, which  would  have  inevitably  faUed,  owing 
to  his  tardiness,  had  it  not  been  for  our  want  <rf 
foresight ;  for  this  was  a  contest  of  errors,  in 
which  ours  being  the  greatest,  we  could  have  no 
thought  of  escaping  total  destruction.  Having 
made  these  dispositions,  the  Russian  commander 
must  have  believed  that  the  French  army  was  en- 
tirely in  his  power ;  but  this  belief  saved  us, 
Kutusof  was  wanting  to  himself  at  the  moment  of 
action ;  his  old  age  executed  only  half  and  badly 
the  plans  which  it  had  combined  wisely. 

During  the  time  that  these  masses  were  arrang- 
ing themselves  round  Napoleon,  he  remained  per- 
fectly tranquil  in  a  miserable  hut,  the  only  one  left 
standing  in  Kory thinia,  apparently  quite  uncon* 
«cious^f  all  these  movements  of  troops,  artillery, 
and  cavalry,  which  were  surrounding  him  in  aH 
directions ;  at  least  he  sent  no  orders  to  the  three 
corps  which  had  halted  at  Smolensk  to  hasten 
forward,  and  he  himself  waited  for  daylight  ta 
proceed. 

His  column  was  advancing  without  precaution^ 
preceded  by  a  crowd  of  stragglers,  all  eager  to 
reach  Krasnoe,  when  at  two  leagues  from  that 
place,  a  row  of  Cossacks,  placed  from  the  heights 
on  our  left  all  across  the  great  road,  appeared  be^ 
fore  them.  Seized  witii  astonishment,  these  strag- 
glers halted ;  they  had  looked  for  nothing  of  the 
kind,  and  at  first  were  inclined  to  bdieve  that  re- 
lentiess  fate  had  traced  upon  the  snow  between 
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them  and  Europe,  that  long,  blacky  and  motion^ 
less  line  as  the  fatal  term  assigned  to  their  hopes. 

Some  of  them,  stupified  and  rendered  insen- 
sible by  the  misery  of  their  situation,  with  their 
eyes  mentally  fixed  on  home,  and  pursuing  mecha- 
nically and  obstinately  that  direction,  would 
listen  to  no  warning,  and  were  about  to  sur- 
render; the  others  collected  together,  and  on 
both  sides  there  was  a  pause,  in  order  to  con- 
sider each  other's  force.  Several  officers,  who 
then  came  up,  put  these  disbanded  soldiers  in 
some  degree  of  order ;  seven  or  eight  riflemen, 
whom  they  sent  forward,  were  sufficient  to  break 
through  that  threatening  curtain. 

The  French  were  smiling  at  the  audacity  of  this 
idle  demonstration,  when  all  at  once,  firom  the 
heights  on  their  left,  an  enemy's  battery  began 
firing.  Its  bullets  crossed  the  road ;  at  the  same 
time  thirty  squadrons  showed  themselves  on  the 
same  side,  threatening  the  Westphalian  corps 
which  was  advancing,  the  commander  of  which 
was  so  confused,  that  he  made  no  disposition  to 
meet  their  attack. 

A  wounded  officer,  unknown  to  these  Germans, 
and  who  was  there  by  mere  chance,  called  out  to 
them  with  an  indignant  voice,  and  immediately 
assumed  th^r  command.  The  men  obeyed  him 
as  they  would  their  own  leader.  In  this  case  of 
pressing  danger  the  differences  of  convention  dis- 
appeared. The  man  really  superior  having  shown 
himself,  acted  as  a  rallying  point  to  the  crowd, 
who  grouped  themselves  around  him,  while  the 
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genetaUin^hief  remained  mut^  and  tonfoundedt 
receiving  with  docility  the  impulse  the  other  had 
given,  and  acknowledging  his  superiority/ whidi, 
after  the  danger  was  ov^^r,  he  disputed,  but  of 
which  he  did  not^  as  too  often  happens,  seek  to 
revenge  himself. 

This  wounded  officer  was  Excelmans  I  In  this 
action  he  was  every  thing,  general,  officer,  sol- 
dier, even  an  artillery  man,  for  he  actually  got 
bold  of  a  cannon  that  bad  been  abandoned,  loaded 
and  pointed  it,  and  made  it  once  more  be  of  use 
i^ainst  our  enemies.  As  to  the  leader  of  the 
Westpbalians,  after  this  campaign,  his  premature 
and  melancholy  end  makes  us  presume  that  exces- 
sive fatigue  and  the  consequences  of  some  severe 
wounds  had  already  affected  him  mortally. 

On  seeing  this  leading  column  marching  in 
such  good  order,  the  enemy  confined  itself  to 
attacking  it  with  their  bullets,  which  it  de- 
spised, and  soon  left  behind  it.  When  it  came 
to  the  lot  of  the  grenadiers  of  the  old  guard  to 
pass  through  this  fire,  they  closed  their  ranks 
around  Napoleon  like  a  moving  fortress,  proud  of 
having  to  protect  him.  Their  band  of  music  ex- 
pressed this  pride.  When  the  danger  was  great- 
est, they  played  the  well-known  air,  "  O^  peut-on 
itre  miaix  qtiau  sein  de  sa  famille  r  (Where  can 
we  be  happier  than  in  the  bosom  of  our  family !) 
But  the  Emperor,  whom  nothing  escaped,  stopped 
them  with  an  exclamation,  '*  Rather  play,  Vdltom 
au  salut  de  t Empire  r  (Let  us  watch  for  the 
safety  of  the  empire  !^  words  much  better  stiited 
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to  his  pre*occupation,  and  to  the  general  si" 
toation. 

At  the  same  time,  the  enemy's  fire  becoming 
troublesome,  he  gave  orders  to  silence  it,  and  in 
two  hours  after  he  reached  Krasnoe.  The  sight  of 
Sebastiani  and  of  the  first  grenadiers  who  pre- 
ceded him,  had  been  sufficient  to  drive  away  the 
enemy's  infantry.  Napoleon  entered  it  in  a  state  of 
great  anxiety,  from  .not  knowing  what  corps  had 
been  attacking  him,  and  his  cavalry  being  too 
Weak  to  clear  the  way  for  him,  out  of  reach  of  the 
great  road.  He  left  Mortier  and  the  young  guard 
a  league  behind  him,  in  this  way  stretching  too 
far  a  hand  too  feeble  to  assist  his  army,  and  de- 
termined to  veait  for  it. 

'  The  passage  of  his  column  had  not  been  san- 
guinary, but  it  could  not  conquer  the  ground  like 
the  enemy;  the  road  was  billy;  at  every  emi- 
nence cannon  were  obliged  to  be  left  behind 
without  being  spiked,  and  baggage,  which  was 
plundered  before  it  was  abandoned.  The  Rus- 
sians from  their  heights  saw  the  whole  interior 
of  the  army,  its  weaknesses,  its  deformities,  its 
most  shameful  parts :  in  short,  all  that  is  generally 
concealed  with  the  greatest  care. 

Notwithstanding  it  appeared  as  if  Milorado- 
witch,  fi'om  his  elevated  position,  was  satisfied 
with  merely  insulting  the  passage  of  the  Empe- 
ror, and  of  that  celebrated  guard  which  had  been 
80  long  the  terror  of  Europe.  He  did  not  dare  to 
gather  up  its  fragments  until  it  had  passed  on ; 
but  then  he  became  bold,  concentrated  his  forces. 
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and  descending  from  the  heights,  took  up  a  strong 
position  with  twenty  thousand  men,  quite  across 
the  high  road;  by  this  movement  he  separated 
Eugene,  Davoust,  and  Ney  from  the  Emperor, 
and  closed  the  road  to  Europe  against  these  three 
leaders. 


4 


CHAP.  IV. 


While  these  preparations  were  making,  Eugene 
was  using  all  his  efforts  at  Smolensk  to  collect 
his  scattered  troops ;  with  great  difficulty  he  tore 
them  from  the  plunder  of  the  magazines,  and  he 
did  not  succeed  in  rallying  eight  thousand  men 
until  late  on  the  15  th  of  November.  He  was 
obliged  to  promise  them  supplies  of  provisions, 
and  to  show  them  the  road  to  Lithuania,  in  order 
to  induce  them  to  renew  their  march.  The  night 
compelled  him  to  halt  at  three  leagues  distance 
from  Smolensk  ;  the  half  of  his  soldiers  had 
already  left  their  ranks.  Next  morning  he  con- 
tinued his  march,  with  all  that  the  cold  of  the 
night  and  of  death  had  not  fastened  round  their 
bivouacs. 

The  noise  of  the  cannon  which  they  had  heard 
the  day  before  had  ceased ;  the  royal  column  wa5 
advancing  with  difficulty,  adding  its  own  frag- 
ments to  those  which  it  encountered.  At  its  head, 
the  viceroy  and  the  chief  of  his  staff,  buried  in 
their  own  melancholy  reflections,  gave  the  reins 
to  their  horses.    Insensibly  they  left  their  troop 
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behind  them,  without  being  sensible  of  it ;  for  the 
road  was  strewed  with  stragglers  and  men  march- 
ing at  their  pleasure,  the  idea  of  keeping  whom  in 
order  had  been  abandoned. 

In  this  way  they  advanced  to  within  two 
leagues  of  Krasnoe,  but  then  a  singular  move*-, 
ment  which  was  passing  before  them  attracted 
their  wandering  looks.  Several  of  the  disbanded 
soldiers  had  suddenly  halted ;  those  who  followed 
as  they  came  up,  formed  a  group  with  them; 
others  who  had  advanced  farther  fell  back  upon 
the  first;  they  crowded  together;  a  mass  was 
8oon  formed.  The  viceroy  surprised,  then  looked 
about  him ;  he  saw  that  he  had  got  the  start  of 
the  main  body  of  his  army  by  an  hour's  march ; 
that  he  had  about  him  only  fifteen  hundred  men 
of  all  ranks,  of  all  nations,  without  organization, 
without  leaders,  without  order,  without  arms 
ready  or  fit  for  an  engagement,  and  that  he  was 
summoned  to  surrender. 

This  summons  was  answered  by  a  general  cry 
of  indignation !  But  the  Russian  flag  of  truce  who 
presented  himself  singly,  insisted :  **  Napoleon 
and  his  guard,"  said  he  to  them,  '^have  been 
beaten ;  you  are  surrounded  by  twenty  thousand 
Russians:  you  have  no  means  of  safety  but  in 
accepting  honourable  conditions,  and  these  Milo- 
radowitch  proposes  to  you.*' 

At  these  words,  Guyon,  one  of  the  generals 
whose  soldiers  were  either  all  dead  or  dispersed, 
rushed  from  the  crowd,  and  with  a  loud  voice 
called  out,  *'  Return  immediately  to  whence  you 
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came,  and  tell  bim  who  sent  you,  that  if  he  has 
twenty  thousand  men,  we  have  eighty  thousand  T 
The  Russian,  confounded,  immediately  retired. 

All  this  happened  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye ;  ia^ 
a  moment  after,  the  hills  on  the  left  of  the  road  were 
spouting  out  lightning  and  whirlwinds  of  smdcej 
showers  of  shells  and  grape-shot  swept  the  great 
road,  and  the  threatening  advancing  coiamns 
shewed  their  bayonets. 

The  viceroy  hesitated  for  a  moment ;  it  grieved 
him  to  leave  that  unfortunate  troop,  but  at  last* 
leaving  his  chief  of  the  staff  with  them,  he  returned 
back  to  his  divisions,  in  order  to  lead  them  on  to 
the  combat,  to  make  them  get  beyond  the  ob- 
Btacle  before  it  became  insurmountable^  or  to 
perish ;  for  with  the  pride  derived  from  a  crown 
and  so  many  victories,  it  was  not  to  be  ezpeetqd 
that  he  could  ever  admit  the  thought  t>f  sur- 
render. 

Guilleminot,  however,  summoned  about  him  the 
officers  who,  in  this  crowd,  had  mingled  with  the 
soldiers.  Several  generals,  colonels,  and  a  great 
number  of  officers  immediately  started  forth  and 
surrounded  him ;  they  concerted  together^  and 
accepting  him  for  their  leader,  they  distributed 
into  platoons  all  the  men  who  had  hitherto  formed 
but  one  mass,  and  whom  in  that  state  they  had 
found  it  impossible  to  excite. 

This  organization  was  made  under  a  sharp  fire. 
Several  superior  officers  went  and  placed  them- 
selves proudly  in  the  ranks,  and  became  once 
more  common  soldiers^    From  another  species  of 
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poride,  some  marines  of  the  guard  insisted  on  being' 
commanded  by  one  of  their  own  officers,  while 
each  of  the  other  platoons  was  commanded  by  a 
general.  Hitherto  the  Emperor  himself  had  been 
their  colonel;  now  they  were  on  the  point  of 
perishing  they  maintained  their  privilege,  which 
nothing  conld  make  them  forget,  and  which  was 
lespected  accordingly. 

These  brave  men,  in  this  order,  proceeded  on 
their  march  to  Krasnoe ;  and  they  had  already 
got  beyond  the  batteries  of  Mil(Hudowitch»  when 
the  latter,  rushing  with  his  columns  upon  their 
flanks,  hemmed  them  in  so  closely,  as  to  compel 
them  to  turn  about,  and  seek  a  position  in  whidi 
they  could  defend  themselves.  To  the  eternal 
glory  of  these  warriors  it  should  be  told,  that 
these  fifteen  hundred  Freneh  and  Italians,  one  to 
ten,  with  nothing  in  their  fiivour  but  a  determined 
countenance  and  very  few  fire-arms  in  a  state! 
fit  for  use,  kept  their  enemies  at  a  respe^iol  dis- 
tance upwards  of  an  hour. 

But  Sfl  there  was  latill  no  appearance  of  the 
viceroy  and  th^  rest  of  hisdivisioBSy  a  longer  re- 
ristance  was  evidently  impossible.  They  were 
again  and  again  summoned  to  lay  down  their  arms. 
Ikirmg  these  short  pauses  the  cannon  was  heard 
ndling  at  a;  distance  in  their  firont  and  in  their 
rear.  Thus,  therefore,  ^'the  whole  army  was 
attacked  at  onoe,  and  firom  Smolensk  to  Kras*- 
noe  it  was  but  one  engag^tnent !  If  we  wanted 
aseistanoe,  Uiere  could  be  none  expected  by  wait- 
ing for  it;  we  must  go  and  look  for  it;  but  on 
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which  side  ?  At  Krasnoe  it  was  impossible;  we 
were  too  far  from,  it ;  there  was  every  reason  to  be^ 
lieve  that  our  troops  were  beaten  there.  It  would 
besides  become  matter  of  necessity  for  us  to  re- 
treat ;  and  we  were  too  near  the  Russians  under 
Miloradowitch,  who  were  calling  to  us  from  their 
ranks  to  lay  down  our  arms,  to  venture  to  turn 
our  backs  upon  them.  It  would  therefore  be  a 
much  better  plan,  as  our  faces  were  now  turned 
towards  Smolen^,  and  as  Prince  Eugene  was 
on  that  side,  to  form  ourselves  into  one  compact 
mass,  keep  all  its  movements  well  connected,  and 
rushing  headlong,  to  re-enter  into  Russia  by 
cutting  our  way  through  these  Russians,  and 
rejoin  the  viceroy;  then  returning  together  we 
shall  overthrow  Miloradowitch  and  succeeds  in 
reaching  Krasnoe." 

To  this  proposition  of  their  leader  there  was  a. 
loud  and  unanimous  cry  of  assent.  Instantly  the 
column  formed  into  a  mass,  and  rushed  into  the 
midst  of  ten  thousand  hostile  muskets  and  cannon. 
The  Russians,  at  first  seized  with  astonishment, 
opened  their  ranks  and  allowed  this  handful  of 
warriors,  almost  disarmed,  to  advance  into  the 
middle  of  them.  Then,  when  they  comprehended 
llieir  purpose,  either  from  pity  or  admiration,  the 
enemy's  battalions,  which  lined  both  sides  of  the 
road,  called  out  to  our  .men  to  halt;  th^y  entresite4 
and  conjured  them  to  surrender;  but  th^  only 
answer  they  received  was  a  more  determined 
march,  a  stem  silence,  and  the  poii^t  of  the  baye- 
net.    The  whole  of  the  enemy  s  fire  was  then 
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poured  upon  them  at  once,  at  the  distance  of  a 
few  yards,  and  the  half  of  this  heroic  column  was 
stretched  wounded  or  lifeless  on  the  ground. 

The  remainder  proceeded  without  a  single  man 
quitting  the  body  of  his  troop,  which  no  Russian 
was  bold  enough  to  venture  near.  Few  of  these 
unfortunate  men  again  saw  the  viceroy  and  the 
advancing  divisions.  Then  only  they  separated ; 
they  ran  and  threw  themselves  into  these  feeble 
ranks,  which  were  opened  to  receive  and  protectf 
them. 

For  more  than  an  hour  the  Russian  cannon  had 
been  thinning  them.  While  one  half  of  their  forced 
had  pursued  Guilleminot  and  compelled  him  to 
retreat,  Miloradowitch,  with  the  other  half,  had 
stopped  Prince  Eugene.  Their  right  rested  on  a 
wood  which  was  protected  by  heights  entirely 
covered  with  cannon ;  their  left  touched  the  great 
road,  but  more  in  the  rear.  This  disposition  dic- 
tated that  of  Eugene.  The  royal  column,  by 
degrees,  as  it  came  up,  drew  up  on  the  right  of 
the  road,  its  right  more  forward  than  its  left. 
The  viceroy  thus  placed  obliquely  between  him 
and  the  enemy  the  great  road,  the  possession  of 
which  was  the  subject  of  contest.  Eacb  of  the 
two  armies  occupied  it  by  its  left. 

The  Russians,  placed  in  a  position  so  offensive, 
kept  entirely  on  the  defensive ;  their  bullets  alone 
attacked  Eugene.  A  cannonade  was  kept  up  on 
both  sides,  theirs  most  destructive,  ours  almost 
totally  ineffective.  Tired  out  with  this  firing, 
Eugene  formed  his  resolution ;  he  called  the  14th 
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French  diyiaion,  drew  it  up  on  the  left  of  the  great 
road»  pointed  out  to  it  the  woody  height  on  which 
the  enemy  rested,  and  which  formed  his  prin- 
cipal strength;  that  was  the  decisive  point,  the 
centre  of  the  action,  and  to  make  the  rest  fall, 
that  must  be  carried.  He  did  not  expect  it  would; 
but  that  effort  would  draw  the  attention  and  the 
strength  of  the  enemy  on  that  side,  the  right  of 
the  great  road  might  remain  free,  and  proper  ad- 
vantage would  be  attempted  to  be  taken  of  it 

Three  hundred  soldiers,  formed  into  three 
troops,  were  all  that  could  be  found  willing  to 
mount  to  this  assault.  These  devoted  men  ad- 
vanced resolutely  against  hostile  thousands  in  a 
formidable  position.  A  battery  of  the  Italian 
guard  advanced  to  protect  them,  but  the  Russian 
batteries  immediately  demolished  it,  and  their 
cavalry  took  possession  of  it. 

In  spite  of  the  grape-shot  which  was  mowmg 
them  'rapidly  down,  the  three  hundred  ¥Vendi 
kept  moving  on,  and  they  had  actually  reached 
the  enemy's  position,  when  suddenly  from  two 
sides  of  the  wood  two  masses  of  cavalry  lushed 
forth,  bore  down  upon  them,  overturned  and 
massagred  them.  Not  one  of  them  escaped ;  wad 
with  them  perished  every  remains  of  discipline 
and  courage  in  their  division. 

It  was  then  that  General  Guilleminot  again 
made  his  appearance.  That  in  a  position  so  cri* 
tical.  Prince  Eugene,  with  four  thousand  en- 
feebled troops,  the  remnant  of  forty-two  thou* 
sand  and  upwards,  should  not  have  despaiied* 
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that  he  should  still  have  exhibited  a  bold  counte* 
nance,  may  be  conceived,  from  the  known  cha- 
racter of  that  commander ;  but  that  the  sight  of 
our  disaster  and  the  ardour  of  victory  should  not 
have  urged  the  Russians  to  more  than  iodecisive 
efforts,  and  that  they  should  have  allowed  the 
night  to  put  an  end  to  the  battle,  is  with  us,  to  this 
day,  matter  of  complete  astonishment.  Victory 
was  so  new  to  them,  that  even  when  they  held  it 
in  their  hands,  they  knew  not  how  to  profit  by  it; 
they  delayed  its  completion  until  the  next  day. 

The  viceroy  saw  that  the  greater  part  of  the 
Russians,  attracted  by  his  demonstrations,  had 
collected  on  the  left  of  the  road,  and  he  only 
waited  until  night,  the  sure  ally  of  the  weakest, 
had  chained  all  their  movements.  Then  leaving 
his  fires  burning  on  that  side,  to  deceive  the  enemy, 
he  removed  from  it,  and  marching  entirely  across 
thefields,  he  turned,  and  silently  got  beyond  the  left 
of  Miloradowitch  8  position,  while  that  general,  too 
certain  of  his  victory,  was  dreaming  of  the  glory 
of  receiving,  next  morning,  the  sword  of  the  son  of 
JNapoleon« 

In  the  midst  of  this  perilous  march,  there  was 
an  awful  moment.  At  the  most  critical  instant, 
when  these  soldiers,  the  survivors  of  so  many 
battles,  were  stealing  along  the  side  of  the  Rus- 
sian army,  holding  their  breath  and  the  noise  of 
th^  steps ;  when  their  all  depended  on  a  look 
*or  a  cry  of  alarm  ;  the  moon  all  at  once  coming 
out  of  a  thick  cloud  appeared  to  light  their  move- 
ments.   At  the  same  moment  a  Russian  sentinel 
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called  out  to  them  to  halt,  and  demanded  who 
they  were?  They  gave  themselves  up  for  lost! 
but  Klisky,  a  Pole,  ran  up  to  this  Russian,  and 
speaking  to  him  in  his  own  language,  said  to  him 
with  the  greatest  composure^  in  a  low  tone  of 
voice,  *'  Be  silent,  fellow !  don't  you  see  that  we 
belong  to  the  corps  of  Ouwarof,  and  that  we  are 
going  on  a  secret  expedition?"  The  Russian, 
outwitted,  held  his  tongue. 

But  the  Cossacks  were  running  up  every  mo- 
ment to  the  flanks  of  the  column,  as  if  to  recognize 
it,  and  then  returned  to  the  body  of  their  troop* 
Their  squadrons  advanced  several  times  as  if  to 
charge  it;  but  they  did  no  more,  either  from 
doubt  ^  to  what  they  saw,  for  they  were  still 
deceived,  or  from  prudence,  as  it  frequently  halted, 
and  presented  a  determined  front  to  them. 

At  last,  after  two  hours  cruel  march,  they  again 
reached  the  gveat  road,  and  the  viceroy  was  ac- 
tually in  Krasnoe  on  the  1 7th  of  November,  when 
Milomdowitch,  descending  from  his  heights  in 
order  to  seize  him,  found  the  field  of  battle  occu- 
pied only  by  a  few  stragglers,  whom  no  effort 
could  induoe  the  night  before  to  quit  their  fires. 
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CHAP.  V. 


The  Emperor  on  his  side  had  been  waiting  for 
the  viceroy  during  the  whole  of  the  preceding 
day*    The  noise  of  his  engagement  had  irritated 
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him.  An  effort  to  break  through  the  enemy,  id 
order  to  join  him,  had  been  ineffectually  attempted; 
and  when  the  night  came  on  without  his  making 
his  appearance,  the  uneasiness  of  his  adopted 
father  was  at  the  height.  ^'  Eugene  and  the  army 
of  Italy,  and  this  long  day  of  baffled  expectatioii, 
had  they  then  terminated  together?"  Only  one 
hope  remained  to  Napoleon ;  and  that  wa3,  that 
the  viceroy,  driven  back  towards  Smolensk,  had 
there  joined  Dayoust  and  Ney,  and  that  the  fol- 
lovring  day  they  would,  with  united  forces,  attempt 
a  decisive  effort. 

In  his  anxiety,  the  Emperor  assembled  the 
marshals  who  remained  with  him.  There  were 
Berthier,  Bessi^res,  Mortier,  and  Lefebvre ;  these 
were  saved ;  they  had  overcome  the  obstacles 
opposed  to  them ;  they  had  only  to  continue  their 
retreat  through  Lithuania,  which  wns  open  to 
them ;  but  would  they  abandon  their  companions 
in  the  midst  of  the  Russian  army  ?  No,  certainly ; 
and  they  determined  once  more  to  enter  Russia, 
either  to  deliver,  or  to  perish  with  them. 

When  this  resolution  was  taken,  Napole<m 
coolly  prepared  the  dispositibns  to  carry  it  ibto 
effect.  He  was  not  at  all  shaken  by  the  great 
movements  which  the  en^my  were  evidently 
making  around  him.  He  saw  that  Kutusof  was 
advancing  in  order  to  surround  and  take  him 
prisoner  in  Krasnoe.  The  very  night  before,  he 
had  learned  that  Ojarowski,  with  a  van-guard  of 
Russian  infantry,  had  got  beyond  him,  and  taken 
a  position  at  Maliewo,  in  a  village  in  the  rear  of 
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his  left.  Irritated,  instead  of  depressed,  l>y  mis- 
fortune, he  called  his  aide-de*camp,  Rapp»  and 
exclaimed,  ^*  that  he  must  set  out  immediately, 
and  proceed  during  the  night  and  the  darkness  to 
attack  that  body  of  infieuitry  with  the  bayonet; 
that  this  was  the  first  time  of  its  exhibiting  so 
much  audacity,  and  that  he  was  determined  to 
make  it  repent  it,  in  such  a  way,  that  it  should 
never  again  dare  to  approach  so  near  to  his  head- 
quarters." Then  instantly  recalling  him,  he  con- 
tinued, ''  But,  no  I  let  Roguet  and  his  division  go 
alone!  As  for  you,  remain  where  you  are,  I 
don't  wish  you  to  be  killed  here,  I  shall  have 
occasion  for  you  at  Dantzick." 

Rapp,  when  he  carried  this  order  to  Roguet, 
expressed  his  astonishment,  that  his  leader,  sar- 
Tounded  by  eighty  thousand  enemies^  whom  be 
was  going  to  attadc:  next  day  with  nine  thM- 
sandf  should  feel  so  little  doubt*  about  hiB  safety, 
as  to  be  tiiinking  of  what  he  should  have  to  do  at 
Dantsnck,  a  city  from  which  he  wai  sepacated  by 
the  winter,  two  odier  hostile  armies,  &m«e,  mA 
a  hundred  and  eighty  leagues. 
>  The  nocturnal  attack  on  Chirkowa  and  Ma- 
liewo  was  successful.  Roguet  formed  hia  iAui  of 
the  enemy^s  position  by  the  direction  of  thehr&es; 
they  occupied  two  villages,  connected  by  a  cause- 
way, which  was  defended  by  aravine.  He  disposed 
his  troops  into  three  columns  of  attack ;  those  t>n 
the  right  and  left  were  to  advaa»ce  silently,,  as 
close  as  possible  to  the  enemy ;  then  at  the  signal 
io  diarge,  whidli  he  himself  would  give  them  ffom 
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the  c^Atre,  they  were  to  rash  into  the  midi 
the  enemy  without  firing  a  shot,  and  making 
only  of  their  bayonets. 

Immediately  the  two  wingaof  the  young  g 
commenced  the  action.  While  the  Russ 
taken  by  surprise,  and  not  knowing  where  tc 
fold  themsel ves,  were  wavering  from  their  i 
to  their  left,  Roguet,  with  his  column,  ru 
suddenly  upon  their  centre  and  into  the  mid 
their  camp,  into  which  he  entered  pell-mdl 
them.  Thus  divided  and  thrown  into  confu 
they  had  barely  time  to^  throw  the  best  pa 
their  great  and  small  arms  into  a  neighboc 
lake,  and  to  set  fire  to  their  tents,  the  fit 
arising  from  which,  instead  of  saving  them, 
gave  light  to  their  destruction. 

This  check  stopped  the  movement  of  the ! 
nan  army  for  four-and«twenty  hours,  put  : 
the  Emperor's  power  to  remain  at  Krasooe, 
enabled  Bu^ene  to  mjoin  him  during  the  fol 
ing  night.  He  was  received  by  Napoleon 
the  greatest  joy ;  but  his  uneasiness  iBspe< 
Davoust  and  Ney  became  shortly  after  pn 
ttonably  greater. 

Around  us  the  camp  of  the  Russians  presc 
a  spectacle  similar  to  wiiat  it  had  done  at 
kowo,  MakKTaioslavetz,  and  Wiasma^  £ 
evening,  close  to  the  general  a  t^it,  the  reMos  c 
Russian  saiuls,  surrounded  by  im  unmense  i 
ber  of  wax  tapers,  were  exposed  to  the  ador 
of  the  soUicn*  While  each  of  these  was,  ao 
ing  to  custom^  giving  |Mroe£i  of  his  devotion  I 
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Endless  repetition  of  croBsings  and  genufliectioiis, 
the  priests  were  addressing  them  with  fanatical 
exhortations,  which  would  appear  barbarous  and 
jtbsurd  to  every  civilized  nation. 
.  In  spite,  however,  of  the  great  power  of  sucb 
means,  of  the  number  of  the  Russians,  and  of  our 
weakness,  Kutusof,  who  was  only  at  two  leagues* 
distance  from  Miloradowitcb,  while  the  latter  was 
beating  Prince  Eugene,  remained  immoveable^ 
During  the  following  night,  Beningsen,  urged  on 
by  the  ardent  Wilson,  in  vain  attempted  to  excite 
the  old  Russian.  Elevating  the  faults  of  his  age 
into  virtues,  he  gave  the  names  of  wisdom,  huma- 
nity, and  prudence,  to  his  dilatoriness  and  strange 
circumspection ;  he  seemed  resolved  to  finish  as 
he  had  begun.  For  if  we  may  be  allowed  to  com-' 
pare  small  things  with  great,  his  renown  had 
been  established  on  a  principle  directly  contrary 
to  that  of  Napoleon,  fortune  having  made  the  one, 
and  the  other  having  created  his  fortitne. 

He  made  a  boast  of  *^  advancing  only  by  short 
marches ;  of  allowing  his  soldiers  to  rest  every 
third  diay ;  he  would  blush,  and  halt  immediately, 
if  they  wanted  bread  or  brandy  for  a  single  mo* 
ment."  Then,  with  great  self-gratulation^  he  pre- 
tended that ''  all  the  way  from  Wiazma,  he  had 
been  escorting  the  French  army  as  his  prisoners ; 
chastisiDg  them  whenever  they  wanted  to  halt  or 
strike  fMt  of  the  high  road;  ihat  it  was  useless 
to  ran  any  risks  with  captives ;  that  the  Cossacks, 
a  Y^ua^gi^ard,  and  an  army  of  artillery,  were  quite 
to  finish  them>  and  make  them  pass  sue- 


(    221:    ) 

c^ssively  under  the  yoke ;  and  that  in  this  [ 
he  was  admirably  seconded  by  Napoleon.  1 
should  he  seek  to  purchase  of  Fortune  what 
was  so  generously  giving  him  ?  Was  not  the  t 
of  Napoleon's  destiny  already  irrevocably  marl 
It  was  in  the  marshes  of  the  Berezina  that 
meteor  would  be  extinguished,  this  colossus  o 
thrown^  in  the  midst  of  Wittgenstein,  Tchitche 
and  himself,  and  in  the  presence  of  the  assem 
Russian  armies.  As  for  himself,  he  would  I 
the  glory  of  delivering  him  up  to  them,  enfeeb 
disarmed,  and  dying ;  and  to  him  that  glory 
sufficient." 

To  this  discourse  the  English  officer,  still  i] 
active  and  eager,  replied  only  by  entreating 
£eki*marshal  **  to  leave  his  head-quarters  < 
for  a  few  moments,  and  advance  upon  the  heig 
there  he  would  see  that  the  last  moment  of  Ni 
leon  was  already  come.  Would  he  allow 
jeven  to  get  beyond  the  frontiers  of  old  Ru: 
wbidi  loudly  called  for  the  sacrifice  of  this  g 
victim  ?  Nothing  remained  but  to  strike ;  let 
only  give  the  order,  one  charge  would  be  suffici 
and  in  two  hours  tlie  face  of  Europe  would  be 
ticely  changed  I" 

.  Then  gradually  getting  warmer  at  the  cooli 
with  which  Kutusof '  listened  to  him,  Wilson, 
the  third  time,  threatened  him  with  the  gen 
indignation.  *'  Already,  in  his  army,  at  the  s 
.of  the  straggling,  mutilated  ai^d  dying  colu 
which  was  about  to  escape  from  him,  he  might  1 
tb^  Gossapks  exclaiming  what  a  shame  it  wa 
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ullow  these  skeletons  to  escape  ia  tUs  maimer  ort 
of  their  tomb!"  But  Kutusof,  whom  old  age, 
that  misfortune  without  hope,  rendered  indiffe- 
rent, became  angry  at  the  attempts  made  to  move 
him,  and  by  a  short  and  violent  answer,  shut  the 
indignant  Englishman's  mouth. 

It  is  asserted,  that  the  report  of  a  spy  had  re- 
presented to  him  Krasnoe  as  filled  with  an  en(Mr« 
mous  mass  of  the  imperial  guard,  and  that  the  M 
marshal  was  afraid  of  compromising  his  repota- 
tion  by  attacking  it.  But  the  sight  of  our  dis- 
tress emboldened  Beningsen ;  this  chief  of  the 
staff  prevailed  upon  Strogonof,  Grallitzin,  and  Mi- 
loradowitch,  with  a  force  of  more  thai  fifty  thou- 
sand Russians,  and  one  hundred  pieces  of  c$st 
nOn,  to  venture  to  attack  at  daylight,  in  spite  of 
Kutusof,  fourteen  thousand  famished,  enfeebled, 
and  half-frozen  French  and  Italians. 

This  was  a  danger,  the  imminence  of  wbidi 
Napoleon  fully  comprdiended.  He  might  have 
escaped  it ;  daylight  had  not  yet  appeared.  Be 
was  at  liberty  to  avoid  this  fatid  engagement ;  td 
gain  Orcha  and  Borizof  by  rapid  marches  along 
with  Eugene  and  his  guard ;  there  he  could  rally 
his  forces  with  thirty  thousand  French  under  Vie* 
tor  mA  Oudinot,  with  Dombrowski,  with  Regnier, 
with  Schvrartzemberg,  and  with  all  his  depots,  aa^ 
he  might  again,  the  following  year,  make  his  ap- 
pearance as  formidable  as  evirr. 

On  die  17th,  before  daylight,  he  issued  Jm 
orders,  armed  himsdf,  md  going  out  oft  foot 
at  the  head'  of  his  old  guard,  began  las  marA- 
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But  it  was  not  towards  Poland,  his  ally,  tha 
was  directed,  nor  towards  France,  where 
would  be  still  received  as  the  head  of  a  rising 
nasty,  and  the  Emperor  of  the  West  His  w< 
on  taking  up  his  sword  on  this  occasion,  were 
have  sufficiently  acted  the  emperor;  it  is  t 
that  I  should  be  the  general."  He  turned  I 
into  the  midst  of  eighty  thousand  enemies,  pluD 
into  the  thickest  of  them  in  order  to  draw  all  t 
efforts  against  him,  to  make  a  diversion  in  fi 
of  Davoust  and  Ney,  and  to  tear  them  froi 
country,  which  had  closed  itsdf  upon  them. 

Daylight  at  last  appeared,  exhibiting  on 
side  the  Russian  battalions  and  batteries,  wl 
on  three  sides,  in  front,  on  our  right,  and  in 
rear,  bounded  the  horizon,  and  on  the  other,  Nj 
leon  with  his  six  thousand  guards  advancing  i 
a  firm  step,  and  proceeding  to  take  his  plac 
&e  middle  of  that  terrible  circle.  At  the  s 
time  Mortier,  a  few  yards  in  front  of  the  En 
ror,  displayed,  in  the  face  of  the  whole  Rus 
army,  the  five  thousand  men  which  still  remai 
to  him. 

Their  object  was  to  defend  the  right  flan 
the  great  road  from  Krasnoe  to  the  great  ra 
in  the  direction  of  Stachowa.  A  battidimi  of  c 
jietirf  of  the  old  guard,  formed  in  a  square  lifce  a 
tress,  was  planted  close  to  the  h%h  road,  and:» 
as  a  support  to  the  left  wing  of  our  yonttg- 
diers.  On  their  right,  in  the  plains  of  snow  w 
surrounded  Krasnoe^  the  remains  of  the  cm 
of  the  guard,  a  few  camion,  and  the  fouv  hoa 
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cavallry  of  Latour-Maubourg  (as  since  they  left 
Smolensky  the  cold  had  killed  or  dispersed  five 
hundred  of  them)  occupied  the  place  of  the  bat- 
talions and  batteries  which  the  French  army  no 
longer  possessed* 

Claparede  remained  at  Krasnoe,  where,  with  a 
few  soldiers,  he  protected  the  wounded,  the  bag* 
gage,  and  the  retreat.  Prince  Eugene  continued 
his  retreat  towards  Liady.  His  engagement  of 
the  preceding  day  and  his  night  march  had  en- 
tirely broken  up  his  corps ;  his  divisions  only  re- 
tained sufficient  bond  of  connection  to  strog^e 
together  and  to  perish,  but  not  to  fight. 

Meantime  Roguet  had  been  recalled  from  the 
field  of  battle  at  Maliewo.  The  enemy  kept  push- 
ing columns  across  that  village,  and  was  extending 
more  and  more  beyond  our  right  in  order  to  sur- 
round us.  The  battle  then  commenced.  But 
what  kind  of  battle  ?  The  Emperor  had  here  no 
sudden  illumination  to  trust  to,  no  flashes  of  mo- 
mentary inspiration,  none  of  those  great  strokes 
so  unforeseen  firom  their  boldness,  which  ravish 
fortune  and  extort  victory,  and  by  which  he  had 
so  often  disconcerted,  stunned,  and  crushed  his 
enemies.  All  their  movements  were  now  free, 
all  ours  enchained,  and  the  genius  of  attack  was 
reduced  to  defence. 

Here  then  it  became  perfectly  evident  that  re- 
nown is  not  a  vain  shadow,  that  she  is  real  strmigth, 
and  doubly  powerful  by  the  inflexible  pride  which 
she  imparts  to  her  fevourites,  and  the  tiaud  pre? 
cautions  which  she  suggests  to  them  who  vcntufe 
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o  attack  her.  The  Russians  had  only  to  m 
forward,  without  manoeuvring,  even  without  fii 
their  mass  was  sufficient,  they  might  have  cru; 
Napoleon  and  his  feeble  troop :  but  they  did 
dare  to  attack  him.  They  were  awed  by 
sight  of  the  conqueror  of  Egypt  and  of  Eur 
The  Pyramids,  Marengo^  Austerlitz,  Friedl 
an  army  of  victories,  seemed  to  rise  between 
and  the  whole  of  the  Russians.  We  might  all 
fiincy  that»  in  the  eyes  of  that  submissive 
superstitious  people,  a  renown  so  extraordii 
possessed  something  of  supernatural :  that  t 
regarded  it  as  beyond  their  reach;  that  1 
believed  they  could  only  attack  and  demolis 
from  a  distance;  and  in  short,  that  against  that 
guard,  that  living  fortress^  that  column  of  grai 
as  it  had  been  styled  by  its  leaders,  human  eff 
were  impotent^  and  cannon  alone  could  de 
Ush  it. 

These  made  broad  and  deep  breaches  in 
ranks  of  Roguet  and  the  young  guard,  but  t 
killed  without  vanquishing.  These  young 
diers,  one  half  of  whom  had  never  before  beei 
an  engagement,  received  the  shock  of  death  d 
ing  three  hours  without  retreating  one  step,  wi 
out  making  a  single  movement  to  escape  it,  s 
without  being  able  to  return  it,  their  artilli 
having  been  broken,  and  the  Russians  keep 
beyond  the  reach  of  their  musketry. 

But  every  instant  strengthened  the  enemy  s 
weakened  Napoleon.  The  noise  of  the  cam 
and  Claparede  informed  him,  that  in  the  reai 
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ie,  Beningsen  was  proceeding  to  take  posk 
sessioa  of  the  road  to  Liady,  and  qat  off  his  le- 
treat.  The  ea8t»  the  west,  and  the  south  were 
sparUing  with  the  enemy's  fire;  one  side  only 
remained  free,  that  of  the  north  and  the  Dnieper, 
towards  an  eminence^  at  the  foot  of  which  were 
th6  great  road  and  the  Emperor.  We  fancied  w( 
saw  the  enemy  covering  this  eminence  with  Ub 
cannon :  in  that  situation  they  were  just  over 
Napoleon  8  head,  and  might  have  crushed  him  at 
a  few  yards  distance.  He  was  apprised  of  his 
danger,  cast  his  eyes  for  an  instant  up<m  it,  sad 
uttered  merely  these  words,  **  Very  well,  let  a 
battalion  of  my  chasseurs  take  possession  of  itf 
Immediately  afterwards,  without  paying  farther 
attention  to  it,  his  whole  looks  and  attentioii 
reverted  to  the  perilous  situation  of  Mortier. 

Then  at  last  Davoust  made  his  appearance, 
forcing  his  way  through  a  swarm  of  CossadWi 
whom  he  drove  away  by  a  precipitate  march.  At 
the  sight  of  Krasnoe,  this  marshal's  troops  dis- 
banded  themselves,  and  ran  across  the  fields  to 
get  beyond  the  right  of  the  enemy's  line,  in  the 
rear  of  which  they  had  come  up.  Davoust  aad 
his  geQcrak  could  only  rally  them  at  Kraaooe. 

The  first  corps  was  thus  preserved,  but  we 
learned  at  the  same  time  that  our  rear-guard 
could  no  longer  defend  itself  at  Krasnoe ;  that 
Ney  was  probably  still  at  Smolensk,  and  that 
we  must  give  up  waiting  for  him  any  longer. 
Napoleon,  however,  still  hesitated ;  he  could  not 
4eterniiBe  on  making  so  great  a 
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But  sf  last,  as  all  were  likely  to  perift 
Resolution  was  fixed.  He  called  Mortiei 
squeezing  his  hand  sorrowfully,  told  him, 
he  had  not  a  moment  to  lose ;  that  the  e 
^ere  overwhelming  him  in  all  directions; 
Kntusof  might  have  already  reached  Liady 
haps  Orcha,  and  the  last  winding  of  the  ] 
thenes  before  him ;  that  he  would  therefore  pr 
thither  rapidly  with  his  old  guard,  in  order 
eupy  the  passage.  Davoust  would  relieve  Mc 
but  Iboth  of  them  must  endeavour  to  hold  < 
Krasnoe  until  night,  after  which  they  must 
and  rejom  him.''  Then  with  his  heart  full  of 
tidisfortune,  and  despair  at  being  forced  to 
don  him,  he  withdrew  slowly  from  the.  fi< 
battle,  traversed  Krasnoe,  where  he  again  h 
and  then  cleared  his  way  to  liady. 

Moftier  was  anxious  to  obeyy  but  at  tha 
ment  the  Dutch  troops  of  the  guard  had 
along  widi  a  third  part  of  their  number,  a 
portant  post  which  they  were  defetiding,  ^ 
the  enemy  immediately  covered  with  arti 
Roguet,  feeling  the  destructive  effects  of  it 
fancied  he  was  able  to  extinguish  it.  A  reg 
which  he  sent  against  the  battery  was  repu 
a  second,  the  Ist  of  the  Voltigeurs,  got  inl 
middle  of  the  Russians,  and  stood  firm  ^ 
two  charge^  of  cavalry.  It  continued  to  adi^ 
torn  to  pieces  by  tte  grape-shot,  when  a 
duurge  overwhelmed  it.  Fifty  soldiers  an{ 
iren  officers  were  all  thit  Roguet  was  ab 
preserve. 

q2 
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That  general  had  lost  the  half  of  his  men.  It 
was  now  two  o  clocks  and  his  unshaken  fortitude 
still  kept  the  Russians  in  astonishment^  when  at 
last,  emboldened  by  the  Emperor's  departure,  they 
began  to  press  up<m  him  so  closely,  that  the  young 
guard  was  nearly  hemmed  in,  and  very  soon  in  a 
situation  in  which  it  conld  neither  hold  out,  nor 
retreat. 

Fortunately^  some  platoons  which  Davoust  had 
rallied,  and  the  appearance  of  another  troop  of  his 
stragglers,  attracted  the  enemy's  attention.  Mor- 
tier  availed  himself  of  it.  He  gave  orders  to  the 
three  thousand  men  he  had  still  remaining  to  le- 
treat  slowly  in  the  face  of  their  fifty  thousand 
enemies.  ^*  Do  you  hear,  soldiers?"  cried  Gene- 
ral Laborde,  ^*  the  marshal  orders  ordinary  time! 
Ordinary  time,  soldiers  1''  And  this  brave  and  va-> 
fortunate  troop,  dra^^^ing  with  them  some  of  their 
wounded,  under  a  shower  of  halls  and  grape-shot^, 
retired  as  slowly  from  this  field  of  carnage,  as  they 
would  have  done  from  a  field  of  manoeuvre. 


CHAP.  VI. 


As  soon  as  Mortier  had  succeeded  in  {riadag 
Krasnoe  between  him  and  Beningsen,  he  was.ia* 
safety.  Hie  communication  between  that  towftt 
and  Liady  was  only  interrupted*  by  the  fire  o{ti»> 
enemy  s  batteries,  which  flanked  the  left  sideioi 
the  great  road.    Colbert  and  Latour-Haubouigi 
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kept  them  in  cfaeck  upon  their  heights, 
course  of  this  march  a  most  singiriar  ac : 
happened.   A  howitzer  shell  entered  into  thi 
of  a  horse,  burst  there,  and  blew  him  to  : 
wiihoot  'W€faDdkag  bis  rider>  who  fell  upii 
leg^  and  went  on. 

The  Empenr  Mted  at  Liady,  four  ki 
from  the  fekl  of  battle.  When  night  came  <  i 
learned  that  Mortier>  who  he  thought  was  i 
rear,  had  got  before  him.  Melancholy  an : 
easy,  he  sent  for  him,  and  with  an  agitated  i 
said  to  him,  *^  that  he  lutd  certainly  fought  ; 
ously,  and  suffered  greatly.  But  why  hi; 
placed  his  Emperor  between  him  and  the  em 
why  had  he  exposed  him  to  be  cut  off?" 

The  marshal  had  got  the  start  of  Napi 
without  being  aware  of  it.  He  explained,  *' 
he  had  at  first  left  Davoust  in  Krasnoe,  agaii 
deavouring  to  rally  his  troops,  and  that  he 
self  had  halted,  not  far  from  that :  but  tha 
first  corps,  having  been  driven  back  upon  him. 
obliged  him  to  retrograde.  That  besides,  II 
sof  did  not  follow  up  his  victory  with  vigour, 
appeared  to  hang  upon  our  flank  with  all  his  i! 
witH  no  other  view  than  to  feast  his  eyes  oi; 
distress,  and  gather  up  our  stragglers." 

Next  day  the  march  was  continued  with 
tation.  The  impatient  stragglers  took  the  ! 
and  all  of  them  got  the  start  of  Napoleon ;  he 
on  foot,  with  a  stick  in  his  hand,  walking 
difficulty  and  repugnance,  and  halting  every  c 
ter  of  an  hour,  ^  if  unwilling  to  tear  himself 
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that  Old  Rusisiai  whose  frontier  he  had  just  passed, 
and  in  which  he  had  left  his  unfortunate  compa- 
nion in  arms. 

In  the  evening  he  reached  Dombrowna,  fi 
wooden  town,  with  a  population  like  liady;  a 
novel  sight  for  an  army,  which  had  for  du'e^ 
months  seen  nothing  but  ruins.  We  had  at  last 
emerged  from  old  Russia  and  her  deserts  of  snow 
and  ashes,  and  entered  into  a  friendly  and  inha- 
bited country,  whose  language  we  understood. 
The  weather  just  then  became  milder,  a  thaw  had 
begun,  and  we  received  some  provisions. 

Thus  the  winter,  the  enemy,  solitude,  and  with 
some  famine  and  bivouacs,  all  ceased  at  once; 
but  it  was  too  late.  The  Emperor  saw  his  army 
was  destroyed ;  every  moment  the  name  of  Ney 
escaped  from  his  lips,  with  exclamations  of  grie£ 
That  night  particularly  he  was  heard  groaaix^ 
and  exclaiming,  **  That  the  misery  of  his  poor  sol- 
diers cut  him  to  the  hearty  and  yet  diat  he  could 
not  succour  them  without  fixipg  himself  m  some 
place :  but  where  could  he  rest  without  ammuni- 
tion, provisions,  or  artillery  ?  He  was  no  longer 
strong  enough  to  halt ;  he  mufit  reach  Minsk  as 
quickly  as  possible." 

He  had  hardly  spoken  the  words,  when  a  Polisl^ 
officer  came  in  with  the  news  that  Minsk,  his  maga- 
zine, his  retreat,  his  only  hope,  had  just  fallen  int^ 
the  hands  of  the  Russians,  Tchitcha^Lof  having  en- 
tered it  on  the  16th.  Napoleon,  at  first,  was  mute 
and  overpowered  at  this  last  blow ;  but  immediately 
afterwards,  elevating  himself  in  proporlioa  t»  lus 
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danger,  he  coolly  replied,  "  Very  well !  we  have 
now  nothing  to  do,  but  to  clear  ourselves  a  pas- 
sage with  our  bayonets." 

But  to  reach  this  new  enemy,  who  had  escaped 
iirom  Schwartzemberg,  or  whom  Schwartzeinberg 
had  perhaps  allowed  to  pass,  (for  we  knew  nor- 
thing of  the  circumstances,)  and  to  escape  from 
Kutusof  and  Wittgenstein,  we  must  cross  the  Be- 
rezina at  Borizof.  W  ith  that  view  Napoleon  (on 
the  19th  of  November,  from  Dombrowna)  sent 
orders  to  Dombrowski  to  give  up  all  idea  of  fight- 
ing Hoertel,  and  proceed  with  all  haste  to  occupy 
that  passage.  The  Duke  of  Reggio  was  written 
to,  to  march  rapidly  to  the  same  point,  and  to 
hasten  to  recover  Minsk ;  the  Duke  of  Belluno 
would  cover  his  march.  After  giving  these  orders, 
his  agitation  was  appeased,  and  his  mind,  worn 
out  with  suffering,  sunk  into  depression. 

It  was  still  far  from  daylight,  when  a  singular 
lioise  drew  him  out  of  his  lethargy.  Some  say 
that  shots  were  at  first  heard,  which  had  been 
fired  by  our  own  people,  in  order  to  draw  out  of 
the  houses  such  as  had  taken  shelter  in  them, 
that  they  might  take  their  places ;  others  assert, 
that  from  a  disorderly  practice,  too  common  in 
4>ur  bivouacs,  of  vociferating  to  each  other,  the 
name  of  Hausanne,  a  grenadier,  being  suddenly 
called  out  loudly  in  the  midst  of  a  profound  si- 
lence, was  mistaken  for  the  alert  cry  of  aiLc  arrne^y 
which  announced  a  surprise  by  the  enemy. 

Whatever  might  be  the  cause,  everyone  imme- 
diately saw,  or  fancied  he  saw,  the  Cossacks,  and 
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a  great,  noise  of  war  and  of  alarm  surrounded  Na- 
poleon. Without  disturbing  himself,  he  said  to 
Rapp,  *'  Go  and  see,  it  is  no  doubt  some  rascally 
Cossacks,  determined  to  disturb  our  sleep  !**  But 
it  became  very  soon  a  complete  tumult  of  mea 
running  to  fight  or  to  flee, .  and  who  meeting  in 
the  dark,  mistook  each  other  for  enemies. 

Napoleon  for  a  moment  imagined  that  a  serious 
attack  had  been  made.  As  an  embanked  stream 
of  water  ran  through  the  town,  he  inquired  if  the 
remaining  artillery  had  been  placed  behind  that 
ravine,  and  being  informed  that  the  precaution 
bad  been  neglected,  he  himself  immediately  ran 
to  the  bridge,  and  caused  «the  cannon  to  be  hur- 
ried over  to  the  other  side. 

He  then  returned  to  his  old  guard,  and  stop- 
ping in  front  of  each  battalion  :  ''  Grenadiers  T 
said  he  to  them,  ''  we  are  retreating  without  being 
conquered  by  the  enemy,  let  us  not  be  vanquished 
by  ourselves  !  Set  an  example  to  the  army !  Se- 
veral of  you  have  already  abandoned  their  eagles, 
and  even  thrown  away  their  arms.  I  have  no 
wish  to  have  recourse  to  military  laws  to  put  a 
stop  to  this  disorder,  but  appeal  entirely  to  your- 
selves! Dojustice  among  yourselves.  To  your  own 
honour  I  commit  the  support  of  your  discipline  f 

The  other  troops  he  harangued  in  the  same 
manner.  These  few  words  were  quite  suflScient 
to  the  old  grenadiers,  who  probably  had  no  oc- 
casion for  them.  The  others  received  them  with 
acclamation,  but  an  hour  afterwards,  when  the 
inarch  was  resumed,  they  were  quite  forgotten. 
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As  to  his  rear-guard/ throwing  the  greatest'  part 
of  the  blame  of  this  hot  alarm  upon  it,  he  sent  an 
angry  message  to  Davoust  on  the  subject. 

At  Orcha  we  found  rather  an  abundant  supply 
of  provisions,  a  bridge  equipage  of  sixty  boats^ 
with  .all  its  appurtenances,  which  were  bumt^ 
and  thirty-six  pieces  of  cannon,  with  their  harness, 
which  were  distributed  between  Davoust,  Eugene, 
and  Latour-Maubourg.  » 

Here  for  the  first  time  we  again  met  with  the 
officers  and  gendarmes,  who  had  been  sent  for  the 
purpose  of  stopping  on  the  two  bridges  of  the 
Dnieper  the  crowd  of  stragglers,  and  making  them 
rejoin  their  columns.  But  those  eagles  which 
ibrmerly  promised  every  thing,  were  now  looked 
upon  as  of  fatal  omen,  and  deserted  accordingly. 

Disorder  was  already  regularly  organized,  and 
had  enlisted  in  its  ranks  men  who  showed  theit 
ability  in  its  service.*  When  an  immense  crowd 
had  been  collected,  these  wretches  called  out  '^the 
Cossacks !"  with  a  view  to  quicken  the  march  of 
those  who  preceded  them  and  to  increase  the  tu- 
mult. They  then  took  advantage  of  it,  to  steal 
the  provisions  and  cloaks  of  those  whom  they  had 
thrown  off  their  guard. 

The  gendarmes,  who  again  saw  this  army  for 
the  first  time  since  its  disasters,  were  astonished 
at  the  sight  of  such  misery,  terrified  at  the  great 
confusion,  and  became  discouraged.  This  friendly 
frontier  was  entered  tumultuously ;  it  would  have 
been  given  up  to  pillage,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
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guard,  aad  a  few  hundred  men  who  remained 
with  Prince  Eugene. 

Napolecm  entered  Orcha  with  aix  thoumd 
guardB,  the  remains  of  thirty*fiye  thousand  I  Eu- 
gene, with  eighteen  hundred  soldiers,  the  re^ 
mains  of  fbrty-two  thousand  1  Daroust,  iritk 
four  thousand,  the  remains  of  seventy  thousand  1 

This  marshal  had  lost  every  thing,  was  with* 
out  linen,  and  emaciated  with  hunger.  He  seiased 
upon  a  loaf  which  was  oifered  him  by  one  of  his 
companions  in  arms,  and  devoured  it.  A  hand- 
kerchief was  given  him  to .  wipe  his  &ce,  which 
viras  covered  with  rime.  He  exclaimed,  ''that 
none  but  men  of  iron  constitutions  could  support 
such  trials,  that  it  was  phyncally  impossible  to 
resist  them ;  that  there  were  limits  to  human 
strength,  the  farthest  of  which  had  been  ex- 
ceeded/' 

He  it  was  who  at  first  supported  the  retreat  as 
fitr  as  Wiazma.  He  was  still,  according  to  his  cua* 
torn,  halting  at  all  the  defiles,  and  remaining  there 
the  very  last,  sending  every  one  to  his  ranks,  and 
struggling  with  the  disorder.  He  made  his  sol- 
diers insult  and  strip  of  their  booty  such  of  their 
companions  as  threw  away  their  arms ;  the  osly 
means  of  retaining  the  first  and  punishing  the 
last.  Nevertheless,  his  methodical  and  seveie 
genius,  so  much  out  of  its  element  in  that  scene 
of  universal  confusion,  has  been  accused  of  bemg 
too  much  astonished  at  it. 

The  Emperor  made  fruitless  attempts  to  stop 
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|)ie  discouragement.  When  aloate,  he  was  heard 
compaysioaating  the  sufferings  of  his  soldiers ; 
but  exteroally>  even  upon  that  point,  he  wished 
to  appear  inflexible.  He  issued  a  proclainationy 
^'  ordering  every  one  to  return  to  their  ranks ;  if 
they  did  not,  he  would  strip  the  officers  of  their 
grades,  and  put  the  soldiers  to  death/' 

A  threat  like  this  produced  neither  good  nor 
bad  impression  upon  men  who  had  beoome  insen- 
sible, or  were  reduced  to  despair,  fleeing,  not 
from  danger,  but  from  suffering,  and  less  appre* 
hensive  of  the  death  with  which  they  were  threat- 
ened than  of  the  life  that  was  offered  to  them. 

But  Napoleon's  confidence  increased  with  his 
peril ;  in  lus  eyes,  and  in  the  midst  of  these  de« 
serts  of  mud  and  ice,  that  handful  of  men  was  al- 
ways the  grand  army !  and  himself  the  conqueror 
of  Europe  I  and  there  was  no  infatuation  in 
this  firmness ;  we  were  certain  of  it,  when,  in  this 
very  town,  we  saw  him  burning  with  his  own 
hands  every  thing  belonging  to  him,  which  might 
serve  as  trophies  to  the  enemy,  in  the  event  of  his 
fall. 

There  also  were  unfortunately  consumed  all 
the  papers  which  he  had  collected  in  order  to 
write  the  history  of  his  life,  for  such  was  his  in- 
tention when  he  set  out  for  that  fatal  war.  He 
had  then  determined  to  halt  as  a  threatening  con- 
queror on  the  borders  of  the  Diina  and  the  Boris^ 

thenes^  to  which  he  now  returned  as  a  disarmed 

* 

fugitive.    At  that  time  he  regarded  the  ennui  of 
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BIX  winter  months,  which  he  would  have  heett 
detained  on  these  rirers,  ^f^  his  greatest  enemy, 
and  to  overcome  it,  this  second  Gsesar  intended 
there  tb  have  dictated  his  Commentaries. 


CHAP.  VIL 

Evert  thing,  however,  was  now  changed ;  two 
hostile  armies  had  cut  off  his  retreat.  The  ques- 
tion to  decide  was,  through  which  of  them  he 
must  attempt  to  cut  his  way :  and  as  he  knew 
nothing  of  the  Lithuanian  forests  into  which  he 
was  about  to  penetrate,  he  called  a  council  of 
such  of  his  officers  as  had  passed  through  them  in 
order  to  reach  him. 

Of  this  council  Was  Jomini.  The  Emperor 
began  by  saying,  that  '''Too  much  familiarity 
with  great  victories  was  frequently  the  precursor 
of  great  disasters,  but  that  recriminati6n  was  now 
out  of  the  question."  He  then  mentioned  the 
capture  of  Minsk,  tod  after  admitting  the  skiHbl- 
ness  of  Kutusof  s  persevering  manoeuvres  on  hid 
right  flank,  declared  **  that  he  tneant  to  abandon 
his  line  of  operations  on  the  Minsk,  unite  with  the 
Dukes  of  Belluno  and  Reggio,  cut  his  way  through 
Wittgenstein's  army,  and  regain  Wilna  by  taming 
round  the  sources  of  the  Berezina." 

Jomini  combated  this  plan.  That  Swiss  general 
described  the  position  of  Wittgenstein  its  a  seriies 
of  long  defiles,  in  which  his  resistance  might  be 
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either  ebfttinate  or  flexible,  but  in  either  way  so^ 
ficiently  long  to  con«uBEiinate  our  ruin.  He  added^ 
that  in  this  season,  and  in  such  a  state  of  di8order> 
a  chapge  of  route  would  complete  the  destructioa 
of  the  army;  that  it  would  lose  itself  in  the  cross-* 
roads,  amidst  barren  and  marshy  forests;  he 
maintained  that  the  great  roietd  could  alone  keep 
it  in  any  degree  of  union.  Borizof,  and  its  bridge 
over  the  Berezina,  were  still  open,  and  it  would 
be  suflScient  to  reach  it. 

He  then  stated  that  he  knew  of  a  road  to 
the  right  of  that  town,  constructed  on  wooden 
bridges^  and  passing  across  the  marshes  of  Lithu<» 
ania.  This  was  the  only  road,  by  his  account, 
by  which  the  army  could  reach  Wilna  by  Zembin 
and  Malodeczno,  leaving  Minsk  on  the  left,  its 
road  a  day's  journey  longer,  its  fifty  broken  bridges 
tendering  a  passage  impracticable,  and  Tchit^ 
chakof  in  possession  of  them.  la  this  manner 
we  should  pass  between  the  two  hostile  armiesv 
a.voidiiig  them  both. 

The  Emperor  was  staggered ;  but  as  his  pride* 
revolted  at  the  appearance  of  avoiding  an  engage* 
MutaU  and  be  was  anxious  to  signalize  his  departure 
from  ^issia  by  a  victory,  he  sent  for  Oeneral 
Dffdde,  of  the  engineers.  As  soon  as  he  saw  him 
he  called  out  to  him, ''  Whether  ^all  we  retreat ^ 
by  Zermbin,  or  go  and  beat  Wittgenstein  at  Smo-^ 
liaotzy  ?''  and  koofwing  that  Dodde  had  just  come 
from  the  latter  position,  he  asked  him  if  it  was- 
atjUtcbible? 
.  His.  r^ply  was;  that  Wittgenstein  occupied' a 
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height  which  entirely  comttdnded  that  miry 
country;  that  it  woidd  be  necessary  for  ns  to^ 
tack  aboat,  within  his  sight  and  withhi  his  reach, 
by  following  the  windings  and  turnings  of  the 
road,  in  order  to  ascend  to  the  Russian  camp ; 
that  thus  our  column  of  attack  would  be  loi^  ex-' 
posed  to  their  fire>  first  its  left  and  then  its  right 
flank ;  that  this  position  was  therefore  unapprbach- 
slble  in  fronts  and  that  to  turn  it,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  retrograde  towards  Witepsk,  and 
take  too  long  a  circuit. 

Disappointed  in  this  last  hope  d  glory.  Napo- 
leon then  decided  for  BorisBof.  He  ordered 
General  EbU  to  take  eight  companies  of  sappers 
and  pontonniers  to  secure  the  passage  of  the 
Berezina,  and  General  Jomini  to  aM  as  guide  to 
Imn.  But  he  said  at  the  same  time,  ^'  that  it  was 
cruel  to  retreat  without  figfatingi  to  have  the  ap- 
pearance of  flight.  If  he  had  any  magafieine,  any 
point  of  support,  which  would  allow  him  to  hait, 
he  would  still  prove  to  Europe^  that  &e  always 
kilew  how  to  fight  and  to  conquer^'' 

All  these  illusions  were  now dratroyed.  At  Smo- 
lensk, where  he  arrived  first,  and  from  which  he 
Iras  the  first  to  depart,  he  had  rather  been  iftformed^ 
of,  than  witnessed  his  ^saster^  At  Krttsnoe,  wbera 
our  miseries  had  successively  been  imrcjled  be- 
fore his  eyes,  the  peril  had  distracted  hisr  att^^- 
lion ;  but  at  Orcha  he  could  contemplate,  at  onee 
aokd  leisurely,  the  extent  oi  h»  misfortunes. 

At  Smolensk,  twenty-five  thousaild  comba- 
tants, one  hundred  and  ^y  caiuion,  the-  army- 
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chesty  and  the  liope  of  life  andlireathing  at  liberty 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Berezina  still  remained } 
here,  there  were  scarcely  ten  thousand  soldiers^ 
almost  without  clothing  or  shoes,  entangled 
amidst  a  crowd  of  dying  men^  with  a  few  cannon^ 
And  a  pillaged  army-chest. 

In  five  days,  every  evil  had  been  aggravated ; 
destruction  and  disorganization  had  made  frightful 
progress;  Minsk  had  been  taken.  He  had  no 
longer  to  lode  for  rest  and  abundance  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Berezina,  but  fresh  contests  with  a 
new  enemy^  Finally,  the  defection  of  Austria 
from  his  alliance  seemed  to  be  declared,  and  per- 
haps it  ¥ras  a  signal  given  to  all  Europe. 
•  Napoleon  was  even  uncertalm  whether  he  should 
reach  Borizof  in  time  to  meet  the  new  peril, 
which  Schwartzetnberg's  hesitation  seemed  to  have 
prepared  for  him.  We  have  seen  that  a  third 
Russian  army,  that  of  Wittgenstein,  menaced,  on 
his  right,  the  interval  which  separated  him  from 
titttt  town ;  that  he  had  sent  the  Duke  of  Belluno 
against  him,  and  had  ordered  that  marshal  to 
letrieve  the  opportunity  he  had  lost  on  the  1st 
of  November,  and  to  resume  the  offensive. 

In  obedience  to  these  orders,  on  the  14th  of 
November,  the  very  day  Napoleon  quitted  Smo-* 
knsk,  the  Dukes  of  Belluno  and  of  Reggio  had 
attacked  and  driven  back  the  out-posts,  of  Witt- 
genstein towards  Smoliantzy,  preparing,  by  this 
•Dgagement,  for  a  battle  which  they  agreed 
should  take  place  on  the. following  day. 
'  The  French  were  thirty  thousand  against  forty 
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tbouttnd;  there,:  as  well  a»  at  Wiazma,  die 
goldiers  were  safficiently  numerMs,  if  they  had 
BOt  had  too  many  leaders. 
•  The  two  marshals  diss^reed.  Victor  wished  ta 
manoeuvre  on  the  eaemy's  left  wing,  to  overthrown 
Wittgenstein  with  the  two  French  corps,  and 
ttiarch  by  Botscheikowo  on  Kanien,  and  fronat 
Kamen  by  Pouichna  to  Beresino.  -  Ondindt 
warmly  disapproved  of  this  plan,  saying*  that  it 
would  separate  them  from  the  grand  army,  wfaiclL 
required  their  assistance. 

Thus,  one  of  the  leaders  wishing  ta  maaoeavre^ 
and. the  other  to  attack  in  front,  they  did  neither 
the  one  nor  t;he  other.  Oudindt  retired  duringthei 
night  to  Gzfereia,  and  Victor,  discovering  thkie- 
treat  at  day-break,  was  compelled  to  ftiMow  hkfgk*  * 

He  halted  within  a  day's  march  of  the  Lukidai^^ 
towards  Senno,  where  Wittgenstein  did  not  mneh 
disturb  him ;  but  at  last  the  Duke  of  Reggpo^  re- 
ceiving the  order  dated  from  DombixMvna,  which 
directed  him  to .  Minsk,  Victor  was  about  to  be 
left  alone  before  the  Russian  gen^nl.  It  was. 
possible  that  the  latter  would  then  become, 
aware  of  his  superiority :  and  the  Emperor^,  who^ 
at  Orcha,  on  the  20th  of  November,  saw  hia  rear- 
guard lost,  his  left  flank  menaced  by  Kutusof^afidr 
his  advance  column  stopt  at  the  Berezina- bj 
army  of  Volhinia,  learned  that  Witt^nateia 
forty  thousand  more  enemies,  far  fronuJb^pgu 
beaten  and  repulsed,  were  ready  to  &11  qpon,|tt%i> 
right,  and  that  he  had  no  time  to  los^     .     .«.«  4» 

But  Napoleon  was  long  before  he  could  .dqt«Crf- 
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mine  to  quit  the  Boristhenes.  It  appeared  to  him 
that  this  was  like  a  second  abandonment  of  the 
unfortunate  Ney,  and  casting  off  for  ever  his 
intrepid  companion  in  arms.  There,  as  he  had 
done  at  Liady  and  Dombrowna,  he  was  calling 
every  hour  of  the  day  and  night,  and  sending  to 
inquire  if  no  tidings  had  been  heard  of  that  mar-* 
shal ;  but  not  a  trace  of  his  existence  had  tran- 
spired through  the  Russian  army ;  four  days  this 
mortal  silence  had  lasted,  and  yet  the  Emperor 
still  continued  to  hope. 

At  last,  being  compelled,  on  the  20th  of  No- 
vember, to  quit  Orcha^  he  still  left  there  Eugene, 
Mortier,  and  Davoust,  and  halted  at  two  leagues 
from  thence,  inquiring  for  Ney,  and  still  expect- 
ing hioL  The  same  feeling  of  grief  pervaded  the 
whole  army,  of  which  Orcha  then  contained  the 
remains.  As  soon  as  the  most  pressing  wants 
allowed  a  moment's  rest,  the  thoughts  and  looks 
of  every  one  were  directed  towards  the  Russian 
bank.  They  listened  for  any  warlike  noise  which 
might  announce  the  arrival  of  Ney,  or  rather  his 
last  sighs ;  but  nothing  was  to  be  seen  but  enemies 
who  were  already  menacing  the  bridges  of  the 
Boristhenes !  One  of  the  three  leaders  then 
wished  to  destroy  them,  but  the  others  refused 
their  consent,  on  the  ground,  tliat  this  would  be 
again  separating  them  from  their  companion  in 
ttrms^  and  a  confession  that  they  despaired  of 
mving  him,  an  idea  to  which,  from  their  dread  of 
•o  great  a  nusfortune,  they  could  not  reconcile 
themselves. 

VOL.'  II.  E 
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But  with  the  fourth  day  all  hope  at  last  vanish- 
ed. Night  only  brought  with  it  a  wearisome  re* 
pose.  They  blamed  themselves  for  Ney's  misfor* 
tune,  forgetting  that  it  was  utterly  impossible  to 
wait  longer  for  the  third  corps  in  the  plains  of 
Krasnoe,  where  they  must  have  fought  for  another 
twenty- eight  hours,  when  they  had  merely  strength 
and  ammunition  left  for  one. 

Already,  as  is  the  case  in  all  cruel  losses,  they 
began  to  treasure  up  recollections.  Davoust  was 
the  last  who  had  quitted  the  unfortunate  marshal, 
and  Mortier  and  the  viceroy  were  inquiring  of 
him  what  were  his  last  words !  At  the  first  reports 
of  the  cannonade  opened  on  the  16th  on  Napo- 
leon, Ney  was  anxious  immediately  to  evacuate 
Smolensk  in  the  suite  of  the  viceroy ;  Davoust 
refused,  pleading  the  orders  of  the  £mperor,  and 
the  obligation  to  destroy  the  ramparts  of  the  town« 
The  two  chiefs  became  warm,  and  Davoust  per- 
sisting to  remain  until  the  following  day,  Ney, 
who  had  been  appointed  to  bring  up  the  rear,  was 
compelled  to  wait  for  him. 

It  is  true,  that  on  the  16th,  Davoust  sent  to 
Warn  him  of  his  danger;  but  Ney,  either  from 
a  change  of  opinion,  or  from  an  angry  ied^ 
ing  against  Davoust,  returned  him  for  answer* 
'*That  all  the  Cossacks  in  the  universe  should 
not  prevent  him  from  executing  his  instruetions^'^ 

After  exhausting  these  recollectionts  atid  all 
iheir  conjectures,  they  again  fell  into  a  moM 
melancholy  silence,  when  suddenly  they  lieani       | 
the  steps  of  several  horses,  and  then  the  joyful 
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cry,  *'  Marshal  Ney  is  safe !  here  are  some  Polish 
cavalry  come  to  announce  his  approach  I"  One  of 
his  officers  then  galloped  in,  and  informed  them 
that  the  marshal  was  advancing  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  Boristhenes,  and  had  sent  him  to  ask  for 
assistance. 

Night  had  just  set  in ;  Davoust,  Eugene,  and 
Mortier  had  only  its  short  duration  to  revive 
and  animate  the  soldiers,  who  had  hitherto  always 
bivouacked.  For  the  first  time  since  they  left 
Moscow,  these  poor  fellows  had  received  a  suf- 
ficient quantum  of  provisions ;  they  were  about  to 
prepare  them  and  to  take  their  rest,  warm  and 
under  cover :  how  was  it  possible  to  make  them 
resume  their  arms,  and  turn  them  from  their  asy- 
lums during  that  night  of  rest,  whose  inexpressi- 
ble sweets  they  had  just  begun  to  taste  ?  Who 
could  persuade  them  to  interrupt  it,  to  retrace  their 
steps,  and  return  once  more  into  the  darkness  and 
frozen  deserts  of  Russia  ? 

Eugene  and  Mortier  disputed  the  honour  of  this 
sacrifice,  and  the  first  only  carried  it  in  right  of 
his  superior  rank.  Shelter  and  the  distribution 
of  provisions  had  effected  that  which  threats  had 
failed  to  do.  The  stragglers  were  rallied,  the 
viceroy  again  found  himself  at  the  head  of  four 
thousand  men;  all  were  ready  to  march  at  the 
news  of  Ney's  danger ;  but  it  was  their  last  effort. 
They  advanced  in  darkness,  by  unknown  roads, 
and  had  proceeded  two  leagues  at  random.  Their 
anxiety  >vas  already  increased.  Had  they  lost 
their  way  ?  were  they  too  late  ?  bad  their  unfor- 
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tunate  companioos  falleo  ?  was  it  ^the  victorioua 
Russian  army  they  were  about  to  meet  ?  In  this 
yncertainty.  Prince  Eugene  directed  some  cannon 
^t  to  be  fired*  Immediately  after  they  fancied 
^hey  heard  signals  of  distress  on  that  sea  of  snow; 
they  proceeded  from  the  third  corps^  which^  haWog 
lost  all  its  artillery,  answered  the  cannon  of  the 
fourth  by  some  voUies  of  platoon  firing. 

The  two  corps  were  thus  directed  towards  their 
meeting.  Ney  and  Eugene  were  the  first  to  re- 
cognize each  other;  they  ran  up,  Eugene  more 
precipitately,  and  threw  themselves  into  each 
other's  arms.  Eugene  wept,  Ney  let  some  angry 
Yords  escape  him.  The  first  was  delighted, 
melted,  and  elevated  by  the  warlike  heroism 
which  his  chivalrous  heroism  bad  just  saved!  The 
latter,  still  heated  from  the  combat,  irritated  at 
the  dangers  which  the  honour  of  the  army  had  run 
in  his  person,  and  blaming  Davoust,  whom  be 
wrongfully  accused  of  having  deserted  him. 

Some  hours  afterwards,  when  the  latter  wished 
to  excuse  himself,  he  could  draw  nothing  from 
Ney  but  a  severe  look,  and  these  words.  **  Mon- 
sieur le  Mar^chal,  I  have  no  reproaches  to  make  to 
you ;  God  is  our  witness  and  your  judge!*' 

When  the  two  corps  had  fairly  recognized  each 
other,  they  no  longer  kept  their  ranks.  Soldiers,  offi- 
cers, generals,  all  ran  towards  each  other.  Thos^  of 
Eugene  shook  hands  with  those  of  Neys  they 
touched  them  with  a  joyful  mixture  of  astooisb- 
ment  and  curiosity,  and  pressed  them  to  iheix 
b6sqms  with  the  tenderest  compassion.    The  re- 
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fireshments  and  brandy  which  they  had  just 
received  they  lavished  .  upon  them ;  they  over- 
whelmed them  with  questions.  They  then  all 
proceeded  together  in  company,  towards  Orcha» 
all  impatient,  Eugene's  soldiers  to  hear,  and  Ney'g 
to  tell  their  story. 


CHAP.  VIII. 


They  stated,  that  on  the  1 7th  of  November  they 
bad  quitted  Smolensk  with  twelve  cannon,  six 
thousand  infantry,  and  three  hundred  cavalry, 
leaving  there  five  thousand  sick  at  the  mercy  of 
the  enemy ;  and  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  noise 
of  Platofs  cannon,  and  the  explosion  of  the  mines, 
their  marshal  would  never  have  been  able  to  bring 
away  from  the  ruins  of  that  city  seven  thousand 
unarmed  stragglers  who  had  taken  shelter  there. 
They  dwelt  upon  the  attentions  which  their 
leader  had  shown  to  the  wounded,  and  to  the 
women  and  their  children,  proving  upon  this  oc; 
casion  that  the  bravest  was  again  the  most 
humane. 

At  the  gates  of  the  city  an  infamous  actioii 
struck  them  with  a  degree  of  horror  which  was 
still  undiminished.  A  mother  had  abandoned  her 
little  son,  only  five  years  old ;  in  spite  of  his  cries 
and  tears,  she  had  driven  him  away  from  het 
sledge  which  was  too  heavily  laden.  She  herself 
cried  out  with  a  distracted  air,  **  that  he  had  never 
seen  France !  that  he  would  not  regret  it?  as  for 
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her,  she  knew  France  1  she  was  resolved  to  see 
France  once  more !"  Twice  did  Ney  himself  re- 
place the  unfortunate  child  in  the  arms  of  his 
mother,  twice  did  she  cast  him  off  on  the  frazen 
snow. 

This  solitary  crime,  amidst  a  thousand  instances 
of  the  most  devoted  and  sublime  tenderness,  they 
did  not  leave  unpunished*  The  unnatural  mother 
was  herself  abandoned  to  the  same  snow  from 
which  her  infant  was  snatched,  and  entrusted  to 
another  mother ;  this  little  orphan  was  exhibited 
in  their  ranks;  he  was  afterwards  seen  at  the 
Berezina,  then  at  Wilna,  even  at  Kowno,  and 
finally  escaped  from  all  the  horrors  of  the  retreat 

The  officers  of  Ney  continued,  in  answer  to  the 
pressing  questions  of  those  of  Eug^e ;  they  de- 
picted themselves  advancing  towards  Krasnoe, 
with  theirmarshal  at  their  head,  completely  across 
our  immense  wrecks,  dragging  after  them  one 
afflicted  multitude,  and  preceded  by  another, 
whose  steps  were  quickened  by  hunger. 

They  described  how  they  found  the  bottom  of 
each  ravine  filled  with  helmets,  hussar-^caps,  trunks 
broken  open,  scattered  garments,  carriages  and 
cannon,  some  overturned,  others  with  the  horses 
still  harnessed,  and  the  poor  animals  worn  out, 
expiring  and  half  devoured. 

How,  near  Korythinia,  at  the  end  of  their  first 
day's  march,  a  violent  cannonading  and  the  whist- 
ling of  several  bullets  over  their  heads,  had  led 
them  to  imagine  that  a  battle  had  just  commenced. 
This  discharge  appeared  to  proceed  from  before 
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and  close  to  them,  even  upon  the  road,  and  yet 
they  could  not  get  sight  of  a  single  enemy,  Ricard 
and  his  division  advanced  with  a  view  to  discover 
them ;  but  they  only  found,  in  a  turn  of  the  road; 
two  French  batteries  abandoned,  with  their  am* 
itiunition,  and  in  the  neighbouring  field  a  horde  of 
wretched  Cossacks,  yvbo  immediately  fled,  terri* 
fied  at  their  audacity  in  setting  fire  to  them,  and 
at  the  noise  they  had  made. 

Ney  a  officers  here  interrupted  their  narrative 
to  inquire  in  their  turn  what  had  passed  ?  What 
was  the  cause  of  the  general  discouragement  ?  why 
had  the  cannon  been  abandoned  to  the  enemy 
untouched?  Had  they  not  had  time  to  spike 
them,  or  at  least  to  spoil  their  ammunition  ? 

In  continuation,  they  said  they  had  hitherto 
only  discovered  the  traces  of  a  disastrous  march. 
But  next  morning  there  was  a  complete  change, 
and  they  coufiessed  their  unlucky  presentiments 
when  they  arrived  at  that  field  of  snow  red  with 
blood,  sprinkled  with  1[)roken  cannon  and  muti- 
lated corses.  The  dead  bodies  still  maiieed  the 
ranks  and  places  of  battle ;  they  pointed  them  out 
to  each  other.  There  had  been  the  14th  division ; 
there  were  still  to  be  seen,  on  the  broken  plates 
of  their  caps,  the  numbers  of  its  regiments.  There 
had  been  the  Italian  guard ;  there  were  its  dead, 
whose  uniforms  were  still  distinguishable !  But 
where  were  its  living  remnants  ?  Vainly  did  they 
interrogate  that  field  of  blood,  these  lifeless  forms, 
the  motionless  and  frozen  silence  of  the  desert 
and  the  grave !  they  could  neither  penetrate  into* 
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the  fate  of  their  companimiSy  nor  into  that  wfaick 
awaited  .themeelves. 

jVey  hurried  them  rapidly  oyer  all  these  rum^ 
and  they  had  advanced  without  impedianent  ti^  a 
part  of  the  road,  where  it  deacends  into  >a  ileep 
ravine,  from  which  it  nses  into  a  broad  and  level 
height.  It  was  that  of  Katova,  and  the  saame  fieU 
of  battle,  where,  three  months  befoire,  in  their 
triumphant  march,  they  bad  beat  Newerowakoi^ 
and  saluted  Napoleon  with  the  cannon  which 
they  had  taken  the  day  before  fiom^us  eaeraiea 
They  said  they  reodlected  die  situation,  notwidi* 
standing  the  different  appearance  given  to  it  by  thsi 
snow. 

Mortier  8  officers  here  exclaimod^  **  that  it  was 
in  that  very  position  that  the  £mperor  and  they 
had  waited  for  them  on  the  17th,  figliking  all  the: 
time."  Very  well,  replied  those  of  Key,  KntusoC 
or  rather  Miloradowitch^  occupied  .Napofoons 
place ;  for  the  old  Russian  general  bad  not  yet 
quitted  Dobro^. 

Their  disbanded  men  were  already  retrograd- 
ing, pointing  to  the  snowy  pkdns  oompletely  black 
with  the  enemy's  troops,  wh»  a  Kussiaii^  de- 
taching himself  frcnn  their,  army,  descended  the 
hill;  he  presented  himself  alone  to  their  mardm^ 
and  either  from  an  affectation  of  extreme,  polite* 
ness,  respect  for  the  misfortiMie  of  their  leader;^  or 
dread  .of  the  effects  of  his  despair,  ooveced  with 
honied  words  the  sommons  to  sarrendet. 

It  was  Kutiisof  who  had  sent  him*  ''That 
field-marshal  would  not  have  presumed  to  make 
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SO  cruel  a  pro{ioBal  to  lo  gmat  a  general,  to  a 
warrior  so  renowned,  if  there  remained  a  single 
change  of  safety  for  him.  But  there  were  eighty 
thousand  Russians  before  and  around  him,  and  if 
he  had  any  doubt  of  it,  Kutusof  offered  to  let  him 
send  a  person  to  go  throngh  his  ranks,  and  oouat 
bis  foroes/' 

The  Russian  had  not  finished  his  speech,  when 
suddenly  forty  discharges  of  grape  shot,  proceed-^ 
ing  from  the  right  of  his  army,  and  cutting  our 
iranks  to  pieces,  strodi  him  with  amaMitient,  and 
interrupted  wtei  he  had  to  say*  At  tba  same 
uKMnent  a  French  officer  darted  forward,  seiased, 
and  was  about  to  kill  him  as  a  traitor,  when  Ney, 
checking  this  fmy,  called  ^to  him  angrily,  **  A 
marshal  nefer  surrenders ;  there  is  no  parleying 
uttder  an  enemy  s  &re;  you  are  my  prisoner.'' 
The  unfortunate  officer  was  disarmed,  and  placed 
in  a  (rituation  of  exposure  to  the  fire  of  his  own 
army.  He  was  not  released  until  two  days  after^ 
wards,  either  from  inattention  or  a  feeling  of  jus- 
tice, or  what  is  still  more  likely,  from  a  wish  to 
be  rid  of  the  trouble  of  keeping  him. 

At  the  same  time  the  enemy  s  fire  became  still 
hotter,  and,  as  they  said,  all  the  hills  which  but 
an  instant  before  looked  cdd  and  silent,  became 
like  so  many  volcanoes  in  eruption,  but  that  Ney 
became  still  more  elevated  at  it:,  tb^i,  with  a 
burst  of  enttHisiasm  that  seemed  to  return  every 
time  they  had  occasion  to.menticm  his  name  id 
their  narrative,  they  added,  that  in  the  midst  6f 
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all  this  fire  that  ardent  man  seemed  to  breathe 
an  element  exclusively  his  own. 

Kutusof  had  not  deceived  him.  Oh  the  one 
side,  there  were  eighty  thousand  men  in  complete 
ranks,  full,  deep,  well-fed,  and  in  double  lines,  a 
numerous  cavalry,  an  immense  artillery  occupy* 
ing  a  formidable  position,  in  short,  every  thing, 
9xid  fortune  to  bobt,  whidi  alone  is  equal  to  all 
the  rest.  On  the  other  side,  five  thousand  sol* 
diers,  a  straggling  and  dismembered  column,  a 
wavering  and  languishing  march,  arms  defective 
and  dirty,  the  gxeatest  part  mate  and  tottering  in 
enfeebled  hands. 

And  yet  the  French  leader  had  no  thought  of 
yielding,  nor  even  of  dying,  but  of  penetrating 
and  cutting  his  way  through  the  enemy;  and 
that  without  the  lea^t  idea  that  he  was  attempt^ 
ing  a  sublime  effort.  Alone,  and  looking  no  where 
for  support,  when  all  was  supported  by  bim»  be 
followed  the  impulse  of  a  strong  natural  tempera* 
ment,  and  the  pride  of  a  conqueror,  whom  the 
habit  of  gaining  improbable  victories  had  im* 
pressed  with  the  belief  that  every  thing  was 
possible. 

But  what  most  astonished  them,  was,  that  they 
were  all  so  docile ;  for  all  had  shown  themselves 
worthy  of  him,  and  they  added,  that  it  was  there 
they  clearly  saw  that  it  is  not  meneiy. great  obsti- 
nacy, great  designs,  or  great  temerity  which  con- 
stitute the  great  man,  but  principally  the  power 
of  influencing  and  sapporting  others. 


(    261     ) 

Ricard  and  his  fifteen  hundred  soldiers  were  in 
front.  Ney  impelled  them  against  the  enemy^ 
and  disposed  the  ?est  of  his  army  to  follow  them. 
That  division  descended  with  the  road  into  the 
ravine,  but  in  ascending  from  it,  was  driven  back» 
overwhelmed  by  the  firat  Russian  line. 

The  marshal,  without  being  intimidated,  or  al^ 
lowing  others  to  be  so,  collected  the  survivors, 
placed  them  in  reserve,  and  proceeded  forward 
in  their  place.  He  ordered  four  hundred  lllj^ 
rians  to  take  the  enemy  in  flank  on  the  left,  and 
with  three  thousand  men,  he  himself  mounted  in 
front  to  the  assault.  He  made  no  harangue ;  he 
marched,  setting  the  example,  which,  in  a  hero, 
is  the  most  eloquent  of  all  oratorical  movements, 
and  the  most  imperious  of  all  orders.  All  followed 
him.  They  attacked,  penetrated,  and  overturned 
the  first  Russian  line,  and  without  halting  were 
precipitating  themselves,  upon  the  second;  but 
before  they  covld  reach  it,  a  shower  of  iron  and 
lead  poured  down  upon  them.  In  an  instant  Ney 
saw  all  his  generals  wounded,  the  greatest  part 
of  his  soldiers  killed ;  their  ranks  were  empty, 
their  shapeless  column  whirled  round,  tottered, 
fell  back,  and  drew  him  along  with  it. 

Ney  found  that  he  had  attempted  an  impossibi- 
lity, and  he  waited  until  their  flight  had  once 
more  placed  the  ravine  between  them  and  the  ene-^ 
my,  that  ravine  which  was  now  his  sole  resource; 
there,  hopeless  and  fearless,  he  halted  and  rallied 
them.  He  drew  up  his  two  thousand  men  against 
eighty  thousand ;  he  returned  the  fire  of  two  hun- 
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dred  cannon  with  six:  pieces,  and  made  fortcme 
blush  that  she  should  ever  betray  such  courage. 

She  it  was,  doubtless,  who  then  struck  Kuta- 
sof  with  the  palsy  of  inertness.  To  their  infinite 
surprise,  they  saw  this  Russian  Fabius  running 
into  extremes  like  all  imitators,  persisting  in  what 
he  called  his  humanity  and  prudence,  remaining 
upon  his  heights  with  his  pompous  rirtues,  with- 
out allowing  himself,  or  daring  to  conquer,  as  if 
he  was  astonished  at  his  superiority.  Seeing 
that  Napoleon  had  been  conquered  by  his  rash- 
ness, he  pushed  his  horror  of  that  fault  to  the  very 
extreme  of  the  opposite  vice. 

It  required,  however,  but  a  transport  of  indig- 
nation in  any  one  of  the  Russian  corps  to  com- 
pletely extinguish  them ;  but  all  were  afraid  to 
make  a  decisive  movement ;  they  remained  at- 
tached to  their  soil  with  the  immobility  of  slavfes, 
as  if  they  had  no  boldness  but  in  their  watchword, 
or  energy  but  in  their  obedience.  This  di8cit>ldif6, 
which  formed  their  glory  in  their  retrekt,  wto 
Iheir  disgrace  in  ours. 

They  were  for  a  long  time  uncertain,  not  know- 
ing which  enemy  they  were.fighting  with;  fbrthey 
had  imagined  that  Ney  had  retreated  'irdtb  Smo- 
lensk by  the  right  bank  of  the  Dnieper ;  tliey 
were  mistaken,  as  is  frequently  fhe  case,'  fidm' 
supposing  that  their  enemy  had  done'  what  he 
ought  to  have  done. 

At  the  same  time,  the  Illyrians'had  i^tuirned 
completely  in  disorder ;  they  hid  had  a  tobstf  Sin- 
gular adventure.    In  their  advance  to  the  left 
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flaok  of  the  enemy's  positioo^  these  four  hundred 
men  had  met  with. five  thousand  Russians  return-* 
ing  from  a  partial  engagement,  with  a  French 
eagle,  and  several  of  our  soldiers  prisoner^. 

These  two  hostile  troops,  the  one  returning  to 
its  position,  the  other  going  to  attack  it,  advanced 
in  the  same  direction,  side  by  side^  .measuring 
each  other  with  their  eyes,  but  neither  venturing 
to  commence  the  engagement.  They  marched  so 
close  to  each  other,  that  from  the  middle  of  the 
Russian  ranks  the  French  prisoners  stretched  out 
their  arms  towards  their  friends,  conjunng  them 
to  come  and  deliver  them.  The  latter  called  out 
to  them  to  come  to  them,  and  they  would  receive 
and  defend  them :  but  no  one  moved  on  either 
side.  Just  then,  Ney  was  overthrown,  and  they 
retreated  along  with  him. 

Kutusof,  however,  relying  more  on  his  artillery 
than  bis  soldiers,  sought  only  to  conquer  at  a 
distance*  His  fire  so  completely  commanded  all 
the  ground  occupied  by  the  French,  that  the 
same  bullet  which  prostrated  a  man  in  the  first 
rank,  proceeded  to  deal  destruction  in  the  last  of 
the  train  of  carriages,  among  the  women  who  had 
fled  from  Moscow* 

Under  this  murderous  hail,  Ney's  soldiers  re- 
mained astonished^  motionless,  looking  at  theij: 
chief,  waiting  his  decision  to  be  satisfied  that  they 
were  lost,  hoping  they  knew  not  why,  or  rather^ 
according  to  the  remark  of  one  of  their  officers, 
because  in  the  midst  of  this  extreme  peril  they 
saw  his  spirit  calm  and  tranquil,  like  any  thing 
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in  its  place.  HSs  countenance  was  expressivdy  si- 
lent and  composed ;  he  was  watching  the  enemy's 
army,  which,  becoming  more  suspicions  since  iht 
successful  artifice  of  Prince  Eugene,  had  extended 
its  flanks  to  a  great  distance,  in  order  to  shut  him 
out  from  all  means  of  salvation. 

The  approach  of  night  began  to  render  objects 
indistinct ;  winter,  which  in  that  sole  point  was 
favourable  to  our  retreat,  brought  it  on  quickly. 
Ney  had  been  waiting  for  it,  but  the  advantage 
he  took  of  the  respite  was  to  order  them  to  re- 
turn to  Smolensk.  They  all  said,  that  at  diese 
words  they  remained  frozen  with  astonishment 
Even  his  aide-de-camp  could  not  believe  his  ears; 
he  remained  silent  like  one  who  did  not  understand 
what  he  heard,  and  looking  at  his  general  with 
amazement.  But  the  marshal  repeated  the  same 
order ;  in  bis  brief  and  imperious  tone,  they  re- 
cognized a  resolution  taken,  a  resource  found, 
that  self-confidence  which  inspires  others  with 
the  same  quality,  and  a  spirit  which  commands 
his  position,  however  strong  that  may  be.  They 
immediately  obeyed,  and  without  hesitation  turned 
their  backs  on  their  own  army,  on  Napoleon,  and 
on  France !  They  returned  once  more  into  that 
ftttal  Russia.  Their  retrograde  march  lasted  an 
hour ;  they  passed  again  over  the  field  of  battle 
marked  by  the  remains  of  the  army  of  Italy; 
there  they  halted,  and  their  marshal,  who  had  re- 
mained alone  in  the  rear-guard,  then  rejoined 
them. 
•    Their  eyes  followed  his  every  movement.  What 
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was  he  going  to  do  ?  and  whatever  might  be  his 
plan,  whither  would  he  direct  his  steps,  without 
a  guide,  in  an  unknown  country  ?  But  he,  with 
his  warUke  instinct,  halted  on  the  edge  of  a  ra- 
vine of  such  depth,  as  to  make  it  probable  that  a 
rivulet  run  through  it.  He  made  them  clear 
away  the  snow  and  break  the  ice ;  then  consult- 
ing his  map,  he  exclaimed  ''  That  this  was  one  of 
the  streams  which  flowed  into  the  Dnieper !  this 
must  be  our  guide,  and  we  must  follow  it ;  that 
it  would  lead  us  to  that  river,  which  we  must 
cross,  and  that  on  the  other  side  we  should  be 
safe !"  He  immediately  proceeded  in  that  direction. 

However,  at.  a  little  distance  from  the  great 
road  which  he  had  abandoned,  he  again  halted  in 
a  village,  the  name  of  which  they  knew  not,  but 
behoved  that  it  was  either  Fomina,  or  Donikowa. 
There  he  rallied  his  troops,  and  made  them  light 
their  fires,  as  if  he  intended  to  take  up  his  quarters 
for  the  night.  Some  Cossacks  who  followed  him 
took  it  for  granted,  and  no  doubt  sent  immedi* 
ately  to  apprize  Kutusof  of  the  spot  where,  next 
day,  a  French  marshal  would  surrender  his  arms 
to  him ;  for  shortly  after  the  noi^e  of  their  cannon 
was  heard. 

Ney  listened :  ''Is.  this  Davoust  at  last,**  he 
ex)claimed,  ''who  has  recolleoted  me ?"  and  he  list- 
ened a  second  time^  There  were  regular  inter* 
yHs  between  the  firing ;  it  was  a  salvo.  Fully 
satisfied  that  the  Russian  army,  was  triumphing 
by  anticipation  over  his  captivity,  he  swore  he 
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would  give  the  lie  to  their  joy,  and  immedirtety 
resumed  his  march. 

At  the  same  time  his  Poles  ransacked  the  coan-^ 
try.  A  lame  peasant  was  the  only  inhabitant  they 
had  discovert ;  this  was  an  unlooked-^for  piece 
of  good  fortune.  He  informed  them  that  they 
were  within  the  distance  of  a  league  from  the 
Dnieper*  but  that  it  was  not  fordaUe  there,  and 
could  not  be  frozen  over.  **  It  will  be  so,"  was 
the  marshal's  remark ;  but  when  it  was  obs^rad 
to  him  that  the  thaw  had  just  commenced,  he 
added, ''  that  it  did  not  signify,  we  must  pass,  as 
there  was  no  other  resource.*' 

At  last,  about  eight  o  clock,  after  passing 
dirough  a  village,  the  ravine  terminated,  and  the 
lame  Russian,  who  walked  first,  halted  and  pointed 
to  the  river.  They  imagined  that  this  must  have 
been  between  Syrokorenia  and  Gusino6.  Ney, 
and  those  immediatdly  behind .  hkn,  ran  up  to  it. 
They  found  the  river  was  frozen,  and  would  bear 
their  weight,  the  course  of  the  flakes  whidi  it 
bore  along  to  that  point,  being  consteracted  by  a 
sudden  turn  in  its  banks,  was  there  suspended ; 
the  winter  had  C9mple(ely  frozen  it  over  xmly  « 
that  single  spot;  both  above  and  below  it,  its 
surface  was  still  moveable. 

This  observaticm  was  sufficient  to  make  tbw 
first  sensation  of  joy  give  way  to  un^wneai. 
TThis  hoslile  river  might  only  offer  diem  a  treache- 
rous appearance.  One  officer  4evoted  hkaseif 
for  the  rest;  he  crossed  to  the  oth^  sidie  with 
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gTMti&flieulty.  He  returned  and  reported,  that 
the  men,  and  perhaps  some  of  the*  horses  might 
pass  over,  but  that  the  rest  must  be  abandoned, 
and  I  there  was  no  time  to  lose,  bs  the  ice  was  be- 
gioning'to  give  way  in  consequence  of  the  thaw. 

But  in  this  nocturnal  and  silent  march  across 
fields,  of  a  colonm  composed  of  weakened  and 
wounded  men,  and  women  with  their  children, 
they  had  been  unable  to  keep  close  enough,  to 
praveut  their  extending,  separatirig,  and  losing 
the  tsaoesof  each  other  in  the  darkness.  Ney 
perceived  that  only  a  part  of  his  people  had  come 
up ;  nevertheless,  he  mij^t  have  always  sur- 
mouated  ;the  obstacle,  thereby  secured  his  own 
safety,  and  waited^ou  the  other  side.  The  idea  ne^ 
wr  once -entered  his  mind;  some  one  proposed  it 
t^  him^  but  he^  rdjeoted  it  instantly.  He  allowed 
three  hour»  fi»r  ihe  rallying ;  and  without  suffer- 
ing himself  to  be  agitated  by  impatience,  or  the 
danger  of^waitiag  so  long^be  wraipped  himself  up 
ilk  his  cloaks  and  passed*  tibese  three  dangerous 
h^urs  in  a,pn£onnd  rieep  on  the  bank  of  the 
river.  So  much  did  he  possess  of  the  tempera- 
naent  of  gmat  mm,  a  strong  mind  in  a  robust 
body,  and  that  vigorous  health,  without  which  ^ 
no  man  can  ever  be  a  hero. 


CHAP.  rx. 


At  lavtv  alMut  lAidnlght,'' the  passage  began; 
biit  the  first  persons  who  made  the  attempt,  called 
VOL.  ir.  s 
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out  tbat  the  ice.  was  faMNttog  under  tkaok^  Hmk  it 
was  sinking,  that  they  vfewt  up  to  tiieir  knoea  ua 
water;  and  immediately  they  heaid  that  fnii 
stt|iport  splitting  with>  frightful  cnoks^  whidi  mBa» 
prolonged  in  the  distance,  as. in  the  bnaking  19 
of  a  fro8t«    All  halted  in  coosteroatifiii. 

Key  ordered  them  to  pass,  only  o»e  at  a-tias;; 
diey  proceeded  Mrith  cantion,  not  knowing  some*^ 
times  in  the  darkness  if  they  were  putting  tfamr 
feet  on  the  flakes  or  into  a  chasm ;  foe  there  wars 
places  where  they  were  obliged  to  clear  large  cie* 
vices,  and  jump  from  one  pieoe  of  iee.ta  anotfaen 
at  the  risk  of  falling  between  them,  and  di8af»pesr«^ 
ing  for  ever.  The  first  hesitated;  but.  those,  who 
were  behind  called  to  them:  to  make  haste. . 

When. at  last,  afterseviemi  of  thesexlmaslfU  pa^ 
nics,  they  reached  the  opposite  bank  and  fnuittk 
themselves  saved*  a  perpendieular  steep,  enflUely 
covered  witli  rime,  again  opposed  their  laaiiibg^ 
Afoey  were  thrown  baiek.  updn  the  iee^  whiehr  tkfey 
broke,  in  their  fall,  4Nr  which  bsiiiied'itbMD.  1^ 
hear  them,  this  Russian  river  andiitsbe^Eeap* 
peared  oidy  to  have  centribnted  with  De|^* 
tf uq>Tise^  and .  as.  it  wene  by  eompuhnoiis  te  tbeif 
eseape*  *  -.■•!. 

But  what  seemed  toaffeot  themwitb  tbe^giest^ 
est  horror  in  their  relation*  was  the  tironlde  jnd 
distaraction  <tf  the  females  and  the^eioliv  wiien-,it 
became  necessary  to  abattdon,  along  ^  with  ^  the 
Wff^Sf^'  ^be  reoiains  of  their  forti|iH^jtl«eir  ,pn>r 
yisioDs^  wad.in  sh^rt  their  whole ,msow«Mia0mist 
the  present  and  the  C^ture.    They  saw  them 
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stripping'  themselves,  geiectidg,  throwing  away, 
taking  up:  again»  and  faHing  with  exhaustion  and 
grief  upon  the  frozen  bank  of  the  river.  Thejr 
seemed  to  shudder  again  at  the  recollection  of  the 
horrible  sight  of  so  many  men  scattered  over  that 
abyss,  the  conthmal  noise  of  persons  falling,  the 
eriea  of  such  m  sunk  in,  and,  above  all,  of  the 
wailing  and  despair  of  the  wounded,  who,  from 
their  carts,  which  durst  not  venture  on  this 
weak  support,  stretched  out  their  hands  to  their 
companions,  and  intreated  not  to  be  left  behind. 

Their  leader  then  determined  to  attempt  the 
pMsage  of  several  waggons,  loaded  with  these 
pMf  creatures ;  but  in  tibe  middle  of  the  river)  the 
ice  sunk  down  and  separated.  Then  were  heard 
en  the  opposite  bank,  proceeding  from  tlie  gulf, 
Arst»  cries  of  anguish  longhand  piercing,  then  stifled 
Md  iteble  groans,  and  last,  an  awful  silence.  All 
had  disappeared*' 

Ney  wafir  looking  steadfastly  at  the  abyss  with  a  n 
air  of  eonisterttatioii,  when,  through  the  darknesfi, 
he  imi^gined  he  saw  an  ob^eet  still  moving ;  it 
timed  out  to  be  one  of  those  unfortunate  persons, 
an  officer^  named  Briqueville,  whom  a  deep  wound 
in  the  groin  had  disabled  from  standing  upright. 
A  targe  piece  of  ice  had  borne  him  ^p.  He  was 
MM  distinctly  seen,  dragging  himself  from'  one 
]Meee  to  another  on  his  knees  and'  bands,  and  on 
hrU  getting  near  enough  to  the  side,  the  marshal 
himself  caught  hold' of,  and  saved  htm. 
*  The  k^sste  sivce  the  preceding  day  amounted 
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to  four  thoosaDd  Btraggkrs  and  three-  thoaaaiid- 
soldiers,  either  killed,  dead,  or  missing ;  the  can*- 
non  and  the  whole  of  the  baggage  were  lost; 
there  remained  to  Ney  scarcely  three  thoiMKmd 
soldiers,  and  about  as  many  disbanded  men.  Fi- 
nally, when  all  these  sacrifices  were  consummated, 
and  all  that  had  been  able  to  cross  the  river  weie 
collected,  they  resumed  their  match,  and  the 
vanquished  river  became  once  more  their  friend 
and  their  guide. 

They  proceeded  at  random  and  uncertain,  when 
one  of  them  happening  to  fall,  recognized  a  beatm 
road ;  it  was  but  too  much  so,  for  those  who  were 
marching  first,  stooping  and  using  their  hands  m 
well  as  their  eyes,  halted  in  alarm,  exclaiming, 
''  that  they  saw  the  marks  quite  fresh  of  a  grett 
quantity  of  cannon  and  horses."'  They  had, 
therefore,  only  avoided  one  hostile  army  to  iall 
into  the  midst  of  another;  at  atime  when  thqr 
could  Bcarcely  walk,  they  most  be(  again  <daliged 
to  fight!  The  war  was  therefore  every wfaeie! 
But  Ney  made  them  pudi  on,  and  without  dtt* 
turbing  himself,  continued  to  foUow  this  meat- 
cing  road. 

It  brought  them  to  a  village  xsaUed  Gu^o^ 
into  which  they  entered  suddenly,  and  sdied 
every  thing ;  they  found  <  in  it  all  that  they 
had  been  in  want  oi  since  they  left  Moscow, 
inhabitants,  provisions,  repofte,  warm  dwdiings, 
and  a  hundred  Ooasacks, « who  awoke  t»  fiad 
themselves  prisooers.  Their  reports,  and  the 
necessitfy  of  taking  some  refreabment  'ta  enable 
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bim  to  proceed,  detained  the  mari^hal  there  a  few 
minute** 

About  ten  o'clock  they  reached  two  other  vil- 
lages, and  were  resting  themselves  there^  when 
suddenly  they  saw  the  surrounding  forests  filled 
with  movements.  They  had  scarcely  time  to  call 
to  each  other,  to  look  about,  and  to  concentrate 
themsdves  in  the  village  which  was  nearest  to 
the  Boristbenes,  when  thousands  of  Cossacks 
came  pouring  out  from  between  the  trees,  and 
rarrounded  the  unfortunate  troop  with  their  lances 
and  their  cannon. 

These  were  Platof,  and  his  hordes,  who  were 
following  the  right  bank  of  the  Dnieper.  They 
might  have  burnt  the  village,  discovered  the 
weakness  of  Key's  force,  and  exterminated  it ; 
bat  for  three  hours  they  remained  motionless, 
without  even  firing;  for  what  reason,  is  not 
knbwn.  The  account  since  given  by  themselves 
is;  that  they  had  no  orders  ;  that  at  that  moment 
their  leader  was  not  in  a  state  to  give  any :  and 
that' in  the  Russian  army  no  one  dares  venture  to 
take  upon  himself  a  responsibility  that  does  not 
belong  to  him. 

The  bold  countenance  of  Ney  kept  them  in 
check.  He  himself  and  a  few  soldiers  were  suffi- 
.  cient ;  he  even  ordered  the  rest  of  his  people  to 
continue  their  repast  till  night  came  on.  He  then 
caused  the  order  to  be  circulated  to  decamp  in 
silence,  to  give  notice  to  each  other  in  a  low '  tone 
ef  voice,  and  to  march  as  compact  as  possible. 
Afterwards,  they  all  began  their  march  together  ; 
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the  eaemy,  who  immediately  discharged  the  vhole, 
of  ^is  iirtillery  at  them :  all  liis  sq^uadrQiifi  abo 
])ut  themselves  ia  movement  at  ooce.  * 

At  the  noise  occasioned  by  this,  the  diaqurmed, 
stragglers,  of  whom  there  were  yet  between  t^iee 
^nd  four  thoasand^  tool^  the  alanp.  This  flock  oC 
men  wandered  here  and  there ;  the  great  mass  oC 
them  kept  reeling  about  in  ^nce^tainty»  sooie^ 
times  attempting  to  throw  themselves  into  the^ 
ranks  of  the  soldiers,  who  drove  tb^m  bac^u 
Ney  contrived  to  keep  them  betweeV;  him  and  t!^ 
Russians,  whose  fire  was  princjjpally  abaocbsd  by 
these  useless  beings.  The  most  tinud,  ther^£9K>^i^ 
thisf  instance,  served  as  a  protection  to  tiie  br^vost. 

At  the  same  time  that  the  mfursh^  msL^^  f^i^x^ 
part  of  th^se  poor  wretches  to  ooy^r  ha«  rigj^ 
flank,  he  regained  the  banks  of  the  Snif  per,  ^iJA 
by  that  covered  his  left  flank;  he  jxiKrch^tCg 
thus  between  the  two,  prqceeding  from^woo^^  t^ 
yrood,  from  one  turning  to  another,  taki^ig  fad;v;i^ 
tage  of  all  the  windings,  and  of  the  le^st  y^jfikali^ 
of  the  soil.  Whenever  he  Wj$nt  to  lypy  ^jptfjiiy 
from  the  river,  which  he  was  frequei^Uy  obl^g!^ 
to  do,  Platof  then  surrounded  biffi  on  all  ^id^ 

In  this  manner,  for  two  .d^ys  ^nd  a  dift^ftc^  c| 
twenty  leagues,  did  six  thoAi^and  C^s^M^^r^^i^ 
constantly  buzzing  about  the  flpj^s  o^.^eir  qf^. 
lumn,  now  reduced  to  fifteefli,  hy^n^ed  m^  jft 
arpis,  keeping  it  in  a  sta1;e  of  si^e,  dis^yp^i^jifi]^ 
before  its  vollies,  and  returning  ^igain.^i^tf^tijii^ 
like. their  Scythian  aupe$tor3>.  buj:  ^^h  l^  fi^ 
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difference,  that  they  managed  their  cannon  mount-' 
ed  on  sledges,  and  discharged  their  bullets  in 
their  flight,  with  the  same  agility  which  their 
forefathers  exhibited  in  the  management  of  their 
bows  and  the  discharge  of  their  arrows. 

The  night  brought  some  relief,  and  at  first 
diey  plunged  into  the  darkness  with  a  degree- 
of  joy ;  but  then,  if  any  one  halted  for  a  moment 
to  bid  a  last  adieu  to  some  worn  out  or  wounded^ 
comrade,  who  sunk  to  rise  no  more,  he  ran'  the 
risk  of  losing  lite  traces  of  his  column.  Undeif 
audi  circumstances  there  were  many  cruel  tho^ 
ments,  and  not  a  few  instants  of  despair.  At  last; 
however,  the  enemy  slackened  their  pursuit. 

This  unfortunate  column  was  proceeding  more 
tranquilly,  groping  their  way  through  a  thick  wood, 
^ihen  all  at  once,  a  few  paces  before  them,  a  bi^il*^ 
Kant  light  and  several  discharges  of  cannon  flashed 
in  the  faces  of  the  men  in  the  flrst  rank.  Seized 
Irith  terror,  f  hey  fancied  there  was  an  end  of 
them,  that  theT  were  cut  oS;  that  their  term 
was  now  come,  and  they  fell  down  terrified; 
those  who  Were  behind,  got  in  among  them,  ami 
were  brought  to  the  ground.  Ney,  who  saw  fhaf 
all  was  loM,  rushed  forward,  ordered  the  charg^ 
io  be  beat,  and,  as  if  he  had  foreseen  the  attack, 
calfed  out,  *^  Comrades,  now  is  your  time:  fbr^ 
ward !  They  are  our  prisoners  f*  At  these  words; 
KSb  Boldiehs,  who  but  a  minute  before  were  in  con** 
slernation,  and  fancied  themselves  surprised,  be^ 
hkfteA'  they  were  about  to  surprise  their  ibes'; 
fr6hi  being  vanquished,  they  rose  up  conquerors  i 
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tfaey  rushed  upon  the  enemy,,  who  had  already 
disappeared,  and  whose  precipitate  flight  through 
the  forest  they  heard  at  a  distance. 

They  passed  quickly  through  this  wood;  bttt 
about  ten  o  clock  at  night,  they  met  with  a  small 
river  embanked  in  a  deep  ravine,  which  they  were 
obliged  to  cross  one  by  one,  as  they  bad  done  the 
Dnieper.  Intent  on  the  pursuit  of  these  pqor  fel- 
lows, the  Cossacks  again  got  sight  of  them,  and 
tried  to  take  advantage  of  that  moment ;  .but  Key 
by  a  few  discharges  of  his  musketry  again  re- 
pulsed them.  They  surmounted  this  obstacle  with 
difficulty,  and  in  an  hour  after  reached  a  large 
village,  where  hunger  and  exhaustion  cofopeUed 
them  to  halt  for  two  hours  longer. 

The  next  day,  the  19th  of  Nov.,  from  midnigb; 
till  ten  o'clock  in  th^  morning,  they  kept  marching 
on,  without  meeting  any  other  enemy  than  a  hilly 
ground ;  about  that  time  Platof  s  columns  ^iigm 
made  their  appearance,  and  Ney  halted  and  faced 
them,  under  the  protection  of  the  skirts  of  a  wood. 
As  long  as  the  day  lasted,  his  soldiers  were 
obliged  to  resign  themselves  to  see  the  enemy's 
bullets  overturning  the  trees  which  served  to  shel- 
ter them,  and  furrowing  their  bivouacs ;  for  they 
had  now  nothing  but  small  arms,  which  could  DOt 
keep  the  Cossack  artillery  at  a  sufficient  distance. 

On  the  return  of  night,  the  marshal  gave  the  usual 
signal,  and  they  proceeded  on  their  march  to  Or- 
cha.  During  the  preceding  day,  he  had  already 
despatched  thither  Pch6bendowski  with  iifty 
horse,  to  require  assistance;   they  must  already 
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l^ve  arrived  there,  unless  theemmy  had  obtaini^ 
possession  of  that  town. 

Ney's  officers  concluded  their  narrative  by  say* 
ing,  that  during  the  rest  of  their  march,  they  had 
met  with  several  formidable  obstacles,  but  that 
they  did  not  think  them  worth  relating.  They 
continued,  however,  speaking  enthusiastically  of 
their  marshal,  and  making  us  sharers  of  their  ad- 
miration of  him ;  for  even  his  equals  had  no  idea  of 
being  jealous  of  him.  He  had  been  too  much  re- 
gretted, and  his  preservation  had  excited  too 
agreeable  emotions,  to  allow  envy  to  have  any 
part  in  them;  besides,  Ney  had  placed  himself 
completely  beyond  its  reach.  As  to  himself,  in  all 
this  heroism,  he  had  gone  so  little  beyond  his  na- 
tural disposition,  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  eclat 
of  his  glory  in  the  eyes,  the  gestures,  and  the  ac- 
clamations of  every  one,  he  would  never  have  ima- 
gined that  he  had  done  a  sublime  action. 

And  this  was  not  an  enthusiasm  of  surprise. 
Each  of  the  latter  days  had  bad  its  remarkable 
men ;  amongst  others,  that  of  the  1 6th  had  Eu- 
gene, that  of  the  17th  Mortier;  but  from  this 
tuBe,  Ney  was  universally  proclaimed  the  hero  of 
the  retreat. 

The  distance  between  Smolensk  and  Orcha  is 
hardly  five  days*  march.  In  that  short  passage, 
vhat  glory  had  been  acquired  I  how  little  space 
and  time  are  required  to  establish  an  immortal 
renown !  Of  what  nature  then  are  these  great 
inspirations,  that  invisible  and  impalpable  germ 
of  great  devotion,  produced  in  a  few  momeuLs, 
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isimng  irem  a  -ftingle  lieart,  mid  -which  mitst  M 
time  and  eternity  ? 

When  Napoleon/ who  was  two  leagties  farflier 
on,  heatd  that  Ney  had  just  re-appeared,  be 
leaped  and  shouted  for  joy,  and  exchutned,  *'  I 
have  then  sared  my  eagles !  I  would  have  given 
three  hundred  millions  from  my  treasury,  sooner 
than  have  lost  such  a  man/' 


it 
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The  army  had  thus  for  the  third  and  last  time 
repassed  the  Dnieper,  a  river  half  Kussian,  aad  half 
Polish,  but  of  Russian  origin.  It  runs  from  e$UBt 
to  west  as  far  as  Orcha,  where  it  appears  as  if  it 
would  penetrate  into  Poland  ;  but  there  the 
heights  of  Lithuania  oppose  its  farther  progresif 
and  compel  it  to  turn  towards  the  south,  and  to 
become  the  frontier  of  the  two  countries. 

Kutusof  and  his  eighty  thousand  Russians  halted 
before  this  feeble  obstacle.  Hitherto  they  had 
been  rather  the  spectators  than  the  authors  of  our 
calamities ;  we  saw  them  no  more ;  our  army 
was  released  from  the  punishment  of  their  joy. 

In  this  war,  and  as  always  happens,  the  character 
of  Kutusof  availed  him  more  dian  his  talents.  So 
long  as  it  was  necessary  to  deceive  and  tempo* 
rize,  his  crafty  spirit,  his  indolence,  and  his  great 
age,  acted  of  themselves ;  he  was  the  creature  of 
circumstances,  which  he  ceased  to  be  as  soon  as 
it  became  necessary  to  march  rapidly,  to  pursue, 
to  anticipate,  and  to  attack. 

But  after  passing  Smolensk,  Platof  passed  over 
to  the  right  flank  of  the  road,  in  order  to  join 


(    268    ) 

Wittgenstein.    The  war  was  then  entirely  trans* 
ferred  to  that  side. 

On  the  22nd  of  November,  the  army  had  a  dif- 
ficult march  from  Orcha  to  Borizof,  on  a  wide 
road,  (skirted  by  a  double  row  of  large  birch 
trees),  in  which  the  snow  had  melted,  and 
through  a  deep  and  liquid  mud.  The  weakest 
were  drowned  in  it ;  it  detained  and  delivered  to 
the  Cossacks  such  of  our  woupded,  as,  under  the 
idea  of  a  continuance  of  the  frost,  had  exchanged 
their  waggons  for  sledges. 

In  the  midst  of  this  gradual  decay,  an  action 
.was  witnessed  exhibiting  something  of  antique 
energy.  Two  marines  of  the  guard  were  cut  off 
from  their  column  by  a  band  of  Cossacks,  who 
seemed  determined  to  take  •  them.  One  became 
discouraged,  and  wished  to  Surrender ;  the  other 
continued  to  fight,  and  called  out  to  him,  that  if 
he  was  coward  enough  to  do  so,  he  would  cer- 
tainly shoot  him.  In  fact,  seeing  bis  companion 
throw  away  his  musket,  and  stretching  out  Ins 
arms  to  the  enemy,  he  brought  him  to  the  groond 
when  he  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Cossacks ;  then 
profiting  by  their  surprise,  he  quickly  reloaded 
his. musket,  with  which  he  threatened  the  most 
forward.  He  kept  them  thus  in  check,  retreated 
from  tree  to  tree,  gained  ground  Upon'thetti,aiBd 
succeeded  in  rejoining  his  troop. 

It  was  during  the  first  days  of  the  matrch  to  Bo- 
rizof,  that  the  news  of  the  fall  of  Minsk  bec^ine 
generally  known  in  the  army.  The  leaders -them- 
selves began  then  to  look  around  them.witi^  con* 
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sternat^;  their  imi^oatioD,  tonnented  with  9U0h 
a  long  continuance  of  frightful  spectacles,  gikV9 
them  glimpses  of  a  still  more  fatal  iuturity.  In 
their  private  conversations,  several  exclaimed* 
that,  ''  like  Charles  XIL  in  the  Ukraine,  Na- 
ppleoD  had  carried  his  army  to  Moscow  <Hijiy 
to  ruin  himself." 

Others  would  not  agree  in  attributing  the  eate- 
mities  we  at  present  suffered  to  that  [expedition* 
Without  wishing  to  excuse  the  sacrifices  to  which 
we  had  submitted,  by  the  hope  of  terminating  the 
war  in  a  single  campaign,  they  asserted,  ''that 
that  hope  had  been  well  founded ;  that  in  pushiag 
his  line  of  operation*as  far  as  Moscow,  Napoleen 
had  given  to  that  le&gtheoed  oolumn  abase  suf- 
ficiently broad  and  solid/' 

Th^y.  showed  *'  the  trace  of  this  base  marked 
out  by  the  Piina,  the  Dnieper,  the  Ula,.aiid  the 
^ereuna,  horn  Riga  to  Bol^ruisk ;  they  affirmed 
that  Mficdonald,  Saint-Oyr  and  De  Wrede,  Vic- 
tor, and  Dombrowiski  had  there  waited  for  then; 
there,  w^e  thus,  including  Schwart2emberg,BAd 
even  Augereau,  (who  protected  the  interval  bsr 
tween  the  Elbe  and  the  Niemen  with  fifty  thou- 
sand men,)  more  than  three  hundred  thousand  scd- 
diers  on  the  defensive,  who,  from  the  north  to  the 
south,  supported  the  attack  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  men  upon  the  east;  and  fram 
ttience  they  argued,  that  this  point  upon  Moscow, 
Alaweyer  hiusardous  it  might  seem,  had  been  .both 
sufficiently  prepared,  and  was  worthy  of  the  f^ea^ps 
of  N^jpi^leoU)  and  that  its  success  was  poesibl0;\4n 
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hct,  its  failtive  Klid  beeil  eiifireiy  c^Miffmed  by 
eiton  of  detail." 

They  ^en  i>rougbt  to  miiid  our  useless  wasite 
of  lives  before  SmoleMk,  Junof  s  inaction  at  Ya*^ 
louiina,  and  they  maintained,  ^*  that  in  sprite  of  all 
ttese  losses,  Rnssia  would  have  been  completely 
conquered  on  the  field  of  battle  of  the  Moslcwa,  if 
Marshal  Ney  s  fitBt  sucbe^ses  biid  been  foHowed 
op. 

^  Even  at  the  last,  although  the  expedition  had 
iy led  in  a  military  point  of  view,  by  tbe  indeei- 
sion  of  tiiat  day,  and  politica]ly1[>y  the'  burning  of 
Moscow,  the  army  might  stHT  have  retumcii  ftomit 
Mfb  and  sound.  From  the  time  of  otir  etatratice 
intb  that  capital,  had  not  the  Rusaian  geiltftai  and 
file  Russian  winter  allowed  us,  the  one'&rty,  and 
tbe  other  fifty  days,  to  recover  ourselves,  and  to 
make  our  retreat  r 

Deploring  afterwards  the  rash  obsdiiacy  of 
losing  so  raudi  time  at  Moscow,  and 'the  fatal  he^ 
sitfftion  at  Malo-Jaroslavete,  they  ptode^dMi  to 
i>«ek<Hi  up  ttieif  atisfi>rtanes.  Sinoe  tbefr  teaviiig 
Moscow,  tiiey  had  lost  all  thei^  baggage,  fifve  fcun^ 
dMd  cannon,  lliiirty^one  eagles,  tvre&ty-sevtiii  get 
neiuls;  fbrty  thousand  prisoners,  siJtty  thodsmul 
dead:  all  that  remained  were  fbrty  Aoilsand 
stragglers  without  arms,'aiid  eight  tliousattd*efifec^ 
tlve  soldiers. 

Last  of  all,  when  their  column  of  attack  had 
been  destroyed,  they  asked,  '*  by  what  fatality  it 
liad  happened,  that  the  remains  of  this  coIuttui> 
wbeti  collected  at  its  bas^,  which'  had*bi6ba  tigof-' 
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oiisly:  rapfpartad,  were  l«ftt  witiuMit  knowa^ 
wheie  tx>  halt,  or  to  take  breath?  Why  couldi 
they  not  have  concentrated  themselves  at  Minsk 
an^  at  Wihia^  behind  the  marshes  of  the  Berezma, 
and  there  keep  back  the  enemy,  at  least  lor  some 
time,  take  advantage  of  the  winter,  and  cecovefi 
themselves  ? 

<«  Bat  no,  all  is  lost  by  another  side,  by  the 
fault,  of  having  entrusted  an  Austrian  to  guard  the 
magaaiQes,  and  cover  the  retreat  of  aU  these  bravo 
armies,  and  not  having  placed  a  military  leader 
at  Wilna  or  Minak^  with  a  force  suffioieat  either 
to  supply  the  insuffieieney  of  the  Austrian  army 
to  meet  Uie.  oombined  armies^  of  Moklavia  and 
Vottiyiiia,  or  to  prevent  its  betraying  us." 

Tho^e  who  made  such  oomplaints  were  not 
nnaware.of  the  prearoce  of  the.  Duke  of  Bassano 
at  Wilna;  but  notwithstanding  the  talents  of  that 
lainister,  and  the  great  confidence  the  Emperor 
plac€«l  in  bin^  they  considered  that  being  a  stsauT 
yer  to  the  art  of  war,  and  overloaded,  with,  the 
e^res  of  a  great  administration,  and  of  every  things 
poliiaeal*  the  direction  of  a^ttry  affigars  shooUr 
not  huve  been  left  to  him.  Such  were  the  coni% 
flMsta.  ef  those,  whose  sufferings  left  them  the 
lewnre  necessary  for  observation.  That  a  fault 
had. been  committed,  it  was  impossible  to  deny; 
but  to  say  how  it  might  have  been  avoided,  to 
weigh  the  value  of  the  motives  which  had  occa* 
akmed  it,  ia  so  great  a  crisis,  and  in  the  presence 
of  fSo.great  a  man,  i&  more  than  one  would  venture 
tar.ttnd«rtak6.    Who  is  there  besides  that  does 
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iK>t  iknaw,  that  ia  the^  iiani^m/and/^Mnii^  ' 
enterprizeSf  every  thing rbecocMui  a.fitull,  mltstt* 
^tbepbjecf  qfthem  has  failed?-    .      .  *  x -^^ 

Althoc^h  the  treachery  of  Skh«tfa't«ffnl9NBp|p  w» 
by  no  means  so  evident,  it  is  certainy4)ilt^  Willt-. 
the  ex^ption  of  ijbe  three  Fxiwhr  gemff»]ft(lAo 
were  with  himi.  the  wiioAe  of  tbe^[^MMli|n|}(f;onK. 
sidered  it  as  beyond  a  doubt.  •  Tb^jfr  sMd  ''4lliiU 
Walpole's  only  pbjeot  at  Vieiuia,  WM  iko  acl^'iifiMo 
secret  aj^ent  of  £^^and ;  that  be  and  jBfttt1;^il^MM> 
composed  between  tb^m-rtbe  'p^i^^Ms.  imImm^ 
tions  which  weie8eiit«^OiScbwavt:i«Qb«l|g^<NHbacof 
it  was  that  ever  since  t3fi»  S^tix^fi'^fipiim^kw^Atf^* 
day  when  the  arrival  of  Tphi^obako^HidftbtJi^^tftr. 
of  Lu.tsl^  closied  $he  iricfa^()^^?ciU{^><^i;Sotapi^ 
zembeigv  that  marshal  bad  r»p«^4|idf  tb^iBwg^iUdr 
covered  Warsaw4)y  uncovaiiDg  ^AmK4  i^bMte  biki 
perseverance  in  that  faUe  inanftnvret  ihilQM^vaMl 
ter  a  feeble  effort  .tQwai:ds;  ^40M)|dUw^ah9ffimtlw'^ 
10th  of  October^bis  negledf-  t/s  m%A^itmmM\mn 
Tchitohakofs  iaactioo  .by,tg4^|^gt  kftm^ft^fhib^ 
and  Minsk,  and  hence  his  losing  hfrijUiiir  it  tmlkni 
tary  proinenadfs,  and  >  iniig»ifiiyafi%i»aMiiqto<tfH 
wards  Brjiansk^  Bialistpdc,  w^.Voltolvifcciioir.'.:  aili 

''He had  thua.alk>wed  ^ ad^i}i9i to 4»b«ii!Mfe^ 
and  rally  his  sixty  thousand  mc^  j^h  difijip  Agrtu 
into  two»  to  leave  one  half  with  ^Siialt»frJt»!g»fipMb2 
him,  and  ta  set  out  on  the  27th.of  O^A^t^^'ffgllktkMi 
other  half  to  take  p^ssessiop  -of  MiAikyiAl^Btfiirirfr' 
of  t.he  magazine,  of  the^paagage  srf. J&jp^iwii'  i*l 
of  his.  winter  .quarters.  Thjen-yuly  <JM  t&l  HlWHwf > 
2eml>erg  put  bimsi^lf  in  tbe^  r^ar^<rt*t|)Wijhal^it>"^ 

•  ''if 
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movement,  instead  of  anticiptitirig  it,  as  he  bad 
otdere  to  do,  learing  Regnier  in  presence  of* 
Sacken,  and  marching  so  slowly,  that  from  the 
very  first  the  admiral  had  got  five  marches  the 
start  of  him. 

**  On  the  14th  of  November,  at  Volkowitz,  Sacken 
attacked  Regnier,  separated  him  from  the  Aus* 
triaos,  and  pressed  him  so  closely,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  call  Sehwartzemberg  to  his  aid.  Imme- 
jftiately,  the  latter,  as  if  he  had  been  expecting  the 
summons,  retrograded,  leaving  Minsk  to  its  fate: 
It  is  true  that  he  released  Regnier,  that  he  beat 
Sacken  and  destroyed  half  his  army,  pursuing  him 
as  Ikr  as  the  Bog ;  but  on  the  1 6th  of  November;  * 
the  very  day  of  his  victory,  Minsk  was  taken  by 
IbMtcbakof;  this  was  a  double  victory  for  Aus- 
tria. Thus  all  the  appearances  were  preserved ; 
the  new  field^marshal  satisfied  the  wisheis  of  his 
gofemment,  which  was  equally  the  enemy  of  the 
Rmmiis  whom  he  had  just  weakened  on  one  side, 
and  of  Napoleon,  whom  on  the  other  he  had  be- 
^myed  to  Aem."* 

Such  was  the  languf^  of  almost  the  whole  of 
tlie  grand  army ;  its  leader  was  silent,  either  be- 
caMe  he  expected  no  more  zeal  on  the  part  of  an 
ally,  or  from  policy,  or  because  he  believed  that 
Sckwartzemberg  had  acted  with  sufficient  honour, 
in  wilding  him  the  sort  of  notice  which  he  did  six 
weeks  before,  when  he  was  at  Moscow.  ^ 

fibwever,  he  did  address  some  reproaches  to 
the  fteld-marshal.  To  these  the  latter  replied,  by 
coaiplMiiing  bitterly,  first,  of  the  double  and  con- 
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tradictory  instructicms  which  he  had  received,  to 
cover  Warsaw  and  Mini^  at  the  same  time ;  au4 
aecoadf  of  the  false  neyrs  which  ha4  b^ea  trao^- 
mittod  to  him  by  the  Dukei  of  Bfuiaaao. 

He  said,  ^'  that  minister  had  coa0^QUy  f^ft99f 
liented  to  him  ths^t  the  graad  axoay  if^afs-  c^r^tai^ 
aft.fe  and  spund,  in  gqod  order,  ai^  alwiiysibmad^ 
«We.  Why  had  be  boentriflqd  witt^i  Igy  sen^MW 
him  l)iilletina  mvi^  to  -deceive  the  kd^esf  of  the  e«r 
pit?.!?  His  ODjiy  refasoa  fpF  not  nicking  IFf^9t0V 
elforts  to  Join  the  gran4  ftrpy  w!»§^  t>€;^(SMWft>ite 
I^Mieved  tha4;  it  waa  fnliyr.stbid  to.  pm^ef  t  it^f ^^ , 
,  He  alfto  alleged  his  own  w/^^ilgp^^p.  ''  ]^)v 
oot|id  it  be  expected  tdb^  wMll  tw$9tyirf^)ght  4kf^ 
Mfid  men  he  could  so  long  kfept^yitippwiwd)^ 
<dhadL?  In  that  situatipp,,  if .  7cMtpi|i9^ 
a  fi^  march«4  oq  him,  v^aa  it  ^t.^iV^Kpide^g^f 
i[fld  he  thest  hesitated  to  MIp^  Mmi  t»i  Jpw^ 
ijltU^a^  his  poip^  of  d«pAr^]na[«  b}auiPAgfi«|i«b 
and  his  dep^*.?  If  h#  ci^9A««l  ))^:ijmW^i># 
wa^  <m}y  becanvie  A9g^e«r  af4  I>WRl4fy^tl^4w» 
French  generals,  aummooed  him^  iii:<itofttQfll  f^FS0|t 
fanner  to  oome  to  tfa^ir  asaisftanfil* .  ^%#t>)iey 
and  he  t^ad  reason  to  expect  tlj^.  ^VB^^  Qnt 
din6t,  or  Vietpi:,  would  p^vide  iQis^h^  mf^sf 
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ly  hct,  no  mkt  had  any  right  to  aocueeafifotlMr  of 
treachery,  when  we  had  betrayed  ourselves,  for 
mH  had  been  wanting  in  the  time  of  need. 

At  Wihia,  they  appeared  to  have  had  iio  siidpiw 
dan  of  the  real  state  of  aflhirs ;  and  at  a  tnne 
wlien  the  gcirrisons,  the  dep^^  the  mar<^bing  bat^ 
iaMons,  and  the  divisions  of  Dnmtte,  Lotson,  and 
Bombrowiski,  between  the  Berezina  and  the  Vk^- 
tula,  might  have  fbrmed  at  Minsk  an  army  of  tidrty 
tiionsand  men,  thfee  KhouMnd  men,  headed  by  a 
geneml  of  no  tepntaftion,  were  the  only  forces  wliiidi 
Tofaltchakoffotmd^  there  to  stop  hinu  k'wasu 
known  fttet  that  &is  handfiil  of  young  soldiei^  was 
pldeed  in  front  of  a-  river,  into  which  they  were 
pa^ecipitated  by  the  admiral,  whereas,  if  they  bat 
teen  placed  on  the  other  side,  that  obstaole  wodd 
kavd  piMected  them  linr  seme!  time. 

For  thns^  m  freqnently  happens,  the  faults  (if 
tile  general  ]4an  had  led  to  fonhe  of  detsdh  fife 
giivernor'of  Minsk  had  been  negligently  chosen. 
He  waS)  it  was  said,  one  of  those  men  whonnder- 
tlike  every  thing,  who  pmniise  every  thing,  arid 
who  do  nothing.  On  the  16th  of  November,  he 
lost  that  capital,  and  with  it  four  thousand  seven 
hundred  sick,  the  warlike  ammunition,  and  two 
million  rations  of  provisions.  It  was  five  days 
since  the  news  of  this  loss  had  reached  Dom-^ 
bitowna,  and  the  news  of  a  still  greater  calamity 
eame  on  the  h^els  of  it. 

t2 


(    2T6    ) 

'  "lliiii  same  governor  had  retreated  toward*  B«h 
rizdf.  Tlierc  he  neglected  to  inform  Outo^ 
^bo  v^s  only  at  the  distance  of  two  marches,  to 
'come  to  his  anistance ;  and  hiltd  to  support 
Dombrowski,  who  made  a  hasty  march  thiAiear 
from  Bobruisk  and  Igumen.  The  latter  did  not 
arrive,  however,  in  the  night  of  the  Mtb  and  21  st, 
at  the  tHe-dU'pant,  until  after  the  enemy  faadtdM 
pos^essidn  of  it ;  notwithstanding,  be  expdiei 
Tchitchakof's  vanguard,  took  possession  of  it,  ^lad 
defended  himself  gallftntly  there  utttil  the  ev4»ii^ 
of  tile  21iit;  but  beiAg  then  overwhelmed  byllie 
fire  of  the  Russian  artiHery,  which  took  hiitt  id 
flank,  and  attadted  by  a  force  nmre  than  doaMe 
hit  own,  he  was  driven  acrdss  the  riVer,  andtyit 
of  die  town,  as  far  ttsr  the  road  'i6  Moit^oW.  -  '  ' 

Napoleoa  was  wholly  nnprepai^dd  fliy^tiIii  w- 
aster :  he  fuieted  that  he  had  eoffijpl«tdy  fft'- 
vented  it  by  the  histructions  heiiad  sekii'tdVHJDi^ 
from  Moscow,  on  the  6th  of  OctoMr.  Thletii^ 
%iructiofi9  "anticipated  a  warm att»6k'VMtt^^w- 
genstein  or  Tchitchakof ;  they  tetatAteJbvtStA^ 
tor  to  keep  witbhi  reach  6f  Pototsk  Mfd^flfitAfci 
to  have  a  prudent,  discreet,  aM'iiiteHit^toVMiiSlr 
about  Sdiwartzembeiig;  to  k^  d|pr%  Mgitfitf'IsA^ 
ire&pondence  with  Minsk,  and  to  send  ^thet'i^w 
in  diferent  directions;"  -         i'-'l"''''^ 

But  Wittgenstem  baving'made  his  'atCaelHMffW^ 
TeUtofaakof,  the  taearer  and  mbite  >(:rr^ill^  AUJS^ 
had  atthicted  evfery  one's  altehfiotti^lhfei%i#* 
structions.  of  the  6th  of  October  had  notbeeiPi^ 
beatefd  by  Napoleon,  and  llMrf  a^^pidared'W^w 


(    »77     ) 

.hfea  lentir^lyXctrgqUw  by  1»^  K  FiofJIy* 

vhfQ  tbe  Emperor  leariied  at  Dombrowna  tit? 
)os9  of  Minsk*  he  h^d  no  i4eft:  that  Boriwf  w^  in 
anch  immin^t  danger^  03  wbpD  he.  p^&Mid  thp 
A^t  day  .through  Orcjiia,  he  h^the  whple/of  bfs 
tndge-eqwpage  burnt 

?  His  corre^poj^once  also  of  this  20th,.of  Nox^f;^- 
ber  with  Victor  {proved  his  confidence:  it 't^ufi- 
pOf^d  thatiOudin6t,w(ruLdfh?^ve  npa^lyctarrived  on 
^  ^Stk  At  Bpri?of»  white. that  piacehM  beiqn 
ti^^  po^^essipn  of  by  TchitpbakoCon.;tke,>?li^  , 
. .  It  was  on  the  day  in^Bedia^ely  sub^^pn^iftt  (to 
^ha^  fatal  fiaMtstroph^  atihe  diatwce.  pf  thn^ 
m/^cjif^^  from  Boria^fr  and  upo^  tb^  hig^  fQ^4> 
tl^Lt  an  G^cier.?p*i¥is4  ^vd  anpounced  toNapioi- 
lepn  this  fr^b  d^^ten.  The  limperor,  striMpg 
tbf^  9(f9liK^<t^Uh  hi^  stick,  apd  dartiqig  a  furious 
l9f)b  to.  bctaveni  prpnouno^  these  words, ''  It  is 
tjff^  J  iKritten  ^JbiovQ  .that  .W3  shall  now  commit 
nptbing  Nt  faults  r 

^  Ii|eaowhile  ^arsb^l  Qudindt^  who  was.alrpsdy 
npiirlting  towards  Mipsk,  totally  ignorant  of- wha,t 
had  hvppp^^'  halted  on  the  2U%  betw0^ji  Bobr 
ap4  l^vpki^.wben  in. the  middle  of  the  mgb^ 
C^efsj^  Br<}^wmkpw«ki  arrived  to  amtonnpe,  tp 
Iwn  bis  ow^  4«feat,  .ss  well  as:  that  of  QeMr|4 
Dombrowski ;  that  Borizof  iym^  taken^  and  th^  ,t^e* 
|^fifuiuvi9s  w^e  following  hard  at  his  beelsi  ... 
..Qntbe  2Sid  titM^ .  marshf^l  maxched  to.maqt 
t^i^y.f^id.  rallied  ^.  n^mains  of  DombrowaM^f 

.  ;,(^.<hfi  ;?^4,.at  throe  Icflgu^.on  tbP  ^ei.si4e 


(  m  ) 

df  Bo^ilQf/  htCBMIb  is  cotitttbt  with  tke  BiMitti 
vanguard,  which  he  ovierthrew,  taking  firam  il 
ttinQ  himdred  nkeii  ami  fiftken  hondired  eaitiagts^ 
and  drove  back  by  tb^  doited  foite  of  hia  ar^ 
tiUery^  inflaitt7^4^and  cavalry^  eb  far  as  the  Be- 
rezitia ;  but  the  remaiQa  of  Lambert's  forct,  Oft 
refMMing  Bomof  and  that  rivers  destroyeil  the 
biid^k 

Napoleen  was  then  at^Tolooama}  he  nMttdd 
Aem  kiBflchbe  to  him  (be  pobitioaof  BorisRrfl 
They  asmred  bim  that  at  that  t>oint  the  Baresiaa 
is  not  merely  a  river,  but  a  lake  of  movihg  tee ;  Aat 
the  bridge  waa  three  hundred  fhtfaidm6  in  kiigtti ; 
thai  it  bad  been  irreparably  deMtoo^ed>  aad  Aa 
pacs^e  by  it  rendered  impracticable* 

At  that  iDomeBt  arrived  a  g«sM!l*al-0f  ett^tteeiit' 
who  had  juat  returned  fvom  At  D^ke  ti  BeAmtfik 
eorpig.  Napoleon  interrogated  hiib }  ther  gjaneiil 
dmlated  *^that  he  saw  no  m^ans  bf  eaca^  bttK 
through  ibe  middle  of  Wittgenstfeia'a  ^aormyv'  ^  Vila 
Brnpevdr  ttdptiedi  *^  that  he  must  find  a  Aireetioii 
in  which  he  could  turn  hisrbacA:  to  iil^the^ntmijFW 
geaeraie^  to  Kutiii9of,  to  Wittgeostain,  to  iTkrhit* 
einkof;''  and  he  pcuited.withbia^qget^n;|^e^mi4> 
tb*  the'  eoanse  of  theBerdssiata  behMT  Boriaofj  it 
waa tbefe be  wifehied  tOicrtMs  theiiriir.  .Bwttia 
gahetal  objected  M  him  the  pMseaoe.ci  TdaUba^ 
kof  on  the  right  ba«k ;  thei  'i^pelro^ Ih'to- pAtetoA 
t&  another  passage  belowthe  fir^t^Midiitlyeiti^  a 
third,  still  nearer  to  t&e  Buie^.  <  BietH^eotiag^ 
however,  that  he  was  then  appfoaehhsigttbe'fiiMfn^ 
try i  Qflf  the'  Oossaek6»  he  stoppled  shorty-  -m$d\f»* 


(    27&    ) 


cfahnBd,  ''Oh  yes !  Ptiltawa!  dntisfike  Ckuieft 

mx.r 

hi  feet,  every  disaster  which  Napoleon  coiild 
aiiiicipate  had  occurred;  the  melancholy  conform 
mity,  therefore,  of  his  situation  with  that  of  the 
Swedish  conqueror,  threw  him  into  nndi  coaster** 
nation,  that  his  mind,  and  even  his  health,  became 
still  more  seriously  affected  than  they  had  beeii  at 
Malo-Jatoslavetz.  Among  the  expressions  he 
madd  use  of,  loud  enough  to  be  overheaid,  was 
tins :  ''  See  what  happens  wh^n  we  heap  faults 
olafkultsr 

Nevertheless,  these  first  movements  were  difc 
only  oties  that  had  escaped  him,  and  the  valet-^ie^ 
chambre  who  assisted  him,  wad  the  only  person 
that  witnessed  Iris  distress.  Dnroc,  Daru,  ind 
Berlfhier  all  said;  that  they  knew  nothing  of  it, 
ftat  they  saw  him  unsbalcen ;  this  was  very  true; 
huthanly  spebking>  as  he  retained  sufficient  cbm^ 
wahd  over  himself  to  avoid  betraying  his  anxiety; 
and  %h  the  strength  of  man  most  frequently  coti^ 
tist^  iff  cohtealing  his  Weakness. 
*  A  t^markable  cMvers^tibh,  which ^as»bverhear4 
ttm  i9ame  nighty  wilt  show  better  than  any  thimg 
^tsfe,  how  bHti<^al  was  his  t>ositian,  and  how  well 
he  bdire  it.  It  was  getting  late ;  Napoleon  had  gone 
to  1>M.  Duroc  and  Datu,  who  remained  in  bi$ 
dhimber,  fancying  that  he  was  asleep,  were  giv^ 
^S  Vrfty>  iii  Whispets,  to  the  most  gloomy  conjee^ 
tures ;  he  overheard  them,  however,  and  the  ivbttd 
••  pnsonbr  of  stat^,"  comfaig  to  his  ear,  *•  How  !^ 
exelatused'he;  ''db  yon  believe  they  Wotald  dare?" 


c  ma  ) 

Wf«^/'  that  jpf  w^  w^re  cttiflpelW  W^^y?»d|5jr,|. 

op  xetis^iofi  oa  an  fiiwayis  S^veil^ity;  .tt;ii^;«^ 
kp€!W^owdl  t)iat  gFf^t,  stiite-ppl^y  coii{u4^^ 
i^lf  Ic^eiitifted  wit)i  porality,  aiidvyas.fegittWf^ 
by.m.law."    "  But  Fcance,''  said  the  3l^B1?fiPfiv 
**  whiU  would  France  say  ?''   "  Oh,  as  tp  Vvva^c/^l 
cqn^f^ued  Dariu  ''  we  are  at  libfHc^y.  to^aa)^.a 
t|)o>^8aqd  c<x];kjectJires.  mare^  or  less  disa^g^^^l^ 
h^t.oon^  of  us  can  know  what.jfj^il.tate 
there/'    And  be  then  added, ''  that  f9r.tbe;]|^ 
pef Of 's^  thi^f .  ofliQiarp,  ^  weM  a^  %r  .tbq  En^p^for 
bjjD^seli;  the  most  h^py  thing  waf^ldv]>€j>,if  by  ,thf^ 
air. or  otherwise,  as. the  eartliw^aa  sdp^e^ Mpfi^^fift, 
the  Emperor  could  reac^  ]^rappc^.fr^i,w[^9f^lw^ 
could  much  more  certainly  provi4q;fo^  iJifii;  fa^ 
ty,  thfi^  by  reniaiaiqg.  a^nqngj  tffifjtk  V\  . «  ji^  I 
^Pttm  I *«^  in  ypur  way?"  repU^ t^jEijip^i^ 
awiJLing,    I^Yes,  Su-^"    "  And.ypu.4^^^fl^,i»j^ 
tx>.  he^a jpprisoner  of  sta|e  T   ^jffaru  rgjli^ ,m  ,||»^ 
same  tone, ''  that  it  was., enough  for  ,l^n^..^.|i^ji 
prisoner  pf  war/'  ^  On,  .which,  l^^  ,E^jfig^^ 
mained  for  some  time  in  a  profound  silence  ;^  f^if^, 
with  a  more  serious  air :  **  Are  all  the  reports  of 
my  ministers  burnt  V   **^8ife,  hitherto  you  would 
not  allow  that  to  be  done."     "  Very  well,  go  and 
destroy  them ;  for  it  muf  ^  l^e  confessed,  we  are 
in  a  melancholy  position/'    This  was  the   sole 
ayp^K^. which. it ^wrej^^e^  frp«i,,]t^n^,?wd.pi|.;^^ 
id?j|  he.  wppt  to  sleep,  1^no]u^ng,,t))ptici]¥99Aiit  .i«M 
nfiqcfisafy,  he  wuikji  postpone  §iireiqy.liw»fi^itq^lte^ 
next  day. 


(  aw  ) 

Siii:  otders  dii^laycfd  e((tlal  "firiot^^  Oud&iM 
had  Just  sent  to  inform  him  of  fab  determination 
to  overthrow  Lambert;  this'  he  approved  of,  and 
he  alao  urged  him  to  mak^'  himself  master  of  a 
passage,  either  above  or  below  Borieof.  He  eic-^ 
pressed  his  anxiety  tiiat  by  the  2^th  this  pasisage 
should  be  fixed  on,  and*  tiie  preparations  be|fun, 
and  that  he  ^ould  be  apprized  of  it,  in  order  to 
ihake  his  march  correspond.  Far  from*  thinking 
of  mddng  his  escape  throiigh  the  midst  of  these 
dnree*  hostile  armies,  his  only  idea  now  was»  that  of 
beatSttg  Tchitchakof,  and  retiring  Mitfsk. 

It  is  true,  that  eight  hotfrs  afterwards,  in  a  sen 
cond  letter"  to  the  Dtike  of  Reggio,  he  resigned 
himself*  to  cross  the  Berezina  near  Yeselowo,  and 
to  retreat  dittctly-npon  Wihia  by  Vileikai  avoid- 
ing the  Russian  adnfiMiL 

But  on  the  24th'  he  learned  that  he  could  only 
attcimpt  that'  passage  near  Studzianka;  that  at 
iShat  spot  the  riter  was  onty  fifty-four  falltoms 
wide,  and  sis:  feet  deep ;  that  they  would  ;land  on 
Ihe  other  side,  in  a  marsh,  under  the  fire  of  a 
commanding  position,  strongly  occupied  by  thd 
enemy. 


as 


CHAP.  in. 


All  hope  ef  pasding  between  the  Russkii  ar* 
n&es  Mras  thus  lost ;  driven  by  the  armies  of'  Kn- 
tusof  and  Wittgenstein  upon  the  Berezina,  there 


(  afe2   ) 

W&«  bo  iAteftoMve  but  to  eroM  Ihai  river  in  Ae 
««fetli  of  tk«  antty  of  TehitdrakoC  ^hitHi  Ikwd  i«» 

IS^^r  flinch  the  tM  Napoleofa  bt^  teM  prej^ain^ 
fyt  it,  as  feir  a  liespetabe  actioMw  And  first  he  iesA 
ike  «£lgle^  of  all  tht&  cotps  bf^ti^lit  to  hM,  Wit 
bttrftt.  Hi8  ftrirtted  ifif o  twd  battalioiis/  ^igfattM^ 
h^Dtlred   dismounted  ca^cdr^  of  Ms  giMtd^  of 

^hbin  only  eleven  hui^r^  atid  filly  wtn  amei 

Vrf <H  faiuskets  and  ba)*aMiie«. 

Th«  ciavfttvy  of  ^  araiy  of  MoiK^vr  hms  "Sff 
completely  d^stroyedi  that  Latoiir-lliattl^oiir|r  feai 
nbt  itow  remaining  uAdf^r  his  tMfMmatid  ttiore  tian 
otib  handled  ahd  fifty  weh  on  hbrtiebttck.  tta 
Em{)ero1r  collected  aMiictd  Mis' p^^TMi  all  rthe  «itf^ 
cets  of  that  arm  who  W^re  l^tiRlnouM^;'  li«  ^Ml 
this  troop,  of  about  fire  •  tlanVkidtl  oOlibfl^  '~1M 
^otre^  9quadrmi.  Groudhy  add  S^bsCdtiHtil  iMdH^ 
commahd  of  tbend  \  geheftils  of ^<fi¥feil«r/seffe4^  ti 
it  as  captains.  ■    '      i        i     N  ••  nvn 

I^bpdlton  ordet^  ftrirthef"  «h«t  all'tihfe  tfMlMf 
carriages  Should  be  btfrnt;  that  110  dftcw^Miohld 
keep  more  thatl  on6;  that  half  the  \9jgigg«»'^flid 
carriages  of  all  the  corps  should  also  b^  %WAS|| 
and  that  the  horses  should  be  given  to  thfe  arlSteii^ 
6f  the  guard.  The  officers  0/ that  arm  had  oi^eca 
to  take  all  the  draught-cattle  within  their  )r^ddiv 
even  the  horses  of  the '  iBIiipetor  himself^  fiooMt 
than  abandon  a  single  cannon,  or  amtodHilidii 
ivaggort.  ■  '  •"  "  '    ••^'^••^     ' 

After  giving  these  ofd^ts;  he  pluftgWi'  hlfo  tiW 
g[toomy  and  iitimeAse  forest  of  Mhl^,  In  •  Which 


a  few  hamleto  and  iJ^rMched  JHiIiitatiaBs  ha¥« 
teaMfely  cfealted  li  few  ot>6&  ^pott.  I1M6  noi^fb  ik 
Wittgenateiti's  artillery  filled  it  with  it«  e«ho. 
IlMLt  Rtaselaii  ifeneral  CfUne  ittiihiftg  frotai  the  ndtth 
itpob  the  right  6k6k  of  our  expiring  colutnn ;  hi 
brought  bade  With  him  the  wihtet  which  htid  quit'^ 
ted  ua  at  the  same  time  with  Kutusofi  Ihia  threat-" 
Whg  irtise  hiistetted  our  thhreh.  From  fotty  t0 
ifty  tho^bsaad  toen^  wdmen,  a&d  children,  glided 
tblrobgh  this  fore'st  aii  ptecit^tateiy  to  theit  weak« 
teas  aod  the  alip^pt^rineaa  of  the  gtouud,  ftoin  the 
frost  b^imiiflf  again  to  $et  ih,  would  allow. 

The^  fbtced  inarchei,  begun  before  day-light» 
and  whiefa  did  not  finish  at  ita  cldse^  dispersed  ^ 
that  -had  retnltined  together.  They  lost  them-* 
•elVea  in  the  darkness  of  Uiese  great  foreata  and 
long  ni^lB.  They  halted  at  night,  and  resumed 
tiieb  ibatch  in  the  mohiing,  in  darkness,  bt  ran« 
dMI, and  vrilhoult  hearing  the  signal;  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  remains  of  the  corps  was  then  eom- 
l^eted;  all  wiei^e  mixed  and  confounded  together. 
'  -  Ih  this  lastt  stage  of  weakness  and  confiision,  ais 
We  were  approaching  Borizof,  we  heard  loud  cries 
hefote  us.  Some  ran  forward,  ftmcying  it  was  an 
attack.  It  was  Vietor^s  army,  which  had  been 
loebly  driven  back  by  Wittgenstein  to  the  right 
side  of  our  road,  where  it  remained  waiting  for  the 
Btnperor  to  pass  by.  Still  quite  complete  and  foil 
cefaniflkatftQn,  it  received  the  Emperor,  as  sooh  as 
he  ttJkde  his  appearance,  with  the  customary  bbt 
anw  long  forgotten  acctomations. 

Of  our  disatters  it  knew  nothing;  they  had 


(  m  ) 

yfh^}^  tth^T^fQTfif,  ii^itead  «tf  tipt  4;i|Mid  igobmi^ 
ir^iiqlL  tod,  oonquei^  M«8cpi^„iyte;S«]4ieE8  pei^ 
ceived  behind  Napoleon  only  ^  train  .of  sppctnef 
gqvered  with  r^gs^  .wit^  fenuUie  i^^li^sw^  jhoc^  of 
<?jMrpet,  or  dirty  cUj^h^Jf  >maj^,;u|d  holed,  hf 
ithQ  are^^a^d  with  nqtbii^  pii  tjieir  iei^t  bv^j^ff^ 
pf  all  sortu,  their  constecq^tioo.  was  ^xfxtmf^ 
They  lo<di;ed  terrififsd  i^  the'^if^fc  of  ^p^^  ijn^t 
tu^t^f  Hdiei??,  a*  tb(?y  Refilled  befqfre  tbe}f^.;V^ 
¥»f^  ««rt«ff»«,  f^cfs.Waqk  w^h  4ict«i4:lii#^A!W 
bxJfitXy  befwrds,,  v»afq»ed,  js^aaojflew?,  mufjci^^g 
confusedly,  with|hfiir,bc;afl8  bept,  th^^ir.jBj^^^f^ 
on  thpgrom^.^d  s^?t„tik^ia;U:«^,pf  jgH?t»Tes. 
,  But  wb^t  astonished  jcfi^^i  jw^jii,  jba^jal^  ^r^ 
^  se^  t^  Wn»ter  of  cojondft.  ^  jgSi^^iTifMCsfjt^ 
tejed  aboujtand  isolaM>^)^.«lBfi|e^  9^mmm4 
9l^yt.  tbeni^lv^,  4ind  it9i(t^jftki,9^..q«|J>%^J«j| 
•HTJngthe  wtecks,9^  their  .pfQff^tj{,.j>rj^jaefc 
9*m^  .^«y  wer^  «f»fc|»i'»«.e«W?n?ffAi^^1*P«*' 
d^r^,  wfeo  did  not  notice  thew,  jlft^igi^  ^|)^fM 
no  longer  any  comfliai^a  to  gjwgj  mki9l:.rhm 
they  had  nothii^  ^^  exppct,  atf  .»tis*.j^J.WS«l 
them  being  broken,  ai^  aU  rank%,f£^i|Ci^j^,^ 
coniifnqa  misery.   ,.    ....  ,  k.  :.'..  ,.1,  Ii..^ 

The  soldiers  of  Victor  and  Qudin^(^|S^]4{|^ 
b^ ve  thq r  eyes.  Moired.  wi^th  .cpnipj^i^ii^jf^feir 
^per;^  with  tears  in  their  ^y^  ^^T^m^si 
%lr.  conftBai^io^s  as  tbj?y  jfepognispd,  ^i^  t^fStSl^ 
They  first  supply  <^W  !«y4*,cl«fj^^fe!ft4j8ffiT*r 
sxons^,  and  then  ^^4.^^^.  «t»«rjPyiW!rti5<J»W 
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€ieni  out,  seeittg,  itistead  of  sd  maiiy'ttibirsjliA^ 
men;  only  a  weak  platoon  of  officers  and  isiib^I- 

_  >      _ 

teris  round  a  commanding  officer,  their  eyes  bUR 
kept  on  the  look  out 

^  The  sight  of  to  great  a  disaster  struck  Che  second 
and  the  ninth  corps  with  discburagiement,  from  the 
very  first  day.  Disorder,  the  most  contagi6usf 'of 
aB  ev3s,  attacked  them;  for  it  would  seem  as  4f 
order  was  an  e£fort  against  nature.  And  ^et  tt^ 
disarmed,  and  eVen  the  dying,- ailhoughilHsyw^ 
now  fhlly  aware  that  they  had  to  fight  thtit  Wky 
lifeross  a  river,  and  throngh  a  fteah  enerhy,  hisier 
doobted  of  their  being  Tictorigus.  " 

'  It  was  now  merely  the  shadow  of  an  army,  hiU 
H' was  the  khadow  ofthe  grand  army.  '  k'felt 
conscious  'that  -  nature  alone^  hftd'  Tahquisfaed '  ifi. 
(Fhe  STght  of  its  Bmperor  revired  it.  It  had  b^^ 
long  accustomed  not  to  look  to  him  for*  ita  dK^attit 
oFtaipport,  but  solely!  to  lead  it  to  vidtoiy.  TiM 
wa^  168  first  unfiyrttmate  canipaign,  and  'it  had  hiad 
to  many  fbitdnate  (me«I  it  only  reqtliveid  to  bd 
kble  to  fbRofw  him;  ^  fie  alomf,  wh6  had  ^evaurS 
his  sohiters  so  high,  and  now  sunk  them  so  low; 
was  yet  able  to  save  them.  He  was  still,  tKete^ 
fore,  cherished  in  the  heart  of  his  army,  like  hope! 
In  tbeh^artofman. 

'  Thus,  amid  so  many  beings  who  might  hat* 
hiprbached  him  withtheir  misibrtmiis,  he'mair61{^ 
on  wifliotit  ihe  least  fear^  speaking  to  onelanH^ 
vdthdaiaS^tBtioti,  certaih  of  being  resp^^tibf^as 
WiS^  as  gl6ry  couM  comniahrd  Omr  respect:  KnW* 
injj  *pctfectlytliat'  he'btelonge*'  to  us,^^mucK^4 
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paroperly,  w^  stm^Jcl  h^ve  900ner  tamed  our  ama 
f^nst  ourseheiiA  (which  was.  the  cai^e  with  Hiany^) 
than  agaitiBt  him,  and  it  was  a  mdiori  aaicide. 

Some  of  thrift  fell  axid  died  at  bis  feet,  and 
thoYjgh  in  the  most  ftightfal  delmtim»  their  aafifeiv 
V(^.  K^rer  gave  its  wanderings  the  tnra  of  re^ 
pr9%c^,  bvd  (4^  eatfeaty.  And  in  fact  did  not  lie 
^tf^  ^9  comiAon  danger?  Whieh  of  them  all 
R(4^4  so  much  aft  be  t  Who  Buffeeed  the  greaK^ 
^  loft».  ita  this  disaster  t 

|£tqy  impreciatiaaa  were  uttered,  it  waffucrthi 
his  presence ;  it  seemed*  that  of  M:  nusfoitaiies» 
1^  of  iftoiirting  his  displeasure  was  atffl  ihb 
grQaHst,.9Q  rooted  were  their  coixfideace  in,  waA 
mbpiffton  to  fh^t  man  who  bad  sdl^eeted  tts 
inKTlfd  tjQ  thf^m;  whose  genhts,  hitherto  luiforteif 
viot«ffiowi  aad  iaistllihle,  had  asaujned:  Ibe  ^ieeirf' 
ll#|r  fr^e-wiH,  a&d  v^  hating  so  long  in  ]»i  hands 
^  bcMk  of  p^sions,  of  rai&,  and  of  hi^tof}^ 
Ibwod  wherewithal  to  satisfy  sort  <aAf  tiritfiumi 
f||ii»t^  bat  also  every  gafterous  hedfi. 


,.  ^ 


CHAP.  IV.  *   " 

W»  vere  aow  approachitxg  the  mUsli -'ocMttt 
ttwifteat;  Victor  was  in  therear  ^tt?9,iMM>')il^ 
Oudiudt  ia  front  with  6,<NHH  and  al^tefil^^liM 
Bereskia.;  the  &nperor,  betwe€(ti^^Mir,'WkJ^^fiM 
atea,  40,000  stragglers,  atad  an  enOtttioi^^iJlibMi^ 
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Ivhiph.beloD^ed  tQ  t)ie  f)ep(p4^  tbe.oiB^CQvp«. 
,  On  the  25th„  a^  Ve  wasi  i^bout  to  se^ch  t)i«  B^r 
rezi^a.  t^e  app€)«^ed  to  Ui^r  cm  his  i»a^^h«  H9 
l^alted  every .  iastant  onttM^  high  EQa4,  TYaitipgfor 
Xfight  tQ  ^pceal  hM  ^^va](  fropx  the  ep^i^y,  ai^d 
tct  aljow  the  Puke  of  R^ggio  tim^,  tQ  §vap\wte 
Borizof. 

t^  23d,.  found  tjpu^  bridg?,  which  was  ^oa  %t^j^gi«Mf 
in  l€tDgth,  destroyed,  fit  three  difereptp^int^  Zf4 
^t.  t^  \ioinity  of  the.eqemy  repdpred  it,  iqapp^r 
Kibl#  t9.  r^ps»ir  it.  B^  bad  9SicefUt,i%e^,  M»^t  ^1^  l|if 
)^,  tW/9  inil^s  ^ow^r  4<>w^  the  river,  the?©,  w%|, 
li^ar  OuJ!M*gill4lt  ^  d.e#p  aA4  .»V<iaif«^  foy^;.  tfea*  ?> 
«tl»  #»tfi««i^.  of  amuk  A^^  ^QV»fi.  im»e^i»t 

Si»dh«il&  th^re.  w«$  another.  ^  pf  d^cvlt  9^ 
pponoh^.  JFiywUy,.he  had  learned  witlm  Oi* 
liwl.  twp  dfty»>  that  »t  SIUld»«oka,  two  l^gium 
a^W'  8t»dhof,  there  w-as  « third  pM^ag^;?-^ 
tihe  Ju»owledge.  <>f  this  he  was  indebted  to  OqtW 
neau's  brigade. 

This  wa^  the  same  brigade  which  the  Bavarian 
general,  de  Wrede,  had  taken  from  the  second 
eorps,  in  his  march  to  SmoUantzy.  He  had  retained 
it  until  he  reached  Dokazitzi,  from  whence  he  9Wt 
it  back  to  the  second  corps  by  way  of  Boriaof. 
^il^»-C|Offbiiieftti  unrived  there,  h&  found  Tohit- 
ebKkpColKeiidyiiD  pp«^a9ion  of  it,  and  wia  oew 
$(AUt^.  t^mk»  hi%  reti«a|  hy  «(^«9oding  thq  Bece* 
imiii,^d  confi^vag  bis  force  in. the  fovesta.  whkdi 
^fid«r:  itha,t.  ^civi^r.    Not  knc^wing  at  whAt  point  to 
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futtmt,  whoB9  borM  <»0Pte<.t»  tp  niiifjiiwiililiii 
if  he  bad  just  cooM^throiiyb  Jt-  ■  HfrtM  Mdnof 
this  mui,  and  nade.hin^  hi»«uvt«&'H  8KF(t4>|fe-ll»- 
hiad  him,  aod  croieed  the  riitec.«t^sf«or4:fpp*ntie 
U>  Stvdzi^aha.  A«  ii»inedi^t9ly.|cj^«i9<lrQM#- 
odt,  avd  infofiMMl  ium  of  Um  djpaflqv^^  H^rMd 
Qiad&      >,.  ,  •  .,!  .:.-jiit,Tr   itrst 

A«  Napokspn's  iotentipB  fya»Ayrry<|fff(iti  HiHiHy 
vponWibMi,.th«  mtrnhal  mw  4ij|  iSim^iMHKtdtliN 
{»S8«s«  WM  the  mqsrt  div^e^A*  widl  iuMfeikilaiilt 
dgogenms.    lit  was  lUa^^.  a)»«fMrT»)Ktiwlb  t(ii>Mti<n»i' 

by  Wiitgenaifw  aM.mtMw&iipAprejiMMfflAi 
<i(QB9wg  the  riv^  (m  bni#g«H  tlpmifrOtttltiMtw 
««rt»ioty,  Ifom  lhe.f944  h»viWi)MiP^tfMi  4NlMke 
£nperor  and  the  oaval^  vmiM'iJ^lM^lMMI: 
thajtaU  woMldAftt  tb«i»«beJ4i^b«tlb|Mlli»MM]M»v. 
«» if  Napoleon.  \4m*^  "WX^wtsit Uhlii  tlwli^fr 
banda. .  Tbe,jQari^.thei;^fq«P->4£l«M1bMiMia. 
Jnl^e  night  of  ith^^^  .a«d  ?|ith.««hfr||iMi*bt( 

anillery  <l  foaWM>T  ^  f»m<><4«Bii»a^JWgiPHiililif 
in&atry,  and  the  bfigi^a  Ga«bil|e««»tMx«iht  p^ 

/MMSioa  of  StudZMAka,       '  .    ■  ...•M'tM^nnvoo 

-   At  the  same- time  the  ed^vytMM 
xeeopnoitred,  aad  both  ioood  ta\ 
served.    The  object  theref<Mre'<mia4 
4iiaplaca^.  the  eae^^    Aa  4k>rm  aavill 
|«c9iM»P«(W!hafl.t»  «to«ai«iu;(>iiafi 

bundcad  atn^ajcfja  wwretienfcttiinia  Ootibilli, 
in8tructi<ni8  to  c^dlect. there,  mtb  as  famtk 
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lib  ']>MfMe^  iff  Iftie  iitsce&ntfy  fhSftArMs  -fbr 
'the  liUiMraetiott  'of  tt-fatiflgk ;  -Ihe  %^ble  fKtitti^ti 

•of'lit  0airaMi«ra*wtui«bo-nMe'td'promens(de^ 

tIbA  ftid«  wfthifi  view  of  tlie'enemy. 

•   ■ltt''ackHddii't&  Hub;  Mt|or  Getienl  iioreiici 

ImmI  sfetiMlJeifV- «ouglit  out  knd>  btought  l)efbrd 
l>kiu^;' 'b»  Ittterfhii^tea  them  ivitfa   pekl  at>pk» 

rent  minvteiMw  idative  to  thkt  ford,  and -Ae 
•i«idtt  ImdHAlg  ftMk  ft  40  Mittski  TtKeil,  tefibdtiag 
-f^htWD^aHll^  phmtA  with'fiieir  anvireirs,  aiwtto 
-*lMi-uMlifl0d  <that  iheite  was  no  better  paiibag»l0'1ke 
'>iflAldi:lMr4eifliiied  «onie  of  thdsertascals  as  guides, 
i«Md9N<ttke'iftkevs  ebaVeyedbeyond  ou#  oul^poiBti. 
/dkil  totiuke^t^  blor^'stf tie'tof  i!lfe  htter  /lof  ke^pirig 
iilMdihU^miA  m,hbtmLdB  them  swear  that  f^ 
'4M^  f^Hi>«0  ifairt  us,  iir  the-dii«ciiota.<i(K^/iNic 
•'  »tw,iiio|iiiclFi>tfertiiittt  <if  th^eneniy^steotem^tk 
.uiXinia^itiniitf  iKttenittts  wet«  taakihg  tx>  dra^ 
>!Minfli«lu^«  ateeirtMl  eiith«I]f'  to  the  left,'  Ails 

lMilba4feA«ting»piui8ageireitesecredyprepi(i1ng 
:t'OHiiiiituiiktt>  ft  was  only  oft  the  26yi,  at  fiy^  in 
^jUmtmai^f'iitktEiak  tarrve^'thare,  foHow^id  only 
-hgrt  tma-i&M  fergesi  two  whggona  of  «Dib  'she 

covered  wm^gona  of  otenaifai  ead  nailis,  and'aom^ 
iSMMpaOMfr  df  ^tOhiers.    At  SmelenA  he  had 
•iMi<fliinK  workriun  );MK>nde  hiiMelf  Vrith  A  ta6l 
mta  wmafiitoailnga.* 
.ftoSM^dM  ttaaaelii  wlidi  haS  been  mlde  fhi» 

i<Wp<htfciW  ftwi-tii^  beima  of  the  PMisH  t^ 

iMi4t«te  to^iweak.    Theivwkwttii 

-it  wiHi^fottad  M  fee  'tfnifk 

t^.utni  "i    ill  t/  .  •       -M. ;«.  •  ■     '        •'"  ■ 

¥OL.  If.  V 
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impossible  to  ^vk  the  Udd^  jdoring  the  pigft^ 
it  could  jwiljr  be  fixed. during  the  Mkm'mg ^"J* 
the  26th,  in  fyll  day'light,  and  under  the  ea«myi» 
fire ;  bpt  there  was  no  room  for  hemfairiwi*.. 

On  die  first  approach  of  that  deciaive .  ni^t, 
Oadinot  qeded  to  Napoleon,  iht  OQCtt^atioa  f^  Bor 
rizpf^  and  wjent  to  take  position  irith  dw  re>t  of  Ju« 
eovps  at  Siudzianka.  <  They  mardbed  in  the  ouMl 
ipnofound  obscurity,  witbooJt  mnkijig  the  Ifiiui 
noise,  and  mutually  Recommending  to  eack  e(kh« 
the  deepest  silence.    ■ 

.  By  ^ght  o'clock  .atnightOadidot  and  DooaJtitPWr. 
ski  had  taken  possession  of  the  heights^n^naMn 
ing  the  passage;  while  General  BbU  ^«cend«4 
firom  them.  That  gtsneral  traced  himeeif  on-.Jtbo 
borders  of  the  nrvt,  with  his  pontoaiera  and  a 
waggon-load  of  the  irons  af'sbaadoned  whe^ 
wbioh  at  aU  haaarda  he  had  made  into  cnunfk-iroiis. 
He  had  sactifiEed  e^ery  tfa&ig  to  preserf  e  Utaf 
£f^b)e  re^uree^  ai)d  it-  aaved^t^e  anny*  , t 

At  the  close  «f  tte  night  of  i\»  25tb.ia)d  36^ 
he  made  them  sink  4>e  firat  tresnd  in  $hej«f^^ 
bedi  of  the  river.    Bat  to>  cro.wi\  toittr  i|fti«f(«rti«Miw 
the  rising  of  the  waturs.  had  jo^adf .;^  ^ifAjiviti 
i^reiy  disappear.    It  reguiindJthejnQffciin^j^fU^. 
eflforta  on.  the  part  of  ««r  unfortn!|aty.fyptyff/jji|ii» 
were  plunged  in  the  wat^r  -op-  tp,  t*i*^'.r;;jB^|B^%( 
and  had  te  contend  ifrittthpfl<i»|tiiE^^^ji>F^f 
which  were  carried  along  by  tbe^«ti^^^x>j|9JHSII<^ 
fhem  peifehed  from  coW*  ta 'iii^^wpf^^ii^gi^ 
k:e%ke8^  wbicha  :f  iolent  wind  dr^yp.HgWi>!*^|yayf- 

They  had  every  thiog.tqiivnqj4er.l?n^,^^^jpi(WPSf-\ 
The  rigour  of  the  atmogphere  was  ju^t  at  the 
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i}iegr*e  neccfesary  t6  render  tlie  pa^sagd  of  tte 
tivftt  m(^r6  difccult,  witliout  suspetiding^ts  cbiirs^J 
or  feuffici^ntly  conisolldating  the  mo Wng^"  yrround 
upon  wfttcli  we  were  about  to  Venture.  On  this 
occasion  the  winter  sheWed  itself  inbr6  Russian 
Ihan  feven  tlie  Russians  themselves.  The  latter 
Irerfe  wtintihg  to  their  season,  which  never  failed 
fhem.   '  .         •  '/: 

•  ^Phe  JVench  laboured  during  the  whole  night  fcy 
Ac  figTit  of  the  enemy*li  fires,  whicli  shone  ou  the 
heights  of  the  opposite  bank,  and  within  reacli  oi* 
fbe  ftrfillery  and  musketry  of  the  division  Tdl&ap- 
litz.  The  latter^  having  no  longer  any  doubt  of 
otlr  ititeiitibas^  irfent  to  apprise  hii  c6nimkriaer-in- 

4iW*f.  '  '■ 


•   « 


CHAP,,  y.. 


The  pres^nc^  df  a  tidstile'  tlHvi^ioit  derived 
lis  of  dli  bofie  of  deceiving^  ^  Russian  adinital.' 
We  were  etp^ctivig  every  Instant  to-  httlr  thfe 
wfiole'  fire  of  lAa  artHIety  direct^  npon^dur 
wbi'kttteii;  todevebif'fce  did  ttof  difi'dovei^tfiem 
ttAtfl  day-ligdi^  tbeir  liibour^  would  not  tliea'Be 
«Mteiettt!y  advanced;'  and  ihj6  6pposite ' baM,' 
htSiigHfW  and  ifakridiy,  '^irad'too  tnnicli  ooinJnand^\i' 
hf'Ta^ptSgk'piiiitiSaii&taAe  it  at  ^ pOssdM^' 
ttif  w  mfoim  a  pasttge.    '  '  " ' " ' 

'^htWhtt'qtiitied  Bor££t>f;ttieTe!ftVe,ittetl  olelddf 
tft'tf^lilti1Mpbl«(AirltM^%d  that  he  wHb  fiteftingbfft 
i»e\ti'ftMM'deAipehl»r'«i»iktii8l'.  '<fi6  s^^''h4k'^elf 

■■'•■■-■!'•■      ua 
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for  the  night,  «riA  the'6^400  gottds  ^frUdi  sffl 
remsnnedt  to  him^  at  Staroi-Boriaof,  a  chateau 
belonging  to  PriiiceRiauhivil,  sitaatofl  on  the  right 
of  (he  toad  ffca  Borizqf  ta.Studaaaaka»  aftd  eqai- 
distant  froro  these  two  points. 
:  He  paMed  the  remdbder  of  ^at  night  om  his 
feet>  going  ont  every  moment,  ^ther  ^  listen,  or 
to  repair  to*  the  passage  where  his  destmy^wtt 
liocoosptishii^;  for  the  magnitnde  ^f  his  ^xie^es 
'  k>  eompleteiy  fiUed  his  bouts,  that  asjteoh  refohad, 
^hc!  fancied  that  it  was  n^mnidg.  .Several  times 
he  was  reminded  of  bis  idiatake  1^  ithds^  who 
'Werfe  areuad  him*        .  /  -  >•'  .     ^*  - 

Darkness  bad  searoely  dbsfppean^  nf hea  he 
JDiaed  Oudinot  The  li^bt  of  dasher terartfosyiaed 
him,  as  it  always  did ;  but  on  scfeing  iheJRiisaiim 
'ftreft  and  their  position,  his  mnsAT  dettrmined 
generals,  such  as  Rapp,  Mdrtiei^' aiii  Mey,  «x- 
idaimed,  '^  that  if  the  Smfierorj^scafe^'tkbdflBl- 
^i  they  lirast  abMlutely .  balieff^  in^  ^{  idHsGBiiQe 
^  his'stBflrr  MurailtitoadfMthoiight  lil^Mras  pow. 
ftiote '.to rthiak , of  notfii^gtrnt  ^aiwgvrNapolosii. 
S<ime  pf  the< Po^  proposed Jl  tOcliiin;  *.v       : 

The  Emperor  \«^aB  ^raiting  /fS^t'^onappMacbiaf 
«day flight  In  lOne  of  *tbe  Jigiised  k»  ttie«i)Mmier$  of 
.  the  jiver^  bd  a  steep  baak  9rbis}h' wt»icra?e)a0d»«Q^ 
'ihidinot's  MiUef^^*  ^v/s^"^  ^Veit^  tA9q^«f|p 
\Seai^  h&  ^tecloirtfl  ^  his  Vi»th«r-»(:i«ir.  ilfvAo*  Ise. 
ddoksd  upon  (he  pisasgie)  /«» :^ifrtpi«dtWfd4^ :  iB&. 
«l%dd  hini  tocaave^faiik  p^taMkmWk^ itiiiiCMijfdt 
f tjnier  {He  *  tafapmedr;  faimi  5that  )^i tdig^. wjlfekout 
iaf  dinger>»OT09Srthkl|()rezimt/i}]$e«f  k^(gti«4  %b$<ye 
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Btudna^kar  tint  in  five  da^fis:  lie  would  iveiich 
'^Wdaa;  that  some  brav^  and  determined  Poiet, 
perfectly  acquainted  with  afl  the  roaids,  had.offielred 
themselves  for  his  guards,  aikltohe  reepon^hle 
for  his  safety/*  '  ^ 

But  Napolecm  rejected  this  proposttton  ai  an 
infamous  phui>  as  a  cowardly -flighty  andwa^id- 
d^nant  that  any  one  shonld  dare  to  thdnjc  fonta 
moment  tfadtt  he  wt>uld  abandoa^his  ariby/.so  hmg 
Mit  was  dn  danger.  He  w«s  not;  bowev^r^  at  sdl 
displeased  with  Marat,  probably  beoairse  ^tbdt 
prmce  had  atforded  him  ah  bpportunity  of -shesrf- 
ing  his  firmness,  or  rather  because  he  saw.nodiiBg 
Mk  his'  proposal  bat  a  mark  crfdevbtioo^* indlbe- 
'cause  iJie  first' qnatiiy  id  the^fyes  of  Bbv^i^gnsiiis 
leiit  to  their  persons*  '^'' 

thai  ilioment  the  appearanee  of  day4^Bt 
made 'the  Eussiad  fires  grow  pale  and  disappear. 
Our  troops  stood  to  tbeir^rms,  the  ttrtiUeryHmfan 
placed  themselves  by  their  ))iebes,  the  genere^ 
were  observitfg»  and  the  looks  of  all  were  steadily 
dirteted^to  the  opposite  bank;  preserving  that 
silence  whi<Ar  betokeins  great  exp6bta(ik)ni  and 'is 
Che  forerunner  of  great  danger/   *  '     .': 

Shioe  ^e  claiy*before,  every  Mow  strudl^  by  oiir 
^pontioaiers,  edwing  !amoiig  t^  woody  kei^hte, 
must,  we  condtuted,  hatvie  attracted  the  wteAB 
4Bt8eaniidn  of  the  eiismy.  The  first  dawn'  of  thl^ 
4lfBA'ii^  ittiefdbre^xpei^  to  display  to  iis^Ui 
battfllkms  aiM^artillefy,  drawn  op  in  frodt  of  the 
weik^'scbflbldififg,  to  the  cohstruction  <lf  which 
'Ebf^  hadyei  to  devote  elgbt  htotirs  moie.   Ikmbt- 


«"';.^in 


(  m  ) 

tbem  to  point  their  cannoo  with  better  aim.  T^fjbn^ 

<l»y.  WPP^»"^<*i(  we  fa^.tb^^  fi^e^.^))ai}4<»Mr!^ 
l?a^K  dea6rte^,,fmd  up««tbe.beifl[)^fttjJ^y,gttl5^ 
of  artillery  in  full  retreat  A  single  }»f^.<4 
theirp  wofjld  bayp  \>e^  9u%:ient  \o  a^pifu^atie  Of»\ 
only  pjai^k,  of  safety,  ;whic;l^  jve  \yer^a^o^,te.ii8f 
in  qrder  t^  unite  th^  ti^p  baiiksi  .but  t^f^actijBefg 
rejt^«^ted  exaqtjy  as  pi^  'w^a  f^fu^  ia.iWff* 
tery,  . .   ^   ..   ,,.  ^  -.p  ^..^^ 

JFar^blir  fiff,  we  pye^ceixfdthe  J!^.,9f.ja..Jppg 
C9^Minn/  which .  was.  njav^pg .  ^(,tp9C^iJFif,^%^ 
with^  ,ev9r. looj^ng  l^hiRd  ^t;  ^e,f>qgiii)c§^4 
it»fw»tRr,  how)«ver, ;  ax|4  twelve  .mwimiFmM 
but.without  ta^ing.^p  anyiPft«iJjfWw?Rf»^kP»r«MI) 
a  horde  of  cossacks  v9|K^ipg;^JMt'^A<wM 
t^.wflodc  ^ey,  formed  tfee  reftr,4fii^i^,'J'9j|wr 

W?-^S'J?*W8*<i*4'%.-  .. .'     •  .-//f  <'.  ihw  -.5  .mod) 
The  French  at  fo«>  9Wl4r}»JH!^,se|^Wftrf9  ^ 

%w  ^>m  ^m-  '^%}»^'Jm^8RrfMiityi^MK- 

Rapp.  and  Oudinflt  ^9^  <fi^0t9i!n^7  fl^Hfc 
hoHSf ,  wl^«jre  thfi ,  Bs^^Ki'^m- , -^^li^'S^^ii^' 
Bf^  to  him,  "  J^^ft^W  |;9A:MflH^^.$H»! 
a#4  <»^it^d  bia.  pj(j«U<wir:7Tri".,H,#Ji^<IBMHl|Ifilw 

lH^,r^i^;  butN«^%ndA*«itt4^^.<iliWii 
a)cui ponArn^ed  this  report.  Sjimi^'¥l9Pm^^ 
d^4  ov^\  lfe4qfllF<^jai»4  ^¥ J»iAi{«A^%)<Pt 


C  *«  )/ 

jfoif,  hi  •xoMtned,  *<i  btlVe  oittwiii^  titb  ad- 

'l>min^  tbe  iintt  nw^eintot,  tvirp  of  ttie  eifemy  s 
(tiddttBir^pfMM^,  atid  firdd.  Ab'M>d«r  tM«  given 
W  tttaot^  tfaetil  by  a  disefaai^  of  our-  ahill^y. 
One  salvo  was  cuottgh ;  ft  was  kt  act  df  tiuf^ru* 
dencii  Whiefa  was  not  repeated,  for  fear  ofite  recall- 
ing TchaplHz.  The  bridge  was  as  yet  ^scarcely 
begun ;  it  was  eight  o^dock,  and  the  first  tress^ls' 
were  as  yet  only  fixii^. 

-The- Emperor,  however,  impatient  to  get  pds- 
ettUon  of 'die'opfMMit*  U^/  petotcMlit  butto  the 
teaviiiti'  Sffie'Ffencft  kit!le*tdie«cafDp  Jiucqaeliniindti 
attl'the  LitbtftttiltA  c6mt  Predxlecski,  werethe 
first- who  Atew  iheiiiMlv^a  tiHo  the  livetr,  and 'in 
spMf<iftfie'pibc6^'o(feer  which  cut  and  bled  ttitf 
diesis  and  ^des  of  theirhorsies'^  suciSkeAed  ini-eadi^ 
mg  tfafc  otberdde.  From  thirty  to  .foity  ltorsci4 
iMnr«adk  carrj^iMg-a!  vottigear  en  troupe,  -feUbwed 
dMioi,  aa  wdi  as  two  frail  rafttf  wttidi  tdanspoMeMi 
fo^  hundred  men  in  twenty  trips.  .-    ' 

•  tAbd&t  (mte  oVslbcklihe^jtfnktlrw  totitclydeated 
of  'tlte'Gbs^tfdea;  kai  Ae -bridge  -ibr  tfae>  iK&iJtr jf 
ankMdti  '^t^OMUatali^^nuid'crasseA  it  rabidly 
sAfr  its  tiamian,  the  mea-iftautiiig  **  Vive  VEm^ 
flMt^r  te'tbe  tM«8toee  ofiheir  soveceign,  Whtf 
wM  IkHbMif '  aefiv^'  preaadh^  tHe  passage!  xX  the' 
^naikif,  ISmT  diM>iira|4d  hi*  brt^e  itokHers  b^^lii^' 

'  '^'ikmiMM,  Wb«it  Ike'saw  flfete  fairly  'hl'fhsfi 
•iiMdiydiP*i]fe'o^^otttfe'M«kk;' *<  Behold'sny'iltar 
«iUtt  l#kMf '  fbr  h(^  Wai  a  believe^ati  'fttttOkf; 


(  -asa  ) 


bow  much,  tbey  arff ^nddbbttd  ttt-is^f ;  nd^'^iriB,  • 
moKKWcei^  •^i^Mg'  UD'inteanaMUatti»<|Nmnr.  IwpMiB^ 
^heniMivea.  «i^  <faMt«a;  ^lti:tmtamimdmam> 
iiABiediatiBl)f  iittdor itt •plrottoiiobi  :j>  -  ■■•.    ■  ^^:'. » < 

,>  >'.■>  •  '     mimtitmtekadtttiMst^'. ■     i*^!!    '?!'  r     itjixt 

gMi^  «S'a  pettBaiit,'tfm««d  itomoWiUtBi  iu^iiki  linf  .■ 
n^ws  «f 'Schwettteraberg'*  tittt6r^<f>MrSMiaMt; - 
NetfK^eon  mppearad'  yJBtfaed'  iit'"^iiUii'iiiii|f i  ^£ 
aloud,  with  tbe  addition,  4tolt;<»4^ih»^to)iiilH»!g 
had  imihedlstefy^  relumed:  uj^tthbiitetelftiiif 
Tchitdtekof, <ttiiA  that'  hen^isctetaios  Mu<«wt- 
aafiletltnee.''     A  flott}ii<^*re'to<'tnd!el(i4betHiii^i 

biKty. ■  •  •'  '    ''•"'  -''■  «=iw*i  '■«'«{*  ■>•?  •'Oiobi 

MtsA^Sme,  the  iffi'at'bridgt>*04Soli^*iWUItri  njlihwl  i 

had  oMfy  l>eeB  made  fiir  'thd  4uft4tiyii  (ikifie«MI ' 

<&  h*efAMa4ittew»li(9lMr^ 
I  baggage,  «hi«iUfBWriM>) 
'o^4Abk<ni  tiM«llelii!K>ft/i-eaMiiig 
•interval,  tlMMdidto-e(f>ile^^,>«liii  iMmm" 
lie  8e(iMid«ar(>^  ^MiBoiibMMiainMfliviiaMiM- 
rw«d  genetat  Lftgrantf  tt>  thii'tfiiir  aid«ii;>1hi9tf ' 
Led  tfbottt  sevto  thettsilid^faMiilia  <<afli  hiu;^uiii 
he  idaMhalV<yi(P'e«M>i»«tt>it6Mibdll^fii0iM«f- 
-dad  tiiilembiiivtiy  a  deythftiwif  wki^ttlwWd ' 


Borin>£  He  theit^iinMd.-biMkii  •BAit.tttiiamtamk 
the  finttroopa  of  ChidiBdt  ,commaiided  by  Albert. 
Both  aides  hateed.  .Thft  yVmuakf^  finding  them- 
selvee  &r:  eqiough  off,  only  wanted  to  gain  time, 
and  the  RiisMaa  geneiml  ixiMlffl^or  <Hrders. 
Tchitchakof  had  found  himself  in  one  of  those 

dia^BthsitMMwii»4ttryttiii  itBtimmmmtif^fg 

semei^  pDinto>i^'!.oBi^,  iifs  iqs^-^o^n^  deteami^ed  , 
a4d^MAitifioi>i^e(0ii^t^it*9eiiiAmi  (Htdigf^'. 

«MBtt||llMt4ll^N«ll4ttlOthffiir4  .,      .  i.j.'-  ~-  •  .-    i.  r<'  - 

eel»ma%  wt^fwAjJikf  thA  bql)  «>ad,  W J^tthe : 
tibmo^.  thM£biJ»>Miwie<#|t»QtH*t./vW  Itt  %»Mih  . 

noted  ^that  part  of  ihe  Berezina,  above  hoi^9^i  i 

cmmiiAm»iihii^l9svMii$i  arMo«»lN|y  4iifMns^efired , 
t^(wfiti4ii»ttnmi>i<t<to#it<4JM>i  tf«9p<m«i&i|itjFfftfl!o 

thi*d|K^».<!  iMDfBlib  wW .  eeaiii«(i4wl>  $WfiAv!«,i 
tbcMMand  .men.niiiii^MMMMb>^Vw4itAHf(itiMt.l 

<Ttptf wfiifc^p  |>lliii>>  Df)f$(b«Mraleif(Mfii^  ogne 


(  9m  ) 

t(M|NflMi90g.>tk»i{{caillf),,iai'iM«lactt  uriiMii  4f 
and  m§^gbAb\»»  JHlb^Otflfiljr^M^Ji^XchilriiilBrf 

Theadmina  ^dt  fiurthef,  that  wSaaaatism 

t«Mk  patiM^iWIOtisk^ .  that. ithft.ptttKao^/tff/^Hiii 
gwtriU  on;  |h|i  .xight  4M»k,  of  Aiie.gwd  milL 

towtt  .•■••:'       :•.-:!  li'   I  f.>;  ..  aU  i'..,"'" 

retake. Minek,  wd  ftion  myaa^ntjw^ gtfwgiprte 

ScihraRartze«ib^rg(lii9lc0|  mIv^ 

Ioda»  and  pn>babl}r  the  re|iort8  0f  tke  Jwm^  datei^^ 

nmlvftdf  aa.the^  ^vfcwi^^  the  StMi»i<»d4wwH*i 
the  Bere2ioa>  at^he/V^fjrwMientftiiMWdpiiAatf 

swd  thai  tbe  .gr«iich.F<q><ffot^  <<«>■<»* 'tii»'JlM»: 
•iao  gpeoeni's  wtptii(tipPtfiriwt'<ilwi<'iiiiiito||l«ii|iiif- 
thd  pnecwii  moment,  aiid  e«iiiiyfilfikatlJll>ft»4n»! 

^H VH^P  Hl^f^VVaA  ^^^r^0Mm     ^iWf'l^^^^^^p^c^^MyVI  ^^'{^^fV^wv^l^Vv^ '^''^^^^'^•^^^B^BBs 

Borao^  N»ppl<aapifofcfttMdai*»liifc  O^flWirhAfif Jhr 


(  aw  ) 

inf  «U  tbp  ti»<^  frkiall  lie  4iakl'8boVe'BoriM^ 
ymmktk^  eM$p*i0A^^  siMll' body  of  light  teo6p%f 
^ni  ^tfaout  erea  teking  tbd  pwoRUtkm  of  breaJ^^ 

IMl444f^tlwo^#vie^flix  leiqgfiiw  iVom  tbe  pft88ti§0' 
WMfBh  wim  ^fi^diMndng.  Oft  Ifae  isioni«|^  ^  Hie 
26tl|4i0  dftMl  hUTO  bee&'iiifiinted  of  it     7%d 

frqn  the  point  ^^altilok.    He  had  left  fifteen  thofd  J 

9iaid  BMo  belbrc  ituM'  Imdge ;'  he  migiht  ttiewfbre 

iMir^  fftturme^  in  petsoM  to'tkat  pottft;  rej^^tiec^ 

'fohapUtK  at  Sttit^ho^A^  oa^  tiie  «tme  day  mnde  idif 

9t|%A  l«at)Mflliii)idd!ptefMiinft^  uhd' 

QD  <tiietfi9S#i«uiK9  dey^  tte  3901,  overthrown  wktt 

ei^ltlefii  Aott^asid  ttela  the  aeTOn  tlioiiBflted  soW 

diws^f  OMHo6ti^k«d'Dombf«W8ki;  and  fiaally; 

rfaoQAfdi  in  &o»T»f the'Bib{>4wrasidtf Studtknfea,  > 

thet|)oi|itioiv  whidi  ^FtliaiiU^  had  qtntted  the  dft]^ 
beferew   •  ■  ■      •    *    .      .  .■ 

9i»t  groat  evrors  are  aeUom  repaired  itritb  Hb^ 
anaio '  vpadfaiew  witib  wtiich  4ti¥y  'tae  cmnitoitted ; 
^rtiflr«-hooMi6  4t  ia  ineiir  aatvre  to'  he^at  fir)» 
danbtf^l  of  4)100,  ai»d  that  tto  omis  dfi^osM  toi 
lidmil^^hoinilirtAl  they  era  chm^dy  <^irtain;  ^ 
because  they  e^aAise,  and,  in*  the'disthkat  of  oti/t 
owii:j«dgaient^  we  hefiritate,  and  require  the  sup- 
port of-,  other  opmiona. 

Thus  it  waa,  that-  IJMt 'admiwiMost  the  remain- 
dor  oftbe  SIMh,  andthe  whole  of  the  27th  in  con- 
aaHttioia»  in  feeling  fait  way,  tod  in  prepara- 


(    BOG    ) 

I 

tbm.  The  presence  of  Napoleon  and  his  grand 
army,  of  the  wedluiess  of  Whieh  it  was  imposoble 
for  hint  to  have  any  idea,  dazzled  him.  He  saw 
the  Emperor  every  where; ;  before  his  right,  in  the 
simulated  preparations  for  a  passage ;  oppbsite 
hiftceuiie  at  Borikof,'  hecairtre.in'lhcti'ftef' tt^al 
df>'&e^Bttc!ces8iTe  portions  of  oxtf'iietiegyHIISf^OM 
fMcei'wftii'marem^tS',  and'AiHiIl^^fStMBAttfiii 
Minsi^'Us  left,  whfere  theSmipeiMit  fttSy  Mil^'^ 

•  Oathe^aTfii/  fH^mOt  Bud  fi^'i«MiM^<^tt 
Us  errdri  lliat  lie'ittftdb>  hiK^<^iitS8e^MwtiMit<^' 
imd  -fttMi^  Bbfiseor*,-  flkc^  ci«id^<^eif  u^  '^ 
fmoB  of  the  buttri:  brtagfe,'teirt  ^^mmHH'i^ 
IMi  <teldiei^  of  Pihotiiletb*^«^l««i/  'i*      'f*f^ 

•  On  the  same  day,  tvl^Mf  M'^mHA^HMOmk 
Napbleoh,  -wHh  aNrai  t/^mAOi^iiim^*  a# 
Neys  corps;  now'TedtK:M'te'tf»-'l^<»«ft  itS£; 
ctoteed  the  Beirez}nar'aboiftHt<^^b'(fto^^^ 
aft^inot/n ;  he  pb^ed''Uyii^lfir<«<6d^^'tfi  (&li^ 
dindt  and  secared.tite^:bb^fii'4it)9«l'lil^%^iB^ 
ftgaSnsl-TdritdiakofsflittoreyftW^J'!  '«'•'  «*" 

He  had>be^'pteeeded'  \iftL 
and  stra^tet^. "  'lAi(iib«i%  of 'i 
crote  the  riter  atfit«f  hito  W'hi^W^i^t^ 
lostikl;  -  The  ahoy  iof  ^ndttfUf  il6^mi4v^dif^Wlk 
ikttc<ie<&ded  the  gitta^-  in'  ^eii^^^dJ^M'^ttir'^ 

;••  I      .''.•■•,;     •      .I'.,    .    .1  ,i    ill  r-jtiiiK^h //   iufi 

'  "i  •.' / :  i' -    !      '..'  .1  or.j  ■>;  uioui  fbvnLfrwo  am! 
.  -  ..  iv*.  .;  .f  .'   !i,.,.ji  'Hi:  an  aaui^v'.*  :tiuefi  itiii 
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;• 


,  CHAl?,  YIL, 

'     .  »     '  *  .  1 '  '       I  ' 


r  .   '" 


*  •  « 


.*'■;'*"  lit';       'noii 

."  W  ^  '  *  M  •■■■At'  ■  *l-«#" 

!-  HiTHEivro  all  bad  gone  on .w^.  .^i^V^^tp;^, 

9"^5?  to.itoR  tl)f  €|»«wii;»  i^*!o•|^gi  ^hgt^Meft 

*»*  taJjp^ahfiJifer  tt^eve,  and  tOf^^n  Vict^iMwp: 
t^ ^  of  ^e  4w!f..  ;tfWa«.  aw<#r«*. t»P  ^hfl^ 

WWWF-of.*l»«trejiWt.  to^d4e^Uf«awx(f.it.<ipn^ 

%*^;r«fl.!i»f  P<yl^  ^w*-  i^w/f^.rf.'pcM^Nftrf  by. 

«te?»,P«JM=Ml^filos^pffbe.ftey.,  ,,,    ,.   ;  ,c,  1..:  !i; 
He  was  pr^parjog  fx^  qujt  i^.  whei^  fM,  oxd^F 

would  allow  him  aufficient  tifgf.  /Lo,  ()|^eii;a|^  iWfSft*. 
■age  of  his  whole  army. 

.  But  Wittgenstein  left  Platpf  to  pursue  the 
French  finny  "Iffflg  thfj  high  ra*"^  and  directed, 
Ips  own  march  more  to  the  right.  He  debouched 
the  same  evening  <ni.tbe  heights  which  border  the. 
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B«iMfaiut»  httwtmk  Boraof  a&dStiidsritmka,  inter- 
MfmA '  Hke  vmA  -  k«tween  these  two  points/  and 
di^twred  all  that  was  found  there.  A  crowd  ol' 
stragglers,  who  were  driven  badk  on  PartouneatiV; 
apprised  him  diat  he  Was  separated'fhnn  the  rest 
sdTthe  array.    •  -      -:  j     <  ■  < 

I*«rtiMin«aoit  dtd'hof  lMsitit^e^-tftl^|fi-%<>1heP 
M>ttidi«  «hii&  three  ettii(DA-%4i8>  Mih/  <aiCriti)?S? 
ittdnmaA^^H  MtidiM-koHterS>  118'dift^lttiEdiie^^ 
etttti»i»«)'  thlRHigh,  tftddh  Ma  dhfpoiKlbiiif  iSSSk^ 
iigfy,  and  tegfMi  His  nai<A.  -fie'  li^'yfffiiil^ 
marchakng  a  si^pperymMid,  •Ht&^iSt^  tfttlFB^' 
gage  andnAtawaya;'  smk  tt'VkAa^  tlWMPM^> 
mgdirec^y  in  his  fhce,  and  in  d  ddfflna  4e^^(fiMff 
night,  lb  dkete  «lM«ieldS  '-^ifi^  lAfWd^  MJd&^ 
thefiM  «f  sevef«d  thbtasalid^-^tiiiy;' ^tHiSPHlDiMP 
tkb  heights  upe* '  Y&u  right.  -iUf^imi^  tt4fe'  MM 
(*if  atfaeked  tta  fHiilli,  1iepi<M6t^IddV  lid|i«Mi4y ' 
after,  he  had  to  toMiM  at ' front  JHHri^ttafltttieag^ 
troops  well  posted,  >#liDSe  biilliit«'Pit«iiii«M  W 
eduun  through  and  through,    .f.^  :.lu  ;:. .  i    iivn.\ 

This  ildfortnnate  dMsi»tf  AtotgiM  ttitMfiea^ 
a  MMlloW ;  a  kmg  Ale  of  >fiv«i  M -siai^IhirifiliM^aiM 
riigito  ettbhrlMsiSd  Hk  i«  iMtentetHhl"  JftSVei^' 

tbousud  eerriflid  mxttg^tenii  ha^mfiikiikm&m^' 

ani^espair,  rushed  iAla>  the ultdAt^Aeift  ji^  fMSIR^^ 
litt^  They  hf*6k«  tlifMg(h!tlfiBfa,<«o«iilMi'9l»  )(iiJ ' 
toons  to  wawr,  and  were  e<4lfy  ■ittMBetteftl*  M^Mg^ 
itt  thair  AisDitiar  fre^h  sefeHefy-wliyfiftuflfetBfAfin't 
eatAi  He-li6lti»«e«4ft8d»yNlo.ii»taf{<int«rd^)|»'l 
raiiy  hi*  tiloops,  iMid  taioi  a  l»6ttel<^poilllW,  imflia^^ 
fidlbg*^aak,  htt«tiobaMeMidl  VtiMf%4iitAiaifii^^^ ) 


(  w«  ) 

and  the  fifteen  hundxfd  soMMffs.  who.<«alMMd 
foiiA4  th^owdlTM  3iirfOQii4^  by  llitM  witiws<  ft|id 
amer.  •,.-'•- 

e  In  tbU  &i^«lj«ii»  a  io^  p£  IruOfr  OMMf^  i».th(» 
lame  of  Wittgenatem  and  fifty  thouHuid  IMNI  to 
Older  tht  Fxoooh.  to  anfrcdeider.  ,  Parttfiwrttiag 
wpeUed  the  twniwwp*  He^ecallei  intoJut^mduii 
Mchof  hi«  aferagglers  8pry^i.»taiiMd  tkitit^mm>% 
k*  vantod  tomdwa  Jaafe  ^4fon»  and  elMK^a.Aoif' 
giiinary  pasaage  ta  the  hodge  jof  Studaaoka;  boa 
thetif}  iii«a  vHur  warn  fMiaaily  a^  teaMy  1^^ 

bnakia  their  ai9a».  r 

4ti  the  aatM/ti»ewthe^g!im«al  i^  hbivai^anL 
aanoimcfd  to  him.that  the  btiiflka  of  StiidsuaaW 
iviUf  b«|rtu ;.  9n(  a}4<a*<i«Hcamp  muiMid  Bagbaac  hwb 
jopti iMfUgbl ^ t0pMt»  and iMt jir«(teiid«dJKlMd 
8690  tbem  bwrsivg.  Pvt<iUiie««X'  Mier^d  tiMs, 
fitted  f»te)lig)9fio9,.iN!.  m  w^mrI  4o.<»l«miUn^M»> 
fi>itttne  is  credttloM.  .  t  I .  ■  • 

t]|f>9^snii|f  ^.  fya»g  tibe  imemyv^ii.  <fafwt>siika». 
<wt<mH>ii  U*  vM»k  bri9BlieB»ik«icUsiirBd  eMb  «£ 
tlt«nb<»  H  tfddMK  tqy><ai»d  jftiaioft.  widor  £nt»in 

fciWiWtt  .ivplii  «M  oC'ttef •.  ilnifiMei,  tediiaad .«» 
iMfnfciHidiefl  mmttfimwAfA  $J^.tbt»p,aaAwaaAyi 
li«fli^i9«L,|iit<  OffctxiwiA  th»  iope  of  psssngi 
flMWgll  WiWnB»it»B>'*  ftnD.7<  ill)  the'darknesa,  «C 
ipioitiiilRi^  ftod  ttjpitN^  Viator;  or  »t  all 


( i««  ) 


liiihlbnirinimni :  1  At  wav^iatap  JdNtsaMOi^iial' 

whea^a  tuddwly  felt  tiks  gFovad  glaanm^  ^^Mk 
liiiiwti  .Ia.fiM:t».b«iB9idMCiMd  l^jf  i*»  siic^^ 
hiA-ftUiOtiiifto  altte^vHiak  inwMt'flMtif  te# 
«Mi%;banito.lie8r|iim;  aniiWii*Mli4Mi%Mt 

gmve  np.iiis  akias. 

WhUe  ihi*  ctAamtragk^WBB  acsoompiisiiing,  hii 
other  three  brigades,  beiag  move  and  more  hen- 
Bwd  in  upcm  the  na4,  i0i»%ri4)  powet  of  mote- 
meats.     They  delayed  their  surrender  till  dw 

kyuifff  they  then  all  .feU^;thfli«lMiN.af«inMipB 
wMoviooc  aEaw  witad  tliM9i«riiMhl«q  9^llBNi(f 
/,  .CK  tha^wboie  .dmwnob  t^  a^n#ft(lpi4ftiiB#nfMl9' 
a^Bap^i^  U>fraa  ^tpyt^ii  /Hpiijily  luiiwyi  iiffiii<f 
tomnlii  hhi  aoMinw,  /dtamiAi  AetaiA'  Hi  fcllaiini 

the  borden  of  the  river»  followed  all  iU  vtaflKftgs 


■(  ^«K    ) 

leas  ibrtaoate  comrades,  by  the  dartmess^  aMd^  lite 
lam  difl|aal|iM»iM  fratiwl,  tnor«d>off  ift  sttefiice, 
JflMiped  fiiMK  (he.  eoeny,  «ad^brO«|^  <t»  Vkltr 

.i  >¥'^hriteN^leab4ieMd<th««ii!«if,bet«f«iB>fltvutk 
«all«;gnt^  Md .fSMia^edy  A H«w«iilbi«iM«e.iit 
VM,  Aa*  whMiadi-appaased  fo4ie»aflt<Mi^4M  iftMi» 
«lmilt>Milsrv^itf<fl^;M>>M>  had-liap|tt9od)  to^«lM|| 
fl>tf^.rjrhfc*y|W«iiwftJwaeimpgo^^4«rt'g|^^ 
torted  it  firom  Um,  either  because  he?  antimipHid 
|il|||,Vi«l*r»:li«i^9  -th<iv  wcj^eiaii/'wdaid  be  4ia- 
jlMi}'t^  bsld  -Qiit  4flttg'  flWMkgh  out  d«|^  $- 140'  bai- 
•KfHlw  hp»ii»df  iit«  poiat  of  haamnr  to  hKva  1^ 
ll9^«Si4iHia§7  tlM:wbMe'of  his  rtttaat.in:*! 
lM944i.fl''  thetcMMy,  iiiitstn^l^>6>  and'&o^  antod 
M^  /^^Blalsod « car{tft.  .In  Aot^  this,  divittiopl  «wi 
[yhft  iMtiStofl  «*lfioae:  which  J^id-down  >i«»  anns>H 

•    •     J 

•ni  '■11  *i"<>''!   in;.     .'..'•     >.'■■..-.       .      '.  .  .-« 

Ollt     III.'    •...■>■'•••••>»    ■*      •        :   -•       "    .     .  .  .5  •       '    •- 

•n^nid  a^dbefcuantwaoged Wiftgfealrteiti.  ktWui 
aMMntina,  «flw  tNra^  day  a  ftelkg  M^  <v^fty,  the'ie^ 
|>tetja#«  ptMtnitv  nad^Atelcoairtiire  t>f  BotieoPby 
fliM^>lMAl':4pMI  TolMeaikkefW  e^.  Prom 
Haiiiiam^  the?  liM^  >  Rusatan  'aAluesr'  of '  tW 
imililUaksn  kifd''d6iilll,  4itt  «hemselY«s  uoStild'i 
IliwvicaiiliMMtirsi'lMd  autu«i  c(nttnrani6«ifoiM^ 

«lU«|rtilMll  itlte^sdto^iMk*'^  allri  (ribitf';  Kati^eil 


f      t 
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and  ttol;  frteAdeliifi  ww  theiv  botid  df  • 
The  w  'getterals  wdre  tiserefbre  propnyed  to  atfcan^ 
iftf  M&jtiiictiim  Ihe'bruigie0  4>f  Sfodtiuikt,  by&e 
tw6  baftks  oPl^e  rivc?r.  » 

Urn  Wtt9  on  lite  118th  irf'ffovemher.  The  grand 
ilitnyhfld "had  two  days  and  two  oighto  to^eifeof 
ll!s  ^ftMa^ ;  it  ought  to^  hare  beai  too  hite  lor  Atf 
RUMians.  Bat  tho  diaofder  was  great  •  m^m% 
fte  Ff^oh,  aad  mateiials  ware  wmrtuig  fo/t  twv 
bttdgesi  '  Twice  dak«g  the  Higfat'of  4hd  26tli  anl 
S7th,  that  ^  the  caitfal^  fcad  brd^e  dower,  and 
the  passage  had  been  Rtitfdedbyil'foraevtfilioiiiai 
it  broke  a'  third  time  on  IflMi  2fA,  aVtmt  fawir  in  the 
afternoon.  On  the  otherliaaiklfthte  straggiers;  will 
faaA  tKsper&ed  tnlo  the  liroodf  attft-  tiMreaiidiifg 
vflNLges,  had  not  taken  ^ad vantage -of  ^AA  ^td 
bight,  €nd  en  the  £7th,^heKl  dilylt|^ht  ap^aMel; 
they  all  prestoted  tbemsehrea  ttt  dwfe'to  t^iwi  ttto 
bridges. 

This  was  pd.rticalaf]yidie«ase  when  the^i]aid& 
by  which  they  regulated  tfaemidN^a,  began  its 
march;  Its  deparoi»  wsisliliid'i^  sigUd;  they 
rushed  in  from  all  parts,  and  lerewded  upoa  die 
babk*  Inataudy  there  was  nee  ^t/deep^'tMad^ 
and  conlo^ed  maw  of  nien»'honiesptmd/iiimaHi, 
besieging  the  naorrow^enlmmref like  biaigi^.aBd 
a?erwhelntng  ni.  3?bei  first,  .|Midiadf IbnRb&idsf 
<hoi^e  belmid  theoi,  and  dfiaen  inidBEfbj^dMgiiaads 
and  'pMKxmiers^  otf  Aixipped  4i7iitbftlfimFit,M«Bie 
crashed,  trod  tukdenrifoot,  to^  paae^iitartriHannai^ 
tbeHoatingtioetif  'the  BifiteaiiiaJ  >  Bttm  ^H&^tHar 
metise '  and  iibriMe  muie^  IhenrllMiit  aftdtfaEneM 


4  « 


ittip^M  mifa  giwms  «dd  ten^  . 

TbedEfoits^of  Napolecyi  and  his  fiia*  lievteinota 
te  Mtvie  these  desperate  men  bgr  mutoriBg  ^orden 
MMUg  duem,  were  iak*  a  kmg  time  oMaplsAkly 
iroitfesSb  Tbt  dimudtv  was  so  igteat^  that* :  dhmt 
tmo^'thnAi,  when  tbeiEmperor  j»reiented  himpfif 
in  his  turn»  it  was  dseeeasary.ta  eift|iloy«foiiMits 
apaaaipassafeibrhkD.  A^xupsofgma^Mrsof 
Ae  gtttird, .  and  LAtour-Mattbwrg,  out  of  ptnra 
feasipasiiDP,  ^edtaad  ciearng  thttnad veri  a  nvay 
thimigh  these  peer  ^i^ratchea.  ^      „\ 

The  'uapvianl  'head-tqawters-wrsfe  eatabliiriied  tal 
thi&' hamlet lof  Zanvvrl^' «wbiish  istsitoatad  in  Urn 
fudst«((theL  weods^  arithitt  a  ieagae^^  Studiiaitkm 
j^U^  had  just  thea  oiadeasarwy  of  Abe  bagg^pa 
with  which  the, bank  .was  .towered;  he  appriaed 
Ihia  Eaiperor.diat.:aix-dayaiMahl  nai  .be  satteient 
to  enable  so  many  carriages  to  pass  oTsn  Kefi 
Hdw  waa  'psaaant,  hunadktely  called  oat,  *f  tliat 
fan  that  case  they  'had  better  be  bant  immedt^ 
ately.''  AatBerthiflr,-iMtigBtedbytheidemgiiF;of 
mmBtm^  o{iposed  ithia;  be  assuaed  the  Edipesor 
thatitfieamywaa  SK.Smm  being  mdaced  tondiat 
MiaaBHty,f  and  the^Brnpefdr  waa  led  ta  believe 
lum,  Jncan  a  pirefaveaoe  .for  the  optnioB  :which4h(ti 
teted.bua  theiaMMt,  and  ffom  a  widi  to  spare^ae 
aaaay;  aatii,'  wliaae  misfottanes  he  fepsoaohad 
UoMelfiaaithe  eanae  ef^.aaMDk^bose  pwwisioas  aad 
iitlle  albdmse  caariagBs  ooDtaintd.  • 

in  the  night  of  the  20  A  and  28tb^the  discMca 
by  tbe^fiiBatioiatt  oppeMe  dKctoden  Tbe 

x2 
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xianka^ttnrated  ,«U  these  eUagglers^  u.an  iaaiaa^ 
a  yUfi  puUedvto  pMoes*  disapp^aired,  aad  wm 
dNBTer^.intQ^an  iaafinite  atniber  .of .  tunjoaoi j 
Cold  aad  /hanger  kept  tb«se  .wretdied  pieaffo  ■ 
fiiiied;  anKHkd  them ;  it  wa«  .fouad  imposaU:do^ 
lew  thcHB  iGrom>  thsm.    The  whole  .«f<  that  ta(^ 
ipm  asaioi  lopit  for  their  pasasge. 
. i .  MeaatioiQ  Vicitor»  with  six  thoneaad  men^wfB 
d«fendiftgOiem-8gii>nst  Wittgeastda..  BHt^wiA 
IJUE)  §xH  6am»  of^tlte  2ath,.wiliKit  they  mw  .am 
EDMshal  preparing  ,f(9i:i«. .htrttle*  when  thsf.bemd 
the  cannon  o£  Wit^^^i^ia  ithwieiipg  mreir  their 
h«ad0.<9yad  thftt^f  ( Tohitchak^  at  the.  same,  time 
QD  lihe  opposite  bank,  .they  rosa  aU  .at  onoe,  thef 
dtetKWpded,  pre<»pilat«d  thmaaeLTeatuBopiltiijafaaiji 
(Midi  returned  to  beaiege , the  iridg^.  <   >« 

.  Th^r  .terror  waa  iiot.  wBtboi«ti;((ii»iidMa^«^  ^ 
last  dayiof  namheoi  of; 'these  m^ertnaate  p«rawi 

itrasoojiie,  .WUtgqnatein.awlPi«M4i!w»^Jfe«* 
thousand  Russiaiui  of  i  the  anafes  ><tf  ithe^oortl^iaiid 
ettit,  atttheiced  thethe^tsiicNnthe  left,  bank,  wAick 
Vktpi;  withonJyf6,000  mein,  defep^ded.  9»(^  ii§|* 
bonk,  TohttebsA;of,  witk  hie  tiicentyr«ffvemtha^«f«qd 

iiiMStaaa  of  the  army  pf  ;.ttie  «M4h«<i^^b<Midw4 
ItoniStat^wai^iaisist  lOadindU-IiiiejVriavd  J>>^ 

bfttiirski^  mese^heee.cpttUi.kftfdJiy^v^ol^'^^ 
^u6and.fnea4D  ti^ejnra|)fc%wM9)»>if^i^^nP<>*^ 
lvitfc«:oW!^md  ;)wuig(«wffd,vwHrtMM»^»Ri*»4 
9^  t^iro  thetisaAd.'aigbl  baodi;»diin%itTy<>ff4tiiiM 
j|M4Mlred-<it(Fv^fyv  -  ,!•••-  '  fir  .••■•.jfui.-*i:r >%-■ 


(    300    ) 

ihemselveft  «t  once  of  th^two  outlets' frmi'tbe^ 
bridges,  and*of  all- who  ha^  1>een  tioable  tapuib 
forward  beyond  the  marshes  of  Zembin.  *  Mor€i 
than  sixty-thousand  men,  well  clotiied,  welt  fed/ 
and  completely  armed,  attacked  eighteen  thousanit 
iMQf-naked,  badly  armed,  dying  of  hunger^  siepa^ 
fated  by  a  river,  sun^ounded  by  morasses.  Mid 
additionally  encumbered  With  niore  Iban^  llAy 
Aousand  stragglers,  siek  orwonnded,  and '  by  an 
enormous  mass  of  baggagel  Duritig  the  last  two 
days,  the  cold  and  misery  had  been  such  thM  A^ 
old  guard  had  lost  two-thirds,  arid  the  young 
guard  one-half  of  their  efi^ctrre  men,  -  ' 

This  fact,  and  the  calamity  whicih  biMl  ffaHett 
upon  Partouneaux's  division,  suflScSently  explain 
the  fHghtfal  diminution  of  Victor's  cofps^  and' yet 
that  marshal  kept  Wittgenstein  in '  check  during 
the  whole  of  thit  day,  the  28th.  As  to  Tchicdia- 
fcof,  he  was  beat.  Marshal  Ney,  with  Ms 'eight 
thousand  French,  Swiss,  and  Poles,  were  a  msFtch 
fof  twenty-seven  thousand  Russians.   '  ..  :m 

The  admiral's  attack  was  tardy 'Mid  feeble; 
His '  cannon  cleaired  the  road,  but  he  duMt^*not 
Vtfnture  to  follow  his  btkHets,  and  penM#ate  b^ 
ttre  hole  which  they  made  in  our  ranks.  OppMitfe 
WIm  riglit,  howerer,  the  legion  of  the  Virtuli 
«iTe  way  to  the  fettCack  of  a  strong  column.  Oudi^ 
WM,  aSHei^t,  Dobbrowski,  Glapat^de,  and  Kosi^ 
kdW^i  Wer^  Iben  wdunded ;  sonie  ufteasiuMd  btM* 
gkn  t&  be  fiXt.  But  Ney  hastened  fbrWaitl-;'  he 
made  Doumerc  and  his  cavalry  dish  quite  zeroes 
i!ie  Wdodl^  tfpim  flie'flank'bflhat  Rus^&ianeolUihn; 


<  aw  ) 

thfey  bttAe  tfito«^  '*r  tbok  twa  tltduMaA  pMd^ 
ners,  cAt  tile  rest  to  piccfes,  tuid  by  tkis  Ti^ffMs 
dhar^e  decided  ttie  iktref  the  btfCkle,  whieb  was 
dragging  on  ki  uhcttrtainty.  •fctttebakafttlu^  4*- 
feated,  was  drhren  babk  ioM  Stadbe^ira. 

On  our  side»  most  ef  tbe  generics  of  tbe  MCOMd 
torps  were  wourid*d ;  for  «be  lesfr.  tioofis  Hm^ 
had>  the  more  they  w*ere  obl^ad  te  exfoee  «Mf 
persob^.  Maify  officers  on  this  occtrnkm-toA  the 
muskeW  and  theplaees  of  the-  wounddA  «md, 
Atnong  the  losses  of  the  day,  tihat  •f  yoi^ng  Ko: 
allies,  Berthier's  aide^i&KMnp,  was  .itsmarkahle* 
He  was  struck  dead  by  a  biilt:.'  He  wwooe'hf 
thMb  meritorioas  but  to^  ardettt^offioets^  wli(i^*e 
incessantly  eaififOiing  themsielres;  attd'^aMi^jcowi* 
der ed  suffieieBtly  rewarded  by  Mfliployiiig  thtOL 

During  this  combati  Napoleon,* a*,  the  iwad^of 
his  guard,  kept  in  reservea*  Brilowii^  coMrinrths 
outlet  of  the  bridges,  between  ti^  tw»  aikniis, 
but  nearer  to  that  of  Victor*'  ThatasMAsd^ai- 
thotrgh  attacked  in  a  very4aag«roU0  paaifeiai^apd 
by*  a  force  quadraple  his  wm,  tet-  very-  litide 
grattftd.  The  right  of  his  corps  ^(ToPttfU^  mmtaiatiti 
by  the  <»pture  of  Partomaauac'a^  idimioa^  »as 
protected  by  the  river,  and  supported  by  a  bat- 
tery which  the  Emperor  4iad  erected  on  the  op- 
posite  bank.  His  front  was  defeaded  by  a  ravine, 
but  his  left  was  ia.  the '4ir>^  without  support,  and 
in  a  manner  lost  in  the  elevated  plain  of  Stud* 

zianka.  '     '''  -''^  •*•''>  "^1 

Wittgenstein  s  grst  atta€ft^  wmt^t^Vtmiie'tttil 

ten  o  clock  in  the 'immiififir  i»f  ^l^'SStft^  vcskw^^^ 


(  m  ) 

]jK^^Bd^dLY4mx9A  to.  a8G9a4.,a9  %  as  .tl^e^p;^s^^» 
)li4  ths.Fremh  ngbt  wing  ji^opi^e^  iMip,:  and  ke^^t 

deployed,  a«4  €CK$€pded  tMrfogag^m^l^i  wit^v  tl)^ 
fn>i)jt  of  Victor,  iHit  wj^ut  i^^ec^ .   Qnpof 

attacking  €^luiim%  9jtteiQipit^4  tp  crpsii  the,  ra* 
(dive>;lMiAit  was:attaiQk^  ^Ild.d9•tr9ye^^  .  -  ; 
At  la0l,  %koitt  the  onddle  nrf.  t^,  4ay>  ^  Eh9* 
«t»  4imoN9ved  ^he.poiQt  w^ei:e  his  siipf^iiipfity 
l«y ;  lie  Qv^mh^lnfid  th^  FrfiiKih  left  wi^g* 
iiwry  thiog  w«uld  thcjiD iBwiijfi^beei^  IcNMi,  fapid  iti  .not 
befiR  foTiW  «fort  <tf  F^mcni^Tf  9Pd,  the  d^yol^on  pf 
Lalow*Mai»bQurg.  Th»t<  g<»ey«}  was  p9<^iQg.t^e 
hfi^esiwiith  hift'efrmbir;  be  pefeeive4  ikft  dfwx- 
ger,  retmced  Im  f tep9>  wd  th^  eaeiqy  wafi  agiftia 
etopped  by.; a.  most  »fLi)gwiaary  chargf^.  ifigl^t 
CBQie^cm  befinre  Wtttg»nitfei»'4  fflrty  thoo#wad  m^u 
had  Bi«fe*  a»y3  i«}m»e««|n$  oq  the  siXithi^u^^iwjl.af 
the  Dokfr  of  BelluiMk  Th»t  nwrshal  ir«MiA^D(^:ia 
poMttMiM  of  the  hetghto  o{  Studm»]Wi  ^  JrtiU 
pibBtryed  4he  facidgea  fipMm  tb»  att%9]^  pf  i^e 
<R«BMan  iofantry*  but  be  wa»  unable  tQ.4y>iH^al 
Hkem  from  the/artiUedry  jqI*  their  Wt,  WHig«. . : 


.  i    •   I 


•*      '  '  CRAP/IX. 

Do  RING  the  whole  of  that  day,  the  8it^9|tfj^  of 

f  t.iJieiMiith.  oeqiE^ 'Wji^  ^ awph  ^p^e  c^tW^k  as  a 

<iwMk)«miia«rMiwtbHdgei  w^4t&.pply..i^e4W  ^ 


(  aia  ) 

obMi^clcid  iby  tHe  'baggage  Add  '«fae'>fliniggkroi' 
Iv'{iropiM;ioR  air  thb  aotiM  igotrwifftaerv  tte  «ttMr 
of  these  poor  ^tetthefr iocf eafced  (krtriliioriteiir. 
Fiitft  of  all  they  W0?d*alaitoied  by^tkeniMotirtf  of 
a  M^kwfr  eagagemeiiC,  thmi  by  «Mhig  ili^^h^uiMed- 
itd^iriingiffoai'it,  ttid  but  •fall  by4hebtit«ei4to 
(tf  the  RuMlui  left  wiDg,  some  UttiietBfram^wlfMM 
begin  <k>  Ml ^motig  tibehr  eMftifled  «»«;'   *    ' 

They  bad  all  beenaireadlycvowdUtigioiie^i^iQlir 
tlife  etben  and  the  immenee  mullitiKle  •' heafieii 
upM  the  bank  p^mell  ^wvth  the  betted  >mi A  cmp^ 
riages,  there  formed  a  most  alarming  ioMtmlbwtet* 
U  was  dbqut  the  midklle'Cif  thb  day-'that  the  <tst 
Rusftilui  bullets  Ml -in  %he:  teidsfr  ofiitbia'^baM; 
they  WBte  the  mgaal  of  muMnal  dttspaiil  ' 
*•  Then  it  waa^  «B>in  dH  caaid»>frf ^ eJOremily^ ' ttar 
dispoflitionfs  exhibited  themaelteB  iHthaot  dia*' 
giiirtev  and  then  were  seenGlctfaina'nwstibaaei^MHi^ 
aotionsi  itiost  aublitne.  Adeordidg  twitheir  difti-^ 
rent  cbaraetersy'  aame  fiicms  ;  ami 'dvtsftniDel^' 
with'BiMird  u>  hand^  okared  tot  thetamd^ea^a  ld»r- 
ribie' pawage.  Others^  stfll  mafeam^  opened^ 
a  way  ror  theii^  oarriages^  by  dming  tbem  twitboot 
meroy  orer  the  crowd  of  nnfi^rtimata  |iersoiia  who 
atood  in  the  way,  *  and  •  were  craflbed^^tq^deafeL 
Their  ^detes  table  avadce  made  tbeln  Ainice  their 
oompamona  in  murforMM  4q^  tbe  pprea^atiaiir  o€ 
tbtir  baggage.  Others,  artzed  auth  a  »diagttatiag* 
teorror,  wept,  sopplieated^  and'adik  idider  theiia^ 
findnca  x>f .  that  'pasaiMli  Wttoh  *  tompfcittU  ti&  av^' 
hEHUErtaoB  of 4heir»«t(iengtlil  «fiome wdrddbsenredt* 


(  aia  )> 

who,  ]Bii«unoi»g  Hfe,  <weat  Asidb  ami  \mki^iawtt^ 
nmgoeA; > lookiif  wtcb  «.fij»ed  :eye  qq/  ^Itei^siipwt 
wlucfa  was  riiordy  to  be  their  tcmb.  .  :^.::  n. 
'  Nmnbeni  of .tkiose  who!«t8ftod  IhthI  amotogfthift 
cnronid  of  denportidoM.  niaied .  the  bndge^anft  «t^> 
trai{MtecL  to  Male  it  by  the  sidw,.biit  *thegvmttfir 
putt  were  puahod  into  the;iiitt««  «  Thorli  ivtei^; 
seen  women. in  the  andst  oC  the  'ioe^iwilih  itfecir) 
ohUdren  in  their  urns,  mibing  them.  te:th03rlfelt 
thenselves  ainking,  and  evea.whm.cQffntdet^ 
immerged»  tfaeiir  stififaned  arms  ttill.hBhl'rthiefii 
ahove'tfaem,  -  .    >         -''.::.-)..:! 

In  the  midst  <if  thb  honiUe  disorder^  ifhe-.avtil^ 
leryhndge  burst  and  bvokeidowii.  Th«  cohimitj 
entangled,  in  thid  aanww  paisage,  in  «v«in  ath' 
tempted toretoogvadoj  - Tbe^ crowds efmco^Who 
came  behind,  naawaire  of  the  calamityv  and  |iot 
hearing  <  the  «ries  ai  those  before  tbsm^  >  puehed 
them^on^aiKl  thrbw  tfatem  into. '  the  ^gulphi  Kioto 
wthiohthey  weie  praeipitatediift  theirtnrod  \  dn* 
£^ery  one  then  attempted  /to  paaa  by*  the  othev 
bridgOA.  Amimfaevof  largoamiaanitionwaggokib^ 
heavy  earfliage8>  and>  cannon  -oEowded  toi.  it  /firam 
ailpajrts.  Dioeotsd  by  theif.  drivers^  and  carried* 
aleog  rapidly,  dvirr  a*  rough  and  vmBoqual  decliivikjfr 
in  die  iaidatof.»heapa..of  men^  they 'g^onnd)id 
powden  the  poor.; wisplebea . 'who .got.hefeween. 
thenvQ  ^er  .iwifaich^vtthe  greater  .part*  dtiTia^i 
ai^iarit  letehi  ether  and  gietting(iviQlept)y.ovKa>) 
turaedl^tkiUeiliin  thdniW  UMWOiwho  SDnmrndedt 
thomt    •Whobrowsof  thtae  masetable  caBataim' 
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.gb^aflMog  tImaEii.iiKiB.tkrowadowii'aiHl  ^vudtod 
to  pieces  by  others  who  succeeded  4hem  wuntiv* 
ruptedly.  » 

Crowds  of  tlL^m  were  rotlmg  in  tiiis  way,  one 
ovef  the  other ;  nothi&g^  was  beard  hat  aiiea  «f 
raga  and  Bvikm^.  In  this^  iiri|fblM  iBedb^, 
4hcMie  wiho  M^eretrodundM  and  stifled/  straggled 
0Mler  the'faetiof  dMiff  toanpaaknis,  to  wimn  they 
fhsteaad  with  thdimaiis  aad  teeth,  skI  by  whiAi 
Aey  were  repeHed  withaal;  mercy,  is  if  they  bed 
been  enemies. 

Among  them  were  wives  and  motlieM,  ^saHiag 
in  vain  for  tltoir  basbandA  and' tHelr  children,  fiitom 
whom  they  had  been  ise^mrated  bat  a  ikufment 
previously,  nerer  more  to  be  vniliid :  they  stiaitth* 
ed  out  their  arms  and  entreated  to'bt'aUMred  ta 
)paBsin  order  to  rejoin  them;  biit ''bettag*  cahried 
bsyskwards  aad  forwards  by  Ihe  c1t0^d,'$aaAM»^ 
«ome  by  the  preteure^  ^y  feQ  aioriifer 'wiAaat 
being  even  lemaiiied.'  Ami4st  the  tManM^istts 
noise  ef  a  fiirious  hafnricane,  the^filvng  of  caamm, 
the  whistling  of  the  storm  and  of  the  baUeta,  'Ae 
explosion  ei  sheUs,  vecifeiatioae^  gto8DS^">aad 
the  most  frightlal  oetiis,  thl&  influiftedf  alid'^iis- 
otderly  crowd  heard  dot  the  eo«{dtthiia*iif^  die 
victims  vrhom  it  was  swallowing' u^;  '         -  '^ 

The  more  forttmatB  gaimid  the  b^dgeiijitfeiam- 
bKag  over  heaps  of  wonaidbil^  tif '%tidM  ^aad 
children  thrown  down  and  hd^  eiliiftfMtlrti'>feQd 
wh<Hn  tiiey  again  trod  liowift  ilr  Ift^MMid^  to 
l^ach  it«    When  at  last  they  ig^^i&'UHe^mMw 
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a  hbntp  or  the  breaking  or  dkpladttg.of  Or^plakik 
agaia  ftopt  all- 
There  was  also,  at  the  outlet  of  ^  the  bridge  od 
the  fftbm  aide,  a  morasa^  into  which  mavy  horses 
and  eaniagea  had  sunk, .  a  circumata&ce  which 
again  embarraosed  and  retarded,  the  .clearaai^« 
TkfiBi  it  waa»  that  in  tfaait  iroluain  of  ^daaperadoes, 
«iowda4  together  oa  that  wngle  {dank  of  t^fUf, 
tkiKe  aroie  an  iafermil  akrugigle^  inr  \Ybi9b  the 
veakeat  and  wocst  si^uaiied  wei^  thrown  in^jthe 
river  by  the  strongest.    The  latter,  without  turn* 
iog  their  lieads,  and  carried  away  by  the  instinct 
of  self-pre^ervatiopt  pushed  on  toward  th^  goal 
with,  fury,  heedless  of  thi^  jimprepatiops  of  cage 
imd  despair,  utbesed  .by  their  companians  or  their 
pfficeis»  wh^m  they.  bad. thus  aaci^ed, 
.   But,  on  the  ^ti^w  laod*  how  many  noble  in- 
atanoea  of  devotion  I  md  why  are  time  and  space 
deoriad  me  to  r^late  them  ?   There  were  aeen  sol* 
diera»  and  even  officers,  harnesawg  themselves  to 
aledg^Sj  to  snatch  from  that  fatal,  bank  their,  sick 
or  wounded  comrades^    Farther  off,  and  out  of 
reacii.of  the  crowd,  were  seen  soldiers  motionless, 
wafdnng  over  their  .dy«ig  olEui;^s,  who  had  en- 
trusted thMMolvea  to.  th^f.  care ;  the  latner  in 
vain  conjured  them  tp  think  of  nothing  but  their 
ovft  preservation ;  tj^jr  refused,  and*  soonec  than 
aba»dw  their  leadM^^  were  contented  to  wait  for 
alai/ttfy. or  deaths 

Abwre ,the  fint  fiB»B4g^  while. th^  y<^g  Xau- 
.riatw  had  thrown  hiinself  intQ  tla^  riverj  in  urder 
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1^6^  execiite  ^t!ie '  df derd  t>f  }d«  Mvereign  iftofe' 
jSroii^tly,  a  little  boat  carryiog  a  motber  and  ber 
two  cMdren,  was  oVerset  and  got  nndet  the  ifce  f 
ah  artilleryman,  who  was  straggling  IHce  -  the 
(Aherii  on  the  bridjg;e  to  open  a  passra^  for  him-^ 
self,  ^aw  the  accident ;  all  at  ond^,  fergeltiQ^ 
himself,  he  threw  himself  inta  the  rirer,  bbA  hf 
dint  of  effort,  succeeded  in  saving  one  of*'^ 
three  victims.    It  was  the  youngest  of  the  tWo 
children ; '  the  poor  Tfttle  thing  kept  calling  Amt 'it» 
mother  ^th  cries  of  despair,  and  the  lirav^  Bt&^ 
lerjrmafn  was  heard  telling  ft,  **  not  to  cry;  fhWf 
he  had  not  preserved  it  fitem  the  watei*  mcrtly  to 
desert  it  on  the  bank ;  that4t  sliould'^nt  fb^  no- 
thing ; '  thit  he  would  be  its  father,  an«  its  fiAiiHyr 
•^•The  night  of  the  ^sih  and^9th  ad»ia  tb '  dl 
tiiese  calamities.    Its  darkness  was^kisoffitf eiit^ 
conceal  its  victims  from'  ttie  artillef^  tif'ttife^Hi^ 
sians.     Amidst  ifte  snoV,  whfch  covertS  &t^ 
th«ig,  the  course  of  the  river,  the 'flicA-o^Tflii* 
mass  of  men,  hbrses,    carriagels,  and  thle'^iMli^ 
proceeding  from  them,  were  sufficient  'to  isniiiiK 
the' enemy's  artiflerymen  to  Arect  fliiiif  fit*;       »•' 
'About   nine   o^clbck   at  tiig^hftor^'^^tWuf' S 
rtiil  farther  increase  of  desolati**,*  ^  ^Mfe^  ^is 
ioii  heganhis  retreat,  and  Ms  di^j^Uti'eknft^slinS 
opened  themselves  a  '■  hbrritil6'  'bredcAfi  tKA^ti^ 
these   unhappy  wretches,  whom  they  had  till 
then  been  proteetktg.    A-- rear  .guard,  hoveever, 
having  been  left  at  Studzianka,  the  multitude, 
benumbed  with  cold,  or  too  anxious  to  preserve 
their  baggage,  refused  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
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last  nig^t  foe  passipg  to  the  oppofite  eiA^^  .  Ift 
vain  were  the  carriages  set  fire  to»  iu  order  to  tear 
them  from.  them.  Jt  ^as.  only  the  appearance 
of  daylight,  which  brought  them  all  at  ctoce,  but 
too  lftte«  to  the  entrance  of  the  bridge^  iwhich  they 
agaa  besieged.  It  was  half-past  eight  in  the 
Huinang,  when  Ebl^,  seeing^  the.  Russians  apt 
pmac^ng,  at  last  set  fire  to  iL  ^     '    :  . 

The  disaster  had  reached  its.titmoat  boun4fl-» 
A 'multitude  oi  carriages,- three  cannon, ,  several 
tkouaaad  men  and  women^.  and  sopie  children^; 
wwe  abandoned  oa  the  hostile  Jtumb.  They  were 
seen  wandesiag .in  desolate  trjoops  on  the  borders 
of  the  river,  ^ome  threw,  themselves  into  it  ia 
order  to  swim  acro^;  otheirs  ventured  themselves 
OD  the  pieces  of  ioe  which  it  floated  along:  some 
there  were  also  who  tbiew  themselves  headlong 
intaithe  flames  of  the  burning  bridge,  whic^  sunk 
imder  them.;  burot  and  frozefn  at  one  and  th^ 
samertKoor  tbeypisrished  under  two  opposite  jf»t 
nisbmenia.'  Shortly  after,  the  bodies  of  all  sort^ 
were  perceiiredcollecti];^*together  and  driving  with 
the  ice  against  the  tressels  of  the  bridge.  The 
wst  awaited  :the,  Russians.  Wittgenstein  did  not 
shew  himself  upon  the  heights  until  an  bou£  afbv 
Ebl£s  departure,  and,  •  without  having  gained,  a 
idctorys  he  reaped  all  the  firuits  of  one.  - 


» >  '•    ^        •     ■  t,0 


ttssissssstBaia  '      ,\ 

f      *  '  1 


« I 


(    31»    ) 

WvALt  this  ootaBtrophe  wms  *  accDoiplahitigr 
the  mmnfaHi  06  the  grand  -awiy  cm  Itfaf*  ether  fasidi 
Cmned  notfaiiig  kntraehepekefrmeflifi  wbuthm^ 
ravdled  itBelf  conAiaedly^  taking  ike  nui'io 
Zembifii  The  eehole  of  flris-eoMetf  J  iaKe/ highland 
wooAj  pleie  i>f  gnet  eMte«t»  iwheee  itte  wttm^ 
flewing  jg  uncefteorty  b^itwgem  dittdxmA  iwimii 
tioM  ef Jihe  gEoaed,  ^tfnsaomivmtmmumL  Stee 
cMseoatOT  bcidgM,  ot  ibree  luwdf edi  iUAMtm  m 
iMigth;  are  ihrawoDt. over  kj;  along. Aeee  ^e  «raf 
panmif  ivith  a  aoui^kiA  feeliagiof:  aeteouhnoil^ 
fiaaar^'and  delighiL  .  •  ;  i.M.^    i  'li 

'  These  megnifieeet  htidgas,  aadei  eC  aossieM 
fir»  Iwoganiait  Jthe  distance  of  eJt^riedfstoJjEliaitk 
passigei  Toha^ liteiwil  ocaqfiedltiieis JwMY^ 
deySi  An leiotii^  and  hedpsiofiflbairiae  otiMoim' 
tiMe  Jirood,  almadyiidry,  weitt  laid  at/tbairjai^ 
txAWMfiMMiS  taveaMediiaoLiof  lifaa  nsedbeihatl!*^ 
mike  of  ^tfaeeu    It  woald>ftet7hatecsaqQi9Bd  jmee 

ftan  the  tte  finou  tee  .of  'the  GotasaGiJsj^^'^ 
set  these  loeidges  en  fire«  In  that  loseae  attrosr 
eflbrts  atid  the  passage  ol^  the /  JSuae^fan  wfiU 
hare  been  Mlwebf^ttMlsBSL  Caughit  befawseenfiti 
morass  and  the  riret,  in  a  nflfroAir  ispaoe^  with<ittt 
provisions,  withqiit  sbslter,  in  the'iMidBf(p£ia<tie* 
mendous  hurricane,  the  grand  <|Lnny{ttefditsfiib|)s«^' 
ror  would  have  been  eotn|>eHefl  tof  sori^edwipiAi-' 
oat  a  Wow.  ^        '        *   •  t-j  ffirv  ^i^^ift" 
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In  this  desperate  situation,  in  which  ail  France 
teemed  destined  to  be  taken  prisoner  in  Russia, 
where  every  thing  was  afainsti  ns  and  in  favour  of 
the  Russians,  the  latter  did  nothing  but  by  halves. 
Ktttusof  did •  not  reach  the* Ihiieper,  al  Koj^, 
until  the  very  day  that  Napoleon  appiuaohed  iM 
Bonaina*  WittgeBStein  allowed  himself  tebe 
kept  in  chMk  dmifog  tfat  iiitte  that  the  fbkimar 
rbquiifed  for  his  passa^eL  TohiliriiJEdtof  was  <de^ 
fesited ;  aAd  of  eighty  tiioosaad  inen^  If  apoleoft 
MMtoded  in  8a;^ng  sixty  thousand. 

He  remaiiied  till  tibe  last  moment  on  these  me* 
lanoholy  hanks,  meatf  ^le  aruius  of  Bnlowa,'unshel*- 
tered,  add  lA  ike  helKl  ot  Im  gund,  one  third'of 
^tfhioh  were»destroyed  by  &e  atoim*  Buriag  tiie 
day  it  stood  to  arms,  and  Was  drawn  up  in  order 
of  ImA^  M  mght(it  bifouaciked  in  a  squaretodbd 
its)  Itadcdr;  there  the  rid  grenftdiors  iacessaiilJy 
kept  fisedihg  thefr  fices.  Tkey  sat  upon  their 
kaopsaoks,  with  their  elbows  planted  On  their 
knees^  snd  their  bands  supporting  their  head; 
alanihMiag  in  Hbb  manner  devUed  ttpon  thens- 
seives,  iir  order  that  one  limb  ibight  n^arm  the 
otfier^  and  that  they  should  feel  leea  the  emptiMsii 
of  their  stMnachs^ 

'Dtmng'Uiese  threfs  days  and  three  mgbts,  speart 
ift'lthe  midst  of  them,  Napeleom  wit&  his  look«> 
and .  fhia  thoughts  wmdering  en  three '  sides  at 
once,  supported  the  second  covpaby  his  iurdcvs 
MdrMb  prbsenee*  pfotoeted  the  ninth  corps  and 
ibb'  pastt«>e'  with  bis  artitteiyf  and  united  hie 
efforts  with '  those  of  Ebl^  to  save  as  many  fragr 
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directed  the  ceipiun*  to.Zemfaiiv  w)i«i3pt  Pwmh 
Eugene  had  preceded  bim.     .  >  .  ...ri- 

It  WB3  renAiked  thfit  be  atiU.gM9e^rd|9r<llo>^ 
marshala^  who  bad  no.  aoldjero.  tpfC<Km|ij»4  .#. 
t^e  up  positioos  pa  tbctt  T9i^,  a^if  tl^y  jlM4^tyi( 
acnues  at  their  beck.    One  oi  Ui«iii.in2|^,tl|(t  lojbt* 
aeryaMion  to  him  with  som^  .^^yee.^jf  st|#«ri^, 
and  was  beeinninff  an  eDunifiratioii  of  bin  loaBOt! 
Iwt  N^i|plf«»ii,  dS^teimimd  to  re}«ect.:a9  «i|P|l!ii. 
lest  they  sh(^    46feq«r«t«|  .i|tf;o.ACon{yj|piii^f^). 
vrarqUy  iptet nifkt#d  \m  with  t)iM«  vi;oij|^  h.\Sw)|y, 
tl^en  dp.  you  wish  to  deprive,  lowspC  fv^  j^^KuMyHb; 
lity?"  find  fifi  the  other  WM  penistiim^  h(B,^t^. 
mouth  at  mo^t  I}y  repeftting,  i^  a  lepiofl^ilviijmwi^, 
iMsr,  "  I  ask  you,  sir,  why  dp.yow,  yn^.l^  ^l4^^j 
me  of  my  tmi»quUlity  ?"  Ai)  ex|DrQfVH(^  wfa(^.4i^.^ 
his, adversity,  explained. tbe.at^i^d^  ^|tif^he^,l 
po^ed  upoa  hifliself,  and  tl«t  iy]^  ^ft  j^puk^ , 

Ol others.  •!...,»      tr:4*ijitv  ijli.-" 

Arov^dhim,  during  these  morjI^lj^^ll^ifnwgiVi!'. 
vpuac  was  marked  by  a  heap  <^d4i^  bq^^i^^ifW  i 
were  opllected  me9  of  allclassei^  fi^^j^f^j^j^^ 
ages;  «»i""*^-°  fyi»«^>oi«.  oH»>;.^;a».^^^^^^A^^|pp, 

them  was  remarked  an  eldejriy.iiQbl^m^  }^,^i^,.- 
times  l<«g  passed,  when  light  and  iMriliiant:  g^)fii|||i,. 
h^  sQvereigp  sway,  '''^r  gffmr*)'  fiffff^ff  ffJUT 
was.  seen  sittmg  on  the  snow-KwveiQ^  jUj^fB^iii^ 
tree,  oocttpying  himself  with  umn^f4  W^^.W^  i 
morning  with  the  details  of  his.lg^^i^^  IN^ 
n^dst  of  the  hunicane,  be  had  M^^^^i^f^iiiml^ 
dressed,  and  powdered  with  th^,^ii9i|lMi>0^ 
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ftiAttsihg'hhnfls^f  in  this*  maimer,  with  all  the  bak- 
mities,  and  with  the  fury  of  the  combined  ele- 
ments which  assailed  hhn^ 

Near  him  were  officers  of  the  scientific  corps 
still  finding  subjects  of  discussion.     Imbued  witli 
the  spirit  of  an  age,  which  a  few  discoveries  have 
encouraged  to  find  explanations  for  every  thing, 
the  latter,  amidst  the  acute  sufferings  which  were 
inflicted  upon  them  by  the  north  wind,  were  en- 
deavouring to  ascertain  the  cause  of  its  constant 
direction.    According  to  them,  since  his  depar- 
ture for  the  antarctic  pole,  the  sun,  by  warming 
the  southern  hemisphere,  converted  all  its  emana* 
tions  into  vapour^  elevated  them,  and  left  on  the 
surface  of  that  zone  a  vacuum,  into  which  the  va- 
pours of  our  hemisphere,  which  wei'e  lowter,  oh 
account  of  being  less  rarefied,  ruined  with  vio- 
lence.   From  one  to  another,  and  from  a  similar 
cause,  the  Russian  pole,  completely  surcharged 
with  vapours  which  it  had  emanated,  received, 
and  cooled  since  the  last  spring,  greedily  followed 
that  direction.*    It  discharged  itself  from  it  by 
an  impetuous  and  icy  current,  which  swept  the 
Ruteian  territory  quite  bare,  and  stiffened  or  de- 
stroyed everything  which  it  encountered  in  its 
passage. 

^Several  others  of  these  officers  remarked  with 
ctkrious  attention  the  regular  hexagonal  crys- 
tallization of  each  of  the  flakes  of  snow  which 
covered  thieir  garments. 

The  phenomenon  of  parhelias,  or  simultaueoiis 
appearances  of  several  images  of  the  sun,  teflected 
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atetospiism,  srasalao  Am  Mbieot<tf.tbMr  obaccta^ 
tioDs,  and  oieetiraed  seneMd  tituBs  to  4trart:<tiiaR 

iitm  tfattr>BuffBrtiig8i  .• 

• »    »      •     I     •  .     '  ■   . 
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Qn  tbe 29!di ^the  ^^iviyedror  quitjbed  the bw^u^iif 
the  B^rei^ioa^  pufifafiQg^  oq^  befon^  \^  the  :<»>794* 
of  4\sb^ded .  8oldi9r9».  and  Qiwc^iog  f  with  ibe^ 
nint^  corpsjr  wUt^h*  was.,  sdl^^wiyi  4jMK)igaiii9Bdi. 
The  day  before^  the  second  and  the  ninth  ^Offii 
and.  DomiN?owaki%  5liv^ft^  grwpPH^  a  (bo^/of 
fourteen  thoMsand  ^aaus  and  9nw»<  .^th  (ha i^p^^ 
tiop  qf  about  six  tfao^8and>  M^ie  ri^t  Jtmd.a^  jli^i^ 
aijy  form  of  diyislqiH  barigg^Si  pr  r^g^PWal-  =     ,  ■ 

Nigfcl^,  l»ung!?r^  C9W>  .U»fiifi^i  oft  »  fliimb^.tO^ 
officers,  tlj^,lo8s,9f,tl»p  baggag!^  JV^  M?»r»M»5.«!i4* 
of  the  rivfjr,  the^evjample  i(^.  so  ^ 
and  the  much  in€^re.forbiddj,§ig  o^e  q^t^fniil^ouucle^* 
wbfr  hs^.  been,  abfmdoned  on  ,t>f]4^  s^4«f(.of  the 
river^  nid  we^ie^  rol}M)gJndefla^€|^;Lhe»f?i^ 
.<!overcid  with  ^^r  .bl9o4r^^^^f^\^b^,  it^sbgfik 
bad  conjtributed  to  difM^ujrage.tbe2^;.tbf^MV 
<KM»fqunded  i? .  ^  wa^s^  <rf  4j«l)a|l4f4  ^^^wl^ 
Jiadjcowe  fkon  Wpseo.w-..  ;,     .  ,, ,, .  .|o;;. ..<.,]  >lu.it 
,    The  whole  stiU  fi>rme4  sixty  tjbtffiw^f^ 
without  the  least  unity  !4|lHlHu^^li^-4^^ 
cavalry,  ia^tryrjajctillaiar^  ^WWr^wS-f^raBtpw; 
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esdcriy  etomd,  mtk  ano  oikw  H^kmcthmk^  tfattti* 

On  this  narrow  and  hilly  caaBeway»  many  were 
crushed  to  death  in  crowding  together  through 
the  defiles,  after  whi^  thete  was  a  general  dis- 
persion to  every  point  where  either  shelter  or 
provisions  were  likely  to  be  found*  In  this  man- 
ner did  Napoleon  reach  Kamen,  where  he  slept, 
along'  with  the  prisoners  macie  on  -  the  preceding 
day^  who'were  pntinto  a  fold^  Hke  sheep.  '  These 
poor  wretched,  after  devouring  even*  the  dead 
bodies^tfaeir  jfellows,  dmtfst  all  perished  df  cold; 
iUd'hutlgfer.      ' 

'  On  the  SOih  he  teal^hed  Pleszelsenitzy.  Tbi^ 
thto  tte  Duke  of  Re^gio,  afteir  beirig  wounded/ 
bad  retired  the  day' before,  wth  about  forty  offi- 
cers and  soldiers.  He  fhacied  himself  in  safely, 
Whei^  all  at  once  the^Russian  parCtzan,  Landskoy, 
with  one  hundred  aud  fifty  hussars,  four  hundred' 
Oossteks;  and  two  cannon,  pe^netrated  into  th&* 
village,  and  filled  all  the  stre^  of  it. 

'OudiD6lf8  foeble  escort  had  dispersed.  The 
miushal  salw  himself  reduced  to  defend 'himsetf 
Witt  only  seventeen  otherri,  in  -a  wooden  hoUiSie^' 
hAt  he  did  so  with  such  audacity  and  success,  that 
the^nemy  Was  astonished,  qu$t^  the  village,  and" 
took  position  on  a  height,  from  ^hieh  he  attacked' 
it' With  hfe  cffimon.  .'Fhe  releritfess  destitty  6f  this 
biwttt  ^leider  so'  ordered  it,  tfaaf  ^nthis  skihnish 
hdHMs  ag;ain  Virbimded  fay  a'spfinter  of  itood.^  "'^* 

-Vwo  ITeMphiUMil  bAttfiOk^ns,  w^ith  pta^^dedf 

y2 
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the  Empevor^  al  ]a8t  made  their  appearance  «id 
disengaged  him,  but  not  till  laie,  and  not  until  theae 
Gver mans  and  the  marshal's  eacort  (who  at  first 
did  not  recognize  each  other  as  friends)  had  taken 
a  long  and  anxious  survey  of  each  other- 

On  d&e  3d  of  December,  Napolecm  arrived  itf 
the  *mormng  at  Malodeczno,  which  was  the  last 
point  where- Tchitchakof  was  likely  to  lutve  got 
the  start  of  him.  Some  provisions  were  fi>«id 
there,  the  fi>rage  was  abundant,  the  day  beautifid, 
the  sun  shiinng,  and.  Uie  cold  bearable.  There 
also -the  couriers,  who  had  been  so  long  in  arrear, 
arrii;>ed  all  at  once.  The  Poles  were  immediately 
directed  forward  to  Warsaw  through.  Olita,  and 
the  dismounted  cavalry  by  Merecz  to  the  Niemen; 
the  rest  of  the  army  was  to  follow  the  hig^  road, 
which  they  had  again  regained. 

Up  to  that  time.  Napoleon  seemed  to  have  en* 
tertained  no  idea  of  quitting  his  army.  But  id>out 
the  middle  of  tbait  day,  be  suddoanly  isiforlaed 
Daru  and  Duroo  of  his  determination  to  set  off 
inmiediately.for  Paris. 

Daru  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  it.  He  ob- 
jected, **  that  the  communication  wth  France  was 
again  opened,  and  the  most  dangerous  crisis 
passed ;  that  at  every  retrograde  step  he  winiU 
Inow  be  meeting  the  reinforcements  sent  Jdm  from 
Paris  and  from  Gerlnany."  The  Ebipennni'pefiy 
was,  ''that  he  no  longer  Telt  hiduseif  isilfficieittly 
strong  to  leave  Prussia*  betweea'ifaiolfaod^iFnd^. 
Whatneeesslty  wasthere  for^hissotnamiog'itt  the 
head  of  :a'  routed  amy?     Mnnt^  and-  £ttgbie 
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wonld  be  suflBcieiit  to  direct  it^  woA*  Ney  1 1 
its  retreat. 

*'  That  his  return  to  France  whb  becom  i 
pensable,  in  order  to  secure  her  tranquill 
to  summon  her  to  arms ;  to  take  measun  i 
for  kee|ring  the  Germans  steady  in  their  : 
to  him ;  and  finally,  to  return  with  new  ai  i 
cient  forces*  to  the  assistance  q£  his  grand'  i 

^*  But^  in  order  to  attain  that  objcict,  it 'i 
cessary  that  he  should  trarel  akme  over  foi 
dred  leagues  of  allied  territory;  and  to 
without  danger,  that  his  resolution  should  ti 
unforeseen,  his  passage  unknown,  and  the  i 
I  of  his  disastrous  retreat  still  uncertain ; 
j  should  precede  the  news  of  it,  and  anticifi 
dfibet  which  it  might  produce  there,  and 
defections  to  which  it  might  give  rise.  *  1 
therefore,  no  tifme  to  lose,  and  the  momen 
departute  was  now  arrived." 

He  only  hesitated  in  tfae^  dioiceof  the 
whom  he  should  leave  in  command  of  the 
he  wavered  between  Murat  atid  Eugte 
Mked  the  prudence  and  de^otedness  of  the 
but  Murat  had  greater  oeleknrityi,  which 
give  him  more  weight.  Eugene  would 
with  that  monardi;  his  youth  and  his 
rank  would  be  a  security  for  his  obedient 
his  character,  for  his  zeal.  He  woaid  set 
ample  of  it  to  lAie  other  marshals. 

Binally*,  Berthier,  the  channel,  to  whic 
htsdjbeea  saloDg  accustoaaed,  of  all  the  h 
ordarjl  and  rewatds,  woeld  remainf  with 
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ibrm  or  %he  organhsiAioii ;  andtbid  arraBgmntiBt, 
whidh  would  be^  «  proof  ^'Ae  eorttkitf  of  tiis 
speedy  return,  would  serro  %t  tMco  to  Jieep  4iib 
most  impatieot  of  bis  own  officers  in  their  duty, 
sknd  tbe  most  ardent  of  hia  en^nies  in  a  salutary 
dread. 

•Such  were  the  motives  assigned  by  Napoleon. 
CTauIaincourt  inimetliAtely  received  orders  to  make 
secret  preparations  for  their  departure.  The 
i^dezvDus  was  fixed  at-^imorgoni,  ^ibd  'the  iftne, 
fte  night  of  tbe  6th  ami  8th.  : 

<' 'Although  Dttnrwto-net  to  aco^pany  Napo- 
)6on;  Mh6  fe^fthim^  tb«  heavy  cha»|^  of  the  adno- 
itkitrtttk>n  of  the  avmy,  he^lfettefied  in^iiltiioe,  hm- 
ia^  liothing  to  ur^e  in  repl^to'  mtttiiteii  of'sadi 
weight ;  but  ft  was  'quiite  otta^vwiseiwith  SercUer. 
This  enMeebted  otd'man,  who  fasid  tor  sisfteett  y^ais 
tiever  quitted  tbe  side  oifiNapbleonrVenaitadvit 
<he  idea'  of  thisseparatbni  *  .  •  ;  »  vi..  ,■ ..  ij ». 
•  Tte  pti>ate  ^ceiie  WlAoh  tohk  fisi^  wdalHOSt 
t^ioleiit.  The  EnlpW-ov  watf  iadigiiaiit «»  hiirre- 
sistaMer.  In  his  rag«  helfepvoabfaod'^itt'WidiiA 
^' fkvohre  with  wftii«h^'4i»  hadiloadad'  Moq  the 
drmy,'hotokl  him;  Bto6d  Itfiaeed^of^thatirtp^teiiaii 
^kh he' had  made  for  faim,  aiMliJWhtclii>^watiiMfy 
a'  tiHleotioh  of  his  ow)i}  ftut  J(kyroatwtiia/iuhtler 
«hort,  he  allbwed  itikn' i^T'^^isA^^^^  aa 

dfecid^;  ^ndif<^  th^ipeiisiatedr>«ihi»idMl}att^ 
6tic^,  h^  migbt'  d«p&yt  for  hiBi'44tM^u«rlkMMii^ 
should  order  hihii  toiy«tMfn,  4bi))i4diligitli«69tr 
again  to  enter  Paria  or'hiik3prebtilicb(i^tit«irt  iday. 


(  w   ) 

'mp»Ht^  l^ytth,  iQsigned  hiikpA^  qorrowfiiUy  to 
Uhi  sovereigft's.pleasaie. 


'  ••  1     <  I 
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. AuT  ati  the  v«ry .mooient  tbati  NapdepQ^  di^pu- 
oii.lu9  departurp*  UiewinUv beoaiBW  tfor- 
xHth,  w  if  Iha  RmiBiM:  a;MQPiplieiie,f6eeiiigi  iiim 
abftnt  tc^e0ct|Mi  itrpm.il^  Imdm^uM^d  i^  s«ych 
vity  in '  M<l*r  to*  ovww Mm;  im  Mid  dfisuoy  w- 
On^tlM4^'OfiDaeeaBftNr>cwl)Mk.wQ'rn0b«d  Bie-' 
nlMtf  tfie.th^riaaoMter  iMa.at  86  degrees. 

I .  The  fim^QMr  h«td  left^  Gouat  Lobau  aad  wrortl: 
kttDdised  men^of  bJA  ol4  guard  4t  Afalodi^spo^  «t« 
which  place  the  coad  U^  Ziraihia  rejouM  Uie  Ji%h- 
]Mil/miaJdjMk..to:l?VlUi^  Jjt,  wa»  oeceBwrf  to 
guard  tbda  paint  until  the  arrival  of  Victor,  who^ 
in  kta.imHr'wmld.defiMidit  unjlal  that  of  Ney. 

.tF^riil  «a»  «tfU  to  thia,  mmrtndi^  and  toitlie  ao*: 
oondocNrpacDnMUMMled  hy  Maia<w>  that  .the  pear- 
guard. waa  eiltniated.  OB'jUiel)nigbt  ,of  llie*2Aih 
iait2tov0iahMi)wJbLe|i.i9fapoleo0  quitted  the  hankr 
of  »tte^fiennaQ4»  ;Ntey>.aad  tbie  «eMad  and  thitd 
eMpar.tnunr.jnediced  tOithrefi  tboaaaDd  aGdidiera» 
pamdi  Ahp»iiNg.bQdgea>leMJUa£r.te^^  leavr 

img  aliilih«rfbiUmaee(MiiMKw#^^  .iwoe.  haadced 
mea  to  defend  and  hum  them* 
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not  only  witb'tnwketrf ;  bat  ^itte the  iM^liMSi^t 
iMit'he  #aii^ra{>4ts«it.  *  Mkmmi  mt  thiti  saffie^tbne 
CBtfMed  these  lotig  brid9e6>t&*beilwNM^witfeth6 
tiaviM,  €f  which  Tchaplita,  0Ofiie  days*  befoife;  had 
neglected  t^  make  t»t.  When  eTerj  ikn^p  ww 
ready,  the  enemy  completely  aickened  of  fightag, 
and  fifight  and  the  bivouacs  well  advanced^  he 
pMly  repassed  Aie  d^l^*  said  set  fire  to  th< 
Itt  a  lew  raiautte  these  long  oiueesmyii  wsra 
btrru^aoiashea,  and^fell  into  the*  noniMs;^  wfateh 
tiia  '^st  had  not  ye  t warned  passable. 
^  rXhteie  quagmires  iiepped  the  awmy  mmA  ^iod^ 
peAid  kirn  to  m^tst^B^dBtout.^  IhMiigit^ 
lugday,  tfaeFefofe,  the  maneh aftdfey  andddCllil^ 
son  was  unmoksted.  fiat  oa  tbedayaft^i'die 
ist  of  Deeamben  ^' they  came ttiaigfati[i#>Biia^ 
aaailcyi  lo  and  bebold  Ibaiwhole  ^tfibe'Jtasstaa 
e*ir«tpy  rivalling  foTwatd  iaipetnausfy^ai&id  piuflhkig 
Doiimard  and  bitf  dmrasscerscm  theifingbli^^'iB 
att  instant  they  were  attaeked  i  aaft/  o veia^hu luied 
on*^  ail  sides.  :  ♦?  *  I   i./^  ,-....    a.?: 

At  .the4Bame  time,  iMaMonisaiwithai4ht^^iiHaga 
through  whteh  he' had' to  retreat^;  w«a  emtmify 
filled  with  airagglers/  He  6eat^tei:wani'thtei>4D 
flea^  directly ;  but  these  idoformaate  and  fitiudted 
wiBtehes,  not  seeing  the  enemy,  nefoasditcrieaae 
their '  meals  whseh  dieyfaad  joat  ^begaaii;  Mriaon 
M^as  driteu  back  upon  them,  into '  the \icflhg8i 
TheU'  00^,  at  the'f^^  of  thaieafeniy^.  and  ihe 
noise  «€>tbe  8keU8,>tke  wiKileof  lihem«6taitada^ 
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ftkoDCe,  Tudicdvcnt,  and  <^nmsAp<l  and ^cniMkn 
faerad  everjr  part  i>f  the  pnooipalifftiM     ;•  .. 

' Jf aimm  and  hbitrapp/fouilid  th^^msaWj^&^ltUtM 
oiiee  iu  a  mmokT  iDst;m  the  ludnt  of  IhUttQiiiittd 
oiii9?<lt  ^vfaidi  prened  upan^itib^n,  alaogt;  4l^«d 
dMm^.and  depiived^tliem  oCtke^uMiofilfeir  atowi 
Diis/geiifcal  had  110  other  maiedy-  ihan  le  d^kie 
hu  JDWQ  to  lemaiii  oloseitogelber  amd>iinmtyy«ehkw 
atoifiyraii  titt  the^chnrd  haddiofttrsedi  vtllie^jdMh 
tay'n  oawahy  then!  came  up  "with  this  mass^r  and 
gob  nBtttDgi»i  with iit»  but  it  i  cwAi  .only  .-peaotnitd 
slowly  and  by.cutti&gi^kKwii..  The^coDwdifaiuvilig 
a*.  HuH  di8p^3Md»  -  djacoveted  to^  (lie  RoasianB, 
Maidoft  mid  his!  aoldiem  waiting  for  tbeou  wtfh^n 
dtlAwiued  ooubteaaiMe.  Biit  m  ks>  ffightj  >  the 
oM wd^ had dferawti  aloi^  with. it Na  postio&  of  our 
ae»ifaataMts«  'Miaison/tt.aniof)ienphun,aald;wiA 
Btfea  or  eight  hundred  mtn  agpaintt^  rtbouwids  ef 
eneauea ,  kat  -411  hoperofi  aafialy ;  ^  he  ;Waa.  already 
a<ekiag  only,  to  sgamr  a  wood  to  sell :  their  iima 
more  deariy>.  when  (heisawceiiBBg.ouk  of  at-eigihr* 
teen  hundred  Poles,  a  troop  quite  fieittirWhioh 
Ney  hadi«:iet  with. and  hrhtas^  ito  hie  aaabtattce. 
Thisiteii^bicement  atopped  the  eajGiay,  dud  se^ 
euved the setreataa far  as  Matodeezno*  /-  i' ; 
Om  the  4th  of  December,  about.fonr  a''e]ac]D  in 
Ibe  eirtening,  Keyand  Maison  fot  wdthm  e^bt 
o£4hat viUagev which Mapoleta had  quittedin  ^Ut 
morning.  Tchaplits*  followed  them  olose^i)  Ney 
had  now  only  mx  hundred  wku  remaining  witbhinl 
The  uraakaeae  of  this  Mwr-gaard,  the  appreaohi<ef 
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the  vdimr  ig^llianRHfnwi  gmenl ;:  Ji#}iwkia  wbbi) 

they^iw*dd/di»  (£  ^d  oiiki^^Ugbfimd«  if  thqr 
altiflrod  <tMMlKlT«B<to  IWidmMi  bsf ond  llMjta» 
tiMMBt;  pfftftnip4-p^f^¥fr"Mgb^4#ftwJP^^  it-    . 

-  lllieyqhnited  fttttorentmtioev.aBd  as  iMm  nik 
tejiliQneB^wMR^^lyii^  up  idk  id0i4if 

semng^  tfaeir  4aanoi^  but  detenniiied  that  i^ 
d^itadtttf  ferlfa^Jast  toe,  mtgiirfiMiythe^qitaiy; 
dftitiiMiMowiBt  ih6y>fonMd  ^seiy  pi^oe^e^  poi- 
wmed  into  a  l^nftUty,  and  made  a  ftqpa^^dpos  faa 
Tobtplit2^  attedkaag.colwaA^aaieettr^  breto 
bjr  it»  and  halted. ;  Bet  thatigenemi^favBiUngiwr 
atlf  of'  hipi  Jiqienw  fon^es^idimiibed  a  paH  voCdioa 
teaaotlMri/eiMmioe^'ftiid  (lis  &rit.r4reopa kad; (^ 
BtadyiMMwd  the  iimleeufes^ef  ^MaladeenEMi^'arlifP 
idl  at  settoei  theg^ithefe  laieoavrlerad  a  ftjtA  ^mmf 

T  Ubi  good  leak  woidd  have  ft^/Vietory-iadthiehMt 
£nic:  thooaaad  meai  the<iw«auia  of  the^nioth^)^ 
atftl  eGferu(»edtthia  viUi^j  Tiie  £u^<m;lMth4id» 
wasiextnine ;  )the£]2itriiawea  wese  eeTe»LtiMt 
triiioi  «ad  f^aketti*l]QP\0acb.pa9ty.  ^^'iba.caabit 
aa^bakh  sidea'  5iiraa;ni«Kb  leaa  rfofij  gtaitr.  ^thaa  $9 
keep  or  acquire  a  refag^i^gaieat  iAm.4^0lVV^ 
etUL    It  wasiDD*  iiatil  Jmtf-pwt:  eleqreii  aH  i#t 

thatftbe  Ruaaiaw  wii^^Q^Jifi^^^imikV^^ 
hidf ftottU]!  tp goatid^adc  foii(aaotimMp<UH9)aM* 
mizidiiig' vfllagee* .  .  •  -  ; . .; -n.  •  .-M.^i  ••  r.Ui^iH  i" 
The.&UomiigMdaitt^  JQteeefiib0rMl&1frf;<<BiiyAli^ 
liataoD  had  axpeoiad  .that  thfi<l|iil8h;e|iiB$Mw9 
would  replace  them  with  the  rea^Tgu^rd;  btit 
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my  found 'ihat4hatiimAbal'md^i«fi^  'a«Mtpaitig 
t6  his  iMtnictioiis,  and  Ifiat  they  #fei«  left  Vloiife 
in  Makxteczho  with  isiitty  nien.  AN  the  reM  h*d 
(tea ;  the  Tig^M  of « Ihe  <iliiilate  iuad  ^UtmplMify 
knocked  op  their  soldier^,  wfattta'the^ftadsiaKis  to 
die  Very  last  moment  were  uteilble  to  comitter; 
liieir  arms  Ml  from  their  hands;  and  fitef  them- 
selves feu  at  a  few  pace»^  didtani(>e'ftom  tbeilr 
arms.  « 

Maison,  who  nnited  great  vigonr  of  tnind  with 
a  very  strong  constitution,  was  not  intimidated ; 
he  continued  hm  retreat  to  Bienitza,  rallying  at 
every  step  men  Who  weife  iikiessantly  escaping 
from  him,  but  still  continuing  to  give  proofe  of  the 
erastence  of  a  reat^guard,  with  a  few  foot^^iioldiers. 
Iliib  was  ali  fhat  was  required ;  for  the  Ruii^ltians' 
themselves  were  frozen,  arid  obliged  to  disperse 
before  night  into  the  neighbouring  habitatioiis, 
Which  they  durst  not  quit  until  it  was  completely 
dayHght.  They  then  recommenced  their  pursuit 
of  US,  but  without  making  any  attack ;  for  with 
!li6  exception  of  some  numb  efforts,  the  violence 
of  the  temperature  was  such  as  not  to  allow  either 
party  to  halt  with  the  view  of  making  an  attadc, 
of  of  defending  themselves. 

In  the  mean  time,  Ney,  being  surprised  at  Vic- 
tor s  departure,  went  after  him,  overtook  him,  and 
fried  to  prevail  upon  him  to  halt ;  but  the  Duke 
of  Belluno,  having  orders  to  retreat,  refused.  Ney 
-then  wanted  him  to  give  him  up  his  soldiers,  of- 
fering to  take  the  command  of  them ;  but  Victor 
would'  neither  consent  to  do  tiisft,  nor  to  take  the 
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BMP-^aiiil  ^lAMNit  ««pim9  ar4f4>li«  In  the  aiAerr 
efttion  wbtdi  arcMie  ID  coDfequ^ce  ibetweea  ibm 
Woi  tbo  PriQce.<)f  the  Moskwa  giiTe  way  to  luspaa- 
sioa  ma OKNit  vjolent  maoBer,  without  producie^ 
any  effect  on  the  coolness  of  VictcMr*  At  lastaa 
order  of  the  Bmperor  arriFed ;  Yktor  was  m- 
strocted  to  sui^mrt  the  retreat,  and  Ney  wad; 
aaiMMned  to  fimorgoni. 


CHAP.  XUh 

9 

■  *  • 

.  I^^BOLEON  had  juat  arrived  tbf^  apids^^ 
QKOwd  of  dyic^  meUj  devoured,  with  ebagjr%  h^\ 
not  aUowiog  the  least  epaotioD  tp  ^j^ibi^  itsplj^  Mf 
hia. countenance^  at  the  sigbt.  of  theae  unbappj 
meii'a  sufferings,  wbo«  on  th|e  other  hands  b^di^ij^ 
Ip^ed  no  mnrmurs  to  e^cai^e  tjbj^m  in  hjb  jiijop«9f^ 
It  is  true  that  a  seditious  rnQvement  ;^s^|imR<Kr 
aiUe;  it  would  h<ivie  required  w  ad/diUfjj^' ef- 
fort, aa.  ^  str^gth,  of  eyeyy  man.  ^^  ,^ 
QC<^pied  in  struggling  with  hungeii^  c/K^)d*.9A4  % 
tigue;  it  would  have  required  uaio^.4^f|9Qm^ 
apd,  flautual  understandii^g,.  whij§  &q^^j^t>P 
lo^y  evils  s^p^rated  and  isolajteji  tb^i.by  mr 
centfa^ing  every  raan'p  feeliijgft  ^<fl?RRJe^ 
jbi^^lff  Far  froip;^  exhausting,  tb^^go^^f^vi^  ^^gro- 
voe^tiAfi»  or  c9nNp|aifits,.t;h^y  mftrfhedj^^^ 
Iwtly^  "*»?«  ^11  >^^?  nawis  aga^ppt  ^Jf^p^f^ 
iijflst)bere,  and  diA^eft^  ftoin  p^vftrjf,pt^^i(^  frf 
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a  state  of  continiuA  action  and  raflferingt  Thmf 
physical  wants  absorbed  diebr  whole  moral 
strength ;  they  thus  lived  mechanically  in  their 
sensations,  continuing  in  their  duty  from  reeollec* 
tion,  from  the  impressions  which  they  had  re-* 
ceived  in  better  times,  and  in  no  slight  degree 
from  that  sense  of  honour  and  love  of  glor^  wkich 
had  been  inspired  by  twenty  years  of  victory^, 
and  the  warmth  of  which  still  survived  and  strug- 
gled within  them. 

The  authority  of  the  commanders  also  remained 
complete  and  respected,  because  it  had  always 
been  eminently  paternal,  tod  because  the  danger, 
the  triumphs,  and  the  calamities  had  always  been 
shared  in  common.  It  was  an  unhappy  family, 
the  head  of  which  was  perhaps  the  most  to  he 
pitted.  The  Emperor  and  the  grand  army,  there^ 
fbre,  preserved  towards  each  other  a  mekncholy 
and  noble  silence ;  they  were  both  too  proud  to 
utter  complaints,  and  too  experienced  not  to  feel 
the  inutility  of  them.  .         .  j 

Meantime,  however,  Napoleon  had  entered 
precipitately  into  his  last  imperial  head-quarters ; 
he  fliere  finished  his  last  instructions,  as  well  as 
tlie  28th  and  last  bulletin  of  his  expiring  army. 
Precautions  were  taken  in  his  inner  apartment, 
that  nothing  of  what  was  about  to  take  placb 
there  should  transpire  until  the  following  day. 

^But  the  presentiment  of  a  last  misfortune  seized 
Ms  officers ;  all  of  them  would  have  wished  to 
ibltowhim.  Theti*  hearts  yearned  after' France, 
to  be  onee  more  id  the  bosomf  of  their  families, 


^md  *o.  flee  .fiNni  fim  bcnrrijtfe  climate ;  biit-tiot 
Dnq.  of  thcfo  ventuied  to  ezptew  a  wkh  of  tbe 
kind ;  doty  aip^  honour  icstraiiiBd  them. 

WUie  thejr  sflGopted  a  tranquittily  yf^oA  th^ 
wete  fi|r  toam  taatipg^  the  n^^  »d  the  moment 
iidiicfa  the  EoqpefOr  hqd  &ced  fbriteckiiiiig  has 
nepK^iikkmto  tfifoomsMoukra  of  the  wmyaciured. 
Ail  tfap^iftaxiBhalB  wen  8uiiimoaed«  ABthejfuc^- 
wa|9i vely  entered,  he  tx)Qk  each  of  them  ac^de  ia 
prif  ate,  and  first  of  all  gained  their  appfobatieii  of 
his  plan»  of  aome  by  his  arguments^  and  of  othaia 
by  confidential  effbsions. 

Thus  it  '^pras,  that  on  perceiving  Davoust,  he  xan 
f<^nT ard  to  meet  himi  and  arised  him  why  it  tns 
that  he  never  saw  him,  and  if  he  had  jeqtirtiy  de^ 
serted  him  ?  And  upon  Danrooatf s:  ^reply  that  ^  he 
fancied  he  had  incurred  his  diBpleasun;  the  Eb»^ 
peror  explained  himself  mildly,,  nceived  hia  »i« 
awers  fovonrably*  confide}!  to  him^the  roadbhe 
meant  to  travel,  and  took,his  advice  teq^ectieng^ite 
details.  .  .... 

His  manner  was  kind  and  flattering  to  them  aH  ? 
afterwards,  having  assembled  them  nk  bm  tabks, 
he  Qomphmented  them  for  their  aoUe^MtioBii 
during  the  campaign.  As  to  himself,  the  ^  only 
confession  he  made  of  his  temerity  was  oondhhd 
ia  these  words:  ^'  If  I  had  been*  bom  ao  4he 
throne,  if  I  had  been  a  Bourbon,  it^wonld-haiw 
been  easy  for  me  not  to  have  ^softunittediany 
fauliB."        .      "^  •  . .    f. '/  jf  '  / 

Wh^  their  entertainmait  wej»  x^nr^lfi^  raflde 
Prince  Eug^e  read  to  them  hia  twentyMrittdi' 
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bnUetia;  after  wfaidi,  dectering  aloud  what  he 
had  already  confided  to  each  of  them^  fad  told 
them,  ''  that  he  was  about  to  depart  that  very 
night  with  Duroc,  Gaulaineouvt,  and  Lobatf,  for 
Pioria.  That  his  presence  there  was  indispensable 
fiur  France,  as  well  as  for  the  remains  of  his  tm^^ 
fortunate  army.  It  was  there  only  he  could  take 
measures  for  keq[>ing  the  *Au6trians  and  Prussians 
ia  check.  These  nations  would  certainly  pimse 
befoie  they  declared  war  against  him,  nvixen  they 
aaew  him  at  the  head  of  the  French  nation,  aad  a 
beA  army  of  twelve  hundred  thousand  men.'' 

He  added,  that  ''  he  hfid  ordered  Ney  to  pror 
Mod  to  .Wilna,  there  to  reorganize  the  army. 
That  Rapp^  would  second  him,  and  afterwards  go 
to  Dadtzicy  Lauriston  to  Warsaw,  and  Narbonne  to 
Berha;  that  his  household  would  remain  with  the 
surmy ;  but  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  slirike  ^ 
Uow  at  Wilna^  and  stop  the  enemy  there*  There 
they  wottl|d  find  Loiaon,  De  Wrede,  reinforce- 
ments, provisions,  and  ammunition  of  all  sorts ;  af- 
terwards they  would  go  into  <  winter-quarters  on 
the  (dlier  side  of  the  Niemen ;  that  be  hoped  the 
Russians  would  not  pass  the  Vistula  before  his 
return*" 

In  condttsioD,  ''.I  leave  the  King  of  Naples  ta 
<ioAmand.the  army.  I  hope  that  you  will  yield  hiai 
tihA  same  obedience  iss  yon  would  to  myself,  and 
that  the^;reate8t  harmony  will  preTail  aaM>ng  you." 

As  it  was  now  ten  o'clock  at  night,  he  then- 
foae»  siyseesced  their  bands,  affectionately,  em- 
bmcadjhem,  and  departed. 
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Comrades  !  I  must  co&fess  that  my  wfimlf^ 
couniged,relmed  to  penetrate  far&er  kite  ttefeferi^ 
leoticm  of  so  many  horrors.   HsYisg  arnvodtUhe ! 
dtp«rtttfe  of;  Napoleon,  I  had  flattered  myMl6M!i 
my  task  was  completed    I  had  aii&ouiieed/Oi]^iri^ 
as  the  historian  of  that  great  epoch,  triiea  wa  we»u 
precipitated  from  the  highest  sinuEil  of c^trf  lb 
the  deepest  abyss  of  misfortuBe ;  hcit^afvrEtfasibww 
tUng  remtuns  for  me  to  retrace  imttbaiMil^gilt^'J 
ful  miseries,  why  shoald  we  hoC  sfnire  owMiMfli 
you  the  pain  of  reading  them>  and  tiyvclf *diad*^l 
tasking  of  a  memory^  whiishhasitowteilj^ib^vl^ 

up  enbers,  nothing  but  disasters  to  redcoajiiii^ 
which  can  no  longer  write  but  iipon*temfa»l)f'nt><^/ 
But  as  it  was  our  fate  to  push  bad'jsii'iwtftaitb 
good  fortune  to  the  very  vergeof  ImpcuWliityf'' 
I  will  endeaTour  to  keep^be  promih^  I  kmtf^nM 
you  to  the  conclusion.  Moreover,  mhknikMaMf^ 
of  great  men  relates  eveb  their  laal  ftiMattits^ta^ 
can  I  eeneeal  die  lastsighs  of  ^gpaaisuaii j;«ii*^ 
it  was  esupiring?  Every  thhig  conqealiid #ilhst <pg 
pertfdns  torenowfi»  its  dying  grdma^aiJwiiKis^it^ 
cries  of  victory.  K?ory  thiog-ixi  k^whs  ^fBud^i^ 
will  be  aur  lot  to  aatdnuih .  i'atitoa  f ^afwUNft^''^ 
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l^ory  and  mrrow.  Meiandioly  consolation !  but 
the  only  one  diat  remains  to  us ;  for  doubt  it 
not,  comrades,  the  noise  of  so  great  a  fall  will 
echo  in  that  iiiturify,  in  N^hicfa '  great  misfortunes 
hnmortalize  as  much  as  great  glory. 

Napoleon  passed  through  the  crowd  of  his 
ciAcers,  who  were  drawn  up  in  an  avenue  as  he 
passed,  bidding  them  adieu  merely  by  forced  and 
mdiDDholy  smiles ;  tlrt^  good  wishes;  eqtiaDy 
sBlMit^  and  eacptessed  only  by  respeecMl  gestures, 
h#*'telTiid  wilh  him.  He  and  ckulaincourt  shut 
ttankselves  up  in  a  carriage ;  his  Mameluke  mA 
WwtoKiwitdi»  n^ptBhk  of  his  ^ard,  occupied  the 
boil  'Diwoc:Md  Lobau  Ibitowed  in  a  sledge. 

MiraMotttftifiteolMfStfcdotily  of  Poles;  affei^ 
w«d«oftiK'l^to«poH«&iisofl^roya^  This 

oetfte  ioe»sistcit ^cifbet ween  six  ai»d  seven  hundred 
iiMiK'iiriM»it'JBft  WMnato  meet  tiie  Emperor  t^  it 
pdnshsd^eMlinlyittthat  sh<»rt;  passage}  the  win^ 
tetumstilsettiy  adversary.  That  very  night  the 
IUMiini*4iarpn«ed  tmd  aitorw«irds  absndott^d 
YouprankNd^  (er^  as;  others  4my;  Osmianaj)  a  toiwiri 
thvMgfe  which  i  Ae  escort  had  to  pass.  Napbledsi 
wwiimtkte  eu&o«ir  of  Ming  in«d  thht  afflny. 

ifeaei'ite  Driie  of  dsssano  at  M^edailii.  BiiT 
ftnti  «iiUbtlQr»  U»  wme,  '^tfaat  he  bad  no  linger 
mixmuky;  tliwbiicvaevieval  days  past  he  had  bedi 
OMMlingrliA'the  midet  of  a- troop  of  disband^ 
sna^f  JviSMMiair  '^'iuid  im  in  search  of  wMmmf^ 
emm;^  diMtA^tkey  osight  aiitt  be  rallied  by  gMug 
them  hwii,  >siiees,  elothiiigrwdi  arms;  bat- that 
kMiSMilMry  aAmniriMtiisi  taaA  attticipaiMd  '«o- 
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thing,  and  his  or4«rs  ^^  not  \mw^  eiwsiitM**': 
ButiUpoA  Hvet  replying,  by  ehewiag  bitaa  a  stak^ 
at^tiQf  th^  immense  nyftgasi^es  oolleet«d  at 
WMf»>  be  efiol^im^,  "  that  b^  gftve  bioi  firauli 
life!  that  he  would  gtvo  him  an  os^v  to  tmnwwil 
tP  Murat  aofd  Berthier  to  hait  for  ei^t  4«9I9  in 
that  oapijtal,  there  to  rs^y  the  «miy,  apd  k^fiim 
mfn  it  sufficient  heart  and  etr«i^h  to  po^^ii^ 
the  retiie^t  le$p  dqplorabiy." 
.  The«ub8<N|«entpart.Qf  Na()^bfMPk8/)i»uin^|&.mi9 
Q^Teqted  withqut  joMf^^tajtion.  Hp-went  numi 
WilaA  hy  its  BuburhstrcrfttaQd  Wilkywiski.rwiMf? 
he  exchanged  his  carriage  ior .a %]x4&tt> tAssp^ei 
during  the  10th  at  War^Efw,  to  a»]c  ^chFoJea  fir  a 
Ifivy  of  ten  thowand  Ck>««i«k8r  t»  giiwAfttJ^ii9oi««ne 
dubsidie^i  8«d  to  promi$e  ibem  be  wHiild  <p<xdity 
nstinrn  at  the  head  oC  three  hmdrod  iUkmwMid  nvM^ 
i^rom  thence  he  rapidly  oiossedii^ilfm  vifiiiri 
Diresden  and  ita  monartth^  pAjtaedttbraughiHtaw^ 
Mentz,  and  finally  got  to  Parb.  vhere  he  w^Wtawly 

■aiNdk  his  app!9aiwice'on:tb»  l^th.-ef  .D4o«iii4>er. 

tyv0  dfiysftft^r  th^  aQ>{ieMrsn^  i>f  bi»  tiiPiil9rTi|ifl4^ 
buUetin.  -.t  ;    . . .  . 


Fjpom  Malo-JftrQAl«vfttB  to-SWiorgAoiirilbfa 
t^r  of  Europe  had  b»en:  too.  laore  ,tW^  gPKwJ 
«f  a  dying  and  di$bftnded,«rmy.  frott  Sm^l^g^ 
to  the  Bhine,:he  waaaAuaknowaiivgilivirj  tmvSr 
bng.tbnough  .a  ihiMtile  oountryi;.  bey«o4/tbecjR^ajn^ 
ha  «giUD  fettod  .hirosftf  ..thof nnaat^p,fl|iM^i  tbr.  ,iPp|»- 
qyerdr  of  Europe,  A;  lust  ]|M»w>Qf<tbeyvri94^ 
peospwjity  ^nice  woire  swatted  ltt#tswls.r.>jiv  r,  <■ 

Meantime,  his  genecals,  whom  he  left  at  Smor- 
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gom,  approved '  of  hi^  departure,  amdj^fer  frttmf 
being  discouraged,  placed  all  their  Kopes'iti  til 
The  army  had  now  only  to  flee,  the  road  was 
6pen,  and  the  Russian  frontier  at  fci  very  ^hoit 
dtetance.  They  were  getting  within  reachf  of  ci 
Heinibrcement  of  eighteen  thousand  men,  all  firesh 
troops,  of  a  great  city,  and  immedse  magazinesl 
Murat  and  Berthier,  left  to  themselves,  fimded 
themselves  able  to  regulate  the  flight.  But  in  the 
midst  of  die  extreme  disorder,  it  required  a  tol- 
loMufc  for  a  rallying  point,  and  he  bad  just  disap^ 
pearedi  In  the  great  chasm^vrhich  he  left,  Morat 
wtts  scarcely  perceptible. 

It  mis  tliuen  too  cletfrly  seen  that  a  great  man 
is  not  replaced,  either  because  the  pride  of  his 
followers  can  lio  longer  stoop  to  obey  another,  or 
that  having  ali^ays  thought  of,  foreseen,  and  or^ 
de¥ed  every  thing  hims«lf,  he  had  only  formed 
IfMd  instruments,  skilful  lieutenants,  but  nocomt- 
liMKBidevs. 

The  very  first  night,  a  general  refused  to  obey. 
The  marsl^l  who  commaaaded  the  rear-guai^  was 
almost  the  only  one  who  returned  to  the  royal 
fated<<iuartem»  Thre«  thousand  men  of  the  old 
and  young  guard  were  stiit  tfaiete«  This  was  the 
wb<>Ie  of  the  grand  'army,  and  of  that  gigantic 
body  j  there  r^hnc^ned  nothing  but  the  head .  But 
at  IHe  itews  of  Napoteon's  departure,  (bese  ve^ 
terans,  'spoHed  by  the  habit  of  being  commanded 
drtty  by  the  conqueror' of  Europe,  being  no  longer 
supported  by  the  hoinour  cf  serving  him,  and 
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scomingi  to  act  ^  guards  to  another^  gave  way  ia 
their  twra,  and  voluntarily  fell  into  disorder. 

Mopt  of  thg  colonels  of  the  army,  who  had 
hitherto  been  such  subjects  of  admiration,  aod 
bad  Inarched  on,  with  only  four  or  five  officers 
or  soldiers  around  their  eagle,,  preserving  their 
place  iof  battle,  now  followed  no  orders  but  their 
own ;  each  of  them  fancied  himself  entrusted  with 
his  oyirn  safety,  and  looked  only  to  hunself  for  it. 
Men  there  were  who  marched  two  hundred 
leagues  without  even  Ipoking  round.  It  w^  an  al- 
most general  sauve-gui-peut.  .  '     . 

The  Emperor  s  disappearance  and  JVf  urates  in- 
sufficiency, were  not,  however,  the  only  causes  of 
this  dispersion;  the  gre^ate^t  certainly,  was  the 
severity  of  the  winter,  which  at  that  moment  be- 
capae  extreme.  It  aggravated  every  thing,  and 
seemed  to  have  planted  itself  completely, between 
Wilna  and  the  army. 

Till  we  arrived  at  Malo4eczno,  ^nd  up,t<)^the 
4th  of  December,  the  d?iy.  when  U  ^et  ii)r  ujpon  us 
with  such  violence,  th^  march,  although;  panful, 
had  been  marked  by  u  smaller  number  of  deaths 
than  before  we  reaqhed  the  Berezina.  This  re- 
^pit9,was  partly  owmg  to  t^,  vigorous  efforts  9f 
Ney  and  Maison,  which  kep(  the  en^y  10,5^6^, 
to  the  then  milder  tenipera.tuife,.  to  ^^e  suppli« 
v^hich  were  obtained  from  a  less  ravage^  cbunfa-j^ 
^ijd^  ^ally^  ^^  ^^®  circumstancp  that' they  were 
the  strppgest  men  vvho  had  .escaped  jro^  ine  pas? 
sage  of  the  Berezina.  "  »,' 

T^e  pa,rt jal  organization  whipn  had  been  in^tfo- 
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duced  into  the  disorder  was  kept  tip.  The  miaiss 
of  runaways  kept  on  their  way,  divided  into  a 
number  of  petty  associations  of  eight  or  ten  men. 
Many  of  these  bands  still  possessed  a  horse, 
which  carried  their  provisions,  and  was  himself 
finally  destined  for  that  purpose.  A  covering  of 
rags,  some  utensils,  a  knapsack,  and  a  stick,  formed 
the  accoutrements  and  the  armour  of  these  poor 
fellows.  They  no  longer  possessed  either  the 
arms  or  the  uniform  of  a  soldier,  nor  the  desire  of 
combating  any  other  enemies  than  hunger  and 
cold ;  but  they  still  retained  perseverance,  firm- 
ness, the  habit  of  danger  and  suffering,  and  a 
spirit  always  ready,  pliant,  and  quick  in  making 
the  most  of  their  situation.  Finally,  among  the 
soldiers  still  under  arms,  the  dread  of  a  nickname, 
by  which  they  themselves  ridiculed  their  com- 
rades who  had  fallen  into  disorder,  retained  some 
influence. 

'  But  aifter  leaving  Malodecznoi  and  the  depar- 
ture of'  Napoleon,  when  winter  with  all  his  forc^, 
and  doubled  in  severity  attacked  each  of  us,  there 
was  a  complete  dissolution  of  all  those  associa- 
tions against  misfortune.  It  was  no  longer  any 
tiling  but  a  multitude  of' isolated  and  individual 
struggles.  The  best  no  longer  respected  them- 
selves; nothing  stopped  them;  no  speaking  looks 
detained  them ;  misfortune  was  hopeless  of  assist- 
ance, and  even  of  regret ;  discouragement  had'n6 
longer  judges  to  condemn,  or  witnesses  to  jprove 
it;  all  were  victims.  ••'    -» 

Henceforward  there  was  no  longer  fVatetnity  in 
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arolis,  then  waft  an  end  to  sdl  societf ,  to  aflr  ties; 
the  €X€eB0  of  evils  had  briitified  them.    ibingeT, 
devouring  hunger^  had  mdueed  these  unfortunate 
men  td  the  bratal  inetinct  of  ttlfi-preservation^' 
the  only  understanding  of  the  most  ferocioM  a|»^ 
malsi  and  wbioh  is  ready  to  sacrifice  every  thiiig  * 
to  itself;  a  rough  and  barbarouB  nature  seemed 
to  have  communicated  to  them  all  its  fiiry.     like 
savages,    the  strongest  despoiled  the  weakest; 
they  rushed  round  the  dying,  and  freqneftily 
waited  not  for  their  last  breath.    When  a  horse 
fell,  you  might  have  fkncled  yott  saw  %  fismiBbed 
pack  of  hounds ;  they  surrounded  him,  they  tore 
him  to  pieces,  for  which  they  quarrelled  among 
themselves  like  ravenous  dogs. 

The  greater  number,  however,  preserved  suffi- 
cient moral  strength  to  cousalt  their  safety  without 
injuring  others ;  but  this  was  the  last  effort  of 
their  virtue.  If  either  leader  or  comrade  felt  by 
their  side,  or  under  the  wheels  of  the  camMm;  in 
vain  did  they  call  for  assieitance,  in  vain  did  they 
invoke  the  names  of  a  common  cQmnltry,  r^igion^ 
and  cause ;  they  could  not  evien  obtbin  « -j^astAsf* 
look.  The  cold  inflexibility  of  the  etivnate  ihmi 
c^ompletely  passed  into  th^  hearts;  its.rlgohr 
had  contracted  their  feelingts  eqiiatfy  With  IhM 
countenances.  With  the  exception  of  a 'few  of 
the  leaders,  all  were  absorbed  by  thehr  saflterti^ftv 
tod  terror  left  no  room  for  compassion.  ^  -   /..    •  i : 

Thus  it  was,  that  the  same  egotisitt  wills  i#liieh 
excessive  prosperity  has  been  repoacbed;  was^^ 
duced  by  the  excess  of  misfortune,  but  tnuok^iftife 
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eiDctisaUe  in  tke  latter;  the  first  being  yoluiitary> 
and  tbe  last  compnlBive ;  the  first  a  criraeof  the  hearty'  - 
and  the  other  an  impobe  of  instinct  entirely  pl»y- 
sical;  and  certainly  it  was  hazarding  one*'s.life  ti^ 
stopfer  an  instant.  In  this  uiliversal  shipwreck; 
thofitretdiing  forth  one's  hand  to  a  dying  leader 
or  eoMrade  was  a  wonderfnl  act  of  generosity. 
The  least  abovement  of  humanity  became  a  'Sub^ 
Ume  action. 

There  were  a  few,  however,  who  stood  firm: 
agaanst  both  heaven  and  earth ;  these  pifoteptcK)/ 
and  aeaieted  the  weakest ;  but  these  were  •  phce-' 
nixes. 


CHAP.  IL 


I'll 


On  the  6th  of  December,  the  very  day  aft^r 
Kapoleoo  s  departurei.  the  sky  exhibited  a  still 
more  dreadful  appearance*  •  You  might  see  icy 
partides  floating  in  the  air ;  the  birds  fell  from  it 
<|Uito  Miff  and  frozen.  The  atmosphere  was  mo* 
tmtlesa  and  silent ;  it  seemed  as  if  every  thi^gf 
which  possessed  life  and  movement  in  nature^  the 
wind  itself,  had  been  seised^  chained,  and  as  iH 
weie  firoeen  by  an  ui^ivefsal  death.  Not  the  I?ast 
word  ormutmur  was  tbea  heard:  nothing  but  the 
gloomy  silence  of  despair,  and  the  tears  wh^ 
]Jroclai«ted  it.  •  ! 

We  flitted  along  in  this  empire  of  death  like 
uihisppy  spirits.  Tbe  dull  and  monotbno^  sound 
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WP^^Jfl  this  vaat.i^iid  dftli|%l^efl^.,  :>APflfc 

which.  ,couJd  indicate  a  jremna^^.^f  il^mtj, 

ly  did  strength  epofigh  renpaia  tqjmfet,*  pnap 

pepple  pnly  complaia  when  they  lookijfonikmdr 
pess,  and  fa^wjy  %y,  ^re  fftied.  ;■ . .  .h.,.  j.^. 
•  3vch,ofwr  wWier8a8l^i4,Jiitb9B|Oi,b^D|feB 
n^t  per^venng,  heip  )<ttt  i^firt  fHllMf^^fqpm 
t^imes  the  snow  opeited  oader  ti^  f^^  Wimwi 
%(l"?atJy  its.  giasay  iMi:fe«e.  #KiM)g  th(eK¥^,«a 
support,  they  slipped  at  eyifiy.  4)^  H»4t  il{%Nlf4 
from  one  faU  to  another,  lt>«efatf|d,ii,i/r#uijlKlfe 
tile  soil  refused  to  «a^itl»fiiB,,tti^J.jti«!(8afwA'lui- 
der  their.efforts, jLhatit^l^  ^^f>'mf»^,9msf§»^t»>if 
to  ,Qmbafra8a.and.s^;)t!w,t^W:«%«5lv.f«4<^^i*lW 
tbqpa  to  the,  Rw«i^  >  piffiwi^i  «f;tb«p«i9fc4» 
M»?^r  t^jbk^clii^tp.  ,„,..,,  ni.uit,...!!.  vv>/>  j.iu: 
»  Aud  xesilly, .  >%neK^.  t^^y .  .(lal^i ^<^:a  ,|9«n 
ipewt  ftww.^haus!^on>,tM%wip^r»rlfai«g'%iW»g 
and;^cy  hand  ppgn  ihfiflo,  ;vra»  reyjjy ,to.«pifft  HjBa 
^is  prey.  Ii)  vai?^  did  thes^.pflqPf^nCprtiwjrtflsi 
%eling  themselves  benuq>bed,.raif»./^eqEi%eir^ 
and  already  deprived  of  the  powi^r;  of  s^e«ch-«Mi4 
plunged  into  a  stupor^  proew4  a.  f^  «e^  iike 
^uU^atons;  their  blood  freezing.  i|i,  their  .ftetnij 
lU^  water  in  the  current  of  rivulst^  cxmsftajod 
t|i?M%?^rt,  and  then  flew  bacjc  toth^rjlwak;  tlb»se 
^J(lfHJ  n^i^n  then,  staggered  as  if  tl^y  Jba4..jb|wn 
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ititoiicHited.  ¥Vdm  the»'  eyebi  wliiieh  •  ^^re  re^- 
duMA  .attd  itiflidii^a  bijr  trc  cdniihfikl'  tepect  'of 
dw 'MOW,  li^  A&  want  of  sleelfyv  aifdl  the  'ginolbi  of 
UvcWiats,  Aen'flxMe^  rta!  tMi^ofblood'^tlteli' 
bfMNmi^  heaved  heavy  nigha ;  i9terjr  looked  atf  hest- 
vni  at  tts»  Olid  at  tike  eatth  with  an  eye  did^ 
niayad^ ftsed,  andwiM^  it  expressed  thett  fare- 
wall,  and  'perhaps  their  reproaches  to  tfie  ^airba- 
roni^  nature  whieh  tortured  them.  ^kf'^efA 
not  long  before  they  ftll  npott  theiV  kAfet^y  atid 
then' upon  theiir  hands;  their  hteiotd  6tili  Wavered 
fAr  a  few  titeutes  alternately  to  the  right  atid  T^^ 
ttttdirCHH  their  open  mouth  Bome  agonixmg  lidund)^ 
esea^yed ;  at  last  it  fell  in  its  tumnipon  the  snow^/ 
Whkhf  it  reddened  immediately  widi  Hvid  blood  ;* 
and' their  soffevings  wei^  at  an  end.  '  ^ 

"Their  comfadto  paired  by  them  without  ihov- 
iagaatep out e( their  way,  %r ibar  of  pr6I6iigfi^* 
their  jbamey;  dr  eHretotiiming  their  head,  for  their 
b^aMs  atid  their  hair  we^  stiflfenefd  with  the  Ice, 
and  every  movement  was  a  pain.  They  d^id  tiot 
even  pity  thi^m ;  for»  in  short,  ^at  had  they  lost 
hy  dying^  what  had  they  left  behind  them  ? '  They 
suffered  so  much ;  they  were  still  so  far  from 
France;  so  touch  divested  of  feelings  of  country 
by  the  surrounding  aspect,  and  by  misery;  that 
iti^ry  dcMur  illusion  was  broken,  and  hope  almost 
dei^trayiM.  The  greater  number,  therefbre,  wer^ 
become  careless  of  dying,  from  necessity,  tttitH 
the  habit  of  seemg  it,  and  from  fashion,  some- 
times even  treating  it  contemptuously ;  but  mote 
frequently,  on  seeing  these  unfortunates  stretched 
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ohU  awi'^imiimlifttely  stiffened/ ooilteniing 
selves  with  the  thought  that  they  kad  fio  taofie 
yndSBbB,  that  tftey  were  at  rest,  thdt  ttteir  sntt^r- 
itigs  were  tenninated  I  Aiid»  in  ^fiu^  ^eaitfi;'  itr^a 
situation  quiet;  cert&in,  and  n&ifdrni,  tttttj^  lie  Vi^ 
ways  a  strange  eveAt»  a  frightfel  eontMsC^'  a  Wt^' 
rible  neirolntion ;  but  in  this  tdtnitlt  AvA  ^olmiv 
and  confeihual  movement  of  a4t(b  «f'  CMm^nm  ii^ 
tioa;  danger  and  BUffermg,  it  appeared' floOiDg' 
more  than  a  transntion,  a  sliglic  cbaiigte;  sas  adllN 
tiottal  removal,  and  which  eiccited  littf^  alarms  -'^  f ^ 

Such  were  the  last  days  of 'the  grand  itrai^a  iifr 
last  nights  were  still  mdre  fligiMftfh^tae^^i4iMifi 
they  surprised  marching  together;  <A(r  ftnttli  a^Nm^' 
habitation,  halted  on  the  bofderddi?  tlMf^iJHMd»t'' 
there  they  lighted  their  Ht^,  b^fM^  whiCAi'thby 
remained  the  whole  night/ etiect  and*  iM»ti<iiftk«' 
like  spectres^  They  seemed  lAs^-if  ttrey 'f»iftMk 
never  have  enough  of  the  htot;  th»y  k^pTooT'elWib^ 
to  it  as  to  burn  their  clothes,  a^  m^R^  ih^  ftdtt^ 
parts  of  their  body,  which  the  fite  d«J6Mi^os§dii 
The  most  dreadful  pain  then  coin|)eHed*«h^iMiih' 
stretch  themselves,  and  the  neklf  day'^bey*«it^ 
tempted  in  vain  t6  rise.  'm  >  .  .  /:  ^i^ 

In  the  mean  time,  sAch  as  the  ^intefdtedtttl^ 
ihost  wholly  spared,  and  who  stiH  t^t^ed'^iM' 
portion  of  courage,  prepareld  their  «t<dHM6lw9^ 
meal.  It  consisted,  ever  since  '  ihey  ^'liti* 'Ifcffi 
Smolensk,  of  some  slicei^  of  horse^flish^Hi^lilei^,^ 
and  some  rye-meal  dilirted  fttib  d  (toiiaMft^^Wkh 
snow  water,  or  kneaded  into  muffitiis;  \A^iM  WOf 
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seaMDec^  for  waat  oC  «alt,  with  M^9  p9>t4fer  n^ 
tbcir  cartridges^ 

The  ^ight  of  these  firjes  weie  oopsteatly  nUMct-f 
img  fresh  speotres,  who  inhere  daqvieik  ))ack.<t)y  J|h0 
fiiist  coiQers.  These  poor  wxetche*  :w«ftdterad 
Bbfmt  firoBOL  one  hivoviaQ  to  lo^otherj  utp4il.  tbe^l 
wese  stnie|(  by.  the  frost  and  despiur  togethfttir 
and  gave  themselves  up  for  lost.  They  then  laiA 
themselves  down  upon  the  ^^ow,  behind  their 
more  lertanate  comrades,  and  there  e;tpirtid«* 
Many  of  them^  devoid  of  the.  means  and  lijb^ 
strength  necessary  to  cut  down  thei  lofty  fir  trees^ 
iQade.vain  attempts  to  set  .fiise  to  them  at  ^e 
ipmki  but^  death  speedily  surprised  them  ^around' 
those  (wes  in  every  soct  of  attitude* 

,  y^ider  the  vast  pent-houses  which  are  erected 
l^  the  side  of  th^  high  roiid  in  some  parts  of  the 
^^9  scenes  of  still  greater  horror  were  witixessod* 
Qffieers.and  soldiers  all  rushed  precipitately  inta 
tbemK  and  crowded,  together  in  heaps.  There» 
like  so  mai^y  cattle,  they  squeeeed  against  eaohi 
other  rovind  some  fires*  and  as  the  living  oou]d  not 
repa^ov^  Xh^  dead  from  the  circle,  they  laid  them*, 
selves  down  upon  them,  there  to  expire  in  theirs 
turn»  and  sejrve  as  a  bed  of  de$ith  to  some  fresh 
vifltims«  In  a  short  time  additional  crowds  of* 
stragglers  presented  themselves,  and  being  unablOi 
to  penetrate  into  these  asylums  of  suffering,  theyt 
completely  besieged  them. 

.  It  fnaqi^eatly  happened  that  they  demolished 
th^^r  walls,  which  were  formed  of  dry  wood»  in. 

order  to  feed  their  fires ;  at  other  times,  repulsed 


(    348     ) 

M^  dmheartefied,  they  were  contented  to  use 
them  M  shelters  to  their  bivouacs,  the  flames  of 
which  very  soon  communicated  to  these  habita- 
tions, and  the  soldiers  whom  they  contained,  al- 
ready half  dead  with  the  cold,  were  completely 
killed  by  ihk  fire.  Such  of  us  as  these  places  of 
sh^et  preserved,  fbund  next  day  our  comrades 
lykkg  frozen  and  ih  heaps  around  their  ^xtin- 
gtMshed  ^res.  To  escape  from  these  catacombs, 
a  horrible  ^ort  was  required  to  enable  diem  to 
dimb  over  the  heaps  of  these  poor  wretches, 
many  of  whom  were  still  breathing.  * 

"  At  Totiprtootti,  the  same  village  where  the  Em- 
peror only  missed  by  an  houf  being  taKen  by  the 
Russian  partisan  Seslawin,  the  soldibrs  burnt  the^ 
liottses  completely  ai^  they  stood;  mer^  to  warm 
themselves  for  a  few  miiiiites.  The  light  6f  fh^ 
fires  attracted  some  ot  Ihiese  miserable  wr^tcfa^^ 
whom  the  excessive  sevetity  of  the  cold  add'tKiyr^ 
sufferings  had  rendered  deliriotis;  th^^  rati' 111" 
like  madmen,  and  ghiishing  their  teeth  atidf  lat^gffi- 
ing  like  demons,  they  threw  themseWesintb  ttiese 
furnaces,  where  they  perished  in  the^d^t  hbrribfe< 
convnlaions.  Tlieir  famished  donipanlondf  refgdftled 
Aem  undismayed;  th6re  were  even  sdhife.  i*li(i^ 
drew  out  these  bodies,  disfigured  atfd  bi*oflferf^ 
the  flames,  and  it  is  but  too  true,  that  they  f  *!<«-' 
mred  to  pollute  their  mouths  with  this lokt^Sdloof^* 
foodl  •'-'  '■■  •'•■  ''-'  »'•'•- -^^^ 

This  was  the  same  army  which  hatf  l!>b^'iSM%)i 
ftrtm  t*e  most  ciVilifed  riatioh  It!  fiti^p^V'^t^at 
army,  fowtferly  so  briffiant,  WhiiA'  wks  4fltfe>rlbtfe 
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over  men  .to  its  la^t  momei^t^  aod.wh^se  nnf^ 
etill  r^igped  in  so  many  cqi^iuered  capital^.,  li§ 
strongest  and  bravesjt  wamcvft,  wJbp  had.rec^tly 
beea  proudly  trarersing  90  niaiiy  sceae^^  qf  thisif 
victories,  ^ad  lost  their  uo)>le  counteofUKH^e ;  .pe* 
f^ered  vi^ith  rags,  their  feet  naked  and  torn; 
9U{^pprting  th^n^elves  on  branches  of^fy^.tx^ 
tb^y  dragged  tbemseLves  along ;  a^  the  ^re^gt^ 
and  perseverance  which  they  bad  hUil^ei^ta  .^ 
forth  in  order  to  conquer^  they,now  ivadQiMi^of 
to  flee.   ,  , . »     . ' 

Then  it  was,  th^>  like  jsupej^^titioas,  n»tK)(D^t:W9 
also  had  our  .prognostications,  apd  hoaird  ta|ik.  of 
prophecies.  .  Some  pretejuded  tbfit  a.cpmet jhad  .9^ 
lightened  onr  passage  across  the .  Ber.e^ina  witi^ 
its  ill-omened  fire;  it  is  trne  that  they  added^ 
''that  doubl^esB , these  stars  did  not  foffft^  tbp 
great. events  of  t^  world,  but  that  they  ipight 
certainly  contribute  tq  modify  tb^jn;  s^le^^iSyr^ 
admitted  their  material  influenpe  upon  our  gVa^f^p. 
and  all  the  consequences  which  thatinfluencem^- 
exercise  upon  the  human  mind,  so  far  as  it  is  de* 
pendant  on  the  matter  which  it.  animates." 

,  There  were  others  who  quoted  ancient  pcedki^ 
ti^n^,  which,  they  said*  ''.  had  announced  6fT  fha6 
p^eriod,  an  invasion  of  t^e  Tartars  as  far  as,  th? 
b2tnHs.of|thp  Seine.  And|  behold!  they  w^e  a}*- 
ready  at  liberty  tP.pass  over  the  overthrpiY^- 
French  army,  and  in  a  fair  way  to  accomplisfi 
tjiat  pre^liptiop;' 

.  Some  agai*  there  were,  who  were  .reisdndii^' 
eapl>  other  of  the  awful  and  destructive  storm 
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had  mg&giitei  onr  entrance  on  the  Ho^ii 
territory.  ^*  Then  It  was  heaven  itself  thai  spoke! 
Behold  the  ealamity  which  it  predicted !  Nature 
had  made  atai  effort  to  prevent  this  catastmpfae! 
Why*  had  we  been  obstinately  deaf  to  her  voice  f 
80  mnch  did  this  simultaneous  fall  of  four  hundred 
thousstnd  men  (an  event  "^ich  was  not  in  {kct 
more  extraordinary  than  the  host  of  epidemical 
disorders  and  revolutions  which  are  constantly 
ravaging  the  globe)  appear  to  them  an  exttaotdJ- 
nary  and  unique  event,  which  must  have  oc^ 
cupied  all  the  powers  of  heaven  and  earth;  so 
niuch  is  our  understanding  led  to  bring  Iioflie 
every  thing  to  itself;  as  if  Pibvidence,  In  compas^ 
Won  to  our  weakness,  and  from  the  fear  rf  ite 
annihilating  itself  at  the  prospect  of  eteniity,  U3 
so  ordered  it,  that  every  man,  a  metk  pohrt  ii 
i^pace,  should  act  and  feel  as  if  he  Himself  Waslhe 
centre  of  Immensity.  ^' 


• 

■ 

CHAP.  I}I. 

The  army  was  in  this  last  stat6'of  ^hy^cil^ 
'moral  distress,  when  its  first  fugifivcis  mttiw 
Wilna.  Wilna !'  their  magaziAef, '  ttelr  d6piCm 
first  rich  and  inhabited  Ciiy  Wh/cW'th^liJff  ^^^^ 
with  since  their  entrance  into  llusSldl?  'its  namfc 
alone,  and  its  proximity,  stiU  supjited^'ftfe^- 
rage  of  a  few. 

On  the  9th  of  December,  the  gl^ektyst'JMiH'tjf 
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these  poor  8aldiecB  caiae  witbia  si^  of  fhat  oat 
pital.  loataaUy, 8(HBedraggiiig thcfQisdvesa^^ 
<»tbeniru8liii)g  fonvud,  they  aU  precipitftted  tl)em»^ 
0eWm  beadlong  into  Us  suburbs^  pushing  obekv- 
oatcly  l>efore  tb&OL,  and  croM^ng  together  jk)  fast, 
(that  they  formed  but  one  mass  of  men,  hocsei^ 
md  charU>t3»  Aotioidesi^  and  deprived  .of  the 
povj^r  of  movement. 

The  cteariag  away,  of  this,  crowd  by  a  narrow 
passage  became  almost  impossible.  Those  who 
f^aine  behind^  .gttided  by  a. stupid  instinct,  added 
Xq  the.  incumbrance,  without,  the  least  idea  of  en** 
teriqg  the.  city  by  ita  other  outlets,  of  which  there 
^ex^  .several  But  there  was  such  complete  dis^ 
j]4Cgani2atix>n,  that  during  the  whole  of  that  fjsitid 
4a.y»  not  a  single  ^taff-officear  made  his  appearance 
Xq  direct  .the^  men  to  them. 

.  flor^the.spjMe  of  ten  hours,  with  the  cold  fit  27 
and  even  at  28  degrees,  thousands  of  soldiers 
who  fancied  themselves  in  safety,  died  either 
from  cold  or  suffocation^  just  as  had  happened  at 
the  gates  of  Smolensk,  and  the  bridges  across  the 
Berezina.  Sixty  thousand  men  had  crossed  that 
river,  and  twenty  thousand  recruits  had  since 
loin^d  thf^m ;  of  these  eighty  thousand,  half  had 
^already  perished,  the  greater  part  within  the  last 
fpyr  d^ys^  between  Malodeczno  ^nd  Wilna. 
,  The  capital  of  Lithuania  was  still  ignorant  of 
qur  disasters,  when,  all  at  once,  forty  thousand 
jQajnisi^d  soldiers  filled  it  with  groans  and  lament 
tations.  At  this  miexpected  sight,  its  inhabitants 
j|)ef:^e.  al^rnied,  and  shut  tl;>^ir  doors.    Deplor 


(    «B    ) 

nj^  4^  w«|»  it  to  «w  ikme  tinnpii  af  WiHiAri 
^jMKJcirtra  la  <the  ftroate^  «mm  faricum  tmi  ifitlwi 
4aspexate,  threatraiag  or  eai9mtm§i»md^4giiim^ 
vopriog  0  hnak  ia  the  doon^  of  lius  hoMHHi 
the  niagaziiies,  or  dragging  themsdves  tpthjihi^j' 
fiitalft.  fiverpvliere  the^  w»ro,ngiPlMd»at^ie 
ntf^awei^  firmn  mMt  pp^  iwwiiiltiliiftiliiiliiiMi 
fn^  the  disM^tiofi  of  the  (wrpifflli#tliCfaiilM 
of  the  Boldiers,  aU  n^lar  di^itrihiity i^  hiji  JifcQWiA 
ioijKMaible.  .    «*   n*  vi  hism 

These  bad  been  collected  theia 
a^Mi  ^read  to  laat  for  forty  dag^, 
laeal  for  thirty-six  days,  Ibr  age*  kfM^^geAJkM^ 
saod  flo^a.  Not  a  ain^^cftBayaBdair  yttptrfitJi 
step  forward  and  give  or^l#n  £0^  rtMtilWiillgtlWii 
provision  to  aU  that  oune  lor  thapiif  N.fliNkdiii) 
nistrators  who  had  them  ia  nhwjyn  wtPjlfiliWi 
being  made  responsible ;  *an4  t||e<^ti|fni  dmiMb 
the  eipcesses  to  which  theftwiphtMi  ggMJOT  IW"Mli 
givethemselires  up^  wW  wery  thjuftmi  JfcNh 
discretion.  These  adsuaist^^atom  bwJjimjiyO 
ignorant  of  oar  djesperafea  ^itwl9q«b/fft»irfPl«l 
there  was  scarcely  time  /ot  fnVagCr Ji|f|i^liiqrMA 
so  inclined,  our  uafortunate  OQiuppiwiWM'n  J—i 
were  left  for  several  houni  $Or^^  IWIWgff  fcifcWP 
these  immense  mfigazin^a  of  pjPQfHf|isMiridl.y|f) 
which  fell  into  the  enemy's  lunda. Ij^iAA^^ 

.  At  the  barmcka  apd  the  h9nltti^.^km^ 
equally  repulsed,  but  not  ,by  tJ^Jmiff  lwJlNW» 
death  h^ld.  f way ;  supreme.  i7l|efi$9n)iRto^ 
bf  eathed  pon)p*aiifs(^  that  ior^a^^fig  lime  f^$$kdi 


(  do^}   ) 

^wWMttt  iM^/eyen  ^bbut  straw,  and  aP 
AMmted.    Tke  ^mrte,  the  passages,  and 
ewfi  the  apaitmefits  were  ^Med  with  heaps  of* 
dnd  1)O^Mm  ;  Ihey  were  so  many  chamel  hooses* 

At  last,  by  the  eitertions  of  several  of  the  com^ 
Munlers,  such  as  Eug^eand  Davoust,  the  compas-' 
of  the  lithuaoians,  and  the  avarice  of  the 
^  opened  some  places  of  refuge.  Mbihing 
couid  be  more  lemarkable  than  the  astonisfameiit' 
nWrihtAese  unibrtuate  men  displayed  at  finding 
tiMttfiifhes  once  more  in  inhabited  houses.  How 
dtiMoM  did  ft  loaf  of  leavened  bread  appear  to 
ttem,  and  how  inexpressible  the  pleasure  of  eat- 
iflg^jt  ieated  I  and  afterwards,  with  what  admira-' 
ttMP  wfel»  they  Btruck  at  seeing  a  scanty  battalibn* 
irtlflfvlid^r  antas,  in  regular  order,  and  uniformly 
AthibJ't  '  They  seemed  to  havie  returned  ftt>m 
tlnar  vely  cMrem^es  of -the  earth;  so  much  had 
tlie^tMdleiiee  aod  continuity  of  iheir  sufferings  torn 
atfid^eatft  them  from  all  their  habits,  so  deep  had 
bM4th^  abyss  from  which  tliey  had  escaped ! 

f^SM  acarcely  had  they  begun  to  taste  these 
•MBMsi-wben  4&e  cannon  of  the  Russians  com- 
iMMMl  HlWid^ling  over  their  heads  and  over  the 
c1ty.^'4%etethteatening  somids,  the  shouts  of  the' 
oftowrt/tlte^lHims  beating  to  arms,  and  the  waif- 
inga  and  clamour  of  an  additional  multitude  of 
ullitoltutiad^s,  whieh  had* just  arrived,  filled  WilAa 
^fMll^lfrtsh  bonfufiTioA..  It  was  the  vangoardof 
KittiMP imd^hapfitz,  commanded  by  O'Rbufke, 
lifili»<py,  aifd  Stbkwin,   ^hicb  had  attacked 

VOL*  II.  A  A 


Lbte's  arHyiom;  tb&t  proteetiSi  >  tte'  «N{f^r  ^ 

its  WtA;^  to  OKtti,  by  ^ay  of  Nfe*MPt*ky; 

At  flbt  anattettrpt  was  mjgid^  to  Msist.  >'-il» 

Wrede  and  his  Bavarians  bad  alM  jMtH^ttMl 

iht  vttcty  by  Narcfc-Zwiraiisky  aAti^^MiibMbitn. 

TItey  were  fo^wed  by  WtCtgeastefa^  w^attMi 

Katbeu  a&d  Vileika  ftung  uptta  o#r  «lj|lrt  ttUll«l 

Ae  same  time  «hat  Kutusof  and^^BdllteUftitfifif 

jihied  ti9.    De  Wit»de  had  'ntft  ttMi  tiMuaMili-  d«i 

lieft  under  bfe  ccrmmand.    As  «o  tsatetaS^iJiiitaiai 

alid  the  garriifoil  df  Wtftad,  ^»ftlclk"htfll''>c9i»«l 

Hf^ct  ns  and  retjdi^  usasilistaMctf^^  to  »9mfi 

^,  the  cokl  had  t^dttced'ttr^m  INttertiticteiW' 

sand  men  to  three  thousand  in  the  s)i0l!^«f<lMf 
dayj^.  -.'ijH*  -''v-i  f-'  iiiili'' 

'  Be '^W^ede  defended'Wiln^  «iii  tMB^<«iddu0(l  Hi) 
Ii69ili'r  'he  was  obIi|<i>d  -  to  m  i>#^  iHA*  a  gdnt 
l^Mstse^Mie.  Laieohiini^'hto  $«i^iiabv'>OiviUi^ 
irUeh  <i«^  nearer'  to  '^ilmli  iipt  ■tbemm^'^^ 
M;k.  They  httd  ^ificcje^d^  in^mMiS^wMtft^ 
frtan  dtvision  Uke  «»m9;  aad>«t«tt4d(j^iottt^ii 
eity,  but  the  mt^kdtS'  aotnttUy  ^Hp|itedt>ii<MlPtt« 
hands  of  ch«8e^<<^tIU!i^en:tff  the^Mtft^tlinaiifpli^ 
to  a  region  of  ice.  In- less  Uttkt}  Mi  titertl^ 
r^ttirned  dlsartiiedi  and'tlfe'  test  tfMMl  itC^itM' 
irtaimed.'  ■.'••:  •'•  -^  •■•  K.  j  j^q^cnqsii: 

'  Atthe8aihetSBfe/tlie^^Mlr«rilrj#U>fiieife«t«Uly 
b6bt  tn  the  <t^eet^  ¥  the^^-tfld  ffaU-d^ilMir.bMi^ 
d«c6il  to  a  1^  ^tatodtis;^^BtiiMft  ^ApMiiii 
Every.  0Bi6  thda^htfttoieli  )iior«'^4iii|>MWi^ 
life'  wi(h/fttilih«tiii44he>d40i4hrtriMli  thsMM^T- 
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Sirl  when  tkicry,  <>f  '*  U9v^:  ate  Jl?^  jPo^frt?."! 
vras iiwid. .(wiiicb  fur  fi  long,,tiip»A  h«d  1^«^ ;tiie^ 
only  9gQalvbi<Mi  ike  greater,  immb^.o^y^)  it, 

«hI  ti^  r«ii/k  agai9  lMgiBo>  // 

:l|[iintt  Jii9is#lf  DOW  tOioK.fpg^tiL  fapqyinghi^ 
«Blfno  UH^gear  maater .«f .the  aiiqy,.be.lo9t  ^  Qo^t' 
iBMiel.<rf' AtioMKAf..  jHe  was  Aeefi  fpocipg  Xis^  |W)|X 
tbii«i^|])i6.(}f(»rd»  apd  %i|aK  by  ^i^self  aod  <^ 

gnrng  Jtoy  /fftter  oinlers  tb«A  bi^  ei;«D»fi)f|«;  {^ 
iMLWig  N<y!i«  filMrge.  ^,;thf>.  rest.  He.j^lt^t. 
bfiwevac,  ^  ih^kfii  ktm^  i».  jttie  fiul^uvbs^ .  oft 
^  roftd  ,^<kKp!»»q»  wfeqr<^l^,w{|ifQd  H^r  <il#iy-l^ 

Wilna  might  have  beea  defended  for  tweaatyr 

Cmt  h<»u?8  l<m0^,  aadmanycW^B  nu^^ht  haip  h^en 
Miffid.  .  This  ftit»l  city .  related  s<$vly  .tweptyi 
thousand*.  in«lii4iog.  tiMee.  hundred  of&Derfi,.aa^ 
«lvim|pti»ev«d9.  Mp8.t«f  theo)  1^  bec^a  woi^oM 
hy?the  v»H|er.  wpoe^  ^mp  by  jUie  flpeiay, .  whq;  |^ 

wiloiichiedi  to  all  appemnace  M  A«a^  bi»t  thfj^ 
mtunA-  ntwwfth'  waa  eowt^t»ly  »^^h« wtfd,  41^ 
4)out»9foualy  hatliiHg  with,  »o  nwiay  diffic^t^g« 
lk«^  lent  hflftrt  whsii,<|w]F.,weii9  .oe^rl^e  poii^iat 
the  prospect  of  four  more  days'  qiarch.  T^9y:{)$^ 
^itort  faiitidti>o«Mwi!{<8  oQfe  mfif^tm.'^  c4Yi)ViS^ 
oilyv  Md.moaief  iiihf#  !9a^9<npjtheir  1904^ 
ttMiit^^iie  dMi0)n«<tW.pl8««li  t))9ip%ely««  f^l^ 
iB*r)qi(«l<p»tttloed;eh^  tlMMlp4.4|fia);ci9^yp-, , 
V  il*,i»)teiite  Am  ^wf  Hh>taiH»tftKMthf»Hghiyt  had 
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coittproiniaed  th^iu  m  much,  and  wierd  odw  9imh 
donkig  tbeoi^  Teoeived  into  their  hoiibe&tmdl  sm 
eoured  several;  but  tlie  Jews,  whooBi we hdiiffoi 
tected^^  repelled  the  others.    They  did  even  mofv; 
the  sight  of  so  many  suflerbrs  excited  tiieir'Cfl(> 
pbdity.    Had  their  detestable  amnke  heeaiiiim* 
tentdd  ^  with  speculating  upen  oiir  miaeriesy  ^mbA 
iftttiag  *  Qs  some  leebie  succoars  foffilhfflCfartighi 
in  gold,  bistary  troald  scorn  to  sidlyher'tpicai 
wifli  the  disgiistii^  detail;  but  they  aotMed  our 
tioiiapfiy  wounded  >iaeiiiDto  tfieirhcmseB^  stHpfttd 
tketa^  and  after watda»  va  seeing. tUe  «Ei]iBrini( 
tlnrew*  the  teked  bodies  of  theaa  dyil%t  viote 
from  tbd  doors  and  wiodomr  of  thfairibMsiftiilo 
Ihe  stnetsrand  theie  iiaBBe]»ffaUy*Mkt)to*fe 
perish  of  cold ;  these  vile  barb&iteii8;eiienrinade]i 
merit  in  the  eyesof  theiRussian»of;4o»ti]ritagtififei& 
there;  sach  borrible  crimes  as^lhesef  roast  kfds- 
Hounced  tothepresiiiit'andftQviiiluf^agttia  uiSItrt 
4ha£  our- hands  are  become.impol«MI#hit^tSfK^ 
ble  that  our  indignation  against  these  mooiMh 
ansy  be  their  sdlefHimshmientc'm  tkja  WAiAdjilnit 
«  day  will  corner  when  theiassas^ma  vviilLiiifliii 
4xmnt  their  vietimd,  and  thete  oertaiM^pin^ihe 
jUBtioe  of  beavesif  we  sjbiaU  fiA4  Khirtfe^m^aindf  i 
r-  On  the  10th  of  D«oemhef^!l^djvNwihadia9«» 
rroltmtanly  taken  upon  bin|seM(^i^.t:dittn«padiif 
tb^  fear-guard,  left  tbaitcjfy  ^mmi^^U^lf^i^^ 
.wa»imlnd«ted  by  tbef^QoafatJfs  ^  MMtafrHi^ 
massacred  all  the  poor  wretchaaiwhi^QfeflhtoAMV 
4hmw  in  their  wAifjrw  ( InlhQ  m^  afilhiavbii^ry, 
(tbe»t  auddeftby  appe9i«d4af4>iq(uaftof4iif49!^^ 
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eomiag  trom  l^  faridges  of  the  ViKd»  nv here  ithey' 
had  bfeen  ifift  and  fofgi>tten.  At  fidgbtof  this  fresh 
prey^v  tiioQsaiids  «>f  Russian  horsemen  came  huri^ 
rying  up,  besetting  them  with  ioud  cries,  and  as« 
sailiDg  tiliemoD  all  sides.  >    : 

Qut  iht  officer  cofnmaiidiDg  this  piquet  h?4  alt 
teady  4rawn  up  his  soldiers  in  a  oirele.  'Without 
httitetion,  he  ordered-  them  <to  fire,  and. theitft 
sMicipg  them  presait  bayonets,  proceeded  at 
the  pas  ide  eharge.'.  In  an  instant  all  fled  befope 
hitti*}  iie  Kmakied  in  possessiion  of  the  city  ^  but 
mthoutfeeUng.aoy  more  surprae  about  the  cicrar^ 
aiidfoeof:  the  'Oassacks^  than  he  bad  .done  at  theit^ 
etiaeki  he  todi  advantage  of  the  momentyrtumed 
ahavidy  round,  aiad  jraeoeeded  in  regoiBdt^  th* 
f  eavi^urd  without  any  lose. 
;'  The  latter  was  engaged  with  Kutusofs  van** 
guard,  which  it  was  esideavooring  to  dme  beck ; 
for  toother  catastrophe,  whkh  it  yaitUy  attempted; 
toi  ee!trer,'dctaMe4  it  at  a  i^bort  ilistanee  ftoia 
'^jHHiiai '     

In  '4ha(  city,  as  well  as  at  Moscow,^  K^po- 
koii^had  given  ^no^regular  birders,  for  retreat';  be 
ariasiamdioiaa'that  our  defevt  should  ha;ve  ao'fore- 
runner,  Imt  thatit  should  proclaim  iteelf,  and  take 
:cnsr  allies  andlheir  minister  by  surprise,  and  that„ 
Italng:  advantage  of  their  first  astanvdunent^  it 
imifht  h^'  abie  to*p«Bg  throvigfa  dioise  nations  befoi*^ 
they  omU  %e  prefmred  io  join  the  Rnsssans 
«id 'ovetpo  wtr  ua.' 

«  ^Thiii<'<#aB'tlfeieasenwhyLithuaman«,r  foMign- 
'€taij:4Baid^feryioiie'  ft  Wihra,  euffi  rti»  th^niaister 
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himselfi  hiid  been  deceived.  Th^y  did  not  bdevft^ 
our  disaster  until  they  saw  it;  and  in  tftrart,  Aieil^ 
most  superstitious  belief  in  the  infelfiMltty  of  tiM 
genius  of  Napoleon  was  of  use  to  him  againt  fekf 
allie3.  But  the  same  confidence  hiA  htuMVai^ 
own  officers  in  a  profound  security :  at  fl%ia,  tt^ 
well  as  at  Moscow,  not  one  of  them  waiT  pM]|l»i«ft 
for  a  movement  of  any  description. 

XHis  city  contained  a  large  propbirt^n  of^'M 
ba^age  of  the  army,  and  of  its  tfeasore,4til'|iMM^' 
sions,  a  crowd  of  enormous  wagfgons;  loktiHi  llMi 
theBmperor's  equipage,  a  quantity  df  itttiHcttfiW 
a  great  number  of  wounded  into.  ihittttwUwi 
come  upon  them  like  an  unexpecte^ifCdittf/aiiiiMl 
like  a  thtmderbolt.  Some  were  teii^'Ittil 
thrown  into  confusion,  while  cotfstcMktSoiflKpl 
others  motionless.  Orders,  men;  iidtd^^,  itid  eftf^ 
riages,  were  running  about  in  sdl'VIird^ddi^;^ttW^ 
eing  and  overturning  eiBtcH  other:  *  '  *  '*"  '^^'^ 
.  In  the  midst  of  this  tumtilt,  AbmA  i)f  lAiNsMfe^ 
manders  had  poshed  forward  dtit  'of ' i!K8  ^i 
towards  Kowno,  with  every  thing  ttfeyido^tM^ 
trive  to  carry  with  them;  but  tft  tft«  diJuili^ 
a  league  from  the  latter  pkce,  tUisilf^  M 
frightened  column  had  encountered' 'Wt^'hd|H 
and  the  defile  of  Ponari. '      "     '     ^-'^^-^^^^  ^^ 

During  our  conqiiering  taaf^h,  thflj'*iMoflJ'*i^ 
lock  had  only  appeared  to  otir  ihi^lfoi^'^  ftMflf- 
nate  accident  of  the  groutid,  ff olii^^fiffiKiaiey 
disepver  the  whole  plain  of  Wil^ii;'!^^  tfyUBiV^i^ 
vfey  of  their  enemies..  ;  Ma|4iV/i«ft*^'t<«ip^t 
short  declination  had  scarcgjt^  li^tffttWMW. 


(   3^a  ) 

Qiwng^^fi^y^lax;  reH^eat  it  woi:(ld  haye  p^ei^fnte^ 
an  excpHent  portion  for  turning  round  and  3.t6p- 
piilg  the  eneoby  i  but  in  a  dii^o^derly  flight,  where 
Qy«ry  ttiiog  t^tt.niight  be  of  service  hecame  in- 
jpnopv  whore,  in  our  precipitation  and  (Usorder/ 
every  thif g  wa9.  turned  against  ourselveB,  this 
)|iU  .aoid  its  defile,  became  an  insufpiounts^ble 
obstacle,  a  wall  of  ice,  against  which  all  our  ef-1^ 
J9jr|s  .werc^  po.werless.  It  detained  every  thjjog/ 
bf^fgl^^.tr.eaaure»  and  wounded.  TM  evil  Was 
9i|ppieatly  great  in  this  long  series  of  disasters  to 
fwpaa  epoch. 

;  .lieKt  iQi  fb^^  it  w^  that  money,  honoui',  and' 
ffc^  .rei^aw£i  of  discipline  axid  strength  were 
ffHPplf^Ly  IpsU  After  fifteen  hours  of  uselie^ 
9/pM|t^  whw  th^  drivers  and  the  soldiers  of  the  es- 
Q^  iaw  t]()e  Kijipg,pf  Naples  ^d  the  whole  columii 
ofiiigitjjrea  pa99ii?g.tbe9i  by  the  side  of  the  moun- 
tain; when  turning  th^ir  eyes  at  the  noise  of'thd 
CfHmpn  apd  muaqujetryi  which  >vas  coming  fearer 
t^Mffi  eif?ryinstant»  th^y  ^a\^  Ney  himself  retreat- 
iDg^withth^Q  thoufl^d  inei^  (the  remains  of  t)b. 
WiJ^^'3  CQ^p9  a,nd  Loison's ,  diyiBion)  ;  whien  at 
)^  timing,  ti^eir  eyes  back  to  thetnselves,  they 
flf^  thje:hi|]  completely  covered,  with  cantioti 
and  carriages,  broken  or  overturned,  mea  and 
]lor«^  JT^ep :  ^o  the  ground,  and  expiriil^  '6tr6 
Vffrn  the  ,other|i-Tthen  it  was,  they  gaVe  up*  all 
(idf^^of  sftiWff.^^y  tl^iq^y  and  determined  only  to 
antifip^te  th^  epem^  by  plundering  themselves. 
;..  K)i)€|,pf!,the  coveyred  .^aggons  of  treasure^  whi^ 
}^^f9% fim^.Qi its^\(^  served  as  a  signal;  every  one 


•lQllte4?rteitb8h^lkets>^  liie^i  ivftbe3iaBie$atUy 
ihnBk^th'Mi^  the  mpst  '^alaaUe^eftctsdtbkesidiBii 
<tlmiDb .  ((Tke  i$«ldiersio£p|iliQ  ceaf tsgnasiA; iitoU  tme 
' jiafiiiMig <at.<  the  ? tidte  erf  it Ue  4is€ardfir/iiii3e#  lamy 
their  arms  to  join  in  the  plunder;  theysaiMiB^V) 
eagerly  engaged  in  it,  as  neither  to  hear  nor  to 
pay  attention  to  the  whistHiig  of  the  balls  and  the 
howling  of  the  Gossadcs  in  pursuit  of  them. 

It  is  even  said  t^b  ith^- Cossacks  got  mixed 
among  them  without  being  observed.  For  some 
^Wjwtesi :  Fr^Mi  and  Tartariij ,  inm^^i^Ai^ 
yf^l^fio^S^n^^d  in  the  mm^  gfwdmftiis4Lfim»di 
^  !l^ttspriaM>  £prg0tt«ig  tfory .Weffi'i^t^iqafi  mf 
$«/eiH  pii^ging  togi^th«r  the.;^Kie  jsltt^tusbitomi^ 
gpwk     Tea  ]a3LiUioits*^f,^^Mi^/)a^Qt!^  jIMk^ 

t.  Bu£'amid9Mll  thesiiilMrr^fk  them  iW9»  a^ 
jw^et  rof  devotion*  Sarte*  ,tb«U  ^iw  iwkfljsrf>i# 
4pBed  cyjery  thibgr:  im  ny»jmm^(intAfft^ 
wqun4e4»;by  Q(«*QyMg  tJb^miim>th^h(Sl^ 
f^^ml  QtjMr$,  b^g  «fiiri>te.  .10  ^'eifefeiiiatorABat 
^frf^jseH  cKmii^f^jifiYMa.tiiift'SiA^bljrt  kit^km 
I}¥Q8  w  defe»cb^, thMtt  bam  thf^^utJi^tiuli 
cfOHBtr^mepj  b»4  tife  faloiwdiof >tiNeMr  ewli)%»^^ii 

^ffi^er.  of  tbe  BmpemMr,>£)oltoeliiliejC}9Wtgdbkffoi 
$fl»t)e>  repulsedr  tbie^  Qossafikai  te<l  iin^^ilfemegflf 
^e|c  fcFie^  of  rage!  and ^.llusir«ftf^')bauc^i8t(^b^ 
1911^0  tlieir  eye^  itbdif^iY^t^.  4natemirdfvlfai>fii 
j^pn  :to[  tt^  %gmirdB  wkom>ihifi)  ii6iuid>'Hlk^  kk 
f^ff^.  ;Xb#8e  br^ve  imen^<fightittgrwiitb>)QB)«tM^» 
fi^  Q9llf^ting  tl^/spoiUipf  th^u^ad^l^th^ 
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nuds^  vhen  tiuoy  taeoi.  tkuk^of  •  all  -  daager;  ^Mob 
JMD  fidthfuUy  sresterad  •  tke  <  dep6t  i«4i]cii  thad  totn 
entitusted  t3Q.hii04    Met  a  su^eipieeecifjttoaey 

•  ..•.:•:  .  -"'('■' 

I  •  .  1  -  '     ■  ■  »■!./•'>' 

'■■•■•■'■      -  CHAP.  IV.'     ■ ■  -•  ■■'     • 

^  )THts  catattropbe  at  Pmi»ri  was  ^tfate^  tWMte 
^bnueful,  a»4t  WM  6W«f  tofotwee,  asd'C^Wadly 
tuwjr  to  pt^tettt  ]»;  for  tbe  hill  0ovM  ha^i^  lAtitto 
tamd  'b^*  its  *«def(.  ^  -Ther  {iEis^fmCTte-M4i&h>  we 
dbanioned/  bMirmwy  -wwe  at  teadt  ^  some  uti^^ 
arresting  the  pursuit  of  the  Cossacks/  Wftflte 
'these  were  htmy  ia  ^oaHMthofg  their  prey>  Neyl  at 
th».lKead  of  a  few  hundred  tFfenoh  and  Bai^tfriab^, 
auppovtedJthe  retreat' as  fair  as  £v^.  •  As  this  was 
hiB  last' effort,  we  must  not  cmifi  tAie  deseripitioti'tff 
fabimediod  ef  retveat,  wftsch  he  had  (Miow^  eter 
sta(te>he  I^db  Wiesaia,  on  the  3d  of  Nevembe^^ 
doling  thktP^^^ev^n  days  sad '  th|rty^sen»i  nightiBi 
Every  day*  at  5  o'eli^ek  in  tte  evenki^i  he'toork 
htt*>piOMlMo;  stopped  >the  Ruanans*  allowed' 4us 
sokUesatoieat  aadtake  some  ttstj  and  resumed 
lus  march  at  dd'O^^cloek.  Dariog  die  whole  of  fhe 
Higbt*  he  pushed^  the  mais  of  the  stragglers  belfiMi 
hiqi  by  dint  of -orie^  ef  eatmaties^.and  of  btovMH 
At  ds^hrehhi  whieh  was  abo^t  7  Vtloi^k^^h^ 
baked/  agahi*  took  positrai,  and  rested  ^fdef 
imtnif  sad:  on  ^uard  until  10.  o'clock ;  'the^hdtny 
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ta.figbt  i}«ki)  the  e^eaiigi  gUAiiig  M  mock  Of « 
little  ground. in  th^  v^ar  m  potfibfe.  Tlntdi^ 
liendedat  first  on  t)ieg^iienLor4«r  ^f  maiofakttdi 
at  a  later  period  upoB  circumfitattoed*  1:^ 

For  a  long  time  iim  rtar-guard  did  Mt  m^. 
of  more  tlian  two  thousandpi  thetk  of  oa^frtk^ 
saad*  afterwards  about  five  hundaredj  aad  #«|f > 
oC  sixty  men;  ai^iye^Bvitth^r^jeMitiidw^^ 
or  fHML  mere  roataaier  made  no  cdwigP  tf^#m 
sbniotioM.  Tbeae  wc^  alvwf^  .addrj^fPff^^n^t 
commander  of  a  coffia  ^of  *t)iH^/4$pia  ;ttKnii9#. 
men ;  in:  them  ke  cpoUsf  detailedr  all  r^^^tffmt 
poaitionB  which  weae  ta  he  takeavp.^ii^  gwMl 
natil  the  next  day,  by  if^MUtipm^^Mdj^^^^ 
wluudi  no  longer  existed. .  4^Ud  ervfy  iiigftW^iP^ 
i»  cfmaeqaenf^e  of  IfeyVint^pefH^^wfiiaMl^ 
obliged  to  go  and  awake  IJb^  i^Ag^^C^ff^ 
C9s^l  hha  to.reaii«e  hia  marf bf/^e  it^ftffisd)^ 
Mwaae . aatoniahnaent^  -  <   :  •       -r^  -^  -'^r  v^y^Art  x-'S' 

lo  tbta  manner  did  M«y  fiuppM^  i^itn^ 
from  Wiazma  to  E?i^  fi^nil  2L.f&ft  vmnftM  k^pHS^' 
Tbevp,  aooordiag  to-  Ins  UAual.^^oaliwi^  k^ild' 
stopped  the  Russians^  and  was  giytM^fffi^*^ 
hoturs  of  the  night  to  rest,  whe^i  4Mu|rtlw  f  «)ff!^ 
he  and  DeWredp  peroeive4  th«t  ijii^rl^i^S^ 
left  alone.  Their  soldiers  fca4.dmeis|«4  i^tM* 
well  as  their  anypsft,  whiidv^tbc^y^s^iir^^Jpili^ 
piled  together  ol^se.toiheir  eAH|«dgR^t4M'^?kt.n 

Fortunately  the  ittteiwi^oCiAM^ 
just  eompleted  the  diseonrftge^fvattf f  ^VTvp^^ 

l|ad  b^utabed  our  enemies.    ;fih9rWr9t^<'i^ 
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bffihd  of  AigitiftA;  a  ftwCoMackg  cbftMd^  tbem 
beftnrethem,  witlH>ot  tttemptitig  either  totAeM 
t^  kill  them ;  titiiet  from  Mm|>aBsioii^  fdr  iitie  g«it9 
tired  of  every  thing  in  tirne^  or  that  the  ^mm^ 
lAkf  of  oor  misery  bad  tenified  eveti  thil  Riis* 
sites  thMnsdves,  ted  ^ey  befieved  '^mselted 
sn^iently  revenged^  for  mafiy  of  them  behavMI 
g6di^r$iisty{  or,iiimny,  ^atthey  wiere  satiatiid  ^i* 
ov»Mbd«d  with  booty.  It  mi^t  be  «li0,  Itut  im 
thl^^rkness,  they  did  net  i^fceive  that  they  hsril 
cMyto  4o  with  mianned  mem.'  ' 

*  Winter,  that  terrible  a!!^  of  l&eMusitovitwj 
bad  sokl  thiBfrn!  his  assistanee  dearly.  Their  dis^ 
oitAist  pursued  oxtt  disorder.  W^  often  saw  pri^ 
sotaet^  i^ho  had  escaped  sever^  times  from  their 
ff&iitjs  hands  and  1o6ks«  They  had  at  first  mardhed 
ih  ttir  middle  of  Iheir  stfraggling  oolattin  wittkMit 
bfekg  notiedd  by  it.  Th^e  were  some  of  i^m, 
who,  taking  advantage  of  a  fatonvable  ttomefit, 
ifMtttfurid  to  attadk  tfaeitus^n  soldiers  when  iso* 
kMed,  and  irtrip  them  of  their  provii^ns,  theif 
ifirifortnii,  ted  even  their  armid,  with  whieh-  tbey 
cbpvered  themselves.  tJnder  this  disguise,  they 
mingled  wtth  thiir  conquerors)  and  sueh  was  tbk 
dIddfgcyBisKaQon,  ilie  dtnpiA  carelessness,  and  tlMf 
iMAnbbebb  vBtt6  vMdtk  their  army  had  fallen,  thM 
tl^se  ^§oners  marched  for  a  whole  month  in  ih)t 
midst 'Of' tbeth  Without  being  reoogalied.  'The 
]lmhiy«d^ted>twtety  thonmiMA  mfin  of  KwHtsoTs 
aftoy^'^WM^e  '  tbett  reduoed  to  thirty-ive  thM^ 
satid^    <)#Mrittgi&nstein^  fifty  thousand,  sewceiy 


C   »»t   ) 

tkucA  itotoPBnd  yemaiWBd;  WiliOft  >ftsBirt^' tint 
o#«l  reittiirceniaift  ofc^  tlMitttaidaiettvJ«^D0>liraMt 
lte>  llMlenor  of  RusMa^  witk  tAl'iiiM  prMilfitid&» 
Vfaielp^y  kBo#hMr  to  tfdc*  i^;itte8t(tfaer;i»tet»#^ 
Mli]Mtt«rtlian  tovcatecia  fertndred^rrhred  at-WUtta^ 
But  a  h«a(|  of  a  <»lamo  wtfs  c^itesaffioi^itil^triabii 
«kir'4isanked  AoMien.  Ultff  altempt^  liii'  ^akr M 
MI^  ft  ftw  orthem,luid'h6^ivti&ba4ihitb«Myb4j«iBk 
tiiaost  the  <Mily  Ode  'ftiMit  ooannMidf  ^UkdvlNMSHr 
«l«yed  in  th6  louti  tt^a^  now  oompAleA'J««[4bi^ 

II«  «rriTed  along  with  it ««  Wimvflt^\r%iti^^t^ 
lll*1«dt<to#ii<of<theiR«86taii*4!ttit)i«^'  Vhitff/^ 
flMf  13lh^^f  Deoe«kbe#,  «ftep  mdlAMii^ 'fol^f^i&i 
cH^  iutid«r« -ten1b]«  yvke;  tII(ey<on«61lM»i««iid& 
ni«igbt of « fnenffljrcoan&iy.-  •  Iii6tt!M^,%fEidMttl 
halting  or  kioking^  hi^dtid  tliefti'4h^gi!^r'^|U(R 
phMged  into,  aiidfdiBj^eiriidi  flt6in«^^<hit.'=lHS 
i%(]i«0ts  of  PrwsUui  PoittMr  i>Thifei«>>#iBi«sidlA«; 
litfiTQfrar.^ho,  on- their 'fiiirriTil'«ii^|]feB<b{«^ 
or^e'Nfemen,  •turfi^  rbtiiia^  >' TKe)^;  iHMki^tef 
4N«ll'^  Itt^l  lOQik'tt]^  fhai  land'tilfqiatflbiHII'thltt 
whi«h tilefyhAd  e86«{>6d,  whciflt HHif^SkiaB^tlAk 
Mfr«s  oa  tbe««tiM^spot,i'Wh^nci^,'fiv#«tttfth8  )plH$L 
i44u8lyi  their  coiitta«40-'e^K^tMd<^>teieri^>Oia^ 
1il»brioQB«ghti  It  k  siid  Aat^VmB^1»i»^*^^ 
Hietr  e^,  and-^ibat  lite^  t^teH^'elEiiUfifflifi^tt^ 

9iAi«fc'iMJd  dida.{i|^^iiu<6d^^0M^ci!fe  ^im§  im^m 
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a«eme4':W'^m:tlken'  to  be  motammqiMiolMsd^ 
MMfiog  iiilb  a^d  ¥ftUte9(of  wen^  aodilMiMftl  i  Wit^ 
bold  tlie#e  *  s»rtie  vaUiw/from  ^bi»li»  uMteit  i^ 
nyfiofa  btttnmg  tuii,  poured  forth  tiie^tbJtee^lOtf 9* 
cohitiMs  o£  dntgooDs  and  cuiraamrs,  res^oiiUaig 
tbme  riv«f0  of  glittering,  iroii  aad  bijaas*:  AoA 
a*v«  vian^  arma^  eaglea,  hiMmcia,  tlio.wii^ita9U& 
Md'oireA  this  frontier  rivor»  whicb  jtlie^  vb%ik 
W>Med  i^ptete  with  ardh^w  aodvhap^/tidJi.bmilft 
^HPppeMtd,  The  JVieiiiei)  is  opw  oqI^  AytwfB 
.  maaa  of  flakea  of  ice,  caught  and  chained  tp»  eafib 
olliVC!  by  tba.  iiaeipiifie^  sQ^ftty..  ot  tha^jffia^r. 
bet^lrii  <3f  tber.th]^.  F]?c»ch,bnd8«a%:bi«»9bil 
from  a  diataooe  of  five  bua4red  Jeagi|fN(«.  smil 
t|»ovB' aerow.  it  with  such  audiickHifi .  .prowph 
fitniifl^Ta^KWiaai  bridge. i^iajtqne  stavdiing)  Fm 
fift^jTyt  ia  the  isoom,  qfjtlwe  iawawraWe  wftw 
i;i(irs,.of.t)peix  few  liiundi^  thpAwaiid  oomrndfllf 
^bf^haA  b^eii.W:ofteBir:^if  p»rti^^  i^^  viqd^t 
«f^,!vifbp  .J»a4:flfl>rfiq^/for,W«fd!/vi^  Woh-O^^^iod 
Ij^^rtinta  the  temtocy.ofi  RiMMHa»  theyj»{ci¥.i$p%i 
lOg^fram  t^eae  tpate  #)d  j^san .  deaerlsj  9fi\l^i% 
t)HHf sand  infaatfy  aad  hor&ewen  ;stiU  undtr  Afm^ 
nine  ^eannan>  and  t?;r^ty  tb^Mmv^  mi^ecaMe 
W7.e(cba«f^re^d  wit^jrags^i  wMb  do^nfia^trlMkSf 
frpWoY'Ayw>.  ?^hy  foiJivid  isomfln^im^f^ms 

aiience  the  narrow  passage  of  the  bridge,  w|ii^ 
iRflpitesflf  >*MWr.'^Wrtl  Vm^^i  mm^l^^^f^^^t  to 
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wh%  naay  ot  diesis  ranwmjf s  wucr  seetaidta  :iite 
had  juBt  jwMid  it«"  . 

by  «.ftiwi>fficefs»  generafabon  foot, i(li«pentd^aiiA 
Mtfeont  ^aojr  attenilmits;  fiMliy,  %( fiMr .4iiiiAnlfl 
flwa  of  lite  old  01131:4*  ttiU  «w^»  ANrwe  iterMi- 
mains;  they  alone  represented  it  -  m.lj   «:<j 

Or  gathen  I  skmUt  aty^  it  atia'.hrrnihri  a^m" 
plBbelf  and  eotifely  ia  AteebiA  tiey..lt<Smma^ 
alUea  1-  eneaaiea^!  •  iaa%  1  iMNriBS  ]wa»  .tastioMairt 
kt  aa  pay  the  Imuafd  irfnakriB^dlia^itditleyaBiih 
arory  af  an  unfoirtanale  iMiQt^stbaibQtaitall/te 
aufficiant.  *'n  i      .  *  t  .ii-oii 

All  men  %iiig,  and  If  iTrat  hitoaaKititBafafvl^ 

Kowno  aa  far  iad»dcN)e.Wiltef£oattipa^ 

willidfe^  the  order  to  W93kf  ^  Viiml^ifu^mAm 

^fueatly  decided  on  <9ittmbt*acto-2.»]!iaif'4hm('.«»' 

tared  Kowno*  aaoNnfMni^d-fonly^jJKy  hi^MdM-da^ 

oattp»  lor  ail  besides^  had^|9«KQ.jyragi[(i  <H^  AtHap 

around  him«     From  the  time  of  leaving  MMinPlf 

lUa  was  the  fauath  foat^gafirdti^ydlMl  ^t^ 

«rorn  oat  and  adted  iav  faiit  >^ndibdAt^>f!9ft- 

tar  and  iamioe,  atitt  awra^  ti|a»:)fthaixl^MM^ 

had^deMroyad  ttem*    Bat ^<hl^  6Mtrtl^<tieK&l^^ 

matned  alone  befo«e.rtbo;4]iaiii|b>*«dnat^/iai- 

ahidDan>  he  aaagilt  lar  a^fifith^reai^gmfll.  ^cu^^^d  ^a 

.    i4tKorwnoifieiaEiafstel<foaiid^iOQfa^^ 

tillery,  tfaiw<h«ttdrad/Gariatofl(f(^ji^»9^|ti 

famaoni,  and  :Geaeml,Maffeha^iiftt|^#i8iilnm- 

drad  men ;  of  these' M  teKHi(4h^t«M)||i«i4*  ^^ 
first  walked  over  the  town  to  reconnoitre  its  posi* 
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deavounng  in  tears  to  follow  our  retvett;  ¥ot  liito 
«igfatli  time  sincpe  we  left  Mosoovr,  we^ert  obliged 
io  abtndon  these  at  himw  in  tliatr  fao^iiale,  tfs 
tliey  had 'been  abandoned  singly  Jalong  the^Whole 
mar<A»  tm  all  our  fields  of  battle/  and  afc  all  mr 


•  fietevlLl  IliiiiiaaBdBoidaemteoeerfed  dia-madtet- 
pkoa  'Wtd'ther neighbdajingatieets;  bittthey^ete 
JbsUL»mAtiMbcfiimitbewmj^^  vrhtoh 

'  Aey^liad  'bmke  .^ptai,^  4Bid»  wImw  tibay  dnaak  the 
:€Up  of  dealdi,  "Mhich  they  iifiMOdwu  tagive/them 
frerii  Ufe.  Iliese  were  the  only  suceoma  wfaiidi 
iAamt  liad:l0ft!him ;  Ney  £>und.hiBi8elf  left  alone 
'te&a«ria»'ii«Miteflen<UntKlMd  fon^^  At 

Kewno»  theisaktie  fti  wfua  tte  dibaetevs  of  Wiann» 
«0Sittdleiisk,  of  tiieBereflida^md'ofMWilna,  it  was 
«D  hiib  that  tile  hmionv^if lour  arma  andalLtbe 
lytwl  of  the  last  atept^  onr  retreat  vmre  again 

'  *Oni«he  i4A,  at 'day'^tmak,  dbe  lUiesiafia  cott- 
mcnced  ithek^  amadc.  One  o^  their  cdaans  made 
a>%tMy advance  fttMn  the  Wihiatnad,  while  ano- 
ther'omasedllie  NieaMh  on  theiieeahove  tfe 
Ittwii/ landed  on  tba'PraaMoi  ieivitoty^  and  proud 
of  being  theiflrM  to  otosa  its  ih»n<»er>  manhftd 
4«  Ate.Mdg&'Of'ilowno,  «o  ekae  diatoollitapon 
4fe)r/«iidicDtbfiletttl»f  eu«  €tf>l<i0vdtieat^ 
'i^'Vhtt'irai^Ati^tWai.beatd  at  the  Witea gate ; 
^y  kfr^HMien  with  ar  vikvt^  drive  away  Pih- 


% 

i—MinhiiUifn  ilrwih)  i|iliiti1j  MJ-Hirt  iMfe  itf» 
tiferyttea  had  fled!  Enraged,  Jy'iJwwa 'tit* 
wwdi  •«d«)evMiD9  ki»awoR^  wilflifcf  ifll^ 
thtfiMmct^mkko  oimtumiikA  thm/lMd^it  ■trhedrf 
te  4it-  aide-d«4:aiiftp»  wte  wgrdtdfiolMhii  MWI^ 
•DdtMhlfed.tlMarniisenbteJbUow  WmaiMAmi^ 

piMid  Mttftitaiaati  Hj^iaittfivitlikiKiiMil  HiMlMRH 
httiidied  ffliiniiiiM  »f  ilHiiBiiiiimLi  Doiiwyb  liiyiP 
aii^  4Btea«M|tkl:CiiAm»  luMl-riii  <lwMka^iM»M4|ia 
liiliHibifg,  utM  j«at«tett«it»iifid0llMHtt  tiMMdMM 
t«  Ibe,  irlMMi' ftiRuHdaii  dMUMW^iiifliqjiftMliii  Hm^ 
[liMtilfa ,  MM«  «id  bwte4lMi<liHli  >^«Mili  wUdtr 
i—riiwg  «Awn  Be '4ilU^  iMid-<«tthia»  IkdUllMl' 
IqwilXitn.  tndhig  tMaffcifc  afcuplil  i^^nli«<ir»fcitirf* 
cMttjF  dNMv  amtkoM  pi>»<>iniiiA4lt>iririril  KihilfciiH 
bbiatelw  tnofk  1^mi»d>mt«ite#it  ^fyMfal^ 
his  wUmm  wei>«afct)lmi^  Hiii  lid?iiHiutfdla«|WW 
0Me«hMw.^diw«<tlMir  teiaij  ■iriiiiiiiii  MMvitRfi 
y<y,aiwBidau»d  hy  -dty  li  iliiw  <p  toi  iii  i jhii 
aelf nor fanfoM.  jytor^aiinfflwliHiwiatwirtfcMii 

statt  loftdMlt  hacamff'titwr  inM  a  oaiMHio#vildki4* 
atd'^tHjt  JOiJy  iwr  otbegf  iMptffiKai%  ikmmmi^/mtt 
thtittaaniMn  <Hift4Mid«oil|r«t*f^«d4kMMiikfliiUi^ 
tMM  ^  bii- arlillic|niMit  MiniiedliMin  u^aipilf 


'      .•■'» 
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*tlMi»flW>cbriiig  fMrtvani  tw«  dr  Arae  li§lft  fieeel^ 

mi  'io«  Uudtmd'  io^Umi>  tke  <«ly  bumUm 

vliieh  wwwiattt     -     . 

But  at.tjtot  jMo^eat  the  wcoDd  attadL«f  iIm>' 
^^iiiWfr  {sDimaenced  oa  the^ther  aide  «tf  th« 
I$Pjl(^gA^..aDd.>oaBi'-tfae  brklge  of  Kom^do;  it^-liraf  > 
MMP  to]£4pwt  ^Q. o'clock,    Seyaeot  Macofaaiid'' 
and  bis  four  huadred  men  forward  to  retake^fuid 
tiWr»ifc»tp<n»y».   JWitoihiwitf,  /itaJthwrtrgiyHtg 
«49b$«di»qintlia9  \ttMmtif>iutbet>M  to  «bat  was,* 
ilMii9>il»  iMMcai^  Ji»  haiji  on  %h^  at  ide  iMsd  j 
«lCiM»  -lMiiy>aeiv  WKt-flUMOinad  himsetf  :i^^ 
nil^stl/tWiiWUBatgale..  Hatben  trfretied  tlif' 
tMtRiaad;  gfOMoA  t|ie  NiniiAiir  oonrtaatfy.^^  I 
i9$i  i|Mli»NPg>  tet(  oAiMC  flyiag;  marching .  after « 
aDfllie0tiwr«»,altfqp«stiiig.to  the- last  ummnu  thei 
iMMftniitf  0Bii(Mr»8«  ip<il  forilie  hwadxedth,  tiow 
iMitg)ib*laal>iiDHrl9»4lay»  anA  ^^ 
hkilifemrf  JihontyJ^  jaapiwiy  to,flave.a  foar  nwM 
riffilnlirii    BiMllgr  hfi  linn  riir  ln|t  rf  thr  jrnn  i 
t«paiii*ifpi(tt«d  tliHk^ital  IUMia,eKhibU^ 
ll»liiorid  MbimpHmam  <d  foitBB»ttffainit|^reat^  • 
axmlgjbumdpNWBBffih^t  wiUi  hffNoea  «pary  thihg 
tnnitnigiif)iy»jaw<tt  the  gaeateat  dkarters; 
-  ."itiaraatflii^jB^atook  at  mg^  what  he  leadi^  > 
t|»:igJlie4jbMk^  .Tha^itwasi  that  seeiiig.  the  ^ 
dap^iaiMkaf  tlMaataatcopbet  Macehanid  repuifBed.- 
tftillia  t  ntrnmr  jatfUfca^fawtfyw^aad  the  Mad«f  Tfl4.  i 
jawwririrfc-  ^nImcII-  AImi*  had.  taken,  oooiipielaigf;  ^ 
ofMid  wiik  .•.that>eaeaqf-a  traq^  he.  dastad  .otf ^ 
tf  »thai  ipght^  :pliuig»di  into,  the  .«ood8,.:4akUdi8qf>^:' 
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CHAP.  V. 

WmsN  Mhirat  readied  GHmbtaneD,  lie  was  €x« 
teedittgiy  surprised  to  find  Ney  >alfeftdy  thoe^ 
aaid  to  find,  that  since  it  liad  ieft  sWad,  'dii 
army  was  ntarefaing  witheat  a  naivgawd.  Ah> 
iunately,  the  pursuit  of  the  RoMiau,  aAei»  Aay 
had  Teconqaered  their  own  temteiy^  ^a»  idaA^ 
ened.  lHhej  seemed  to  hesitate  on  4t»  'Bnaaut 
fltmtier,  not  knowing  whether  4hi6f  ahoold  ^entar 
it  as  allies  or  as  enemies.  Mraut  took^advaataigs 
of  their  uncertainly  to  halt  a  few  *d»frB  -^ 
binnen^,  and  to  direct  the  reitaaSnd  of  ti 
corps  to  the  towns  on  the^bordew  vttibe  ¥ifltBhut 

Previous  to  this  dialocatien  eif  Ttfie-«rflajr»  bmMm 
sembled  tiie  commandeih  of  it»  I  kB»w«SMi4lli«t 
ettl  genius  it  Was  ihat  insfHvedi  Uofr.  at^'lhis 
eoaneii*  One  woold  iain  htKew  tba*?at  istitilhf 
endMtrrasBiiieit  lie  felf  ttefi»#e  A^mrnmnit^m*^ 
his  precipitate  flight,  and  h^^Ki  tagaaasl/  iki^  aai^ 
peror,  wbo  had  teft  haiimiA^^mpmmkmfM 
it ;  or  It  might  he  ahaoie  at  ap^eariHg^  ag»iA«rflttir 
quitted,  in  the  oudst  of  the  nMiiaip,wihovU>ltt 
victories  had  most  oppreaked;  bufc^a^-hw  lnng\mgi 
bore  a  much  move  mieobiewii9  ■ehoialfttiCKi^^^ihMli 
hta  sabseqaent  actioBi  ditl  otft^  btily^  ilwl  M^thaf 
were  Ae>  ftrat  ■  symptoais  ^  >bis  d<rfhclkmi<haitnlf 
toust  not 'pass  them  6varin;ail$aoa«/^  tl  '  I'-.-ii  «u<^ 
/This  waifior,  -^ho  had  beea  <alyv«twi.itia'^llw 
throne  solely  by  the  right  <>(  "mttoTy.  ,ti»m0^ 
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Uxmti  (^099^^*    Vnm  tlfi  ftrsit  0i«pt  ^9  took 

upoo  vMqwifij^  territory,  be  fancied  jbe  feU 
U  «v^ywber^  tremtiliiig  iwd^r  his  feet,  and  thfi.t 
bit  ffrown  wa^  tottering  on  hi8  hes^i.  A  thp^saod 
tmmn  4nm9  ^  c^mpaigp,  he  ii^d  escpof tid  him- 
«^to|i|epeatf«t daggers;  bvtthe^iitbo^Militwg^ 
had  flhewQ  as  little  fear  of  death  as  Iflsie  maaiiMi 
wldi^r  of  tliie  van-f^vard,  could  not  b^ar;^^.ap^ 
pNtigpirinn  ^  Uviiig  mtJtout  a  crpwit,  Behold 
Iriw  tbtn,  in  ^  atidat  of  the  ^ofomftHfleoi,  whmi 
hia'toitfier  haA  placfd  under  iua  d«ite«tioi\,  9ifP¥fj 
mikg:il»t  %r9tfa«tVMDiihit)cki]«  Mrhkbihi^  hM^flhimd^ 
io  ofdor  to  free  liMiaelf  fwm  the  gQppajiwWitjjf 
nfctoh  its  g>:»feififia>ioa  hgd  iavjobrod. 

Ha  dd^umed^  "^  th«t  it  was  no  kmger  posuMe 
te  Mpve  ^eb  «  madoMa  I  that  there  ira«:  oo 
iliirty  IB  sappqrtipg  hia  muse;  that  no  io(»ttrch 
«a  jBuwpe  cwyid  no^  filaqe  any  nJiaupe  on  hia 
%n^,  cur  m  timAiea  con^tud^d  with  faioi'.  He 
hitikM^  waa  in  desf^aiv  far 'having  rejepted  tbo 
^pMitMH  ^  the  'Bugttah;  had  tt  nat  l^oaa imr 
thftt^  h»  w<yi4d^stS)  he  a  gvwt  montfoh^'  aocih  as 
tii6  fiaiparcw  ^f  Aaatriat  amd  the  King  of  S^nisaia/r 

0«nMiat  ahrtf^ir  cut  him  abart.  "  ThelCing 
«f  Braaaia,iAie  £in|M»or  of  Awtcutr-mid  hetp 
hm  '^'  ara  aaMareha  hy  dia  ffMie  of  God,  of 
tfaohe^  add  the  auatom  of  nationa*  Bataatoyom 
you  are  only  a  king  by  the  gtwe^of  NafKikon^  said 
•f 4hebloQd  of  Arachmeii);  y^  eaoaaA  va«»ia  m 
but  through  Napoteooi  aad  by  ooafaMnngtiiiittd 
to  *Fiteee«  You  ate  laA'aiMray  by  the  Irlache^t in- 
friititiider^    And  he  decided  to  him'thwfc  ha 
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would  immediately  denounce  his  treatfcety 
Emperor ;  the  other  mar^Is  reihanitid 
They  made  alloxvarice  for  the  violfeoee  of  <he 
king's  grief,  and  attributed  solely  to  hi*  iticoini-' 
derate  heat,  the  expressions  which  tiie  hfttred  comI 
suspicious  character  of  Davousk  had  btft  too  cidaiiy 
(bmprehetided. 

-  •  M^i^t  was  put  entitely  out  of  countecMhde;  te* 

felt  himself  ^ifty .    TMs  first  spark  «f  tt^acbeff, 

'^ick  at  a  later  pelriod  wte  deetiiuiift'  \x>-t^ 

Prance,  ^as  then  stiffed.    It  is  w^ 'ftgMJtoHiit 

history  commemorsltes  it,'' as  te^e»XBism4»tkmii^ 

fbH'one  have  atonleid  for  the  erime.     '    ''    ■    ' 

'  W6  were  sooiT  otAiged-  to  carry' ^^irHitaiftStaiov 

^^otligsberg.  The  grand  army,  whHfttfibr  twMnlty 

yefars,  had  shown  itself  sueces^vi^lriulnfteHk  or 

Ml 'the  capitals  of  Burbpe/fibW^'fer  thii'f&rsniine, 

fe-kppeated  mut9ated,-di«U«k«d,'^^ae«d>fil|$lfivefr>n 

6ne  of  t^ose  whieh  ha^  'bekta?  ftiJbst  ti«ibili»iii% 

its  glory.    Its  pdpuiattett  «0^(^di6d?«iP«tti^ftpa»- 

'Bk^e  to  cdunt  burwouiid6,Maaid<t««E<«^toftt«;|l)ip(the 

^xtetrt  of  bw  (Usaitets,  4hal  bf>'theflhUp«r' »ttey 

bight  verrture"  to  *ntert«dh ;  !<iv«'ti'iWP«4nip«itott 

*to  fleast!  their  gt«edy  look^'widi-  4«ir<Mii»rieMi)1o 

pass  under  the  yoke  oV  '«h^^i%o{A^itaBd'v^Miae 

dragging  bur  misforrtudM  lAiWighl  th«t  bfdat'M 

thefr  odious  joy,  td  mai*di%flddt(tll»Msttfi)kDC«Edde 

weight <tf hatfed cakwhy.      '••■■    ^«'"  iHJi'-^M-iv 

■  -  The  ffefebleifemnMitof  lh€»'-j*hihdvwhiyi#4»«8i 

bend  Under  this  burdefi;    iteiiteldrfw^^dkwMyvrf- 

most  dethroned,  still  exhibited  itself  imposmg ;  it 

preserved  its  royal  air ;  although  vanquished  by 
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the  elemenU^  it  kept  upi  in  the  presence  of  mimi 
it0.victoiiou8  aaid  commanding  attitude. 

On  their  aide,  the  Germans^  either  from  slowr 

* 

new  or  fear,  received  us  docilely ;  their  hatred 
cniy  showed  itself  imder  an  i^pearance  of  cool- 
ness; and  as  they  scarcely  ev^  act  from  them- 
selves^ they  were  obliged  to  relieve  our  miseries 
4iii^.tbe  time  that  Uiey  were  looking  for^^ig- 
nal*  Koaoigehaf  was  sotn  ui^dble.tQ.con^fji 
lhan«  •  WiotoTi  which  had  followed  m  thith^i^ 
drraerted  i^s  .ti^e.alt  at  once;  in  one  night  the 
ihmmmietv.  fell  twenty  ,d^^es. 

This  sudden  change  was  fa^l  to  us.  A^gff^ 
ttttv^berpf  ^9Miere:and  g«;i6rals,  whom  the,  t^ion 
4Df )lha  nfiDMsi^re  had^  hitherto  suppprted,  \pf.f, 
4wiilMi|«A  irri^tiftt^  simk  and  fell  into  decQmitq- 
.sitioQu  £M^,ftke  .pi^e  of  the  wrmy*  fell  a#ft«ri- 
fic09  ijipibcasip^iieigsneml-ins^lnef  of  the^.a^ 

fellowMJbw^ ..  Every  day  ^i^.^very  hp^^  .ow 
eoostena4ttPa.wasi^reas^>yj^e0l)dei|^    ^.^ 

. '  I»  the  mieii  of *this.genei^  inpurni^g,  la  f^^d^ 
i«lorreot30n».4nd  a  letter  irom  Macdona^ ,  vcp^ipri' 
.bdted  t0 epayert /all  .th^fia.sorrqws  i^rdefp^. 
The.  sick  '<y>ttld  i|P  longer  .ch^^ash  the  expept^t^ 
^f  dying  free  ^  Jbe  fiwnd  was^  eitl^,  compelled  y> 
deMrthia/^piiJAg!  &iend>:  the  bpfthfor  his  ^oitl^ 
ortodmP^thefli'in  thf^t^afc^tip^  to  l^ng.  ,  tSirff- 
surrection  was  only  alajrinipg  asi  ^n^^W?t^},^t 

wBtafMiidovm;.  hut  th^  iajtelligence  jtjr^pg^ted 
•iby^lfttQdoaild.was^ecisirffi, , .  .   ;,i; .,.  ..^j,  .,,. 
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CttAP.  Vt. 

Off  the  side  vberti  that  fbeo-slittl  iiatimilMt^ 
ttie  >Mfao!e  of  the  ^At  hkA  beieta  <M^y  n  tra^  iMM 
tfom  Tilsit  H>  Mitt^u,  k  display  df  ftrce  ftvtit  ftl 
mouth  of  the  Aa  t6  Dtiuab^rg,  sto4  Hk^f,  a  IMf 
^e^nsivii  p<)kitioli  in  ih>iit  <tf  RigA ;  tlife«onl|M' 
feiiioti  6f  that  armt  heidg  almont  eatiMify  PntAM, 
Its  position  ahd  Napoleons  orden  «6 IriBedit  ' 

It  was  a  piece  of  gitat  audatity  &  tfab  Btt^ 
tbt  to  entfast  hid  left  winf ,  as  1v«ll  as  hil  t^ 
and  his  retreat,  to  Pt^ssiam  and  AvUstHati.  ^ 
ivas  observe>d,  that  tH  the  Mine  tMIs  he  hit"^ 
pbr^edtHel^dle^throughbutth6^hol««i1liy;'ttM^ 
penbns  thought  that  it  Wdtihl  lMV«  fee«n  ^Mti^ 
aHe  tb  collect  id  mb  p^iintlhe  i/bA  Of  thittffiH 
and  to  havfe  divided  the  hatirMtof  thlfiftrBliP.  IV 
we  crveryWhet^  re^utttfd  jifttiv«%  ai  i!Mltf|)t(IIIH. 
ii6outd,  br  gttideid,  and  i^lt  %lr^  Taiufe  Q^'^bbtl^ 
6lous  knSouf  on  the  tm%  paititii  of  atCteil  AitI 
ilie  Prttssians  and  AufttAtihs;  ft  !t  -  ^Urt>to  tttt 
Ihey  would  ndt  hkiv*  ^I1««^  thMfiielvM  1#  lib 
dispersed.  Oft  the  left,  Maidbiitdd,  ^HthKNtt 
thousand  Bavariaii^,  M^^st^fiiehlly  tftld 'MH> 
ihixed  with  Hrenty>%\^i»  tl<oiK«6d '  f^HiMMs/Hf)- 
^edredsnfitci€fht  to  ^ti^ei^for  th«  IMdr^M  tr«ll» 
"fiil- Hid  fttferfittS*  •         >■,  ■ 

'  In  the  advance  maV^b,  til«i«  Haft  4»iMll«l  Ait 
iMAhing  to  do,  but  to  drive  the  Buat^  ^fiDwe-be- 
fore  them,  and  to  carry  off  some  magazines.   Af< 
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terwirds  there  weie  a  few  skiiriiiishbs  betweeb 
the  Aa  and  Riga.  The  PrassiaBs,  after  a  tather 
wann  affiur,  took  Eckau  from  the  Russittn  Gene- 
ral Lewis ;  after  which  both  sides  remained  quiet 
t$w  twenty  days*  Macdonald  employed  that  titte 
m  takii%  ,pos96Bsk)a  of  Diinaburg,  aod  in.gtttiog 
Iktt  hoafy  artillery  broag^  to  Mittau#  wlqci^ 
W96  necessary  4or  the  siege  at  Riga* 
.  On*  the  inteU^stioe  ei  his  approach^  on  tka  23<tl 
of  August,  the  commander-ia^bief  at  Rigft  madifi 
all  his  troops  surcb  out  of  (he  place  in  tiiree.co^ 
kuAnfti  The  two  weakest  were  to  make  twa  ifdse 
aitaeke ;  the  test  by  pMoeeding  along  the  coast 
e#  the  Baltic  $ea»  and  the  second  divectly  oo 
MittMi^  the  AMp  which  was  the  skrongeftt,  .and 
cemmaaded  by  Lewisj  was  at  the  same  time  to 
iMrite  £eke|y>  drive  beok  the  Prnssiains  as  iar  as 
HiejAarcsraes  4ia4  liteti  end  either  eaptoie^Nr  de^ 
stroy  the  park  of  artillery.  ^ 

Tlie  plan  snceeeded  eedir  as  beyend  the  Aa» 
when  (xMfwertf  supperted  u- 1<^  by  Kleisti  re«i 
pMlMed  Lewis^  dpad  feUowing  the  Russians  closely 
as  hr  w  Bekau,  defbeted  them  there  entirely. 
Lewis  Hed  ib  diaorder  aa  far  ee  the  Dttna,  whish 
iie  re-cn>ssed  by  fbrding  it}  leaving  behied  a  greet 
nnufter  ef  prisoners. 

HSChftrtio  Macdonald  had  been  satiefied.  It  Is 
even  emd,  that  at  Smolensky  Napeleen- thought  of 
elevating  Yorck  to  the  dignity  of  a  marshal  ef  the 
euipise^ttt  the  same  tkne  that  at  Vienoa  he^eaused 
Seb]Mi^€tfAerg  to  ^  named  fieUt-marshal.   The 


^  *( 


in  i  •-  ; 
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Iii'Qi)Otli  wiDgf^  *  diiBUgraBttblE  wmpteffw '  -  ff w- 
td ;  ytitk  the  A«stiian»>^k 'wiwamiiHg  ilit 
dbrera  that  ithey  -were,  fiermentiiig;* -their  .geneid 
fcqpt  4hem  firm  in  ttusiraliiaiice  vidiiS8;^iie««eA 
afpfHiKd  .ua  of.  tkcir  bad  disporitlra,  -and  poiiiliA 
ont  t|ia  ibcans-  of  prawtttii^  the  c6ntafpBninm 
ApreadiDf  ammg  the  other. allied Mtmops  which 
verBiioized  with  hi8» 

V  ^The'v>oaB6  was^wte  the  contnorywith^our  ^left 
uriDg;.  the  Prussiaii  aimy  maMhcd  witfaoat  die 
kestafter'thought,  at  the  rery  time  that lite*fe^ 
neral  was  conspiriog  againat  us.  On  the  li^ 
wing/ Iherefoiie,  during  the  time  of  qaiiihet;:it  ires 
the  leader  who  drew  his  troops. afiet  him^  in:  epili 
of  themsdves,' while,  Qn'the'le£twing»i(thetroti^ 
p«iiEdii8d  ^nwacd  th^i^  oommiandes;  afanost  in^s^b 
of  himself*  •  ■'      *  *  ''c^  * '  ■  >  li*.  •■»  rM 

.  AmpBg  the  lattery  tfae^offieets^tlwflaldiefhk  hod 
Gmwert  himself,  a  loyal  old  warriory^whft&JttAne 
{i6litical  feelinge,  entered  firanldy  ihto<'tlieT«#ar. 
They  fought  like  lieee  on  all  ooeiairienfl.yhfailiwr 
colmaaMier  left  diem  latlibettyj tot dmBb^.thsf 
expressed  themselves  anxioiis; to  wnsbmitiUBlhe 
eyes  of  the  Freneh^  the  ^haueidT  their  defeabdii 
1806,  tof  secenqt^  ear  esteemydsi^wpqp^ehdifttthe 
preaenee  pf  their. concfuesors,  to.prove^  thatitbeir 
defeat  wasdcmly  attribfeitahte tet^ieBr  goretiMBenii 
suid  diftt^tfaey  wereiWoetJ»y*o£afjbGitte^^  )u 

o  lYor^iifd higlieriifiewp.  r  Q^fliehmged  4okt^ 
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hatred  of  the  French,  andiPvdiM&ahgeetimrt  tkmt 
«onpl^0  esfNibiion  fimsi  Oenoi^y.  BtifrJVat><>- 
faoQ  was  still  victorious^  and  Ibe  ¥ruBMBJtiaui 
tarcommit  faimseMl  Besides^  the  jastiae^^thenouidU 
nasa^  and  the  Quhtary  repatatbn.of>  MaoAoniM 
had  comfdetely  gained  the  affection.  o£liiS'  teaoffa 
•They  said  V  tiiey  had  aever  been  ai^thaiitiyt 401 
sfiifaen  iwyi^  tfae-comaunid  o£^'KteiMshBMiL''  'la 
fact,  as  they  were  united  wilh.flie  ^Bonqnefim; 
and  shared.Uie  cig^te  ofconqaept^'witlbtimn^.lhey 
had  allowed  themaahKea^jta  be^aeduoed  by*  theiaft*' 
jMraeiful  attiadtiqDuof  being;  on  the  ;8ideiaf  4U 
sutiotor.  .     »     .  .  r'  '   ';  r^v} 

•  £fery .  thing  icoalariboted  to  it;  Their  Jidipjni» 
ttation  was^ dirdoted'  by  am iatattdantiandiageaii 
takem  firem  their  o^itn  latmy.  They  liFed-infrfjunf 
shmee*.  it  was  (loaacdua  .'vnry  ipiyitt,^haiamrei^  tiial 
the  quarrel  between  Macdohald  and  Yondbsbogfata^ 
hnd  tfuitthe  hatred  of  the  kittisr  fimisd:  aQ  tqmling 
AQdiffiiae;itedf.*.  .  /'\yy'/'^i 

. '  Eiratof  aU^  sotfie complatnts .wece mademtiie 
tmlaiijr^  ag«Mb  their  adminisftmtaoni  .iShorUy*^ 
ier»  a  freiich  •  adtainistiator  .aoriiied, .  aasL :  Mdner 
IraaaTitahry.Hiiv  ^:sparit  of  jastaoa^ihe.aocuaQd  (ha 
Jffrassiaa  imendbntoi  tehauatifig the  cauntaryiby 
«tormoBa<cy JBitigBfl.of-.oatlie. »  VtHe  aentlbtai^r 
it'Was'said^  ^'  into  PknosBiiu;  which  had.  ban^eK^ 
hmatad-by.onr  passage;  the  araiy:.w«a>de|imed 
of  theni^  aad  adsaith  would  ^pecy.sooo' be  febiitititL? 
£yhi«  aeooue*^  YiHkik  v«S'pecfefidyBwiLmofit^^ 
manceuvre.    Macdonald  believed  the  acousation* 
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diBaiiteed  the  acciiified  person,  and  ooa&ded  the 
admimBtration  to  the  accuser ;  Yonk,  fiHed  iriih 
spitei  thought  hetifaf#nRwrd  #f  nothiBg  but  le^ 

'  Napoleon  wad  Hmn  at  McMcovr.  Tbb  Pnwrom 
Iraa  Ob  the  Mratoh ;  be  joyfutty  foreaa'fr  iht  eoaaw 
quences  of  that  rarimeat^  aod  k  appMra  as  if  hi 
yielded  to  the  tenxptttkioa  4f  tfahisl^  mltaaEtaga  of 
it^aiidofgMtiiigtheatirt^CHrtuiie.  ObtheMdi 
of  a^tember,  the  Ruasiaa  geoefal  leamad  Ihat 
Yisttk  had  UMoirered  MittaU{  and  eMwr  6mi 
baviB^  recbtvad  veiafoiieemtetfl,  (two  diaiaiaa^ 
bad  acttaUy  jast  arriTod  foom  Fjalaad,)4iff 
coiifidence  of  another  kind»  he  adventured 
aa  far  aa  that  city^  whidi  he  retook^  rad  wan  pre- 
paring  t6  puah  Ua  advantage.  The  grand  pMkaf 
the  beaiegtrs'  artillery  waa  fiboiit  to  be  cansel 
0S;  Yerck,  if  we  are  to  belie3retho0»wha  wme 
witncises,  had  eipoaed  it^  be  femaitMi  .votiettf 
leaa>  he  betrayed  it 

It  is  said  that  the  chief  of  his  staff  feU  indigiMiat 
at  thiB  treachery^  We  are  auurad  that  be  nsfire- 
aented  to  his  general  iM  the  wattneati  Pimm^  that 
he  woukl  ruin  himaelf,  and  destroy  thebemar  aC 
the  Pniaaian  arms;  and  tl^  fioatl^i  Yafoi^ 
momed  by  his  tepmaeatatioM,  allowred*  KlMM^Ia 
pnthitnadtfianUDTement.  Hisiq|>ptiMehwaa.qQiit( 
fmficieat.  Bat  on  thia  occaaieti^.  ^Ithoqgh  ^r^ 
%aB.  a  t^egabtr  battle,  there  wve*  iK:ayc4^4i^ 
handed,  men  pat  hB^  dueombf^  Dn.b<9t|irlli^m 
A%  soon^aa  it  waa  ovier,  eath  aitiiy  4tefNfft]ilj^ 
quitted  ita  former  quatterif. 
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CflAP.  VII. 

Ow  the  teceipt  of  this  intelligencfe,  MatdonulA 
became  trnfeasy,  and  tery  much  incensed ;  h*  hwf- 
ried  from  his  right  wJn^,  t^here  perhaps  he  had 
remained  too  long  at  a  distance  fVom  th^  Pmii- 
siahs.  The  sot  prise  of  Mittau,  the  danger  WhiA 
his  pa  A  of  drtillelfy  had  ran  df  being  c^tured, 
Yorck*s  obstinacy  in  refusing  to  pursue  the  feh^- 
niy,  and  the  secret  detail  Vhidi  reached  him 
from  the  interior  of  Torek's  bead-quatt6rs,  werte 
all  sufficiently  ftlamring.  Biit  the  taofb  gfouttd 
th*re  vrais  for  suspicion,  the  inore  il  ivas  n€teiHktf 
\x>  disisemble ;  fdt  ad  the  Prtissiah  army  Was  fefh 
tireiy  innocent  of  the  dfesigns  of  its  leader,  and 

had  fought  r^ftdlly,  and  as  the  fenemy  had  glHrcn 
twiy,  flppearahfcfes  had  beeh  pfeserVed,  and  k 
would  have  been  i^'ise  policy  in  MacddnaM  if  hfe 

had  appeared  iiati«llted. 

Me  did  quile  the  contrary. '  His  quick  disposi- 
tion, of  hi«i  loyalty,  Vei«  tmable  to  di^sehible  •  hfe 
\jurst  ftut  into  tepitaches  k^ainst  the  Prttssihh 
general,  at  th6  vtVy  hit)niettt  when  his  tt^tipi,  sa- 

ttefi^d  WiA  thfeir  victbY^,  were  only  lookiiig  for 
^prafee  and  rewards.  Yohck  attftilly  cohtrtVefl  tb 
«ftftfefe  his  %foldiers,  whofee  e^^pectatiohS  had  btiWi 
filWtrated,  pnrtidpatorfe  in  the  dls^ufet  at  4  htffll}- 
fiartibn  #hich  hid  bfeen  resfetVfed  *olely  for  hitfi.  ' 
Wte  Rfad  ih  WtecdonbM^s  l6ttefs  the  teal  <A\is*ls 
bf  his  ditealisfkctioh.    He  wrble  Itt  Yortk,  "  thHt 
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it  ivM.'ahamefiil.t^t  his  posto:^  conlinviUy 
attoriLtd^  and  tbat  ia. return  b0;iiad  n^v^rtHMe. 
bajras^d  the  eoeay;  that  evetr:  siaoe  h&  had. 
been  in  sight  of  them,  he  had  dona  no  oMre  tfc#n 
repel'  attadun  and  in  no  one  instance  hnd  ^eyer 
acted  on  th^  offenaivew  although  hkk  officers  «iA 
troopc  were  filled  witii  the  JMst  d«poeitiQM/'> 
This  last  remaik  wasrvery  trae>  jfor  nigeaeiiitil 
was  remarkable  to  see.  tine  ttEdonrof  aU^heao^-CkiaT 
mandibr  a  csfose  odttpletely  fiMre^  to:4hem/^bd 
vhidb  might  to  them  et  eii  appear  faDikile.'  i      •  ^: :  a 

'They  all  rivalled  each^odtefr  w  eagernesB  iliE) 
rash  into  the  midst  tif  lianger,  m  ordet^itavcgnn 
the  esteem  of  the, grand  army,  tad  att«idqg;iQMt 
irom  Napoleon.  Their  -  prineea'  piefeitad*  ibe 
^lain  silver  star  of  Preneh  honour^tOitlnirnQiKSt 
orders.  At  limt  time  the  geiisns  ol  NapnlbanjntiH 
appeti^ed  to  have  dffizled  or  «nbdneiLi0Kry^«K 
Eqoadly  munificent  4o  i^e^waiA  afHpmnifit  and  ole^- 
riiile  to  pnmsh^  he  appeaired  like  oitei^f  ^tboar 
great  centres  of  nature,  the^  diqpaisei^  of  ^^good* 
In  many  of  the'G^ihtns>-dieiDe  mw  mnkiGd  vqI^ 
this  feeHttg  that  of  a  respectful^  iai)nDrat|an  fisMi 
iife  whfieh  was  so  compkteiy  stasdipe^  with/the 
marvellous,  which  so  much  affeclB  liiem.    <  i  v  / .  .u* 

fiat  llieir  admiration  was^a  consetpieniaKofoic- 
tors^,  atad  our  fiital  Mtreat  had  ^drendnMbmmenced!; 
already,  from  the  north  tothe:fMujttt  bfiiJBvnfie, 
the  Russkm  cries  ^^^  yengeimce>r£fdiedrvtaithote 
of  ^nin4  i  They  'croesed  andq6ehcie&>  ininhfndwr 
in  theMdountriss  of^  Geiwany/^whioh  i|tiU>reiliain^ 
tfnder  the  ^oke ;  ^  these* tvra*  gmaMiBureaiJ^igi^tedip 
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at'llie  two  extneffbitim  of  Buta^^  Were  giradrallf 
extending  towards  tlie  in^tre,  wh^e  they  were 
like  the  dirwn  of  d  new  day;  they  covered  sparks 
which  were  ibtiined  by  hearts  burning  wkh  patri-^' 
dtie  iiatKd,  and  exalted  to  fenattciam  by  mystic 
iStM.    Gradually,  as  our  disaster  approached  to 
Owmany,  tbere  was  heard  rising  fibm  her  bosom 
an  MnMitM  niinoor»  a  general,  but  still  trembling/ 
tftioertaitt  and  icottfused  mtirmur. 
.The  atudettta  of  the  universities, .  bred  np 

with  the  ideas  of  independence,,  insfsrad  il^ 
theiT'  amnent  oonatitotionsy  which .  secure  theim  so 
WBUi^  pririleges^  foil  of  exalted  reoojllectimis  ^ 
the  andent  and  chiftalrous  glory; of  Germanjr^ 
and  fbriier  sake  jealims  of.  all  foreign  gloyy,  haA 
ahmys  faetnourenraliea.  Dotal  strangers  to  aU 
)kihthsalcaioulfttiQns»'tbey*bftd  never  bent^thenn 
selves  •  mndcBT  our  victory .  .&inea  it  haibe^on^t 
pale;  a  aipiter  BfiAt  had  caught  the  poliftioiaif 
and'  Bven  the .  military.  .  The  associatien  of  ;tke 
Foiittds^  cf  Virtue  gatve  this  ioaurrectien .  the  ap^ 
Clearance  .of  an  extensivei  plot; :  some :  chiefs > did 
certaiidyconspftre*  but  there  was  no  ooaspijr^; 
it  was  a  stKiQlaneous  raovement,  a  Qommon  ^nd 
universal  sensatixin* 

lAlexBJubc  ridtfiiliy  :inci!eaied  this  di$pe«i|ion 
Ihy  his  proolanlaiieiis»  bybuiaddresses  to  the.  (for*' 
awns^iand  by  the.diatiaclion  which  hdma46ni9 
dte. '  toeailmeikti  of  iheir  priaooecs^  As  Ii6  the 
itBCssBrtnhs  df  fiiuope^he  aad  Befuadotte  W€|9e  as 
5sctithe  only  ones ^Mrhoanardhod  akithe  bead  A^ 
their  peo^ile.  AU  the  others^  jceetraine^  by  poidy 
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aiHioqpated  by  their  «ubjecte« 

Tbifi  iafeetiQu  even  p«D«jtf9tod  tfi  tb^  gf^mi 
aimiy ;  after  tbe  passage  of  the  BereziiMb  N^pe- 
leofk  liad  be^u  in^rqied  Qf  it.  Oemmuiiiaetie&B 
Iwi  been  cAieerved  to  be  gpiog  m  bet^f^en  the 
Qavari^Ki,  Saxoa,  and  Au8|rtaa  f^^ieqiifak  Ob  tiie 
Wt,  Y^oick's  bad  dyippaitioii-  H^ci^fM^^i^tM  "Wt^- 
municated  itself  to  «  p(B»tef  hie  (Hrofof^i  4ktt4he 
e^wmniftii  of  Fvattoe  h»l  maited,  and  Maedetedd 
1TO8  aatoviabed  at  faaTiog  to  r^|>ei  ifae  pasftdiaiift 
ioainffatioss  of  an  aide-^^aamp  af  Maiee&  ^ItiJ^ 
isapareaaion  made  by  oiur  viottfiea  was  atiil  bnhf 
^atff  tfo  deep  iu  aU  the  Oeranatifi,  they  had  heaa^ 
aa  .po.weafiiIly  hept  under,  tha*  thary  nnpiiaidL^  m 
<KBMad4»a(ife  time  to  raise  themielKrea.    ^    - 

0a  the  I5th  of  Nevettther^  MMdoaaldt'  mnern^ 
that  the  left  of  the  Russian  hiie  hadeatOBdediil^ 
self  too^fiar  itom  Rig:a»  betateeilhimaaidJthe^Diida, 
SMule  aome  feiyaed  attacks  4n'  thaif'^whelaiftnafe' 
asod  pushed  a  wal  oaeie  egaiaat  their  ettitaaj^^riudl^ 
hejbrobe  through  raptdtja^  ftr^ae^lie  aitMav^isai^ 
IHdUeiikiDeben*  The  ^vhole  iaft  of  *theiluaaiaaii^ 
Ls«ris,  and  fiveit}ioaaaad  tnen,  ibaad^iheaiaalMa' 
cutoff  from  their  retieat»  and  thoavip  badkoniiha^ 
Biioa.  Lewis  vaialy  oragbt  tar  an*  niutktt  y  ^^he^ 
ibuad  im  eai^anf  e^evy  wheie^  aad'laal»at''>JbM^ 
two  battalions  and  a  squadron.  He  would  have 
infallibly  been  taken  w^th  his  whole  force,  had  he 
been  pressed  closer,  butJ^a-was  allowed  sufficasat 
space  and  time  to  take  bceath;  as  tbe  eoM  in- 
creased^  and  the  country  offered  no  means  of  ^- 
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cape»  be  ventured  ta  trust  himself  to  the  weak  ioe 
which  had  begun  to  cover  the  river.  He  made 
his  tooops  lay  a  bed  o£  straw  a^d  boards  over  it» 
in  that  manner  crossed  the  Diina  at  two  points 
bf^wMR  Friedrichstadt  %d4  Lindaii»  and  reisn- 
tered  {Ciga  at  the  very  moment  his  comrades  bstd-' 
bdigw  to  despair  of  his  pre^servation. 

The,  4$ty  after  tfai^  engagement^  Macdoqahi 
WM  iplarwed  <»f  the  retreat  of  Napoleon  on  Shuk 
lavek,  but  not  of  the  ^isocganisation  of  the  arsiY.^ 
4.fi9v4Ayp  after^  seiiM  sinister  reports  brought  js^ok 
Uw  ))ew#  of  the  «apt«iw  of  Miosis.  He  began  fa 
^  ^tanned,  i^htm,  on  the  4th  of  Deoember,  a  lettar^ 
frwn  Maret»  ffbs^ifywg.  the  victory  of  t^  Bt^^ 
ana»  anpottw^  t^  him  (be  i^apture  of  nine  tha«^ 
sand  Russiaiiat  lune  stfwidards^  ^nd  twelve  cansKm* 
The  admiral,  according  to  tliis  letter^  was  rc^iK^. 
to  tbwlaen  thousand  men. 

'Qn  the  third  of  December  the  Russians  were 
^Hin  repiifaied  i»  om  p{  their  aallias  from  R^»  by* 
the  PrMewios.  YorQk>  either  from  prwlence  or 
eonseieooe»  restrained  himaelfl  Mac4<»udd  had 
lieeeme  seooaciled  to  him«  On  the  19th  of  JXe^ 
oewhA^  twelve  daya  alker^tba  departure  of  Napo- 
Umiu  ^ifht  da^  after  the  /saptiife  of  Wilpa  by  Kn* 
tMof,  in  shorty  when  Dfandoaald  commenced  his 
retreats  the  Prussian  Mmy  ^mm  st^  fiauthfiil* 


fiuiMiniTi 
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It  was  from  Wilna,  on  the  9lh  of  DeoenAerr 
tliftt  orders  were  tramn^ltled  "to  Macdeudd,  of 
wlHch  a  ProMrian  oficer  was  &e  beaier,  direodaff 
him  to  Mtreat  slowly  apeii  Tilsit.  No  QBie«  was 
tidkea  to  ste&d  these  instruetio&s  by  diftiont  dMsM 
aeft.  Iliey  did  aot  even  think  o(^imfkjmg-li^ 
^HiAaians  to  carry  a  message  of  that  imposlamw 
Id  tUs  niaaiter  the  last  aitay,  tiM  ^oaly  bae  ^sAkll 
maaihed  unbroken^  was  exposed  to  4be'iABki  «f 
destr«etiom  Art  order,  whici^  was  wsitte»aMinr 
distance  of  only  four  days'  joaroey  hmni 
domdd,  lingered  on  the  road^  and  was 
reacittag him.  --^^^  .'r*. 

The  marshal  directed  his  retiettfc  oai'Bim^^ 
pasnng  between  Telss  and  Szawtta*  •  Vostsk^ » witfe 
the  greatest  part  of  the  PfuiMttto^  ^amoimg  ihft* 
rear-guaid,  marched  at  a  day's  distance  from^Usi^ 
in  contact  with  the  Russians^  alftl  Mk^eaNMIj^.tcr 
themselves*  By  some  this  wei&  tigirdMI 
great  error  on  the  part  of  M aedd&iM«9  ij 
greater  namber  did  not  Veftture  to^dtodidai 
ihat  in  a  situatioh  so  delicate^  drntfid^BOfe 
picion  were  alike  daftgeiottSi'   ^    .   '  '.  ^'/  i^'.^r^xst 

The  latter  i4bO  said  that  the  nteaobomnW 
did  every  thing  which  ppudence*  «8i|nilaBA  oiUMir* 
by  retaiaiag  with  htm^oae  nf  !Tori^'# 
the  other,  which  was  commiai 
was  under  the  directi^m  of  the  French  ^geaeral 
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BtchelQ,  and  foniied  the  ^WK-guard.  The  Pras-* 
sian  army  waa  thus  separated  into  two  coi^b, 
Macdonald  in  the  miMle^  and  the  one  seemed  to 
be  a  guarantee  to  him  ior  the  other. 

At  fintt  every  #ang  vmat  on  weUy  dtbragfa  4tke 
dbmger-wa8^6i»iery*wbere>m  the  front,  in  the  rear,^ 
Wid4Mitiie6ankri;  for  tie -grand  army  of  KiriMbC 
hmi  afanoady  (Pushed  forwnd  Otaee  vam-gnardft,-  etf 
tih»«etreat  of  the  Duke  of  Tarentttm.  MaedoMiid 
ettiooittftfed  Ae  fiist  at  Kkilm;  the  aeeond  at  9i« 
kkipeoiB^  and  Hie  tlikd  at  Uliit.  llie  zml^  cf 
the  black  husaws  and  the  Pruaaan^dragooM  kpi 
jMaiadti^merettae;  The  RDssianhosMrsof  Ywm 
iMre  sabred  nad  overthrown  at  Kelm.  On^tb^ 
Sftii^f  December,  at  the  close  ofia  ten  bomi 
wnioh,  tbaae  Rm^Mnsc^me  in  sight  of  Pikhipe^ 
sen  and  the  Russian  brigade  of  Laskow ;  imltimtt 
mapfkig  to  tafce  breath;  tiiey  charged,  threw^  it 
iftto^'. diiOKLer,  and-Mt  off<  two bf  its  battaHomi ;. 
MUt  day  diey  ndook  Tilsit  from  the  Rnssiao/Tet^- 
tMbom« 

lAltMMrffoih  Berthier,  dated  at  Antonowo/ott 
ik»  14lk  «f -Beoemben  had  rcachbd  MaddooeMb 
sMWHildaya  before^  Ih  which  he  was  informed  that 
te  aiiiy  nd  lon^ev  esiMed,  and  that  it  was  necee^ 
saiy  that  be  shiaild  arme' speedily ^n  the  Pregel,: 
in  Qfltler  to  cover  Konigsberg,  and  to  be  able  to 
tfittM*  tiffcm  Bbiftg  and  Marienbnrg.  This  ne^s 
tbt'  iAriAal  omicealed  6nm  the  Pmasiane*  *  Ili^ 
tbaM^th*  eotd-adSd  the  forced*  marehec  bad  pro- 
diMnd  no'dftnplaiato  iirom  them;  there  *Wm  no 

-..VlMU  -If*  C  C*       ••  •         •     ■*• 
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flymptiim'^f  diktumimt  ^sAabiteAbt  these  aito^ 
bMdIy  aod  pi30visioi».  were  iiot  defi^^  * 
. .  But  oa  the  3Bth»  wlm  Gcaieial  Bacbeki  esD- 
teockd  to  the  nght^  ti^wards  Rcgaiiz^  ifl  •wvleir'*^ 
dtfive  twuy  the  JEluiaim^  ^o  kad  taken  nS^ 
thflse  after;  their  expi]^kiu  firom  TUaitiiiitbe  ^tam 
m&b  oflSeem  b^paa  to  ooivpiaiii  tkat/tbor  ftao^ 
wtct  iatifOQil ;  ikm  yan^-guaird  mardied(iainBU 
]kf^y  and  cwekeaty,  allowed  itaelf  totibeisiiiK 
prised,  and  was  Ibroi^D  iiitodi9Mrden\..Qaeiteki^ 
hawetnxt,  rBatored  tte  fortwb  of  tha^diH^paiiikida- 
'  During  thi9  t;ia)e>  Miwdanald^  vhe^ad  aniraf 
al2  TiMt>  was  watting  ^rYcMr<deaBriJtke»itDf3AiK 
Froasjanaemy*  whioh^cUd  imwI  tiiriifti'fcto 
anoei.  On  the  20th»  the  offifmi.  aiidbiiiki 
whkb  ha  sent  theoliwefe:  vainly  imiibipikNi;l[att 
newa  of  Yocektrataflpined.  i.iCte  dieeSttii/jMhotoi 
Bakl!fi  anxiety  wia  radoubfaad;  'lA  Jffabr&lfcpittdwr 
hit^  in  one  oCina^lailefra  ^f^ithaiidbayfasUl^oqE 
whiehjr  'howeY«r»  'he  idid-not  yefe/yentanrjito'  wppedi 
antpiciotis  of  a  defiratbiL  :  fie^^nrte^trt^jlllai^:!!^ 
ctould  mA  undei^ttaind  .th&.teaanftj)f>'tUB;iUqp{£ 
ikak  halnd  aenta  number  ;of>oflUnnnai|di«niiM 
aafiaa.mkh  orders  fa  Yoiskito  <ifejoiftJiihiy:4irtr 
that /he  had  r6e0ived  no  ansnmz;/  Idiconaaq^raiBqr 

Hrhm  the  ancmy.  wh&  a<^Mnging'^gMtt>Afe.fii|ii^i%^ 

wasi oDmpeUed  to  Buspeod^hid  ietiii^^ht&ifim 
could  not  makb  i^  this  niind  Jsaidfsirttelifijtai^aifB^ 
tO' retreat  without  YMok;  aaiid.'yetetlBn^^^^i'^ 
minons."  lliis  letter. adnjciHteduliMBre^'bl^^akr 
lost  in.  cgi^aetiins.    If  Iirefereat/ Jwhak^vnxiUivdife 
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Esiperor  sflly  ?  •  what  wcmld  beMidibyFranM^rhgr 
the  army^  by  Bsrope?  Would  it  mt  be^an  ioda^ 
UMe  fttain  on  tke  tenth  ^eoirps,  vohiotaitfly  to  abin- 
Aonr  a  part  of  its  troops,  and  without  beiag^eoiiw 
pellfed  to  it  otherwiM  tbiD  by  pradeneeJ  >Qh;' 
BO{  Whatetef  may  bet  be  reealt,  I  am  rtoigWHt,- 
aqd  mllingly  devote  tnyself  aft  a  vietimi  prdvided. 
r  am  the  only  one:"  and  be  cDneluded  by  "widQfig 
tbe-Frencb  general  ^^that  sleep  which  his  toe'-' 
lancftoly  sitnation  had  long  defnied  faim«" 

On  the  aekne  day,  he  recaiied  Bachelu  and  thei 
Prussian  cavalry,  which  was  still  at  Regnitz;  to 
Tilsit.  It  was  night  •  when  Baohelu  reeevf  ed  ^  ihe 
oider ;  be<  wished  to  execute  it,  but  the  Prtfs^an 
eobmels  nfused;  and  they  covered  their  teftisat 
nttdbr  difemnt  pretexts*  ''  The  roa^/'  they 
said;  *^  ^re  not  passable.  They  were  not  aecus^' 
tomedito  make  their  men  maarcfa  in  «ueh  dreadful 
weather,  and  at  so  late  an  boor  ^  '  They  were  re^ 
sponaiUe  to  dieir  king  for  their  rt^iments/  The 
French  general  was  astonished,  dommanddd 'tbete 
to  be  silent,  and  ordered  them  to  obey  i  his  fiitn^ 
nesa  subdued- them,  they  obeyed,  hint  slewly. '  •  A 
Russian  general  had  glidied  into  their -rahk^  andb 
pttiMed  tbism  to  deliiep \ip  this'Fbenchtavn/' who 
was  alona  in  the  midst  of  ifaose  who  cbmhianda^ 
iMm ;  but  the  Pnissians;  although  folly  pi-epued 
ta  abandon  Bnohehi,  could  net  resolve  to  betray 
Imn:  at  last  tbeybe^an  their  marclh 

At  H^ita,  at  eigbt  a'doek  ^t  m^t^  they  bad 
idhsid  to  mount  .dHsr  horses ;  at '  Tilsit,  whMe 
they  anrived  sit^/two  in  tihfe  tboming,  they^  refused 

cc2 
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tq>9lifh^tfiwpt  thepi.  At  five  Q'clf)«k  w^tSip  mop- 
ing, t)9(wever,  tfcey  bad  all  gone  tp.  .tli^  qyinyterfc 

«up4  .^  4)r4«f  apfiea^  to  be,  ro^t^iiM-  w^wg 
tltem,  ,tl»e  gener^J  wej^t  Uf  tak^  aw«  J»«Ia  B»t^ 
tbe^obsdiciwe  bad  b^m  .entii!ply.feigB«4.  fi»T J«> 

sooner  di4  tbe  ^vumiaits  find  a)»f9§«|ivf  4,  fff^f^ 
Sf^fi^,  thftp. .tbey,rie§maed  thftV.a>pn^i%e»ft,<i»if 
with  Massenbach  at  th^it  h^^.am^:e^f^&gm 

jfirat  dawn, of  the.lapt  ^ay  <^f  tft^j^^ear^j^,!,^^- 
^med  fft|;MP»ald,.t^at  tbfl  |^i^i^e«jii„apjm,^||^ 

fjj9^er^ed .bip»f .,  ,   ,.!,  .,  i   '.,[•:•.,;.  .bi:,i 

.   Jt  was  Torek,  who,,  inste^^dj^f  f^^w^r 

priived  him  of  Ma^senJjftch,  ,yh^jfj,  rj^e,,]^ 

recalled  to  him.    His  owp  :d«^e^,t)ffl)»„'j||[ 

ffprnwenced  w  the  26th  of  I^^n^t^^j^^jj^^ 

teqtiojn  between.  ,yp?ck  and  %^|tyfS^;gM^ 
PiJaiK^  was  cop,ciuae,d,  at.Tll^iurop^ .  JJ.*^ 
Prussian  troops  were  tp  be  cantoned  on  tbeir  <mdi 
frontiers,  and  remain  neutral  during  two  mental 
even  in  the  event  of  this  armistice  being  disap- 
proved of  by  their  own  government.  At  the  end 
of  th^t  tipie,  the  roads  should  be  open  to  them  fo 
r^oin  the  French  tj^opp,  ^uld  their  sovere^ 
pefsist  in  ordering  thein  to  do  so." 
,.Xpr<;H,  bRt.w>»:e.part\9jJ^!^.JS^fmi^^< 
.thjBj:  from  (em  pf  ,tbe^olj§^  ^yj 
wQre.  unit^,. .  or  from.  jr^SPSfi^i 
$bQ.v»f  d  .pop?!?,  delipa^y,  ,i»  m^Ki 
Mfto^e  tp,  th^  njar^hair .  ^OT*^, 
jlli^.epqye^^ion  |i^,  ha^  jijpt  Jii 
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coloured  wHh  speciotis  p^texts.  -  '^He'lmd  ftc0h 
reduced  to  it  b;^  fatigue  and  necessity  \  but;"  -hfo 
added,  '^  that  whatever  judgment  the  world* mi^ 
fbrtn  of  liis  conduct,  he  was  not  at  idl  uneasy 
about  ;'that  iiis^duty  to  his  trobps,  and'  the  toost 
mature  reflexion,  had  dictated  it  to  hhn ;  that, 
finally,  what^er  mfght  be  the  appearslnces,  he  wti^s 
ictuated'by  'the  purest  motives.'* 
'  Masseiibaidi  excused  hiniself  for  hiof  clandestibl^ 

r 

^(ipai'ture.  '*  He  had  wished  to  spare;  hrmself  k 
^tlssttion  which  his  heart  fblt  too  puhifuliy:  ^Vte 
b^d  dreaded,  lest  the  sentiments  of  respe<^t  ^nd 
estetoi' which  he  should  preserve  to  the  enid  of 
!hlk  life  fof  ]teacdonald»  should  have  prevented  biih 
'firom  doing  his  duty/'  ' 

iffacdonald  saw  all  at  ouce  (is  force  reduced 
Yi^bm  tWenty-mn6  thousand  to  nine  thousand,  biilt 
it)  the  state  of  anxiety  in  Which  he  had  beejiliving 
ibf  the  last  two  days,  any  termination  to  it  was]^ 
ttHef, 


I J 1 
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CHAP.  IX. 

•  - 

*  * 

.  Thus  commenced  t|ie  4i^fection  of  our  allies. 
)  bhalt  A(^t  venture  to  set  myself  up  as  a  judge  df 
tlfe 'morality  o^tliis  event;  posterity  will  decide. 
^M  a  contefhporaneous  bistorian,  however^  I'cbif- 
•  Tceiy^^  KfiyseTf  bound  not  only  to  state  the  factfe, 
but  also  the  impression  they  have  left,  and  such 
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'as  it  stili'  remains,  in  the  mteds'bf  Ae  primapal 
leaders  of  the  two  corps  of  the  allied  artny,  eitii^r 
as  actors  or  soflferers. 

The  Pruflsiatis  only  wtf  ted  for  an  oj^ortuiBty 
to  breiak  our  alliance,*  which  war  foi(Md  upte 
them ;  when  the  moment  aniVed,  tiiey  eaterttf 
It.  Not  only,  however,  did  they  reftlie'to.hrtn^ 
Macdonald,  but  they  did  not  eveti  wfeh  fcildil 
iiim  until  they  had,  asf  it  may  be  said,  diiwaWi 
"out  of  Russia  and  placed  him  in  fAflity&  Oihlft 
■^de,  tVhen  Macdonald  became  sen^Me  dtet  tfe 
Vas  abahdoned;  but  without  having  pbiritiire^mft 
ofMt,  he  obstinately  remained- at  TiWt,  « tite 
ifeerfcy  of  the  Prussians,  sobner  ttam  gh*  At*  a 
inotive  of  defection,  by  too  speedy  a  tetreil. 
•  The  Prussians  dtd  not  dbuse  Iftis  nobte  ^ 
duct.  There  was  dfeffection  oh  their  partj* but « 
treachery;  whieh,  in  this  age,  and  after  lie  iefnfe 
they  had  endured,  may  still  ap^firt^iiierftorieii! 
they  did  not  join  themselves  wilft'thef' Rassliiifi 
When  they  arrived  on  their  own  frontier,  thej 
could  not  resign  themSelves  to  aid  tfcfei*  fcao^ae* 
ror  in  defending  their  native  soil  iagtetfnA  ftwe 
who  came  in  the  character  of  theii?  aelivfereri  «* 
who  were  so ;  they  became  ntutrftl,  and  ibk  ♦* 
not,  I  must  repeat,  until  MacdoB<M,di8«4|«gw 
from  Russia  and  the  Russians!,  had  'lisiWW8t'i» 
iThis  marshal  contintfedit<froittK&n^j^r|^l*f 
tabjau  and  "Tente.  His  rear  was  plrijteet«j«'*f 
Mortier,  and  Heudelet's  diviti&H,  Whi»«>1«»P8» 
newly  arrived,  still  occupied  Iteteibiit^,''**^  W 
Tchitchakof  in  check.   •  0d  th©  3d  b^ 'JMcfcif  *« 
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4^^ted  lii9*j{j|ietioii:i;vith  Mortier  «nd' covered 

-  It  was,  however,  a  happy  ckcumstance  for 
Y^rok^ft  repotation,  that.Macdoaald,  thus  wtak- 
«i^,  aad  whose  ntnBJ^  his  defection  had  iater<- 
viiptedy  was  enabled  to  rejoin  the  grand  army. 
Tbe  -  inooneeiYable  skywnesa  of  Witt;gensteia's 
OiarobL  su? ad  that  marshal ;  ths  Russian  general, 
hoi)irav«r,r :  Of ertook  him  at  Labiau  and  Teni;^; 
^aod  there^  but  for  the  efforts  of  Bachelnand  his 
t>rig34<s»  the  valour  of  the  Polish  Colonel  Ka* 
meskiyand  Captain  Ostrowski,  and  the  Bavarian 
Major  Mayer,  the  corps  of  Maedonald,  thus  de* 
serted»  would  have  been  broken  or  destroyed ;  id 
that  ofuie  Yorok  would  appear  to  have  Uetrayed 
bias*  and  history  would^  with  justice,  have  atig- 
matissed  him  with  tjbe  name  of  traitor.  3ix  huh- 
dred  French,  Bavaiians,  and  Poles,  remained 
dead  on  these  two  fields  of  battle;  their  blood 
accuses' the  Prasfiisms  for  not  having  provided, 
by  an  additional  articlejfor  the  safe  retreat  of  the 
leader  whom  they  had  deserted. 
.  The  King  of  Prussia  disavowed  Yorck's  conduct 
He  dismissed  him,  appointed  Kleist  to  succeed 
him  in  the  command,  ordered  the  latter  %o  arrest 
ftis  late  )i;ommaAder,  and. send  him,  as  well  as 
Massen]^aoh>  to  Berlin,  there  to  undergo  theiir 
jtfial.  But  these  generals  preserved  their  com- 
mand in  sp^te  of  him ;  the-  Prussiau'/army  did  pot 
conmder  th^ir  monarch  at  libe^rtji ;  •  this  opini9i 
was  IpuAded  on  the  presence  of  Augereau  and 
sanM  French  troops  at  Berlin.  ,  i   * 
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atatibilatMBi  of  oar  ,imny.  At .  Smistgnii^iM^i'^^ 
bittbwirgfciP^'to  afeept  the  ;mwiiinn  tci.4ittift  Jiw*^ 

tbmmotit  trnmwryod  «tfnBMipi>ttinBri  ntHt>^  ^ag^ 
rtw^  aiui  aerafid  a(klidm:hafe;iittdnB^<|iHriif aid^ 

tfie<ikiabii  of  4bft  mnm^'oC.  ihfiiptaiiditiungi^inb 
bjP'^^drcAd  irf.  NatiolAcmk.re«fl|t|>«vaii«B£flft^U 

^)etcuy  thaigt  is  of  A^qiixafl  ohoMMteBrin;  jd^ 
nAM;\reU.aBikhe  {^ifriymdi  voiUUiwd  ^naiixrf 
mbst  triflmg  of  our  ei£tiotm*iimtp  itk  ucnm^^ei 
diSeront  motivQs.  But, :  fioilUyv  1^  gw>4  ftkh 
yielded  to  necessity,  and  )n»  dcead  to  a  greater 
dread.  He  saw  hkosalf,  it  was  8aid»  threateaed 
with  a  speciea  of  forfeiturie  by  bos  people  and  by 
Our  enemies.  .x.  ;...• 

It  should  be  remarked  that  the  Priiwian  oa* 
^kwi,  which  dre#  its  sov^erei^ir  ixM^arda^lTat^k, 
0tAj  ventured  to  tise  sucd^stl^y,  ill^'fliil'^ii^ 
sians  came  in  sight,  "tinA  by  degveeb^  «b  wtt  lietebll 
remains  quiKed  their  tehilory/  ^A  (Sjn^  ^^Udti 
which  took  p{ac«  during^  the  reflMHi^  irilt  jpaiift 
tiie  dispositions  of  the'peo^,^  nad*  shbW'^lMlfl 
mutih,  notwithstanding  the  hatred^  Aey  bcM^iifi 
they  were  curbed  undter  (be  ttsoenddbcy^-itf^^^fif 
«iotones.  'J    -*-> 

«  Whlsn  Davoust  was  rVecilHed  tt6^' Ri^aM^'^^ 
f>(^8ed,  wi^  6nly  two  offters,  cbsM^^th^ifaQPMt 
bf  X  *^  *.  Hie  Rusmans  ww^^aily  lMpe€¥si 
there ;'  its  population  iv^ve  in^eased^t^likeiaigM 
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BtHkalMeB;  tiMmwit  vtolapt  apeedfly •uiiuuiidad 

the  carnage  of  the  ttiankal^  -  and  iffekA.^^ittaif 
about  tbc  unhameaa  the  keraea^  urtnr  Biiaeust 
BUtafar  hiB  ap^eaiascte,  nudiediqiim'ldKiBiMi  imm- 
ka^^f  theae  jdaurgenta^  draggeel  him  behhMi  Iob 
ttnri^ge,  and'  made  his  servanto  fi^ten  hiia  toil 
Fnghtened  st  tkar  action^  the^  people  atofiped' 
•hoat^  laaiaed*  with  motionlea*  eonateniatiita,  iaBal; 
thee  ^atly  and  aflentiy  opeeM  ar  paaafa^  fior^thei 
marshal^  who  passed  thtough  the  mictet'of  thmfeap 
earrfhig  off  his  prisDiier*     ' 


♦  f  • 
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CHAP.  X. 

.  Iif .  this  eu4d^:inai»Ar  did  qui;  left  w^tg  ifi\, 
Ons^ttf  xi^  ynB«»  on  U»e  )|i4e  of  tbe  4ustninm 
whom  a  weU-cemeni^ed  altiwcQ.retaw;vB4>.a  pb{^ 
VmJAc  licofiie,  whiob  i»!  dsspptwaUy  gtmpm^^  by. 
•Hi  tto^bird  wmbQ«ntcy,  th«re  wa»  bo  siMcUejfk.fK' 
|iJlo«M»  t»M  .9ipptf^»6W^ed»  TiftA  wp«.4|9tfcl;^ 
itiplf  fwiO'Vs  iA49mKblyi  and  mtli.tl^:laniui#ti(99 

wquii^d  by-l^bt  politic*}  poeitioo. 

On  the  10th  of  December,  Schwartaeiabow 
Mw  «l^  jBl«»ii«#  pi«Mnita«g  siMiieeaBively.Taodmrds 
|0imr4«;Afi9Bki.Nowogw>deokft  apd  B|ieUtz^.,J9A 
ivw.^  /peKBiMided .  that  ^  Dusmas-  wefp 
be«toa4pid  A«S}«g  b^foce  ^apolepp,  vh«P  he,^iv)ip 
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bifioraMdiaiiiie  auiie  tiiiie..df)tfaB^fiBq>en>]^.di* 
)iKtim»4iodl  the  ikaLruoliiHi  0i\  tlMtigiaiKl^aiiiiy, 
but  in.so: vague  a  manner:  tkai  ^iwaa-ftr  mm 
time' witfaout  any  diteMiflii.. 

In  his  naJMmaammt  liis  addBa^Kdihimielf  tt 
tbeFreoch  aiabaflMcbr at  Wjaraaw*  iTbm  ansvnr  of 
that  mi^sfter  authoriwd  hm  '*  obt  tt>xaaclifimgM» 
tjher  mdn/!  la  owMqueiice^  ba^iDottmlediOiBik 
14^  oC  I>e0embtv  fram.^JMimi  tM^anfaiicpttty- 
Btockr  Tb^ioatrtiatioos  whi^  r^acAQdjhJn>frQni 
JMufat  in  the  suddla  €£  tiiia  nAreoiehlniuBe  mm- 
tenaUe -to  1*4  .-.     -  j,-.  ^^.i^-^i'^ 

About  the  2l8t  of  Decaalw^^  mt  yovAmlintaL 
Alexander  suapended  hoBtillties  on.  that  piaiit, 
and  as  the  interest  (rf*  the  Ruasmas  agreed  wist 
that  of  the  Austriana^  there  was  mcy  aooaa^ss- 
taal  underatandtng.  AmoveaUeaamjetke^irfaiab 
was  approved  by  MuroU  \was  ioaiaediatelf  ^eoM- 
eluded.  The  Russian  general  .aDd^Sdli Waitzeit- 
•berg  were  to  maQi(£avire4«tteaohrOtUan<thtt'&aMih 
on  the  offensive^  and  the  AustnAn  <m  theillfefeiiiii4 
but  without  coming  to  btow^.  •    » ^  •?•  -r-i''  H*ni!* 

Regnitt's  corps,  now  teduced  to  4e»^tb(HAod 
inen»  was  not  included  in  the  atvabgecbeaJbr  iint 
•Sbhwartzemberg,  while  he  yi^ded  t^.critattli' 
atances,  persevered  in  Us  loyiilty^)  He^ln^gtiliii^ 
gttve  an  account  <if  every  thing  t6  the.4fammaator 
of  the  army ;  he  eavered-^he  nMhole  ifnh^^*^ 
French'  line  with  his  Awtnss:!  tratfps^^anAr^ 
served  it.  This  prince  was  not^t>ai^<0teiphfeMAt 
towards  tiie  enemy ;  he  believ^.- faim[ Mfrji^tfito 
bare  word ;   at  every  po8itionbhat^aat4ifatwiD<i> 
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yidd^  hewouldi  aittutUy  satitfjr  timaklf  10^ 
omLieyw,' thftt  be  ooly  Tielded  it  tb/a  aoftttior 
fme^'Mady  to  cMibat  \im.    In  th»  mamierJie 
arrived  upon  the  Bug  wul  the  Naxew^*  from  Nv 
ID  Oalrolenka,  wbeve  tlie  war  terminated, 

lie  was  in  this  caanner  Goveri&g  Warsaw^  v^hen, 
<m  tke  Stod  of  January,  lie  recctived  inatmottDiiB 
irem  his  government  to  abandon  the  Grand^duchy, 
to  sepamte  hie  retreat  from  thait  of  Regnier;  aixl 
(to  T&'eDter  Oallimt.  To  these  instructions  he 
eaiy  yielded  a  tardy  obedience;  he  resiBteid  the 
pressing  solicitations  and  threatening  manffinvrise 
of  MiloDadowitchanlil  the  26th  of  January ;  even 
then^  be  effiscted  his  retreat  ufon  Warsaw  m> 
.slowly^  that  the  hospitals  and  a  great  part  of  the 
•nagazmes  were  enabled  to  be  evacuated.  Finally,  . 
xhe  obtained amore  fhvouvable capitulation  for  the 
Wersavians  than  they  could'  venture  to  expect. 
He'  did-  more ;  although  that  city  was  to  have 
been  delivered'  up  on  the  5tb,  he  only  yielded  it 
jon  the'  Mb,  and  thus  gave  Regnier  the  start  of 
three  days  upon  the  Russians. 
:  Segni^  wasfaflerwards,  it  is  true,  overtaken  and 
surpiised  at  Kdtsch^  but  that  was  in  consequence 
Shaking  too  long  to  protect  the  flight  of  some  Po- 
^h  dep6t&.  In  the  first  disorder  occasicmed  by 
this  unexpected  attack^  a  Saxom  lurigade  wa9 
jEieparated  from  Ae  French  corps,  reiareated  on 
Sehwartzemberg,  and  was  well  received  by  him ; 
lAnatafia  allowed'  it  to  pass  throng^  her  territory, 
add  festered  lit  to  the  grand  army,  which  was  cc^ 
•lected  near  Dresden. 
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despatck,  and  an  tasurrectidtm»f4lK'^^4ib)pt«^M'  RP 
4^ftWliiWi  or  iv^bieh  ir  was  'fl^lpoitJi!b«^%&  iM^ 

tety M^ttebiui^d'tMo thi«atis. -  mdm^H^m 

i^lnb^i«d'  with  tett"tfiou6&nd^  di^  itti(P#(raifi^ 
«ftd#l'ef  wbom  Vttre  ^ISAUddn^t^  "^^'^f^^lMlf 

m  'tiOtdpMn  of  H ;  '  titit  ^i^hi/^  '^mf^iJi:^ 

•iHtidoWa'  ittto'the  Jtt^t^i/  tl)aiH^li6iitfi^°WffiG& 

contained  several  hundred  8icbrX^Ki#l^<ili^^ 
tecl  they  iiccastid  tli^  hA^ttttiil'^ttf '«b&^^g 
tfcese  horrid  deedfe.  '      •  ^^^  .'.K.itnuibjulfi  jiowit 

=  Ott  anothtir  tOh,  at  Wiim.  tdtft^^diili  ^ii^te^ 
tlMttsasid  of  txirprisohehB  h^'iBM(i^  p^t9^^. 
-the  ^hveat  of  StV  Ba^  eodt^itll^^^'^V^Iiitt 

1li«y  had  ohiy  vettHvei'  ^(Mt  ^mdOki^mWfi 
piece  of  wood  ii6r  a  d^o)y  bf '^^lii^ry»'d€df^iM 
'tiMeifa^  -The  ilfioW 'oc^Ieot^' lA  ofe  %0iMlfi^'^wtt£k 
•wat^-  -Mve1r^'!Witl^'^lb«M''bb^j^^WiMbhia^^ 
bttnfiAg  thirsVdrt}l^'8<i(¥iV«r^"'rfi^«k^  tfttiHtf 
the  windows  such  of  m  AM'^6^(^irw4^M*iiAL 
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be  kff>t  in  the  !paflaage%  oo  the*  ^tairciw^i  or 
vnoqg-.tbe  be^ps  of  oorpses  wbich  wtf^  (x^l«cibe4 
ia  iJl  U^  apartffiQOtts.  The  a^ditioiml  pKis^nQm 
thoit  were  erery  a^mon^  diMoveiug  w4^q  thvo^fi 
ij^tptbiahpFrib^fJiage.      .  .  ,.; 

^  ^jia  arrival,  of  (he  Eqagpror  ^zander  woA  hm 
bjjot^^r  yf^9  the  auly.tbu^  ,tha^  p«t  a  <«|%p  tp 
tl^ese^.abo|q^]pa^oa«u  T^bj  bad  l^st^dfef  .thtf:; 
^€$1^  day^y  and  if  a  few  e^c^ped  out  of  thejtwseiUjr 
tbpjtts^d  9f  our  unlbrtunate  comrades  whp;wCff6 
in^e  pqsoa^«9y  it  .was  tp  th^se  two  pV^^^^S  ^y 
ctwed  tbeir preservation.  But  almost  viole^it  epif 
4ei»ich^d, already  a^isep  fron^  tJjfip  pQispnoufli  ^fti^T 
^aiatioas  of  so  many  corpse^ ;  it  passed  f^oqi.  t|^ 
yaui^uisbed  to  the  victors,  and  fully  avenged  iis» 
The  I^ussians,  however,  were  living  in  plenty { 
Q^r  magjazinea  at  Smorgoi^i  wd  Wikia  Jbiad  not 
l;)^eii  destroyed,  ^d  they  nuist  have  found  .^sides 
j^qi^e  qui^ntities  of  provisions  in  tl^  p^rsiut  ^ 

.3ui.Wi^tgensteia«  jwbo,  bad  i^een  detacbied  to 
attack  Macdonald,  descended  the  Niemen;  Tcbitr 
chakpf  ai^d,Platof  bad  pursued  Murat  towards 
Kownp^  Wilkowiski,  anc). ,  Inf terburg ;  shortly 
j^ter»  Jthe  admiral  .was  sent  towards^  Thorn*  H^ 
^jly^  ojiihfi  9^  of  J{u»uary»  Aiex^^der  aod  J^ 

J^/  ^^i^l^f^  ^  •9>f9t'^*'  ^  ^'^"^  frontiei^  the  J|^|flr 
iftWiw^flf  ^i?pMie4'  a  proclaaiatiqn  t^.  ^ 
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CHAP.  XL 

It  was  not  until  the  22nd  of  Jfenuary,  and  the 
following  days,  that  the  Russians  reached  the  Vis-^ 
tula.  During  this  tardy  inarch,  from  tfie  3d  to 
the  11th  of  January,  Murat  had  remained  at: 
Elbing.  In  this  situation  of  extremity,  Ai4 
monarch  was  wavering  from  one  plan  to  anbthef,'' 
at  the  mercy  of  the  elements  which  were  ferraeiif- 
ing  around  him;  sometimes  they  raised  hishopjB* 
to  the  highest  pitch,  at  others  they  sunk  liim  into 
an  abyss  of  disquietude. 

He  had  taken  flight  from  Konigsberg  in  a  com- 
plete state  of  discouragement,  when  th^  suspen- 
sion in  the  march  of  the  Russians,  and  the  junc- 
tion of  Macdonald  with  Heudelet  and  Oaraignae, 
which  doubled  his  forces,  suddenly  inflamed  luiii 
with  vain  hopes.  He,  who  had  flie  day  bcfeit 
believed  that  all  was  lost,  wished  t6  te^tttne  JEBe 
offensive,  and  began  immediately;  for  lie  ^te'onc 
of  those  dispositions  who  are  makitig  iriesh  rtsdk' 
tions  every  instant  On  that  day  be  deteiNiitiieii 
to  push  forward,  and  the  next  to  fiee  as  ^  as 

Posen.  •  •     "  •;•;•'  •  ''''-'''[ 

This  last  determination,  howevei^,  *Wait  nbt  tal!^' 
without  reason.  The  rallying  of  \!ti^  ari»y  *i6h  tHS* 
Vistula  had  been  completely  mHlAtfy^iiiil^W 
guard  had  not  altogether  more  thiiti^fiV6'*tiadi5^; 
effective  men;  the  young  guard  scifctflf^^irifi^ 
the  first  corps,  eighteen  hundted-^  ttb^tf^diotf;  fli^ 
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thousand ;  the  third,  sixteen  hundred ;  the  fourth, 
seventeen  hundred;  added  to  which,  most  of 
these  soldiers,  the  remains  of  six  hundred  thou- 
sand men,  could  scarcely  handle  their  arms. 

In  this  state  of  impotence,  with  the  two  wings 
of  the  army  already  detached  from  us,  Austria  and 
Prussia  fkiling  us  together,  Poland  became  a 
snare  which  might  close  around  us.  On  the  other 
hsjad»  Napoleon,  who  never  consented  to  any  ces* 
sion,  was  anxious  that  Dantzic  should  be  de- 
fended ;  it  became  necessary,  therefore,  to  throw 
into  it  all  that  could  keep  the  field. 

B^aides,  if  the  truth  must  be  told,  when 
Murat,  when  at  Elbiog,  talked  of  reconstituting 
the  army,  and  was  er^n  dreaming  of  victories,  he 
found  that  most  of  the  commanders  were  them- 
selves worn  out  and  disgusted*  .  Misfortune, 
which  leads  to  fear  every  thing,  and  to  believe 
readily  .  all .  that  -  one .  fears,  had  penetrated  into 
the^r  hearta.  Several  of  them  were  already  un- 
eaay  about  their  rank  and  their  grades,  about  the 
estates  which  they  had  acquired  in  the  conquered 
countries^  and  the  greater  part  ooly  sighed  to  re- 
crosa  the  Rhine. 

As  to  the  recruits  who  arrived^  they  were  a 
mixture  of  men  from  several  of  the  Grerman  na- 
tions. In  order  to  join  us  they  had  passed  through 
the  .Prussian  states,  from  wheace  arose  .the  ex- 
halation of  so  much  hatred.  As  they  approached, 
they,  enoouptered-  our  discouragement  and  our 
long  train  of  disorder;  when  they  entered  into 
lin^  fax  from  being  pat  into  companies  with,  and 
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lift  alMi^,  ,10  fight  waA.emry.kinfttitf 
Btpfprt  «OMM  whiBh  WW  nhwatowal  by  titon 
wko  ware  naatinteimtad  ia  ite  wmmm;  IhecMr 
M^pieii«e  wu»  that  ^  the  very  fiiit  bcMiiiae»«Ml 
cif  these  GermaqB  disbanded  tbyiiiertlirffi  it 
aigbt  of  the  diaastera  of  tl|^  army  retimnng  Ami 
MoaoMir,  the  tri^  aoldiefs  of  Maodeiaaid  «0 

d'ann^e,  wd  the  omopletely  tei^  dtvisifMuif  He»' 
delet  p«eserved  their  unity.  Ail  tbt»e«  immm 
were  speedily  collected  ittto  pantaic ;  thirty-fiia 
thttusa]^  soldiers  from  seveateen  differaait  mmh 
were  shut  up  in  it.  The  remaiader,  i&  aaaalLmir 
bensfi  did  oat  b^a  ndlyiagimtit ^tey. a>#  to^o- 
aaa  and  upon  the  Oder.  ..^ 

Hitherto  it  was  haffUy^poanblp  iM^iSkt^Mm^ 
Naplea  to  regulate  chut  flight  aajy^tetl^j  bnta^thl 
moment  he  passed  th^oagh  ]ICarifliVwair4wr  ea/his 
wi^  to  Posen,  a;letter  jBom  Ni^eai^Ef^  tuMMM 
all  hia  resolutions.  The  impiywiim  r.  nfciplMil 
made  upon  him  was  fo  yjotont^  Aft  b|r>4niHMi 
as  he  read  it,  l^ie  bile  mixed  i|tsB|f  wMi  his  YHnA 
so  rapidly,  that  he  was  found  &  few  naipulasfftfll 
witba<!oflptplete  jaundice.  r  --^v 

It  a;)|K«used  that  an  act  of  fownpntnt  «#lh 
thfe  queen  had  takep  upon  heiyelf  »ht4i  wmwrfrf^ 
him  xn4>ne  of  his  straogest  passional  •JSf'^faiJit 
at  all  jeaipus  of  that  princess,  notwithstandioghtf 
charms,  but  furiously  so  of  his  royal  au^oiviy; 
and  it  was  particularly'  of  the  qne^d,  as  aistcr  ^ 
the  Emperor,  that  he  was  suq[>icions. 
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Pefwnfi  wAe  astonisiied  at  seeing  this  prince, 
who  had  hi^rto  appeared  to  sacrificei  ev^ery  thing 
to  gioty  m  9atmB,  sofifering  himself  to  be  mastered 
lil  at  once  by  a  less  noble  pasirion ;  but  they  for- 
got that,  with  certain  characters,  there  mnst  be  al- 
ways a  mling  passion. 

Besides,  it  was  still  the  same  ambition  under 
difikrent  forms,  and  always  entering  complete- 
ly into  each  of  them ;  for  such  are  passionate 
characters.  At  that  moment  his  jealousy  of  his 
aothority  triumphed  over  his  love  of  glory ;  it 
made  him  proceed  rapidly  to  Poseh,  wher6, 
shortly  after  his  arrival,  he  disappeared,  and 
abandoned  hs. 

This  defection  took  place  on  the  16th  of  Janu- 
ary, twenty-three  days  before  Schwartzemberg 
Betaefaed  himself  from  the  French  army,  of  which 
Prince  Eugene  took  the  command. 

Alexander  arrested  the  march  of  his  troops  at 
Kiiisch.  Tlieare,  that  violent  and  continued  war, 
which  had  fi>lh>wed  us  all  the  way  from  Moscow, 
slackened :  it  became  only,  until  the  spring,  a  war 
of  fits,  slow  and  intermittent.  The  strength  of 
tte  evil  appeared  to  be  exhausted;  but  it  was 
iperely  that  of  the  combatants;  a  still  greater 
struggle  was  preparing,  and  this  halt  was  not  a 
time  allowed  to  make  peace,  but  merely  giveti 
to  the  premeditation  of  slaughter. 
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CHAP.  XH. 

Thus  did  the  star  of  the  North  triumph  over 
that  of  Napoleon.  Is  it  then  the  fate  of  the  So^ft 
to  be  ^  vanquished  by  the  North  ?  •  Cannot  fnat 
subdue  it  in  its  turn?  Is  it  against  nature ,mit 
that  aggression  should  be  successful  T  ^d^is^tne 
frisrhtful  result  of  our  invasion  a  fresh  proof  cot  itt 

Certainly  the  human  race,  does  not  march  m 
that  direction :  its  inclination  is  towards  t&e  spu4 
it  turns  its  back  to  the  north :  the  sun  attracts 
its  regards,  its  wishes^  and  its  step3.  ;^  Y^^^' 
not  with  impunity  tura  back  this  great  cur- 
rent  of  men :  the  attempt  to  make  them  returp, 
to  repel  them,  and  conniie  them  within  tbeiTifiro- 
zen  regions,  is  a  gigantic  enterpnse.  VbeSo- 
mans  exhausted  themselves  by  it.  Charienu^ 
although  he  rose  when  one'of  tTieseCTeatinjmiqp 
was  drawing  to  a  termination,' coma  only  cneaat 
for  a  short  time;  the  rest  of  the  torrenU  oxmn 
back  to  the  east  of  the  empire,  uenetrsttef  it 
through  the  north,  and'  conipleted  the  inundabpn, 

A  thousand  years  nave  since  elapsed;  tne^- 
tions  of  the  north  have  irequired'mat  ymc^ioreoo- 
ver  from  that  great  migration,  .and  to  acAuirelhe 
knowledge  which  is  now  mdispensaine  to,a.coii- 
quering  nation.  During  that  mtervajL  ilw^ow 
without  reason  that  the  Hanse  Townil  imposed  w 
introduction  of  the  warlike  arts  into  ^iie  imnieiise 
c^mp  of  the  Scandinavians.     The  event  hasjusti- 
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fied  their  fears.  Scarcely  had  the  science  of 
modem  war  penetrated  among  them,  when  Rus- 
sian armies  were  seen  on  the  Elbe,  and  shortly  after 
in  Italy ;  they  came  to  reeonnoitre  these  coun- 
tries, some  day  th^y  will  come  and  settle  there. 

During  the  last  century,,  either,  from  philan- 
thropy or  vanity,  Europe  was  eager  in  contribut- 
ing to  civilize  these  men  of  the  north,  of  whom 
Peter,  had  already  made  formidable  warriors.  She 
acted  wisely,  in  so  far  as  she  diminished  for.  her- 
self the  danger  of  falling  bac1(  into  fresh  barba- 
rism ;  if  we  allow  that  a  second  relapse  into  the 
darkness  of  the  middle  ages  is  possible,  war  hav- 
ing become  so  scientific,  that  mind  predominates 
in  it,  so  that  to  succeed  in  it,  a  degree  of  instruc- 
tion is  required,  which  nations  that  still  remain 
barbarous  can  only  acquire  by  civilization. 

Butt  ^  hastening  the  civilization  of  these  Nor- 
mans, Eurppe  has  probably  hasjtened  the  epoch 
of  their  next  invasion.  For  let  no  one  believe 
that  their  pqn^pous  cities,  their  exotic  and,  forced 
luxury,  will  be  ai)lQ  to  retain  them ;  that. by  soft- 
eAing  them,  they  will  be. kept  stationary,,  or  ren- 
dered less  formidable.  The  luxury  ^nd  effemi- 
nacy which  are  enjoyed  in  spite  of  a  barbarous 
climate,  cap, only  be  the  privilege  of  a  few.  The 
ipasses,  whic)i  are  in^cessantly  increasing  by  an 
administration  which  is  gradually  becoming  more 
enlightened,  will  continue  sufferers  by  their  cli- 
mate, barbarous,  like  that,  and  always  more  and 
more  envious ;  and  the  invasion  of  the  sputh  by 
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*  Wh4>  is  th^re  Jhat  cu  tincyvtUit  >ifai^  9MI 
st)irugfg:I«iietw^ti  the  NMikiMt^XbgUSmAh^^Mk 
end?  Is  it  nM,  to  tti^  iuU'  9nBdt«ff>  ftiMffMMf 
privation  against -ei^yiiieiitf  tfie  citeiiet  irs^.  of 
tbe  poor  against  the  rich,  that  iMA  4ewiiNto 
intei*iop ^f  evaf^r  empife?    '  .  i^r   •     J    t  .uri 

t!ommdes>^hiLte)Mr  Mfwthe  BOt^ 
peiMtiiMi,  tbii^  Was  tbs^fioiiit  whish  lsayk^il>ofii4M 
p0rtao!ce  to  E&fop9i  -Itt  icd^eotwab^^^OMirfNl 
F6kuid  from  Riossia)  its  itteBltvMMM. hawbfisMQ 
throw  tlfe '  dditger  4S/i  a  Irbski  kMBmoa  of:  dMiMife 
of  ^0  norllk^  at-a^  fnurtdr  dartiiua^  4<»:#eite&  Ito 
torrent,  and  oppose  a  new  barrier  to  it ;  aaAiMl 
tboM  feter  a  man,  c^  a  eottlHnalioii^$ilndfod&* 
stances,  so^vt^II  cfedcafaitad'td  <liraf»titt*te^ 
of' so greai an «iijM9pt«e ?  ..  •  ;  i^.^  -»«rf'\h 

After  fifteen  hundred  jn^  'vi^mptmaak'^, 
revolution,  of  ^the  ttordi  ceirtvry?  4bA  ofiAeAdigs 
taid  nobles 'against  tki  (i^ifftet  vaa^  ii  itt>liRiii 
taftqniirfifed  by^tbe!3sevcdHti0ii  ^t  <ttB  lAxetm^ 
century,  that  o0  idifr  p$«|»te  agaittibAe^ioU^^ 
kings.  Napoleon  waa  bora  of  Ahi8k»iflq|!nlite{ 
he'obtained  such  ooiii|ylate?pmMar:«T«ip^st,«dKst^ 
i^med  as  if  that  gl-eit  eonMbin^ihadftfnJsr^lMB 
that  of  the  bringing  into  dieufmiid  «iiedftaD^  {Hi 
eotnmanded  the  RevolaUon^^uUf  te  ImSbkaeoiib^ 
getiias  <tf  timt  teivible  eleastftti.  ^Atihinmseihi 
lectme  tranqtiH^  Adiamed  totfjtor  srifesasv^ 
Adinifed  herself  ill  bift),:«iid  pfeiifitaiJwta^ 


(  m  ) 

sceptre,  and  obedient  Europe  rose  at  his  call  to 
drtw^  bade  Rin»ia.  wjthia  her  qnoieot  limits.  It 
Meitted  asifthie  North  in&  in  hi» turn  »b«ut  to  be 
tanqiRBhed,  e?ea  among  hi«  own  iee«* 
'  And  yet  tfau  great  man,  with  these  great  cir- 
oMistanees  in  his  fitvour,  ooidd  not  subdue  na- 
ture !  In  this  powerful  -eliert  to  re-ascend  that 
rSfyid  ^ehrity^  so  mamy  foroes  fiukd  him  I  Af- 
ter readhing  diese  icy  regions  of  £urope,  he  was 
praeipitfltted  from  their  vciry  sumnut.  The  l^orth, 
victorious  oter  the  Soolh  in  her  defensive  war,  as 
lAe  had  been  in  tbe  ttiddle  ages  in  her  offensive 
one,  now  beeves  herself  mvij^rable  and  irre- 
nstible. 

Comrades^  beheve  it  not!  Ye  mif^t  have 
tnan^ed  over  that  soil  and  these  spaces^  that 
climate,  and  that  rough  and  gigantio  Mlure,  as 
ye  had.  ounqiiened  its  soldiers.     - 

Bst  some  errors  were  punished  by  greait  cala- 
mities! i  bvra  related  both  the  one  and  the 
other.  On  that  ocean  of  evjls  I  have  emoted  a 
mdanohdy  beaeon  of  gloomy  and  blood^red  light ; 
and  if  my  fe^le  hand  has  bees  insufficient  for  the 
painftil  task,  at  least  I  have  exhibited  the  floatmg 
wrecks,  ia  older  tibat  those  who  come  after  us 
may  see  the  peril  and  aToid  it 

Conaades^  my  task  is  finished ;  it  is  now  for 
yon  to  render  your  testimony  to  the  truth  of  the 
pietuTOk'^  ills  colours  .will  no  doubt  appear  pale 
to  yovr  eyes  and  to  yowr  hearts,  which  axe  still 
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fuffl  of  these  great  reoottections*  But  whi^  of 
you  is  igfaorant  ttmt  an  action  is  always  more 
eloquent  than  its  description ;  and  that  if  great 
historians  are  produced  by  great  men,  they  are 
even  still  more  rare  ? 


THE   END. 


LONDO  ir : 
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